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Discovering the Galilee and Bringing Our Torah to Its New 
Home: July 3 – July 9, 2022  
 
All activities listed here are tentative and can change due to availability and/or group interest. 
 
Sunday, July 3 - In the Footsteps of the Sanhedrin 
 

• Meet the rest of the group at Alonim Shopping Mall. Transportation available from a to-be-designated 

location in Tel Aviv or you can find your own way. 

• Introduction to the Galilee by Anat. 

• Usha – One of the most exciting current archaeological excavations in Israel, Usha was the center of 

Jewish life in the Galilee after the destruction of the Second Temple in the year 70 CE and where the 

Sanhedrin, the rabbinical court of the Jewish community, settled. It was in Usha that the Mishna and 

Talmud began to form.  

• Drive through Shfar’am – today an Israeli city of 40,000 Arab Muslims, Christians and Druze. In the 

second century, it was the home of the Sanhedrin for a few years.  

• Lunch on your own. 

• Beit Shearim is usually a big surprise to the first-time visitor. A necropolis from the 2nd and 3rd 

centuries CE, it holds a series of fantastic burial caves carved into the mountain, cool, dark caves with 

stone sarcophagi that tell stories of Jewish burials from long ago. The Talmud states that the Sanhedrin 

established itself in this town and that Rabbi Yehuda the Prince was buried here. A delightful visit! 

• Tour the Bedouin village of Kaabiya with local tour guide –There are over twenty Bedouin tribes 

established and settled in villages in the Galilee. The Bedouins of the Galilee form an integral part of 

the human mosaic of northern Israel. Learn about their culture, their traditions, and how they form 

part of Israeli society. 

• Bedouin Hospitality for dinner (included). 

• Drive to the hotel and check in. 

 
Overnight – Sea of Galilee Hotel, Sea of Galilee 
 

Monday, July 4 - Mishna and Talmud in the Galilee 
 

• Tzippori National Park - an important center of coexistence from the 1st to the 7th centuries, where 

Jews, Romans and then Byzantine Christians lived together in relative quiet. It was here that the great 

Rabbi Yehuda the Prince compiled the Mishna in the year 200 CE and where the Sanhedrin (Rabbinic 

Court) sat during Roman times.  Tzippori houses some of the most beautiful mosaics in Israel.  

• Lunch at Rish Lakish Olive Press (included) - A true gem, hidden in the luscious hills of the Lower 

Galilee, this family-run, award winning olive press is named after Rabbi Rish Lakish, who lived in the 

area in the 3rd century.  The Rish Lakish olive press uses olives from trees surrounding the ancient site 

of Tzippori, and the oil is extracted from the fruit using a unique combination of ancient and modern 

methods. The result is a delicious, high-quality, extra virgin, cold-press, kosher organic olive oil. The 

olives as well as the organic vegetable garden serve as the basis for a wonderfully fresh, organic and 

vegetarian menu.  

• Mount Arbel National Park – Take a short hike to the cliff's edge on Mt. Arbel for a spectacular 

view of the Galilee, the Sea of Galilee and the Golan Heights.  



 

Congregation Etz Chayim  |  4161 Alma Street  |  Palo Alto, California 94306  |  650-813-9094  |  www.EtzChayim.org  |  office@EtzChayim.org 

• Hamei Tiberias National Park- an ancient synagogue, located near the hot springs just south of 

Tiberias. The synagogue dates to the 3rd and 4th centuries when Tiberias was the seat of the Sanhedrin. 

The synagogue mosaic floors are exquisite and are made up of zodiac, Hellenistic, seasonal, and Jewish 

motifs. 

• Return to the hotel where dinner is included. 

• This evening, attend a talk by guest speakers who will discuss issues in modern Israeli society. 

 

Overnight – Sea of Galilee Hotel, Sea of Galilee 

 

Tuesday, July 5 - Living on the Northern Borders 
 

• Visit the Arab Christian village of Mi’ilya – one of two totally Christian villages in the Galilee. Tour this 

village of 3,000 Arab Melkite Christians, including the Chateau de Roi Crusader Castle and the Melkite 

Catholic Church. 

• Visit Julia Winery to meet the lovely Arab Christian Melkite owners (wine tasting is optional and not 

included). 

• Lunch on your own. 

• Geopolitics on Israel’s northern borders – drive to the Lebanese border to receive a geopolitical 

briefing by a high-level officer (in reserve) of the IDF. Look over onto a Hezbollah controlled Lebanese 

village. Learn about Lebanon, Hezbollah, Syria and Iran and how their politics and actions affect Israel’s 

security. 

• Alma Research and Education Center – Become a part of the Israeli government as they must 

make critical decisions regarding secret intelligence information about cruise missiles in Hezbollah 

hands. Experience a security simulation in the Alma Center war room.  

• Dinner in a local restaurant (on your own) 

 
Overnight – Sea of Galilee Hotel, Sea of Galilee 
 

Wednesday, July 6 - Haifa: A Shared City 
 

• Tel Shikmona – an ancient village along the beautiful Mediterranean shore, Shikmona marks the 

first human settlement along the Haifa coast. Tour the site with senior archaeologist Kamil Sari. 

• Visit Ein Hayam / Wadi al Jamaal and enjoy hospitality at the home of Kamil Sari – this mixed 

neighborhood is a unique experiment of shared living among the Jewish and Arab residents of Haifa. 

• Walk around the Arab neighborhood of Wadi NisNas and the German Colony with Anat. 

• Lunch on your own. 

• Short stop at the Bahai Gardens observation point. 

• Tour the Druze village of Ussfiya with local Druze tour guide. 

• Traditional Druze hospitality dinner at Daliat El Carmel. 

 
      Overnight – Sea of Galilee Hotel, Sea of Galilee 
 
Thursday, July 7 
Etz Chayim Familant Torah in Israel 
 

• A visit to the Emek Hefer community – Hachnasat Torah ceremony with Rabbi Leila Veisid as we 

present the Familant Torah scroll to her community. 
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• Lunch on your own. 

• Sindyanna of Galilee – visit the Sindyanna center, where Jewish and Arab women weave baskets, 

manufacture award-winning Fair Trade olive oil, meet each other and create peace. A women’s 

cooperative, Sindyanna leads the way in peace work, women’s empowerment and leadership activities 

in the Galilee. Tour and discussion with the director. 

• Free time in the hotel – enjoy a swim, a massage, or maybe a nap. 

• Dinner in the hotel (included). 

• Musical evening – enjoy a musical concert performed by Israeli Arabs and Jews. 

 
Overnight – Sea of Galilee Hotel, Sea of Galilee 

 

Friday, July 8  
Jewish Pluralism in the Galilee 
 

• Tour Kibbutz Hannaton with Anat – learn about the kibbutz movement, the founding of the only 

Conservative kibbutz in Israel, its troubled history and the revival of a pluralistic, egalitarian, 

intentional kibbutz. You will visit the newer Hannaton mikveh, the only mikveh in Israel not 

controlled by the Orthodox rabbinate, and the 2,000-year-old mikveh excavated and transferred last 

year. 

• Wine tasting at Jezre’el Winery at Kibbutz Hanaton. 

• Light lunch catered by local Chef Reut Zohar. 

• Panel discussion on peace work in the Galilee with Hannatonians and some of the Arab 

neighbors living in the vicinity. 

• Optional mikveh immersion before Shabbat. 

• Kabbalat Shabbat with the Kibbutz Hannaton community. 

• Enjoy Shabbat dinner as guests of local Kibbutz Hannaton families. 

 

Overnight – Sea of Galilee Hotel, Sea of Galilee 

 

Saturday, July 9 

End of Main Tour 

• After breakfast, check out from the hotel and transfer to Tel Aviv (transfer included).  

• Those participating in post-tour: begin touring as per post-tour itinerary. 

 
 
TRIP COSTS FOR MINIMUM  25 - 29 GUESTS (airfare extra): 
For 2 people sharing a double room:  $3,827 
For 1 person in a single room:   $2,694 
 
Note: The above costs are based on 25 - 29 participants. Should the number of participants change then the 
above costs will be recalculated based on the final number of participants.  

 

 

 

 




