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The Mediterranean, Jerusalem, and the Dead Sea Post-
Trip: July 9 – July 14, 2022 

 
Saturday, July 9 - Along the Mediterranean Coast 

• Later start planned today. 

• Akko (Acre)- tour the Crusader fortress, a complex of Hospitaller Knights Halls built in the 12th and 
13th centuries. Akko was the capital of the Kingdoms of Jerusalem and the base of Crusader activities 
in the Holy Land. 

• Lunch on your own. 

• Rosh Hanikra- the north-western most point of the country where the Israel - Lebanon border 
meets the Mediterranean Sea. Take one of the shortest, steepest cable car rides in the world, down to 
the breath-taking grottos of Rosh Ha-Nikra. Walk along an underground passage to view the 
spectacular natural phenomenon which has been carved out, over the ages, by the incessant motion of 
the waves. 

• Return to hotel where dinner is included. 
 
Overnight – Hotel Sea of Galilee 
 
Sunday, July 10 - The Golan Heights 

• Gamla - an ancient Jewish city, the site of a Roman siege during the Great Revolt of the 1st century 
CE, Gamla is a symbol of heroism for the modern state of Israel and an important historical and 
archaeological site. 

• Ein Kshatot – A visit to the Umm el Kanatir ancient synagogue is sure to impress! Walk through the 
beautifully restored 5th century, black basalt stone synagogue and learn about the incredible high-
tech preservation and reconstruction project that brought this building back to life. With the aid of 
highly sophisticated computer chips, special photography scanning techniques and lifting cranes, 
archaeologists believe they have managed to reconstruct this archaeological treasure fairly accurately. 

• Lookout from Mount Bental - a dormant volcano located on the Golan Heights. The view from its 
peak overlooks the Syrian border and is an excellent setting for the study of the Six Day War (1967) 
and Yom Kippur War (1973) and the current situation in war-torn Syria. 

• Lunch on Mount Bental on your own. 

• Set off for a jeep excursion through the beautiful and rugged mountain terrain of the Golan Heights 
and along the Syrian border. Visit destroyed and abandoned Syrian army bases from the Six Day War, 
and battlefields from the Yom Kippur War.  

• Return to the hotel where dinner is included. 
 
Overnight – Hotel Sea of Galilee 
 
Monday, July 11 - The Jordan Valley 

• Following breakfast check out of the hotel 

• Magdala - one of the most exciting archaeological sites in Israel today. During the construction of a 
Christian Visitors’ Center on the shores of the Sea of Galilee, archaeologists made an amazing 
discovery, a 1st century CE synagogue in the ancient village of Magdala, where Mary Magdalene was 
from.  

• Kibbutz Degania - established in 1909, Degania was the first commune organized in the Land of 
Israel and considered the first kibbutz.  

• Travel through the Jordan Valley, a tectonic fault connected to the Syrian African Rift, the largest 
geological fault in the world, extending from East Africa to the Middle East.  

• Beit Shean - built on the crossroads between Ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia, the superpowers of 
the ancient world. Today we can walk through the ruins of the Roman/Byzantine city, called 
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Scythopolis, which are the most impressive archaeological remains of a city from this historical period 
in Israel. The Roman baths, columned streets, Roman theater and the magnificent ruins from the 
catastrophic earthquake of 749 CE make for an unforgettable visit.  

• Ascend to Jerusalem.  

• Mount Scopus observation point - the northernmost peak of the Mount of Olives, where the Hebrew 
University and Hadassah Hospital were founded in the 1920s. The uniquely beautiful lookout from 
Mt. Scopus over the city is what earned it its name.  

• Drive to hotel and check-in  

• Walk around downtown Jerusalem at leisure 

• Dinner (on your own) 
 
Overnight – Harmony Hotel, Jerusalem 
 
Tuesday, July 12 - The Old City of Jerusalem  

• City of David – King Hezekiah's water tunnel - The City of David is where it all began. King David 
conquered this Jebusite city over 3000 years ago and made it the eternal capital of the Jewish people. 
Tour what some archaeologists believe are the foundations of King David’s palace, see evidence of the 
destruction of Jerusalem in 586 BCE, go underground into the Jebusite water system built in 1800 
BCE, and then giggle and splash as you wade through the chilly waters of the pitch-black King 
Hezekiah’s Tunnel, dug out to supply spring water to Jerusalem in anticipation of the siege of the 
year 700 BCE. Don’t forget your water shoes and flashlights!  We end at the Siloam Pool, where 
Jewish pilgrims, in Jerusalem for the three yearly Jewish festivals, congregated as they began their 
ascent to the Temple grounds.  

• Egalitarian Western Wall– visit the platform along the Western Wall where progressive Jews are 
permitted to hold their egalitarian prayer services. 

• The Kotel (Western Wall) is a relatively small section of the western retaining wall of the Temple 
Mount, which in ancient times housed the First and Second Temples of the Jewish people. For almost 
2,000 years, this wall was the closest Jews could get to the place where the Holy of Holies stood, and 
Jews have been praying there ever since. This enduring fragment of the Temple complex has come to 
symbolize the indestructible attachment of the Jewish people to the land of Israel. 

• Walk through the Jewish Quarter. 

• (Time permitting / optional) St Helena, mother of Emperor Constantine, built the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre in 330 CE, on and around Golgotha - the hill of crucifixion (Calvary), and the tomb 
of Jesus's burial.  The Church of the Holy Sepulchre is the holiest site in Christendom and is 
controlled by six Christian denominations: the Greek Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Armenian, Coptic, 
Syriac and Ethiopian churches.  

• Overwhelm your senses as you wander through the Arab Suq (market) in the Old City. Relax and 
enjoy the cacophony of sounds, myriad of colors and scents as the local shopkeepers and hawkers 
offer their wares, explore the complex intermesh of alleyways, combining the ancient with the 
modern.  

• Dinner (on your own) 
 
Overnight – Harmony Hotel, Jerusalem.  
 
 Wednesday, July 13 - The New City of Jerusalem 

• Yad Vashem is the memorial museum for the victims of the Holocaust. It is a difficult visit but a 
most powerful one that documents the Holocaust as no other museum in the world. Yad Vashem is 
also the world's most important research center for Holocaust and Genocide studies and hosts 
conferences and lectures on the topic throughout the year. The tour will be led by a local guide. 

• The Mt. Herzl National cemetery is the final burial place of many of Israel’s political leaders such 
as Yitzhak Rabin, Shimon Peres and Golda Meir, and of course, Theodore Herzl himself. They are 
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buried alongside thousands of soldiers who gave their lives to defend Israel. Visit the new, award-
winning Remembrance Hall for the fallen soldiers. 

• Stroll through Mahane Yehuda, Jerusalem’s Jewish fruit and veggie market. We invite you to taste 
the wares and chat with the merchants along the way. The energy is contagious – come hungry! 

• Lunch in Mahane Yehuda (on your own). 

• The Israel Museum holds some of Israel’s most beloved treasures. Visitors can enjoy the model of 
Jerusalem as it appeared on the eve of the Great Jewish Revolt in 66 C.E, the Shrine of the Book, 
housing fragments of the Dead Sea Scrolls, the extensive archaeological wing and the art and world 
cultures wings as well. 

• Stop by the Knesset (Parliament) to visit the famous menorah and study its engraved historical and 
Biblical depictions of the history of the Jewish people. 

• Dinner on your own. 
 
Overnight – Harmony Hotel, Jerusalem 
 
Thursday, July 14 - Masada and the Dead Sea 

• Ein Gedi - The largest oasis on the western shore of the Dead Sea, Ein Gedi is mentioned in the 
Hebrew Bible and other historical sources. We take a short hike into David Canyon and see the 
beautiful oasis in the middle of the rocky desert, as well as waterfalls. Time and weather permitting, 
we can dip into the cool spring waters. 

• Masada - We will ascend Herod's spectacular hilltop fortress by cable car and enter through the 
casemate wall. The remains of the fortress of Masada are well-preserved and, in many cases, have 
been reconstructed. There are many places of interest, such as the luxurious western palace, several 
Jewish ritual baths, watchtowers, and a synagogue built into the casemate wall. But the story of 
Masada is the story of the Jewish rebels who escaped Jerusalem and found refuge on the mountain. 
From the hilltop one can see the Roman army bases and imagine how Flavius Silva, the Roman 
general, planned the siege that would eventually bring the defenders to their final stand. At the 
breeching point, we see the Roman ramp upon which the Romans soldiers climbed into the fortress 
on that last day of fighting in the winter of 73 CE. Masada is the most visited tourist site in Israel.  

• Lunch on your own. 

• Dead Sea dip (public beach) - Floating on the Dead Sea waters is a unique, exhilarating experience. 
Also, smear the Dead Sea mud all over your body for medicinal purposes of course, but also for a great 
photo opportunity. FUN! A total must on your bucket list! 

• Return to Jerusalem. 

• Dinner on your own OR group farewell dinner (not included). 
 
Overnight – Harmony Hotel, Jerusalem  
 
Friday, July 15 - End of Post Tour – See you soon 

• After breakfast, check-out from the hotel and transfer to Ben Gurion Airport (transfer included).  
 
 
TRIP COSTS FOR MINIMUM 10 - 14 GUESTS (airfare not included): 
For 2 people sharing a double room:  $4,488  
For 1 person in a single room:   $3,012  
 
TRIP COSTS FOR MINIMUM 15 - 29 GUESTS (airfare not included): 
For 2 people sharing a double room:  $3,710  
For 1 person in a single room:   $2,623  
 
Note: The above costs are based on 10 - 29 participants. Should the number of participants change then the 
above costs will be recalculated based on the final number of participants. 




