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v̈kh ¦p §T©k r©g «©J
Prayer Portal

Please feel free to participate fully along with the congregation to the extent that you are comfortable;
to say or sing the Hebrew or the English when the congregation is doing otherwise;

or to use this time to browse the words and commentary in this prayer book.

Words Of Welcome To Those Worshipping With Us

Congregation Etz Chayim is a participatory congregation. Our services are led with the expectation that the leaders
choose their way through the text and set the pace and the key, but that what is really important is what each individual
worshipper does. Accordingly, this Siddur (prayerbook) has been compiled with the intent of encouraging participation by
making the service accessible and understandable. 

Oftentimes there are options to be read. In our congregation we always feel free to read those parts of the service
(including the commentary) that are interesting to us at any time, whether or not it is what is being suggested by the leader
from the bimah.

Those of us who arrive late also are free to begin the service at the beginning and to catch up at our own pace. We
are free to stand or sit as is appropriate to our private devotion, no matter what is being led.

On many weeks we will have the honor of welcoming a Bar or Bat Mitzvah into adult Jewish ritual opportunities
and responsibilities. On those weeks one of the greatest gifts we can bestow upon the Bar/t Mitzvah is to participate
enthusiastically with our voices as well as with our hearts.

May This Door

May the door of this synagogue be wide enough
to receive all who hunger for love,
all who are lonely for fellowship.

May it welcome all who have cares to unburden,
thanks to express, hopes to nurture.

May the door of this synagogue be narrow enough
to shut out pettiness and pride, envy and enmity.

May its threshold be no stumbling block
to young or straying feet.

May it be too high to admit complacency,
selfishness, and harshness.

May this synagogue be, for all who enter,
the doorway to a richer and more meaningful life.

Rabbi Sidney Greenberg
Likrat Shabbat, p. 17

1



On Being Distracted
by AvRam Aryeh

Sometimes we are in the mood to read the service’s words and follow along in song. Sometimes we are not. 
At those times, the act of studying the text of the siddur (prayerbook) is the equivalent of piously saying it. 

Wrestling with the words with which we agree or disagree is the equivalent of worshipping G0d. 

Who knows?
The distractions that keep us from following the congregation might be meant especially for us to hear today.  

Distraction can be a form of revelation, 
for it can indicate those things about which we are most concerned.

And what better place to wrestle with them 
than here in the assembly of our people engaged in seeking elevated thoughts?

Centering Oneself To Focus On Prayer
Outside of the Land of Israel, those who pray should direct their hearts toward the Land of Israel, as it is said,

“...and they pray toward their Land...”

Æom̈ §r ©t Q ¤r³¤S U Àk§k«©P §, ¦v §u
II Chronicles 6:38

In the Land of Israel those who pray should direct their hearts toward Jerusalem, as it is said,
“...and they pray to Y0u in the direction of the city Y0u have chosen...”

V º̈C T̈ §r´©jC̈ r´¤J£t Æ,t«Z ©v rh³¦gv̈ Q ¤r´¤S Wh À¤k ¥t Úk§k«©P §, ¦v §u
II Chronicles 6:34

In Jerusalem, those who pray should direct their hearts toward the Holy Temple, as it is said,
“...and they come to pray toward this House.”

:v«¤Z ©v ,¦h¬©C ©vÎk ¤t Uk§k ©P §, ¦v §u Ut¬̈cU
II Chronicles 6:32

In the Holy Temple, those who pray should direct their hearts toward the Holy of Holies, as it is said,
“I hear the supplications which Y0ur servant and Y0ur people offer toward this place...”

v·¤Z ©v oIéN̈ ©vÎk ¤t Uk§k«©P §,¦h r¬¤J£t k º¥tr̈ §G¦h Ẃ §N ©g §u ÆW §S §c ©g ,³©B ¦j §TÎk ¤t ¹̈T §g ©n¸̈J §u
I Kings 8:30

Those in the north, face south; those in the south, face north; those in the east face west; and those in the west face east;
 so that all Israel prays toward 0ne place.”

Tosefta B’rachot 3:16

 ,Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀  ¦d ¦e ¦d ¦i ,d ¥v §x
 ,l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i L §O©r §A

mz̈N̈ ¦t §zE
 ci ¦nŸ oFvẍ §l i ¦d §zE

.L«¤O©r l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i z ©cFa£r

Ad0nay our G0d, be pleased

with Y0ur people, Israel,

and their prayer.

May the service of Y0ur people, 

Israel, always please Y0u.
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INTRODUCTION TO USING OUR SIDDUR, OUR PRAYERBOOK

THE SIDDUR (ORDER) OF THE SIDDUR (PRAYERBOOK)

Here is the pattern of the service you will experience in our Siddur, our “Order” of Prayers. 
Each part adds meaning to the others before and after it.

KABBALAT SHABBAT: Fully, physically and spiritually, Greeting Shabbat

MA’ARIV: The 3-part Evening Service containing the Sh’ma, Amidah, Conclusion.

SH’MA SERVICE: The Service is organized in the form of a ring. The most important prayer, in this case, the Sh’ma and
v’Ahavta, are in the middle, and the other blessings surround them.

Each prayer begins with a kavannah (“intention”), followed by the traditional form of the prayer and alternative
songs and readings. Each prayer ends with the traditional chatimah, the “Signature Ending”, as well as a note guiding you
on to the next traditional part of the service.

Bar’chu: the call to study Torah (the Sh’ma and v’Ahavta are from the Torah’s Book of Deuteronomy)
1. Ma’ariv Aravim/Creation of Light, in this case, of the twilight that augurs the new day
2. Ahavah/Revelation of the Torah, of our Y0universe personally teaching us out of its L0ve for us

Sh’ma, V’ahavta and L’ma’an Tizk’ru: Unity, Love, and Commanding Presence of G0d
3. G’ulah/Redemption: Creation’s light dawning: a new day: tikkun 0lam (repairing the W0rld) come
true.
4. Hashkivenu/Personal Safety: G0d’s Presence with us by night, or through the long Night.
5. Hatzi (Half, or Short) Kaddish: A disclaimer, acknowledging our finite awareness of G0d’s wholly
and utter incomprehensibility, despite what we said in the Sh’ma Service prayers we just completed.

AMIDAH: “Standing” prayer – a three-part chain of 7 prayers which replaces the Avodah/Sacrificial Service
Praise on entering G0d’s Presence

1. Avot v’Imahot: Reminding ourselves of our monotheistic ancestors’ relationships with G0d.
2. G’vurot: G0d’s Powers that make us come alive and be angels of tikkun 0lam
3. K’dushat haShem: invoking G0d’s Holy Name, Being ItSelf
4. K’dushat haYom: reveling in this Day of Holy Rest, a Respite from labor.
            This prayer replaces a weekday’s 13-fold request to G0d, for safety, justice, and prosperity.

Thankfulness before leaving G0d’s Presence
5. R’tzeh:  May this, our service, be pleasingly acceptable, to Being ItSelf and to us.
6. Modim: Thank G0d we are alive, and in G0d’s “Hands”.
7. Shalom: The Universe, as a Wh0le, is peaceful. May we know that ultimate Peace, here.

Kaddish Shalem: A disclaimer, acknowledging our finite awareness of G0d’s wholly and utter
incomprehensibility, despite what we said in the Amidah prayers we just completed.

CONCLUDING PRAYERS
Aleynu Part 1: It is “on us” to acknowledge the unique task and destiny of Yisra’El (G0dWrestlers)
Aleynu Part 2: It is “on us” to join together the w0rld’s many visions of tikkun 0lam.
Kaddish Yatom: Literally “Orphan’s” (commonly, “Mourner’s”) Kaddish A disclaimer,
acknowledging our finite awareness of G0d’s wholly and utter incomprehensibility, despite what we said in the
entire service we just completed. We now use it as a memorial prayer.
Blessing our Children This is usually done at home after candlelighting or Kiddush,
but we do it in the synagogue to teach people how to do it.
Concluding Song (usually Ad0n 0lam) and Kiddush (Consecration of the Holy Day)
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Meditating on the Themes of the Prayers

The worship service has many themes and words that go by so fast. We have no time to pay attention to them all.
Instead of attempting to go through the whole prayer service, we can zero in on one thought this week, another one the
next, and so on. Please feel free to read and reflect on any of the meditations instead of participating in the recitations or
singing of the prayers. These meditations and questions, for Jews and for non-Jews, are not designed to be read all at
once. Rather, they are to peruse and to get lost in. 

The text of the Jewish prayerbook includes themes which embody a philosophy acceptable to all humankind. One
need not be a practicing Jew to enter into the spirit of this worship service. The prophet Isaiah reports G0d saying, “My
house will be called a house of prayer for all peoples” (Isaiah: 56:7). And, as the psalmists said: “How good and how
pleasant it is when people dwell together in kinship” (Psalm 133:1). 

Let us all then enter together in prayer, aware of our caring and inclusive community. The intent of these
meditations and questions is to provide a spiritually evocative experience for those who, at any given time, would rather
do something other than read the traditional words of the service. It is also designed for those who, at any given time, may
not feel comfortable affirming the traditional words, but would rather challenge their assumptions. It is our congregation’s
belief that the act of taking these themes seriously, and of “wrestling” with them as we gather together as a congregation,
is the equivalent of having read the prayers themselves.

At First You May See What You Fear

In unfamiliar places we sometimes feel as if we are being tested and judged. Do we know enough to fit in here? 
Know this: some of us learned all we know about how to do these Jewish things from our experiences in Etz Chayim
services, and we remember when we were new. So try not to worry. Give yourself permission to go slow and see how
things work for you. And everyone here is eager to help newcomers. So never be afraid to ask any of us, and especially
our rabbi, anything at all at any time! 

Our service is a blend of traditions: traditional and modern, scientific and kabbalistic (Jewish mystical tradition),
Ashkenazic (Yiddish-speaking European Jews) and Sfardic (Spanish-Portuguese/Ladino-speaking Jews). At first,
Conservative Jews sometimes see our service as Reform because there can be so much English, and Reform Jews may see
our service as Conservative because there is so much Hebrew. Those who are not used to participating from their seats
may be shy to participate, having become accustomed to places where most of the service is done by those on the bimah
(“stage”). Those who are used to people saying everything out loud may not know what to do when we reach stretches of
silent personal prayer. Soon you will see if the singing and silence and myriad alternative readings fit you. You will
certainly see that you are welcome to stand or sit, or chant or read as you wish.

Just remember, your first time will be a blend of the familiar and the different. Your second time things will seem
more familiar. And the third time’s a charm!

Harmony As Freedom

At Etz Chayim we sing our way through most of the service. We are our own choir. We sing in melody, in
harmony, and in counterpoint. That freedom to be on different notes and rhythms during the service, yet melding into one
harmonious wh0le, is the essence of liberal participatory Judaism, which is how we define ourselves. Feel free to flow
through the service, to sit and think, to read or sing the suggested prayers or any other ones your s0ul leads you to. Use
our exalted time and space for your own exalted purposes. The words on these pages are springboards for your s0ul. They
are meant to send you off in reveries.

Additionally, some of us wear special clothing for Shabbat and Festivals. Some of us wear better clothing than we
wear in the workday world to be more festive on these special days. Some don traditional ritual garb, kippot (“domes”) on
our heads, and, if it is a morning service, a tallit (prayer shawl). Ritual items are always optional for us, as well as open
to us. Some of us sway when praying, and some do not. Feel free to make your physicality lead you into a sacred mental
place. The room will fill with physical harmonies and counterpoints as well as musical ones. 
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Surprising Ways of Reading (Finding) G0d in this Siddur

One day our rabbi was typing “God” when his finger went up a rank of keys and hit the zero instead of the “o”.
Realizing that that had kabbalistic/cosmological meaning, he began using this spelling of G0d on purpose, and slowly this
spread throughout the congregation. Now we also use a zero for an “o” in other words when we wish to connect the
meaning to G0d Wh0 Is Being ItSelf, for example, s0ul, Y0u, w0rld, etc. 

And what does the zero convey? That before the universe, where “G0d Is 0ne” came into being, G0d was no one
thing. A zero signifies nothing, or, no thing. Before the “Big Bang” cosmologists speak of the primordial vacuum out of
which the universe sprang. That vacuum can be symbolized by this zero. So, kabbalistically and cosmologically, “G0d”,
spelled with a zero reminds us of that part of G0d which is unknowable, of which the Kaddish says that “The (Divine)
Name is...utterly beyond any word that can be uttered in this world.” And so the prophet Isaiah wrote, (40:25)
“To whom/what do you compare Me that I equal?” Asks the H0ly (0ne). :JI «së r©nt«h v·¤u §J ¤t §u h ¦bUh §N ©s §, h¬¦nÎk ¤t §u

Several versions of the “Tetragrammaton”, G0d’s “Four-Consonant (Hebrew) Name,” are used here. The
consonants of the Name of G0d, Y*H*W*H/dedi, can be construed as a verb which means, “Wh0 Causes Being,” or
“S0urce of Existence,” or “Being ItSelf.” Our tradition lost The Name’s true pronunciation, and, to ensure that we not take
The Name in vain, enjoined upon us not to attempt to pronounce it. However, part of The Name frequently appears as a
suffix in Hebrew personal names (which we are allowed to say) in the form Yahu!, for example, the prophet Elijah (in
Hebrew, EliYahu), or Benjamin Netanyahu, a Prime Minister of Israel. As such, it can be seen as an exultative shout of
gratitude and excitement. “Ad0nay ” means “My Lord,” and was substituted for pronouncing The Name because it often
appears in prophetic books alongside The Name. HaShem literally means “The Name,” and is a pious way of saying “The
Name” as if the phrase itself were a personal name. It stems from the use of haShem in connection with other names of
G0d in Deuteronomy 28:58:

Î, ¤t v Âẗ §r¦h§ Âkoº¥X ©v:Wh«¤v«k¡t v¬̈Iv§h ,¥t vº¤Z ©v Ætr̈IB ©v §u s³̈C §f¦B ©v 
“to be in awe of this, The Name (haShem), honored and awesome, of Ad0nay Y0ur G0d.”

Feel free to experiment with different ways of understanding G0d’s Name as an aid to spiritual awakening.  Also,
our sages, ancient and modern, have emphasized how personal and intimate, if at times chutzpadik (having a “lot of
nerve!”) it is to address G0d as “Y0u.” It is because G0d is our Ultimate Parent, as close to us as our own life, our own
body. These meditations capitalize all the letters of “Y0u” when referring to G0d so as to distinguish to Wh0m we are
speaking. For those who are unsure of how, why, or whether “G0d” is a meaningful concept, do as Spinoza and other
philosophers have done: use “Universe” and “G0d” as synonyms. For those who find “Universe” to be too impersonal, try
thinking of the Universe as having a personality, a central Mind, and spell it “Y0u-niverse.”

About G0d’s Ever-Changing Hebrew Name

G0d’s four-letter Name appears with the consonants of Ad0nay (ip̈Ÿc£†̀) under the letter heh (æ¬̈Iv§h), sometimes

abbreviated to ii, in the Bar’chu and Sh’ma, and with varying vowels under the consonants in Psalm 29 on page 25, and

the Amidah, which begins on page 69. This is based on the Mizrachi (“Eastern”) practice. The Edot haMizrach are the
“Eastern communities” of Arabic-speaking Jews who use a Sfardic ritual, but make it pointedly more Kabbalistic.

In Psalm 29 we use different vowels under the consonants of the 18 (chai=life) mentions of G0d’s four-letter
Hebrew Name, according to the Kabbalistic Mizrachi prayerbooks. We also do this in the Amidah. Why? Several reasons:
When we encounter G0d in the world, it is always in surprising ways. We must always be on the lookout for any of the
infinite ways G0d may “appear” to us.

Additionally, to emphasize our finite human inability to conceive of G0d’s infinity, Jews do not pronounce
G0d’s name, substituting Ad0nay (“My Lord”), or haShem (“the Name”). As a matter of fact, the vowels usually under

the YHWH consonants of G0d’s Name are those for Ad0nay (ip̈Ÿc£†̀ = dëŸd §i) which led people to mistake and

mispronounce it as “Jehovah” if they pronounced it. Only the first and last four G0d Names in our version of Psalm 29 are
“normal.” The other ten vary.

Randomly vocalizing G0d’s Name is a way of emphasizing that we cannot contain G0d’s Name in any one
expression. Imagine, as you see the four consonants of the Name in the rest of the siddur, how it would look with different
vowels.
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About the Style of This Book

Arrows  Our congregation encourages you to follow your own customs and also to try rituals that you may not be
used to. We have inserted optional “choreography” instructions. Some people find that movement enhances their spiritual
experience. A “down arrow”  indicates places in the service where it is traditional to bow. An “up arrow”  indicates
places in the service where we rise back up again.

Boldface When a verse within a prayer is also the beginning of a song, the first words are shown in boldface.
Instructions also appear in boldface.

Fonts Three Hebrew fonts are used in this Siddur:
Biblical quotes are in this font, which contains “trope” (singing accents): Æk ¥tr̈ §G¦h  
Torah-scroll “calligraphic” font is used for special effect: k¥tr̈ §G¦h
Otherwise, this font is used: l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i 

About Our Translation

The translations of the Evening prayerbook are by Rabbi Ari Cartun in his Siddur Mateh Naftali, first used at Stanford
Hillel, and then, with permission, used as the basis of the Etz Chayim Siddur, edited by Michael Vinson. The translations
in this siddur are as literal as Rabbi Cartun could make them within six sets of constraints:

1.  G0d never appears in any gender. Hebrew is gendered in many places that English is not. In addition to pronouns,
Hebrew verbs, nouns, and adjectives are also gendered. This means that one cannot avoid a gendered reference to G0d in
Hebrew no matter how hard one tries. 

English, however, is another thing altogether. We use “inclusive” language for G0d throughout the siddur.
Because we see G0d’s image, in which humankind was created, as both “male & female” (Genesis 1:26), we never refer
to G0d as any one gender in English, nor do we alternate masculine and feminine, as some have tried. This means we
never translate the Hebrew for G0d as He, Him, His, King, or Master, or any of the other masculine literal translations of
words referring to G0d. Our rendering of masculine references to G0d as He/Him/His, etc, has become Y0u/Y0ur/Y0urs.
Additionally, we use “G0d” as a pronoun representing G0d’s Name: YHWH, or Being ItSelf. Therefore, some of the
sentences are repetitive of the word “G0d” in ways that are not standard English usage.

To those who are trying to learn the Hebrew language, whom this policy is bound to confuse, we apologize, and
hope you will understand why, now, when you see “He will bless” or “He is Blessed” in the Hebrew text, we have
translated it as “Y0u will bless” or “Y0u are Blessed.”

2.  Words that are usually translated as miraculous or supernatural are specifically rendered as naturalistically as
possible. We did this because modern Jews frequently understand G0d acting through the natural order, even when we
retain a sense of G0d’s immanent Presence. Two examples: 

a. "  ©ri «¦wẍÄ m ¤di ¥zFx §n §W ¦n §A - b’mishm’roteyhem baraki’a - Guards/watches in the firmament,” (see Ma’ariv

Aravim) referring to star patterns in the heavens, translated as “galaxies”, which is the way we speak today of the orderly
array of stars. Using modern scientific terms instead of ancient science’s terms conveys the meaning of the text without
making it sound unnecessarily arcane. 

b. We use “phenomenal” or “awe-inspiring” instead of “miraculous” (e.g.: in the Mi Chamocha), because the
word “miracle” demands a supernatural understanding, whereas neither Hebrew term Nes nor Pele demands supernatural
interpretations. They merely mean things that are so unusual that they make you “look at them” (“miracle” means “a
looker”).

3.  English words that connote concepts that sound exceedingly Christian are rendered more in accordance with their

Jewish connotations. For example, the Hebrew word ` §h ¥g/chet which is frequently translated as “sin” appears in this

siddur as “error” or “mistake.” Similarly, words such as “salvation” are avoided in favor of other equally accurate terms.
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4.  There are many stylistic renderings in which we have tried to capture the rhythm or feel of the Hebrew in English,
such as “Let’s go” for “L’chah” (same number of syllables, same first letter); “for ever” as two separate words to capture
the doubling in “L’0lam va’ed” (this also emphasizes the word “ever,” as in everlasting). As much as possible due to
space constraints in the narrow columns, we have also tried to preserve the order of the Hebrew words in the English.

5.  We have also used only Hebrew pronunciations for place and personal names (e.g.: Avraham, Rivkah). We would
have preferred to translate the names instead of render their sounds, (e.g.: Yitzchak as “Laughter”, Rachel as “Ewe”), but
here are too many names which cannot be accurately translated (e.g.: Avraham, Rivkah) to make such a system work.

6.  In addition to accuracy, it is important to convey the poetry of the text. Therefore, this is not a mere mechanical
translation, but a poetic one as well, and certain word choices were based on a search for the most poetic way to express
the text. 

About Our Prayer Heading Boxes and Icons

We have tried to make it possible for you to follow the themes of our prayerbook, by way of information in the
heading boxes and pictures (“icons”) representing the themes of the prayers. 

Before each prayer, song, or reading is a box which contains information about that part of the service. Thus the
word for prayerbook in Hebrew, siddur, means “ordering”, that is, the prayer sections, and the themes of the prayers in
each section, are in an order.  Where there is a traditional order for the prayers, (in the Sh’ma service and the Amidah), we
give you the ordinal number (e.g., 1st, 2nd, etc.) so you can, once you become familiar with the service, learn how the
themes lead one to another.

You will see the Hebrew transliterated as well as translated. Sometimes the name of a prayer comes from the first
word, and sometimes from the last word. Often the prayer is part of a larger section of the service. For example, in the box
below, the number “1” means that this is the first prayer in the Amidah. The heading also shows you the name of the
prayer.

Some of the headings let you know a little more about the prayer, and others send you to the Commentary where
there are longer explanations.

As everywhere in our book, the prayer’s name is in Hebrew letters, in English transliteration, and in English
translation, even though, when we talk about these prayers, we mostly refer to traditional versions of the prayers by their
Hebrew names.

There are pictures in most of the heading boxes that we call icons. Eikon is Greek for a picture, but the word
became used in English in two contexts: for sacred images, and for the pictures used to represent files and folders and
programs in the graphic user interface on a computer desktop. We intend both meanings, both as representations of the
meanings of the prayers, (thus, images evoking the sacred) and to make our prayerbook as user-friendly and familiarly
intuitive as a computer’s graphic user interface. 

1

Epi ¥zFO ¦̀ §e Epi «¥zFa£̀
G0D OF OUR ANCESTORS

“Our job is to be good ancestors.” Jonas Salk
See commentary, page 132

You can see in the icon above that the theme of the prayer is our ancestors’ ideas of G0d. There are seven
Founders of our people. We chose to represent only the first generation, who are mentioned at the end of the prayer:
Avraham and Sarah. But you could choose to see whichever ancestors you wished. That is why there is no “official”
caption under each icon. See in it what you may.
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We use these icons to show you when a prayer is the traditional version and when it is an alternative version, a
reading on a similar theme to the traditional version. Traditional prayer icons are larger than the alternatives. As long as
the picture remains the same you are still in the same section of the prayerbook.

Below is a traditional prayer heading. We refer to this prayer as Ma’ariv Aravim. The graphic represents the
change from light to dark. The same icon is used in the morning service for the change from dark to light. The Sh’ma
service themes of Creation, Revelation, and Redemption remain the same, though the texts of the prayers change with the
time of day.

Traditional 1st Blessing of the Sh’ma Service
(The Light of) Creation

mi ¦aẍ£r ai ¦x£r ©n  BLENDING DAY INTO DUSK

Below is the heading for an alternative prayer. You can see from the title that it is on the same theme as the
traditional prayer, and from the size of the heading and the icon that it is an alternative.

Alternative Creation Prayer #1
THE SHADOWS OF EVENING FALL

Paraphrase of Ma’ariv Aravim

This icon signifies reading from the Torah. Many icons evoke the Torah,  for example, this one
symbolizing the Revelation prayer preceding the Sh’ma. It shows an adult teaching a child, and they are both wrapped in a
Torah scroll. Is the adult the child’s parent or teacher? We don’t say. 

We also chose to alternate  between male and female images, and adults and children. This icon is used
for the Modim/Thanking/Acknowledging prayer (the 6th, or second to last, in the Amidah). All adults were children, and
we intend not only to evoke images of people who are, currently, children, but all of us, who are or were children, or are
children at heart, and children of the Universe.

And some of our images are not specific as to gender, or whether we are representing  Divine action or
human action. In some prayers we use the same icon to represent both, for example, this one: Follow it through the
evening and morning service to see how this theme ties various parts of the services together. 

Last, we also use this icon  to represent the Infinity of G0d: It is the letter alef, the first letter in the

alef-bet. It is a more abstract symbol. See if it helps you understand and follow this theme through the service’s
evocations of infinity.
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Why the Etz Chayim Siddur is Totally Transliterated

Our Siddur is totally transliterated (all transliterations are in italics) under the assumption that it is better to
encourage people to participate in the service even if they do not know the Hebrew alphabet. Some congregations feel this
leads to people not learning Hebrew, and for those reasons do not include transliterations. But we feel it is better to
encourage nascent Jewish desires at the level they emerge, rather than send novice worshippers into a Hebrew course
before they can feel at home. Hopefully, these transliterations will spur the desire to learn Hebrew in those who cannot yet
negotiate the Hebrew alphabet. Additionally, the transliterations are designed to be an aid to those who are learning
Hebrew, for they are standardized throughout the siddur. Some exceptions to the transliteration were used where the
standardized system would, due to English orthography, prompt a wrong pronunciation (e.g. yit’hadar instead of yithadar
even though the apostrophe in this case is not pronounced), or in order to stress an accented syllable (such as adding an
“h”: e.g. Ahtah, vayyishboht).

Even though Hebrew has no capitalization, G0d’s Names, Pronouns, and Roles (e.g.: Ruler) are Capitalized, as
are other place and personal names, for familiarity’s sake. Capitalization happens even in the middle of words, showing
the Hebrew prefixes for “the” (haMelech), “to” (laMosheh), “from” (miMosheh), “like” (kaMosheh), “in” (baTorah),
“and” (v’Sarah, vEl0hey, uMosheh).

Why did we capitalize the S in haShem, and not the first letter? Hebrew adds prepositions and the word “the” to
nouns as prefixes, instead of maintaining them as separate words. This is because these prefixes are only one consonant
long. Therefore, when there is a Proper Noun prefixed by one of these short words, we do capitalize the Proper Noun:
baL’vanon (“in Lebanon”) Rosh haShanah (“Head of the Year”). Also, Hebrew names formed of a verb and a Divine
Name are internally capitalized, most notably Yisra’El (“WrestlingG0d”).
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CHART OF HEBREW CONSONANTS

Consonant Final Form
not all have one

Cursive
(w/final form)

Sound Name Pictogram of Letter as a
Number

` ` Silent Alef Ox head 1

  A/ a a B / V Bet / Vet House 2

b b Hard G Gimmel Camel 3

c c D Daled Door 4

d d H Heh Man Yells Hey! 5

e e V (or O or U)
in Arabic: W

Vav Peg 6

f f Z Zayin Knife 7

g g Spanish J
e.g., Juan

Het 8

h h Hard T Tet 9

i i Y Yud Hand 10

 M / k K L k  j K/German Ch
e.g., Ach!

Kaph /chaph Palm of Hand 20

l l L Lamed Whip 30

n m n  m M Mem Water (mayim) 40

p o p  o N Noon Snake (nachash) 50

q q S Samech A Support 60

r r Silent gutteral Ayin Eye 70

 R/ t  s st  P / Ph Peh / Pheh Mouth 80

v u v  u Tz Tzadde Fish hook 90

w w Hard K (Q) Qooph Eye of a needle 100

x x R Resh Head 200

 U / W  W  U Sh / S Shin / Sin Tooth 300

* z/ Y z T / S*
(*ashkenazic)

Tav / Sav* X mark 400
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CHART OF HEBREW VOWELS

Vowel displayed with the

silent letter alef  ` Vowel Name
Our

Transliteration
Sound

῭ Qamatz a ah / aw*
(*ashkenazi)

¢̀ Hataf (Short) Qamatz o o as in neato

’̀ Qamatz Qatan
actually a short Holom!

o o as in neato

©̀ Patah a ah

£̀ Hataf (Short) Patah a ah

i ©̀    i ῭ Patah Yud, Qamatz Yud ay y as in sky

¥̀ Tzereh e e as in Yisra’El

i ¥̀ Tzereh-Yud ey ey as in they

¤̀ Segol e e as in Fred

¡̀ Hataf (Short) Segol e short eh

i ¤̀ Segol-yud e short eh

i ¦̀    ¦̀ Chiriq i ee

§̀ Sh’va ’ no sound

E` Shuruq u u as in flute

ª̀ Qubutz u u as in flute

Ÿ̀    F` Holam, Holam Maleh o oh

iF` Holam Yud oy oy

Two Exceptional Vowel-Consonant Combinations

ei ©zF §v ¦n §A Patah -Yud-Vav say av, not ayv b’mitzvotav

©DŸl ¡̀
©g ¥nÜ
©r ¥nFW

Patah heh

Patah Het

Patah Ayin

a patah with
these three

consonants (only)
is said before
the consonant.

Elo’ah

same’ach

shome’a
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Why Do We Use Different Hebrew Fonts?

Beginning Hebrew readers are sometimes confused by the change of fonts in this prayerbook. One
font (DavkaVilna) is used for non-Biblical Hebrew sources. All Biblical citations are brought in intact from
the text of the TaNaKh. This word for “Hebrew Bible” is an acronym formed from Torah (teaching of
Moses), Nevi’im (prophets) and K’tuvim (writings). The TaNaKh is all chantable, and the chanting symbols
are called trope (see next section).

Why bring in all these troped quotes at the risk of making reading the Hebrew a bit more
difficult? For three reasons, at least. The first is to show people where the prayerbook cites the TaNaKh.
This is to familiarize people with the names of the Books of the TaNaKh, as well as to introduce them to
famous phrases from it. Take a Torah or a full TaNaKh while you are in services sometime and wend your
way through the original quotes. Look at the context, and how the verse is being used in the prayerbook. It
is a fantastic exercise, looking at the “hidden/underwater” 9/10 of the iceberg, so to speak, which is the
context of the verse as it has been presented in the prayerbook. You can see what and possibly why our
ancestor rabbis chose these phrases, and fit them into their own context.

A second reason is to show that the prayerbook’s use of quotations makes it a “Best of Jewish
Thought.” This shows you how our ancestral ideas are reused by embedding them in new contexts. Jews
have always been doing this, even taking quotes out of context and standing them on their head, so to speak.
That is the flexibility of the grand language of poetry.

Third, as tropes are put on the accented syllables (which is why Hebrew calls them “accents”), they
help one learn the correct pronunciation of the words.

Why Does Trope Exist At All?

When we show Biblical text, we include Trope (accent signs).  In addition to pointing out
accentuation, the trope signs also provide punctuation. For example, the etnachtaæ is the trope for

clause/phrase ends, functioning as a semicolon. And the sof-pasuçk tells you, by hearing, where each verse
ends.

Additionally, many of the Bible’s words can be assembled into phrases in more than one way. The
trope is our traditional way, codified between the 5th and 9th centuries CE, of saying which words form
phrases and belong together. The standard phrases of tropes follow the table on the next page.

One interesting tidbit of interpretation: The first word of the Torah, ,h¦Jt ¥r §C b’reshit, begins with the
letter §C bet, the second, not first, letter of the Hebrew alef-bet/alphabet. This has given rise to many
explanations of why this should be. But in addition to starting with the second letter of the alef-bet, the trope
under that word (tipchaå) is the second in its standard series! So there is unity of intent, that both the initial
letter and trope are the second, not first. Look in any Torah commentary to Genesis 1:1 and you will see
some of the wealth of creative explanations for this.

The table that follows displays the most common trope signs, so that you can learn to distinguish
them from vowels. There are even a couple of places where we have put trope signs under the English
translation or transliteration. Note that in this table, when the trope signs are under English words they face
left to right, whereas under the Hebrew they face right to left.

Some of the trope names are in Hebrew, and some in Aramaic.  Also, there are several systems of
names.  The Ashkenazic names are used in this table.

Most trope signs are grouped in phrases. The most common phrases are in the second table.
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CHART OF TROPE SIGNS

Trope Name 
& Sign in English

Hebrew
or

Aramaic

Meaning of the 
Trope Name

Trope Name 
& Sign in Hebrew

mapaàch A reversed Q³©P §v ©n

pashtaá A extending Ætÿ §J ©P

munaâch H sustained j́b̈ ªn

(zakef) katoãn H (little zakef) lesser upright i º«yë-; ¥ez̈

merchaä A lengthen t¬̈f §r ¥n

tipchaå A hand-breadth ẗj §P ¦y

etnachtaæ A rest t·̈T §j©b §, ¤t

sof-pasuçk (parashah) H end of a verse (portion) (v «̈X ©r ©P) :eU «xP̈-;Ix

zarkaè A throw »të §r©z

segoél H treasure ķID ¤x

dargaê A stepwise t̄D̈ §r ©S

t’virë A broken rh²¦c §T

reviiì H four-square h À¦gh ¦c §r

zakef-gadoíl H (Big zakef) full upright kI ¾sD̈-; ¥ez̈

gershayimî H double expulsion oº¦h ©J §r¥D

ï y’tiv A staying ch ¦,§hµ

pazeðr H scatter r¿¥zP̈

t’lishah-k’tanahó H (Little t’lishah) pick off ÁvB̈ ©y §e-tJ̈h¦k §T

ôt’lishah-g’dolah H (Big t’lishah) pick off Âvk̈Is §d-tJ̈h¦k Â§T

kadmañ A preceding t¸̈n §s ©e

ve’azlaò A going on t ¹̈k §z ©t §u

Together, kadmañ ve’azlaò means “coming and going!”
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THE COMMON TROPE PHRASES

i º«yë j́b̈ ªn Ætÿ §J ©P Q³©P §v ©n    or µ  i º«yë j́b̈ ªn ch ¦,§h

mapaàch pashtaá munaâch (zakef) katoãn   or ï y'tiv munaâch (zakef) katoãn

t·̈T §j©b §, ¤t j́b̈ ªn ẗj §P ¦y t¬̈f §r ¥n

merchaä tipchaå munaâch etnachtaæ

eU «xP̈-;Ix t¬̈f §r ¥n ẗj §P ¦y t¬̈f §r ¥n

merchaä tipchaå merchaä sof-pasuçk (sof-parashah)

ķID ¤x j́b̈ ªn »të §r©z j́b̈ ªn

munaâch zarkaè munaâch segoél

rh²¦c §T t̄D̈ §r ©S

dargaê t’virë

h À¦gh ¦c §r j́b̈ ªn j́b̈ ªn

munaâch munaâch reviiì

h À¦gh ¦c §r j́b̈ ªn t ¹̈k §z ©t §u t¸̈n §s ©e

kadmañ ve’azlaò munaâch reviiì
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CANDLELIGHTING SONGS FOR SHABBAT AND FESTIVALS:
Afterwards continue on page 16 with the candlelighting.

dM̈ §l ©O ©d zÄ ©W THE SABBATH BRIDE

Hebrew by Chaim Nachman Bialik

zFpl̈i ¦̀ d̈ WŸ̀ x ¥n dÖ ©g ©d
 ,dẅ §N ©Y §q ¦p

 z` ©x §w ¦l ` ¥v¥p §e E Ÿ̀A
 ,dM̈ §l ©O ©d zÄ ©W

z ¤c «¤xFi `i ¦d d¥P ¦d
dk̈Ex §A ©d dẄFc §T ©d

mi ¦k ῭ §l ©n DÖ ¦r §e
.dg̈Ep §nE mFlẄ `ä §v

,dM̈ §l ©O ©d i ¦̀ ŸA i ¦̀ ŸA
.dN̈ ©M ©d i ¦̀ ŸA i ¦̀ ŸA

 m ¤ki ¥l£r mFlẄ
.mFlẌ ©d i ¥k £̀ §l ©n

The sun on the treetops

no longer is seen.

Come gather to welcome

the Sabbath our Queen.

Behold her descending,

the holy, the bless’d,

and with her the angels

of peace and of rest.

O come, O come, O Sabbath bride,

O come, O come, and here abide.

Peace be to you

O you angels of peace.

ON FESTIVALS
W·¤D ©j §C ̈T §j ©n«̈G §u 

BE HAPPY ON YOUR FESTIVAL

Deuteronomy 16:14-15

sh W·¤D ©j §C ̈T §j ©n «̈G §u 
 ÆW ¤̧T ¦cU ³W§b ¦cU v¸̈T ©t

 hÀ¦u¥K ©v §u W º¤,n̈£t«©u Ẃ §S §c ©g §u
v̈bn̈§k ©t«̈v §u oI¬,Ḧ ©v §u r²¥D ©v §u

 :Wh «¤rg̈ §J ¦C r¬¤J£t
uy Æd«jT̈ oh À¦nḧ ,´©g §c ¦J 

 Wh º¤v«k¡t v́Ïvh«©k
v·̈Iv§h r´©j §c¦hÎr ¤J£t oI eN̈ ©C

Wh À¤v«k¡t v́Ïv§h ºW §f ¤r«̈c§h h́ ¦F
 ÆW §,«̈tUc §TÎk’f §C

 Wh º¤sḧ v´¥G£g«©n Æk«f §cU
: ©j«¥nG̈ Q¬©t ,̈h¦hv̈ §u

14 Be happy on your festival:

you, your son, and your daughter

& your manservant & maid, & the Levite,

& the resident alien, orphan, & widow

in your gated (home and city).

15 Seven days you’ll feast (on Sukkot)

for YHWH your G0d,

in The Place YHWH chooses;

for YHWH your G0d will bless you

in all your produce

and in all the work of your hands, 

and you’ll be sooooooo happy!
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zFx¥p ©d z ©wl̈c ©d LIGHTING CANDLES

SHABBAT AND FESTIVALS

dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
 ,ml̈Frd̈ K¤l«¤n Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀

 ,eiz̈F §v ¦n §A Ep«Ẅ §C ¦w x ¤W£̀
 x¥p wi ¦l §c ©d §l Ep«Ë ¦v §e

.zÄ ©W l ¤W

.aFh mFi l ¤W     

.aFh mFi §e zÄ ©W l ¤W        

Blessed Y0u Ad0nay

 our G0d, Ruler of the Universe, 

by Wh0se mitzvot we are hallowed, 

Wh0 commands us to kindle the flame 

of Shabbat.

     of this Festival.

          of Shabbat and of this Festival.

Welcoming Shabbat

We sit here newly gathered before the face of our G0d 
Joining together this evening to worship the H0ly 0ne, to sanctify our existence.

How shall we begin the search to reach the sacred part of ourselves where rests the essence 
of all that is good?

By stopping.

Stopping our concern for those things that divert us all week long...
At least for the brief moments of our Shabbat eve and opening ourselves to hear the message, 
O so silent, carried to us by the still, small voice of G0d.

On Shabbat,
either go to the next page Y’did Nefesh
or go to page 144 for a few songs.

On a festival that begins on Shabbat,
go to page 30 and continue with Psalm 92, the Sabbath Psalm

On a festival that does not fall on Shabbat,
go to page 32 and continue with the Bar’chu.
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W¤t«¤p ci ¦c §i L0VING S0UL
See Commentary and citations on page 133

§i,on̈£g ©xd̈ a ῭  W ¤t«¤p ci ¦c
.L §pFv §x l ¤̀  L §C §a©r KFW §n

lÏ ©̀  Fn §M L §C §a©r uExï
.L §xc̈£d lEn l ¤̀  d¤e£g ©Y §W ¦i

Li«¤zFci ¦c §i Fl a ©x¡r¤i
  .m©r«ḧ l ’k §e sEv z ¤t «Ÿp ¦n

L0ving s0ul, tender Parent,

draw Y0ur servant to Y0ur will.

Y0ur servant will run like a hart,

will bow to Y0ur beauty.

May Y0ur love be sweeter 

than honeycomb, than any taste.

d̈ml̈Frd̈ ei¦f d ¤̀ p̈ xEc
.L«¤zä£d ©̀  z ©lFg i ¦W §t©p

 `P̈ ῭V«̈k ẗb t¬̈p §r t²̈b k ¾¥t
.L §ei¦f m©rF «p Dl̈ zF` §x ©d §A

` ¥R ©x §z ¦z §e w¥G ©g §z ¦Y f ῭
.ml̈Fr z ©g §n ¦U Dl̈ dz̈ §id̈ §e

Beautiful, pleasant, infinite radiant,

my soul is lovesick.

Please, G0d, please heal her.                Num 12:13

Show her Y0ur pleasant radiance.

Then she’ll be strong, she’ll heal,

and she’ll be happy eternally.

ëLi«¤n£g ©x `p̈ En¡d¤i wi ¦z
.L §aEd£̀  o ¤A l©r `p̈ dq̈E «g §e

 dÖM̈ d¤f i ¦M¦T §p©x §f¦b ;«¬x §f¦bi
.L«¤G ªr z ¤x«¤̀ §t ¦Y §A zF` §x ¦l

i ¦A ¦l dc̈ §n ©g d¤N ¥̀
.m ¥N©r §z ¦Y `p̈ l ©̀ §e `p̈ dq̈E «g §e

Age-old 0ne, arouse Y0ur mercy!

Console Y0ur loved-one’s child.

For this is how I yearned, yearned        Gen 31:30

to see Y0ur beautiful power.

These lure my heart,

so please console it, don’t hide!

¦d `p̈ d¤lB̈
i ©lr̈ i ¦ai ¦a£g UFx §tE
.L«¤nFl §W z ©M ªq z ¤̀

L «¤cFa §M ¦n u ¤x«¤̀  xi ¦̀ Ÿ
.KÄ dg̈ §n §U ¦p §e dl̈i«¦bp̈

c¥rFn `ä i ¦M a ©d¡̀  x ¥d ©n
.ml̈Fr i ¥ni ¦M Ep«¥P ’g §e

Please reveal Y0urself, 

and unfurl, lovingly, over me

Y0ur peaceful Sukkah/Shelter.

Shine Y0ur honor on the world,

we’ll rejoice, be so glad with Y0u. 

Quickly, L0ve, the moment’s come! 

Grace us as in eternity.
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zÄ ©W z ©lÄ ©w
SERVICE OF GREETING SHABBAT

See the commentary on page 133

In the TaNaKh (Hebrew Bible), the traditional Psalms do not refer to Shabbat,
but our ancestors chose them for Kabbalat Shabbat for other reasons.

When sung in a Shabbat context, our mystical ancestors saw Shabbat, a feminine Hebrew word,
as a feminine aspect of G0d. We translate these songs in that light.

In effect, while saying one set of words, they “listened” to another set of words.
That is one of the ways mystics operate.

We may continue with the traditional Psalms beginning on page 20
or with one or more of these songs selected from the Kabbalat Shabbat Psalms:

v́b̈ §B «©r§b Uf§ †k PSALM 95:1-2

 v·̈u«vh©k v́b̈ §B «©r§b Uf§ †k
 :Ub«¥g §J¦h rUḿ§k vg̈h À¦r Œ̈b

 v·̈sI, §C uh́b̈p̈ v´̈n §S ©e§b
Ub«¥g §J¦h rUḿ§k vg̈h À¦r Œ̈b

:I«k «©gh ¦r»̈b ,I Àr ¦n §z ¦ ŒC

Let’s start singing to Ad0nay!

Shout out to our Saving Rock.

We approach G0d’s Presence with thanks.

Shout out to our Saving Rock.

Shout out our songs!

Sing another song below or go to the blessing at the bottom of the next page

vü«vh©†k Urh ¦́J PSALM 96:1-2

 J·̈sj̈ rh¬¦J vü«vh©†k Urh ¦́J
 :. ¤r«̈tv̈Îk’F vÀ̈u«vh© Œk Urh¬¦J
 I ·n §J Uf́ §r«̈C vü«vh©†k Urh ¦́J

:I «,g̈UJ§h oIÀh§ ŒkÎoI«H ¦n U ¬r §¬ ©C

Sing to Ad0nay, sing a new song

Sing to Ad0nay all the Earth, 

Sing to Ad0nay, bless The Name

Tell the good news daily of G0d’s victory.

Sing another song on the next page, or go to the blessing at the bottom of the next page
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o¦h ©nẌ ©†v Uj́ §n §G¦h PSALM 96:11

 o¦h ©nẌ ©†v Uj́ §n §G¦h
 . ¤r·̈tv̈ ḱ¥d,̈ §u

:I «t«k §nU oÀ̈H ©Œv o¬©g §r«¦h

The Heavens are happy,

the Earth exults! 

The Ocean, in all its fullness, roars!

Sing another song below or go to the blessing at the bottom of the page

©g ª́rz̈ rI t PSALM 97:11

 eh·¦S ©M©k ©g ª́rz̈ rI t
:v«̈j §n ¦G c¬¥kÎh ¥r §J¦h§kU

Light is sown for the righteous; 

and for the true-hearted, joy.

Some communities sing Psalm 100, the Psalm for a Thanksgiving Offering, on Shabbat:

 v·̈j §n ¦G §C v́ü«v§hÎ, ¤t Uś §c ¦g PSALM 100:2

 v·̈j §n ¦G §C v́ü«v§hÎ, ¤t Uś §c ¦g
:v«̈bb̈ §r ¦C uhÀ̈bp̈§ Œk Ut«¬C

Ut« ¬C)...(:v«̈bb̈ §r ¦C  

Serve haShem joyfully;

come into G0d’s presence singing.

Optional blessing to end the Kabbalat Shabbat Psalms

from the Jewish Community of Rome

Leader:       :K ¥x ©a §p i ©x ¥a ©g My friends, let us bless.

 , ï §i dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
dg̈Ep §n o ©zp̈ x ¤W£̀

l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i FO©r §l
W ¤c «Ÿw zÄ ©W mFi §A

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

Wh0 gave rest

to Y0ur people, Yisra’El

on the holy Sabbath day.

Rise and go to page 25

The Traditional Kabbalat Shabbat Psalms
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See commentary, page 133

PSALM 95   SUNDAY: Creation of Light and Darkness

 t v·̈u«vh©k v́b̈ §B «©r§b Uf§ †k
 :Ub«¥g §J¦h rUḿ§k vg̈h À¦r Œ̈b

 c v·̈sI, §C uh́b̈p̈ v´̈n §S ©e§b
Ub«¥g §J¦h rUḿ§k vg̈h À¦r Œ̈b

:I«k «©gh ¦r»̈b ,I Àr ¦n §z ¦ ŒC

1 Let’s start singing to Ad0nay!

Shout out to our Saving Rock.

2 We approach G0d’s Presence with thanks.

Shout out to our Saving Rock.

Shout out our songs!

d v·̈u«v§h kIśD̈ ḱ ¥t h³¦F 
 :oh «¦v«k¡tÎk’FÎk ©g kI Às Œ̈D Q¤k¬¤nU

s  Isḧ § †C r´¤J£t
 . ¤r·̈tÎh ¥r §e §j ¤n

 :I«k oh ¦́rv̈ ,I p£gI «, §u
v  Uv·̈Gg̈ tUv́ §u oḦ ©†v ÍkÎr ¤J£t

 :Ur«̈mḧ uh¬̈s»̈h , ¤J À¤C©h §Œu
u vg̈·̈r §f¦b §u v́¤u£j«©T §J¦b Ut« †C 

 :Ub «¥G«g v¬̈u«»v§hÎh«¥b §p¦k v À̈f §r §c¦Œb
z  Ubh À¥v«k¡t tU ³v h»¦F

 I,h ¦g §r ©†n o´©g Ub §j³©b£t«©u
 I ·sḧ it«́m §u

 :Ug «̈n §J ¦, I¬k«»e §CÎo «¦t oIÀH ©Œv
j  v·̈ch ¦r §n ¦F o¤f §c ©c§ †k UJ́ §e ©TÎk ©t

 :r«̈C §s ¦N ©C v À̈X ©Œn oI¬h §F
y  o·¤fh ¥,Ic£t h¦bUX ¦†b r´¤J£t

 :h«¦k¢g’p U¬t»̈rÎo©D h¦bUÀbj̈ § ŒC
h  rI Às §C yU ³e »̈t | v¸̈bJ̈ oh³¦g»̈C §r ©t

 o·¥v ćc̈¥k h´¥g«T o³©g r À©n«tü
 :h«̈fr̈ §s U¬g §s«̈hÎt«k o À¥v §Œu

th  h·¦P ©t §c h ¦T §g¬©C §J¦bÎr ¤J£t
:h «¦,j̈Ub §nÎk ¤t iU Àt«c§ŒhÎo ¦t

3 For Ad0nay is a great G0d,

the greatest Ruler, above all other “gods.”

4 [The 0ne] in Wh0se hands are 

the deepest searchings-out of the universe,

the loftiest reaches, too;

5 to Wh0m ocean belongs, having made it,

and the dry land, crafted by hand.

6 Come, we’ll bow down, 

bending and kneeling, before Ad0nay Wh0 made us.

7 For here is our G0d

and we are a people G0d shepherds,

a hand-cared-for flock,

right now, if we can only sense the Voice!

8 Let’s not armor our hearts like we did at “Quarrel”,A

as the day of “Testing”A in the Wilderness.
9 “There your ancestors tested Me,

tried Me, even having seen My handiwork.

10 Forty years I loathed that generation,

saying, ‘This people’s heart strays,

not knowing my ways.’

11 So I angrily swore

not to let them come to My resting place.”B

A Quarrel and Testing, Merivah and Massah, (or Massah and Merivah”)
were two of the places the Israelites tested G0d’s patience by
disobedience. Exodus 17:7; Numbers 20:13,24
B That is, Cana’an, the Promised Land
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PSALM 96   MONDAY: Separation of the Waters Above From Those Below

 t J·̈sj̈ rh¬¦J vü«vh©†k Urh ¦́J
 :. ¤r«̈tv̈Îk’F vÀ̈u«vh© Œk Urh¬¦J

 c I ·n §J Uf́ §r«̈C vü«vh©†k Urh ¦́J
:I «,g̈UJ§h oIÀh§ ŒkÎoI«H ¦n U ¬r §¬ ©C

1 Sing to Ad0nay, (sing) a new song

Sing to Ad0nay, all the Earth, 

2 Sing to Ad0nay, bless The Name

Tell the good news daily of G0d’s victory.

d I ·sIc §F ó¦hID ©c Uŕ §P ©x 
 :uh«̈,It§k §p¦b oh À¦N ©g«̈ ŒvÎk’f §C

s s«·t §n ḱ̈K ªv §nU v́ü«v§h kI ³s»̈d h¬¦F 
 :oh «¦v«k¡tÎk’FÎk ©g tU À Œv t¬̈rI»b

v oh·¦kh¦k¡t oh ¦́N ©gv̈ h́ ¥v«k¡tÎk’F | h³¦F 
 :v «̈Gg̈ o¦h¬©n »̈J vÀ̈u«vh«©Œu

u uh·̈bp̈§k r¬̈sv̈ §uÎsI «v 
 :I «JS̈ §e ¦n §C , ¤r À¤t §p ¦, §Œu z«¬g

z oh·¦N ©g ,Ij́ §P §J ¦n vü«vh©†k Ućv̈ 
 :z« «gü sI¬c»̈F vÀ̈u«vh© Œk U¬c »̈v

j I ·n §J sIć §F vü«vh©†k Ućv̈ 
:uh«̈,Ir §m ©j§k Ut«¬cU v À̈j§b ¦ ŒnÎU «t §G

y J ¤s«·eÎ, ©r §s ©v §C vü«vh©†k Uú£j«©T §J ¦v 
:. ¤r«̈tv̈Îk’F uhÀ̈bP̈ ¦ Œn Ukh¬¦j

h Q À̈kn̈ v³̈u »v§h | o̧¦hID ©c U ³r §n ¦t 
 yI ·N ¦TÎk ©C ḱ ¥c ¥T iIF́ ¦TÎ; ©t

:oh «¦rJ̈h ¥n §C oh À¦N ©Œg ih¬¦s»̈h

3 Recount among all nations the Glory,

throughout all peoples the Marvels.

4 For Ad0nay is great, and very praised,

more held in awe than other “gods.”

5 See, all the “gods” of the pagans are weak idols,

but Ad0nay made the Universe.

6 Majesty and honor are before G0d,

strength and beauty fill the Sanctuary. 

7 Credit Ad0nay, families of peoples,

credit Ad0nay with glory and strength.

8 Credit Ad0nay with glory to the Name,

take a tribute offering into the Temple. 

9 Bow down to Ad0nay with holy honor,

tremble before G0d, all the earth.

10 Say to the nations, “Ad0nay reigns:

founding the world securely;

judging all peoples truly.”

th  o¦h ©nẌ ©†v Uj́ §n §G¦h
 . ¤r·̈tv̈ ḱ¥d,̈ §u

:I «t«k §nU oÀ̈H ©Œv o¬©g §r«¦h

11 The Heavens are happy,

the Earth exults! 

The Ocean, in all its fullness, roars!

ch I·CÎr ¤J£tÎk’f §u h ©s ¨†G ź«k£g«©h 
 :r ©g«̈hÎh ¥m£gÎk’F UÀb §B ©r§Œh z¬̈t

dh t À̈c hÄ¦F | v̧ü«v§h h³¥b §p¦k 
 . ¤r¬̈t Å̈v y«¶P §J¦k »tc̈ h¬¦F

e¤s·¤m §C k¬¥c ¥TÎy« «P §J¦h
:I «,b̈Un¡t¤C oh À¦N ©g §Œu

12 Fields, thrill, and all within!

Ring out delight, trees of the woods!

13 In the presence of Ad0nay, Wh0 comes,

Wh0 comes to judge the Universe;

judging the world righteously,

the peoples, faithfully.
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PSALM 97   TUESDAY: Dry Land Emerges and The Creation of Plant Life

 t . ¤r·̈tv̈ ḱ¥dT̈ Q̈k ¨†n v́ü«v§h
:oh«¦C ©r oh¬¦H ¦t U Àj §n §G¦Œh

1 Ad0nay reigns, the world rejoices;

gladness reaches the farthest shores.

 c uh·̈ch ¦c §x ḱ ¤pr̈£g«©u íb̈g̈
 :I «t §x ¦F iIf́ §n y À̈P §J ¦n ŒU e ¤s¬¤m

 d Q·¥k ¥T uh́b̈p̈§k J ¥†t
 :uh «̈rm̈ ch́ ¦c »̈x y¥v©k §, ŒU

 sk·¥c ¥T uh ´̈er̈ §c Urh ¦́t ¥v
 :. ¤r«̈tv̈ k´¥jT̈©u v̈,£t «̈r 

 v UX ©n †̈b dÀ©bIS ©F oh À¦rv̈
 v·̈u«v§h h́¥b §p¦K ¦n

 :. ¤r«̈tv̈Îk’F iIś£t hÀ¥b §p¦K ¦ Œn
 u I ·e §s ¦m o¦h́ ©nẌ ©v Ush́ ¦D ¦v

 :I «sIc §F oh ¦́N ©gv̈Îk’f U tr̈ §u
 z k ¤x À¤p h ¥s §c«ÄgÎk’F | UJ ³c¥h

oh·¦kh¦k¡tC̈ oh¬¦k§k ©v §, «¦N ©v
 :oh «¦v«k¡tÎk’F I ŒkÎUu£j«©T §J ¦v 

 j iIÀH ¦m | j ©̧n §G ¦T©u vÄ̈g §nJ̈
 v·̈sUv§h ,Íb §C vb̈§k¥dT̈©†u

 :v«̈u«v§h Wh́ ¤yP̈ §J ¦n i ©g©n§k
y vÀ̈u«v§h v³̈T ©tÎh«¦F 

 . ¤r·̈tv̈Îk’FÎk ©g iI¬h§k ¤g
 :oh «¦v«k¡tÎk’FÎk ©g ,̈h À¥k£g«©Œb s«¬t §n

h g¬̈r U Åt§b ¦G vÀ̈u«v§h h¬¥c£v ««t 
 uh·̈sh ¦x£j ,IJ́ §p©b r ¥n« †J

:o«¥kh ¦M©h oh À¦gJ̈ §Œr s¬©H ¦n

2 Cloud and fog envelop G0d,

True justice is the base of G0d’s throne.

3 Fire precedes G0d,

burning the opposition all around.

4 Lighting the world with lightning —

the world saw, and trembled.

5 Mountains melt like wax

before Ad0nay,

before the universal Majesty.

6 Heaven recounts G0d’s victory,

all the peoples have seen G0d’s glory.

7 Be ashamed, idolmakers —

you who bow down to nothingness —

for all “gods” bow down before G0d.

8 Tzion heard and rejoiced,

the towns* of Yehudah exulted,

because of Y0ur justice, Ad0nay.

9 For Y0u, Ad0nay,

are supreme in the Universe,

exalted above all the “gods.”

10 Y0u who love Ad0nay, hate evil,

for Ad0nay guards all faithful souls,

rescuing them from all evil.

 th eh·¦S ©M©k ©g ª́rz̈ rI t
:v«̈j §n ¦G c¬¥kÎh ¥r §J¦h§kU

11Light is sown for the righteous; 

and for the true-hearted, joy.

 ch v·̈u«vh«©C oh ¦eh ¦S ©†m Uj́ §n ¦G
:I «J §s ’e r¤f́¥z§k U ÀsIv §Œu

12 Rejoice, you righteous, in Ad0nay,

and praise the memory of G0d’s Holiness.

  *literally, “daughters of Judah,” but in many places the outlying villages of a city are called “banot/daughters”.
  This verse speaks to Zion (Jerusalem) and its suburbs.
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PSALM 98   WEDNESDAY: Creation of Lights in the Heavens

t rI ¿n §z ¦n 
J À̈sj̈ rh¬¦J | v̧ü«vh«©k Urh³¦J

1 A song:

Sing to Ad0nay a new song,

 v·̈Gg̈ ,I¬tk̈ §p¦bÎh«¦F
 :I «J §s ’e ©gI ¬r §zU IÀbh ¦n§Œh I¬KÎvg̈h «¦JIv

c I ·,g̈UJ§h vü«v§†h ©gh ¦́sIv 
 :I «,ë §s ¦m v¬̈K ¦D oÀ¦hID ©Œv h¬¥bh»¥g§k

d »I,b̈Un«¡t«¤u | IŞ §x ©j r³©f»̈z 
 k¬¥t Å̈r §G¦h ,h¶¥c§k

 . ¤r·̈tÎh ¥x §p ©tÎk’f U¬tr̈
 :Ubh«¥v«k¡t ,¬©gU »J§h , À¥Œt

s . ¤r·̈tv̈Îk’F vü«vh«© †k Ugh ¦́rv̈ 
 :Ur«¥N©z §u Ub́ §B ©r §u U j §m ¦P

v rI·B ¦f §C v́ü«vh©k Uŕ §N©z 
 :v «̈r §n ¦z kIé §u rIÀB ¦f § ŒC

u r·̈pIJ kIé §u ,Ir §m«́m£j «©†C 
 :v«̈u«v§h Q¤k Ä¤N ©v | h³¥b §p¦k Ugh À¦r ¨Œv

z I ·t«k §nU oḦ ©†v o´©g §r¦h 
 :V«̈c h ¥c §Jh́ §u k À¥c ¥ŒT

j ;·̈fÎUt£j «§n¦h ,I ¬rv̈§b 
:Ub«¥B ©r§h oh¬¦r »̈v s ©jÀ©Œh

for Ad0nay has done marvels.

Ad0nay has triumphed in holy power.

2 Ad0nay has displayed this triumph,

revealing righteousness to all nations,

3 Remembering the covenant faithfully

with the House of Yisra’El.

The ends of the earth saw

the liberating might of our G0d.

4 Shout for joy to Ad0nay, all the earth;

break out in jubilation and sing!

5 Make music to Ad0nay with the harp,

with the harp and other instrumentation;

6 With trumpets and shofar calls,

shout for joy before the Ruler, Ad0nay!

7 The ocean roars, and all that fills it,

the world and its inhabitants,

8 The torrents clap hands

 all together the mountains ring

y »tc̈ h¬¦F vÀ̈u«v§hÎh¥b¬§p«¦k 
 . ¤r¬̈t Å̈v y«¶P §J¦k

 e¤s·¤m §C k¬¥c ¥TÎy« «P §J¦h
:oh «¦rJ̈h ¥n §C oh À¦N ©g §Œu

9 in the presence of Ad0nay, Wh0 comes

to judge the universe,

judging the world righteously,

the peoples honestly!
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PSALM 99   THURSDAY: Creation of Birds and Fish

t oh·¦N ©g Uź §D §r¦h Q̈k ¨†n v́ü«v§h 
:. ¤r«̈tv̈ yU¬b »̈T oh À¦cUr § ŒF c¬¥J»h

1 Ad0nay reigns — the peoples tremble!

Enthroned on cherubim — the earth shakes!

 c kI ·sD̈ iÍH ¦m §C vü«v§†h
 :oh «¦N ©g«̈vÎk’FÎk ©g tU À Œv o¬̈r §u

d t À̈rIb §u kI ¬s»̈D W §n ¦ †J UśIh 
 :tU «v JI ¬s »̈e

 s c¬¥v Å̈t y¶̈P §J ¦n »Q¤k ¤n z«¬g §u
 oh·¦rJ̈h ¥n T̈§b́©bIF vT̈ ©†t

 | c« ³e£g«©h §C v À̈es̈ §m ŒU y¬̈P §J ¦n
 :,̈h «¦Gg̈ v Ä̈T ©t

 v Ubh À¥v«k¡t v³̈u »v§h U ¿n §nI «r
 uh À̈k §d ©r o«¬s£v«©k Uu£j«©T §J «¦v§†u

 :tU «v JI ¬s »̈e
 u uhÀ̈b£v ««f«§C | i«̧r£v«©t §u v³¤J »n

 I ·n §J h́ ¥t §r«e §C k ¥tUn §J †U
 vÀ̈u«v§ŒhÎk ¤t oht¬¦r«»e

 :o«¥b£g«©h tUv́ §u
z o·¤vh¥k£t ŕ ¥C ©s§h ib̈¨†g sUŃ ©g §C 

 uh À̈,«s¥Œg U ¬r §nJ̈
 :In«̈kÎi ©,«̈b e«j́ §u

2 Ad0nay is great in Tzion,

exalted above all peoples.

3 They praise Y0ur great, awesome Name —

Y0u are holy.

4 Mighty justice-loving Ruler,

Y0u established honesty,

justice, and righteousness in Ya’akov —

Y0u did this!

5 Exalt Ad0nay our G0d,

and bow down toward the Temple —

Y0u are holy.

6 Mosheh and Aharon, among G0d’s priests,

and Shmu’el, all invokers of the Name,

would invoke Ad0nay’s Name 

and would be answered.

7 Out of a pillar of cloud Y0u spoke to them

because they kept Y0ur commandments;

the statute Y0u gave them.

j o¬̈,hÅ¦b£g v¶̈T ©t »Ubh ¥v«k¡t v́ü«v§h 
 o·¤vk̈ ,̈h́¦hv̈ t«¥G« †b ḱ ¥t
 :o«̈,Ikh¦k£gÎk ©g o À¥e«b §Œu

y Ubh À¥v«k¡t v³̈u »v§h U ¿n §nI «r 
 I ·J §s ’e r´©v§k Uu£j«©T §J «¦v§†u

:Ubh«¥v«k¡t v¬̈u«»v§h JI Às ¨ŒeÎh«¦F

8Ad0nay, our G0d, Y0u answered them.

Y0u, G0d, bore with them,

though punishing them for their misdeeds.

9 Exalt Ad0nay our G0d,

and bow toward the Holy (Temple) Mount --

for Ad0nay, our G0d, is holy!
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All Shabbat services continue here.                     All who are able, please rise.

vü«vh«© †k Ućv̈ PSALM 29   FRIDAY
see commentary, page 133

t  s¬¦u Å̈s§k rI Àn §z ¦n
 oh·¦k ¥t h́¥b §C vü«vh«© †k Ućv̈
 :z« «gü sI¬cF̈ vÀ̈u«vh© Œk U¬cv̈

 c I ·n §J sIć»§F vü«vh«© †k Uć »̈v
U¬u£j«»©T §J ¦v vÀ̈u«vh© Œk

:J ¤s« «eÎ, ©r §s ©v §C

1 A song of David:

Credit Ad0nay*, children of might,

Credit Ad0nay with glory and strength.
2 Credit Ad0nay with glory to the Name,

Bow low to Ad0nay 

with holy honor.

d  o¦h¬̈N Å©vÎk ©g §vÀ§u §v§h kI ¬e
oh·¦g §r ¦v sI¬cF̈ ©vÎk«¥t

:oh«¦C ©r o¦h¬©nÎk ©g ¦v ¦Àu ¦v¦Œh

3 Ad0nay resounds over the waters,

The glorious G0d, thundering,

Ad0nay, over boundless waters.

 s ©j«·F ©C ¤v¬¤u ¤v¤h ÎkI «e
 :r «̈sv̈ ¤C ¥vÀ¥u ¥v Œ¥h kI ¬e

 v oh·¦zr̈£t ŕ ¥c«J «v«u«v«h kIé
 r¬¥C ©J§h ©uŒhIvIÀuIvI

:iI «bc̈§K ©v h¬¥z §r ©tÎ, ¤t

4Ad0nay resounds forcefully,

Ad0nay resounds magnificently.
5 Ad0nay resounds, smashing cedars,

Ad0nay shatters 

the cedars of (Mount) Lebanon.

 u k¤d·¥gÎIn §F o¬¥sh ¦e §r©H ©u
iI¬b»̈c§k Iń §F i«Àh §r ¦G §Œu :oh «¦n ¥t §rÎi ¤c

6 So (G0d) made them prance like a calf.

Lebanon and Sirion, like young oxen.

z ÎkI «e ªvª¬u ª»vªh c À¥m« Œj ,I¬c£v«»©k  :J«¥t
j  kIéhUvUuUvU r·̈C §s ¦n kh ¦́jḧ 

 :J «¥së r¬©C §s ¦n v̈À̈uv̈¹̈h kh¬¦j»̈h
y »,IkḦ ©t ḱ¥kIj§h | ©v ©̧u ©vh kI ³e

7 Ad0nay’s sound splits lightning bolts,
8 Ad0nay’s sound whirls the wilderness,

Ad0nay makes the Kadesh desert dance.
9 Ad0nay’s sound makes deer quake,

 ,I ¬r Å̈g§h ; ¶G¡j«¤H ©u
:sI «cF̈ r¬¥n«»t I ÀKªŒF I·kf̈h ¥v §cU

and strips forests bare —

While in G0d’s Hall all say, “Glory!”

h  c·̈Jḧ kUĆ ©N©k vü«v§†h
 :o«̈kIg§k Q¤k´¤n vÀ̈u«v§Œh c ¤J¬¥H ©u

 th i·¥T¦h IŃ ©g§k z«g vÀ̈uv«§h
 | v¹̈u«v§h

:oI«kẌ ©c IŃ ©gÎ, ¤t Q¥rc̈§h

10 Ad0nay sat enthroned at the Flood,

Ad0nay sits enthroned as Ruler forever.
11 Ad0nay, Y0u grant Y0ur people strength.

Ad0nay! 

Blesses our people with peace.

*For commentary on the spelling of G0d’s name, see page 5.                        If you are standing, please be seated.
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i ¦cŸec dk̈ §l LET’S GO, MY BELOVED
*See commentary, page 134

By ShLoMoH HaLeVY Alkabetz, 16th century Kabbalist (mystic). The 8 consonants of
his name begin the first 8 stanzas.

For a mystical and singable English paraphrase, go to page 160

We sing either the whole song or a shorter version:

for example,  ` (alef) stanzas,  A (bet) stanzas, top stanzas, or bottom stanzas.

We always sing the first and last pages.

Æh ¦sIs v³̈f§k dN̈ ©M z` ©x §w ¦l 
:dl̈ §A ©w §p zÄ ©W i¥p §R

Singable English paraphrase of the chorus: 

Let’s go,1 greet the bride my friend,

Let’s go meet Shabbat once again.

A `
J̈rI ²n§e rI ²fz̈,cg̈ ¤̀  xEA ¦c §A 

 .cg̈ªi §O ©d l ¥̀  Ep«r̈i ¦n §W ¦d
 cg̈ ¤̀  Fn §yE cg̈ ¤̀  ï §i

:dN̈ ¦d §z ¦l §e z ¤x«¤̀ §t ¦z §lE m ¥W §l

Guard 2 and Remember 3 in one word

That G0d unique sounded for us.

Ad0nay is 0ne; G0d’s Name is “0ne”

In renown, in beauty, and in praise.

Æh ¦sIs v³̈f§k dN̈ ©M z` ©x §w ¦l 
:dl̈ §A ©w §p zÄ ©W i¥p §R

Let’s go, greet the bride my friend,

Let’s go meet Shabbat once again.

A `

¦ldk̈ §l¥p §e Ek §l zÄ ©W z` ©x §w
.dk̈ẍ §A ©d xFw §n `i ¦d i ¦M
 dk̈Eq §p m ¤c «¤T ¦n W Ÿ̀x ¥n

 d ¤U£r ©n sFq
 :dN̈ ¦g §Y däẄ£g ©n §A

Let’s get up and go to welcome Shabbat. 

For She is the source of blessing.

Poured forth primeval, preceding all-

Last created; 

conceived first.

Æh ¦sIs v³̈f§k dN̈ ©M z` ©x §w ¦l 
:dl̈ §A ©w §p zÄ ©W i¥p §R

Let’s go, greet the bride my friend,

Let’s go meet Shabbat once again.

1 Song of Songs 7:12; 2 Sabbath Commandment: Deuteronomy 5:12; 3 Sabbath Commandment: Exodus 20:8
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`

¦ndk̈El §n xi ¦r K¤l«¤n W ©C §w
 .dk̈ ¥t£d ©d KFY ¦n i ¦̀ §v i ¦nE «w

k̈Îc ©rK,¤c¤J 
tf̈C̈ ©†v e ¤n´¥g §C

:dl̈ §n ¤g K ¦i«©lr̈ lFn£g©i `Ed §e

Royal sanctuary, majestic city-

Get up, get out of the rubble! 

Enough of you sitting 4

in the valley of tears! 5

G0d’s heart melts for you.

Æh ¦sIs v³̈f§k dN̈ ©M z` ©x §w ¦l 
:dl̈ §A ©w §p zÄ ©W i¥p §R

Let’s go, greet the bride my friend,

Let’s go meet Shabbat once again.

A

¦vh ¦nU ¬e r²̈pg̈ ¥n h ¦̄r£g«©b §, 
Q À¥T §r ©t §p ¦, h´¥s §d ¦C h ¦́J §c¦k :i ¦O©r 

 o ¤A c©i l©rh º¦n §j©K ©vÎ,h¥C h́ ©J¦h
:Dl̈ ῭ §b i ¦W §t©p l ¤̀  dä §x ’w

Shake yourself! Get the dust off!

Wear your fine clothes, My people! 

By power of Jesse’s son, of Bethlehem 7

Be near my soul and redeem it.

Æh ¦sIs v³̈f§k dN̈ ©M z` ©x §w ¦l 
:dl̈ §A ©w §p zÄ ©W i¥p §R

Let’s go, greet the bride my friend,

Let’s go meet Shabbat once again.

`

¦v h À¦r §rI «g §, «¦v h ¦́r §rI «g §,!
h ¦rI t h ¦nU ¬e Q·¥rIt t́c̈Îh«¦F! 

 h ²¦rUg h¬¦rUg!
rh·¦J h ¦r«¥C ©S! 

Q¦h¬©kg̈ v̈u«v§h sI¬c §F:dl̈ §b ¦p 

Wake up! Wake up! 8

See - here’s your light: so start shining! 9

Can you feel it? Can you feel it? 10

Say so, sing out! 11

G0d’s glory is revealed through you. 9

Æh ¦sIs v³̈f§k dN̈ ©M z` ©x §w ¦l 
:dl̈ §A ©w §p zÄ ©W i¥p §R

Let’s go, greet the bride my friend,

Let’s go meet Shabbat once again.

4Deuteronomy 1:6; 5Psalm 84:7; 6 Isaiah 52:2; 7 I Samuel 16:1, 8 Isaiah 51:17; 9 Isaiah 60:1; 10 Isaiah 52:1 & Judges 5:12;
11 Judges 5:12
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A

«́kh ¦JI ºc ¥, tŸ̀l §e h¦n§k«̈F ¦TÎ! 
h ¦̧j£jI ÄT §J ¦TÎv ©n h¶¦n¡v ¤TÎv ©nU .

 KÄ¦«N ©g h¬¥H ¦b£g U x¡j¤h ,i
V º̈K ¦TÎk ©g Ærh ¦g v¬̈,§b §c¦b §u:

Don’t be ashamed, Don’t be embarrassed! 12

Why hide it? Why keep silent? l3

My people’s poor find shelter in Y0u. 14

And a city will be built on its ruin. 15

Æh ¦sIs v³̈f§k dN̈ ©M z` ©x §w ¦l 
:dl̈ §A ©w §p zÄ ©W i¥p §R

Let’s go, greet the bride my friend,

Let’s go meet Shabbat once again.

`

§uÆQ¦h ©̧xt«J v º̈X ¦J §n¦k U³hv̈
U e£j «̈r §u l ’M Q¦h«̈g§K ©c §n .

Q¦h «̈v«k¡t Q¦h©kg̈ Gh¬¦Gḧ 
¦Mv º̈K ©FÎk ©g Æi,̈j̈ GI ³G §n:

Those who rip you up will be ripped; 16

All who swallowed you will be far away. 17

Y0ur G0d rejoices with you

As a groom rejoices with a bride. 18

Æh ¦sIs v³̈f§k .dN̈ ©M z` ©x §w ¦l 
:dl̈ §A ©w §p zÄ ©W i¥p §R

Let’s go, greet the bride my friend,

Let’s go meet Shabbat once again.

A

ḧh ¦m« ·r §p ¦T kut« n §GU ih¬¦n! 
 ï §i z ¤̀ §e¦mh «¦r£g ©T .i

 i ¦v §x ©R o ¤A Wi ¦̀  c©i l©r
v̈j §n §G¦b §u§e vk̈h¬¦db̈:

Burst out right and left. 19

Revere 20 Ad0nay 

By power of Peretz’s (“Burster’s”) son

We’ll be so happy! 21

Æh ¦sIs v³̈f§k dN̈ ©M z` ©x §w ¦l 
:dl̈ §A ©w §p zÄ ©W i¥p §R

Let’s go, greet the bride my friend,

Let’s go meet Shabbat once again.

12 Isaiah 54:4, l3 Psalm 42:12; 14 Isaiah 14:32; 15 Jeremiah 30:18; 16 Jeremiah 30:16; 17 Isaiah 49:19; 18 Isaiah 62:5;
19 Isaiah 54:3 (alluding to Genesis 28:14); 20 Isaiah 8:11; 21 Isaiah 25:9
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All who are able, rise and face west
towards where the sunset ushers in Shabbat.

 mFlẄ §a i ¦̀ F «A
V·̈k §g ©C , ¤r´¤y£g 

§A m©Bv º̈j §n ¦J§aE ̈k‘v’m d
 i¥pEn¡̀  KFYv º̈Kªd §x o´©g 

We bow as we say:

i ¦̀ F «A ,dN̈ ©k
i ¦̀ F «A :dN̈ ©k

Come in peace, 

“Crown of her Husband,” 22

in happiness and joy; 23

into the faithful of the “Treasured Folk;” 24

Come in, Bride! 

Come in, Bride! 25

Æh ¦sIs v³̈f§k dN̈ ©M z` ©x §w ¦l 
:dl̈ §A ©w §p zÄ ©W i¥p §R

Let’s go, greet the bride my friend,

Let’s go meet Shabbat once again.

We are seated.

22 Proverbs 12:4; 23 Jeremiah 31:6; 24 Deuteronomy 7:6,14:2, & 26:18;
25 Babylonian Talmud: Shabbat 119a & Baba Kamma 32b.

* Grammatical Note:  dN̈ ©k/challah in this quote, is not the traditional Sabbath bread  dN̈ ©g/challah, but a grammatical form of 

dN̈ ©M/kallah, meaning “bride”. Why? The Even-Shoshan Hebrew Dictionary indicates that the letters z,t,k,c,b,a are normally
written with a dagesh (dot in the center indicating the “hard” sound of the consonant) when they appear at the beginning of a
word.  The dagesh is omitted when the word is hyphenated or when the previous word ends with one of the imot ha’kriah
letters `,e,d,i. In this case, i ¦̀ F «A ends with a i and that is the reason for the absence of the dagesh in the following word

dN̈ ©k/challah.
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On Festivals that begin on Shabbat, begin here:

,«̈C ©X ©v oÍh§k rh Œ¦J rI¬n §z ¦n PSALM 92
THE SABBATH PSALM

trh Œ¦J rI ¬n §z ¦n  
:,«̈C ©X ©v oÍh§k 

c v·̈u«vh©k ,I ¬s«v§k cI Ày 
:iI«h§k ¤g Ẃ §n ¦J§k r¥N©z§kU

1 A song, poetry 

for the Sabbath day:

2 It is good to praise and thank Ad0nay,

to make music to Y0ur Name, Supreme.

d W·¤S «§x ©j r ¤e«́C ©C sh́ ¦D ©v§k 
 :,I«kh¥K ©C ÀW §,«̈bU «n¡t¤Œu

s k¤c·̈bÎh¥k£g«©u rIG¨†gÎh«¥k£g 
:rI «B ¦f §C iÍhD̈ ¦v h¥k£g

3 To tell, each morning, of Y0ur love,

of Y0ur faithfulness each night,

4 on a “10-string” (harp) and on a lute,

with meditative music on the lyre.

v W·¤k‘£g’p §C v́ü«v§h h ¦b́ ©T §j ©N ¦G h³¦F 
 :i«¥B ©r£t Wh´¤sḧ h¥G£g«©n«§C

5 Y0u elate me, Ad0nay, with Y0ur deeds,

because of Y0ur handiwork I sing for joy.

u Úk §sD̈Îv ©n v·̈u«v§h Wh́ ¤G£g«©n 
:Wh«¤,«c §J §j ©n U ¬e §ng̈ s« Àt § Œn

6 How great are Y0ur creations, Ad0nay,

so very profound are Y0ur designs!

Psalm 92 continued: the pleasure awaiting the righteous: a Sabbath from strife.

z g·̈s«¥h t¬«k r ©g ©†C Jh ¦́t 
 :,t««zÎ, ¤t ih¬¦c»̈hÎt«k kh À¦x §f ŒU

joh ¦̧gJ̈ §r ©j« ³r §p ¦C  I ¬n«§F | c ¤G À¥g
 i¤u·̈t h¥k£g««́PÎk’F Umh ¦mḦ©†u
 :s«©gÎh ¥s£g o¬̈s §n«̈X ¦v§k

 y :v«̈u«v§h o¬̈k«»g§k oI Àr Œn̈ v¬̈T ©t §u
h vÀ̈uv«§h Wh ¿¤c§h«t v¶¥B ¦v h³¦F 

 Us·¥ct«h Wh́ ¤c§h«t v́¥B ¦vÎh«¦F
 :i¤u«̈t h¥k£g««¬PÎk’F U Às §rP̈ §,¦Œh

th h·¦b §r ©e oh́ ¥t §r ¦F o ¤ŕT̈ ©u 
:i«̈b£g «©r i ¤n´¤J §C h À¦,«K ©ŒC

ch h¬̈rU ÅJ §C hÀ¦bh ¥g y¬¥C ©T©u 
 oh À¦g ¥r Œ§n h¬©kg̈ oh¦nË ©C

:h«̈b §z ’t vb̈ §g¬©n §J ¦T

7 A brutish person will not know,

nor the foolish discern this:

8 When evil flourishes like grass,

and criminals bloom like wildflowers,

they will be everlastingly erased.

9 Yet Y0u are ever exalted, Ad0nay.
10 Look: here are Y0ur enemies, Ad0nay,

here are Y0ur enemies: they perish!

All criminals scatter!

11 Y0u raise, like an ox, my horn (victory).

I enjoy luxuriant anointings.

12 As my eye sees those who have eyed me,

those who have foully beset me —

my ear hears their downfall.
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dh r´̈nT̈©F eh ¦S©†m j·̈r §p¦h 
 :v«¤D §G¦h iIb́c̈§K ©C z ¤r¤t §F

sh v·̈u«v§h ,h́ ¥c §C oh¦kU, § †J 
 :Ujh «¦r §p©h Ubh́ ¥v«k¡t ,I r §m ©j §C

uy v·̈ch ¥G §C iUćUb§h sI g 
 :U«h §v¦h oh́ ¦B©b£g «©r §u oh¦b ¥J §S

zy v·̈u«v§h r´̈JḧÎh«¦F sh ¦D ©v§ †k 
:I «C v,̈¬̈k §u ©gÎt«k«§u h À¦rU Œm

13 The righteous flourish as a date-palm,

thrive like a cedar in Lebanon. 

14 Planted in Ad0nay’s House,

flowering in the courts of our G0d.

15 Still fruitful in hoary old age,

they drip with sap, they are ever green.

16 Attesting that Ad0nay is upright,

my Rock, in Wh0m there is no injustice.

PSALM 93 
A Sabbath from Chaos; Creation Completed

t J¬¥c Å̈k ,U ¶t¥D »Q̈kn̈ v́ü«v§h 
 r·̈Z ©t §, ¦v z«¬g vü«v§†h J́ ¥ck̈

 :yI «N ¦TÎk ©C k À¥c ¥ŒT iI¬F ¦TÎ; ©t
c z·̈t ¥n Ẃ£t «§x ¦F iIf́b̈ 

 :vT̈«̈t ók̈Ig«¥n
d vÀ̈uv«§h | ,Iŗv̈ §b U ³t §Gb̈ 

 o·̈kIe ,Iŕv̈§b Ut́ §Gb̈
:o«̈h §f ’S ,Iŕv̈§b U t §G¦h

1Ad0nay reigns, majestically attired,

Ad0nay is attired, strapped with strength,

founding the world securely.

2 Y0ur throne was set before the beginning,

Y0u have existed always.

3 The torrents raise, Ad0nay,

the torrents raise their voice,

the torrents raise their pounding voice.

s oh À¦C ©r o¦h³©n | ,Iķ«E ¦n 
 o·̈hÎh ¥r §C §J ¦n oh ¦́rh ¦S ©t
 :v«̈u«v§h oIŕN̈ ©C rh¦S ©t

v s« Àt §n UÄb §n ¤t¤b | Wh ¤̧,«s«¥g 
 J ¤s«·eÎvü£t«̈b ¬W §,h ¥c§k

:oh «¦nḧ Q ¤r«t́§k vÀ̈u«v§Œh

4 Yet above the din of boundless waters,

the mighty, sea-splitting breakers,

are Y0u, mighty, on high, Ad0nay.

5 Y0ur assurances are truly believable;

Y0ur House is lovely in holiness, 

Ad0nay, Y0u exist for all time.

Continue on the next page 

Or to add a traditional Kaddish Yatom (Mourner’s Kaddish) here, go to page 120
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ai ¦x£r ©n
EVENING SERVICE

THE SH’MA AND ITS (FOUR) BLESSINGS

d̈i ¤zFkx ¦aE r ©n §W z ©̀ i ¦x §w

Meditation
Sometimes we are in the mood to read the service’s words and follow along in song. Sometimes we are not. At

those times, the act of studying the text of the siddur, the prayerbook, is the equivalent of piously saying it, and wrestling
with the words with which we agree and disagree is the equivalent of worshipping G0d.

Who knows? The distractions that keep us from following the congregation might be meant especially for us to
hear today. Distraction can be a form of revelation, for it indicates those things about which we are most concerned. And
what better place to wrestle with them than here in the assembly of our people engaged in seeking elevated thoughts?

All who are able, please rise.

Ek §xÄ
BLESS (the reading of Torah, i.e. the Sh’ma)
The Shaliach Tzibbur (prayer leader) faces the Ark.

See commentary, page 135

Webow, bending the knee, at the words  Ek §xÄ and  KExÄ.

We rise at  ©d©e ©d©i, the Name of God.

 z ¤̀  Ek §xÄ    :KẍFa §n ©d
Bless Ad0nay, the Blessed.

 KExÄ:c¤rë ml̈Fr §l KẍFa §n ©d 
.Blessed be Ad0nay, the Blessed, infinitely and for ever.

If standing, please be seated.
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Kavannah/Intention
The celebration of each day begins with the setting sun,

so we begin this day aware that night and Shabbat both bring rest.

Traditional 1st Blessing of the Sh’ma Service
(The Light of) Creation

 mi ¦aẍ£r ai ¦x£r ©n  BLENDING DAY INTO DUSK

 , dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
 ,ml̈Frd̈ K¤l«¤n Epi«¥dŸl ¤̀

 Fxä §c ¦A x ¤W£̀
 ,mi ¦aẍ£r ai ¦x£r ©n

 ,mi ¦xr̈ §W ©g«¥zFR dn̈ §k ’g §A
 ,mi ¦Y ¦r d¤P ©W §n dp̈Ea §z ¦aE

 ,mi ¦P ©n§G ©d z ¤̀  si ¦l£g ©nE
 ,mi ¦ak̈FM ©d z ¤̀  x ¥C ©q §nE

 m ¤di ¥zFx §n §W ¦n §A
 .FpFv §x ¦M ©ri «¦wẍÄ

 ,dl̈ §i«l̈ë mFi ` ¥xFA
 ,K ¤W «g i¥p §R ¦n xF` l ¥lFB

 xF` i¥p §R ¦n K ¤W «g §e
,dl̈ §i«l̈ `i ¦a ¥nE mFi xi ¦a£r ©nE

 mFi oi ¥A li ¦C §a ©nE
,dl̈ §i«l̈ oi ¥aE

 .Fn §W zF`ä §v dedi
 ,mÏ ©w §e i ©g l ¥̀

 Epi«¥lr̈ KFl §n ¦i ci ¦nŸ
 .c¤rë ml̈Fr §l

 ,dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
:mi ¦aẍ£r ai ¦x£r ©O ©d

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay, 

our G0d, S0vereign of the Universe,

Wh0se word 

blends day into dusk;

and Wh0 wisely lets the sun through.

Wh0 keenly sparks the progression of times,

shuffles the seasons,

and organizes the stars

into galaxies 

spanning the heavens, as G0d desires.

Creator of day and night,

Roller of light away from darkness,

and of darkness away from light,

Wh0 fades the day and brings the night,

yet Wh0 keeps the day 

and night apart.

“Ad0nay of Infinities” is Y0ur Name.

G0d Alive and Well,

continually reign over us

infinitely and for ever.

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

Wh0 blends day into dusk.

Go to page 41 and continue with the Revelation prayers.
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Meditations on Ma’ariv Aravim
Creation (of Light and Darkness)

The traditional evening prayer speaks of the grandeur of creation on the cosmic scale — of stars in their
constellations. We now know of the reach of the heavens, galaxies, galactic clusters, supernovae, black holes,
and more. And, on the microcosmic scale, we now know of the parts of the parts of the parts of atoms. We
find a unity of existence becoming both matter and energy. We know also that time and velocity are relative.
When I try to envision the scale of creation, I...

“Let there be light” is the start of Creation. All Creation is light; matter and energy are both light. The
absence of light is darkness. Darkness is not a color — it is the absence of existence.

“Light” is a metaphor for knowledge — “darkness” for its lack. Light at the end of the tunnel, light to the
nations, love light in one’s eyes, illumination, enlightenment, bright star, a new dawn, shining forth,
brilliance, a flash, lightning striking, luminousness, golden glow...

Light is the way we mark time, in 24-hour days, and in “Eras/Days,” such as, a “New Day” is dawning. We
begin a Jewish day at night, and a Jewish month in the darkness of the new moon. How does the Jewish
orientation toward defining darkness as a time of new beginnings affect our view of the world?

Lighting candles as the first act of ushering in Shabbat and Festivals symbolizes the preeminence of Light in
the Creation of the Universe. When I light candles, I think of...

Blessed Y0u, S0urce of Existence, Wh0 blends Day into Dusk.

Go to page 41 and continue with the Revelation prayers.

Alternative Creation Song #1

h©bh ¥†g t´̈¬ ¤t  I LIFT MY EYES (TO THE MOUNTAINS)
Psalm 121:1-2                    Music by Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach

t oh·¦rv̈ ¤vÎk ¤t h©bh ¥†g t´̈¬ ¤t 
:h «¦r §z ¤g t«¬c»̈h i¦h À©t ¥Œn

cv·̈u«v§h o ¦́g ¥n h ¦r §z ¤†g 
:. ¤r«̈tü o¦h¬©n »̈J v À¥G« Œg 

1 I lift my eyes to the mountains.

From where will my help come?*

2 My help is from G0d,

Wh0 makes heaven and earth.

 ,dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
:mi ¦aẍ£r ai ¦x£r ©n ©d

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

Wh0 blends day into dusk.

*Does the Psalmist mean to imply that looking to the mountains is a valid way to search for G0d, (an old name for G0d was El
Shadday, which can mean, as in Grand Tetons, G0d of Breasts, or Mountain G0d). Or is the Psalm ridiculing that notion by saying
that as G0d is the Creat0r of the W0rld, above and beyond the highest mountain? We have chosen this latter understanding, and
hence, put a question mark, which is not in the Bible itself, after the statement.

Go to page 41 and continue with the Revelation prayers.
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Alternative Creation Song #2

i ¦l ¥̀  i ¦l ¥̀       MY G0D, MY G0D
Hebrew by Hannah Senesh; Music by David Zehavi

i ¦l ¥̀  i ¦l ¥̀
ml̈Fr §l x ¥nB̈ ¦i Ÿ̀N ¤W

mÏ ©d §e lFg ©d
m ¦i «©O ©d l ¤W WEx §W ¦x

m ¦i «©nẌ ©d w ©x §A
mc̈ ῭ d̈ z ©li ¦t §Y

(Oh) G0d, My G0d,

(I pray) that these things never end

The sand and the sea

The rush of the waters

The crash of the heavens

The prayers of All (Human prayer)

 ,dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
:mi ¦aẍ£r ai ¦x£r ©n ©d

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

Wh0 blends day into dusk.

Go to page 41 and continue with the Revelation prayers.

Alternative Creation Song #3

 o¦h ©nẌ ©†v Uj́ §n §G¦h   THE SKIES ARE HAPPY

Psalm 96:11

 o¦h ©nẌ ©†v Uj́ §n §G¦h
 . ¤r·̈tv̈ ḱ¥d,̈ §u

:I «t«k §nU oÀ̈H ©Œv o¬©g §r«¦h

The skies are happy! 

Earth exults! 

The ocean roars, and all that fills it!

 ,dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
:mi ¦aẍ£r ai ¦x£r ©n ©d

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

Wh0 blends day into dusk.

Go to page 41 and continue with the Revelation prayers.

Alternative Creation Song #4

©g ª́rz̈ rI t      LIGHT IS SOWN
Psalm 97:11

 eh·¦S ©M©k ©g ª́rz̈ rI t
:v«̈j §n ¦G c¬¥kÎh ¥r §J¦h§kU

Light is sown for the righteous; 

and for the true-hearted, joy.

Those who believe there will be light at the end of the week will find joy “sprouting” from the Sabbath.

 ,dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
:mi ¦aẍ£r ai ¦x£r ©n ©d

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

Wh0 blends day into dusk.

Go to page 41 and continue with the Revelation prayers.

35    Intro    Kabbalat Shabbat    Ma’ariv  [Sh’ma service  Amidah  Aleynu  Kaddish]    Conclusion    Commentary    Songs/Parables



Alternative Creation Prayer #1
THE SHADOWS OF EVENING FALL

Paraphrase of Ma’ariv Aravim

The shadows of evening fall, and stars appear in the heavens. Night follows day, but the sun dispels
darkness and brings warmth and growth to all it touches. This is the order of the universe. It brings us day and
night, dawn and twilight, a time to work and a time to bless, a time to expand and a time to replenish. In all
these G0d can be found.

 ,dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
:mi ¦aẍ£r ai ¦x£r ©n ©d

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

Wh0 blends day into dusk.

Go to page 41 and continue with the Revelation prayers.

Alternative Creation Prayer #2
G0D SANG THE CREATION

Adapted from the words of Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach

When G0d created the world, G0d said, 
“Let there be light; let there be fishes, let there be people.”

Do you think that when G0d was saying this G0d spoke in a harsh voice? 
For example, “Let there be fishes!” as if G0d said it in a fish market?
Or “let there be cows!” as if G0d said it in a butcher shop?

The truth is, that G0d didn‘t even say it. G0d sang it.
G0d sang the whole of creation into being.

Rebbe Nachman of Bratslav said, 
“Whenever you talk without singing, 
you are disconnecting yourself from the creation of the world.”

 ,dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
:mi ¦aẍ£r ai ¦x£r ©n ©d

Y0u, blessed G0d, 

even evenings.

Go to page 41 and continue with the Revelation prayers.
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Alternative Creation Prayer #3
THE UNIVERSE WAS BROUGHT FORTH 

by Chayim Stern, contemporary American, from Gates of Prayer

The universe was brought forth by an inexhaustible creative power. It pours out torrents of energy still.
Awesome and wondrous and mysterious, it is the source of our being.

Matter was formed out of chaos. Time passed, time beyond imagining; matter crossed a boundary and
became life. Time passed, and life gave birth to us!

Our universe is being formed at every moment. We too are not yet grown to our full height. But ours is a
special gift, for a special task: to help in our own shaping. For we were made to be free: free to love or to hate,
free to destroy or create.

We are like mountain climbers on a perilous ascent. Often we stumble; sometimes it seems we may dash
ourselves on the rocks below. But there is hope, for dimly we have seen a vision, and felt a presence, and faintly
heard a voice not ours.

The blazing stars, particles too small to see, the smiles of children, the eyes of lovers, melody filling the
soul, a flood of joy surprising the heart, mystery at the core of the plainest things — all tell us that we are not
alone.  They open our eyes to the vision that steadies and sustains us.

 ,dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
:mi ¦aẍ£r ai ¦x£r ©n ©d

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

Wh0 blends day into dusk.

Go to page 41 and continue with the Revelation prayers.
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Alternative Creation Prayer #4

m ¦iFB ©l xF`     A LIGHT TO THE NATIONS
translations of Isaiah 42:6-7; 49:6; and 60:1-3 by Rabbi Ari Cartun

As light was the first creation,
so being a light in the darkness is first among our missions as Jews.

I, haShem, have called you in righteousness...to make you a covenant people,

 e¤s¤m §c Wh¬¦,tr̈ §e v²̈u«v§h h̄ ¦b£t...ög ,h¬¦r §c¦k ²W§b ¤T ¤t §u ÀW §r’M ¤t §u 
    To be an Ohr laGoyim/a Light to the Nations:

:o«¦hID rI¬t§k
To open blind eyes, to bring prisoners out of prison,

 rh º¦X ©t Ær¥D §x ©N ¦n th³¦mIv§k ,I ·r §u ¦g o¦h́©bh ¥g ©j« e §p¦k
    To bring those who sit in darkness out of the prison house.      Isaiah 42:6-7

:Q ¤J «j h ¥c §J¬h t¤k¤F ,h¬¥C ¦n
G0d says, Is it a small thing that you should be My Servant,

 s ¤c º¤g Æh¦k ¬W §,I«h §v «¦n k ¥̧eb̈ r ¤nt«ÀH ©u
    That you should raise up the tribes of Jacob, and restore the remnant of Israel?

ch·¦Jv̈§k k¥tr̈ §G¦h h¬¥rUm§bU c« ºe£g«©h h́ ¥y §c ¦JÎ, ¤t Æoh ¦ev̈§k
I will also make you an Ohr laGoyim, a Light to the Nations,

oº¦hID rIt́§k ÆWh ¦̧T ©,§bU
    That My liberation extend to the ends of the earth.                  Isaiah 49:6

:. ¤r«̈tv̈ v¬¥m §eÎs ©g h¦,g̈U «J§h ,I¬h §v«¦k
Arise, shine, for your light has come, G0d’s glory shines on you!

 :j «̈rz̈ Q¦h¬©kg̈ v̈u«v§h sI¬c §fU Q·¥rIt t́c̈Îh «¦F h ¦rI t h ¦nU ¬e
    See, though darkness may cover the earth, thick darkness the people,

 oh·¦N ªt§k k¤pr̈£g«©u . ¤r º¤tÎv ¤X ©f§h ÆQ ¤J«̧j ©v v³¥B ¦vÎh«¦F
Still haShem will shine on you,

 vº̈u«v§h j´©r §z¦h ÆQ¦h©̧kg̈ §u
    G0d’s glory will be seen upon you.

:v«¤tr̈¥h Q¦h¬©kg̈ I sIc §fU
And nations will come to your light,

Q·¥rIt§k o¦hId U¬f§k«̈v §u
    Rulers to the brightness of your dawn.                                     Isaiah 60:1-3

:Q«¥j §r©z V©d«¬b§k oh¦f̈k §nU

 ,dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
:mi ¦aẍ£r ai ¦x£r ©n ©d

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

Wh0 blends day into dusk.

Go to page 42 and continue with the Revelation prayers.
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Alternative Creation Prayer #5
PRAISE ME OR CURSE ME

by Aaron Zeitlin, contemporary American

Praise Me, says G0d, and I will know that you love Me.
Curse Me, says G0d, and I will know that you love Me.
Praise Me or curse Me, and I will know that you love Me.

Sing out My graces, says G0d.
Raise your fist against Me and revile, says G0d.
Sing out graces or revile.
Reviling is also a kind of praise, says G0d.

But if you sit fenced off in your apathy, says G0d,
If you sit entrenched in: “I don’t give a hang,” says G0d,
If you look at the stars and yawn,
If you see suffering and don’t cry out,
If you don’t praise and you don’t revile,
Then I created you in vain, says G0d.           

 ,dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
:mi ¦aẍ£r ai ¦x£r ©n ©d

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

Wh0 blends day into dusk.

Go to page 42 and continue with the Revelation prayers.
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Alternative Creation Prayer #6
Y0U MADE US JUST LESS THAN G0D

Psalm 8

t :s«¦us̈§k rI¬n §z ¦n ,h À¦T ¦D Œ©vÎk ©g ©j¬¥M©b §n«©k 
c UbhÀ¥b«s£t v³̈u«v§h 

v¬̈b §TÎr ¤J£t . ¤r·̈tv̈Îk’f §C W §n ¦ †J rh ¦́S ©tÎv«̈n
:o¦h «̈nẌ ©vÎk ©g ÀW §sI Œv

 dz«¬g Å̈T §s¶©X ¦h »oh ¦e§b«h«§u oh¦̧k§kI «g h³¦P ¦n 
 :o «¥E©b §, «¦nU cÀ¥hI Œt ,h¬¦C §J ©v§k Wh·¤r §rIm i ©g¬©n§k 

sWh·¤,«g §C §m ¤t h́ ¥G£g«©n Wh ¤n ¨†J v´¤t §r ¤tÎh«¦F 
 :vT̈§b«̈bIF r´¤J£t oh À¦cf̈If §Œu ©j¬¥r»̈h 

vUB·¤r §F §z ¦,Îh«¦F JIb¡†tÎv«̈n 
 :UB «¤s §e §p ¦, h́ ¦F o À̈s ¨ŒtÎi ¤cU 

uoh·¦v«k¡t ¥n y ©g § †N Uv´¥r §X ©j §T©u 
 :Uv «¥r §Y ©g §T r´̈sv̈ §u sI cf̈ §u 

zWh·¤sḧ h́ ¥G£g«©n §C Uv¥kh ¦J §n ©†T 
 :uh«̈k §d ©rÎ, ©j«©, vT̈´©J k« ŒF 

jo·̈KªF oh ¦́pk̈£t«©u v́¤b«m 
:h «̈sG̈ ,I¬n£v«»©C oÀ©d §Œu

yo·̈H ©v h́¥d §sU o¦h ©n ¨†J rIṔ ¦m 
:oh «¦N©h ,I¬j §r ’t r À¥c« Œg 

h Ubh·¥b«s£t v¬̈u«v§h 
:. ¤r«̈tv̈Îk’f §C W À§n ¦ ŒJ rh¬¦S ©tÎv«̈n

1(A Psalm of David, with music)     
2 Ad0nay Ad0neynu, 

how great is Y0ur Name throughout the world!

Wh0 places Y0ur glory beyond the heavens.

3 From the mouth of babes and sucklings Y0u founded strength,

because of Y0ur enemies, to stop foe and avenger.

4 When I see Y0ur heavens, the work of Y0ur fingers,

moon and stars which Y0u set in place,

5 (I wonder,) what is a mortal that Y0u remember us —

A human, that Y0u consider us —

6 So that Y0u made us just less than G0d,*

and crowned us with honor and glory?

7 Y0u made us steward over the work of Y0ur hands,

all that is beneath our feet:

8 all the sheep and cattle,

and also the beasts of the field, 

9 the birds of the skies and the fish of the sea,

that pass through the currents of the seas: 

10 Ad0nay Ad0neynu,

how great is Y0ur Name throughout the world!

 ,dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
:mi ¦aẍ£r ai ¦x£r ©n ©d

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

Wh0 blends day into dusk.

* Hebrew: m’at me-El0him, usually mistranslated as “little lower than the angels.”

Go to page 42 and continue with the Revelation prayers.
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Kavannah/Intention
Revelation is a form of G0d’s Parental Love.

The W0rld wants to be known, as any Parent does.
Our ancestors followed the 0neness of G0d through the Middle East and bey0nd.
Their teachings, their “torah” (small “t”), have shaped our centuries ever since.

Traditional 2nd Blessing of the Sh’ma Service

Revelation/Enlightenment

ml̈Fr z ©a£d ©̀    LOVE ETERNAL

 ml̈Fr z ©a£d ©̀
 ,Ÿ §a«d̈ ῭  L §O©r l ¥̀ ẍ §W ¦i zi ¥A

 ,zF §v ¦nE dẍFY
 ,mi ¦hR̈ §W ¦nE mi ¦T ªg

 Ÿ §c«©O ¦l Ep «z̈F`
 ,Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀  dedi o ¥M l©r

 Ep«¥nEw §aE Ep«¥a §k ’W §A
 ,Li «¤T ªg §A ©gi «¦Up̈

 L«¤zẍFz i ¥x §a ¦c §A g ©n §U ¦p §e
 .c¤rë ml̈Fr §l Li«¤zF §v ¦n §aE

 Epi«¥I ©g m ¥d i ¦M ,Epi«¥nï K ¤x «Ÿ̀ §e
 ,dl̈ §i«l̈ë mn̈Fi d¤B §d¤p m ¤däE

With eternal love Y0u 

loved the House of Israel, Y0ur people.  

Torah and mitzvot, 

laws and judgments

Y0u taught us.

So, Ad0nay our G0d,

when we lie down (to sleep) or rise,

we meditate on Y0ur laws

and celebrate Y0ur Torah’s words

and Y0ur mitzvot forevermore.

See! by them we survive and live long,

so we ponder them by day, by night.

xi ¦qŸ l ©̀  L §zä£d ©̀ §e
 .mi ¦nl̈Fr §l EP«¤O ¦n

 ,dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
:l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i FO©r a ¥dF`

Never withdraw Y0ur love

from us, ever.

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

L0ver of Y0ur people, Israel.

Go to page 48 and continue with the Sh’ma.
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Meditations on Ahavat 0lam
Revelation of Torah as G0d’s Eternal Love

Just as parents show their love for their children by teaching them about life, giving them “roots and wings,” Y0u instill
within us a desire to know Y0u, Y0ur universe, and what is right and just, merciful and compassionate.

The “Written Torah” is the saga our people wrote about how we came to be, and what is expected of us. The “Oral
Torah” is what we have asked about the saga, and what we have answered each other about it. As long as we engage the
“Written Torah” in dialogue, it remains the longest-running conversation on record concerning the meaning of life.

Originally, the Ten Commandments preceded the Sh’ma. Because some Jews and early Christians believed that only the
Ten Commandments were revealed to Moses, this reading was changed into a prayer which praised G0d for revealing at
Sinai the entirety of the Written Torah. What do I believe was revealed to our people -- at Sinai and thereafter?

“Revelation”, in English, implies an “unveiling” of a true view of the world. In Hebrew, “gilui” means “rolling away”
that which impedes our sight of the truth. Torah, in Hebrew, was not “revealed.” It was “given.” Is knowledge and truth
there to be “unveiled,” or does it have to be given? Do we find it, chase it, and go get it through our own actions, or
does it come to us because the Universe itself “wants” to be known, and gracing whom it will with enlightenment?

When I read the Torah, I approach it with emotions, both positive and negative. When I read what other Jews have
written about Torah, I have similar emotions. What do I feel when I think of Torah? Are my emotions a help or a
hindrance to my being able to see it for myself with my own eyes?

Blessed Y0u, S0urce of T0rah, L0ver of Y0ur people, Yisra’El. 

Go to page 48 and continue with the Sh’ma.

Alternative Revelation/Enlightenment Prayer #1
DISTRACTION AS REVELATION

by AvRam Aryeh

Sometimes we are in the mood to read the service’s words and follow along in song. 
Sometimes we are not. 

At those times, the act of studying the text of the siddur (prayerbook) is the equivalent of piously saying it. 
Wrestling with the words with which we agree or disagree is the equivalent of worshipping G0d. 

Who knows? The distractions that keep us from following the congregation 
might be meant especially for us to hear today.

Distraction can be a form of revelation, 
for it can indicate those things about which we are most concerned.

And what better place to wrestle with them 
than here in the assembly of our people engaged in seeking elevated thoughts?

 ,dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
:l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i FO©r a ¥dF`

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

L0ver of Y0ur people, Israel.

Go to page 48 and continue with the Sh’ma.
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Alternative Revelation/Enlightenment Song #1

mi ¦xä §c dẄl §W l©r   ON THREE THINGS (The World Stands)
Text: from Pirkey Avot 1:2; Music by Chaim Tzur

mi ¦xä §c dẄl §W l©r
:c ¥nFr ml̈Frd̈

dc̈Fa£rd̈ l©r §e dẍFY ©d l©r
:mi ¦cq̈£g zEli ¦n §B l©r §e

On three things

the world stands:

on the Torah (The “Teaching”), on service(s)

and on kind deeds.

 ,dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
:l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i FO©r a ¥dF`

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

L0ver of Y0ur people, Israel.

Go to page 48 and continue with the Sh’ma.

Alternative Revelation/Enlightenment Song #2

`i ¦d mi¦I ©g u¥r   A TREE OF LIFE
Proverbs 3:18, 17; Lamentations 5:21

jh th ¦†v oh́¦H ©jÎ.«¥g 
 V·̈C oh ¦́eh ¦z£j«©N©k

:r «̈X ªt §n v̈h¬¤f §n«,«§u
zho ©g«·bÎh¥f §r ©s v̈h¬¤fr̈ §S 

:oI«kJ̈ v̈h́ ¤,Ich¦,§bÎk’f«§u
tf | v³̈u«v§h Ub ¥̧ch ¦J£v 

 vc̈U ºJb̈«§u ÆWh¤̧k ¥t
:o ¤s «¤e §F Ubh¥nḧ J¬¥S ©j

It [the Torah] is a tree of life 

to those who cling to it, 

and its supporters are happy.

Its ways are pleasant ways, 

and all its paths are peace.

Return us, Ad0nay, 

and we will return. 

Renew our days as before.

 ,dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
:l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i FO©r a ¥dF`

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

L0ver of Y0ur people, Israel.

Go to page 48 and continue with the Sh’ma.
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Alternative Revelation/Enlightenment Prayer #2
SEEK G0D AS G0D MAY BE FOUND

Isaiah 55:6,8,9; Jeremiah 9:22-23

uI ·t §mN̈ ¦v §C v̈u«v§h U ¬J §r ¦S 
:cI «rë I¬,Ih §v«¦C Uvªtr̈ §e

  jÆh ©,Ic §J §j ©n t³«k h́ ¦F 
o º¤fh ¥,Ić §J §j ©n

 h·̈fr̈ §S o¤fh¥f §r ©s t¬«k §u
:v«̈u«v§h oªt§b

  y. ¤r·̈t ¥n o¦h©nJ̈ U¬v §c«̈dÎh«¦F 
 Æh ©fr̈ §s U ³v §c«̈D i´¥F

 h©,«c §J §j ©nU o º¤fh¥f §r ©S ¦n
:o«¤fh ¥,« «c §J §j ©N «¦n

  cfvÀ̈u«v§h r´©nẗ | v«́F 
 k³¥K ©v §,¦hÎk ©t

I º,n̈ §f ’j §C Æof̈j̈
k¬¥K ©v §,¦hÎk ©t §u

I ·,r̈U «c §d ¦C rI C ¦D ©v
 k¬¥K ©v §,¦hÎk ©t

:I «r §J’g §C rh¦Jg̈
  dfḱ¥K ©v §,¦h ,t«ºz §CÎo ¦t h́ ¦F 

k À¥K ©v §, ¦N ©v
ḩ ¦,It ©g«śḧ §u »k¥F §G ©v

vº̈u«v§h h́ ¦b£t h ¦µF 
y¬̈P §J ¦n s ¤x²¤j v ¤G¬«g  

. ¤r·̈tC̈ v ̈es̈ §mU
h ¦T §m©pj̈ v¤K¬¥t §cÎh«¦F

:v«̈u«v§hÎo ªt§b
   ,dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ

:l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i FO©r a ¥dF`

6 Seek G0d as G0d may be found, 

call G0d while G0d is near.

8 For My thoughts are not 

your thoughts, 

nor are your ways My ways, 

says haShem, Being ItSelf!

9 For as heavens are higher than the earth, 

so My ways are higher 

than your ways, and My thoughts 

than your thoughts.                             Isaiah 55

22 So says haShem, Being ItSelf:

Let not the wise 

praise (their) wisdom, 

nor the mighty 

praise (their) might, 

nor the rich 

praise (their) riches;

23 But let those who would praise, 

praise this:

Clear-thinking and knowing Me,

for I am haShem, Being ItSelf,

Doing kindness, judgment,

and righteousness on earth;

for in these things I delight! 

says haShem, Being ItSelf.                   Jeremiah 9

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

L0ver of Y0ur people, Israel.

Go to page 48 and continue with the Sh’ma.

44    Intro    Kabbalat Shabbat    Ma’ariv  [Sh’ma service  Amidah  Aleynu  Kaddish]    Conclusion    Commentary    Songs/Parables



Alternative Revelation/Enlightenment Prayer #3
A W0RLD FOUNDED ON WISD0M

by AvRam Aryeh

A Midrash on Edmund Fleg’s statement
“I am a Jew because the faith of Israel demands of me no abdication of my mind…”

see commentary on page 135

Our tradition understood that the Universe’s natural laws are Torah,
and that Torah is the “blueprint of Creation,”1 so science is a way to revelation.

yh. ¤r·̈tÎs ©xḧ v¬̈n §f ’j §C vÀ̈uv«§h 
:v«̈bUc §, ¦C o¦h À©n ¨ ŒJ i¬¥bIF

G0d founded the world with wisdom,
the heavens with understanding 2.

cfI·F §r ©S ,h ¦́Jt ¥r h ¦bb̈ ¨†e vÀ̈uv«§h 
:z «̈t ¥n uh́̈kg̈ §p ¦n o ¤s ¤e

dfJt«Àr ¥n h ¦T §f¬©X ¦b ok̈Ig «¥†n 
:. ¤r«̈tÎh ¥n §s ©E ¦n

G0d created wisdom as the beginning of the way,
before G0d’s acts of old.
Wisdom was poured forth eternally,
from the beginning, preceding the earth.3

dhr¬¤J£tÎk’F k²©g v º̈n §f ’j«©C ÆrU,k̈ §u JI ³r §s¦k h À¦C¦kÎ, ¤t h ¦T´©,b̈ §u 
o¦h·̈nẌ ©v , ©j´©T v̈G£g«©b

:I «C ,I¬b£g«©k ösẗ«̈v h¬¥b §c¦k oh²¦v«k¡t ī ©,b̈ g À̈r í ©h §b ¦g | tUv́

I used my mind to research all things that are done
under the heavens; 
it is a difficult task that G0d gave humans to struggle with.4

dh,U·k §f ¦X ©vÎi ¦n v̈n §f ’j «©k iI ²r §,¦h J¬¥H ¤J h¦b º̈t h ¦,h ¦̄tr̈ §u 
:Q ¤J «j ©vÎi ¦n rI tv̈ iI ¬r §,h«¦F

thI ·T ¦g §c v́ ¤pḧ v̈Gg̈ k«¬F ©vÎ, ¤t 
o À̈sẗ«̈v t́m̈ §n¦hÎt««k r¯¤J£t hº¦k §C ¦n o º̈C¦k §C i´©,b̈ Æok̈«g«̈vÎ, ¤t o³©D

:;I «xÎs ©g §u Jt« ¬r ¥n oh¦v«k¡tv̈ v¬̈Gg̈Îr ¤J£t v²¤G£g«©N ©vÎ, ¤t

But I saw that wisdom excels folly,
just as light excels the darkness. 5

G0d made every thing beautiful in its time; 
and set the mystery of the world in our minds,
so no one can uncover G0d’s doings.6

thoI·H ©v W §U ©m §n h¬¦f«b«̈t r²¤J£t ,t«ºZ ©v v́ü §m ¦N ©v h ¦µF 
 :tu «¦v v ̈e«j §rÎt««k §u ºW §N ¦n Ætu ¦v ,t¬¥k §p¦bÎt««k

chr« Ànt¥k tu·¦v o¦h©nẌ ©c t¬«k 

Ub º̈K v̈´¤jË¦h §u Ævn̈§h ©̧nẌ ©v Ub³̈KÎv¤k£g«©h h ¦́n

 :vB̈ «¤G£g«©b §u V̈,«t Ub¬¥g ¦n §J©h §u
dhr« Ànt¥k tu·¦v öH©k r ¤c¬¥g ¥nÎt««k §u 

Ub º̈K v̈´¤jË¦h §u ÆoḦ ©v r ¤c³¥gÎk ¤t Ub ¹̈kÎr’c£g«©h h ¦́n

:vB̈ «¤G£g«©b §u V̈,«t Ub¬¥g ¦n §J©h §u
shs«·t §n r̈cS̈ ©v Wh²¤k ¥t cI ¬rëÎh «¦F 

 :I «,G£g«©k W §c«̈c§k ¦cU Wh¬¦p §C

See, this mitzvah which I command you today,
is not hidden from you, nor is it far off.
It is not in heaven, that you should ask,
“Who’ll go up to heaven and bring it back for us,
so we can know and do it?”
Nor is it beyond the sea, that you should ask,
“Who’ll cross the sea and bring it back for us,
so we can know and do it?”
But the word is very near to you:
already in your mouth and in your heart,
so you can do it;7

ux :h ¦T§b «̈n¡t ¤v Wh́ ¤,«u §m ¦n §c h¦F h ¦b·¥s §N©k , ©g´©sü o ©g´©y cU ³y  Teach me reasoning that I may believe in Y0ur mitzvot.8

uyr·̈cS̈Îk’f§k ih ¦́n£t«©h h ¦, ¤†P 

 :I «r ªJ£t«©k ih¬¦cḧ oU Àrg̈ §Œu

A fool believes every word;
but the prudent know they must confirm it.8

 ,dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
:l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i FO©r a ¥dF`

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

L0ver of Y0ur people, Israel.

1 Midrash Bereshit (Genesis) Rabbah 1:1     2 Proverbs 3:19    3Proverbs 8:22-23
4 Kohelet (Ecclesiastes) 1:13    5 ibid. 2:13    6 bid. 3:11.    7Deuteronomy 30:11-14     8Psalm 119:66     8Proverbs 14:15

Go to page 48 and continue with the Sh’ma.
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Alternative Revelation/Enlightenment Prayer #4
AD0NAY IS 0NE

from Gates of Prayer

Ad0nay is 0ne: Loving our ancestors throughout history, loving us today.

Ad0nay is 0ne: Revealing Torah to our ancestors, revealing Torah to us.

Ad0nay is 0ne: Ruling a dominion without limit, boundless in space and endless in time.

Ad0nay is 0ne: The sum of all that has been, the promise of all that is to be.

Ad0nay is 0ne: The Unity encompassing life and death, heaven and earth, light and darkness.

Ad0nay is 0ne: The 0neness that unites the smallest grains of sand with the farthest stars.

Ad0nay is 0ne: Unity manifested in the struggle to attain harmony among humanity, and balance within human nature.

Ad0nay is 0ne: Uniting body and soul in service to attain that love of ourselves and each other 

which is at one with the love of G0d.

 ,dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
:l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i FO©r a ¥dF`

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

L0ver of Y0ur people, Israel.

Go to page 48 and continue with the Sh’ma.

Alternative Revelation/Enlightenment Prayer #5
TORAH: G0D’S CHOICEST GIFT

from Gates of Prayer

The Torah is G0d’s choicest gift to the House of Israel.

Israel without Torah is like a body without a soul.
Like water, it refreshes and purifies.

Like wine, it gladdens the heart.
Like a crown, it exalts us above all creatures.

It is nobler than the crown of priesthood or royalty.
When Torah entered the world, freedom entered it.

The whole Torah exists only to establish peace.
Its first and last aim is to teach love and kindness.

What is hateful to you, do not do to others.
That is the whole Torah; all the rest is commentary; come and learn it.

Those who study Torah are the true guardians of civilization.
When the voice of reason is heard, the hand of violence does not prevail.

Wherever people study Torah, the presence of G0d dwells among them.

Honoring parents, performing acts of kindness, and making peace among people, these are among our highest duties;

But the study of Torah is equal to them all, because it leads to them all.

 ,dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
:l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i FO©r a ¥dF`

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

L0ver of Y0ur people, Israel.

Go to page 48 and continue with the Sh’ma.
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Alternative Revelation/Enlightenment Prayer #6
LETTERS FROM G0D DROPT IN THE STREET

from “Song of Myself” in Leaves of Grass by Walt Whitman (1855)

I have said that the soul is not more than the body,
And I have said that the body is not more than the soul;

And I say to any man or woman, 
Let your soul stand cool and composed before a million universes.

I hear and behold G0d in every object, yet understand G0d not in the least,
Why should I wish to see G0d better than this day?

I see something of G0d each hour of the twenty four, and each moment then,
In the faces of men and women I see G0d, and in my own face in the glass.

I find letters from G0d dropt in the street -- and every one is sign’d by G0d’s name,

And I leave them where they are,
for I know that others will punctually come forever and ever.

 ,dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
:l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i FO©r a ¥dF`

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

L0ver of Y0ur people, Israel.

Go to page 48 and continue with the Sh’ma.
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r ©n §W   HEAR!

You may remain in position or stand as is your custom.
See commentary, page 136

 ©n §Jgæ¬̈Iv§h k·¥tr̈ §G¦h  «̈j ¤t æ¬̈Iv§h Ubh¥v«k¡ts:
                                                     Hear, Israel: Ad0nay, Our G0d, Ad0nay is 0ne!        Deuteronomy 6:4

ë ml̈Fr §l FzEk §l ©n cFa §M m ¥W KExÄc¤r
Blessed is the Reknown of Y0ur glorious realm, for ever and ever.

If you are standing, please be seated.

Ÿ §a ©d ῭ §e   LOVE AD0NAY
Deuteronomy 6:5-9 

An alternative v’Ahavta is at the bottom of the next page

Wh·¤v«k¡t v́Ïv§h ,¥t º̈T §c ©v´̈t §u
W §J §p©bÎk’f §cU ¬W §c«̈c§kÎk’f §C

:W «¤s«t §nÎk’f §cU
v¤K À¥tv̈ oh ¦́rc̈ §S ©v Uºhv̈ §u

oIH ©v ²W §U ©m §n h̄ ¦f«b«̈t r ¤̧J£t
:W«¤cc̈§kÎk ©g

Whº¤bc̈§k o´̈T§b©B ¦J §u
o·̈C ̈T §r ©C ¦s §u

ÆW ¤̧,h ¥c §C ³W §T §c ¦J §C
Q ¤r º¤S ©c Ẃ §T §f¤k §cU

:W«¤nUe §cU W §C §f ’J §c «U
W·¤sḧÎk ©g ,I t§k o¬̈T §r ©J §eU

 ,« pÿ« «y§k U¬hv̈ §u
:Wh«¤bh ¥g ih¬¥C

W¤,h ¥C ,I¬zªz §nÎk ©g o²̈T §c ©, §fU
:Wh «¤rg̈ §J ¦cU

You will come to love Ad0nay your G0d

with all your mind, with all your being,

and with all your intensity,

and let these words

which I command you this day

pervade your mind.

Repeat them to your children. 

Speak, cite them —

whether sitting at home

or walking on your way,

when lying down to sleep or arising.

So bind them as a sign on your hand, 

so that they will be reminders 

before your eyes.

Write them on the doorposts of your home

and on your gates.

Continue on the next page with L’ma’an tizk’ru
or with the traditional verses beginning on page 50.
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U ºr §F §z ¦T i ©g´©n§k   THUS YOU WILL REMEMBER

The end of the Sh’ma Verses

U ºr §F §z ¦T i ©g´©n§k
h·̈,«u §m ¦nÎk’FÎ, ¤t o¤,h ¦G£g«©u

oh¦Js §e o¬¤,h¦h §v«¦u
:o«¤fh ¥v««kt¥k

o À¤fh ¥v««k¡t v́Ïv§h hº¦b£t
Æo¤f §, ¤t h ¦,t³¥mIv r ¤̧J£t

o¦h º©r §m ¦n . ¤ŕ ¤t ¥n
oh·¦v«kt«¥k o¤f̈k ,I¬h §v¦k

:o«¤fh ¥v««k¡t v¬̈Iv§h h¦b£t
(, º¤n¡t)

“Thus you will remember

and do all My mitzvot

and be holy

to your G0d.

I, Ad0nay, am your G0d

Wh0 brought you out of the 

land of Egypt 

to be your G0d.

I, Ad0nay, am your G0d.”      Num 15:40-41

(Truth)                                  Jeremiah 10:10

*According to Mishnah B’rachot 2:2 (Talmud: B’rachot 14a), if we connect the last phrase of the Sh’ma section (m¤ki ¥dŸl ¡̀  dedi
Ad0nay El0heychem “Ad0nay your G0d”) to the first word of the Redemption blessing (z ¤n¡̀   emet “truth”),

it forms the quote from Jeremiah 10:10 z ¤n¡̀  m¤ki ¥dŸl ¡̀  dedi  Ad0nay El0heychem Emet  “Ad0nay, Your G0d, is Truth.”

Go to page 52 and continue with the Redemption Prayers.

Alternative v’Ahavta / L’ma’an Tizk’ru 
AND YOU WILL LOVE

by Debbie Friedman, contemporary American

And you will love haShem, your G0d with all your heart
with all your soul, and with all your might.

And these words which I command you on this day
will be in your heart, will be in your heart

And you should teach them diligently to your children
And you will speak of them, when you’re sitting in your house

when you’re walking by the way, and when you lie down
and when you rise, and when you rise.

And you should bind them as a sign upon your hand
And they will be reminders between your eyes
And you will write them on the doorposts of your house

and on your gates, and on your gates.
That you may remember and do all My commandments
And be holy, holy to your G0d, holy to your G0d, holy to your G0d!

The text has been updated to modern usage (eliminating shall, unto and upon). Feel free to sing any older version familiar to you.
Reminders has been substituted for the archaic “frontlets,” based on the parallel text in Exodus 13:9.

Go to page 52 and continue with the Redemption Prayers.
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Traditional Verses Following the v’Ahavta

 ©g«³nJ̈Îo ¦t vÀ̈hv̈ §u    AND IF YOU HEED
See commentary, page 138

 dhh º©,«u §m ¦nÎk ¤t ÆUg §n §J ¦T ©g«³nJ̈Îo ¦t vÀ̈hv̈ §u 
 oI·H ©v o¤f §, ¤t v¬¤U ©m §n h²¦f«b«̈t r ¤̄J£t

I ºs §c’g§kU Æo¤fh ¥v««k¡t v³̈Iv§hÎ, ¤t v º̈c£v«©t§k
 :o«¤f §J §p©bÎk’f §cU o¤f §c ©c§kÎk’f §C

sh I T ¦g §C o²¤f §m §r ©tÎr«©y §n h ¦̄T ©,«̈b §u 
 JI ·e§k ©nU v´¤rIh

 :W «¤rv̈ §m¦h §u W §J ««rh ¦, §u Wº¤bd̈ §s ́T̈ §p ©x«̈t §u
uy W·¤T §n ¤v §c¦k W §s «̈G §C c ¤G¬¥g h²¦T ©,«̈b §u 

 :T̈ §g«̈cG̈ §u ̈T§k ©f«̈t §u
zy o·¤f §c ©c§k v¤T §p¦hÎi ¤P o º¤f̈k Uŕ §n «̈X ¦v 

 oh º¦r ¥j£t oh ¦́v«k¡t Æo ¤T §s ©c£g«©u o À¤T §r ©x §u
 :o«¤vk̈ o¤,h ¦u£j«©T §J ¦v §u

zh o À¤fC̈ v¹̈u«v§hÎ; ©t v¸̈rj̈ §u 
 r º̈yn̈ v́¤h §v«¦hÎt«k §u Æo¦h ©̧nẌ ©vÎ, ¤t r³©mg̈ §u

 V·̈kUc§hÎ, ¤t i¥T ¦, t¬«k v º̈ns̈£t´̈v §u
 v º̈c«Y ©v . ¤ŕẗv̈ Æk ©g ¥n v À̈r ¥v §n o´¤T §s ©c£t«©u

 :o«¤f̈k i¬¥,«b v̈Iv§h r¬¤J£t
jh v¤K º¥t h´©rc̈ §SÎ, ¤t Æo ¤T §n ©G §u 

 o·¤f §J §p©bÎk«©g §u o¤f §c ©c§kÎk ©g
 o º¤f §s¤hÎk ©g Æ,It§k o³̈,«t o ¤̧T §r ©J §eU

 :o«¤fh¥bh«¥g ih¬¥C ,« pÿI «y§k U¬hv̈ §u
yh o¤fh¥b §CÎ, ¤t o²̈,«t o¬¤T §s ©N¦k §u 

Q ¤r º¤S ©c Ẃ §T §f¤k §cU ÆW ¤̧,h ¥c §C ³W §T §c ¦J §C o·̈C ŕ ¥C ©s§k
 :W«¤nUe §cU W §C §f ’J §c «U

f:Wh «¤rg̈ §J ¦cU W¤,h ¥C ,I¬zUz §nÎk ©g o²̈T §c ©, §fU 
tf o º¤fh¥b §c h́ ¥nh ¦u Æo¤fh ¥n§h U ³C §r¦h i ©g ©̧n§k 

 o¤fh ¥,« «c£t«©k v²̈Iv§h ḡ ©C §J¦b r ¤̧J£t v º̈ns̈£t«̈v k©µg
:. ¤r«̈tv̈Îk ©g o¦h©nẌ ©v h¬¥nh ¦F o·¤vk̈ ,´¥,k̈

13 And if you heed, heed My commands

which I command you today

to love haShem your G0d and worship G0d

with your whole heart and soul,

14 then I will give the earth’s rain in due season:

the autumn and spring rains,

and you will gather your grain, wine, and oil.

15 And I will give grass in the field for your herd,

and you will eat and be satisfied.

16 But guard yourselves lest your minds wander away

and you deviate, and worship other “gods”

and bow down to them!

17 For haShem will rage against you

and the skies will stop up and there will be no rain 

and the land will not yield its produce

and you’ll fast be lost from your good earth

which haShem gives you.

18 So put these, My words

on your heart and soul

And bind them as a sign on your hand, 

so that they be reminders before your eyes.

19 And teach them to your children.

Speak of them when sitting at home or walking on your way,

when lying down to sleep or arising.

20 and write them on the doorposts of your homes and gates.
21 That your days and your children’s days be as many —

on the land which haShem swore to your ancestors

to give them — as the days the skies arch over the earth.

                 Deuteronomy 11:13-21
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Traditional Verses Continued

U ºr §F §z ¦T i ©g´©n§k \ r ¤nt«¬H ©u 
AD0NAY SAID/IN ORDER TO REMEMBER  See commentary, page 138

zÆkv¬¤JnÎk ¤t v̈Iv§h r ¤nt«¬H ©u
 :r« «nt¥K

jÆkÆk ¥tr̈ §G¦h h³¥b §CÎk ¤t rº¥C ©S
 o º¤v¥k£t ́T̈ §r ©n«̈t §u

 ,²¦mh ¦m o¬¤vk̈ UĢg̈ §u
 o·̈,«r« «s§k o¤vh ¥s §d ¦c h¬¥p§b ©FÎk ©g

 ;̈bF̈ ©v ,¬¦mh ¦mÎk ©g U²b §,«̈b §u
 :,¤k«¥f §T kh¬¦, §P

yÆk ,̧ ¦mh ¦m§k »o¤f̈k v́ḧv̈ §u
 Æo ¤T §r ©f §zU I À,«t o´¤,h ¦t §rU

 vº̈u«v§h ,«́u §m ¦nÎk’FÎ, ¤t
 o·̈,«t o¤,h ¦G£g«©u

Æo¤f §c ©c§k h³¥r£j«©t UrU ¹,,̈ t¸«k §u
 o º¤fh¥bh«¥g h´¥r£j«©t §u 

:o«¤vh ¥r£j«©t oh¦b«z o¬¤T ©tÎr ¤J£t

37Ad0nay said to Mosheh 

as follows: 

38“Speak to Yisra’El’s children, 

and say to them:

Make yourselves a ritual fringe (tzitzit)

on your clothes’ wings for all generations.

Put on this wing’s tzitzit

a royal-blue (t’chelet) thread.

39This, then, is your tzitzit.

And when you see it you will remember 

all of Ad0nay’s mitzvot 

and do them”

and not tour after your heart

and after your eyes

which you whore after.      Numbers 15:37-39

nU ºr §F §z ¦T i ©g´©n§k
h·̈,«u §m ¦nÎk’FÎ, ¤t o¤,h ¦G£g«©u

oh¦J«s §e o¬¤,h¦h §v«¦u
:o«¤fh ¥v««kt¥k

tno À¤fh ¥v««k¡t v́Ïv§h hº¦b£t
Æo¤f §, ¤t h ¦,t³¥mIv r ¤̧J£t

o¦h º©r §m ¦n . ¤ŕ ¤t ¥n
oh·¦v«kt«¥k o¤f̈k ,I¬h §v¦k

:o«¤fh ¥v««k¡t v¬̈Iv§h h¦b£t
(, º¤n¡t)

40Thus you will remember

and do all My mitzvot

and be holy

to your G0d.

41I, Ad0nay, am your G0d

Wh0 brought you out of the 

land of Egypt 

to be your G0d.

I, Ad0nay, am your G0d.” Numbers 15:40-41

(Truth)                               Jeremiah 10:10

*According to Mishnah B’rachot 2:2 (Talmud: B’rachot 14a), if we connect the last phrase of the Sh’ma section (m¤ki ¥dŸl ¡̀  dedi
Ad0nay El0heychem “Ad0nay your G0d”) to the first word of the Redemption blessing (z ¤n¡̀  emet “truth”), it forms the quote from

Jeremiah 10:10 z ¤n¡̀  m¤ki ¥dŸl ¡̀  dedi Ad0nay El0heychem Emet “Ad0nay, Your G0d, is Truth.”
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Kavannah/Intention
Our Biblical ancestors were redeemed, always in a timely manner, thank G0d!

But always after some trial.
May we take redeeming steps ourselves, that we may find ourselves ready when redemption nears.

Traditional 3rd Blessing of the Sh’ma Service

 dl̈E` §B   REDEMPTION

dp̈En¡̀ ¤e z ¤n¡̀    TRUTH AND BELIEVABLE

The traditional text speaks both of the painful death of the Egyptians, 
and of Israel’s liberation. We have retained the latter topic only.

,z Ÿ̀f l ’M dp̈En¡̀ ¤e z ¤n¡̀
 ,Epi«¥lr̈ mÏ ©w §e

 Epi«¥dl ¡̀  dedi `Ed i ¦M
 ,Fzl̈Ef oi ¥̀ §e

.FO©r l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i Ep §g«©p £̀ ©e
,mi ¦kl̈ §n c©I ¦n Ep «¥cFR ©d

 Ep«¥l £̀ FB ©d Ep«¥M §l ©n
.mi ¦vi ¦xr̈ ¤d l ’M s ©M ¦n

 ,Epi «¥xS̈ ¦n Ep«l̈ rẍ §t ¦P ©d l ¥̀ d̈
,Ep«¥W §t©p i ¥a §iŸ̀  l ’M ¦nE

 zFlFc §b d ¤UŸrd̈
 ,x ¤w«¥g oi ¥̀  c©r

.xR̈ §q ¦n oi ¥̀  c©r zF`l̈ §t ¦p §e
 ,mi¦I ©g ©A Ep«¥W §t©p mV̈ ©d

,Ep«¥l §b ©x hFO ©l o ©zp̈ Ÿ̀l §e
 mi ¦Q ¦p Ep«N̈ dÜr̈ ¤y
 mi ¦z §tFnE zFzF`
.mg̈ i¥p §A z ©n §c ©̀ §A

 l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i z ¤̀  `i ¦vFd ¤y
.ml̈Fr zEx ¥g §l ,mk̈FY ¦n

Truth, and believable all this is,

and real to us,

that Ad0nay is our G0d

and there is none other,

and that we are Israel, G0d’s people.

G0d redeems us from the power of kings,

our Ruler saves us

from the grasp of the terrible.

G0d frees us from our oppressors

and from all our mortal enemies,

does great things

beyond comprehension;

astounding things beyond number.

Wh0 kept us alive,

and did not let our foot stumble;

Wh0 did phenomenal things for us:

striking, wonderful things

in Egypt (the land of the Hamites);

Wh0 brought Israel out

from among them to freedom for ever;
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 eip̈Ä xi ¦a¡r ¤d ¤y
 .sEq m©i i ¥x§f ¦B oi ¥A

 FzẍEa §B eip̈ä E`ẍ §e
.Fn §W ¦l EcFd §e Eg §A ¦W

Wh0 passed Y0ur children through

the split Reed Sea.

Then Y0ur children saw Y0ur might —

they praised and thanked Y0ur Name.

Go to page 59 and continue with Mi Chamocha.

Meditations on G’ulah/Redemption

Ultimate Victory and Vindication from Oppression and Evil

The traditional prototype for G’ulah is the Escape and Exodus from Egypt by G0d’s actions in bringing the
Ten Plagues and drowning of the Egyptians at the Reed Sea. When I think of what I expect as a model of
G’ulah, do I think of a specific supernatural salvation, or a general betterment of the world as the result of
humans working together?

Who are my heroes and role models of justice, vindication, victory over oppression, and conquering evil?

What kind of Jewish sovereignty would I ever consider living in?

What, in my expectation of the Ultimate Redemption, is the fate of the evil, what is the fate of the good, and
what will happen to all the rest of us who are a mixture of evil and good?

The most oft-repeated mitzvah in the Torah, in a variety of reformulations, is, “Know the heart of a stranger,
for you were strangers in Egypt.” What does the Israelite slavery in Egypt mean to me as I think of issues of
racism, immigrants, the underclass, the poor, the homeless, the hungry, the aged and the infirm?

Go to page 59 and continue with Mi Chamocha.
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Alternative G’ulah / Redemption Song #1

 hI³d t ¸̈¬ ¦hÎt««k   NATION WILL NOT RAISE (SWORD)

Isaiah 2:4b, (like Micah 4:3);  Music by Shalom Altman

 c ¤r º¤j ÆhIDÎk ¤t hI³d t ¸̈¬ ¦hÎt««k
U ¬s §n§k¦hÎt««k §u* :v«̈nj̈§k ¦n sI g

Nation will not raise sword against nation, 

*neither will they learn war anymore. Isaiah 2:4

* Though both Micah and Isaiah precede the word lo-yilm’du with the letter  vav/“and”, which we translate as “neither”, most
people sing it without the syllable v’.

And everyone ‘neath their vine and fig tree,
Will live in peace and unafraid,

And into plowshares beat their swords,
Nation will learn war no more. (English additions from similar verses in Micah 4:3-4)

Go to page 59 and continue with Mi Chamocha.

Alternative G’ulah / Redemption Song #2

U,h¦j §J©hÎt««k §u Ug¬¥rḧÎt««k
THEY WILL NOT HARM NOR DESTROY

Text from Isaiah; Music by William Sharlin

///U,h¦j §J©hÎt««k §u Ug¬¥rḧÎt««k

oh À¦T ¦t§k o ¹̈,Ic §r ©j U,̧ §T ¦f §u
,I ºr ¥n §z ©n§k Æo ¤vh ¥,I «,h¦b£j«©u

c ¤r º¤j ÆhIDÎk ¤t hI³d t ¸̈¬ ¦hÎt««k 
v«̈nj̈§k ¦n sI g U ¬s §n§k¦hÎt««k §u

They will not harm nor destroy... Isaiah. 11:9

they will beat their swords into plows

and their spears into pitchforks,

Nation will not raise sword against nation, 

nor will they learn war anymore.  Isaiah 2:4b

Go to page 59 and continue with Mi Chamocha.
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Alternative G’ulah / Redemption Song #3

 Wi ¦̀ d̈ i ¦n     WHO DESIRES LIFE?
Psalm 34:13-15

dh oh·¦H ©j .´¥pj̈ ¤v Jh ¦t ¨†vÎh «¦n 
 :cI «y ,I¬t §r¦k oh À¦n Œ̈h c¬¥v«»t

shg·̈r ¥n Ẃ §bIJ§k r«́m§b 
 :v«̈n §r ¦n r¬¥C ©S ¦n Wh À¤,p̈ §G ŒU

uy cI ·yÎv ¥G£g«©u gr̈ ¥†n rUx́ 
:Uv«¥p §s ’r §u oÍkJ̈ J ¥E ©C

Who desires life

loves each day, seeing the good?

Guard your tongue from evil,

and your lips from deceitful speech;

turn away from evil, do good,

seek peace and pursue it.

Go to page 59 and continue with Mi Chamocha.

Alternative G’ulah / Redemption Song #4

 h©bh ¥†g t´̈¬ ¤t   I LIFT MY EYES (TO THE MOUNTAINS)
Psalm 121:1-2                    Music by Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach

t oh·¦rv̈ ¤vÎk ¤t h©bh ¥†g t´̈¬ ¤t 
:h «¦r §z ¤g t«¬c»̈h i¦h À©t ¥Œn

cv·̈u«v§h o ¦́g ¥n h ¦r §z ¤†g 
:. ¤r«̈tü o¦h¬©n »̈J v À¥G« Œg 

1 I lift my eyes to the mountains.

From where will my help come?*

2 My help is from G0d,

Wh0 makes heaven and earth. 

*Does the Psalmist mean to imply that looking to the mountains is a valid way to search for G0d, (an old name for G0d was El
Shadday, which can mean, as in Grand Tetons, G0d of Breasts, or Mountain G0d). Or is the Psalm ridiculing that notion by saying
that G0d is the Creat0r of the W0rld, above and beyond the highest mountain? We have chosen this latter understanding, and hence,
put a question mark, which is not in the Bible itself, after the statement.

Go to page 59 and continue with Mi Chamocha.
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Alternative G’ulah / Redemption Prayer #1

MANY WORDS FOR HEAVEN
by AvRam Aryeh

There are many words for the Heaven that is in our own power:
So many, so untranslatable, all meaning our perfection of Creation.

Tzédek is justice, righteously meted out;
Tzedakáh is righteous giving, of oneself and one’s means;

A Tzádik lives a life of Tzédek and Tzedakáh;
Tikkún is preparation, preparing to true the crooked straight:

Tikkún 0lám, is repairing our world, cracked and broken in so many ways;
Hatzaláh is rescue: thank G0d for the matzíl (lifeguard) at the ready;

Pidyón is redeeming something left behind: unclaimed, ownerless, unwanted;
Y’shu’áh is when we are saved from danger;

Nitzachón is victory, 
and nétzach is eternity:

Many words describe us striving to make the world better, 
And G’ulah is the word that sums them all up.

Go to page 59 and continue with Mi Chamocha.

Alternative G’ulah / Redemption Prayer #2
THE SERENITY PRAYER

Reinhold Niebuhr, 20th century American

MAKE ME AN INSTRUMENT OF YOUR PEACE
Adapted from a prayer of St. Francis of Assisi

G0d, give us grace to accept with serenity
the things that cannot be changed, 

Courage to change the things
which should be changed,

and the Wisdom to distinguish
the one from the other. 

G0d, make me an instrument of your peace,
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy;

Ad0nay, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive;
And it is in pardoning that we are pardoned.

Go to page 59 and continue with Mi Chamocha.
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Alternative G’ulah / Redemption Prayer #3
WHO WILL BRING REDEMPTION?

Who will bring redemption? Both we and G0d.

We make the world worthy of redemption; G0d redeems the world and history.

If we believe that we alone can bring redemption, we fall into the error of false messianism.

If we believe that G0d alone will bring it, we fall into the error of despair and inaction.

What can we do?

We can work for redemption by increasing good in the world, by acts of lovingkindness and justice.

We can avoid schemes which promise instant salvation and utopian fulfillment.

And most of all, we can pray and hope in Ad0nay Wh0 in the end will redeem us all.

Go to page 59 and continue with Mi Chamocha.

Alternative G’ulah / Redemption Prayer #4
TO DO WHAT IS RIGHT (EVEN WHEN NO ONE SEES)

by AvRam Aryeh and Evan Kirshenbaum
Mishnah, Pirkey Avot 2:5

(Hillel) used to say:
b’Makom she’eyn anashim, hishtadel li’hiyot ish, h ¦t ,Ih §v¦k k ¥S ©T §J¦v 'oh ¦Jb̈£t ih ¥t ¤J oIen̈ §C J

    In a place where there is no mensch, be a mensch,

b’Makom she’eyn anashim, hishtadel li’hiyot ish, h ¦t ,Ih §v¦k k ¥S ©T §J¦v 'oh ¦Jb̈£t ih ¥t ¤J oIen̈ §C J

    In a place where no one is taking charge, you are in charge.

And when you come across a mess in the world, or a temptation, and no one is watching,

    Pray for the courage to do what is right.
    Even when no one sees.
    Even when no one knows.  
    Even when no one cares.

b’Makom she’eyn anashim, hishtadel li’hiyot ish, h ¦t ,Ih §v¦k k ¥S ©T §J¦v 'oh ¦Jb̈£t ih ¥t ¤J oIen̈ §C J

    Take charge, do what is right, be a mensch.

Go to page 59 and continue with Mi Chamocha.
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Alternative G’ulah / Redemption Prayer #5
A PARABLE OF SHIFRAH AND PU’AH

by AvRam Aryeh

A new King rose over Egypt, 
Over Mitzrayim,* the Land of “Double Oppression,”

A new King who did not recognize Joseph, (Exodus 1:8)
Or what he had done to save Egypt from famine.

What he saw were the Hebrews increasing,
Threatening to out-populate his own people.

So he commanded all the midwives to throw baby boys into the Nile.
And they all did, except for Shifrah, except for Pu’ah,

Who stood before Pharaoh, and lied rather than murder babies.
Of the myriad midwives, just two refused to drown the innocent.

Even when dragged before the King, who could kill them,
They stuck to their tale that kept babies, like Moses, alive.

And that is how the Book of Exodus, the redemption from Egypt begins:
Two midwives, with the courage to stand before Pharaoh and lie, so as not to murder.

And meanwhile a basket floated down the Nile,
A baby, born, left alive, to lead us to redemption.

*Note: Egypt, Mitzrayim in Hebrew, comes from the word Tzar, narrow/oppressor, and Metzar, a narrow place. Mitzrayim means
the “two-narrows” (banks of the Nile), as well as the place of “two-oppressions.”

Continue on the next page with Mi Chamocha.

Alternative G’ulah / Redemption Prayer #6

A PERSON REACHES IN THREE DIRECTIONS
by Rabbi Nachman of Bratzlav (1770-1811)

A person reaches in three directions:
inward, to oneself —
up, to G0d —
out, to others.

The miracle of life is that
in truly reaching
in any direction,
one embraces all three.

Continue on the next page with Mi Chamocha.
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The Chatimah (Signature Ending) of the
Traditional G’ulah / Redemption Blessing

 vf̈«³nf̈Îh «¦n 

FzEk §l ©nE
,m ¤di ¥l©r El §A ¦w oFvẍ §A

 l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i i¥p §aE mï §x ¦nE d ¤Wn
dẍi ¦W Epr̈ L §l

,dÄ ©x dg̈ §n ¦U §A
:mN̈ ªk Ex §n ῭ §e

Y0ur S0vereignty

they willingly accepted over themselves.

Mosheh, Miryam, and the children of Yisra’El

answered Y0u in poetry,

in great joy,

and all said:

vf̈«³nf̈Îh «¦n
vº̈u«v§h Æo¦k ¥t«̈C

vf̈« nF̈ h¬¦n
J ¤s«·E ©C r´̈S §t¤b
,«K ¦v §, t¬̈rIb
:t¤k«¤p v ¥G«¬g

“Wh0 is like Y0u

among the godlings, Ad0nay?

Who is like Y0u:

cloaked in the holy;

of awe-provoked praises, 

unique in action?”                                     Exodus 15:11

,Li«¤pä E`ẍ L §zEk §l ©n
 i¥p §t ¦l mï ©r «¥wFA
 ,mï §x ¦nE d ¤Wn

 :Ex §n ῭ §e Epr̈ i ¦l ¥̀  d¤f
:s«¤gü o¬̈k«g§k Q«k §n¦h v¬̈Iv§h

Y0ur children saw Y0ur S0vereignty

hew the sea before 

Mosheh and Miryam

“This is my G0d!” they answered, saying:

“Ad0nay reigns infinitely and for ever!” Ex 15:18

 :x ©n ¡̀ ¤p §e
c«·e£g«©hÎ,«¤t v̈u«v§h v¬̈sp̈Îh«¦F

:UB «¤N ¦n e¬̈zj̈ s©H ¦n I ¾kẗ §dU
dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ

l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i l ©̀ B̈

And so it is said,

“Because Ad0nay redeemed Ya’akov,

saving him from a stronger hand than his.”

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

Wh0 saves Israel.                             Jeremiah 31:11
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Kavannah

Lay us to rest, tonight, alive and well, not for the long night of death.
And may we rise tomorrow morning the same way, ready to do Y0ur will and enjoy life in Y0ur world.

Traditional 4th Blessing of The Sh’ma Service
Prayer For Protection (At Night)

 Ep«¥ai ¦M §W ©d   LAY US TO REST

dedi Ep«¥ai ¦M §W ©d
,mFlẄ §l Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀

mi¦I ©g §l Ep«¥M §l ©n Ep «¥ci ¦n£r ©d §e
 L«¤nFl §W z ©M ªq Epi«¥lr̈ UFx §tE

däFh dv̈¥r §A Ep«¥p §T ©z §e
,Li«¤pẗ §N ¦n

 ,L«¤n §W o©r«©n §l Ep«¥ri ¦WFd §e
,Ep «¥c£r ©A o¥bd̈ §e

 Epi«¥lr̈ ¥n x ¥qd̈ §e
 ,a ¤x«¤g §e ,x ¤a «¤C ,a¥iF`

.oFbï §e ar̈ẍ §e
 Epi«¥pẗ §N ¦n oḧÜ x ¥qd̈ §e

,Ep «¥x£g ©̀ ¥nE
 .Ep «¥xi ¦Y §q ©Y Li«¤tp̈ §M l ¥v §aE
Ep«¥li ¦S ©nE Ep «¥x §nFW l ¥̀  i ¦M

.dŸ «῭
 K ¤l«¤n l ¥̀  i ¦M

.dŸ «῭  mEg ©x §e oEP ©g

Lay us to rest, Ad0nay, 

our G0d, peacefully.

Then stand us up, our M0narch, to life.

Spread Y0ur peaceful Sukkah over us,

and correct us with 

Y0ur good counsel.

And save us for Y0ur own repute.

Shield us 

and avert from us

enemy, plague, sword, 

famine, and grief.

Avert accusers facing us 

or behind our backs.

Shelter us in Y0ur wings’ shade.

Y0u are our Guardian, our Rescuer. 

Y0u,

G0d, are S0vereign, 

gracious, and compassionate.
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 ,Ep «¥̀ FaE Ep «¥z` ¥v xFn §WE
,mFlẄ §lE mi¦I ©g §l

.ml̈Fr c©r §e dŸ©r ¥n
UFxtE Epi«¥lr̈ z ©M ªq .L«¤nFl §W

 ,dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
Epi«¥lr̈ mFlẄ z ©M ªq U ¥xFR ©d

l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i FO©r l ’M l©r §e
.m ¦i«©lẄEx §i l©r §e

So guard us as we come and go,

alive and in peace,

from now, and for ever,

and spread Y0ur peaceful Sukkah over us!

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

Wh0 spreads a peaceful Sukkah over us,

over all Y0ur people Israel,

and over Jerusalem.

Go to page 67 and continue with v’Sham’ru (on Shabbat) or Vaydaber Mosheh (on Festivals).

Meditations on Hashkivenu:
PROTECTION BY NIGHT

As in Maariv Aravim, “Night” symbolizes terror and fear. Elie Wiesel uses “Night” to symbolize the
“Kingdom of Death” -- the Holocaust/Shoah. Our fears lurk in the absence of light. Hashkivenu asks for
G0d’s protection against these claws and fangs that stalk by night. Are there people or things I fear more by
night? Where is safety to be found?

“Avert accusers from before us, from behind our backs.” The word “accuser” in Hebrew is the satan, or is it
Satan? Do I feel as if there is someone dogging my life, doing me in? Has G0d sent this adversary and
accuser to try me, to test me? Is life a test for some future reward? Or is this verse only wishing for freedom
from the evil tongues of gossip, prejudice, and false accusation that abound in the world?

“May we sleep peacefully...” the prayer asks. Sleeping peacefully often implies that our thoughts and fears
not trouble our sleep. What worries do I need to address to be able to sleep peacefully?

The prayer continues, “and stand us up again to life.” This can mean that we are asking for the restorative
power of sleep to overcome “the thousand shocks the flesh is heir to,” and/or that, even after we die, that we
rise again to a new life. What does this mean to me?

“And spread over us a Sukkat Shalom,” a peaceful shelter. A sukkah is so frail, so open to the elements, so
temporary. It is a harvest booth, a festival booth, the booths in which Israel lived while they wandered forty
years in the wilderness, seeking a Promised Land. It evokes a chuppah (wedding canopy), a tent, a forest.
What does it evoke in me? Could it be shelter against the forces of the Night?

Blessed Y0u, YAHU!
Wh0 spreads a peaceful sukkah over us, over all Y0ur people Yisra’El, and over Yerushalayim.

Go to page 67 and continue with v’Sham’ru (on Shabbat) or Vaydaber Mosheh (on Festivals).
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Alternative Hashkivenu Song #1

 Epi«¥lr̈ UFx §tE     SPREAD OVER US

L«¤nFl §W z ©M ªq Epi«¥lr̈ UFx §tE

 ,dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
Epi«¥lr̈ mFlẄ z ©M ªq U ¥xFR ©d

l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i FO©r l ’M l©r §e
.m ¦i«©lẄEx §i l©r §e

Spread Y0ur peaceful Sukkah over us.

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

Wh0 spreads a peaceful Sukkah over us,

over all Y0ur people Israel,

and over Jerusalem.

Go to page 67 and continue with v’Sham’ru (on Shabbat) or Vaydaber Mosheh (on Festivals).

Alternative Hashkivenu Song #2

cŸ̀ §n x ©v x ¤W«¤B   A NARROW BRIDGE

Text by Rabbi Nachman of Bratslav (1770-1811)

 Fl ªM ml̈Frd̈ l ’M
cŸ̀ §n x ©v x ¤W«¤B

 xẅi ¦rd̈ §e
ll̈ §M c ¥g ©t §l Ÿ̀l

Though the entire W0rld 

is a narrow bridge, 

the main thing 

is not to fear at all.

Singable translation
by Rabbi David Zeller

All the W0rld
is just a narrow bridge,

but above all,
is not to fear at all.

 ,dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
Epi«¥lr̈ mFlẄ z ©M ªq U ¥xFR ©d

l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i FO©r l ’M l©r §e
.m ¦i«©lẄEx §i l©r §e

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

Wh0 spreads a peaceful Sukkah over us,

over all Y0ur people Israel,

and over Jerusalem.

Go to page 67 and continue with v’Sham’ru (on Shabbat) or Vaydaber Mosheh (on Festivals).
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Alternative Hashkivenu Song #3
BRIDGE OVER TROUBLED WATER

Words and music by Paul Simon, contemporary American

When you’re weary, feeling small,
When tears are in your eyes, I will dry them all;
I’m on your side. When times get rough, and friends just can’t be found,

Like a bridge over troubled water, I will lay me down. x2

When you’re down and out, when you’re on the street,
When evening falls so hard I will comfort you.
I’ll take your part, oh when darkness comes, and pain is all around,

Like a bridge over troubled water, I will lay me down. x2

Sail on silver girl, sail on by.
Your time has come to shine, all your dreams are on their way.
See how they shine, oh, if you need a friend, I’m sailing right behind.

Like a bridge over troubled water, I will ease your mind. x2

 ,dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
Epi«¥lr̈ mFlẄ z ©M ªq U ¥xFR ©d

l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i FO©r l ’M l©r §e
.m ¦i«©lẄEx §i l©r §e

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

Wh0 spreads a peaceful Sukkah over us,

over all Y0ur people Israel,

and over Jerusalem.

Go to page 67 and continue with v’Sham’ru (on Shabbat) or Vaydaber Mosheh (on Festivals).
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Alternative Hashkivenu Song #4
ANGELSONG

Text from the K’ri’at Sh’ma al haMitah/Bed Time Sh’ma
Music by Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach

See commentary on page 139

ï §i m ¥W §A
 ,l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i i ¥dŸl ¡̀

 ,l ¥̀ k̈i ¦n i ¦pi ¦ni ¦n
,l ¥̀ i ¦x §a©B i ¦l Ÿ̀n §V ¦nE

 ,l ¥̀ i ¦xE` i©pẗ §N ¦nE
 ,l ¥̀ ẗ §x i ©xFg£̀ ¥nE

) i ¦W Ÿ̀x l©r §ei ¦W Ÿ̀x l ©r §e(
.l ¥̀  z©pi ¦k §W

In YHWH’s Name

-- Israel’s G0d --

To my right, MichaEl (WhoIsLikeG0d)

To my left GavriEl (HeroOfG0d)

To my face(s) UriEl (G0d’sFieryLight)

To my back, RaphaEl (HealingG0d)

Above me, 

G0d’s Presence dwells.

 ,dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
Epi«¥lr̈ mFlẄ z ©M ªq U ¥xFR ©d

l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i FO©r l ’M l©r §e
.m ¦i«©lẄEx §i l©r §e

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

Wh0 spreads a peaceful Sukkah over us,

over all Y0ur people Israel,

and over Jerusalem.

Go to page 67 and continue with v’Sham’ru (on Shabbat) or Vaydaber Mosheh (on Festivals).
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Alternative Hashkivenu Prayer #1
THE 23RD PSALM

Translated by AvRam Aryeh

t s·¦us̈§k rI¬n §z ¦n 
 :r «̈x §j ¤t t́«k h À¦g« Œr v¬̈u«»v§h

ch¦b·¥mh ¦C §r©h t ¤J ¤†S ,It́§b ¦C 
 :h¦b«¥k£v«©b§h ,Ij́ªb §n h¥nÎk ©g

d c·¥cIJ§h h¬¦J §p©b 
e ¤s À¤ŒmÎh¥k §D §g ©n §c h¦b¬¥j§b©h

 :I «n §J i ©g´©n§k
s Q¥̧k ¥tÎh«¦F o³©D 

 ,¤u ¿̈n§k ©m th¶¥d §C
 g À̈r t³̈rh »¦tÎt«k

 h·¦sN̈ ¦g v¬̈T ©tÎh ¦F
 W À¤T§b ©g §J ¦n ŒU ¬W §y §c ¦J

 :h ¦b «ªn£j«©b§h vN̈´¥v
vi À̈j§k ªJ | ḩ©bp̈§k Q« µr£g«»©T 

 h·̈r §r«m s¤d¬¤b
h À¦Jt« Œr i ¤n¬¤X ©c T̈§b©X ¦S

 :v«̈hü §r h¬¦xI»F
uh ¦bUp §S §r¦†h s ¤x´¤jü cIý Q³©t 

 h·̈H ©j h́ ¥n§hÎk’F
vÀ̈u«v§ŒhÎ,h ¥c §C h¦T §c ©J §u

:oh «¦nḧ Q ¤r«t́§k

1 A Psalm of David.

G0d is my Shepherd, I do not lack.

2 G0d brings me into grassy pastures;

leads me along restful waters,

3 my s0ul is restored.

Guiding me in just circuits A

for Y0ur Name’s sake.

4 As I again walk

in the valley of death’s shadow: B

I fear no evil

for Y0u are with me;

Y0ur rod and Y0ur staff,

they comfort me.

5 Y0u set a table before me

opposite those who torment me!

Y0u’ve anointed my head with oil:

my cup is overfull.

6 Ah, goodness and kindness pursue me

all the days of my life

and I’ll dwell in G0d’s House

always. C

NOTES: A.   ma’gley tzedek: just circuits. Ma’gal means both a circle, and a path. The psalm may be using this phrase as if to say that G0d leads us
to travel “in circles” of righteous people: among the just. It could also refer to our “life cycle,” implying that G0d guides us life-long among the
righteous. Last, it could be suggesting that these circles/cycles go into death and beyond.
B.   gey tzalmavet: the valley of death’s shadow. A common comment on this rare word points out that if this were really the shadow of death, the

vowel would be different:,¤un̈§k¥m (tzel-mavet). However, these same consonants could be vocalized (,«un©k ©m) tzalamot “shadows”. In fact, the only

other Biblical mention of this word is in Job 28:3 where it is used in parallel with the word (Q ¤J Àj) choshech “darkness.” This could mean, coupled

with the previous comment, that G0d leads us in cycles through the valley of shadows (dead souls) and on to life again.
C.   le’orech yamim: always. This phrase literally means “to the length of days,” which can mean “a long time,” or, “for ever.” The previous verse
said “all the days of my life,” so this may mean beyond this life. But “long days” can also be days that we experience as “long,” meaning that our
sense of time is lengthened: that we are satisfied both with our life and our life span.

Go to page 67 and continue with v’Sham’ru (on Shabbat) or Vaydaber Mosheh (on Festivals).
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Alternative Hashkivenu Prayer #2

WHEN FEARS MULTIPLY...
by Hershel Matt, contemporary American

When fears multiply
And danger threatens;
When sickness comes,
When death confronts us --
It is G0d’s blessing of shalom
That sustains us 
And upholds us.
Lightening our burden,
Dispelling our worry,
Restoring our strength,
Renewing our hope --
Reviving us.

 ,dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
Epi«¥lr̈ mFlẄ z ©M ªq U ¥xFR ©d

l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i FO©r l ’M l©r §e
.m ¦i«©lẄEx §i l©r §e

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

Wh0 spreads a peaceful Sukkah over us,

over all Y0ur people Israel,

and over Jerusalem.
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On Shabbat continue here

U ¬r §n«̈J §u THEY’LL KEEP SHABBAT

 U¬r §n «̈J §u k¥tr̈ §G¦hÎh«¥b §c
 ,·̈C ©X ©vÎ, ¤t

 ,²̈C ©X ©vÎ, ¤t ,IḠ£g«©k
:o«̈kIg ,h¬¦r §C ö,«r« «s§k

“Israel’s children will keep 

the Shabbat,

making Shabbat

an eternal covenant for all generations.

 k º¥tr̈ §G¦h h́¥b §C Æih ¥cU hÀ¦bh ¥C
o·̈k«g§k tu¦v ,I¬t

Between Me and Israel’s children,

it will always be a symbol

 oh À¦nḧ , ¤J´¥JÎh ¦F
 ÆvÏv§h v³̈Gg̈

. ¤r º̈tv̈Î, ¤t §u o¦h́ ©nẌ ©vÎ, ¤t

that in six days

Ad0nay made

heaven and earth

 h º¦gh ¦c §X ©v ÆoIH ©cU
:J«©pB̈¦H ©u ,©cJ̈

and on day seven 

ceased, and “breathed a sigh of relief.”

Exodus 31:16-17

On Festivals continue here

 v º¤Jn ŕ ¥C ©s§h ©u
 v·̈Iv§h h¥s£g« «nÎ, ¤t
:k«¥tr̈ §G¦h h¥b §CÎk ¤t

And Moses declared

the appointed festivals of Ad0nay

to the Israelites.            Leviticus 23:44

Feel free to linger here,
or to go on to the Hatzi Kaddish on the next page, 

or to read the meditations after the Amidah that begin on page 91.

Optional Reading: Transitioning To The Amidah (To Personal Prayer)

by Yisra’El ben EliEzer, the Ba’al Shem Tov (haRiVaSh)
(Tzava’at haRiVaSh #40), Translated by Or Rose

When you are on a low spiritual level,
pray out of a prayer book;
looking at the letters will allow you to pray with kavannah (focus, intent).

When you are attached to the upper world, however,
it is better to close your eyes,
so that your sight does not distract you
from connecting to G0d.
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 Wi ¦C ©w i ¦v£g   “READER’S” KADDISH

(Literally, “Half” Kaddish)
This Kaddish ends the Sh’ma Service

 W ©C ©w §z ¦i §e l ©C©B §z ¦i
(o ¥n ῭ ) `Ä ©x D ¥n §W

 ,D ¥zEr §x ¦k `ẍ §a i ¦C `n̈ §lr̈ §A
 D ¥zEk §l ©n Ki ¦l §n©i §e

 oFki ¥nFi §aE oFki¥I ©g §A
 l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i zi ¥A l ’k §c i¥I ©g §aE

 ai ¦xẅ o ©n§f ¦aE `l̈b̈£r ©A
:o ¥n ῭  Ex §n ¦̀ §e

Magnified and consecrated 

be The Great Name, (Congregation: Amen)

in the world created as The Name willed. 

May the Name be S0vereign

in your own day, your own lives, 

and the life of all Israel, 

speedily, and soon. 

And let us say: Amen.

Congregation and Reader:

 K ©x ’a §n `Ä ©x D ¥n §W ` ¥d §i
:`Ï ©n §lr̈ i ¥n §lr̈ §lE m ©lr̈ §l

Let The Great Name be blessed 

throughout all time and space.

 ,g ©A ©Y §W ¦i §e K ©xÄ §z ¦i
x ©̀ R̈ §z ¦i §e ` ¥V©p §z ¦i §e m ©nFx §z ¦i §e

lN̈ ©d §z ¦i §e d¤N©r §z ¦i §e xC̈ ©d §z ¦i §e
 `Ẅ §c ªw §C D ¥n §W

`Ed Ki ¦x §A

Blessed, lauded, 

beautified, exalted, uplifted,

glorified, raised high, and praised

be the Name of the H0ly, 

may it be a blessing,

On regular Shabbatot:

l ’M o ¦n `N̈«¥r §l though it be above

On Shabbat Shuvah, (between Rosh haShanah and Yom Kippur):

l ’M ¦n `N̈«¥r §lE `N̈«¥r §l though it be far above

 ,`z̈ẍi ¦W §e `z̈k̈ §x ¦A
 ,`z̈n̈¡g¤p §e `z̈g̈ §A §W ªY

 ,`n̈ §lr̈ §A oẍi ¦n £̀ ©C
:o ¥n ῭  Ex §n ¦̀ §e

all blessings, songs, 

praises, and consolations 

that can be uttered in this world. 

And let us say: Amen.
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For regular Shabbatot and Shabbatot in the middle of Passover or Sukkot, continue below
The Festival Amidah is found on page 81.

,C̈ ©J§k
SHABBAT

vs̈h ¦n£g
AMIDAH

All those who are able, please rise.          The Shaliach Tzibbur (prayer leader) faces the Ark.
See commentary, page 135

G0d’s 4-letter Name will appear with various vowels in the Amidah prayers, based on Sephardi/Mizrachi Kabbalistic prayer books. 

As we sing Ad0nay s’fatay tiftach, there is a custom of taking 3 steps forward, starting with the right (eager) foot, as if coming into
the presence of royalty, and, at the end of the Amidah, of leaving, by taking 3 steps backward, starting with the left (reluctant) foot.

j·̈T §p ¦T h́ ©,p̈ §G hb̈«s£†t 
:W«¤,K̈ ¦v §T sh¬¦D©h h À¦p ŒU

Ad0nay, open my lips 

and my mouth will praise Y0u.     Ps. 51:17

1

Epi ¥zFO ¦̀ §e Epi «¥zFa£̀
G0D OF OUR ANCESTORS

“Our job is to be good ancestors.” Jonas Salk
See commentary, page 132

BOWING: We bow, bending the knee, at the word KExÄ, We rise at  ©d©e ©d©i, the Name of God.

Some also bow from the waist at the word El0hey preceding each patriarch and matriarch, to recognize their individual relationships with G0d.

 dŸ ©̀  KExÄ ©d©e ©d©iEpi«¥dŸl ¡̀
Epi «¥zFO ¦̀ §e Epi «¥zFa£̀  i ¥dŸl`¥e

 o ¹̈vr̈ §c ©t h ¥̧v«k¡t
 e²̈j §m¦h h¬¥v«k¡t
c« e£g«©h h¬¥v«kt«¥u 

,dẅ §a ¦x i ¥dŸl ¡̀  ,dẍÜ i ¥dŸl ¡̀
:d ῭ ¥l i ¥dŸl`¥e ,l ¥gẍ i ¥dŸl ¡̀

,`ẍFP ©d §e xFA ¦B ©d lFcB̈ ©d l ¥̀ d̈
iI«h§k ¤g ḱ ¥t,

 ,mi ¦aFh mi ¦cq̈£g l ¥nFB
 ,lŸM ©d d¥pFw §e

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay our G0d,

*G0d of our fathers and mothers:

G0d of Avraham,

G0d of Yitzchak,

G0d of Ya’akov,                  Exodus 3:15

G0d of Sarah, G0d of Rivkah,

G0d of Rachel, G0d of Leah.

G0d great, mighty, and awesome,

G0d supreme.                    Genesis 14:18

Wh0 repays acts of faithkeeping,

Owner of all,

*For commentary on the spelling of G0d’s name, see page 5.
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i ¥c §q ©g x ¥kFf §e
 ,zFdÖ ¦̀ §e zFa ῭

dN̈ ª̀ §b `i ¦a ¥nE
 m ¤di¥p §a i¥p §a ¦l

:dä£d ©̀ §A Fn §W o©r«©n §l

Y0u remember the faithfulness

of our ancestors,

bringing redemption

to their children’s children

for Y0ur Name, lovingly.

On Shabbat Shuvah (between Rosh haShanah and Yom Kippur) add:

 ,mi¦I ©g §l Ep «¥x §k’f
 ,mi¦I ©g ©A u ¥tg̈ K¤l«¤n

,mi¦I ©g ©d x ¤t«¥q §A Ep«¥a §z ’k §e
mi¦I ©g mi ¦dŸl ¡̀  L §p©r ©n §l

Remember us for life,

Ruler Wh0 desires life,

inscribe us in the Book of Life

For Y0ur sake, G0d of Life.

Always conclude:

 :o¥bn̈E ©ri «¦WFnE x¥fFr K¤l«¤n
         *) c ¥wŸetE(

 dŸ ©̀  KExÄ, ©d©e ©d©i 

Ruler, Help, Savior and Shield: 

         (*and Rememberer.)

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

Reform ending

i´¥dn̈:dẍÜ z ©x§f¤r §e md̈ẍ §a ©̀  Avraham’s shield (Gen 15:1)

and Sarah’s help.

*Conservative ending

i´¥dn̈:dẍÜ c ¥wŸetE md̈ẍ §a ©̀  Avraham’s shield (Gen 15:1)

Wh0 remembers (Gen 21:1) Sarah.

2

G’VUROT   zFxEa §b   G0D’S POWERS

 ,ip̈Ÿc £̀  ml̈Fr §l xFA ¦B dŸ ©̀
 mi ¦z ¥n d¥I ©g §n

:©ri «¦WFd §l a ©x dŸ ©̀

Y0u are boundlessly powerful, Ad0nay, 

enlivening the dead, 

Y0u greatly save (us).
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From Pesach morning to Erev Simchat Torah add

:lḦ ©d ci ¦xFn Dropping the (summer) dew.

From Simchat Torah morning to Erev Pesach add

 ©gE «xd̈ ai ¦X ©n
:m ¤W«B̈ ©d ci ¦xFnE

Blows the (winter) wind 

and drops the rain.

 ,c ¤q«¤g §A mi¦I ©g l ¥M §l ©k §n
mi ¦z ¥n d¥I ©g §n

 ,mi ¦A ©x mi ¦n£g ©x §A
 ,mi ¦l §tFp K ¥nFq
 ,mi ¦lFg ` ¥tFx §e

 ,mi ¦xEq£̀  xi ¦Y ©nE
 Fzp̈En¡̀  m¥I ©w §nE

:xẗr̈ i¥p ¥Wi ¦l
 zFxEa §B l©r«©A LF «nk̈ i ¦n

 ,KN̈ d ¤nF «c i ¦nE
 d¤I ©g §nE zi ¦n ¥n K¤l«¤n

:dr̈EW §i ©gi «¦n §v ©nE

providing the living with food,

enlivening the dead

so compassionately;

supporting the falling, 

healing the sick,

freeing the fettered,

keeping faith 

with those asleep in the dust.

Wh0 is as Y0u, All-Powers?

And who compares to Y0u,

Ruler of life and death,

Sprouting victory?

On Shabbat Shuvah (between Rosh haShanah and Yom Kippur) add:

 ,mi ¦n£g ©xd̈ a ©̀  LFnk̈ i ¦n
 mi¦I ©g §l eiẍEv §i x ¥kFf

:mi ¦n£g ©x §A

Wh0 is like Y0u, merciful G0d

Wh0 sustains life

in compassion.

Always conclude:

 dŸ ©̀  on̈ ¡̀ ¤p §e
 .mi ¦z ¥n zFi£g ©d §l

 , ¥d¥e ¥d¥i dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
:mi ¦z ¥O ©d d¥I ©g §n

Y0u are faithful 

in bringing life to the lifeless. 

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

Wh0 enlivens the dead.

Please continue silently through page 80
or feel free to skip to the Private Meditations which begin on page 91.

Pray at your own speed.  Please be seated when you are finished.
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 m ¥X ©d z ©yEc §w   G0D’S HOLINESS

 WFcẅ L §n ¦W §e WFcẅ dŸ ©̀
mFi l ’k §A mi ¦WFc §wE

.dl̈«¤Q ,LE «l §l ©d §i
, ¥dë ¥dŸi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ

Y0u are holy and Y0ur name is holy,

and every day holy ones

praise Y0u.

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

On regular Shabbatot:

WFcT̈ ©d l ¥̀ d̈ Holy G0d.

On Shabbat Shuvah, (between Rosh haShanah and Yom Kippur):

WFcT̈ ©d K¤l«¤O ©d Holy Ruler.

4

 mFI ©d z ©yEc §w   THE HOLY DAY

 Ÿ §W «©C ¦w dŸ ©̀
 L«¤n §W ¦l i ¦ri ¦a §X ©d mFi z ¤̀

 d ¥U£r ©n zi ¦l §k ©Y
 u ¤x «῭ ë m ¦i «©nẄ

 ,mi ¦nÏ ©d l ’M ¦n FY §k ©x ¥aE
 mi ¦P ©n§G ©d l ’M ¦n FY §W ©C ¦w §e

L«¤zẍFz §A aEzM̈ o ¥k §e

Y0u hallowed 

the seventh day with Y0ur Name,

as the culmination of the work

of heavens and earth,

and Y0u blessed it above all days,

as holier than all other occasions,

for, as it is written in Y0ur Torah:
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. ¤r̈tv̈ §u o¦h¬©nẌ ©v U²Kªf§h ©u
 :o«̈tc̈ §mÎk’f §u

h º¦gh ¦c §X ©v oÍH ©C Æoh ¦v«k¡t k³©f§h ©u
v·̈Gg̈ r´¤J£t I T §ft©k §n

h º¦gh ¦c §X ©v oÍH ©C Æ,«C §J¦H ©u
:v «̈Gg̈ r¬¤J£t I T §ft©k §nÎk’F ¦n

oÍhÎ, ¤t Æoh ¦v«k¡t Q¤r³̈c§h ©u
 I ·,«t J¥S ©e§h ©u h º¦gh ¦c §X ©v

I ºT §ft©k §nÎk’F ¦n Æ, ©cJ̈ I ³c h́ ¦F
oh¦v«k¡t t¬̈rC̈Îr ¤J£t

:,I «G£g«©k

“Heaven and earth being finished

with all their finishing touches,

G0d had finished on the seventh day

the creation G0d had done.

G0d ceased on the seventh day

from all the creation G0d had done.

G0d blessed 

the seventh day, sanctifying it,

For on it G0d ceased all creation

which G0d designed 

to do.”                                  Genesis 2:1-3

 i ¥dŸl`¥e Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀
,Epi «¥zFO ¦̀ §e Epi ¥«zFa£̀

 Ep «¥zg̈Ep §n ¦a d ¥v §x
 Li«¤zF §v ¦n §A Ep«¥W §C ©w

 ,L«¤zẍFz §A Ep «¥w §l ¤g o ¥z §e
 ,L«¤aEH ¦n Ep«¥r §A ©U

,L«¤zr̈EWi ¦A Ep«¥g §O ©U §e

Our G0d, G0d of our 

fathers and mothers,

be pleased with our [Shabbat] resting.

Consecrate us with Y0ur commandments,

shape our destiny with Y0ur Torah,

satisfy us with Y0ur goodness,

and gladden us with Y0ur deliverance.

 Ep«¥A ¦l x ¥d ©h §e
 ,z ¤n¡̀ ¤A L §C §a’r §l

 Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀  ¤d¤e ¤d¤i Ep«¥li ¦g §p ©d §e
 oFvẍ §aE dä£d ©̀ §A

 ,L«¤W §c ’w z ©A ©W
 ,l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i Dä EgE «pï §e

 .L«¤n §W i ¥W §C ©w §n
 , ¤d¤e ¤d¤i dŸ ©̀  KExÄ

:zÄ ©X ©d W ¥C ©w §n

Refine our minds 

to worship Y0u in truth,

Endow us, Ad0nay our G0d,

lovingly, willingly,

with the inheritance of Y0ur holy Shabbat,

that Israel rest on it

as they hallow Y0ur Name.

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

Wh0 sanctifies Shabbat.
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 d¥v §x   MAY OUR WORSHIP BE PLEASING

 ,Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀  ¦d ¦e ¦d ¦i ,d ¥v §x
 ,l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i L §O©r §A

 dä£d ©̀ §A mz̈N̈ ¦t §zE
 ,oFvẍ §A l ¥A ©w §z

 ci ¦nŸ oFvẍ §l i ¦d §zE
.L«¤O©r l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i z ©cFa£r

Ad0nay our G0d, be pleased with

Y0ur people, Israel,

and willingly accept their prayer.

May the worship service 

of Y0ur people, 

Israel, always please Y0u.

On Rosh Chodesh, or on the Shabbat in the middle days of Passover or Sukkot, add Ya’aleh v’yavo:

 Epi «¥zFa£̀  i ¥dŸl`¥e Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀
 ,Epi «¥zFO ¦̀ §e

Ÿ̀aï §e d ¤l£r©i,©ri«¦B©i §e ,
 ,r ©nẌ ¦i §e ,d ¤vẍ¥i §e ,d ¤̀ ẍ¥i §e

 x ¥kG̈ ¦i §e ,c ¥wR̈ ¦i §e
 ,Ep«¥pFc §w ¦tE Ep«¥pFx §k¦f

 Epi «¥zFO ¦̀ §e Epi «¥zFa£̀  oFx §k¦f §e
 ©gi «¦Wn̈ oFx §k¦f §e

 ,L «¤C §a©r c ¦eC̈ o ¤A
 m ¦i«©lẄEx §i oFx §k¦f §e

 ,L«¤W §c ’w xi ¦r
 L §O©r l ’M oFx §k¦f §e

,Li«¤pẗ §l l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i zi ¥A
däFh §l ,dḧi ¥l §t ¦l

 ,mi ¦n£g ©x §lE c ¤q«¤g §lE o ¥g §l
mFi §A ,mFlẄ §lE mi¦I ©g §l

Our G0d and G0d of our fathers

and mothers,

May this rise and come, arrive, 

be seen, be accepted, heard, 

considered and remembered:

our remembrances and considerations;

the memory of our ancestors;

the memory of the anointed

scion of David,* Y0ur servant,

the memory of Jerusalem,

Y0ur holy city;

the memory of all Y0ur people,

the house of Israel before Y0u,

for deliverance, for good,

for grace, kindness, and mercy,

for life and peace, on this day of

* See commentary on the concept of a Messiah, page 140
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:asj atrk

d¤G ©d W ¤c «Ÿg ©d W Ÿ̀x  
:jxpk

d¤G ©d zFS ©O ©d b ©g  
:,ufuxk

d¤G ©d zFM ªQ ©d b ©g  

on the 1st day(s) of the New Month: 

   this New Moon.

on Passover:

   this Festival of Matzot.

on Sukkot:

   this Festival of Sukkot.

 ,Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀  ªd ªe ªdªi ,Ep «¥x §k’f
 ,däFh §l FA

 ,dk̈ẍ §a ¦l Fa Ep «¥c §w ’tE
,mi¦I ©g §l Fa Ep«¥ri ¦WFd §e

 x ©a §c ¦aE
 ,mi ¦n£g ©x §e dr̈EW §i

 ,Ep«¥P ’g §e qEg
 ,Ep«¥ri ¦WFd §e Epi«¥lr̈ m ¥g ©x §e

 ,Epi«¥pi¥r Li«¤l ¥̀  i ¦M
Îk«¥t h²¦F K ¤l«¤n

:vT̈«̈t oU j ©r §u iU¬B ©j

Remember us, Ad0nay our G0d 

on this day for good; 

consider us on this day for blessing; 

save us today, alive;

and concerning 

salvation and mercy,

pity and be gracious to us, 

have mercy on us and save us,

for our eyes (look) to Y0u.

“For G0d,” Ruler,                    Nehemiah 9:31

“gracious and merciful are Y0u.”           ibid

Always conclude:

 Epi«¥pi¥r dp̈i«¤f¡g ¤z §e
 .mi ¦n£g ©x §A oFI ¦v §l L §aEW §A

 , ¦d ¦e ¦d ¦i dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
.oFI ¦v §l Fzp̈i ¦k §W xi¦f£g ©O ©d

And let our eyes see

Y0ur compassionate return to Zion.

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

Returning Y0ur Presence to Zion.
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mi ¦cFn   WE THANK/ACKNOWLEDGE Y0U

(We bow at the words mi ¦cFn and at the words dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ  that end this blessing.)

 Ep §g«©p £̀  mi ¦cFn,Kl̈
Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀  ©d©e ©d©i ,`Ed dŸ ©̀ ¤W
,Epi «¥zFO ¦̀ §e Epi «¥zFa£̀  i ¥dŸl`¥e

 ,c¤rë ml̈Fr §l
 ,Ep«¥r §W ¦i o¥bn̈ ,Epi«¥I ©g xEv
 xFcë xFc §l `Ed dŸ ©̀

:W«¤,K̈ ¦v §T r À¥P ©x§ŒbU /// ÀW§K v¬¤sI³b
,L «¤cï §A mi ¦xEq §O ©d Epi«¥I ©g l©r

 Epi «¥zFn §W ¦p l©r §e
 ,Kl̈ zFcEw §R ©d

 Li«¤Q ¦p l©r §e
 ,Ep «Ö ¦r mFi l ’k §A ¤W

 Li«¤zFaFh §e Li «¤zF` §l §t ¦p l©r §e
 z¥r l ’k §A ¤W

 ,m ¦i «ẍ¢d ’v §e x ¤w «Ÿaë a ¤x«¤r

 aFH ©d
h «¤n£j «©r Ukf̈Ît«k h¬¦F,L

 m ¥g ©x §n ©d §e
 Li «¤cq̈£g EO «©z Ÿ̀l i ¦M

.Kl̈ Epi«¦E ¦w ml̈Fr ¥n

We thank/acknowledge Y0u,

for Y0u are Ad0nay our G0d,

G0d of our fathers and mothers

for ever and ever.

Rock of our lives, shield of our safety,

Y0u transcend generations. “We thank

Y0u ... and recount Y0ur praise:”    Ps. 79:13

for our lives, given over 

to Y0ur protection, for our souls, 

entrusted to Y0u,

for Y0ur phenomenal deeds, 

each day with us,

for Y0ur astounding goodness

at any time: 

evening, morning, and noon.

The Good 0ne 

“of never-exhausted mercy;” Lamentations 3:22

The Merciful 0ne 

of never-depleted kindness;

we have always placed our hope in Y0u.
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On Chanukah add:

 ,oẅ §x ªR ©d l©r §e ,mi ¦Q ¦P ©d l©r
 ,zFxEa §B ©d l©r §e

 ,zFrEW §Y ©d l©r §e
 z̈i «¦Ur̈ ¤W ,zFng̈ §l ¦O ©d l©r §e

 Epi «¥zFO ¦̀ §lE Epi «¥zFa£̀ ©l
.d¤G ©d o ©n§G ©A m ¥dd̈ mi ¦nÏ ©A

 op̈g̈Fi o ¤A Ed«ï §z ¦Y ©n i ¥ni ¦A
 ,eip̈äE i`p̈Fn §W ©g ,o ¥dŸM ©d

 zEk §l ©n dc̈ §nr̈ ¤W §M
 dr̈Ẅ §xd̈ oëï

 l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i L §O©r l©r
 ,L«¤zẍFY mg̈i ¦M §W ©d §l

 mẍi ¦a£r ©d §lE
,L«¤pFv §x i ¥T ªg ¥n

 mi ¦A ©xd̈ Li«¤n£g ©x §A dŸ ©̀ §e
 ,mz̈ẍv̈ z¥r §A m ¤dl̈ Ÿ §c«©nr̈

 ,mäi ¦x z ¤̀  Ÿ §a «©x
 ,mp̈i ¦C z ¤̀  Ÿ §p «©C

,mz̈n̈ §w ¦p z ¤̀  Ÿ §n «©wp̈
 mi ¦xFA ¦B Ÿ §x«©qn̈

 ,mi ¦WN̈ ©g c©i §A
 ,mi ¦H©r §n c©i §A mi ¦A ©x §e

 ,mi ¦xFd §h c©i §A mi ¦̀ ¥n §HE
,mi ¦wi ¦C ©v c©i §A mi ¦rẄ §xE

.L«¤zẍFz i ¥w §qFr c©i §A mi ¦c¥f §e

For the miracles and the deliverance 

and for the heroism, 

and for the victories 

and the wars Y0u waged 

for our ancestors 

in those days at this season. 

In the days of Matityahu ben Yohanan, 

the priest, the Hasmonean and his sons,

when arose the Kingdom 

of Hellenistic evil 

against Y0ur people Israel 

to make them forget Y0ur Torah 

and sway them 

from the laws of Y0ur will,

But Y0u, in Y0ur great mercy, 

stood up for them in their time of troubles. 

Y0u fought their fight, 

judged their case, 

avenged their injustices, 

delivered the strong 

to the weak, 

the many to the few, 

the impure to the pure, 

the evil to the righteous, 

the plotters to those busy with Torah.
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 lFcB̈ m ¥W z̈i «¦Ur̈ L §lE
 ,L«¤nl̈Fr §A WFcẅ §e

 l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i L §O©r §lE
 dl̈Fc §B dr̈EW §Y z̈i «¦Ur̈

 .d¤G ©d mFI ©d §M oẅ §x ªtE
 Li«¤pä E`«Ä KM̈ x ©g ©̀ §e

 ,L«¤zi ¥A xi ¦a §c ¦l
 ,L«¤lk̈i ¥d z ¤̀  EP ¦tE

 ,L«¤WC̈ §w ¦n z ¤̀  Ex£d ¦h §e
 zFx¥p Ewi «¦l §c ¦d §e

 ,L«¤W §C ’w zFx §v ©g §A
 i ¥n §i z©pFn §W Er §aẅ §e

 ,EN«¥̀  dM̈ªp£g
 l ¥N ©d §lE zFcFd §l

.lFcB̈ ©d L §n ¦W §l

So Y0u made a reputation great 

and holy in Y0ur world. 

And for Y0ur people Israel 

Y0u made a great victory,

a deliverance (lasting to) this very day.

Afterwards Y0ur children came 

into the Core of Y0ur House 

and cleansed the Hall, 

purified the Sanctuary, 

and lit flames 

in Y0ur holy Court. 

They then established these eight days 

Of Chanukah, of Rededication, 

to thank and praise 

Y0ur great Name.

Always continue:

 mN̈ ªM l©r §e
 ,L §n ¦W m ¥nFx §z ¦i §e K ©xÄ §z ¦i

.c¤rë ml̈Fr §l ci ¦nŸ ,Ep«¥M §l ©n

For all this, may 

Y0ur Name be blessed and exalted, 

our Monarch, continually, for ever.
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On Shabbat Shuvah (between Rosh haShanah and Yom Kippur) add:

 mi ¦aFh mi¦I ©g §l aFz §kE
.L«¤zi ¦x §a i¥p §A l ’M

Write for a good life

all the children of Y0ur covenant.

 ,dl̈«¤Q LE «cFi mi¦I ©g ©d lŸk §e
 ,z ¤n¡̀ ¤A L §n ¦W z ¤̀  El §l ©di ¦e

 Ep «¥zr̈EW §i l ¥̀ d̈
  .dl̈«¤q Ep «¥zẍ§f¤r §e

 dŸ ©̀  KExÄ , ©d©e ©d©i
 L §n ¦W aFH ©d

 .zFcFd §l d ¤̀ p̈ L §lE

All alive thank Y0u!

With truth they sing praise to Y0ur Name:

“G0d -- our Safety, 

our Help!”

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

Wh0se Name is Good;

and Wh0m it is pleasant to thank.

7

SHALOM   mFlẄ   PEACE

 aẍ mFlẄ
 L §O©r l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i l©r

)     l ¥a ¥Y i ¥a §WŸei l ’k §lE(

,ml̈Fr §l mi ¦UŸ
 `Ed dŸ ©̀  i ¦M 

oFc ῭  K ¤l«¤n
.mFlẌ ©d l ’k §l

K ¥xä §l Li«¤pi¥r §A aFh §e 
l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i L §O©r z ¤̀

dr̈Ẅ l ’k §aE z¥r l ’k §A
.L«¤nFl §W ¦A

Abundant peace 

for Y0ur people Yisra’El 

    (and the whole world’s inhabitants)

grant for ever,

for Y0u are 

S0vereign Supreme 

of all peace,

for it pleases Y0u to bless 

Y0ur people Yisra’El 

each moment, every hour, 

with Y0ur peace. 
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On Shabbat Shuvah (between Rosh haShanah and Yom Kippur) add:

 ,mi¦I ©g x ¤t«¥q §A
 ,mFlẄ §e ,dk̈ẍ §A
 ,däFh dq̈p̈ §x ©tE

,Li«¤pẗ §l a ¥zM̈ ¦p §e x ¥kG̈ ¦p
 L §O©r l ’k §e Ep §g«©p £̀

 ,l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i zi ¥A
.mFlẄ §lE mi ¦aFh mi¦I ©g §l

In the book of life, 

blessing and peace

and good livelihood,

may we be remembered and inscribed,

we and the entire 

House of Israel,

for a good life and for Peace.

Always end:

 dŸ ©̀  KExÄhUvUuUvU .
:mFlẄ ©d d ¤UFr

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay, 

Wh0 makes peace.

If you took three steps forward at the beginning of the Amidah (see page 67),
take three steps back now, beginning with the left foot.

Please be seated when finished.

As we wait for all to finish the Amidah, 
we may continue with the additional meditations on page 91

or with our own private prayers.

The service continues on Page 103
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(for all Festival holy days, even those that begin on Shabbat)

oh¦kd̈ §r¦k
FESTIVAL

vs̈h ¦n£g
AMIDAH

All those who are able, please rise.          The Shaliach Tzibbur (prayer leader) faces the Ark.
See commentary, page 135

G0d’s 4-letter Name will appear with various vowels in the Amidah prayers, based on Sephardi/Mizrachi Kabbalistic prayer books. 

As we sing Ad0nay s’fatay tiftach, there is a custom of taking 3 steps forward, starting with the right (eager) foot, as if coming into
the presence of royalty, and, at the end of the Amidah, of leaving, by taking 3 steps backward, starting with the left (reluctant) foot.

j·̈T §p ¦T h́ ©,p̈ §G hb̈«s£†t 
:W«¤,K̈ ¦v §T sh¬¦D©h h À¦p ŒU

Ad0nay, open my lips 

and my mouth will praise Y0u.     Ps. 51:17

1

Epi ¥zFO ¦̀ §e Epi «¥zFa£̀
G0D OF OUR ANCESTORS

“Our job is to be good ancestors.” Jonas Salk
See commentary, page 132

BOWING: We bow, bending the knee, at the word KExÄ We rise at  ©d©e ©d©i, the Name of God.

Some also bow from the waist at the word El0hey preceding each patriarch and matriarch, to recognize their individual relationships with G0d.

dŸ ©̀  KExÄ  ©d©e ©d©iEpi«¥dŸl ¡̀
Epi «¥zFO ¦̀ §e Epi «¥zFa£̀  i ¥dŸl`¥e

 o ¹̈vr̈ §c ©t h ¥̧v«k¡t
 e²̈j §m¦h h¬¥v«k¡t
c« e£g«©h h¬¥v«kt«¥u 

,dẅ §a ¦x i ¥dŸl ¡̀  ,dẍÜ i ¥dŸl ¡̀
:d ῭ ¥l i ¥dŸl`¥e ,l ¥gẍ i ¥dŸl ¡̀

,`ẍFP ©d §e xFA ¦B ©d lFcB̈ ©d l ¥̀ d̈
iI«h§k ¤g ḱ ¥t,

 ,mi ¦aFh mi ¦cq̈£g l ¥nFB
 ,lŸM ©d d¥pFw §e

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay our G0d,

*G0d of our fathers and mothers:

G0d of Avraham,

G0d of Yitzchak,

G0d of Ya’akov,                  Exodus 3:15

G0d of Sarah, G0d of Rivkah,

G0d of Rachel, G0d of Leah.

G0d great, mighty, and awesome,

G0d supreme.                    Genesis 14:18

Wh0 repays acts of faithkeeping,

Owner of all,

*For commentary on the spelling of G0d’s name, see page 5.
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 i ¥c §q ©g x ¥kFf §e
 ,zFdÖ ¦̀ §e zFa ῭

dN̈ ª̀ §b `i ¦a ¥nE
 m ¤di¥p §a i¥p §a ¦l

:dä£d ©̀ §A Fn §W o©r«©n §l

Y0u remember the faithfulness 

of our ancestors,

bringing redemption

to their children’s children

for Y0ur Name, lovingly.

 :o¥bn̈E ©ri «¦WFnE x¥fFr K¤l«¤n
         *) c ¥wŸetE(

 dŸ ©̀  KExÄ, ©d©e ©d©i

Ruler, Help, Savior and Shield: 

         (*and Rememberer.)

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

Reform ending

i´¥dn̈:dẍÜ z ©x§f¤r §e md̈ẍ §a ©̀  Avraham’s shield (Gen 15:1)

and Sarah’s help.

*Conservative ending

i´¥dn̈:dẍÜ c ¥wŸetE md̈ẍ §a ©̀  Avraham’s shield (Gen 15:1)

Wh0 remembers (Gen 21:1) Sarah.

2

zFxEa §b   G0D’S POWERS

 ,ip̈Ÿc £̀  ml̈Fr §l xFA ¦B dŸ ©̀
 mi ¦z ¥n d¥I ©g §n

:©ri «¦WFd §l a ©x dŸ ©̀

Y0u are boundlessly powerful, Ad0nay, 

enlivening the dead, 

Y0u greatly save (us).

From Pesach morning to Erev Simchat Torah add:

:lḦ ©d ci ¦xFn Dropping the (summer) dew.

From Simchat Torah  morning to Erev Pesach add:

 ©gE «xd̈ ai ¦X ©n
:m ¤W«B̈ ©d ci ¦xFnE

Blows the (winter) wind 

and drops the rain.
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 ,c ¤q«¤g §A mi¦I ©g l ¥M §l ©k §n
mi ¦z ¥n d¥I ©g §n

,mi ¦A ©x mi ¦n£g ©x §A
 ,mi ¦l §tFp K ¥nFq
 ,mi ¦lFg ` ¥tFx §e

 ,mi ¦xEq£̀  xi ¦Y ©nE
 Fzp̈En¡̀  m¥I ©w §nE

 :xẗr̈ i¥p ¥Wi ¦l
 zFxEa §B l©r«©A LF «nk̈ i ¦n

 ,KN̈ d ¤nF «c i ¦nE
 d¤I ©g §nE zi ¦n ¥n K¤l«¤n

:dr̈EW §i ©gi «¦n §v ©nE
 dŸ ©̀  on̈ ¡̀ ¤p §e

 .mi ¦z ¥n zFi£g ©d §l
 , ¥d¥e ¥d¥i dŸ ©̀  KExÄ

:mi ¦z ¥O ©d d¥I ©g §n

providing the living with food,

enlivening the dead

so compassionately; 

supporting the falling, 

healing the sick,

freeing the fettered,

keeping faith 

with those asleep in the dust. 

Who is as Y0u, All-Powers?

And who compares to Y0u,

Ruler of life and death,

Sprouting victory?

Y0u are faithful 

in bringing life to the lifeless. 

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

Wh0 enlivens the dead.

Please continue silently through page 90
or feel free to skip to the Private Meditations which begin on page 91.

Pray at your own speed.  Please be seated when you are finished.

3

m ¥X ©d z ©yEc §w   G0D’S HOLINESS

 WFcẅ L §n ¦W §e WFcẅ dŸ ©̀
mFi l ’k §A mi ¦WFc §wE

.dl̈«¤Q ,LE «l §l ©d §i
, ¥dë ¥dŸi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ 

Y0u are holy and Y0ur name is holy,

and every day holy ones

praise Y0u.

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

WFcT̈ ©d l ¥̀ d̈ Holy G0d.
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4

 mi ¦lb̈ §x ¦l mFI ©d z ©yEc §w
HOLINESS OF THE FESTIVAL DAY

(This is used for all three of the daily services.)

dŸ ©̀ Ep «Ÿ §x ©g §a  mi ¦O©rd̈ l ’M ¦n
Ep«Ä z̈i «¦vẍ §e Ep «z̈F` Ÿ §a«©d ῭
zFpFW §N ©d l ’M ¦n Ep «Ÿ §n ©nFx §e

Li «¤zF §v ¦n §A Ep «Ÿ §W ©C ¦w §e
 Ep«¥M §l ©n Ep «Ÿ §a ©x ¥w §e

 L«¤zc̈Fa£r ©l
WFcT̈ ©d §e lFcB̈ ©d L §n ¦W §e

:z̈` «ẍẅ Epi«¥lr̈

Y0u chose us from all peoples;

Y0u have loved us and found favor in us;

Y0u have exalted us above all tongues

and sanctified us with Y0ur mitzvot 

and brought us near, our Ruler, 

to Y0ur service,

and (with) Y0ur great and holy Name 

Y0u have named us (by naming us Yisra’El.)

On Saturday nights, add:

Ep«¥ri ¦cFY©e
 Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀  ¤d¤e ¤d¤i 

,L «¤w §c ¦v i ¥h §R §W ¦n z ¤̀
 zFU£r ©l Ep «¥c §O ©l §Y©e

.L«¤pFv §x i ¥T ªg
,Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀  ¤d¤e ¤d¤i ,Ep«l̈ o ¤Y «¦Y©e

mi ¦xẄ §i mi ¦hR̈ §W ¦n
,z ¤n¡̀  zFxFz §e

 .mi ¦aFh zF §v ¦nE mi ¦T ªg
oFUÜ i¥P ©n§f Ep«¥li ¦g §p ©Y©e

W ¤c «Ÿw i ¥c£rF «nE
,däc̈ §p i¥B ©g §e 

zÄ ©W z ©X ªc §w Ep ¥«Wi ¦xFY©e 
c¥rFn cFa §kE 

.l¤b «¤xd̈ z©bi ¦b£g©e

Y0u made sure we knew, 

Ad0nay our G0d, 

Y0ur legal justice. 

Y0u taught us

standards that please Y0u. 

Y0u gave us, Ad0nay our G0d,  

upstanding laws 

and true teachings, 

good standards and commandments. 

Y0u endowed us with joyous seasons,

sacred occasions, 

and freewill Festivals. 

Y0u gave us a heritage of Shabbat holiness

glorious occasions 

for Festival feasts.
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Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀  ¤d¤e ¤d¤i l ¥C §a ©Y©e
,lFg §l W ¤c «Ÿw oi ¥A

,K ¤WŸ «g §l xF` oi ¥A 
,mi ¦O©rl̈ l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i oi ¥A

i ¦ri ¦a §X ©d mFi oi ¥A
.d ¤U£r ©O ©d i ¥n §i z ¤W«¥W §l

 zÄ ©W z ©X ªc §w oi ¥A
,Ÿ §l «©C §a ¦d aFh mFi z ©X ªc §w ¦l

i ¦ri ¦a §X ©d mFi z ¤̀ §e
d ¤U£r ©O ©d i ¥n §i z ¤W«¥X ¦n

.Ÿ §W «©C ¦w
 Ÿ §W «©C ¦w §e Ÿ §l «©C §a ¦d

 l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i L §O©r z ¤̀
.L«¤zẌ ªc §w ¦A

Y0u drew a line, Ad0nay our G0d,

between holy and common, 

light and darkness, 

Yisra’El and the other peoples, 

the seventh day 

and the six workdays. 

Between the sanctity of Shabbat 

and Festival sanctity Y0u differentiated,

just as the seventh day 

overshadows the six workdays.

in holiness. 

Y0u distinguished, Y0u set apart 

Y0ur people, Yisra’El, 

within Y0ur holiness. 

Epi ¥dŸl ¡̀  ¤d¤e ¤d¤i Epl̈ o ¤Y «¦Y©e
dä£d ©̀ §A

dg̈Ep §n ¦l zFzÄ ©W)
(Edg̈ §n ¦U §l mi ¦c£rFn

oFUÜ §l mi ¦P ©n§fE mi ¦B ©g
mFi z ¤̀

(mFi z ¤̀ §e d¤G ©d zÄ ©W ©d)

Y0u gave us, Ad0nay our G0d,

with love

(Sabbaths for rest

and) appointed times for gladness,

festivals and times for joy,

(this Sabbath day and)

Add the appropriate words for the day:

:jxpk 
 d¤G ©d zFS ©O ©d b ©g  

:Ep «¥zEx ¥g o ©n§f  
:,ugucak 

 d¤G ©d zFr ªaẌ ©d b ©g  
:Ep «¥zẍFY o ©Y ©n o ©n§f  

on Passover: 

   this day of the Festival of Matzot, 

   the time of our freedom

on Shavu’ot:

   this day of the Festival of Shavu’ot,

   the time of the giving of our Torah
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:,ufuxk
   d¤G ©d zFM ªQ ©d b ©g

:Ep «¥zg̈ §n ¦X o ©n§f  

on Sukkot:

   this day of the Festival of Sukkot,

   the time of our gladness

:vr̈IT ,©j§n¦Gq, ¤r«¤m£g h¦bh¦n§J¦k
 z ¤x«¤v£rd̈ b ©g i ¦pi ¦n §X ©d  

:Ep «¥zg̈ §n ¦U o ©n§f d¤G ©d  
:,cak

dä£d ©̀ §A  

on Shmini Atzeret/Simchat Torah:

   this eighth closing day [of the Festival],

   the time of our gladness

on Shabbat add:

   with love

Always conclude:

 W ¤c «Ÿw `ẍ §w ¦n
:m ¦i «ẍ §v ¦n z ©̀ i ¦vi ¦l x ¤k«¥f

a (day) called holy,

a memorial of the Exodus from Egypt.

 i ¥dŸl`¥e Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀
 ,Epi «¥zFO ¦̀ §e Epi «¥zFa£̀

Ÿ̀aï §e d ¤l£r©i,©ri«¦B©i §e ,
 ,r ©nẌ ¦i §e ,d ¤vẍ¥i §e ,d ¤̀ ẍ¥i §e

 x ¥kG̈ ¦i §e ,c ¥wR̈ ¦i §e
 ,Ep«¥pFc §w ¦tE Ep«¥pFx §k¦f

 Epi «¥zFO ¦̀ §e Epi «¥zFa£̀  oFx §k¦f §e
 ©gi «¦Wn̈ oFx §k¦f §e

 ,L «¤C §a©r c ¦eC̈ o ¤A
 m ¦i«©lẄEx §i oFx §k¦f §e

 ,L«¤W §c ’w xi ¦r
 L §O©r l ’M oFx §k¦f §e

,Li«¤pẗ §l l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i zi ¥A
däFh §l ,dḧi ¥l §t ¦l

 ,mi ¦n£g ©x §lE c ¤q«¤g §lE o ¥g §l
mFi §A ,mFlẄ §lE mi¦I ©g §l

Our G0d and G0d of 

our fathers and mothers. 

May this rise and come, arrive, 

be seen, be accepted, heard, 

considered and remembered: 

our remembrances and considerations;

the memory of our ancestors;

the memory of the anointed 

scion of David, Y0ur servant; 

the memory of Jerusalem, 

Y0ur holy city; 

the memory of all Y0ur people, 

the house of Israel before Y0u,

for deliverance, for good,

for grace, kindness, and mercy, 

for life and peace, on this day of
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Add the appropriate words for the day:

:jxpk

d¤G ©d zFS ©O ©d b ©g  
:jxpk

d¤f ©d zFr ªaẌ ©d b ©g  
:,ufuxk

d¤G ©d zFM ªQ ©d b ©g  
:vr̈IT ,©j§n¦Gq, ¤r«¤m£g h¦bh¦n§J¦k

d¤G ©d  z ¤x«¤v£rd̈ b ©g i ¦pi ¦n §X ©d  
Epi «¥zg̈ §n ¦U o ©n§f  

on Passover:

   this Festival of Matzot

on Shavu’ot:

   this Festival of Weeks

on Sukkot:

   this Festival of Booths.

on Shmini Atzeret/Simchat Torah:

   this Festival of Sh’mini Atzeret,

   the season of our rejoicing.

 ,Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀  §d §e §d §i ,Ep «¥x §k’f
 ,däFh §l FA

 ,dk̈ẍ §a ¦l Fa Ep «¥c §w ’tE
,mi¦I ©g §l Fa Ep«¥ri ¦WFd §e

 ,mi ¦n£g ©x §e dr̈EW §i x ©a §c ¦aE
 ,Ep«¥P ’g §e qEg

 ,Ep«¥ri ¦WFd §e Epi«¥lr̈ m ¥g ©x §e
 ,Epi«¥pi¥r Li«¤l ¥̀  i ¦M

Îk«¥t h²¦F K ¤l«¤n
:vT̈«̈t oU j ©r §u iU¬B ©j

Remember us, Ad0nay our G0d

(on this day) for good;

consider us on this day for blessing;

save us today alive;

and concerning salvation and mercy,

pity and be gracious to us,

have mercy on us and save us,

for our eyes (look) to Y0u.

“For G0d,” Ruler,                    Nehemiah 9:31

“gracious and merciful are Y0u.”           ibid

Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀  ¤d¤e ¤d¤i Ep «¥̀ i ¦V ©d §e
Li «¤c£rFn z ©M §x ¦A z ¤̀

mFlẄ §lE mi¦I ©g §l
x ¤W£̀ ©M oFUÜ §lE dg̈ §n ¦U §l

Ep«¥k §xä §l Ÿ §x«©n ῭ §e z̈i «¦vẍ
 i ¥dŸl`¥e Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀  

 Epi «¥zFO ¦̀ §e Epi «¥zFa£̀
):,cak(Ep «¥zg̈Ep §n ¦a d ¥v §x 

Bestow upon us, Ad0nay our G0d,

the blessing of Y0ur appointed festivals

for life and for peace,

for gladness and for joy, as

Y0u desired and promised to bless us.

Our G0d and G0d of 

our ancestors,

(On Shabbat:  Be pleased with our rest.)
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Li«¤zF §v ¦n §A Ep ¥W §C ©w
.L«¤zẍFz §A Ep «¥w §l ¤g o ¥z §e

 L«¤aEH ¦n Ep«¥r §A ©U
 L«¤zr̈EWi ¦A Ep«¥g §O ©U §e

 Ep«¥A ¦l x ¥d ©h §e
 .z ¤n¡̀ ¤A L §C §a’r §l

Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀  ¤d¤e ¤d¤i Ep«¥li ¦g §p ©d §e
):,cak(oFvẍ §aE dä£d ©̀ §A 

 oFUÜ §aE dg̈ §n ¦U §A
(E zÄ ©W).L ¤W §c ’w i ¥c£rFn

l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i L §a Eg §n §U ¦i §e
 :L«¤n §W i ¥W §C ©w §n

 dŸ ©̀  KExÄ .
 W ¥C ©w §n( §e zÄ ©W ©d)l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i

:mi ¦P ©n§G ©d §e

Sanctify us with Y0ur commandments

and grant us our share in Y0ur Torah.

Satisfy us from Y0ur goodness

and gladden us with Y0ur salvation,

and purify our heart 

to serve Y0u sincerely.  

Grant us a heritage, Ad0nay our G0d,

(on Shabbat: with love and favor,)

with gladness and with joy, 

(Shabbat and) Y0ur holy festivals.

May Israel, who sanctifes

Y0ur name, rejoice in Y0u.  

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay, 

Wh0 sanctifies (Shabbat and) Israel 

and the festive seasons.

5

d¥v §x   MAY OUR WORSHIP BE PLEASING

 ,Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀  ¦d ¦e ¦d ¦i ,d ¥v §x
 , l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i L §O©r §A

 dä£d ©̀ §A mz̈N̈ ¦t §zE
 ,oFvẍ §A l ¥A ©w §z

 ci ¦nŸ oFvẍ §l i ¦d §zE
.L ¤O©r l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i z ©cFa£r

 Epi«¥pi¥r dp̈i«¤f¡g ¤z §e
 .mi ¦n£g ©x §A oFI ¦v §l L §aEW §A

 , ¦d ¦e ¦d ¦i dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
.oFI ¦v §l Fzp̈i ¦k §W xi¦f£g ©O ©d

Ad0nay our G0d, be pleased with

Y0ur people, Israel: 

and willingly accept their prayer.

May the worship service 

of Y0ur people, 

Israel, always please Y0u.

And let our eyes see

Y0ur compassionate return to Zion.

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

Returning Y0ur Presence to Zion.

88    Intro    Kabbalat Shabbat    Ma’ariv  [Sh’ma service  Amidah  Aleynu  Kaddish]    Conclusion    Commentary    Songs/Parables



6

mi ¦cFn   WE THANK/ACKNOWLEDGE Y0U

(We bow at the words mi ¦cFn and at the words dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ that end this blessing.)

 Ep §g«©p £̀  mi ¦cFn,Kl̈
Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀  ©d©e ©d©i ,`Ed dŸ ©̀ ¤W
,Epi «¥zFO ¦̀ §e Epi «¥zFa£̀  i ¥dŸl`¥e

 ,c¤rë ml̈Fr §l
 ,Ep«¥r §W ¦i o¥bn̈ ,Epi«¥I ©g xEv
 xFcë xFc §l `Ed dŸ ©̀

:W«¤,K̈ ¦v §T r À¥P ©x§ŒbI /// ÀW§K v¬¤sI³b
,L «¤cï §A mi ¦xEq §O ©d Epi«¥I ©g l©r

 Epi «¥zFn §W ¦p l©r §e
 ,Kl̈ zFcEw §R ©d

 Li«¤Q ¦p l©r §e
 ,Ep «Ö ¦r mFi l ’k §A ¤W

 Li«¤zFaFh §e Li «¤zF` §l §t ¦p l©r §e
 z¥r l ’k §A ¤W

 ,m ¦i «ẍ¢d ’v §e x ¤w «Ÿaë a ¤x«¤r

 aFH ©d
h «¤n£j «©r Ukf̈Ît«k h¬¦F,L

 m ¥g ©x §n ©d §e
 Li «¤cq̈£g EO «©z Ÿ̀l i ¦M

.Kl̈ Epi«¦E ¦w ml̈Fr ¥n

We thank/acknowledge Y0u,

for Y0u are Ad0nay our G0d,

G0d of our fathers and mothers

for ever and ever.

Rock of our lives, shield of our safety,

Y0u transcend generations. “We thank

Y0u ... and recount Y0ur praise:”    Ps. 79:13

for our lives, given over 

to Y0ur protection, for our souls, 

entrusted to Y0u,

for Y0ur phenomenal deeds, 

each day with us,

for Y0ur astounding goodness

at any time: 

evening, morning, and noon.

The Good 0ne 

“of never-exhausted mercy;” Lamentations 3:22

The Merciful 0ne 

of never-depleted kindness;

we have always placed our hope in Y0u.

 mN̈ ªM l©r §e
 ,L §n ¦W m ¥nFx §z ¦i §e K ©xÄ §z ¦i

.c¤rë ml̈Fr §l ci ¦nŸ ,Ep«¥M §l ©n

For all this, may 

Y0ur Name be blessed and exalted, 

our Monarch, continually, for ever.
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 ,dl̈«¤Q LE «cFi mi¦I ©g ©d lŸk §e
 ,z ¤n¡̀ ¤A L §n ¦W z ¤̀  El §l ©di ¦e

 Ep «¥zr̈EW §i l ¥̀ d̈
  .dl̈«¤q Ep «¥zẍ§f¤r §e

 dŸ ©̀  KExÄ , ªd ªe ªdªi
 L §n ¦W aFH ©d

 .zFcFd §l d ¤̀ p̈ L §lE

All alive thank Y0u!

With truth they sing praise to Y0ur Name:

“G0d — our Safety, 

our Help!”

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

Wh0se Name is Good;

and Wh0m it is pleasant to thank.

7

 mFlẄ   PEACE

 aẍ mFlẄ
 L §O©r l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i l©r

)     l ¥a ¥Y i ¥a §WŸei l ’k §lE(

,ml̈Fr §l mi ¦UŸ
 `Ed dŸ ©̀  i ¦M 

oFc ῭  K ¤l«¤n
.mFlẌ ©d l ’k §l

K ¥xä §l Li«¤pi¥r §A aFh §e 
l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i L §O©r z ¤̀

dr̈Ẅ l ’k §aE z¥r l ’k §A
.L«¤nFl §W ¦A

Abundant peace 

for Y0ur people Yisra’El 

    (and the whole world’s inhabitants)

grant for ever,

for Y0u are 

S0vereign Supreme 

of all peace,

for it pleases Y0u to bless 

Y0ur people Yisra’El 

each moment, every hour, 

with Y0ur peace. 

 dŸ ©̀  KExÄhUvUuUvU
:mFlẄ ©d d ¤UFr

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay, 

Wh0 makes peace.

If you took three steps forward at the beginning of the Amidah (see page 69),
take three steps back now, beginning with the left foot.

Please be seated when finished.

As we wait for all to finish the Amidah, we may continue
with the additional meditations on page 91 or with our own private prayers.

The service continues on Page 103
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MEDITATIONS TO FOLLOW OR REPLACE THE AMIDAH
Psalms, readings and commentary can also be found at the beginning and end of this Siddur, pages 3 and 132.

i ¦pFW §l xFv §p ,i ©dŸl ¡̀ G0D, GUARD MY TONGUE

By Mar ben Ravina, Talmud, B’rachot 17a.

 rẍ ¥n i ¦pFW §l xFv §p ,i ©dŸl ¡̀
 :dn̈ §x ¦n x ¥A ©C ¦n i ©zẗ §UE
 ,mŸC ¦z i ¦W §t©p i ¥l §l ©w §n ¦l §e

xẗr̈ ¤M i ¦W §t©p §e
 .d¤i §d ¦Y lŸM ©l 

 ,L«¤zẍFz §A i ¦A ¦l g ©z §R
 .i ¦W §t©p sFC §x ¦Y Li«¤zF §v ¦n §aE

My G0d, guard my tongue from evil, 

and my lips from speaking lies.

To those cursing me let my soul be silent –

let my soul be as dust 

to everyone.

Open my mind with Y0ur Torah, 

that I may pursue Y0ur commandments.

A Personal Amidah
Our G0d, and G0d of our forebears, we come before Y0u on this Shabbat
bringing with us the joys and burdens of the week that has just passed,
and our prayers and hopes for the days ahead.

Some of us have experienced darkness this week – fear, pain,
loneliness, illness, anguish, depression, anger. We approach Y0u seeking
a deeper knowledge of ourselves, that we may learn how to accept what we
cannot change. But we also reach toward the divine spark within us,
searching for the courage and fortitude and endurance we need to enable
us to take responsibility for that which we can change. We look for
guidance from Y0u, so that we may learn how to transform our lives in
vessels mirroring Y0ur light.

Some of us have been touched by the wondrous sense of Y0ur Presence this
past week – by the marvels of nature, by the love of family and
friends, by satisfying work, by insights into life and its possibilities, 
by the work of healing we have engaged in. We draw near Y0u
to contemplate Y0ur gifts and blessings, and offer our gratitude to Y0u.

Y0u are the S0urce of both darkness and light. 
Y0u give us the week with its challenges and struggles, 
and Y0u give us Shabbat, with its serenity and joy.

                                                                                                     From Or Chadash draft, 1989
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Alternate Epi «¥zFa£̀ Epi «¥zFO ¦̀ §e
OUR ANCESTORS/OUR GENESIS

By AvRam Aryeh

I bless the goodness in my ancestry
in my mother and father, and in their mothers and fathers,

those good souls from Yisra’El 
and from Y0ur other peoples

Wh0, joined together, birthed me.
And before them, and before then, 

back to Saray, even back before AvRam found Y0u,
back before our minds could speak in words
back before our thumbs could oppose

even before we could rise up on two legs.
Even before we were multiple cells,

with waters outside and waters inside,
Even before our twisted strands of acid wove us together

from the molecules of this planet,
Even before this planet breathed and bathed in the icy comet rains, 

Even before then, as our dusty disk swirled around 
this collapsing, condensing, incandescing star

which had been hurled here from eons away,

Even before them all, was Y0u,
My Mother, my Father, my Self.

 dŸ ©̀  KExÄ, ©d©e ©d©i Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

Reform ending

i´¥dn̈:dẍÜ z ©x§f¤r §e md̈ẍ §a ©̀  Avraham’s shield (Gen 15:1)

and Sarah’s help.

*Conservative ending

i´¥dn̈:dẍÜ c ¥wŸetE md̈ẍ §a ©̀  Avraham’s shield (Gen 15:1)

Wh0 remembers (Gen 21:1) Sarah.
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The Essence of the Seven Amidah Blessings
A Personal Awareness

Avot v’Imahot/Ancestors
I am a child of Avraham and Sarah, and I carry our people one generation forward. I am a link in a three and a
half millennia chain.

G’vurot/G0d’s Powers
All the powers in the universe are one – to use for good or ill. Inasmuch as I embody the powers to help, to raise
the falling, free the imprisoned and heal ailing spirits, I am a part of that power.

K’dushat haShem/ Utter Holiness
There is a reality before and beyond my existence which I can never know or describe.

K’dushat haYom/This Holy Day
My ancestors’ prophets spoke out about the heavenly gift of one day in seven devoted to the enjoyment and
appreciation of the labors of creation. Thank G0d for this Shabbat/Festival day! May I enjoy its goodness fully.

R’tzeh/Acceptable Thoughts
I pray that my thoughts, hopes and prayers  are the kind which will lead to a better me, and that our
community's prayers will lead to the fulfillment of the highest expectations for our world..

Modim/Acknowledging, Thanking
My heartfelt thanks to the 0ne, the products of whose universe I have used, and the angels of whose universe
have endowed me with life, luck and lucid thought. I acknowledge the First Cause who brought me forth, and
the daily miracles of living.

Shalom/Peace
I feel that if everyone prayed like this, the world would be a better and more peaceful place.

          Did you study Torah today?
          Did you do a mitzvah?
          Did you dance?

                    Rabbi Nachman of Bratzlav
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Reviewing My Week

As I enter Shabbat, let me retrace my journey this week.
Where did my body and soul lead me these past seven days?
What and who came into my life?
What were the highs, the lows, the missteps, the successes?
To what do I attribute my achievements, my errors?
What moments did I cherish? 
What satisfactions allowed me to breathe deeply and just be?
What and whom did I forget to thank for the blessings that came to me?
What mitzvot did I do that made the world better?
What mitzvot and g’milot chassasim (unexpected kindnesses) did others do for me that made my life better?

Blessings for:
Achievement

æedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
 ,ml̈Frd̈ K¤l«¤n Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀

.ai ¦h ¥n ©d §e aFH ©d

Blessed Y0u, BeingItself

our G0d, Ruler of Space&Time,

the Good Wh0 does good.

Disappointment

æedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
 ,ml̈Frd̈ K¤l«¤n Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀

.z ¤n ¤̀ d̈ oÏ ©C

Blessed Y0u, BeingItself

our G0d, Ruler of Space&Time,

the True Judge.

Guidance

æedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
 ,ml̈Frd̈ K¤l«¤n Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀

.i ¦M §x ©C §A i ¦p«¥k ¦x §C ©O ©d

Blessed Y0u, BeingItself

our G0d, Ruler of Space&Time,

Wh0 guides me on my way.
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Slow Me Down, Ad0nay
adapted from Wilferd Arlan Peterson, contemporary American

see commentary on page 141

Slow me down, Ad0nay.
Ease the pounding of my heart

by the quieting of my mind.
Steady my hurried pace

with a vision of the eternal reach of time.
Give me, amidst the confusion of my day,

the calmness of the everlasting hills.

Break the tension of my nerves
with the soothing music of the singing streams

that live in my memory.
Help me to know 

the magical restoring power of sleep.

Teach me the art of taking minute vacations:
of slowing down 

to look at a flower,
to chat with an old friend or make a new one,

to pat a stray dog,
to watch a spider build a web,

to smile at a child,
or to read a few lines from a good book.

Remind me each day 
that the race is not always to the swift;

that there is more to life than increasing its speed.
Let me look upward

into the branches of the towering oak
and know that it grew great and strong

because it grew slowly and well.
Slow me down, Ad0nay;

and inspire me to send my roots deep
into the soil of life’s enduring values

that I may grow toward the stars
of my greater destiny.
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Prayer For  dq̈p̈ §x ©R / Support (Livelihood)

Y0u, Ad0nay, our G0d,
nourish, sustain, and support every living creature.

Please grant me the ability
to nourish, sustain, and support myself (and my family),
and may all Y0ur children who wish employment
be able to find and keep it.

May we be supported, supporting ourselves
in contentment, and not in pain;
in a permissible, not a forbidden manner;
in honor and not in disgrace;
for life and for peace.

May we be supported, supporting ourselves
from the fl0w of blessing and success;
pouring forth from Y0ur Heavenly wellspring;
so that I and all Y0ur creatures may be able do Y0ur will
and come to know the true meaning of this Psalm (145:16):

 W·¤sḧÎ, ¤t ©j¬¥,IP
:iI «mr̈ h́ ©jÎk’f§k ©gh¦C §G ©nU

Y0u open Y0ur hand

and satisfy every living thing’s desire.

Please grant me the patience and tolerance necessary
to calm my spirit,
and help me to remember
that everything is under Y0ur control,
so that despite my many trials and setbacks,
I face each day with confidence and hope,
and go forth presenting a positive spirit,
my best foot forward,
my future in my own hands.

 , ©d©e ©d©i dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
.Li«¤zF`i ¦x §a ¦l dq̈p̈ §x ©R o¥pFg

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay, 

Wh0 graces Y0ur creatures with support.
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READINGS ABOUT SHABBAT

Meditations on K’dushat haShabbat: Holiness of Shabbat

Shabbat is said to be a taste of the world-to-come.
            How can I spend my time on Shabbat so as to create a world-to-come on earth?

What can I let go of – cease – this Shabbat?

What would I like to do on this Shabbat, or, if not this Shabbat, next Shabbat?

What can I do during the coming week to ensure that I will have a better Shabbat next week?

Shabbat Holiness means I wish that other chores and concerns not intrude on my special day. 
            How might I keep my Shabbat “holy?”

Blessed Y0u, SOURCE OF EXISTENCE, Wh0 set Shabbat apart as holy.

The Pause Between The Notes
Rabbi Sidney Greenberg
Likrat Shabbat, p. 99

A great pianist was once asked by an ardent admirer: “How do you handle the notes 
as well as you do?” The artist answered: “The notes I handle no better than many pianists, but the pauses
between the notes – ah! that is where the art resides.”

In great living, as in great music, the art may be in the pauses. Surely one of the enduring contributions
which Judaism made to the art of living was the Shabbat, “the pause between the notes.” And it is to the
Shabbat that we must look if we are to restore to our lives the sense of serenity and sanctity which
Shabbat offers in such joyous abundance.
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Hadliku Ner - Light A Candle
by Zelda (Shneerson-Mishkovsky), Israeli, 1914-1984
Translated by AvRam Aryeh

 ,x¥p Ewi «¦l §c ©d
 .o ¦i«©i Ez §W

h`N̈ ©A dẗ §hẅ zÄ ©X ©d
.z©r «©wFX ©d W ¤n«¤X ©d z ¤̀
h`N̈ ©A z ¤c «¤xFi zÄ ©X ©d

.mi ¦ri ¦w §xd̈ z©pẄFW Dc̈ï §aE

zÄ ©X ©d lFz §W ¦Y Ki ¥̀
xi ¦̀ ¥nE mEvr̈ g ©x«¤R

?x¥E ¦r §e x ©v a ¥l §A
zÄ ©X ©d lFY §W ¦Y Ki ¥̀
mi ¦k ῭ §l ©O ©d ui ¦v z ¤̀

?l ¥lŸed §e rb̈EW §n xÜÄ a ¥l §A
z¤e «n̈ §l ©̀ ©d z©p ©WFW g ©n §v ¦Y ©d

?mi ¦cä£r l ¤W xFC §A

 !x¥p Ewi «¦l §c ©d
 !o ¦i«©i Ez §W

h`N̈ ©A z ¤c «¤xFi zÄ ©X ©d
,g ©x«¤R ©d Dc̈ï §aE

Dc̈ï §aE
.z©r ©wFX ©d W ¤n«¤X ©d

Light a candle,

drink wine.

Softly the Shabbat has plucked

the sinking sun.

Shabbat descends softly,

and in her hand the rose of heaven.

How can Shabbat plant

a huge and shining flower

in a narrow, blind heart?

How can Shabbat plant

the bud of angels

in a heart of stark-raving mad flesh?

Can the rose of immortality grow

in a generation of slaves?

Light a candle!

Drink wine!

Shabbat descends softly,

and in her hand the flower

and in her hand

the sinking sun.
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Out of the Land of Heaven 
by Leonard Cohen
for Marc Chagall

Out of the land of heaven 
Down comes the warm Sabbath sun 
Into the spice-box of earth. 
The Queen will make every Jew her lover. 
In a white silk coat 
Our rabbi dances up the street, 
Wearing our lawns like a green prayer-shawl, 
Brandishing houses like silver flags. 
Behind him dance his pupils, 
Dancing not so high 
And chanting the rabbi’s prayer, 
But not so sweet. 
And who waits for him 
On a throne at the end of the street 
But the Sabbath Queen. 
Down go his hands 
Into the spice-box of earth, 
And there he finds the fragrant sun 
For a wedding ring, 
And draws her wedding finger through. 
Now back down the street they go, 
Dancing higher than the silver flags. 
His pupils somewhere have found wives too, 
And all are chanting the rabbi’s song 
And leaping high in the perfumed air. 
Who calls him Rabbi? 
Cart-horse and dogs call him Rabbi, 
And he tells them: 
The Queen makes every Jew her lover. 
Gathering on their green lawns 
The people call him Rabbi, 
And fill their mouths with good bread 
And his happy song. 
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Beyond Civilization
by Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel, American (1907-1972)

Is our civilization a way to disaster, as many of us are prone to believe? Is civilization essentially evil, to
be rejected and condemned? The faith of the Jew is not a way out of this world, but a way of being
within and above this world; not to reject but to surpass civilization. The Sabbath is the day on which we
learn the art of surpassing civilization.

To set apart one day a week for freedom, a day on which we would not use the instruments which have been so
easily turned into weapons of destruction, a day for being with ourselves, a day of detachment from the vulgar,
of independence of external obligations, a day on which we stop worshipping the idols of technical civilization,
a day on which we use no money, a day of armistice in the economic struggle with our fellow human beings and
the forces of nature -- is there any institution that holds out a greater hope for our human progress than the
Sabbath?

The solution of humankind’s most vexing problem will not be found in renouncing technical civilization, but in
attaining some degree of independence of it.

What are the kinds of labour not to be done on the Sabbath? They are, according to the ancient rabbis, all those
acts which were necessary for the construction and furnishing of the Sanctuary in the desert. The Sabbath itself
is a sanctuary which we build, a sanctuary in time.

Civilization is on trial. 
Its future will depend upon how much of the Sabbath will penetrate its spirit.

Eternity Utters A Day
adapted from The Sabbath by Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel

Sabbath arrives in the world, scattering a song in the silence of the night: eternity utters a day. 

Six days a week we live under the tyranny of things of space; on Shabbat we try to become attuned to the
holiness in time.

Technical civilization is our conquest of space. It is a triumph frequently achieved by sacrificing an essential
ingredient of existence, namely, time. In technical civilization, we expend time to gain space. To enhance our
power in the world of space is our main objective.

Yet to have more does not mean to be more. There is a realm of time where the goal is not to have but to be,
not to own but to give, not to control but to share, not to subdue but to be in accord.

Life goes wrong when the control of space, the acquisition of things of space, becomes our whole concern.

The beginning of Shabbat is like a palace in time. It is not a date but an atmosphere. The meaning of this
moment is to evaluate time rather than space, to judge, not to acquire.

It is a day on which we are called upon to share in what is eternal in time.

To turn from the results of creation to the mystery of creation; from the world of creation to the creation of
the world.
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The Shabbat
adapted from E. Grindell

This is the great warmth, the great at-homeness;
This is the knowledge of belonging;
The loneness merging into a strong oneness.
One lost drop of water finding its way into the sea.

The Torah gleams white and silver, and we stand
Singing and praying,
Our hearts warm with peace,
Our spirits quiet in the quietness of Shabbat.

This is the end of the week and its beginning.
This is the moment of pause,
The refilling of the empty vessel,
The renewing of the spirit.

This is the remembering;
The shared memory of over three thousand years
And the shared embarking upon millions more.

This is the hearth, the gathering together;
The pain and the joy,
The tears and the gentle laughter.

This is the benign wisdom in an old man’s eyes
And the hope in a boy’s fresh voice,
The roots into the past
And the arms stretched forward into the future.

Live Aware
by Avram Aryeh

There are no High Priests any longer.  
Only us, ordinary Jews.
All of us are conduits of Divine awareness and action.
Let us strive to live aware of it.
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The Shabbat Has Kept Us Alive
by “Achad Ha-Am” (Asher Tzvi Hirsch Ginsberg) 19th-20th Century Russia

A Jew who feels a real tie with the life of his people throughout the generations
will find it utterly impossible to think of the existence of the Jew without the Shabbat.
One can say without exaggeration that more than the Jew has kept the Shabbat,
the Shabbat has kept the Jew.

Rambam’s (Moses Maimonides’) Ladder of Tzedakah
Mishneh Torah (12th Century), Laws of Gifts to the Poor 10:7-14

Maimonides made a ladder out of tzedakah, 

from the best to worst, for both the giver and the one who receives.

There are eight levels of tzedakah. The highest level is where we take someone by the hand, giving them a gift
or loan, or becoming their partner, or finding them a job, in order to strengthen them until they no longer need
to ask anyone for help.

Below this is when we give tzedakah to the poor, not knowing to whom we give, while the poor do not
know from whom they take.

Below this, the giver knows to whom they give, yet the poor do not know from whom they take.

Below this, the poor know from who they take, but the giver does not know.

Below this, one puts into another’s hand before (the latter) asks.

Below this, one gives to another after (the latter) asks.

Below this, one gives another less than is appropriate, but in a pleasant manner.

Below this, one gives grudgingly.

The greatest tzedakah, said Maimonides, is to give in such a way that we make the needy self-sufficient. 

This is the Torah’s mitzvah: “Strengthen your people, and those who live among you,
so they may live with you.”                                                                  (Leviticus 25:35)
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We sing one of these songs to follow the Amidah:
Yih’yu L’ratzon this page      R’tzeh viMnuchatenu this page      Magen Avot next page

Shalom Rav page 79      Yism’chu page 105      haTov page 157

oFvẍ §l Ei §d ¦i MAY THE WORDS Psalm 19:15

This thematically appropriate last verse of Psalm 19 was chosen symbolically to end the 19 blessings of the weekday Amidah.

h ¿¦pÎh ¥r §n ¦t | iIm̧r̈§k U¬h §v«¦h 
Wh·¤bp̈§k h́ ¦C¦k iÍh §d ¤v §u
:h«¦k£t ««d §u h ¬¦rU»m vÀ̈u«v§Œh

May the words of my mouth

and the meditation of my heart be

acceptable, Ad0nay my Rock and Redeemer.

Go to page 108 and continue with the Healing Prayer

Ep «¥zg̈Ep §n ¦a d ¥v §x BE PLEASED WITH OUR REST

This, the last paragraph of the k’dushat hayom / sanctification of the day for Shabbat, is repeated here in traditional congregations.

 i ¥dŸl`¥e Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀
,Epi «¥zFO ¦̀ §e Epi ¥«zFa£̀

.Ep «¥zg̈Ep §n ¦a d ¥v §x

Our G0d, G0d of our 

fathers and mothers,

be pleased with our [Shabbat] resting.

i«¤zF §v ¦n §A Ep«¥W §C ©wL 
 ,L«¤zẍFz §a Ep «¥w §l ¤g o ¥z §e

 ,L«¤aEH ¦n Ep«¥r §A ©U
,L«¤zr̈EWi ¦A Ep«¥g §O ©U §e

Consecrate us with Y0ur commandments,

shape our destiny with Y0ur Torah,

satisfy us with Y0ur goodness,

and gladden us with Y0ur deliverance.

 Ep«¥A ¦l x ¥d ©h §e
,z ¤n¡̀ ¤A L §C §a’r §l

Refine our minds 

to worship Y0u in truth,

 Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀  ¤d¤e ¤d¤i Ep«¥li ¦g §p ©d §e
 oFvẍ §aE dä£d ©̀ §A

 ,L«¤W §c ’w z ©A ©W
 ,l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i Dä EgE «pï §e

 .L«¤n §W i ¥W §C ©w §n
 , ¤d¤e ¤d¤i dŸ ©̀  KExÄ

:zÄ ©X ©d W ¥C ©w §n

Endow us, Ad0nay our G0d,

lovingly, willingly,

with the inheritance of Y0ur holy Shabbat,

that Israel rest on it

as they hallow Y0ur Name.

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

Wh0 sanctifies Shabbat.

Go to page 108 and continue with the Healing Prayer
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zFa ῭  o¥bn̈ OUR ANCESTORS’ SHIELD

Magen Avot gets its name from the end of the first of the Amidah blessings: “Magen (Shield of) Avraham”
(Gen. 15:1). This song distills the essence of each of the seven Shabbat Amidah blessings into one phrase each,
while doubling the essence of the middle blessing (#4), the one for the Holiness of Shabbat. (Perhaps there are
two “4”s because of the double portion on Shabbat?) The Shabbat blessing caps each half of the recapitulation,

i.e. it ends numbers 1-2-3 (The Merit of our Ancestors, G0d’s Powers, and G0d’s Holiness)
and numbers 5-6-7 (that G0d Accept our Service, that we Thank G0d, and that there be Peace),

further emphasizing the importance of Shabbat.

 ,Fxä §c ¦A zFa ῭  o¥bn̈
 ,Fxn̈ £̀ ©n §A mi ¦z ¥n d¥I ©g §n

 l ¥̀ d̈),"hagc:(K¤l«¤O ©d 
 ,EdF «nM̈ oi ¥̀ ¤W WFcT̈ ©d

 FO©r §l ©gi«¦p ¥O ©d
 ,FW §c ’w z ©A ©W mFi §A

 .m ¤dl̈ ©gi«¦pd̈ §l dv̈ẍ mä i ¦M
 cFa£r©p eip̈ẗ §l

 ,c ©g«©të d ῭ §x ¦i §A
 Fn §W ¦l d ¤cFp §e

 ,ci ¦nŸ mFi l ’k §A
 .zFkẍ §A ©d oi¥r ¥n
 ,zF`c̈Fd ©d l ¥̀
 ,mFlẌ ©d oFc £̀

 zÄ ©X ©d W ¥C ©w §n
 ,i ¦ri ¦a §W K ¥xä §nE
 dẌ ªc §w ¦A ©gi«¦p ¥nE

 ,b¤p «Ÿr i¥p §X ªc §n m©r §l
.zi ¦W` ¥x §a d ¥U£r ©n §l x ¤k«¥f

1

2

3

4a

5

6

7

4b

Y0ur speech shielded our ancestors.

Y0ur word enlivens the dead.

G0d [on Shabbat Shuvah: M0narch]

Holy incomparable,

Wh0 ordains rest for Y0ur people

on Y0ur holy Shabbat,

for so Y0u willed that they rest.

Before Y0u we worship, 

in awe and fear,

acknowledging Y0ur Name 

daily, eternally

fount of blessings.  

G0d of thanks,

Peacemaker Supreme,

Wh0 sanctifies Shabbat,

Blessing the seventh day,

and giving rest, in holiness,

to Y0ur people drenched in pleasure: 

a memorial to creation.

Go to page 108 and continue with the Healing Prayer
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Eg §n §U ¦i THEY WILL REJOICE

This is from the Shabbat morning k’dushat hayom / sanctification of the day for Shabbat. 
We often follow the Sepharadic custom and sing it at night.

L §zEk §l ©n §a Eg §n §U ¦i
zÄ ©W i ¥x §nFW
  b¤p «Ÿr i ¥̀ §xFw §e(zÄ ©W)

They will rejoice in Y0ur S0vereignty

those who keep the Sabbath

and call it a delight.

i ¥W §C ©w §n m©r
(i ¥W §C ©w §n)  i ¦ri ¦a §W (zÄ ©W)

Er §A §U ¦i mN̈ ªM
  .L«¤aEH ¦n Eb §P©r §z ¦i §e(zÄ ©W)

The people who sanctify the seventh day --

all will be satisfied

and delighted with Y0ur goodness.

Eg §n §U ¦iL §zEk §l ©n §a 
zÄ ©W i ¥x §nFW
  b¤p «Ÿr i ¥̀ §xFw §e(zÄ ©W)

FA z̈i «¦vẍ i ¦ri ¦a §W ©d §e
(FA z̈i «¦vẍ)  FY §W ©C ¦w §e   (zÄ ©W)

.z̈` «ẍẅ FzF` mi ¦nï z ©C §n ¤g
(zÄ ©W)

Y0u willed the seventh day

and sanctified it.

“Most precious of days” Y0u called it.

Eg §n §U ¦iL §zEk §l ©n §a 
zÄ ©W i ¥x §nFW
  b¤p «Ÿr i ¥̀ §xFw §e(zÄ ©W)

zi ¦W` ¥x §a d ¥U£r ©n §l x ¤k«¥f
(zÄ ©W)

)(zi ¦W` ¥x §a d ¥U£r ©n §l x ¤k«¥f
(zÄ ©W)              

A commemoration of the work of creation.

Eg §n §U ¦iL §zEk §l ©n §a 
zÄ ©W i ¥x §nFW
  b¤p «Ÿr i ¥̀ §xFw §e(zÄ ©W)

Go to page 108 and continue with the Healing Prayer
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Prayers for Special Occasions

K ©x ¥A ¤W i ¦n
FOR THOSE TRAVELING/MOVING TO ISRAEL

 K ©x ¥A ¤W i ¦n
 Ep «¥zFO ¦̀ §e Epi «¥zFa£̀

aŸw£r©i §e wg̈ §v ¦i md̈ẍ §a ©̀
d ῭ ¥l §e l ¥gẍ dẅ §a ¦x dẍÜ

_______z ¤̀  K ¥xä §i `Ed
(z Ÿ̀G ©d dg̈R̈ §W ¦n ©d)

mi ¦r §qFP ©d/z©r«©qFP ©d/©r«¥qFP ©d

mi ¦lFrd̈/dl̈Frd̈/d¤lFrd̈

:l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i u ¤x«¤̀ §l
`Ed KExÄ WFcT̈ ©d

m ¤di ¥l£r/eil̈r̈/d̈i«¤lr̈ xFn §W ¦i
mc̈©r §A/Fc©r §A/Dc̈©r §A o¥b©i §e

:dẄFc §T ©d Ep«¥v §x ©̀  l©r §e
E` §v¥i ¤W/` ¥v¥i ¤W/` ¥v ¥Y ¤W

mFlẄ §l

May the 0ne Wh0 blessed 

our ancestors

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,

Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah,

bless_________________________

(this family)

who is/are traveling

                 OR

who is/are moving up

to the Land of Israel.

May the Holy 0ne

watch over her/him/them

and protect her/him/them

along with the Holy Land.

May she/he/they go

in peace

(omit if making aliyah:)

E`F «aï ¤W/`Faï ¤W/`FaŸ ¤W)
(mFlẄ §A

(and return

safely.)

u ¤x«©̀ ©A mFlẄ i ¦d §i©e
d̈i«¤a §WFi l ’k §lE
:o ¥n ῭  x ©n Ÿ̀p §e

And may there be peace for the

land and its inhabitants.

And let us say: Amen.
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l ¥nFB ©d z ©M §x ¦A BLESSING G0D’S FAVOR

This blessing is recited by anyone who has recovered from a serious illness, returned safely from a long
journey, or survived a life-threatening event (including childbirth).

Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀  dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
ml̈Frd̈ K¤l«¤n

 zFaFh mi ¦aÏ ©g §l l ¥nFB ©d
:aFhÎl ’M i ¦p ©ln̈ §B ¤W

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay our G0d,

Ruler of Space and Time,

Wh0 bestows favors upon we who are

indebted to Y0u, and has been kind to me.

The congregation responds:

For a male

aFhÎl ’M L §ln̈ §B ¤W i ¦n
:dl̈«¤q aFhÎl ’M L §l ’n §b ¦i `Ed

May the 0ne Wh0 has bestowed goodness

upon you bestow every goodness upon you.

For a female

aFhÎl ’M K ¥ln̈ §B ¤W i ¦n
:dl̈«¤q aFhÎl ’M K ¥l §n §b ¦i `Ed

May the 0ne Wh0 has bestowed goodness 

upon you bestow every goodness upon you.

For two or more people

aFhÎl ’M m ¤k §ln̈ §B ¤W i ¦n
`Ed m ¤k §l ’n §b ¦i l ’MÎaFh :dl̈«¤q

May the 0ne Wh0 has bestowed goodness

upon you bestow every goodness upon you.

Continue with the Healing Prayer,
Except on Simchat Torah, go to page 109, Kaddish Shalem

(on Simchat Torah, the Healing Prayer is in the Torah Service)
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Choose one of the following healing prayers

  d ῭ Et §xd̈ zFM §x ¦A
PRAYER FOR HEALING #1

:V«̈k ẗb t¬̈p §r t²̈b k ¾¥t G0d, please heal her.            Numbers 12:13

 d ῭ Et §xd̈ zFM §x ¦A
PRAYER FOR HEALING #2

May the 0ne Wh0 was a S0urce of blessing for our ancestors bring the blessing of healing upon those whose
names we have mentioned and those whom we name in our hearts – a healing of the body and a healing of the
spirit. May those in whose care they are entrusted be gifted with wisdom and skill in their care. May family
and friends who surround them be gifted with love and openness, strength and trust in their care.

.mi ¦lFg ` ¥tFx ,dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay, S0urce of Healing.

   d ῭ Et §xd̈ zFM §x ¦A
PRAYER FOR HEALING #3

by Debbie Friedman and Drora Setel

Epi «¥zFa£̀  K ©x ¥A ¤W i ¦n
Epi «¥zFO ¦̀ §l dk̈ ©x §A ©d xŸew §n

May the source of strength
Wh0 blessed the ones before us
Help us find the courage
To make our lives a blessing
And let us say, Amen.

u Epi «¥zFO ¦̀  K ©x ¥A ¤W i ¦n
Epi «¥zFa£̀ §l dk̈ ©x §A ©d xŸew §n

Bless those in need of healing
With r’fu’ah shlemah (full healing)
The renewal of body
The renewal of spirit
And let us say, Amen.

* m’kor hab’rachah is a phrase from the second paragraph of L’chah Dodi page 26.
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m¥lẄ Wi ¦C ©w   “FULL” KADDISH

This Kaddish ends the Amidah

There are times 
when human language is inadequate, when emotions choke the mind, 

when the magnitude of events cannot properly be conveyed 
by the same syllables we use to navigate everyday life.

Carolyn Porco, Contemporary American

 W ©C ©w §z ¦i §e l ©C©B §z ¦i
(o ¥n ῭ ) `Ä ©x D ¥n §W

 ,D ¥zEr §x ¦k `ẍ §a i ¦C `n̈ §lr̈ §A
 D ¥zEk §l ©n Ki ¦l §n©i §e

 oFki ¥nFi §aE oFki¥I ©g §A
 l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i zi ¥A l ’k §c i¥I ©g §aE

 ai ¦xẅ o ©n§f ¦aE `l̈b̈£r ©A
:o ¥n ῭  Ex §n ¦̀ §e

Magnified and consecrated 

be The Great Name, (Congregation: Amen)

in the world created as The Name willed. 

May the Name be S0vereign 

in your own day, your own lives, 

and the life of all Israel, 

speedily, and soon. 

And let us say: Amen.

Congregation and Reader:

 K ©x ’a §n `Ä ©x D ¥n §W ` ¥d §i
:`Ï ©n §lr̈ i ¥n §lr̈ §lE m ©lr̈ §l

Let The Great Name be blessed 

throughout all time and space.

 ,g ©A ©Y §W ¦i §e K ©xÄ §z ¦i
x ©̀ R̈ §z ¦i §e ` ¥V©p §z ¦i §e m ©nFx §z ¦i §e

lN̈ ©d §z ¦i §e d¤N©r §z ¦i §e xC̈ ©d §z ¦i §e
`Ẅ §c ªw §C D ¥n §W

Blessed, lauded, 

beautified, exalted, uplifted,

glorified, raised high, and praised

be the Name of the H0ly,

Congregation responds

`Ed Ki ¦x §A may it be a blessing,
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On regular Shabbatot:

l ’M o ¦n `N̈«¥r §l though it be above

On Shabbat Shuvah, (between Rosh haShanah and Yom Kippur):

l ’M ¦n `N̈«¥r §lE `N̈«¥r §l though it be far above

 ,`z̈ẍi ¦W §e `z̈k̈ §x ¦A
 ,`z̈n̈¡g¤p §e `z̈g̈ §A §W ªY

 ,`n̈ §lr̈ §A oẍi ¦n £̀ ©C
:o ¥n ῭  Ex §n ¦̀ §e

all blessings, songs, 

praises, and consolations 

that can be uttered in this world. 

And let us say: Amen.

 oFd §zFl §v l ¥A ©w §z ¦Y
 oFd §zEräE

 l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i zi ¥A l ’k §c
 oFd ¤O ¦̀  oFdEa£̀  mc̈¢w

:o ¥n ῭  Ex §n ¦̀ §e `Ï ©n §W ¦a i ¦C

May the prayer 

and petition 

of the whole house of Israel be accepted 

by their Father, their Mother, 

in heaven, and let us say, Amen.

 `Ä ©x `n̈l̈ §W ` ¥d §i
 `Ï ©n §W o ¦n

 Epi«¥lr̈ mi¦I ©g §e
 ,l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i l ’M l©r §e

:o ¥n ῭  Ex §n ¦̀ §e

May there be abundant peace 

from Heaven, 

and life for us 

and for all Israel, 

and let us say: Amen.

 ein̈Fx §n ¦A mFlẄ d ¤UŸr
mFlẌ d ¤U£r©i `Ed

 ,l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i l ’M l©r §e Epi«¥lr̈
:o ¥n ῭  Ex §n ¦̀ §e

May the 0ne Wh0 makes peace

in the heavens,

make peace descend on us

and on all Israel, and let us say: Amen.

___________________________________________________________________________________

The D’var Torah is given here
Except on Simchat Torah, when the Torah Service begins here

___________________________________________________________________________________

After the D’var Torah, go to page 112 for the Aleynu
Except between Passover and Shavu’ot, go to page 111 for the Counting of the Omer
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Between Passover and Shavu’ot we add: 

x ¤nFrd̈ z ©xi ¦t §q
COUNTING* (THE DAYS OF) THE OMER.

Commandment to count our days

Æo¤f̈k o³¤T §r ©p §xU
, º̈C ©X ©v ,´©r¢j«’N ¦n

r ¤n«gÎ, ¤t o º¤f£th́ ¦c£v ÆoIH ¦n
,«¬nh ¦n §T ,I ,C̈ ©J g ©c¬¤J

oI·h oh ¦́X ¦n£j U r §P §x ¦T

“Count for yourselves

from the morning after the holy day

from the day you bring the “omer”...

seven complete Sabbaths (weeks)...

Count fifty days...”           Leviticus 23:15-16

Blessing for counting the Omer

dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
 ,ml̈Frd̈ K¤l«¤n Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀

 ,eiz̈F §v ¦n §A Ep«Ẅ §C ¦w x ¤W£̀
x ¤nF «rd̈ z ©xi ¦t §q l©r Ep«Ë ¦v §e

Blessed Y0u Ad0nay

our G0d, Ruler of the universe,

by Wh0se mitzvot we are hallowed,

Wh0 commands us to count the “Omer.”

Formula for counting

“Today is the __ day, which is __ weeks and __ days to the Omer”

Hayom __ yom shehem __ Shavu’ot v’__ yamim la’omer

Continue together

:v«̈n §f ’j ć ©c§k t À¦cb̈ §Œu g·©sIv i¬¥F Ubh ¥n †̈h ,Ib́ §n¦k 
“Show us how to make each day count; that is the heart of wisdom.”  Psalm 90:12

*Since counting the Omer is a mitzvot/commandment, the practice is to say the blessing and then do the counting only in the evening,
after nightfall.  The traditional custom is that if you forget to count one evening, then you have effectively failed to perform the
mitzvah to count the entire 49 days. The rabbis determined  that if you forget to count in the evening, you can perform the counting
the next day, but since it is no longer the fulfillment of the mitzvot, you don’t say a blessing first.
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Traditional ALEYNU  Part One:

Epi«¥lr̈   ADORATION
Alternative Aleynu begins on page 115

Those who are able, please rise.
The Shaliach Tzibbur (prayer leader) faces the Ark.

We bow at Ep §g«©p £̀ ©e and rise up again at  K ¤l«¤n i¥p §t ¦l.

 ,lŸM ©d oFc £̀ ©l ©g«¥A ©W §l Epi«¥lr̈
 dN̈ ªc §B z ¥zl̈

 ,zi ¦W` ¥x §A x ¥vFi §l
 Ep«Ür̈ Ÿ̀N ¤W

 ,zFvẍ £̀ d̈ i¥iFb §M
 Ep «n̈Ü Ÿ̀l §e

 ,dn̈c̈ £̀ d̈ zFg §R §W ¦n §M
 ,m ¤dM̈ Ep «¥w §l ¤g mÜ Ÿ̀l ¤W

 mp̈Fn£d l ’k §M Ep«¥lẍŸb §e

It is our destiny to laud the All-Supreme, 

to recognize the 

Creat0r’s greatness, 

Wh0 did not make us as 

other nations, 

nor assign us

as other families of the earth, 

Wh0 did not assign our lot as theirs, 

nor our fate as that of their multitudes.

 mi ¦r §xFM Ep §g«©p £̀ ©e
 ,mi ¦cFnE mi ¦e£g ©Y §W ¦nE

 ,K ¤l«¤n i¥p §t ¦l
 ,mi ¦kl̈ §O ©d i ¥k §l ©n

.`Ed KExÄ WFcT̈ ©d

For we bow,

prostrate ourselves, and thank

the “S0vereign

of the sovereign of sovereigns”

the Holy 0ne of blessing,

 `Ed ¤W»o¦h ©nJ̈ v´¤yIb
.̧ ¤rẗ s´¥x«h §u 

 Fxẅ §i a ©WFnE
 ,l©r«©O ¦n m ¦i «©nẌ ©A

 FG ªr z©pi ¦k §WE
,mi ¦nFx §n i ¥d §a’b §A

.cFr oi ¥̀  Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀  `Ed

Wh0 “unfurled heaven and 

coalesced earth,”                     Isaiah 51:13

Wh0se glory permeates 

heaven’s expanse

with powerful presence 

to its utter heights.

That 0ne is our G0d! None other!
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,Fzl̈Ef q ¤t«¤̀  Ep«¥M §l ©n z ¤n¡̀
 :FzẍFz §A aEzM̈ ©M

 oIÀH ©v ́T̈ §g ©s«̈h §u
 W̧ ¤̧cc̈§kÎk ¤t »̈,«c«¥J£v«©u

 oh º¦v«k¡t«̈v tUv́ ÆvÏv§h h³¦F
 k ©g º©N ¦n o¦h́ ©nẌ ©C

 , ©j·̈T ¦n . ¤r̈tv̈Îk ©g §u
:sI «g ih¥t

Our true M0narch -- incomparable!

As it is written in Y0ur Torah: 

“Know today, 

bring it to your awareness,

that Ad0nay is G0d

out to the ends of Space and Time,

and here on earth! 

None other!”                       Deuteronomy 4:39

Alternatives to the 2nd half of the Aleynu begin on page 116.

The traditional version continues here. We remain standing.

Traditional ALEYNU  Part Two: 

L §l d¤E ©w §p o ¥M l©r   SO WE AWAIT Y0U
See Commentary on page 138

o ¥M l ©r L §l d¤E ©w §p 
 ,Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀  dedi
 dẍ ¥d §n zF` §x ¦l

 ,L«¤G ªr z ¤x«¤̀ §t ¦z §A
 u ¤x «῭ d̈ o ¦n mi ¦lEN ¦b xi ¦a£r ©d §l
  oEz ¥xM̈ ¦i zFxM̈ mi ¦li ¦l ¡̀ d̈ §e

 ml̈Fr o ¥T ©z §l
,i ©C ©W zEk §l ©n §A
 xÜä i¥p §A l ’k §e
 L«¤n §W ¦a E` §x §w ¦i
 Li«¤l ¥̀  zFp §t ©d §l

 .u ¤x «῭  i¥r §W ¦x l ’M
 Er §c¥i §e Exi «¦M©i

 ,l ¥a ¥z i ¥a §WFi l ’M
 ,K ¤x«¤A l ’M r ©x §k ¦Y L §l i ¦M

:oFWl̈ l ’M r ©aẌ ¦Y

So we await Y0u,

Ad0nay our G0d,

soon to see 

Y0ur beautiful strength

as Y0u evolve the world beyond idolatry,

when godlings are utterly eradicated,

repairing the world 

with Y0ur direct rule.

Then all flesh-born 

will call out Y0ur Name

and turn all the world’s 

wicked ones to Y0u.

All the world’s inhabitants 

will know

that [only] to Y0u should each knee bend,

each tongue vow.
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 Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀  dedi Li«¤pẗ §l
 ElŸ «R ¦i §e Er §x §k ¦i

 Ep «¥Y ¦i xẅ §i L §n ¦W cFa §k ¦l §e
 mN̈ ªk El §A ©wi ¦e

 L«¤zEk §l ©n lFr z ¤̀
 m ¤di ¥l£r KŸl §n ¦z §e

 c¤rë ml̈Fr §l dẍ ¥d §n
 ,`i ¦d L §l ¤W zEk §l ©O ©d i ¦M

 c©r i ¥n §lF «r §lE
:cFak̈ §A KFl §n ¦Y

 ,L«¤zẍFz §A aEzM̈ ©M
:s«¤gü o¬̈k«g§k Q«k §n¦h v¬̈Iv§h

,x ©n¡̀ ¤p §e v²̈u«v§h v̄ḧv̈ §u 
 . ¤r·̈tv̈Îk’FÎk ©g Q¤k¤n§k

 tU Àv ©v oÍH ©C
 s̈j ¤t v²̈u«v§h v̄¤h §v«¦h

:s«̈j ¤t I¬n §JU

Before Y0u, Ad0nay our G0d,

they will bow, they will fall prostrate,

to credit Y0ur Name’s glory.

All will accept 

Y0ur sovereign yoke, *

and Y0u will reign over them

soon, for ever.

For legitimate authority is Y0urs,

and Y0u will reign, 

gloriously, for ever.

As it is written in Y0ur Torah:

“Ad0nay will reign for ever!”  Exod 15:18 **

And it is said: “Ad0nay will be 

Universal M0narch.

On that day 

Ad0nay will be 0ne; and 

G0d’s Name will be 0ne.”        Zechariah 14:9

If you are standing, please be seated.

Go to page 120 and continue with Kaddish.

* See commentary on accepting the yoke as an aspect of the Sh’ma on page 138.

** This quote from Exodus is the final triumphant shout of the Israelites singing about the crossing of the Reed Sea.
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Alternative ALEYNU Part One: “THE ADORATION”

by Julius Chajes, 19th c. American

Those who are able, please rise.
The Shaliach Tzibbur (prayer leader) faces the Ark.

Let us adore Let us adore

the ever-living G0d the ever-living G0d,

and render praise and render praise

unto the 0ne unto the 0ne

Wh0 spread out the heavens, Wh0 spread out the heavens,

and established the earth, and established the earth,

Wh0se glory Wh0se glory

is revealed in the heavens above in the heavens above

Wh0se greatness Wh0se greatness

is manifest throughout the world

Our G0d is 0ne! There is none else.

(Webow at Ep §g«©p £̀ ©e and rise up again at K¤l«¤n i¥p §t ¦l.)

 mi ¦r §xFM Ep §g«©p £̀ ©e
 ,mi ¦cFnE mi ¦e£g ©Y §W ¦nE

 ,K ¤l«¤n i¥p §t ¦l
 ,mi ¦kl̈ §O ©d i ¥k §l ©n

.`Ed KExÄ WFcT̈ ©d

`Ed ¤W »o¦h ©nJ̈ v´¤yIb
.̧ ¤rẗ s´¥x«h §u 

 Fxẅ §i a ©WFnE
 ,l©r«©O ¦n m ¦i «©nẌ ©A

 FG ªr z©pi ¦k §WE
,mi ¦nFx §n i ¥d §a’b §A

.cFr oi ¥̀  Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀  `Ed
,Fzl̈Ef q ¤t«¤̀  Ep«¥M §l ©n z ¤n¡̀

:FzẍFz §A aEzM̈ ©M

For we bow,

prostrate ourselves, and thank

the “S0vereign

of the sovereign of sovereigns”

the H0ly 0ne of blessing,

Wh0 “unfurled heaven and 

coalesced earth,”                         Isaiah 51:13

Wh0se glory permeates 

heaven’s expanse

with powerful presence 

to its utter heights.

That 0ne is our G0d! None other!

Our true M0narch incomparable!

As it is written in Y0ur Torah:
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 oIÀH ©v ́T̈ §g ©s«̈h §u
 W̧ ¤̧cc̈§kÎk ¤t »̈,«c«¥J£v«©u

 oh º¦v«k¡t«̈v tUv́ ÆvÏv§h h³¦F
 k ©g º©N ¦n o¦h́ ©nẌ ©C

. ¤r̈tv̈Îk ©g §u , ©j·̈T ¦n :sI «g ih¥t

“Know today, 

bring it to your awareness,

that Ad0nay is G0d

out to the ends of Space and Time,

and here on earth! None other!”     Deut. 4:39

If you are standing, please be seated.

 

ALEYNU Part Two   o ¥M l©r   Alternative #1
from Gates of Prayer, Reform (adapted from the Union Prayer Book)

May the time not be distant, G0d, when Y0ur name will be worshipped in all the earth,
when unbelief will disappear and error be no more.

Fervently we pray that the day may come when all will turn to Y0u in love,
when corruption and evil will give way to integrity and goodness,

when superstition will no longer enslave the mind, nor idolatry blind the eye,
when all who dwell on earth will know that Y0u alone are G0d.  

May all, created in Y0ur image, become one in spirit and one in friendship, forever united in Y0ur service.
Then will Y0ur governance be established on earth and the word of Y0ur prophet fulfilled:

“Ad0nay reigns forever and ever.”

x ©n¡̀ ¤p §e, v²̈u«v§h v̄ḧv̈ §u 
 . ¤r·̈tv̈Îk’FÎk ©g Q¤k¤n§k

 tU Àv ©v oÍH ©C
 s̈j ¤t v²̈u«v§h v̄¤h §v«¦h

:s«̈j ¤t I¬n §JU

And it is said: “Ad0nay will be 

Universal M0narch.

On that day 

Ad0nay will be 0ne; and 

G0d’s Name will be 0ne.”        Zechariah 14:9

Go to page 120 and continue with Kaddish.
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If you are standing, please be seated.

 

ALEYNU Part Two   o ¥M l©r   Alternative #2
by Judy Chicago, contemporary American

And then all that had divided us will merge
And then compassion will be wedded to power
And then softness will come to a world that is harsh and unkind
And then both men and women will be gentle
And then both women and men will be strong
And then no person will be subject to another’s will
And then all will be rich and free and varied
And then the greed of some will give way to the needs of many
And then all will share equally in the Earth’s abundance
And then all will care for the sick and the weak and the old
And then all will nourish the young
And then all will cherish life’s creatures
And then all will live in harmony with each other and with the Earth
And then everywhere will be called Eden once again.

x ©n¡̀ ¤p §e, v²̈u«v§h v̄ḧv̈ §u 
 . ¤r·̈tv̈Îk’FÎk ©g Q¤k¤n§k

 tU Àv ©v oÍH ©C
 s̈j ¤t v²̈u«v§h v̄¤h §v«¦h

:s«̈j ¤t I¬n §JU

And it is said: “Ad0nay will be 

Universal M0narch.

On that day 

Ad0nay will be 0ne; and 

G0d’s Name will be 0ne.”        Zechariah 14:9

Go to page 120 and continue with Kaddish.
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If you are standing, please be seated.

 

ALEYNU Part Two   o ¥M l©r  Alternative #3

by Rabbi Rami M. Shapiro, Contemporary American

It is up to us
to hallow Creation
to respond to Life
with the fullness of our lives.
It is up to us
to meet the World,
to embrace the Wh0le
even as we wrestle
with its parts.
It is up to us
to repair the World
and to bind our lives to Truth.

Therefore we bend the knee
and shake off the stiffness that keeps us
from the subtle
graces of Life
and the supple
gestures of Love.
With reverence
and thanksgiving
we accept our destiny and set for ourselves
the task of redemption.

x ©n¡̀ ¤p §e, v²̈u«v§h v̄ḧv̈ §u 
 . ¤r·̈tv̈Îk’FÎk ©g Q¤k¤n§k

 tU Àv ©v oÍH ©C
 s̈j ¤t v²̈u«v§h v̄¤h §v«¦h

:s«̈j ¤t I¬n §JU

And it is said: “Ad0nay will be 

Universal M0narch.

On that day 

Ad0nay will be 0ne; and 

G0d’s Name will be 0ne.”        Zechariah 14:9

Go to page 120 and continue with Kaddish.
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If you are standing, please be seated.

 

ALEYNU Part Two   o ¥M l©r   Alternative #4

by Charles Reznikoff, contemporary American

Upon Israel and upon the rabbis and upon the disciples and upon all the disciples of their disciples,
and upon all who study the Torah in this place and in every place, to them and to you — peace;

Upon Israel and upon all who meet with unfriendly glances, sticks and stones and names —
on posters, in newspapers, or in books to last, chalked on asphalt or in acid on glass,
shouted from a thousand thousand windows by radio; who are pushed out of classrooms and rushing trains,
whom the hundred hands of a mob strike, and whom jailers strike with bunches of keys, with revolver butts;
to them and to you in this place and in every place — safety;

Upon Israel and upon all who live as the sparrows of the streets under the cornices of the houses of others,
and as rabbits in the fields of strangers on the grace of the seasons and what the gleaners leave in the corners;
you children of the wind — birds that feed on the tree of knowledge — in this place and in every place,
to them and to you — a living;

Upon Israel and upon their children and upon all the children of their children in this place and in every place,
to them and to you — life.
  

x ©n¡̀ ¤p §e, v²̈u«v§h v̄ḧv̈ §u 
 . ¤r·̈tv̈Îk’FÎk ©g Q¤k¤n§k

 tU Àv ©v oÍH ©C
 s̈j ¤t v²̈u«v§h v̄¤h §v«¦h

:s«̈j ¤t I¬n §JU

And it is said: “Ad0nay will be 

Universal M0narch.

On that day 

Ad0nay will be 0ne; and 

G0d’s Name will be 0ne.”        Zechariah 14:9

  

Go to page 120 and continue with Kaddish.

WE REMEMBER THEM
A Meditation Before The Kaddish

by Sylvan Kamens and Jack Riemer, Contemporary American

At the rising of the sun and at its going down we remember them.
At the blowing of the wind and in the chill of winter we remember them.
At the opening of the buds and in the rebirth of spring we remember them.
At the blueness of the skies and in the warmth of summer we remember them.
At the rustling of the leaves and in the beauty of autumn we remember them.
At the beginning of the year and when it ends we remember them.
As long as we live, they too will live; for they are now a part of us, as we remember them.

When we are weary and in need of strength we remember them.
When we are lost and sick at heart we remember them.
When we have joy we crave to share we remember them.
When we have decisions that are difficult to make we remember them.
When we have achievements that are based on theirs we remember them.
As long as we live, they too will live; for they are now a part of us, as we remember them.
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Mourners, those observing the anniversary of a death, and all those who wish to, please rise.

Please hold the book open, as the prayer continues on the next page.

mFzï Wi ¦C ©w   MOURNER’S KADDISH
(Literally “Orphan’s” Kaddish)

 W ©C ©w §z ¦i §e l ©C©B §z ¦i
(o ¥n ῭ ) `Ä ©x D ¥n §W

 ,D ¥zEr §x ¦k `ẍ §a i ¦C `n̈ §lr̈ §A
 D ¥zEk §l ©n Ki ¦l §n©i §e

 oFki ¥nFi §aE oFki¥I ©g §A
 l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i zi ¥A l ’k §c i¥I ©g §aE

 ai ¦xẅ o ©n§f ¦aE `l̈b̈£r ©A
 :o ¥n ῭  Ex §n ¦̀ §e

Magnified and consecrated

be The Great Name, (Congregation: amen)

in the world created as The Name willed.

May the Name be S0vereign

in your own day, your own lives,

and the life of all Israel,

speedily, and soon.

And let us say: Amen.

Congregation and mourners:     

 K ©x ’a §n `Ä ©x D ¥n §W ` ¥d §i
`Ï ©n §lr̈ i ¥n §lr̈ §lE m ©lr̈ §l

Let The Great Name be blessed

throughout all time and space.

x ©̀ R̈ §z ¦i §e ,g ©A ©Y §W ¦i §e K ©xÄ §z ¦i
 ` ¥V©p §z ¦i §e m ©nFx §z ¦i §e

lN̈ ©d §z ¦i §e d¤N©r §z ¦i §e xC̈ ©d §z ¦i §e
`Ẅ §c ªw §C D ¥n §W

Blessed, lauded, beautified,

exalted, uplifted,

glorified, raised high, and praised

be the H0ly Name,

Congregation responds:

`Ed Ki ¦x §A may it be a blessing,

On regular Shabbatot:

l ’M o ¦n `N̈«¥r §l though it be above

On Shabbat Shuvah, (between Rosh haShanah and Yom Kippur):

l ’M ¦n `N̈«¥r §lE `N̈«¥r §l though it be far above
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 ,`z̈ẍi ¦W §e `z̈k̈ §x ¦A
 ,`z̈n̈¡g¤p §e `z̈g̈ §A §W ªY

 ,`n̈ §lr̈ §A oẍi ¦n £̀ ©C
:o ¥n ῭  Ex §n ¦̀ §e

any blessing, song, 

praise or consolation 

that can be uttered in this world. 

And let us say: Amen.

 `Ä ©x `n̈l̈ §W ` ¥d §i
 `Ï ©n §W o ¦n

 Epi«¥lr̈ mi¦I ©g §e
 ,l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i l ’M l©r §e

:o ¥n ῭  Ex §n ¦̀ §e

May there be abundant peace 

from Heaven, 

and life for us 

and for all Israel, 

and let us say: Amen.

 ein̈Fx §n ¦A mFlẄ d ¤UŸr
mFlẌ d ¤U£r©i `Ed

 ,l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i l ’M l©r §e Epi«¥lr̈
:o ¥n ῭  Ex §n ¦̀ §e

May the 0ne Wh0 makes peace

in the heavens,

make peace descend on us

and on all Israel, and let us say: Amen.

 
Were the skies all made of parchment, and every blade of grass a pen;
Were all the seas full of ink, and every inhabitant of earth a writer —

There still would not be sufficient words ...

From the Akdamut (chanted on Shavu’ot), by Rabbi Me’ir ben Yitzhak Nehorai, 1096 CE, Worms, Germany.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND
SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS
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 dg̈R̈ §W ¦O ©d zFk §x ¦A    PARENTS BLESS THEIR CHILDREN

This can be done at home on Shabbat and Festival evenings
after candlelighting or kiddush.

For Our Sons

 oh º¦v«k¡t Ẃ §n «¦G§h
v·¤X©b §n ¦f §u o¦h©r §p ¤t §F

May G0d make you

Like Efrayim and Menasheh.  Genesis 48:10

W «¤r §n §J¦h §u v̈Iv§h ¬W §f ¤r«̈c§h
Wh¤k ¥t uh²̈bP̈ | v̄Ïv§h r ¥̧tḧ

:L̈«¤B ªjh«¦u
Wh º¤k ¥t Æuhb̈P̈ | v³̈Iv§h t ¸̈¬ ¦h

oI«kJ̈ W§k o¬¥Gḧ §u

May G0d bless you and keep you.

May G0d’s face shine graciously

upon you.

May G0d pay attention to you

and give you peace.            Numbers 6:24-26

For Our Daughters

 mi ¦dŸl ¡̀  K ¥n ¦U §i
 ,dẅ §a ¦x dẍÜ §M

.d ῭ ¥l §e ,l ¥gẍ

May G0d make you

Like Sarah, Rebecca,

Rachel and Leah.

/Q «¥r §n §J¦h §u ̈h§h Q«¥f èrc̈§h
uhb̈P̈ ḧ§h r ¥tḧ

/Q¥B ªjh ¦u Q¦h«©k ¥t
 Q¦h«©k ¥t uhb̈P̈ ḧ§h t¬̈ ¦h

/oIkJ̈ Q̈k o«¥Gḧ §u

May G0d bless you and keep you.

May G0d’s face

shine graciously upon you.

May G0d pay attention to you

and give you peace.

                       adapted from Numbers 6:24-26

Blessing For Our Entire Congregation

 ,on̈£g ©xd̈
 Ep «z̈F` K ¥xä §i `Ed

 .c ©g«©i Ep«N̈ ªM
.mFlẄ z ©M §x ¦a §A

May the Merciful 0ne

bless all of us

together,

with the blessing of peace.
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Ep«ï¡g ¤d ¤W SHEHECHEYANU

Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀  æ dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
 ,ml̈Frd̈ K¤l«¤n

Ep «n̈ §I ¦w §e Ep«ï¡g ¤d ¤W
.d¤G ©d o ©n§G ©l Ep«r̈i ¦B ¦d §e

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay Our G0d,

Ruler of Space and Time, 

Wh0 gave us life, kept us alive,

and brought us to this time.

ml̈Fr oFc £̀ THE UNIVERSE’S 0WNER

 ,K ©ln̈ x ¤W£̀  ml̈Fr oFc £̀
 .`ẍ §a ¦p xi ¦v §i l ’M m ¤x«¤h §A

 ,lŸM Fv §t ¤g §a dÜ£r©p z¥r §l
.`ẍ §w ¦p Fn §W K¤l«¤n i©f £̀

The Universe’s 0wner, who reigned

before the formation of any living thing.

Once all was made, as G0d ordained,

G0d was invoked as “S0vereign.”

 ,lŸM ©d zFl §k ¦M i ¥x£g ©̀ §e
 .`ẍFp KFl §n ¦i FC ©a §l

 ,d¤eŸd `Ed §e ,dïd̈ `Ed §e
.dẍ ῭ §t ¦z §A ,d¤i §d ¦i `Ed §e

When all is ended

G0d alone will reign in awesome majesty.

G0d was, is,

and will be, beauteously.

 ,i ¦p ¥W oi ¥̀ §e cg̈ ¤̀  `Ed §e
 .dẍi «¦A §g ©d §l Fl li ¦W §n ©d §l

 ,zi ¦l §k ©z i ¦l §A zi ¦W` ¥x i ¦l §A
.dẍ §U ¦O ©d §e fŸrd̈ Fl §e

G0d is 0ne, there isn’t a second

to compare or place next to G0d.

Beginningless and endless,

G0d’s is the power and dominion.

 ,i ¦l £̀ ŸB i ©g §e i ¦l ¥̀  `Ed §e
 .dẍv̈ z¥r §A i ¦l §a ¤g xEv §e

 ,i ¦l qFpn̈E i ¦Q ¦p `Ed §e
.`ẍ §w ¤̀  mFi §A i ¦qFM zp̈ §n

My G0d, my life’s redeemer,

Y0u are my refuge in distress.

My banner guiding, my refuge,

ever my cupful when I call out.

 ,i ¦gEx ci ¦w §t ©̀  Fcï §A
 .dẍi«¦r ῭ §e o ©Wi ¦̀  z¥r §A

 ,i ¦zÏ ¦e §B i ¦gEx m ¦r §e
.`ẍi ¦̀  Ÿ̀l §e i ¦l dedi

Into Y0ur “hand” I entrust my spirit,

while I sleep, as while I am awake.

And along with my spirit, my body:

G0d is with me; I will not fear.
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dë §w ¦Y ©d THE HOPE
Text by Naphtali Herz Imber

Music by Samuel Cohen (probably)
based on Smetana’s The Moldau

For Yom haAtzma’ut and other Occasions in the the Life of the State of Israel

,dn̈i ¦p §R aä ¥N ©A cFr l ’M
dÏ ¦nFd i ¦cEd §i W ¤t«¤p

dn̈i «¦cẅ gẍ§f ¦n i ¥z£̀ ©t §lE
dÏ ¦tFv oFI ¦v §l o ¦i«©r

 Ÿ̀l cFrUb¥,ü §e ¦, v¬̈s §cẗ,
,m ¦i«©R §l ©̀  zFp §W z ©A dë §w ¦Y ©d
,Ep«¥v §x ©̀ §A i ¦W §t ’g mr̈ zFi §d ¦l

m ¦i«©lẄExi ¦e oFI ¦v u ¤x«¤̀.

As long as a 

Jewish heart beats, 

and as long as 

Jewish eyes look eastward,

Then we have not “lost our hope,”*  Ezekiel 37:11

our two thousand year old hope

to be a free nation in our land,

the land of Zion and Jerusalem.

* “Lost Our Hope” is a phrase from the prophet Ezekiel’s vision of a Valley of Dry Bones that come to life (Ezekiel 3:15). It is
a parable of national resurrection of the Jewish people on our land. Ezekiel was writing in Tel Aviv (“Ruin Hill of Springtime”),
Babylon, during the Exile, in the early sixth century BCE. In his vision, G0d says that though the Jews have said, “We have lost
our hope!” nonetheless, G0d will bring them back to Israel. Naphtali Imber used this as the title of his Zionist National Anthem,
to refute, as in Ezekiel, those who say our hope is lost. As in Biblical days, Israel was rebuilt. The Hope/haTikvah, was
rewarded. 

As further irony, the word Independence/Atzma’ut, derives from the word for bone (etzem), for it is bones that hold the body up
to stand, independently, on its own. Tel Aviv, considered the first Hebrew City, became the symbol of the new Israel, risen from
the sand.

Blowing The Shofar

During the month of Elul, the month preceding Rosh haShanah, we blow the Shofar.

T’kiyah                  dr̈i ¦w §Y

Sh’varim                mi ¦xä §W

T’ru’ah                    dr̈Ex §Y

T’kiyah                    dr̈i ¦w §Y
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WECi ¦w
KIDDUSH

FOR SHABBAT AND
FESTIVAL EVENINGS

On Festivals that begin on weekdays, go to page 128 Festival Kiddush.
On Festivals that begin on Shabbat, begin here, then go to page 128 Festival Kiddush.

On Shabbat, and on Shabbatot in the middle of Festivals, begin here, and continue with the Shabbat Kiddush.

 ,m ¤ki ¥l£r mFlẄ
 ,z ¥xẌ ©d i ¥k £̀ §l ©n

 ,oFi §l¤r i ¥k £̀ §l ©n
 ,mi ¦kl̈ §O ©d i ¥k §l ©n K¤l«¤O ¦n

 :`Ed KExÄ WFcT̈ ©d

Peace to you, 

ministering angels

angels of the Most High, 

of the Ruler of rulers of rulers, 

the H0ly Blessed 0NE.

 ,mFlẄ §l m ¤k £̀ FA
 ,mFlẌ ©d i ¥k £̀ §l ©n

 ,oFi §l¤r i ¥k £̀ §l ©n
,mi ¦kl̈ §O ©d i ¥k §l ©n K¤l«¤O ¦n

:`Ed KExÄ WFcT̈ ©d

Come in peace (“Welcome”),

angels of peace, 

angels of the Most High, 

of the Ruler of rulers of rulers 

the H0ly Blessed 0NE.

 ,mFlẄ §l i ¦pE «k §xÄ
 ,mFlẌ ©d i ¥k £̀ §l ©n

 ,oFi §l¤r i ¥k £̀ §l ©n
 ,mi ¦kl̈ §O ©d i ¥k §l ©n K¤l«¤O ¦n

:`Ed KExÄ WFcT̈ ©d

Bless me with peace,

angels of peace, 

angels of the Most High, 

of the Ruler of rulers of rulers, 

the H0ly Blessed 0NE.

 ,mFlẄ §l m ¤k §z`¥v
 ,mFlẌ ©d i ¥k £̀ §l ©n

 ,oFi §l¤r i ¥k £̀ §l ©n
,mi ¦kl̈ §O ©d i ¥k §l ©n K¤l«¤O ¦n

:`Ed KExÄ WFcT̈ ©d

Go in peace, 

angels of peace, 

angels of the Most High, 

of the Ruler of rulers of rulers, 

the H0ly Blessed 0NE.
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r ¤e« cÎh ¦v§h«©u c ¤r¬¤gÎh ¦v§h«©u
:h «¦X ¦X ©v oI¬h 

t. ¤r̈tv̈ §u o¦h¬©nẌ ©v U²Kªf§h ©u 
:o«̈tc̈ §mÎk’f §u

 c Æoh ¦v«k¡t k³©f§h ©u 
 h º¦gh ¦c §X ©v oÍH ©C

v·̈Gg̈ r´¤J£t I T §ft©k §n
h º¦gh ¦c §X ©v oÍH ©C Æ,«C §J¦H ©u 

:v «̈Gg̈ r¬¤J£t I T §ft©k §nÎk’F ¦n
dÆoh ¦v«k¡t Q¤r³̈c§h ©u 

 h º¦gh ¦c §X ©v oÍhÎ, ¤t 
 I ·,«t J¥S ©e§h ©u

I ºT §ft©k §nÎk’F ¦n Æ, ©cJ̈ I ³c h́ ¦F
,I «G£g«©k oh¦v«k¡t t¬̈rC̈Îr ¤J£t

And evening was, then morning, 

the sixth day.

And heaven and earth were all finished

and all their hosts

and G0d finished

on the seventh day

the work which G0d had done.

G0d ceased, on the seventh day

from all the work which G0d had done.

G0d blessed

the seventh day

and hallowed it,

for on it G0d ceased all the work

which G0d created and did. 

Leader:       :K ¥x ©a §p i ©x ¥a ©g My friends, let us bless.

Congregation:         :mi¦I ©g §l To life!
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Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀  dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
ml̈Frd̈ K¤l ¤n

:o ¤t«B̈ ©d i ¦x §R ` ¥xFA

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay our G0d,

Ruler of Space and Time,

Wh0 creates the fruit of the vine.

dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
 ,ml̈Frd̈ K¤l«¤n Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀

 eiz̈F §v ¦n §A Ep«Ẅ §C ¦w x ¤W£̀
 ,Ep «ä dv̈ «ẍ §e

 FW §c ’w z ©A ©W §e
 Ep«l̈i ¦g §p ¦d oFvẍ §aE dä£d ©̀ §A
 ,zi ¦W` ¥x §a d ¥U£r ©n §l oFxM̈¦f

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

our G0d, Ruler of the Universe,

Wh0 consecrated us with commandments,

and desired us.

Wh0se Holy Shabbat,

lovingly, willingly, Y0u endowed us,

a memorial to Creation.

 dN̈ ¦g §Y mFi `Ed i ¦M
 ,W ¤c «Ÿw i ¥̀ «ẍ §w ¦n §l

 ,m ¦i «ẍ §v ¦n z ©̀ i ¦vi ¦l x ¤k«¥f
 Ÿ §x«©gä Ep «ä i ¦M
 Ÿ §W «©C ¦w Ep «z̈F` §e
 ,mi ¦O©rd̈ l ’M ¦n
 L §W §c ’w z ©A ©W §e

 Ep «Ÿ §l ©g §p ¦d oFvẍ §aE dä£d ©̀ §A
 ,dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ

.zÄ ©X ©d W ¥C ©w §n

For it is the first

among our holy convocations —

a memorial to the Exodus from Egypt.

For Y0u chose us,

hallowed us,

from among all peoples.

Y0ur Holy Shabbat,

lovingly, willingly,Y0u endowed us:

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

Wh0 hallows the Shabbat.

On Sukkot, in the Sukkah:    dM̈ ªQ ©A mi ¦x §nŸe` zŸeM ªq §l

 Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀  dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
ml̈Frd̈ K¤l«¤n

eiz̈F §v ¦n §A Ep«Ẅ §C ¦w x ¤W£̀
:dM̈ ªQ ©A a ¥Wi ¥l Ep«Ë ¦v §e

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay our G0d,

Ruler of the Universe, Wh0 has 

sanctified us with commandments 

and commanded us to dwell in the Sukkah.

The blessing for bread is on page 131.
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Kiddush for Yom Tov (Festival) evenings

 v º¤Jn ŕ ¥C ©s§h ©u
 v·̈Iv§h h¥s£g« «nÎ, ¤t
:k«¥tr̈ §G¦h h¥b §CÎk ¤t

And Moses declared

the appointed festivals of Ad0nay

to the Israelites.            Leviticus 23:44

Leader:      :K ¥x ©a §p i ©x ¥a ©g
Congregation:        :mi¦I ©g §l

My friends, let us bless.

To life!

Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀  dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
ml̈Frd̈ K¤l«¤n

:o ¤t«B̈ ©d i ¦x §R ` ¥xFA

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay our G0d,

Ruler of Space and Time,

Wh0 creates the fruit of the vine.

(Words in parentheses are added on Shabbat.)

 dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
 ,ml̈Frd̈ K¤l«¤n Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀

 mr̈ l ’M ¦n Ep «Ä x«©gÄ x ¤W£̀
 ,oFWl̈ l ’M ¦n Ep «n̈ §nFx §e

 eiz̈Ÿe §v ¦n §A Ep«Ẅ §C ¦w §e
 Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀  dedi Ep«l̈ o ¤Y «¦Y©e

dg̈Ep §n ¦l zFzÄ ©W) dä£d ©̀ §A
 ,dg̈ §n ¦U §l mi ¦c£rFn(E

 ,oFUÜ §l mi ¦P ©n§fE mi ¦B ©g
 d¤G ©d zÄ ©X ©d) mFi z ¤̀

(mFi z ¤̀ §e

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay

our G0d, Ruler of the Universe,

Wh0 chose us above any nation

and raised us above any tongue

and sanctified us with mitzvot,

and Y0u gave us, Ad0nay our G0d,

lovingly (Sabbaths for rest,

and) festivals for happiness,

feasts and seasons of joy,

(especially this day of Shabbat) 

and this day of

 jxpkOn Pesach/Passover

 ,d¤G ©d zFS ©O ©d b ©g
Ep «¥zEx ¥g o ©n§f

the Feast of Matzot,

the Season of our Freedom

 ,ugucakOn Shavu’ot:

 ,d¤G ©d zFr ªaẌ ©d b ©g
Ep «¥zẍFY o ©Y ©n o ©n§f

the Feast of Weeks,

the Season of Giving our Torah
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 ,ufuxkOn Sukkot:

 ,d¤G ©d zFM ªQ ©d b ©g
Ep «¥zg̈ §n ¦U o ©n§f

the Feast of Booths,

the Season of our Joy

On Sh’mini Atzeret /Simchat Torah:  ,"aku m"gnak

 ,i ¦pi ¦n §X ©d
 ,d¤G ©d z ¤x«¤v£rd̈ b ©g

Ep «¥zg̈ §n ¦U o ©n§f

this Eighth Day

Concluding Feast,

Season of our Joy

 (dä£d ©̀ §A)
 ,W ¤cŸ «w `ẍ §w ¦n

 m ¦i «ẍ §v ¦n z ©̀ i ¦vi ¦l x ¤k«¥f
 Ÿ §x«©gä Ep «ä i ¦M
 Ÿ §W «©C ¦w Ep «z̈F` §e
 ,mi ¦O©rd̈ l ’M ¦n

 L«¤W §c ’w i ¥c£rFnE (zÄ ©W §e)
 (oFvẍ §aE dä£d ©̀ §A)
oFUÜ §aE dg̈ §n ¦U §A

 .Ep «Ÿ §l ©g §p ¦d
 ,dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ

 l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i( §e zÄ ©X ©d) W ¥C ©w §n
.mi ¦P ©n§G ©d §e

(lovingly)

a day to call

a memory of our Exodus from Egypt.

For Y0u chose us

and sanctified us

from all nations,

(and Shabbat) and seasons of Y0ur holiness

(lovingly, willingly)

joyously, happily

Y0u gave us as an inheritance.

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay,

Sanctifier of (Shabbat and) Israel

and the seasons.
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zÄ ©W i ¥̀ v̈Ÿen §A mi ¦l ©g ¤W mi ¦b ©g §A
On Festivals that begin on Saturday night

we add HAVDALAH to the Kiddush.

As we are moving from the sweetness of Shabbat to the sweetness of a Holy Day, we use no spices.

Light the Havdalah candle (traditionally, from a transferred pre-existing flame).

As we say the next blessing,we use the light of the Havdalah candle by reflecting it off our fingernails.
Then we demonstrate the difference between light and darkness by holding our open fingers in front of the candle.

We also use this flame to light the Festival candles after Havdalah.

 dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
 ,ml̈Frd̈ K¤l«¤n Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀

.W ¥̀ d̈ i ¥xF` §n ` ¥xFA

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay our G0d,

Ruler of Space and Time,

Wh0 creates the lights of fire.

 ,dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
 ,ml̈Frd̈ K¤l«¤n Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀

 ,lFg §l W ¤cŸ «w oi ¥A li ¦C §a ©O ©d
 ,K ¤WŸ «g §l xF` oi ¥A

 ,mi ¦O©rl̈ l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i oi ¥A
 i ¦ri ¦a §X ©d mFi oi ¥A

.d ¤U£r ©O ©d i ¥n §i z ¤W«¥W §l

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay our G0d,

Ruler of Space and Time, Wh0

differentiates between holy and common,

between light and darkness,

between Israel and the other peoples,

and between the seventh day

and the six days of creation.

 zÄ ©W z ©X ªc §w oi ¥A
 ,Ÿ §l «©C §a ¦d aFh mFi z ©X ªc §w ¦l

 i ¦ri ¦a §X ©d mFi z ¤̀ §e
d ¤U£r ©O ©d i ¥n §i z ¤W«¥X ¦n

 ,Ÿ §W «©C ¦w
 Ÿ §W «©C ¦w §e Ÿ §l «©C §a ¦d

z ¤̀ L §O©r l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i L«¤zẌ ªc §w ¦A
 ,dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ

.W ¤cŸ «w §l W ¤cŸ «w oi ¥A li ¦C §a ©O ©d

Between Sabbath’s holiness

and a festival’s holiness Y0u distinguished

and the seventh day

above the six working days

Y0u sanctified,

Y0u distinguished and sanctified

Y0ur people Israel in Y0ur holiness.

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay

Wh0 distinguishes between holy and holy.

Keep the Havdalah candle lit and turn to page 16 for Festival

candle-lighting.
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On the first night of a festival:

Ep«ï¡g ¤d ¤W SHEHECHEYANU

Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀  æ dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
 ,ml̈Frd̈ K¤l«¤n

Ep «n̈ §I ¦w §e Ep«ï¡g ¤d ¤W
.d¤G ©d o ©n§G ©l Ep«r̈i ¦B ¦d §e

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay Our G0d,

Ruler of Space and Time, 

Wh0 gave us life, kept us alive,

and brought us to this time.

:vfxc ohrnut ,ufxk On Sukkot, in the Sukkah:

 Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀  dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
ml̈Frd̈ K¤l«¤n

eiz̈F §v ¦n §A Ep«Ẅ §C ¦w x ¤W£̀
:dM̈ ªQ ©A a ¥Wi ¥l Ep«Ë ¦v §e

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay our G0d,

Ruler of the Universe, Wh0 has 

sanctified us with commandments 

and commanded us to dwell in the Sukkah.

HaMotzi: the Blessing before eating Bread

 Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀  dedi dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
ml̈Frd̈ K¤l«¤n

:u ¤x ῭ d̈ o ¦n m ¤g«¤l `i ¦vFO ©d

Blessed Y0u, Ad0nay our G0d,

Ruler of Space and Time,

Wh0 brings bread out from the earth.

Salt the challah, then connect your word to deed by eating some of the bread.
See commentary on page 143
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COMMENTARY ON THE PRAYERS
by Rabbi Ari Cartun (unless otherwise noted)

The Three Daily Services:
Ma’ariv (Evening), Shacharit (Morning), and Minchah (Afternoon)

There are three daily services: morning, afternoon, and evening. They are derived from the times for slaughtering the
daily sacrifices (dawn and dusk) and the time for eating the sacrifices (all the following night). The post-Temple concept
is that service replaces sacrifice. An additional (musaf) sacrifice, and hence, service, followed the morning sacrifice on
Sabbaths, Festivals, and New Month Days. The Amidah (T’fillah or Sh’moneh Esreh) is the official substitute for the
sacrificial service and is said at all three daily prayer services. The Sh’ma is to be said at the morning and evening services
(“lying down and rising up...” Deuteronomy 6:7) and thus is said at those two services only, and not in the afternoon
service. These two sections, the Sh’ma and the Amidah, are the heart and soul of the morning and evening service. The
service ends with the universal concluding prayer – the Aleynu, which owes its origin to the first section of the Rosh
haShanah shofar service.

According to the Mishnah (Tamid 5:1), the priests (Kohanim) of the second Temple prayed before the morning
sacrifice. They would start with one prayer, acknowledging G0d’s creation and control of light and darkness, day and
night, good and evil. Then they would recite the Ten Commandments given at the revelation at Sinai (Deuteronomy
5:6-18). Next they recited the Sh’ma and v’Ahavta, indicating acceptance of G0d’s love by accepting G0d’s
commandments and pledging to work for G0d’s S0vereignty (Deuteronomy 6:4-9 and Numbers 15:40-41). They
continued with a description of what will happen if we don’t observe G0d’s commandments (Deuteronomy 11:13-21), and
the commandment to make fringes (tzitzit), as a symbol of all G0d’s commandments (Numbers 15:37-41.) The Kohanim
went on to pray for the redemption of Israel and the world, just as G0d had redeemed us from Egypt. Finally, they would
carry out the sacrifice and end with the Priestly Blessing for peace (Numbers 6:22-27). This is still the basic order for
morning and evening services.

For more discussion of the parts of the service, see further commentary on the Sh’ma Service (page 135).

The Founders of our People (pages 7, 69, 81)

Traditionally, we think of Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebecca, Jacob and Rachel and Leah as our founders.
The following ancestors could also be considered the founders of our people and examples of redemption.

Rivkah (Rebecca), Yitzchak’s (Isaac’s) wife, had received an oracle that her smaller son, who turned out to be
Ya’akov (Jacob) should inherit the spiritual mantle that Avraham had passed down. So she engineered a way for Ya’akov
to trick his father into giving him the blessing he had reserved for his firstborn, Esau. Thus, more than Yitzchak, Rivkah
was the one who saw to the successful passing on of tradition. The Torah does indicate that Esau did not care about this
tradition, and would not have cherished or guarded it, or passed it on to his own children.

Yosef (Joseph), suffered a horrible fate that befell him due to his ten half-brothers (from his father Jacob’s other three
wives). They had thrown him in a pit and left him, intending to sell him as a slave. As it turned out, a traveling caravan
found him first and took him to Egypt where he endured thirteen years of slavery and imprisonment until being liberated
for interpreting Pharaoh’s dream. When his brothers arrived in Egypt due to the famine, he tested them to see if they
would mistreat his full brother, Benjamin. Seeing that they tried to shield Benjamin from any evil fate, Yosef forgave his
brothers and reunited the family.

Mosheh (Moses) was “heavy of tongue, heavy of mouth,” which tradition interprets as being a stutterer. This stutterer
was able to, somehow, walk unarmed up to Pharaoh and demand the freedom of his people. Imagining our trying to do
this now to any of the dictators of our world gives us some idea of the bravery he must have possessed.

Ruth had married a Hebrew immigrant to her native MoAv (Moab). He and his father and brother died, leaving Ruth
with her sister-in-law, Orpah, and mother-in-law, No’omi (Naomi). When No’omi decided to return to her native city of
Beth-Lehem in the tribal area of Yehudah (Judah), Ruth left her native land and family to help No’omi start a new life, as
an immigrant alien gleaning in the fields to support them both. She is the prototype, with Avraham and Sarah, of a
righteous convert.
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Shlomoh (Solomon), the son and heir of King David, had a dream in which G0d asked him if he wished for power or
wealth. Shlomoh answered that all he wanted was the wisdom to serve G0d well. For this he was given his request, and
the power and wealth to establish the Israelite Kingdom as a peaceful regional power.

Esther, a Judean exile in Persia, had been abducted, with thousands of attractive women, into the Emperor’s Harem.
Just as G0d had been with Yosef in prison, so G0d’s grace shone on Esther, causing the Emperor, Achashverosh
(Ahasuerus) to love her most and make her Queen. When Haman, the chief minister to the King, decided to commit
genocide on the Jews of Persia, Esther had to rush to overturn this decree. However, only someone specially bidden by the
Emperor could approach him, or risk death should he not extend his scepter to them, thus granting them an audience.
Esther, for some reason, had not been called to the Emperor for some time, and risked her life to see him. He did grant her
an audience, and she did save her people.

About The Kabbalat Shabbat Service (page 18)

Kabbalat (Greeting or Receiving) Shabbat is not one of the regular thrice-daily services. It precedes the Ma’ariv
(evening) service for the Sabbath. Kabbalat Shabbat, is a service created by the Kabbalistic (mystical) Jewish community
of Tz’fat, Galilee, in the sixteenth century. The name Kabbalat in the service tells you it is Kabbalistic. The Kabbalah is
the received tradition of mysticism, and Kabbalat Shabbat means going out of your weekday reality to receive or greet the
Sabbath Day as if she were a Bride and a Queen. Shabbat is a feminine noun in Hebrew, G0d’s feminine Presence
(Sh’chinah), betrothed to G0d as the male King of the universe. Shabbat is also seen as G0d in Her feminine form. So we
have the mystical imagery of the universe becoming 0ne again after the workday disruptions of the week by means of the
loving sexual re-union of G0d’s male and female selves. Other interpreters see the whole people of Israel as the groom for
the Shabbat Bride, or, based on Jeremiah 2:2 and Hosea 2:21-22, see Israel as the bride and G0d as the groom. The songs
Y’did Nefesh and L’chah Dodi (see commentaries on these songs, below) expressly evoke these symbols.

These wedding imageries are rooted in Talmudic tradition (Baba Kamma 32a-b). For example, Rabbi Hanina used to
sing, “Come and we will go out to meet the Bride, the Queen!” Rabbi Yannai dressed up in special wedding clothes and
went out to greet the Shabbat singing, “Come, Bride. Come, Bride.” These are the words which now end L’chah Dodi.

A traditional Kabbalat Shabbat service consists of eight Psalms, selected by Rabbi Mosheh Cordovero. Psalms 95,
96, 97, 98, 99, and 29 represent the six days of Creation. These are followed by the hymn L’chah Dodi, written by Rabbi
Cordovero’s brother-in-law, Shlomoh Al Kabetz, which brings in, or greets, the Shabbat Psalm (Psalm 92). The service
ends with one more Psalm (93), perhaps alluding to G0d controlling the forces of chaos, symbolized there by raging
waters, to bring the peace of Shabbat to the world to come.

It is difficult, when studying the traditional Psalms for Shabbat, to see the direct connection that the sixteenth century
Kabbalists saw in them. Many creative interpreters have, indeed, made such connections. One of the most important
reasons the Kabbalists chose these Psalms was not for their meaning, but because, as mentioned in the comments below to
Y’did Nefesh, when Jews receive Shabbat they are granted an extra soul. The six weekday Psalms of the traditional service
begin with the letters: p (30) W (300) i (10) n (40) i (10) n (40) which add up to 430, equalling p (50) t (80) W (300) —

the word S0UL Wtp. This may explain why the Psalms chosen were 95-99 and then Psalm 29!
The Kabbalat Shabbat service at Congregation Etz Chayim usually replaces the first five of the traditional Psalms

with the most familiar songs from those Psalms. We do retain the popularly sung Psalms of the traditional service (Psalms
29, 92, and 93) and, as Psalm is a fancy term for Song, we also sing modern popular Shabbat songs to help us enter the
mood of Shabbat, that we may greet Shabbat and usher it in with song.

About Y’did Nefesh (page 17)

Y’did Nefesh was composed by the Kabbalist (mystic) Rabbi El’Azar Azikri of Tz’fat (in the Galilee) in the sixteenth
century, where and when the entire Kabbalat Shabbat service was composed by a fervent circle of Kabbalists. It is sung at
the beginning of Kabbalat Shabbat because of the belief that the “s0ul of Shabbat” enters each Jew who greets Shabbat.
This song compares the greeting of this “soul of Shabbat” to the intense aching and yearning of human love, which, in the
form of the love of a bride and a groom, is also the theme of L’chah Dodi. Here the soul, a feminine word in Hebrew, is
referred to as “she.” To emphasize that the “soul of Shabbat” and the “s0ul of the Universe” (G0d) are ultimately one,
Rabbi Azikri used the four letters of G0d’s personal Name YHVH as the beginning letters of the four stanzas of the song.
In addition, the text uses code words from the Zohar (the primary mystical text of the Kabbalah) to speak of personal
visions of G0d’s utter blinding glory.
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There are many large and small variants between the received texts of Y’did Nefesh. The text used here presents the
version with Hebrew (instead of Aramaic) endings (e.g., echa instead of ’ach).

In the second stanza’s “G0d please heal her,” Azikri is quoting Numbers 12:13, where Moses asks G0d to heal
Miriam. The word heart, like the word soul, is a feminine word and is similarly referred to as “she” in a later stanza. In the
third stanza Azikri quotes the text of Genesis 31:30, “I have longed, longed.”

Psalm 29 (page 25)

Psalm 29 (Havu LAd0nay) is a special psalm, due to the mention of G0d’s four letter personal Name YHWH 18 times,
plus the generic name, G0d (El) once (in the phrase El hakavod hir’im). Thus it is very much like the weekday Amidah,
which has 18+1 blessings. The Hebrew word for 18 is Sh’moneh Esreh, by which name the weekday Amidah is also
known. The nineteenth blessing grew out of the Blessing for Jerusalem, focusing on King David’s descendant, a righteous
king of the future. So, though the prayer does have nineteen blessings, it is still called the Sh’moneh Esreh, “The 18,”
perhaps because 18 in Hebrew letters is i ©g chay (life), and thus it is an auspicious number. However, the Amidah is more
accurately thought of as the 18+1, and so it is also in Psalm 29, with its 18 YHWHs and one El.

Because of the similarity of Psalm 29 to the Amidah, and, some say, because of its scary storm imagery, we stand for
the Psalm as we do for an Amidah, or as the terrified people in the Temple, depicted in the Psalm, may be doing.

L’chah Dodi (page 26)

“L’chah Dodi” (“Let’s go, my Lover”) is a phrase from Song of Songs 7:12 where it is spoken by a woman to her
beloved. In Talmudic times, some rabbis went out to greet (receive) Shabbat as if she were a Queen or a Bride. Later 16th
century mystics called Kabbalists (see previous section) would physically go out into the sunset hills calling to each other
“L’chah Dodi” (meaning in this case, “Let’s go my beloved friend.”) The author of L’chah Dodi was one of those
mystics: Shlomoh (Al Kabetz) haLevy. The consonants of his name: Sh-L-M-H H-L-V-Y, begin the first eight of the 9
stanzas, possibly alluding to the 9th of Av (see below).

Most of L’chah Dodi is composed of interwoven Biblical quotes. Most of those are from the latter chapters of Isaiah,
which are the source of the Seven Haftarot of Consolation between the 9th of Av (the commemoration of the destruction
of Jerusalem and the Temple) and the Shabbat just before Rosh haShanah. In effect, Al Kabetz literarily linked the days of
each week to the weeks of recuperation from the devastation of the Temple. This is to say that the end of Shabbat is like
the destruction of a Heavenly Jerusalem and its Temple in time, and each eve of Shabbat is like Rosh haShanah: a new
beginning, a new opportunity to rise up from our own ruins.

The first two stanzas exalt the concept of Shabbat: the Exodus 20 (“Remember”) and Deuteronomy 5 (“Observe”)
versions of the Ten Commandments were commanded in two forms, yet in one Divine Word (according to the Talmud,
tractate Sh’vu’ot 20b). Though Shabbat was the end of creation, it was the purpose (and hence the first) of creation: “Last
created; conceived first.”

The next six stanzas represent the six draining workdays of the week, and show how weary, dusty, and dispirited we
can get by Friday. The last verse welcomes Shabbat, the seventh day, bringing the song full cycle back to where it started,
with Shabbat. This verse does not begin with a letter of the author’s name. Instead, it begins with the letter B, for Bo’i
Kallah (Come, Bride), the quote that sparked the Kabbalat Shabbat imagery. B is also the first letter of the Torah:
B’reshit, (In Beginning). Hence, by breaking the use of the initials of his name with the letter B, Al Kabetz alluded to the
Creation of the Universe, which Shabbat both caps and celebrates. This also returns us to the original Talmudic imagery
from which L’chah Dodi was taken, calling Shabbat as a queen (“crown of your Husband”) and a bride.

Medieval poets used obscure allusions for Biblical names, as a display of erudition, and to make each poem an
interesting puzzle. L’chah Dodi is also full of indirect references to King David, and his ultimate hidden descendant, the
Mashiach (Messiah), whose birthday, traditionally, will be the 9th of Av. King David was “Jesse’s son,” and “Peretz’s
son” (Peretz was Jesse’s ancestor, see Ruth 4:18-22). Thus the song ends with a descendant of David ushering in a
history-ending Messianic-era Shabbat.
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Why The Shaliach Tzibbur (prayer leader) turns to face the Ark (page 31)

In a traditional congregation, the person leading the prayers is called the Shaliach Tzibbur (literally, the Community’s
Emissary), because it is this Emissary who presents our prayer to G0d. The Reform tradition, emulating Christian practice,
turned the prayer leader toward the congregation.

Our congregation’s practice incorporates many customs from Traditional and Reform congregations. While our
Sh’lichey Tzibbur (plural) generally face the congregation, there are several prayers where the Shaliach Tzibbur rotates
the podium to face the Ark. We do this whenever we bow, to suggest that we are not bowing towards each other. Instead,
we use the Ark as a focal point for our thoughts of G0d (not that we think that G0d is in that box, of course - G0d forbid).

In prayers where we bow, the Shaliach Tzibbur faces the Ark. These are the Bar’chu, Amidah and Aleynu. We also
bow in a part of a Torah service. Just before we circle the congregation with the Torah scrolls, we sing Gad’lu lAd0nay iti.

In this siddur, a down arrow  indicates when it is traditional to bow, and an up arrow  when to rise. Generally we
rise at the mention of G0d, G0d’s NAME, or an attribute of G0d, for, as it says in the Birchot haShachar of the morning
service, G0d mi ¦tEt §M s ¥wFf (straightens those who are bent/ zokef k‘fufim).

A World Founded on Wisdom (page 45)

The full text of Bereshit Rabbah 1:1 is:
The Torah declares: ‘I was the working tool of the Holy 0ne, blessed be He.’ In human practice, when a mortal king

builds a palace, he builds it not with his own skill but with the skill of an architect. The architect moreover does not build
it out of his head, but employs plans and diagrams to know how to arrange the chambers and the wicket doors. Thus G0d
consulted the Torah and created the world, while the Torah declares, “In the beginning G0d created” (Genesis 1:1),
Beginning refers to the Torah, as in the verse, Proverbs 8:22-23. 

“Ad0nay created me at the beginning of His way, 
the first of His acts of old. 
I was set up from everlasting, 
from the beginning, even before the earth.”

How did the rabbis who wrote this midrash (interpretation) know that the speaker of the Proverbs verse is the Torah?
It is because Chapter 8 of Proverbs begins, “See, Wisdom calls out, Discernment gives her voice...” The rest of the
chapter continues with Wisdom/Discernment personified, speaking. Who else is Wisdom/Discernment but Torah? Thus,
by making the syllogism of A=B, B=C, therefore A=C, G0d consulted the Torah to create the world. Hence, Torah can be
used as a word describing all natural laws of the Universe.

About the Sh’ma and Its Blessings

The Sh’ma and its blessings comprise the central section of the Ma’ariv service. This section begins with the Bar’chu.
This is usually labeled the Call to Worship. It is that, but more to the point, it is the Call to Reading Torah (Nehemiah
8:6). We are familiar with that usage in the beginning of the Aliyah blessing preceding the Torah reading. Which Torah
readings does the Bar’chu call us to read? The Sh’ma and v’Ahavta, the centerpiece of the service, along with additional
passages from Deuteronomy and Numbers which are usually omitted at Etz Chayim, a practice we have adopted from the
Reform movement.

Between the Bar’chu and the Sh’ma texts lie two prayers. The first is the prayer that was said by the kohanim (Tamid
5:1), praising G0d for creating and controlling the forces that change evening into day or day into evening. The second
blessing, Revelation, praises G0d for loving us and for demonstrating that love by giving us Torah. It replaces the Ten
Commandments, which were dropped when Jews who had become Christians began to assert that G0d had revealed only
the Ten Commandments at Sinai, and not the whole Torah. You can still find the Ten Commandments at the end of the
morning service in a traditional siddur.

Following the Sh’ma prayer, in which we accept all of G0d’s love and mitzvot (commandments) as a means of
acknowledging G0d as our loving S0vereign, we recite blessings on the theme of redemption. The first compares all
future redemption to the Exodus. The section ends with Mi Chamocha, the song of amazement at the Reed Sea. A second
blessing, Hashkivenu, asks G0d to watch over our souls as we sleep. This, for obvious reasons, is only included in the
evening service. Then we recite a half-Kaddish to end the Sh’ma section and to distinguish it from the Amidah.
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Taken as a whole, the Sh’ma and its blessings recapitulate all of Jewish theology. The themes of Creation (prayer
one), Revelation (prayer two), and Redemption (the final prayers) affirm our past, present and future allegiance to the
G0d of the Universe.

Standing and Sitting for the Sh’ma: Two customs

Some Jews, based on the customs of the Babylonian Talmud, remain in the same position they were in when they
came to the Sh’ma, whether that was standing or sitting. Instead of concentrating on their bodies, they concentrate
inwards, as if re-witnessing the Revelation at Sinai. They close their eyes (some put a hand over their eyes) to shut out
external distractions. Other Jews adopted the practice of emphasizing the Sh’ma’s importance by always standing,
according to the custom of the community of Jews remaining in the Holy Land, as recorded in the Jerusalem Talmud.

The Sh’ma (page 48)

The Sh’ma is the most important single verse in all of Judaism, both for its content (G0d is 0ne!) and because most
Jews know and recognize it. It is the declaration of monotheism, the assertion that all “gods” are one and the same. The
Sh’ma emphasizes to Jews that all the pantheons of deities that are worshipped, all the myriad forces and authorities, are,
in reality, all connected by an underlying Unity. There is only 0ne Ultimate Being, only 0ne “G0d,” and the Name we call
that 0ne G0d is YHWH/Being ItSelf. In this light, the Sh’ma is called the “Watchword of our Faith.” By saying, “Listen
Israel!” we call to each other to encourage our people to continue this “Jewish experiment” in ethical monotheism.

Additionally, the text of the Sh’ma (Deuteronomy 6:4) is understood as the response that the people Israel shouted
upon receiving the Torah. This makes the Sh’ma each Jew’s personal affirmation of the responsibility of carrying forward
the Torah’s imperatives (mitzvot) ever since Sinai.

After the Sh’ma comes the non-Biblical response, Baruch Shem K’vod..., which some congregations say in an
undertone to distinguish it from the Torah itself. It may have been, originally, the people’s response to reading from Torah
(Nehemiah 8:6), as the Sh’ma is a verse from the Torah. The v’Ahavta (the following verses from Deuteronomy 6:5-9)
extends the Sh’ma’s affirmations to say that not only will we affirm these IDEAS, but we will affirm them as
EMOTIONS, by coming to love G0d through fulfilling the mitzvot.

The Large Letters in the Sh’ma

In the Torah the Sh’ma is written with the r in the first word (r ©n §W) and the c in the last (s«̈j ¤t) enlarged. Together,

these letters form the word c¥r (ed) meaning “witness,” a reminder that we are witnesses for G0d.  They are a reminder of
our ethical responsibilities and our sacred task to be witnesses of the 0ne and only G0d. To highlight this, we have
enlarged the last two letters of c¤rë (va’ed), which, though it means “forever,” nonetheless sounds the same as va-ed
meaning “and witness!”

Shhh! Listen!

Deuteronomy 6:3 introduces the Sh’ma (Deuteronomy 6:4): eretz zavat chalav ud’vash. Sh’ma ... (a land flowing with
milk and honey. Listen...). The letter before the Sh’ma in the word honey (d’vash) is a shin §J just like the first letter of
the Sh’ma, so we glide into the Sh’ma with the shhhhhs to better hear G0d’s Unity. And, since the last word before the
Sh’ma in Hebrew is d’vash (honey), this suggests that the Sh’ma should be sweet on our tongue.
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The Meanings of the Sh’ma (through translations and context)

A very literal translation of the Sh’ma is:

:g ©n §J  k ¥tr̈ §G¦h dedi  Ubh«¥v«k¡t dedi  s«̈j ¤t
sh’ma yisra-El Ad0nay El0hey-nu Ad0nay echad
listen G0d-wrestler yhwh our-G0ds* yhwh one

*El0hey-nu is a form of the plural noun El0him, and can be used for “G0ds,” or with a singular verb, as G0d.

King James Bible (1604) and Jewish Publication Society (JPS) 1917 translation:
“HEAR O ISRAEL, THE LORD OUR GOD, THE LORD IS ONE.”

JPS 1960 translation: 
“Hear O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord is One.”

Aryeh Kaplan Living Torah:  
“Listen Israel, God is our Lord, God is one.”

Etz Chayim’s Siddur:
“Hear, Israel: Adonay Our God, Adonay is one!”

Stone Chumash: 
“Hear O Israel: HASHEM is our God, HASHEM is the one and only.”

Samson Raphael Hirsch:
“Hear O Israel, Hashem our God, is Hashem, the sole one.”

Everett Fox:
“Hearken O Israel! YHWH our God, YHWH (is) one!”

New English Bible (Old Testament):
“Hear, O Israel, the Lord is our God, one Lord, and you must love...”

(connecting the Sh’ma and the v’Ahavta as if they are one sentence.)

The (Catholic) Jerusalem Bible (edited by J.RR Tolkien and others.): 
“Listen Israel: Yahweh** our God is the one Yahweh.”

**Jews do not pronounce G0d’s Name out of respect and humility, since no one actually knows what the Name really
is. At the Burning Bush (Exodus 3:14) as G0d revealed this Name to Moses, G0d said it meant “I am that I am,” thus
tying it to the verb meaning “to be.” YHWH could be a form of “cause to be,” and most believe this is the intent of the
Torah, if not the original name. But “he causes to be” would really be YaHYeH. The pronunciation implied in the
Catholic Bible is a scholarly conceit, and using it in a Jewish context, knowing that it is an approximation, is considered
disrespectful.

Commentary On The Words Of The Sh’ma

Yisra-El: Everyone uses Israel as a name, but not a word. Yisra means “he wrestles” and El means G0d, so our name
is G0d-Wrestler or WrestlesG0d. Try G0d-Wrestler as a name for yourself, and as a description of what being a Jew is all
about. Or try Jews, Israelis, or (archaic) Israelites, and see what that does to the meaning of the prayer.

El0him is a plural noun. It can be used for other “gods,” but with a singular verb in Hebrew, as G0d. So we write it
here as G0d(s) to show what it means as well as how its is understood in Hebrew.

Ad0nay is translated My L0rd, but is plural like Elohim. This phrase accompanies G0d’s Name, YHWH, more often
than any other Biblical phrase, so it came to be the way we most often pronounce The Name.

YHWH are the four consonants of G0d’s Name. Taken as a verb, they mean “causes being,” which is not a word we
have in English. Modern Hebrew pronunciation of the W is V, except by some Arabic speaking Jews, who say W as in
Arabic. One way this could have been pronounced is Yahweh. This is used by Christians and many Bible scholars of all
faiths, but is seldom used by religious Jews. This is because our ancestors decided that this Name was too holy to
pronounce. Perhaps people were “taking it in vain” too often.
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We do have a clue to how YHWH was pronounced, because people used to use three letters of The Name as prefixes
and suffixes to their personal names to show their allegiance to G0d. The prefix form was Y’ho (sometimes shortened to
Yo), which begins the name JoNathan “YHWH Gave”, for example, or JoHanan/John, “G0d Graced (me).” As a suffix it
is pronounced Yahu, as in NetanYahoo (G0d Gave). This is because the third letter of G0d’s Name, W, can become a
vowel letter, being used as “oh” or as “oo.” Try using Yahoo! as a pronunciation and meaning of G0d, and see what that
does to your faith!

(is) The word, “is” in the present tense is not often used in Biblical or modern Hebrew. This means the phrase,
“Ad0nay Echad” actually says “Ad0nay 0ne,” but all agree that the word is belongs between them: “Ad0nay (is) 0ne.”

Why Some Leave Out the Traditional Verses After the v’Ahavta (pages 49)

The traditional service continues after the v’Ahavta with Vehaya im Shamoa, “if we observe G0d’s mitzvot, the natural
order will be preserved” (Deuteronomy 11:13-21), and vaYomer, the passage on tzitzit, ritual fringes (Numbers 15:37-41).
The first of these two passages contains an echo of the v’Ahavta, “and bind them as a sign on your hand, so that they be
reminders before your eyes...” The second passage relates wearing tzitzit to all G0d’s commands. The tzitzit are made in
such a way as to symbolize the whole of the Torah’s 613 commands. They are tied with a number of wrappings equal to
the words Ad0nay echad (G0d (is) one), thus “tying” the last verse of vaYomer to the Sh’ma. A full explanation of these
numbers is in our morning service along with the blessing for “wrapping oneself in tzitzit.”

The Reform tradition omitted these verses, instead concluding the v’Ahavta with the end of the tzitzit paragraph,
L‘man Tizk’ru (Numbers 15:40-41) which enjoins upon us the observance of all G0d’s mitzvot.

Why were these verses omitted? Vehaya im Shamoa was omitted because the majority of Reform Jews did not believe
that the natural order depended in any way on ethical or ritual correctness. Today we realize that a society’s total level of
ethical behavior can indeed have an impact on the environment, as well as on the way we share our environment’s
blessings and challenges.

The selection on the tzitzit was omitted because the Reform Jews of the early part of the 20th century chose not to
wear them anymore. However, tallitot, special shawls worn only during prayer, that have tzitzit on their four
“wings”/corners, are making a comeback among Reform Jews. It is ironic that Reform Judaism chose to omit the ritual
mitzvah of tzitzit from the verse that enjoins us to do all G0d’s commands.

Etz Chayim was originally formed by six Reform families, so the congregation’s original prayerbook omitted these
verses. As we encourage all Jews to experiment with tradition, and as there are some of our congregation who find
meaning in these verses, we include them as the alternative reading.

Accepting the yoke as an aspect of the Sh’ma (Traditional Al Ken page 113)

Saying the Sh’ma is considered to be accepting Ol Malchut Shamayim, The Yoke of the Kingdom of Heaven, that is,
accepting G0d’s S0vereignty over oneself.  The v’Ahavta, which speaks of deeds, is thought of as accepting Ol haMitzvot,
The Yoke of (G0d’s) Commandments.  The concept of accepting the yoke is referred to literally in the Al Ken (page 113).
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Angelsong (Page 64)

This meditation has no verb. It seems to start after something not stated; it is for us to generate its context and
purpose.

Angels are not what modern rational scientific people speak of, except when someone does something nice for
another, at which time they are “a little angel.” But an “angel” (K ῭ §l ©n/mal’ach) is someone/thing that accomplishes (or

catalyzes) deeds or works, as the same word is used to describe the work  dk̈`l̈ §n/m’lachah that Jews are not to do on
holy time (e.g., Genesis 2:2-3; Exodus 20:10; 31:14-15). Timely catalysis by natural causes can be considered an “angel,”
so wind, rain, or sun can be angels, if they are beneficial at the right time.

The first angel named in this song is us, l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i/Israel, which means both G0dWrestler/Wrestles (Yisra’El) and
G0dRules (YisarEl). That is, we may also be angels, but we differ from the unwitting forces of nature in that we might
have a choice to be an angel, that is, do what is needed. Sometimes we wrestle with the task, and sometimes we jump
right into it. That is much like the dichotomy of our people’s name.

But much of our lives intersect other lives unwittingly, much like earthquakes and tornadoes. How much of what we
are unaware of in our lives is just what someone else needed at that moment?

The song is a metaphor of our s0ul being angelically protected on all sides by named angels who represent the
focused intentions of BeingItself. The protection evokes thoughts of warriors girded for battle, standing at the ready on all
sides. But there are a few surprises. For one, there is no angel below our feet, supporting us! What “angel” would you
invoke from that direction? AdamatEl? ArtziEl? G0d’s Earth?

Here is an explanation of the other angels:
“l ¥̀ k̈i ¦n/MichaEl/Wh0 is like G0d” at my right. The right hand is the weapon hand for right-handers, the majority,

which is the way this poem imagines our s0ul and its angels. However, here, instead of a weapon, my right hand holds a
question: mi cha El?/Wh0 is like G0d? Could it be that our tradition considers a question to be the ultimate weapon, the
sword that defeats falsehoods and the deification of anything or idea (a “god”) besides the ultimate, infinite, unkn0wable
and inc0mparable BeingItself?

“l ¥̀ i ¦x §a©B/GavriEl/G0d is my hero” at my left. The left hand is the shield hand. Gavri means my gibor/hero: In the
words of our ancestors who wrote the Bedtime Sh’ma, “I rely on G0d to shield me from harm.” But today we live in the
reality of innocents whom the Y0universe has let/made come to harm. How does our understanding of the Y0universe
cope with that?

“l ¥̀ i ¦xE`/UriEl/Light of G0d” before me. Our mission is to be a light to the nations (Isaiah 42:6; 49:6) and we do that
by setting before us our most enlightened values, our best science and experience, and our brightest spirit.

“l ¥̀ ẗ §x/RaphaEl/G0d Heals” behind me. As much as we pray and hope that we be protected and defended, yet we
know the battles can be severe and we’ll need G0d’s healing to pick up the pieces strewn along the way. RaphaEl trails
behind us to do that.

“l ¥̀  z©pi ¦k §W/Sh’chinat El/G0d’s Presence” over me. How/why/where/when and if G0d’s guiding caring presence
dwells among us is “over my head,” too deep for me to fathom, to mix a metaphor. But there have been, are, and continue
to be times I am aware of it.
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The Idea Of A "Messiah"and Congregation Etz Chayim (page 74)
Sofia Biros’* Commentary on Zechariah:14

When Jews returned from exile in Babylon, the city was in ruins. Although they rebuilt the altar and restarted
sacrificing (without a Temple, which was not built for another many decades), the Persians didn’t let them have a king.
Zechariah longed for Zerubavel (a descendant of of the royal house of David) to be the king. The people were waiting and
waiting for the restoration of the king, but no king was ever crowned. People began to wonder what it would take to bring
back Mashiach ben David, an "anointed" king from the House of David. In Biblical days, including Zechariah’s time, the
direct translation of Mashiach simply meant anointed, as a king, as well as a high priest, would have oil, an ointment,
poured on his head to show that he was now consecrated as king. 

Originally Mashiach didn’t mean anything supernatural or historic, it only became so later, as more years passed, and
people hoped more and more for a righteous king to bring back the glory of the time of David. 

Throughout Jewish history, there have been many people who have claimed to be the Messiah, or whose followers
have claimed that they were the Mashiach. They thought they had supernatural powers and each person would do one
more thing to top the previous, and they would die in the attempt to prove they were the Messiah. 

When would a Messiah come? Each of the following has been suggested in our tradition as a time when the
Mashiach will come: 

if Israel (the Jewish people) observed a single Shabbat properly; 
if Israel observed two Shabbatot in a row properly; 
in a generation that is totally innocent or totally guilty; 
in a generation that loses hope.
In the weekday Amidah, we pray for all the elements of the coming of Mashiach: return of all who are exiled; an end

of wickedness, sin and sacrilege; reward to the righteous; rebuilding of Jerusalem; and restoration of the line of King
David. I know that all of us have different ideas of what that means. I don't know if you have thought about it before, but I
had not until I studied this with Rabbi Ari.

Now that I have paid attention to the subject, here is what I think about when I read these words in the
prayerbook:

I asked my mom what she thinks about the Messiah. She thinks that believing that there will be a Messiah gives
people hope that there is a chance for harmony and peaceful co-existence among all the people of the world. Working
toward something that’s more important than just your own needs gives our lives more meaning.

My dad thinks the Messiah could be among us, and should serve as an inspiration to foster spirituality. For him, the
possibility of a Messiah amongst us is very inspiring.

Rabbi Ari considers the restored state of Israel to be the new return from exile, and the state is a democracy, not a
kingship under the rule of King David's descendants, who are, anyway, so mixed in among us that we are all, now, sons
and daughters of David, so to speak. So Ari considers each Prime Minister of Israel, currently BenYamin NetanYahu to
be "mashiach," as it were. That is, when he reads these prayers, he is praying for the Israeli government to rule justly,
wisely, and in a way that will bring peace and prosperity to its own people as well as to its neighbors.

It has been said that in every generation there is a person born with the potential to be the  Mashiach. Interpretations
have said that the Messiah will bring peace. But I think that someone who is truly a Messiah would help to bring peace to
the world. I think that if people get a little help, a nudge, they will be able to get peace started for themselves. Perhaps it’s
in our own hands to work in the spirit of Mashiach to solve our problems between ourselves.

So I ask you: Do you care about “the Messiah”? Are you hoping for one?

*Sofia Biros became Bat Mitzvah at Etz Chayim on October 3, 2009/Tishrei 15, 5770.
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Slow Me Down, Ad0nay (Page 95)

In the prayerbook, this reading is centered on the page. I had done that for aesthetics, but as I write this, I realize that
it is a prayer for spiritual centering as well.

Slow me down, Ad0nay.
Ease the pounding of my heart

By the quieting of my mind.
Steady my hurried pace

With a vision of the eternal reach of time.
Give me, amidst the confusion of my day,

The calmness of the everlasting hills.

A “vision of the eternal reach of time” is a most difficult thing to imagine. Time for us is sliced like my father liked
his cold cuts: thin. Even our children’s stories are sliced thin now. Mr Rogers and his slow-speaking calmness has long
since died, and Sesame Street is jumpily-edited into 3 second increments, beginning our childrens’ education in ADHD
before they can speak.

Similarly, we have lost our illusion of “everlasting hills,” knowing that they rock and quake beneath us, and erode
ever faster as the world’s burgeoning population deforests them.

Break the tension of my nerves
With the soothing music of the singing streams

That live in my memory.
Help me to know

The magical restoring power of sleep.

“The soothing music of the singing streams” is something I remember from my childhood. We would run out to the
woods and stay there all day, in the deepest jungles of our imaginations, splashing in the creek, and whooping it up. Our
children today do not have such forests to run in, nor would we let them, for fear of the human predators that lurk there. In
truth, there is no real difference in today’s rate of predation on children, and I remember the grainy black and white
movies we watched in grade school warning us against getting into cars with sunglass-wearing strangers. But each blond
child’s disappearance today is trumpeted incessantly so we are more fearful than ever before. 

Each bomb blast is replayed to the max, so we fear going anywhere. Never mind that most of the time there are no
bombs. The average member of our congregation fears going to Israel because of the illusion that there is never a calm
day there.

To sleep, perchance, to dream. Sleep eludes us. We are not restored.

Teach me the art of taking minute vacations:
of slowing down

to look at a flower,
to chat with an old friend or make a new one,

to pat a stray dog,
to watch a spider build a web,

to smile at a child,
or to read a few lines from a good book.

This is the practical heart of the poem. Here are its concrete recommendations. This is the part I repeat to myself as I
enter these situations: looking at flowers, chatting with friends, patting stray dogs (I pat mine and other dogs I know are
friendly, but not random pooches), watching spiders and other critters, smiling at kids, and reading the paper or
magazines. I have a hard time getting into books nowadays.

I never know how to pronounce “minute.” Meye-newt (teensy), or minnit (60-second)? Either way it means “short”.
Take it when we can get it. Stop and smell the roses or do what this paragraph says. Do we take the time to stop and chat
with friends, in person or by phone, or do we just blast off an email, G0d forbid we have to actually talk with them?

141   Intro   Kabbalat Shabbat   Ma’ariv  [Sh’ma service  Amidah  Aleynu  Kaddish]   Conclusion   Commentary   Songs/Parables



Do we look at the simple wonders in the world, the ubiquitous beauty and widespread spectacle, or do we hustle along
with blinders on? I think I know, and it isn’t pretty. It’s pretty fast.

Remind me each day
That the race is not always to the swift;

That there is more to life than increasing its speed.
Let me look upward

Into the branches of the towering oak
And know that it grew great and strong

Because it grew slowly and well.

When I read this part I think, “You can’t hurry love/no, you just have to wait/You got to trust, give it time/No matter
how long it takes.” (Holland/Dozier/Holland, Jr.) Today there are so many people racing to get ahead of you that it is hard
to give things the time they need to germinate.

Even Shabbat is difficult, and even for people who are motivated to use it for what it is for. I remember when my kids
had umpteen sports and other activities each weekend, including Shabbat. So I went from weekday racing around to
weekend racing around.

Slow me down, Ad0nay;
And inspire me to send my roots deep
Into the soil of life’s enduring values

That I may grow toward the stars
Of my greater destiny.

There has to be something better than this running around all the time. Am I forever destined to run, run, run and
never slow down?

G0d willing, I will make my slowing down happen; at least I can start by taking minute vacations. (How did you
pronounce that word?)
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Why do we call the Bread “Challah?”

Challah is a word that means a “loaf.” In this case it means a loaf of bread, special for Shabbat. Sometime in the
murky past Jews began to call their special Shabbat breads “challah.” Egg bread, a rich bread (twisted or untwisted, with
or without honey) became challah par excellence in Europe, but there are other kinds of bread that other Jews call
“challah.” In fact, any special bread is an appropriate way to celebrate Shabbat.

The word challah is mentioned in the Bible (Numbers 15:19-21), and is defined there as the “first of your kneading,
lifted up as a gift...to G0d.” Thus the challah is a holy part of everyone’s kneading, and was given to the Temple. Today,
many of us who bake challah take a generous pinch of dough, bake it on a separate piece of tinfoil, and burn it or give it
to the pets afterwards as their Shabbat treat.

Challah Covers: For Covering the Bread during Kiddush (page 143)

Some may know of the child’s explanation that the bread is covered during Kiddush so that it not be “embarrassed”
by our attention on the Kiddush wine. 

Actually, challah covers derive from the order in which bread and wine are mentioned in the Torah. Deuteronomy 8:8
describes the land of Israel as “a land of wheat and barley; vine, fig and pomegranate; a land of olive oil and honey.”
Some of our ancestors took the order of the plants in this verse to mean that on a normal day, bread (wheat) should always
be served before wine (vine). However, our sanctification of the holy time with wine takes precedence over the eating of a
holy day meal. Covering the challah is just another way to show that we are reversing the order of Deuteronomy for the
purpose of sanctifying the day. In addition, hiding the challah from view allows us to focus on the wine and ensures that
we know which item we are blessing.

Salting the Challah (page 143)

Chapter two of Leviticus details the grain offering ritual, and requires that the grain be salted as part of the sacrificial
rite (verse 13). The same verse also mandates that all sacrifices be salted, as a symbol of the covenant with G0d. Our
ancestors understood this to mean that just as salt is a preservative, so is G0d’s Divine protection, and that in some small
way, salting the sacrifices invokes G0d’s preservation of our people. Inasmuch as grain/bread is the most common food,
the Torah uses the grain offering to symbolize all food, all the sacrifices.

There are, of course, many customs in concurrent usage on how to salt bread. Some sprinkle salt over the bread, and
some dip pieces of bread into a bowl of salt.

143   Intro   Kabbalat Shabbat   Ma’ariv  [Sh’ma service  Amidah  Aleynu  Kaddish]   Conclusion   Commentary   Songs/Parables



SONGS     mi ¦xi ¦W

Al Shloshah D’varim

Am Yisra’El Chay!

baShanah Haba’ah

biL’vavi

Bim Bam

Bridge Over Troubled Waters

David Melech Yisra’El

Dodi Li

D’ror Yikra

Eleh Cham’dah Libi

Eli Eli

Esa Eynay

Etz Chayim Hee

Eyn kEl0heynu

Eyn kEl0heynu (in Ladino)

Gesher Tzar M’od

Hal’luHu

Hal’luYah (Leonard Cohen)

Hatikvah

haTov

Havah Nagilah

Havah Nashirah

Hineh Mah Tov

Im Eyn Ani Li Mi Li?

Im Tirtzu

Iti MiL’vanon

145

145

146

147

148

148

148

149

150

151

151

151

152

153

154

155

155

156

157

157

157

158

158

158

158

159

Ken baKodesh

L’chah Dodi: Singable English

L’chi Lach

L’ma’an Achay v’Re’ay

Lo Yare’u V’lo Yashchitu

Lo Alecha

Lo Yisa Goy

Luley Torat’cha

Mah Tovu

Mah Yafeh Hayom

Mi ha’Ish

Mi sheBerach (Healing Prayer)

Od Yavo Shalom

Od Yishama

Or Zaru’a

Sabbath Prayer

Shabbat haMalkah

Sim Shalom

Sisu et Y’rushalayim

v’Samachta b’Chagecha

Yerushalayim (Uva’u Ha’ovdim)

Yehi Shalom

Y’varech’cha

Yism’chu haShamayim

Yitamu

159

160

161

161

161

162

162

162

163

163

163

163

164

164

164

165

165

166

166

167

167

167

168

168

168
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mi ¦xä §c dẄl §W l©r ON THREE THINGS
Pirkey Avot 1:2

Music by Chaim Tzur

mi ¦xä §c dẄl §W l©r
:c ¥nFr ml̈Frd̈

dẍFY ©d l©r
dc̈Fa£rd̈ l©r §e

:mi ¦cq̈£g zEli ¦n §B l©r §e

On three things

the world stands: 

on the Torah, 

on service(s),

and on kind deeds.

!i ©g l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i m©r THE JEWISH PEOPLE LIVES!
Music by Shlomo Carlebach

!i ©g l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i m©r
!i ©g Epi «¦a ῭  cFr

The Jewish people lives! 

Our Creator lives!
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d ῭ Ä ©d dp̈Ẍ ©A IN THE COMING YEAR
Text by Ehud Manor

Music by Nurit Hirsch

 d ῭ Ä ©d dp̈Ẍ ©A
z ¤q«¤R §x ¦O ©d l©r a ¥W¥p

zFc §cFp mi ¦x¢R ¦v xŸR §q ¦p §e
 dẄ §t ªg ©A mi ¦cl̈ §i
z ¤q«¤tFz Ew£g ©U §i

zFc ¨Ÿû ©d oi ¥a §l z ¦i «©A ©d oi ¥A

In the coming year 

we will sit on the porch 

and count migrating birds. 

Children on vacation 

will play catch 

between the house and the fields.

(:oFn §f ¦R)
 d ¤̀ §x ¦Y cFr d ¤̀ §x ¦Y cFr

d¤i §d ¦i aFh dÖ ©M
d ῭ Ä ©d dp̈Ẍ ©A dp̈Ẍ ©A

(Chorus:)

Y0u will yet see, 

how good it will be 

next year.

 mi ¦O ªc £̀  mi ¦ap̈£r
a ¤x«¤rd̈ c©r Eli «¦W §a©i

og̈ §l ªû ©l mi ¦p §pFv EW §bªi §e
 mi ¦nEc §x zFgEx §e

K ¤x «¤C ©d m ¥̀  l ¤̀  E` §U ¦i
 op̈r̈ §e mi ¦pẄ §i mi ¦pFY ¦r

(oFn §f ¦R)

Red grapes 

will ripen till the evening, 

and will be served chilled to the table. 

And languid winds 

will carry to the crossroads 

old newspapers and a cloud.

(Chorus)

 d ῭ Ä ©d dp̈Ẍ ©A
m ¦i «©cï zFR ©M UŸx §t ¦p

oäN̈ ©d xB̈ ¦P ©d xF`d̈ lEn
 dp̈ä §l dẗp̈ £̀

m ¦i«©tp̈ §M xF`Ä UŸx §t ¦Y
.ok̈Fz §A g ©x§f ¦Y W ¤n«¤û ©d §e

(oFn §f ¦R) 

Next year 

we will spread out our hands 

toward the white radiant light. 

A white heron 

like a light will spread her wings, 

and within them the sun will shine.

(Chorus)
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i ¦aä §l ¦A IN MY HEART

Text by Rabbi Yitzchok Hutner (1960s US),

based on a verse by

 Rabbi El’Azar Azikri (16th cent Tzfat)

Music by Shmuel Brazil

d¤p §a ¤̀  oM̈ §W ¦n i ¦aä §l ¦A
FcFa §M x ©cd̈ §l    

mi ¦U ῭  ©g ¥A§f ¦n oM̈ §W ¦n §aE
FcFd i¥p §x ©w §l    

i ¦l g ©T ¤̀  ci ¦nŸ x¥p §lE
dc̈ ¥w©rd̈ W ¥̀  z ¤̀      

ai §x §w ©̀  oÄ §x ’w §lE
i ¦W §t©p z ¤̀  Fl     

.dc̈i ¦g §i ©d i ¦W §t©p z ¤̀

In my heart I will build a Dwelling1

    to the glory of G0d’s honor,

and in the Dwelling I will place an altar

    to the rays2 of G0d’s splendor. 

For the “eternal” light I will take

    the fire of the Akedah,3

and for a sacrifice I will offer 

     my s0ul,

my one-and-only s0ul.

BiL’vavi is a mystical song based on a line from Rabbi El’Azar Azikr’s Sefer haHaredim, “the Book of Those Who Quake”
(at G0d’s Name and Presence. Haredi is also the modern term the fervently orthodox use to describe themselves.)

1 “The Mishkan” (oM̈ §W ¦n), commonly called the Tabernacle, was literally the “DwellingPlace” (of G0d’s Presence) among the

wandering Israelites. It was built while they were at Sinai, and lasted until replaced by Solomon’s Temple.

G0d said, (Exodus 25:8):

:o«̈fI, §C h¦T§b ©f «̈J §u J·̈S §e ¦n h¦k UG¬̈g §u 
“Let them make Me a sanctuary; and I will dwell among them.”

2Keren (o ¤x «¤w), plural karnayim, means rays of light, or horns, which are the same shape (karney means “rays of”). Something

called “Horns” were on the four corners of the Mishkan’s two altars: the golden incense altar inside the Mishkan (Ex. 30:1-2,
“make an altar to burn incense on; of shittim (acacia) wood...with its horns”) and the bronze sacrificial altar outside in the
courtyard in front of the Mishkan (Ex 27:1-2, “make an altar of shittim wood...and make horns on its four corners...”). What do
you envision with this word and its symbolism?

3The Akedah (dc̈ ¥w©r), “binding” of Isaac (Genesis chapter 22), is the name by which Isaac’s almost-sacrifice is known in

Hebrew. Isaac was not actually killed or burned, but only bound on the altar before his reprieve by G0d. There was fire,
though, that Avraham carried along with him to use to light the offering, as is said (verse 6), “Abraham took the wood of
the burnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife; and they went, both of them,
together.”

147   Intro   Kabbalat Shabbat   Ma’ariv  [Sh’ma service  Amidah  Aleynu  Kaddish]   Conclusion   Commentary   Songs/Parables



m ©A m ¦A

m ©A mi ¦A
mFlẄ zÄ ©W

BRIDGE OVER TROUBLED WATER
By Paul Simon

When you’re weary, feeling small,
When tears are in your eyes, I will dry them all;
I’m on your side. Oh, when times get rough, and friends just can’t be found,

Like a bridge over troubled water, I will lay me down. x2

When you’re down and out, when you’re on the street,
When evening falls so hard I will comfort you.
I’ll take your part, oh when darkness comes, and pain is all around,

Like a bridge over troubled water, I will lay me down. x2

Sail on silver girl, sail on by.
Your time has come to shine, all your dreams are on their way.
See how they shine, oh, if you need a friend, I’m sailing right behind.

Like a bridge over troubled water, I will ease your mind. x2

l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i K ¤l ¤n c ¦ec̈ DAVID, KING OF ISRAEL
Babylonian Talmud 

Tractate Rosh haShanah, p 25a

 l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i K ¤l«¤n c ¦eC̈
mÏ ©w §e i ©g

David, king of Israel, 

lives on!
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Æh¦k h¬¦sIS MY BELOVED IS MINE
Song of Songs

Texts Assembled and Music by Nira Chen

 I ºk h́ ¦b£t«©u Æh¦k h¬¦sIS
:oh«¦B ©JIX ©C v¤g«rv̈

My beloved is mine and I am my beloved’s, 

that feeds among the lilies.             Song 2:16

r º̈C §s ¦N ©vÎi ¦n Ævk̈«g ,t«Àz h ¦́n

vº̈bIc§kU ÆrIn , ¤r³¤Y ªe §n

Who is that going up from the wilderness 

burning myrrh and frankincense?

                                                          Song 3:6

 I ºk h́ ¦b£t«©u Æh¦k h¬¦sIS
:oh«¦B ©JIX ©C v¤g«rv̈

 h¦b¦T §c ©C¦k
v·̈K ©f h ¦́,«j£t
(v·̈K ©f h ¦b¦T §c ©C¦k)

Y0u have ravished my heart, 

my sister, my bride.                          Song 4:9

 I ºk h́ ¦b£t«©u Æh¦k h¬¦sIS
:oh«¦B ©JIX ©C v¤g«rv̈

 ÆiIpm̈ h ¦rU ³g
i º̈nh ¥, h ¦tIćU

Awaken, north wind, 

and come, o south wind.                Song 4:16

 I ºk h́ ¦b£t«©u Æh¦k h¬¦sIS
:oh«¦B ©JIX ©C v¤g«rv̈
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`ẍ §w ¦i xFx §C
Each verse is full of reworked Bible
verses, like L’chah Dodi, more than 

we can show in the text.

FREEDOM CALLS
Dunash haLevi ben Lavrat 

(920-990CE) Morocco-Spain
D’ror/Freedom/Liberty is from Lev 25:10

rI ²r §Sz ©A m ¦r o ¥a §l `ẍ §w ¦i 
z ©aÄ Fn §M m ¤k §x ’v §p ¦i §e

z ©A §yªi Ÿ̀l §e m ¤k §O ¦W mi ¦r §p
zÄ ©W mŸei §A EgE «p §e Ea §W

Freedom calls to son and daughter,

And protects you all as a daughter.

Your names are unceasingly pleasant,

Sit, rest, on the Sabbath day.

i ¦nl̈E` §e i ¦ep̈ WŸex §C
,I Àt r ©W«¤i h¬¦N ¦gÎv«¥G£g

e º¥rIG g´©y§bi ¦n §x ©M §jŸez §A 
i ¦n©r i¥p §A z©r §e ©W d¥r §W

Seek My holy place and My sanctuary,

And make Me a saving sign.           Ps 86:17

Plant a vine in my vineyard,           Jer 2:21

Heed the call of my nation.

dẍ §v ’A §jŸez §A dẍER §jŸex §C
dẍ §aB̈ x ¤W£̀  l ¤aÄ m©b §e

dẍ §a¤r §e s ©̀ §A i ©xv̈ uŸez §p
 h¬¦kI »e g ©n §JmŸei §At À̈r §e ¤Œt  

Work the wine-press in Botzrah,

As well as Babylon the mighty city.

Crush my oppressors with wrath,

Hear my voice the day I call.     Psalm 27:7

 x ©d xÄ §c ¦n ©A o ¥Y mi ¦dŸl ¡̀
 ,dḧ ¦W ,q ©c£dr¬̈v §s ¦T JI ²r §C

xd̈§f ¦p ©l §e xi ¦d§f ©n ©l §e
xd̈p̈ i ¥n §M o ¥Y mi ¦nŸel §W

G0d, give on the desert mountain

Myrtle, cypress, fir and pine,      Isa. 41:19

And for the alerter and the alert,

Give peace like a river’s waters.

 i ©nẅ §jŸec£dẗB ©e k¬¥t
dp̈i ¦b §n ©aE aä ¥l bŸen §A

 dp̈«¤̀ §l ©n §pE d ¤R ai ¦g §x©p §e
 Ub¶¥bIJ§kU j̈ §lv¬̈B Å¦r

Crush my enemies, zealous G0d,    Ex 34:14

With melting heart and grief,

And we’ll open our mouths, and fill them

Our tongue ringing song to Y0u.   Ps. 126:2

W¬¤J §pÅ©b§k v À̈n §f ’j v¬¤g §S
j̈«¤W Ÿ̀x §l x ¤z«¤k `i ¦d §e
 j̈«¤WŸec §w z©e §v ¦n xŸev §p

j̈«¤W §c ’w §l zÄ ©W xŸen §y

Teach your s0ul wisdom,     Proverbs 24:14

And let it be a crown upon your head.

Defend your commandments’ holiness;

Guard your holy Shabbat.
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i ¦A ¦l dc̈ §ng̈ d¤l ¥̀ THESE LURE MY HEART
Text from Y’did Nefesh by El’Azar Azikri

i ¦A ¦l dc̈ §ng̈ d¤N ¥̀
m ¥N©r §z ¦Y `p̈ l ©̀ §e `p̈ dq̈E «g §e

These lure my heart,

so please console it, don’t hide!

i ¦l ¥̀  i ¦l ¥̀ MY G0D, MY G0D

Text by Hannah Senesh; Music by David Zehavi

i ¦l ¥̀  i ¦l ¥̀
ml̈Fr §l x ¥nB̈ ¦i Ÿ̀N ¤W

mÏ ©d §e lFg ©d
m ¦i «©O ©d l ¤W WEx §W ¦x

m ¦i «©n ©X ©d w ©x §A
mc̈ ῭ d̈ z ©li ¦t §Y

My G0d, My G0d,

Let these things never end

The sand and the sea

The rush of the waters

The crash of the heavens

Human prayer.

Singable free translation
Oh G0d, My G0d,

I pray that these things never end
The sand and the sea

The rush of the waters
The crash of the heavens

The prayers of All.

h©bh ¥†g t´̈¬ ¤t I LIFT MY EYES
Psalm 121:1-2

t oh·¦rv̈ ¤vÎk ¤t h©bh ¥†g t´̈¬ ¤t 
:h «¦r §z ¤g t«¬c»̈h i¦h À©t ¥Œn

cv·̈u«v§h o ¦́g ¥n h ¦r §z ¤†g 
:. ¤r«̈tü o¦h¬©n »̈J v À¥G« Œg 

1 I lift my eyes to the mountains.

From where will my help come?*

2 My help is from G0d,

Wh0 makes heaven and earth. 

*Does the Psalmist mean to imply that looking to the mountains is a valid way to search for G0d, (an old name for G0d was El
Shadday, which can mean, as in Grand Tetons, G0d of Breasts, or Mountain G0d). Or is the Psalm ridiculing that notion by
saying that as G0d is the Creat0r of the W0rld, above and beyond the highest mountain? We have chosen this latter
understanding, and hence, put a question mark, which is not in the Bible itself, after the statement.
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th ¦†v oh́¦H ©jÎ.«¥g IT IS A TREE OF LIFE #1
Proverbs 4:2, 3:18, 17;

 Lamentations 5:21

jh th ¦†v oh́¦H ©jÎ.«¥g 
 V·̈C oh ¦́eh ¦z£j«©N©k

:r «̈X ªt §n v̈h¬¤f §n«,«§u
zho ©g«·bÎh¥f §r ©s v̈h¬¤fr̈ §S 

:oI«kJ̈ v̈h́ ¤,Ich¦,§bÎk’f«§u
tf | v³̈u«v§h Ub ¥̧ch ¦J£v 

 vc̈U ºJb̈«§u ÆWh¤̧k ¥t
:o ¤s «¤e §F Ubh¥nḧ J¬¥S ©j

It [the Torah] is a tree of life 

to those who cling to it, 

and its supporters are happy.

Its ways are pleasant ways, 

and all its paths are peace.

Return us, Ad0nay, 

and we will return. 

Renew our days as before.

th ¦†v oh́¦H ©jÎ.«¥g IT IS A TREE OF LIFE #2
Proverbs 4:2

 th ¦†v oh́¦H ©jÎ.«¥g
 V·̈C oh ¦́eh ¦z£j«©N©k

:r «̈X ªt §n v̈h¬¤f §n«,«§u
   o«ukJ̈ o«ukJ̈(4x).

It [the Torah] is a tree of life 

to those who hold fast to it

And all of its supporters are happy.

Shalom, Shalom (4x).
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Epi«¥dŸl` ¥M oi ¥̀ THERE IS N0NE LIKE OUR G0D

Eyn kEl0heynu is first found in prayerbooks from the period of the Geonim (the Great
Babylonian academics, 9th c. CE).  

Eyn kEloheynu answers the question of “Mi chEloheynu?” even before it is asked!

It is an acrostic, with the first letters of each stanza forming the words `Ä 

o ¥n ῭ Amen Ba (“Amen is coming”), 

or AMeN, Baruch Atah. This in effect says Amen to the whole service.
The last two stanzas that begin with Bet and Alef also hint at Baruch Atah, Blessed

Y0u, as if to start the service again!

¥̀,Epi«¥dŸl` ¥M oi
 ,Epi«¥pFc` ©M oi ¥̀

,Ep«¥M §l ©n §M oi ¥̀
 .Ep«¥ri ¦WFn §M oi ¥̀

There is none like our G0d;

there is none like our Creat0r;

There is none like our Ruler;

there is none like our Savi0r.

¦n,Epi«¥dŸl` ¥k i
 ,Epi«¥pFc` ©k i ¦n

,Ep«¥M §l ©n §k i ¦n
 .Ep«¥ri ¦WFn §k i ¦n

Who is like our G0d?

Who is like our Creat0r?

Who is like our Ruler?

Who is like our Savi0r?

p,Epi«¥dŸl`¥l d ¤cF
 ,Epi«¥pFc` ©l d ¤cFp

,Ep«¥M §l ©n §l d ¤cFp
.Ep«¥ri ¦WFn §l d ¤cFp

We give thanks to our G0d;

We give thanks to our Creat0r;

We give thanks to our Ruler;

We give thanks to our Savi0r.

Ä,Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀  KEx
 ,Epi«¥pFc £̀  KExÄ

,Ep«¥M §l ©n KExÄ
 .Ep«¥ri ¦WFn KExÄ

Blessed is our G0d;

Blessed is our Creat0r;

Blessed is our Ruler;

Blessed is our Savi0r.

©̀,Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀  `Ed dŸ
,Epi«¥pFc £̀  `Ed dŸ ©̀
,Ep«¥M §l ©n `Ed dŸ ©̀

.Ep«¥ri ¦WFn `Ed dŸ ©̀

Y0u are our G0d;

Y0u are our Creat0r;

Y0u are our Ruler;

Y0u are our Savi0r.
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NON KOMO MUESTRO DI0 Epi«¥dŸl` ¥M oi ¥̀ THERE IS NONE LIKE OUR G0D;

A Ladino (Spanish/Portuguese Jewish dialect) version from Medieval Iberia. Ladino is a mixture of Spanish,
Portuguese and Hebrew, so it looks strange if you speak Spanish.

Like in Yiddish, (German – “Jewish”, or “Djudjezmo,” in Ladino), there are no Hebrew vowel signs. 
Ladino uses “vowel consonants” (aleph = a; aleph -heh =ah; vav = o or oo; and yud=ee or ay).

¥̀,Epi«¥dŸl` ¥M oi
 ,Epi«¥pFc` ©M oi ¥̀

,Ep«¥M §l ©n §M oi ¥̀
 .Ep«¥ri ¦WFn §M oi ¥̀

There is none like our G0d;

there is none like our Creat0r;

There is none like our Ruler;

there is none like our Savi0r.

Non komo muestro Di0, 

Non komo muestro Seny0r, 

Non komo muestro Rey, 

Non komo muestro Salvad0r.

 ,eic exhyi`en enek oep
,xeiipiy exhyi`en enek oep

 ,i`ix exhyi`en enek oep
xecaly exhyi`en enek oep

¦n,Epi«¥dŸl` ¥k i
 ,Epi«¥pFc` ©k i ¦n

,Ep«¥M §l ©n §k i ¦n
.Ep«¥ri ¦WFn §k i ¦n

Who is like our G0d?

Who is like our Creat0r?

Who is like our Ruler?

Who is like our Savi0r?

Ken komo muestro Di0, 

Ken komo muestro Seny0r, 

Ken komo muestro Rey, 

Ken komo muestro Salvad0r.

 ,eic exhyi`en enek oiiw
,xeiipiy exhyi`en enek oiiw

enek oiiw exhyi`en ,i`ix
oiiw enek xecaly exhyi`en

p,Epi«¥dŸl`¥l d ¤cF
 ,Epi«¥pFc` ©l d ¤cFp

,Ep«¥M §l ©n §l d ¤cFp
.Ep«¥ri ¦WFn §l d ¤cFp

We give thanks to our G0d;

We give thanks to our Creat0r;

We give thanks to our Ruler;

We give thanks to our Savi0r.

Loaremos a muestro Di0,

Loaremos a muestro Seny0r,

Loaremos a muestro Rey,

Loaremos a muestro Salvad0r.

 ,eic exhyi`en d` qenix`el
 ,xeiipiy exhyi`en d` qenix`el

 ,i`ix exhyi`en d` qenix`el
.xecaly exhyi`en d` qenix`el
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Ä,Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀  KEx
 ,Epi«¥pFc £̀  KExÄ

,Ep«¥M §l ©n KExÄ
.Ep«¥ri ¦WFn KExÄ

Blessed is our G0d;

Blessed is our Creat0r;

Blessed is our Ruler;

Blessed is our Savi0r.

Bendicho muestro Di0,

Bendicho muestro Seny0r,

Bendicho muestro Rey, 

Bendicho muestro Salvad0r.

,eic exhyi`en eœbicpa
,xeiipiy exhyi`en eœbicpa

,i`ix exhyi`en eœbicpa
.xecaly exhyi`en eœbicpa

©̀,Epi«¥dŸl ¡̀  `Ed dŸ
,Epi«¥pFc £̀  `Ed dŸ ©̀
,Ep«¥M §l ©n `Ed dŸ ©̀

.Ep«¥ri ¦WFn `Ed dŸ ©̀

Y0u are our G0d;

Y0u are our Creat0r;

Y0u are our Ruler;

Y0u are our Savi0r.

Tu sos muestro Di0, 

Tu sos muestro Seny0r. 

Tu sos muestro Rey, 

Tu sos muestro Salvad0r.

 ,eic exhyi`en qeq eh
,xeiipiy exhyi`en qeq eh

 ,i`ix exhyi`en qeq eh
xecaly exhyi`en qeq eh

cŸ̀ §n x ©v x ¤W«¤B A VERY NARROW BRIDGE
Text by Rabbi Nachman of Bratslav

Music by Baruch Chait

 Fl ªM ml̈Frd̈ l ’M
cŸ̀ §n x ©v x ¤W«¤B

ll̈ §M c ¥g ©t §l Ÿ̀l xT̈ ¦rd̈ §e

Though the entire W0rld

is a narrow bridge,

the main thing is not to fear at all.

UvU¬k§k «©v PRAISE G0D
Psalm 149: 5-6

v  UvU¬k§k«©v (UvUk§k ©v)
 g ©n·̈JÎh¥k §m§k«¦m §c

  UvU Àk§k«©Œv(UvUk§k ©v)
 :v«̈gUr §, h¬¥k §m§k ¦m«§C

u VÀŒ̈h k¬¥K ©v §T vn̈J̈§B ©†v k«́F 
  V«̈hUk§k«©v(VḧUk§k ©v):

Praise G0d

with noisy cymbals.

Praise G0d

with resounding cymbals.

The whole breath will praise Ad0nay,

Hallelu-Yah!
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HAL’LUYAH   V«̈hUk§k«©v
By Leonard Cohen   (Contemporary Canadian)

Now I’ve heard there was a secret chord 
That David played, and it pleased the L0rd 
But you don’t really care for music, do you? 
It goes like this 
The fourth, the fifth1 
The minor fall, the major lift2 
The baffled king composing Hal’luYah Hal’luYah (x4)

Your faith was strong but you needed proof 
You saw her bathing on the roof 
Her beauty and the moonlight overthrew you3

She tied you 
To a kitchen chair 
She broke your throne, and she cut your hair 
And from your lips she drew the Hal’luYah Hal’luYah (x4)

You say I took The Name in vain 
I don’t even know The Name
But if I did, well really, what’s it to you? 
There’s a blaze of light 
In every word 
It doesn‘t matter which you heard 
The holy or the broken Hal’luYah Hal’luYah (x4)

I did my best, it wasn’t much 
I couldn’t feel, so I tried to touch 
I’ve told the truth, I didn’t come to fool you 
And even though 
It all went wrong 
I’ll stand before the L0rd of Song 
With nothing on my tongue but Hal’luYah Hal’luYah (x4), Hal’luYah (x4)

1. These are references to the chord progression of this song. A “fourth” (IV) chord starts with the fourth note in the scale
counting from the note that gives its name to the key in which the song is played. A “fifth” (V) is made the same way. The
words, “the fourth, the fifth,” are sung to the fourth and fifth chords. The question to ask, though, is whether Cohen intends a
meaning beyond just the names of the chords.
2. Though this ostensibly is describing the way the chord progression goes from a minor chord to a major chord, it also refers to
David’s “minor” sins of adultery and murder (see next note) which are followed by the fulfillment of G0d’s promise to make
David the founder of G0d’s chosen dynasty (II Samuel 7:16). 
3. A reference to Bat-Sheva (II Samuel 11), whom King David saw bathing on the roof of her home near his palace. This led to
his committing adultery with her, and having her husband murdered so that he could marry her. Their liaison led to the birth of
David’s heir, Solomon.
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 dë §w ¦Y ©d THE HOPE
Text by Naphtali Herz Imber

Music by Samuel Cohen (probably),
based on Smetana’s The Moldau

,dn̈i ¦p §R aä ¥N ©A cFr l ’M
.dÏ ¦nFd i ¦cEd §i W ¤t«¤p

dn̈i «¦cẅ gẍ§f ¦n i ¥z£̀ ©t §lE
dÏ ¦tFv oFI ¦v §l o ¦i«©r

 Ÿ̀l cFrUb¥,ü §e ¦, v¬̈s §cẗ,
,m ¦i«©R §l ©̀  zFp §W z ©A dë §w ¦Y ©d
,Ep«¥v §x ©̀ §A i ¦W §t ’g mr̈ zFi §d ¦l

m ¦i«©lẄExi ¦e oFI ¦v u ¤x«¤̀.

As long as a 

Jewish heart beats, 

and as long as 

Jewish eyes look eastward,

Then we have not “lost our hope,”* Ezekiel 37:11

our two thousand year old hope

to be a free nation in our land,

the land of Zion and Jerusalem.

* See commentary, page 124.

aFH ©d G0D WHO IS GOOD
from the Modim prayer in the Amidah

 aFH ©d
,Li«¤n£g ©x Elk̈ Ÿ̀l i ¦M

 m ¥g ©x §n ©d §e
 Li «¤cq̈£g EO «©z Ÿ̀l i ¦M

.Kl̈ Epi«¦E ¦w ml̈Fr ¥n

(G0d, Wh0 is) Good,

of inexhaustable mercies;

and Merciful,

of never-depleted unconditional love --

We have always placed our hope in Y0u.

dl̈i«¦bp̈ däd̈ COME LET US BE GLAD
Text by Moshe Nathanson

dg̈ §n §U ¦p §e dl̈i«¦bp̈ däd̈
.dg̈ §n §U ¦p §e d́p̈ §P «©x §p däd̈

,mi ¦g ©̀  ExE «r ,ExE «r
. ©g«¥nÜ a ¥l §A mi ¦g ©̀  ExE «r

Come let us be glad 

Come let us rejoice. 

Arise, arise, brethren,

arise with a joyful heart.
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dẍi ¦W©p däd̈ LET US SING
Music attributed to Joseph Haydn

dïEl §l ©d xi ¦W dẍi «¦W©p däd̈ Let us sing a song of praise. Hallelu-Yah.

cI †YÎv ©n v́¥B ¦v BEHOLD, HOW GOOD
Psalm 133:1

 oh·¦gB̈Îv ©nU cI †YÎv ©n v́¥B ¦v
:s ©j«̈hÎo©D oh ¦́j ©t ,¤c¤J

Behold, how good and pleasant it is when

people dwell together as kin.

?i ¦l i ¦n i ¦l i ¦p £̀  oi ¥̀  m ¦̀ IF I AM NOT FOR MYSELF, 
WHO WILL BE FOR ME?

Text from Pirkey Avot and Haggadah
Music by Debbie Friedman

 ?i ¦l i ¦n ,i ¦l i ¦p £̀  oi ¥̀  m ¦̀
?i ¦p £̀  dn̈ ,i ¦n §v©r §l i ¦p £̀ ¤W §kE
?iz̈n̈i ¥̀  ,eiẄ §k©r Ÿ̀l m ¦̀ §e
 mc̈ ῭  aÏ ©g xFcë xFC l ’k §A

 Fn §v©r z ¤̀  zF` §x ¦l
 `Ed EN «¦̀ §M(`Ed EN «¦̀ §M) 

m ¦i «©x §v ¦O ¦n `v̈ï

If I am not for myself, who will be for me? 

But if I am for myself alone, what am I?

And if not now, when?           (Pirkey Avot 1:14)

In every generation, 

each Jew should feel 

as if

he (personally) left Egypt.

            (Haggadah, from Mishnah P’sachim 10:5)

Ev §x ¦z m ¦̀ IF Y0U WILL IT

Text by Theodore Herzl and Naphtali Herz Imber
Music by Debbie Friedman

Ev §x ¦Y m ¦̀
dc̈B̈ ©̀  Ff oi ¥̀

Ep«¥v §x ©̀ §A i ¦W §t ’g m©r zFi §d ¦l
m ¦i«©lẄExi ¦e oFi ¦v u ¤x«¤̀ §A

If you will it,

it is no legend 

to be a free people in our land, 

the land of Zion and Jerusalem.
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ÆiIbc̈§K ¦n h³¦T ¦t WITH ME FROM LEBANON
Text from Song of Songs 4:8, 1:15, 5:16

Music by Nira Chen

 ÆiIbc̈§K ¦n h³¦T ¦t
h ¦tI·cT̈ v º̈K ©F h¦T ¦t

,Iºhr̈£t ,Ib́«g §N ¦n
iI ºn §r ¤j §u Ærh¦b §G Jt« ³r ¥n

 h º¦,ḧ §g ©r Ævp̈ḧ Q³̈B ¦v
:oh«¦bIh Q¦h¬©bh ¥g

 h º¦g ¥r v́¤z Æh ¦sIs v³¤z
: ¦o·̈kJ̈U «r§h ,Ib §C

Æh ¦sIs v³¤z

With me from Lebanon –

With me, my bride, come with me.

From the lions’ dens,

from the top of Mt. Senir and Mt. Hermon

Behold, you are beautiful, my beloved,

your eyes are doves.

This is my beloved, this is my friend,

Daughters of Jerusalem.

This is my beloved!

J ¤s«É©C i ¥†F THUS IN HOLINESS
Psalm 63:3, 2

 Wh·¦,h ¦z£j J ¤s«É ©C i¥†F
:W «¤sIc §fU ÀW §ZªŒg ,I¬t §r¦k

 h À¦J §p©b | ÆW§k v Ä̈t §nm̈
h·¦rG̈ §c Ẃ§k V´©nF̈

Thus in holiness I have envisioned Y0u, 

seeing Y0ur might and glory.

My soul thirsts for Y0u – 

My flesh longs for Y0u.
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           i ¦cŸec dk̈ §l                   LET’S G0, MY BEL0VED (S0UL)

by AvRam Aryeh
Mystical English paraphrase which is singable (to any L’chah Dodi tune!)

Let’s go, greet the bride my friend,
Let’s go meet Shabbat once again.

Guard and Remember in one Divine W0rd
0ur Unique G0d caused us to hear

Ad0nay is 0ne and G0d’s Name is 0ne
Wow! the fame and the beauty and praise!

Let’s get up and all go to greet Shabbat
For it’s the s0urce from which we’re all blessed.

P0ured f0rth primeval, preceding all,
Last created, yet first conceived.

Royal City, Holy City of Light
Rise, renewed, right out of your ruins

Enough of your wallowing in self-pity!
G0d’s heart is melting for you.

Get yourself up and shake the dust off!
Get dressed again in your fine clothes!
Along with King David, Jesse’s son,

Be near my soul, and rescue me!

Wake yourself up, my friend, wake up!
See, your light is shining, so shine!

Rouse yourself, get up, sing out your song
G0d’s gl0ry’s revealed through you!

Don’t be embarrassed and don’t be ashamed,
Why are you so silent? Why are you so shy?

My people’s poor take shelter in Y0u
We’ll build a City right here on its ruin!

Those who’ve tormented you will all fade away
Far away where they won’t be a threat.

You and your G0d will be happy once again 
Just like grooms and brides rejoicing on their day!

So, H0ly City, spread out south and north, 
And kn0w your success is from Being ItSelf,

Wh0 caused your expansion through David the King:
We are elated, celebrating Y0ur rule!

Come in peace, Cr0wn of your L0ve,
Come in j0y and in s0ng and in dance.

Among the faithful, treasured people all,
We bow as we say: She’s here! She’s wh0le! N0w we are c0mplete!
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L’CHI LACH
based on Genesis 12:1-3

W§k Q¥k \Q̈k h ¦f§k GET YOURSELF GOING
Text by Debbie Friedman,
Music by Savina Teubal

and Debbie Friedman

L’chi lach*, to a land that I will show you.
Lech l’cha* to a place you do not know.
L’chi lach, on your journey I will bless you.
And you will be a blessing (3x)
L’chi lach.

*Get yourself going (feminine)
*Get yourself going (masculine)

L’chi lach, and I will make your name great.
Lech l’cha, and all will praise your name.
L’chi lach, to a land that I will show you.
L’simchat chayim* (3x)
L’chi lach.

*As a joy to life

h·̈g ¥r §u h́ ©j ©tÎi ©g«©n§k FOR MY BROTHERS & FRIENDS
Psalm 122:8-9. English by Shlomo

Carlebach as adapted by David Zeller

h·̈g ¥r §u h́ ©j ©tÎi ©g«©n§k
Îi ©g«©n§ki ©zFi §g ©̀h·̈g ¥r §u 

) ẗBÎvr̈ §C ©s£t(ẗBÎvr̈ §C ©s£t
Q«̈C oÍkJ̈

Ubh·¥v«k¡t v́ü«v§hÎ,h«¥C i ©g ©n§ †k 

Q«̈k cIý v̈J §e ©c£t

Because of my brothers and friends

Because of my sisters and friends

please let me ask, please let me say

Peace to you!

For the sake of the House

the House of haShem

I seek the best for you.

U,h¦j §J©hÎt««k §u Ug¬¥rḧÎt««k THEY WILL NOT HARM NOR
DESTROY

Text from Isaiah

Music by William Sharlin

///U,h¦j §J©hÎt««k §u Ug¬¥rḧÎt««k
oh À¦T ¦t§k o ¹̈,Ic §r ©j U,̧ §T ¦f §u
,I ºr ¥n §z ©n§k Æo ¤vh ¥,I «,h¦b£j«©u

c ¤r º¤j ÆhIDÎk ¤t hI³d t ¸̈¬ ¦hÎt««k
v«̈nj̈§k ¦n sI g U ¬s §n§k¦hÎt««k §u

They will not harm nor destroy...      Isaiah 11:9

they will beat their swords into plows

and their spears into pitchforks,

Nation will not raise sword against nation, 

nor will they learn war anymore.        Isaiah 2:4
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Li«¤lr̈ Ÿ̀l IT IS NOT YOUR DUTY
Text by Rabbi Tarfon, in Pirkey Avot 

Mishnah version 2:16,15 (Siddur version: 2:21,20)

Music by Jeff Klepper and Daniel Freelander

xŸn §b ¦l dk̈`l̈ §O ©d Li«¤lr̈ Ÿ̀l
 oi ¦xFg o ¤a dŸ ©̀  Ÿ̀l §e

.dP̈«¤O ¦n l ¥hÄ ¦d §l
 xv̈ẅ mFI ©d

dÄ ªx §n dk̈`l̈ §O ©d §e
mi ¦l ¥v£r mi ¦l£rFR ©d §e

d ¥A §x ©d xk̈V̈ ©d §e
w ¥gFC z ¦i «©A ©d l©r«©aE

It is not your duty to complete the work. 

Neither are you free 

to desist from it.

The day is short 

and the work is great

The workers are lazy 

and the reward is much

And the homeowner is impatient.

hI³d t ¸̈¬ ¦hÎt««k NATION WILL NOT RAISE
Isaiah 2:4

Music by Shalom Altman

 c ¤r º¤j ÆhIDÎk ¤t hI³d t ¸̈¬ ¦hÎt««k
U ¬s §n§k¦hÎt««k §u* :v«̈nj̈§k ¦n sI g

Nation will not raise sword against nation, 

neither will they learn war anymore.   Isaiah 2:4

And everyone ‘neath their vine and fig tree,
Will live in peace and unafraid,
And* into plowshares beat their swords,
Nation will learn war no more.  (English additions from similar verses in Micah 4:3-4)

*Though both Micah and Isaiah have the letter  vav/“and”, which we use in the translation, most people don’t sing it in the Hebrew.

Ẃ §,r̈I, h́¥kUk WERE Y0UR TORAH
by Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach

h·̈g ªJ£g«©J Ẃ §,r̈I, h́¥kUk
:h«¦h §b’g §c h ¦T §ś ©cẗ z̈t

Were Y0ur Torah not my delight

I would be lost in my own pain.
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Uc«¬YÎv ©n HOW LOVELY
Numbers 24:5

 c«·e£g«©h Wh¤kv̈« «t Uc«¬YÎv ©n
:k«¥tr̈ §G¦h Wh¤,«b §F §J ¦n

How lovely are your tents, O Jacob, 

your dwelling places, O Israel!

mFi ©d d ¤tï d ©n HOW BEAUTIFUL IS THIS DAY
Lyrics by Shimshon Chalfi

Music by Isachar Miron

 ,mFI ©d d ¤tï d ©n
mFlẄ zÄ ©W

mFlẄ zÄ ©W zÄ ©W

How beautiful is this day 

of Shabbat peace.

Jh ¦t ¨†vÎh «¦n WHO...DESIRES LIFE?
Psalm 34:13-15

Music by Baruch Chait

dh oh·¦H ©j .´¥pj̈ ¤v Jh ¦t ¨†vÎh «¦n 
 :cI «y ,I¬t §r¦k oh À¦n Œ̈h c¬¥v«»t

shWh À¤,p̈ §G ŒU g·̈r ¥n Ẃ §bIJ§k r«́m§b 
 :v«̈n §r ¦n r¬¥C ©S ¦n

uy cI ·yÎv ¥G£g«©u gr̈ ¥†n rUx́ 
:Uv«¥p §s ’r §u oÍkJ̈ J ¥E ©C

Who among you desires life,

loves each day, seeing the good?

You who guard your tongue from evil,

and your lips from deceitful speech;

turn away from evil, do good,

seeking peace and pursuing it.

K ©x ¥A ¤W i ¦n HEALING PRAYER
by Debbie Friedman and Drora Setel

Mi sheberach avotenu m’kor hab’racha l’imotenu
May the source of strength who blessed the ones before us
Help us find the courage to make our lives a blessing
And let us say: Amen.

Mi sheberach imotenu m’kor hab’racha la’avotenu
Bless those in need of healing with r’fuah sh’lemah
The renewal of body, the renewal of spirit
And let us say: Amen.
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mŸelẄ Ÿ̀aï cŸer PEACE WILL COME
by Mosh Ben-Ari

Epi«¥l©r mŸelẄ Ÿ̀aï cŸer
ml̈EM l©r §e

 mŸelẄm`` ©l` ©q
ml̈Ÿerd̈ l ’M l©r §e Epi«¥l©r

 mŸelẄm`` ©l` ©q

Peace will reign down upon us

and on everyone.

Shalom (Salaam)!

On us and on the whole world!

Shalom (Salaam)!

*Salaam is Arabic for “peace”.

g ©́nẌ¦h »sIg AGAIN MAY IT BE HEARD
Jeremiah 33:10-11

g´©nẌ¦h »sIg
 Ævs̈Uv§h h³¥rg̈ §C

¦o·̈kJ̈U «r§h ,Iḿ ªj §cU
 v À̈j §n ¦G kIé §u iI ºGG̈ kIé

v̧K̈ ©F kIé §u »i,̈j̈ kIé

Again may it be heard 

in the cities of Judah

And in the streets of Jerusalem

The voice of gladness, the voice of happiness,

The voice of bridegroom and bride.

©g ª́rz̈ rI t LIGHT IS SOWN
Psalm 97:11

c¬¥kÎh ¥r §J¦h§kU eh·¦S ©M©k ©g ª́rz̈ rI t
:v«̈j §n ¦G

Light is sown for the righteous; 

and for the true-hearted, joy.
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SABBATH PRAYER
Adapted from Fiddler on the Roof by Jerry Bock and Sheldon Harnick

May haShem protect and defend you.
May G0d always shield you from shame.
May you come to be in Yisra’El a shining name.

May you be like Ruth and like Esther.
May you be deserving of praise.
Strengthen us, haShem, and keep us from the stranger’s ways.

Women: May G0d bless you and grant you long life.
Men: May haShem fulfill our Sabbath prayer for you.
Women: May G0d keep you and shield you from strife.
Men: May haShem in wisdom always care for you.
Women: May haShem protect and defend you.
Men: May haShem protect and defend you.
Women: May G0d always shield you from shame.
Men: May G0d always shield you from shame.
Women: Favor us, haShem,
Men: Favor us, haShem,
Women: With happiness and peace.
Men: With happiness ...
All: O hear our Sabbath prayer... Amen.
All: May haShem protect and defend you... Amen.

dM̈ §l ©O ©d zÄ ©W THE SABBATH BRIDE

Hebrew by Chaim Nachman Bialik

zFpl̈i ¦̀ d̈ WŸ̀ x ¥n dÖ ©g ©d
 ,dẅ §N ©Y §q ¦p

 z` ©x §w ¦l ` ¥v¥p §e E` «ŸA
 ,dM̈ §l ©O ©d zÄ ©W

z ¤c «¤xFi `i ¦d d¥P ¦d
,dk̈Ex §A ©d ,dẄFc §T ©d

mi ¦k ῭ §l ©n DÖ ¦r §e
.dg̈Ep §nE mFlẄ `ä §v
!dM̈ §l ©O ©d ,i ¦̀ ŸA ,i ¦̀ ŸA

.dN̈ ©M ©d ,i ¦̀ ŸA ,i ¦̀ ŸA
 ,m ¤ki ¥l£r mFlẄ

!mFlẌ ©d i ¥k £̀ §l ©n

The sun on the treetops

no longer is seen.

Come gather to welcome

the Sabbath our Queen.

Behold her descending,

the holy, the blest,

and with her the angels

of peace and of rest.

O come, O come, O Sabbath bride!

O come, O come, and here abide.

Peace be to you,

O you angels of peace!
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mFlẄ mi ¦U ESTABLISH PEACE

The last prayer from the Morning Amidah

 dk̈ẍ §aE däFh mFlẄ mi ¦U
mi ¦n£g ©x §e c ¤q«¤gë o ¥g

Establish peace, goodness, and blessing,

graciousness, kindness, and compassion

¦o²©kJ̈U «r§hÎ, ¤t///UGh³¦G GLADDEN JERUSALEM

Text from Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Numbers

Music by Akiva Nof

1¦o²©kJ̈U «r§hÎ, ¤t///UGh³¦G
2V̈c Ukh¬¦d §u

v̈h·¤c£v ««tÎk’F (V̈c Ukh¬¦d §u)
(v̈h·¤c£v ««tÎk’F)

 Q¦h́ ©,«nI «jÎk ©gc ¦eC̈ xi ¦r3 

 oh º¦r §n« «J Æh ¦T §s ©̧e §p ¦v
vk̈§h²©K ©vÎk’f §u oIH̄ ©vÎk’F

///,´©j ¥TÎk ©t §u ///Átr̈h ¦TÎk ©t
c« ³e£g«©h h ¦̧S §c ©g

i ¦M 2 Wh¤t§b ©G §n ///ÆUm ª̧pḧ
:Wh«¤bP̈ ¦n

 ÆQ¦ḩ©bh ¥g ch³¦cẍÎh ¦t §G
 öKªF h º¦t §rU

Q·̈kÎUt«̈c Uḿ §C §e¦b

 ÆQ ¥N ©g §u
oh º¦eh ¦S ©m óK̈ªF

.¤r·̈t UJ §rh́¦h ökIg§k

Gladden Jerusalem

Rejoice in her

those who love her!

                                                    Isaiah 66:10

On your walls, City of David,

I have posted guards

all day and all night.

                                                      Isaiah 62:6

Don’t fear... or worry, Jacob...

for your enemies will be scattered

from before you.

           Jeremiah 30:10 (or 46:27), Numbers 10:35

Raise your eyes and see: All

have gathered and are coming to you”

(Jerusalem).

                                                Isaiah 60:4 (or 49:18)

Your people 

are all righteous.

They will inherit the Land forever.

                                                               Isaiah 60:21

1 The verse begins “simchu” another word for gladden. Sisu actually follows gilu vah in the verse. The songwriter rearranged these words.
2 Despite the fact that the words v’gilu and v’yafutzu begin with a vav, the song was written without them.
3 The songwriter substituted City of David/Ir David for Jerusalem  which is in the verse.
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ON FESTIVALS

W·¤D ©j §C ̈T §j ©n«̈G §u 
BE HAPPY ON YOUR FESTIVAL

Deuteronomy 16:14 beginning-15 end

sh W·¤D ©j §C ̈T §j ©n«̈G §u 
: ©j«¥nG̈ Q¬©t ,̈h¦hv̈ §u

Be happy on your festival:

and you’ll be sooooooo happy!

(Æoh ¦s §c« «tv̈ Ut À̈cU) ¦o·̈kJ̈U «r§h YERUSHALAYIM
Isaiah 27:13

 Æoh ¦s §c« «tv̈ Ut À̈cU
 rU ºX ©t . ¤ŕ ¤t §C

 o¦h·̈r §m ¦n . ¤ŕ ¤t §C oh¦jS̈¦B ©v §u

 v²̈u«vh©k Uū£j«©T §J ¦v §u
 J ¤s« E ©v r¬©v §C

:o«̈kJ̈Urh ¦C

They’ll come: those lost 

in Assyria, 

and those scattered in Egypt

to worship Ad0nay 

on the holy mountain 

in Jerusalem!

oI¬kJ̈Îh «¦v§h LET THERE BE PEACE

Psalm 122:7

 Q·¥kh ¥j §C oI¬kJ̈Îh «¦v§h
Q¦h«̈,Ib §n §r ©t §C vÀ̈u§k ©ŒJ

Let there be peace in your rampart(s),

contentment in your citadels, (Jerusalem).
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iI¬H Å¦M ¦n vÀ̈u«v§h ¬W §f ¤rc̈§h AD0NAY WILL BLESS Y0U
FROM ZION

Text from Psalm 128:5, 6

Music by David Weinkrantz

 iI¬H Å¦M ¦n vÀ̈u«v§h ¬W §f ¤rc̈§h
 ¦o·̈kJ̈U «r§h cUý §C v ¥t §r †U
(iI¬H Å¦M ¦n vÀ̈u«v§h ¬W §f ¤rc̈§h)

 :Wh«¤H ©j h́ ¥n§h k«ÀŒF
 Wh·¤bc̈§k oh¬¦bc̈Îv«¥t §rU
:k«¥tr̈ §G¦hÎk ©g oI Àk ¨ ŒJ

Ad0nay will bless you from Zion

May you see the welfare of Jerusalem

(Ad0nay will bless you from Zion)

All the days of your life.

May you see your children’s children:

Peace be upon Israel.

o¦h ©nẌ ©†v Uj́ §n §G¦h THE SKIES ARE HAPPY

Text from Psalm 96:11

 o¦h ©nẌ ©†v Uj́ §n §G¦h
 . ¤r·̈tv̈ ḱ¥d,̈ §u

:I «t«k §nU oÀ̈H ©Œv o¬©g §r«¦h

The skies are happy! 

Earth exults! 

The ocean roars, and all that fills it!

UN³©T¦h MAY SINS* CEASE
Psalm 104:35

Based on a translation by B’rurYah in the
Talmud,Tractate B’rachot, p 10a

  UN³©T¦h (UN³©T ¦h) oh ¦̧tŸ ©j
. ¤r ¿̈tv̈Îi ¦n

(. ¤r ¿̈tv̈Îi ¦n oh ¦̧tŸ ©j)
 oÀ̈bh ¥t sIÄg oh³¦gJ̈ §rU

vÀ̈u«v§hÎ, ¤t h ¦J §p©†b h́ ¦f §r«̈C
:V«̈hUk§k«©v

May sins cease

from the world

and evildoers be no more.

Bless haShem, O my soul

Praise Yah!

* See Parable of B’rurYah, page 172.
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A Parable of Nachshon Ben Amminadav

A Parable of Shifra and Pu’ah
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170
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A Parable of Gid’on

A Parable of B’ruryah

171

172

A PARABLE OF NOAH
by AvRam Aryeh and Evan Kirshenbaum

Neighbor by neighbor, the world turned evil,
We were thrown out of our lives, into camps, and killed,

All because the righteous, among whom we lived, gave in to the gangs,
Out of fear, out of hate, out of their minds.

“Now, Noah was righteous in his generations.” (Genesis 6:9)
Throughout the many generations he lived, during which the world degenerated.

Rabbi Yochanan said: “In his generations, but not in other generations.” (Talmud, Sanhedrin 108a)
For only in comparison to those evil generations was he righteous. 

But Resh Lakish replied, “If in his generations, then even more so in other generations.
For if he was able to stay good in a world so corrupt it needed to be drowned, 

how much better would he have been in a decent world?”

Tikkun 0lam, repairing the world, begins with each of us.
Could we stand up to murderers, be they alone or in mobs or armies?

Could we testify against criminals who threaten us and our loved ones?
Could we put ourselves in danger to save those who cannot save themselves?

Even if, G0d forbid, gangs run riot in our streets,
And, neighbor by neighbor, the world turns evil?
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A PARABLE OF NACHSHON BEN AMMINADAV
based on the Talmud, Tractate Sotah, page 37a

by AvRam Aryeh

On a howling moonrising midnight, Egypt’s chariots catching up,
Moses heard G0d urge Yisra’El forward, so he called us to plunge into the Sea.

Nachshon, Chief of Yehudah, rushed down into the surf, but the Sea did not part.
He waded in deeper, water lapping at his knees, but the Sea still did not part.

He walked on, waves wrapping around his waist, still the Sea did not part.
On the shore, we just-escaped slaves, watched him, frozen in fear, quivering in the darkness.

We saw the wind-whipped waters wash over his shoulders, and still the Sea did not part.
Until his head dipped down below the churning darkness, only then did the Sea split, 

Revealing Nachson waving to us, leading us on toward the far shore.

May we find the courage, hope, and perseverance 
To follow our vision of the right way to go, 

The right way to be.
We know that seas may not open until we have committed ourselves fully,

And walked into the breakers alone.

A PARABLE OF SHIFRA AND PU’AH
by AvRam Aryeh

Note: Egypt, Mitzrayim in Hebrew, comes from the word Tzar,
narrow/oppressor, and Metzar, a narrow place. Mitzrayim means the

“two-narrows” (banks of the Nile), as well as the place of “two-oppressions.”

A new King rose over Egypt, 
Over Mitzrayim, the Land of “Double Oppression,”

A new King who did not recognize Joseph, (Exodus 1:8)
Or what he had done to save Egypt from famine.

What he saw were the Hebrews increasing,
Threatening to outpopulate his own people.

So he commanded all the midwives to throw baby boys into the Nile.
And they all did, except for Shifra, except for Pu’ah,

Who stood before Pharaoh, and lied rather than murder babies.
Of the myriad midwives, just two refused to drown the innocent.

Even when dragged before the King, who could kill them,
They stuck to their tale that kept babies, like Moses, alive.

And that is how the Book of Exodus, the redemption from Egypt begins:
Two midwives, with the courage to stand before Pharaoh and lie, so as not to murder.

And meanwhile a basket floated down the Nile,
A baby, born and left alive, to redeem us all.
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A PARABLE OF GID’ON (Gideon)
by AvRam Aryeh

The enemy army swarmed like locusts across our land, eating us up alive,
Until G0d called Gid’on, an unlikely leader, to stem their surge.

Gid’on challenged G0d: “If Y0u are with us, why has this evil happened? 
Where are Y0ur miracles our ancestors told us about: the Exodus, the Reed Sea?”

And G0d insisted that Gid’on would be that miracle.
Yet Gid’on, in fear, replied, “But G0d, how can I save Yisra’El? 

My clan is the poorest of our tribe, 
and I am the youngest in my clan.”

But G0d sent people rallying to him, 
and he found them calling him their leader.

Thousands marched out with him, and they camped beside the Quaking Spring, 
with Teacher’s Hill shielding them from the enemy.

Then G0d told Gid’on, “There are too many people with you.
If I let Yisra’El win, they’ll brag that they won by themselves.

So first send the fearful home.”
He did, and twelve thousand melted away.

Then G0d said, “There are ten thousand left, 
And that is still too many; so test them with water.”

Gid’on led them to the brook and ordered them all to drink.
Most knelt down by the waterside, bowed, and cupped the water up,

But three hundred lay full down to drink in the spring.
And G0d promised Gid’on, “With these three hundred I will save you.”

What was the test, and what was the message?
Too many maybes muddle the way and bend the many low;

But those few who lay their whole selves down
Are the ones who’ll bring us up.
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A PARABLE OF B’RURYAH
by AvRam Aryeh

Based on B’rurYah’s version of Psalm 104:35 in the Talmud, 
Tractate B’rachot, p 10a

UN³©T¦h . ¤r ¿̈tv̈Îi ¦n oh ¦̧tŸ ©j
ob̈h ¥t sIg | oh ¦gJ̈ §rU

vü«v§hÎ, ¤t h ¦J §p©b h́ ¦f §r«̈C
:V«̈hUk§k«©v 

May they cease, sins/sinners from the world

and evil? (Be) no more.

Bless, my s0ul, haShem:

Praise-Yah!

It happened that Rabbi Meir’s neighborhood was bedeviled by robber gangs who terrorized him and
made his life miserable. 

In his anger and his fear he did not know what else to do, so Rabbi Meir prayed that they die. 

His wife, B’rurYah, challenged him: “Why should such a prayer be permitted?”

He answered, “The Psalm says, ‘May sinners cease from the world.’”

So she asked, “Does the Psalm say chot’im, which always means sinners? No, it reads, chatta’im, which can
both mean sinners and the sins themselves.”

But Rabbi Meir persisted, “The end of the verse says: ‘and the wicked be no more.’” and he continued to
pray for their death.

So B’rurYah said, “Don’t you see that you can pray for the sinners to change? If they do t’shuvah, if they
repent, then there will be no more wicked.”

It is said that he then prayed for them to repent, and, as so frequently happens in our people’s stories, if
not in our lives, they did repent.

In our anger, mistrust, and fear, do we pray for the death of the wicked, or for the life of the world?

*The word for sinners can be either one of two word forms: chot’im, which always means those who sin, and chatta’im, which can
either mean the sinners, or the sins themselves. In this Psalm it is chatta’im, and B’rurYah chose to read it as wishing for the sins, not
the sinners, to be finished.
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