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How does God call me to be in the world? How does God call me to be in my work?
How does God call me to be in and with my family? These are all versions of the same
question: “How does God call me to be?” And I could ask it differently. How does God call you
to be? How does God all us to be? And for some of us, it will resonate more phrased as “How
are you called to be?” without referencing God.
If we were to parse these questions, we might wonder about the mechanism—the “How
does God call?” part of it. But I’m more interested in the last part—“to be.” How does God call
us to be—to act, to behave? And it’s not about what we do or accomplish, necessarily—it’s
how we be—how we carry ourselves and behave.
It feels like something that is doable and approachable because it’s not a huge project—
it’s just one action or interaction at a time.
Now, we don’t usually speak in this language of God calling us to do or be. For me,
there was something in the unfamiliar formulation that caught my attention. And the question
came from a Christian minister I was speaking with earlier this week.
The next day I found myself having a number of conversations with people going
through very difficult times in their lives, and I found myself trying to be in those conversations
as I might imagine God calls or would call me to be in them.
That involves meeting each person where they were, and not inserting too much of
myself and my needs into the conversations.
Another powerful element of this kind of question is that it’s about reawakening within
each of us that sense of who we truly are, or strive to be, but sometimes forget to be. It’s like
bringing up at a budget meeting the core, focusing question, “what’s our purpose as an
organization?” It brings us back to our core commitments and reasons for being.
But the way we’re called to be is not static—it may change, or the way we understand it
may change.
The Torah on several occasions, including the first verse of this week’s parasha, urges us
not merely to follow God’s commandments, but to walk in God’s statues. There’s motion, and
journeying, movement, effort, and change inherent and inevitable in living a life of mitzvot.
Have you ever been in a place with poor cellphone reception? You walk around, trying
different places, constantly trying to see if you can hear better, and it fades in and out. I
remember doing this in the pre-cellphone days, trying to listen to Mets games on a radio while
at summer camp. For a few minutes, the game would be so clear, but then a cloud or a
mosquito would pass by and everything returned to static. I’d keep trying the same place, the
same place on the AM dial, but it would never be the same.
This, I think, is one way of understanding this idea of walking in the mitzvot—we’re
always trying to hear better the ways we are called to be in the world. And so we walk around,
doing mitzvot, hoping this way or that, to get that rare, clear broadcast.
The Torah portion offers that if we walk in God’s statutes, then good things will happen,
and some blessings are enumerated. But if we do not, then the many curses that are
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enumerated will befall us. But the language preceding each section of curses is noteworthy.
It’s not simply if we don’t do this or that. Over and over, it uses the language of hearing. If we
don’t hear (often translated as obey, but literally: hear), then these curses will come.
We each need to strive to hear the way God calls us to be—in our work, in our
friendships, in our families, in our volunteer positions, and fundamentally, in every interaction
we have with another human being.
Before a hard conversation, ask yourself, “How is God calling me to be in this moment?”
Shabbat shalom.
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ויקרא פרק כו
(ג) ִאם בְּ חֻ קֹּתַ י ֵּתלֵּכּו וְּ אֶ ת ִמ ְּצוֹּתַ י ִת ְּש ְּמרּו וַ ע ֲִשיתֶ ם אֹּתָ ם:
ויקרא פרק כו
(יד) וְּ ִאם ֹלא ִת ְּש ְּמעּו לִ י וְּ ֹלא תַ עֲשּו אֵּ ת ָכל הַ ִמ ְּצוֹּת הָ אֵּ לֶה:
יתי:
(טו) וְּ ִאם בְּ חֻ קֹּתַ י ִת ְּמָאסּו וְּ ִאם אֶ ת ִמ ְּשפָ טַ י ִתגְּ עַ ל נַפְּ ְּשכֶם לְּ בִ לְּ ִתי עֲשוֹּת אֶ ת ָכל ִמ ְּצוֹּתַ י לְּ הַ פְּ ְּרכֶם אֶ ת בְּ ִר ִ
ויקרא פרק כו
יח) וְּ ִאם עַ ד אֵּ לֶה ֹלא ִת ְּש ְּמעּו לִ י
ויקרא פרק כו
(כא) וְּ ִאם ֵּתלְּ כּו עִ ִמי ֶק ִרי וְּ ֹלא תֹּאבּו לִ ְּשמֹּעַ לִ י
ויקרא פרק כו
(כז) וְּ ִאם בְּ זֹּאת ֹלא ִת ְּש ְּמעּו לִ י וַ הֲ לַכְּ ֶתם עִ ִמי בְּ ֶק ִרי:
We need to be sensitive to that call. In our work here at the shul, to be doing it the way God
calls us to. To be with our families the way God calls us to. And to be in the world the way God
calls us to.
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