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Kol Rinah Leadership

Kol Rinah Board
Gary Kodner	 President
Randi Mozenter	 Chair of the Board
Joel Schwartz	 VP Communications
Dan Rosenthal	 VP Development
Jeremy Buhler	 VP Education / Ritual
Joel Portman	 VP Engagement
David Cooperstein	 VP Facilities
Denise Field	 VP Personnel
Cindy Payant	 Secretary
Janice Shenker	 Treasurer

Serving Through 2022

Elisa Israel, Jerry Nuell, Joel Portman, Jim 
Singman, Sherri Sadon, Skylar Swim, Karen 
Wetmore

Serving Through 2023
Mike Besmer, Pat Cohen, Mike Gartenberg, 
Esti Goldman, Maurice Guller, Karen Rader, 
Alan Rosenberg

Serving Through 2024

Bette Abeles, Lauren Brenner, Alissa Duel, 
Rebecca Mollett, Aaron Schwartz, Barbara 
Shamir, Lvav Spector, Katherine Tynan

Past Presidents Board Representatives

Ralph Graff, Steve Keyser

Staff
Stacey Hudson	 Executive Director
Nancy Greene	 Executive Assistant
Meir Zimand 	 Director of Operations & Finance
Karen Kern	 Engagement Coordinator 
Octavio Vargas- Norwood Janitorial 
	 Facilities / Maintenance

Ritual 
Noah Arnow	 Rabbi
Jonathan Belsky	 Ba’al Koreh
Mark Fasman, Benson Skoff zt”l, 
Mordecai Miller	 Rabbis Emeriti

Education
Scott Shafrin 
	 Religious School Director / Associate Rabbi
Karen Kern 	 KoREH Assistant
Liz Collins	 Early Childhood Center Director

Auxiliary Groups
Bob Olshan	 Brotherhood President
Linda Carton 	 Sisterhood President
Marilyn Dien	 Women's Social Group

Committee Chairs 
Stacey Hudson	 Building Opening Task Force
Gina Bernstein, Dan Rosenthal 
	 Capital Campaign/Development
Barbara Bianco, Paula J. Lemerman	 Chesed
Wendy Love Anderson 
	 Inferfaith Inclusion / Ritual
Tovah Enger, Joel Schwartz	 Communications
Rhiannon Kaye	 ECC

Gary Kodner	 Engagement
Dave Cooperstein	 Facilities
Gary Kodner	 Finance
Barbara Shamir	 Halls & Catering
Esti Goldman, Bob Olshan	 Israel
Rabbi Scott Shafrin	 KoREH 
Denise Field	 Personnel
Benj Singer	 Social Action / Tzedek Team
Skylar Swim	 Community Learning
Beth Rubin 	  USY
Ralph Graff, Richard Gavatin 
	 Verein Discussion Group

Our mission is to create 

a welcoming community that 

embraces Torah and meaningful 

worship, lifelong learning, music, 

Israel and Tikkun Olam, guided by 

the tenets of Conservative Judaism. 

Kol Rinah welcomes 
everyone. We are a dynamic 

and forward-looking congregation 

where all generations come 

together to experience Judaism 

in innovative ways. We are a 

diverse congregation, proud to be 

made up of Jews and the Jew-

curious, singles, couples, families 

of all shapes and sizes, multi-faith/

multicultural households, people 

who identify as LGBTQ+, people of 

color, of all abilities and more.

Learn Haftarah, 
Trope or Prayer
Contact Howard Belsky 
314.546.0810  
or howardbelsky@gmail.com

Shabbat Kiddush?
Call the office, 314.727.1747.
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A Message from Our Rabbi
Rabbi Noah Arnow - Senior Rabbi	 RabbiArnow@kolrinahstl.org

As I write this, we’re in the midst of 
Sukkot; when you read this, we’ll be 
on the other side of the Jewish holiday 
season. And it’s been a busy holiday 
season at Kol Rinah, between programs 
in Elul to prepare for Rosh Hashana 
and Yom Kippur, the High Holy Days 
themselves, tashlich, Sukkot, three 
evenings of Sukkot programming 
(Brotherhood, Young Families, and 
Sisterhood), a Shabbat Chol Hamoed 
program on end-of-life, Hoshana 
Rabba and an end-of-Hoshana Rabba 
klezmer concert, Shemini Atzeret with 
Yizkor (twice), and then Simchat Torah, 
both the evening and morning. Not 
to mention all the regular weekday, 
Shabbat and festival services. 

We do a lot around the holidays! And 
there’s much more we could do, too. By 
the time we even start thinking about 
Simchat Torah though, I’m exhausted 
— even if it’s only August. 

I love having all the smaller programs 
— relationships are formed in smaller 
gatherings, they’re less overwhelming, 
can be more informal, and are easier to 
put on and run. Everything’s easier with 
seven or thirty or fifty people rather than 
a hundred or two hundred. Having more 
small events also means we can appeal 
more specifically to the needs of different 

synagogue constituencies — including 
time, food, style, focus, and activities. It 
gives different groups an opportunity to 
take charge of something, too. 

I also wonder though what a different 
model could look like. Rosh Hashana 
and Yom Kippur are so exciting, in part, 
because of the energy of having so many 
people all present together. As it says in 
Proverbs 14:28, “The King dwells in the 
multitude of people,” and we understand 
this to mean that God is [more] present 
in a big crowd than a small crowd. 

What would it feel like to have a single 
synagogue-wide Sukkot event that 
would bring a much bigger crowd 
than we usually get for any single 
Sukkot program? It’d be much more 
challenging, and more energizing 
too. Would less Sukkot programming 
mean that we could focus on Simchat 
Torah more? Or should we perhaps de-
emphasize Sukkot to really plan for and 
push and celebrate Simchat Torah? 

How should we as a congregation plan 
and prioritize these things? Who should 

be making these decisions? If people 
want to have a program, should the 
answer automatically be yes? If we 
wanted to focus our efforts on Simchat 
Torah, how would/could we do that? Is 
it even necessary to focus — can we 
essentially have as many programs 
and events and services going on 
as people will plan, and assume that 
enough people will come to everything 
to make each thing worthwhile? Or if we 
plan too many things in a short span of 
time, does that mean there will be less 
attendance, less energy ?

I don’t have answers to these 
questions. But I do find myself curious, 
wondering. What do you think? How 
much programming is too much? Are 
we there? Is there value to slimming our 
offerings to focus more? Or not? Or not 
yet? And if we did want to focus, who 
chooses, and who has to say no, and 
who is told they can’t do their program?  

Synagogue life is surprisingly complex, 
and dynamic. I’m already looking 
forward to the holidays next year! 
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November Birthdays
Jonah Abeles, Benjamin Flug, Nira Asher 

Geller, Barb Perlmutter, Sharon Rosenberg, 

David Berger, Erica Buchalter, Jackie 

Fenster, Juliet Chayat, Nancy Drake, 

Sandra Goldford, Shay Kweskin, Karen 

Rader, Patricia Rosen, Betty Siegel, Riav 

Feit, David Fox, Patsy Spector, Joel Brok, 

Barbara Shamir, Margaret Israel, Tamara 

Miller, Benjamin Spector, Maya Besmer, 

Richard Feldman, William Hoffman, Charles 

Johnson, Charlotte Moss, Shula Neuman, 

Alisa Reichman, Jonathan Zoller, Toby 

Zaidman, Ashley Harken, Henry Lega, Linda 

Biggs, Byron Katcher, Aaron Mandel, Elaine 

Tenzer, Derek Wetmore, Marilyn Dien, 

Rachel Gottlieb, Abraham Horowitz, Steven 

Kayman, Rachel Shenker, Garry Vickar, 

Michael Wetmore, Susan Allen, Samuel 

Bashkin, Leslie Johnson, Megan Meyers, 

Morgan Meyers, Maayan Olshan, Sidney 

Sapot, Aaron Schwartz, Gail Appleson, 

David Braude, Amy LeDeaux, Peggy 

Nehmen, Linda Makler, Trina Schukar, 

Deborah Wohl, Aviva Buck-Yael, Yoseph 

Santer, David Reznick, Cassie Feldman, 

Trudie Huss, Isabelle Schultz, David 

Cooperstein, Margaret Gillerman, John 

Perlmutter, Rachel Sanger, Steven Aroesty, 

Ethan Bernstein, Diane Kopitsky, Cynthia 

Vickar, Brenda Grossman, Assael Papour, 

Zachary Wexelman, Sima Needleman, 

Bradley Reichman

November 
Anniversaries

Sasha & Blair Kweskin

Georgia Zev & Delaney Holden

Sally & Adam Hendin

Aaron & Molly Schwartz

Harold & Karen Karabell

Michael & Gina Bernstein

Rebecca & Christopher Mollett

Jonathan & Stephanie Zoller

Zeke & Skylar Swim

Joel & Leah Frankel

Brian & Barb Herstig

Marvin & Doris Lerner

Stephen & Darien Arnstein

Henry & Esther Claire Lega

Mark & Alice Fasman

Stephen & Nancy Keyser

Jerrold & Rosalyn Schwartz

Barry & Sheila Durlester

Michael Greenfield & Claire Halpern

Harvey & Jackie Fenster

Donald & Joanne Singer

Hanford & Katherine Gross

Maurice & Rachel Guller

Marc & Elaine Tenzer

Richard Frankel & Kari Kramer

December Birthdays
Sara Levenson, Jaime Befeler, Golda 

Cohen, Philip Johnson, Mark Engel, 

Carol Battle, Ellie Rosenblatt, Jonah 

Schwartz, Elizabeth Nora Braude, Spencer 

Rosenblum, Julia Lieberman, Madison 

Mollett, Meghan Roberta Sheldon, Leonid 

Shmuylovich, Alan Portman, Adam Cohen, 

Liad Lerner, Leslie Birenbaum, Susan 

Roth, Ryan Snyder, Marcia Brockman, Kim 

Jacobs, Karen Karabell, Micah Lotsoff, 

Jessica Styers, Cindy Payant, Joel Portman, 

Alisa Cooperstein, Zach Rosenblatt, 

Zachary Leeds, Jonathan Belsky, Brian 

Herstig, Gabriel Chaise, Roberta Fine, 

Jenna Lew-Feit, Emilia Brown, Richard 

Gavatin, Rhiannon Kaye, Cheryl Mallin, 

David Gellman, Jeremy Shanas, Noah 

Engel, Caren Goldstein, Jordyn Wolf, 

Burton Boxerman, Myles Rosenblum, 

Benjamin Singer, Catalina Rubin, Pardes 

Lyons-Warren, Rita Rothschild, Marvin 

Lerner, Suzanne Broddon, Shayna Styers, 

Joyce Eisenberg, Henry Johnson, Aaron 

Bobick, Chase Rubin, Danny Gurvis, Otto 

Lane, Amanda Rainey, Sandy Taryle, 

Stephen Arnstein, Adam Brok, Josh Chaise, 

David Geller, Ellen Harken, Micah Buck-

Yael, Scott Kaar, Skylar Swim

Mazel Tov! 

Thank You
Thank you for the donations in honor of my 

90th birthday. It was a wonderful surprise to 

receive the kind wishes from many friends 

in St. Louis. I miss you all but I know I am 

more secure here in Philly.

Best wishes,

Joan Katz

A Special Mazel Tov to
Mazal tov to Lauren and Andrew Moss on 

the birth of their son, Sullivan Eli Moss, on 

August 15th. Happy sisters are Charlotte 

and Danielle; ecstatic grandfather is Jim 

Singman. All are doing well.

A Special Mazel Tov to
Mazal Tov to Ben Horwitz and Nathan 

Goldstein. The Jewish Light will be giving 

them Unsung Heroes awards on  December 

7 at the Holocaust Museum.

*Listed chronologically in the month

December 
Anniversaries

Robert & Joyce Olshan

Noah & Tamara Arnow

Marvin & Ginger Marcus

Benjamin & Rosetta Weintraub

Howard & Jodi Granok

John & Amy LeDeaux

Ralph & Mimi Graff

Michael & Harriet Shanas

Mark & Amy Rubin

Alan & Bonnie Templeton

Tasha Kaminsky & Elad Gross

Merwyn & Maxine Kalina

Michael & Nancy Drake

Steven & Beth Leeds

Stan Braude & Nancy Berg

Charles & Cheryl Mallin

Our newsletter is designed by Tovah Enger with the invaluable proofing help of: Rabbi Noah Arnow, Nancy Greene, Missy Kayman, Micki Kingsley and Cindy Payant. Thank you!
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President’s Message
Gary Kodner - Kol Rinah President 	 president@kolrinahstl.org

I had a teacher at the Wydown Middle 
School who posted a sign next to the 
clock in her classroom that read: “If 
you have time to kill, work it to death”. 
Somehow that message has stuck 
with me for 55 years. 

How many of us have heard these lines?

• Time is money. • Time waits for no 
one. • Better three hours too soon than 
a minute too late. • Lost time is never 
found again. • Time is on our side. • 
There is a time for everything, and a 
season for every purpose under the 
heavens. …

So how much time do we really have? 
How do we choose to spend our time? 
The number one answer people give for 

not volunteering or accepting a leadership 
position at Kol Rinah is “I don’t have the 
time.” So what happens when we all 
say that? Having been in community 
leadership for years, I can confirm that it 
does take time. Human capital has been 
and will be our most critical component 
in succeeding with any of our goals.I will 
argue that we all can find time, or create 
the time in our lives for the things we most 
value. So why is Kol Rinah getting short 
changed on many of our agendas? We 
are all busy. We all have business and 
social interests, families, entertainment 
and sports. How can we carve out time 
for Kol Rinah? Can we all agree that 
our congregation is worth our time? 
Isn’t it time we each found more time  
for Kol Rinah?

Condolences to the 
Families Of

Tara Allen 

Phyllis Kalmes

Robert Levy

Niki Nymark

Denise May, nee Rapoport 

David Rubin

Bruce Schneider

May their memories be a blessing.

Does anybody have the time?

Fall is always such a wonderful time for 
our ECC. All of our classes have officially 
settled into this school year and have 
gotten acquainted with teachers, friends, 
and class routine. As you walk down 
the hallway, classrooms are decorated 
for Fall. Trees displayed in classroom 
windows that once had green leaves are 
now adorned with red, orange, yellow and 
brown leaves. Some of the leaves are 
dangling from the trees and some have 
fallen on the ground like you see when 
you walk outside. Classes could also 
be heard singing songs about Autumn 

Monica Lynne Neidorff ECC 
Liz Collins - Monica Lynne Neidorff Early Childhood Center Director 
	 collinse@kolrinahstl.org

leaves falling down and seen "raking" 
fake leaves into a pile to jump in.

In addition to learning, discussing, and 
creating artwork reflecting the changes 
in nature during the Fall, teachers were 
excited to share about the holidays of 
Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, and Sukkot. 
Teachers spent time reading stories to 
the children about the holidays, showed 
them traditional symbols related to the 
holidays, and presented sensory bins 
filled with apples and bees, participated in 
an apple and honey tasting, and created 
holiday related artwork. 

Mazel Tov on the Bar Mitzvah 
of Jordan Stettner
November 12, 2022

Jewish Food Pantry 
November List

You can help the Harvey Kornblum 
Jewish Food Pantry by donating money 

or food. Please, no glass. For more info, 

contact Louise Levine 314.368.5902. 

Thank you. 

1.	Peanut Butter & Jelly
2.	Canned Meat/Stew/Chili
3.	Healthy Soups
4.	Kosher Non-Perishable Foods
5.	Any Kind of Canned Fruit
6.	Any Type of Canned Vegetables
7.	Healthy Snacks
8.	Personal care items such as Dish 

Washing Liquid, Shaving Cream and 
Razors

A collection barrel is in our Asher-
Geller Hall (Main Entry Lobby)
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Mark your calendars and sign up 
for our next Blood Drive, taking 
place on December 13 from 3-6pm. 
Sign up with this link: https://login.
bloodcenter.org/donor/schedules/
drive_schedule/117944

Tzedek Team
Benjamin Singer - Tzedek Team Chair	 benjamin.d.singer@gmail.com

As we approach this fall and winter 
holiday season, the Tzedek Team 
hopes you will consider adding a few 
more food and pantry items to your 
shopping cart and donating them to 
the Harvey Kornblum Food Pantry. 

Donation bins are conveniently 
located at the shul. 

Finally, the Tzedek Team is seeking 
new leadership positions for our 
committee. If you are interested 
in ways to engage our Kol Rinah 
community in pursuits of social 
justice, please consider serving on our 
steering committee or attending our 
monthly meetings. We meet virtually 
on the third Thursday of every month 
at 8:30 pm. 

Benjamin Singer
Tzedek Team Chair

Cindy Kalachek
Tzedek Team Communications Co-Chair

Engagement
Karen Kern, Interim Engagement Coordinator	 karen@kolrinahstl.org

As I write, the air is cool and a tiny bit 
chilly, the leaves in my neighborhood 
are beginning to change colors, the 
High Holidays have come and gone in 
a blur and Sukkot is soon coming to 
an end. September and October were 
filled with an incredible amount of 
planning and hard work and the weeks 
were filled with services, events and 
so many beautiful opportunities for 
community connection. Thank you 
so much to everyone who planned, 
helped, volunteered, organized and 
attended these! 

As we are in these early weeks of 
5783, it may seem that things are 
quieting down. However, here at Kol 

Rinah, we have many ongoing and 
new opportunities happening in the 
coming months. Abraham Joshua 
Heschel said, “To attain a degree of 
spiritual security one cannot rely upon 
one’s own resources. One needs an 
atmosphere, where the concern for 
the spirit is shared by a community.” 
What an amazing and beautiful 
statement and one that I firmly believe 
Kol Rinah embraces. Our community 
works passionately to provide an 
atmosphere where care and concern 
for everyone’s spiritual and overall 
well-being is upheld.

Please join us for our musical Friday 
night Kabbalat Shabbat services, 

our November Kol Chadash service 
with three guests from the Rabbinical 
Assembly, and Veterans Day Shabbat. 
For our families with young children 
join us for Tot Shabbat, and for our 
families with kids in elementary 
school, join our Kol HaMishpacha 
Family Shabbat. We also have several 
Kol Rinah Circles to choose from as 
well as a documentary movie event 
“Code Name Ayalon”, a Trans 101 
Workshop, and an Israel Democracy 
and Elections discussion with our 
shinshin Guy Dobrin…. all happening 
in November….. So many wonderful 
ways to come and be supported and 
connected. 

Kol Rinah is  
Committed to Safety!

Please continue to check our 
COVID Safety page before you 
enter the building for an event.

Need publicity for a  
Kol Rinah class, program 

or fundraiser...?
Find all our forms in the 
sidebar of our website.
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We’re into November and the past few 
months have been good for Sisterhood.

The Supper in the Sukkot event 
went great and was enjoyed by all 
who attended. The baked potatoes, 
vegetarian chili and salad was 
delicious as was the brownies and ice 
cream for dessert. Rabbi Arnow joined 
us and gave the blessing for sitting in a 
sukkah. Wendy Love Anderson gave a 
beautiful presentation about the many 
meanings of a "sukkah".

We’re almost at the end of our 
membership campaign and want to 
thank all those ladies who have joined 
already. We expect that we’ll see a 
few more members join before the 
campaign ends. Your membership 
dues go to support the synagogue 
in many ways like helping our youth 

group, KoREH, ECC and other ways 
the synagogue may need help.

In September we had a wonderful 
program with P’nenah Goldstein 
talking about how she wrote the book 
“The Girl from Sighet: A Memoir”. 
There also was a chance to ask her 
questions about how she came up with 
ideas for the book.

Sisterhood is working on ideas for 
programs for the coming year as 
well as planning for activities we 
regularly hold such as the Torah Fund 
Campaign which benefits conservative 
seminaries around the world and 
supporting the Mislach Manot program 
and providing candy and Shabbos 
candles and holders for new member 
gift bags.

Sisterhood
Linda Carton - Sisterhood President 	 genelin@att.net

Brotherhood 
Bob Olshan - Brotherhood President 
	 olshanr@gmail.com

Steak and Scotch in the Sukkah with a 
taste of Talmud was a great success and 
a good time was had by all. We tasted 5 
Israeli whiskies and 5 scotch whiskies. 

Keep watching for Chanukah party and 
Men & Youth of the year celebration 
announcements.

Please let us know if you’ll join a decade 
focus group for planning programs for 
guys in your age group! Also we will 
begin Hearing Men’s Voices again – 
watch for notices.

Please join Brotherhood online or 
become an officer or on the BOD of 
Brotherhood 

Join us for Federation of Jewish Men’s 
Club International Convention June 29th 
in Philadelphia!

Bob Olshan & Max Brown 
314-882-9386 or olshanr@gmail.com.
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November 2022 Calendar Cheshvan / Kislev 5783

1 Tuesday
7pm Finance Committee Meeting

2 Wednesday
4:15pm Halls & Catering Meeting
7pm Kol Rinah Engagement Committee

3 Thursday
7pm Personnel Meeting

4 Friday
11:30am ECC Shabbat
12pm Torah Talk
5:40pm Candle Lighting
6pm First Fridays for Families

5 Saturday
Parshat Lech Lecha
9:30am Kol Chadash
12pm The Conservative Movement: 

Today & Tomorrow
5:30pm Mincha/Maariv
6:42pm Havdalah

6 Sunday
9am Communication Meeting
9am KoREH in session
2pm Movie Night: Code Name Ayalon

7 Monday
7pm Sci Fi / Fantasy Book Club
7:30pm Facilities Committee meetings

8 Tuesday
US Election Day
7pm Democracy & Elections

9 Wednesday
7pm Ritual Committee Meeting

10 Thursday
7pm Coordinating Committee Meeting

11 Friday
Veterans' Day
11:30am ECC Shabbat
12pm Torah Talk
4:33pm Candle Lighting

12 Saturday
Parshat Vayera
Veterans' Day Shabbat
10:30am Kol HaMishpacha Shabbat 

Family Service
3:30pm Mincha Bar Mitzvah of Jordan 

Stettner
5:15 Maariv
5:36pm Havdalah

13 Sunday
9am Communication Meeting
9am KoREH in session

14 Monday

15 Tuesday

16 Wednesday

17 Thursday
7pm Kol Rinah Board Meeting

18 Friday
11:30am ECC Shabbat
12pm Torah Talk
4:28pm Candle Lighting

19 Saturday
Parshat Chayei Sara
Shabbat Mevarchim
10:30am Tot Shabbat
4:20pm Mincha/Maariv
5:30pm Havdalah

20 Sunday
9am Communication Meeting
9am KoREH in session

21 Monday

22 Tuesday
7pm Sisterhood Board meeting

23 Wednesday
7pm Community Learning Committee 

Meeting

24 Thursday
ROSH CHODESH KISLEV
Thanksgiving Day
8am Shacharit / 6pm Mincha/Maariv

25 Friday
ROSH CHODESH KISLEV
4:24pm Candle Lighting

26 Saturday
Parshat Toldot
4:15pm Mincha/Maariv
5:27pm Havdalah

27 Sunday
Thanksgiving Break, No KoREH
9am Communication Meeting

28 Monday
7:30pm Capital Campaign Meeting

29 Tuesday

30 Wednesday

Services 
(Unless Otherwise Listed)

Weekday 7am and 6pm • Zoom*
Sunday 8am and 6pm • Zoom

We say kaddish with a Zoom Minyan.
*Thursday mornings are in-person only

Kabbalat Shabbat  
6pm • in-person 

Shabbat Mornings
9am • In-person & streaming

Special Shabbat morning time listed

Shabbat Evenings
As listed • in-person

tinyurl.com/KR-Streaming

Help us make a minyan!

Ongoing Events
1st Monday, 7pm on Zoom - Jewish 

Science Fiction/Fantasy Book Club
Tuesdays, 10:30am at Kol Rinah - Fitness 

and Flexibility with Crown Center
Scheduled Tuesdays, 7pm on Zoom - 

Movie Club
4th Thursday, 10am on Zoom -  

KR/BA Book Club
1st Friday 6pm at Kol Rinah -  

Family Kabbalat Shabbat
Fridays, 12pm on Zoom - Torah Talk with 

Rabbi Arnow or Rabbi Shafrin
Scheduled Shabbat mornings 10:30am-  

Tot Shabbat
Scheduled Shabbat mornings, 10:30am - 

Kol HaMishpacha Family Service
3rd Sunday, 4pm on Zoom - Jews in 

Science (no November session)
4th Sunday 9:30am at Kol Rinah -  

Stitch & Schmooze
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