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Kol Rinah Leadership

Kol Rinah Board
Gary Kodner President
Randi Mozenter Chair of the Board
Joel Schwartz VP Communications
Dan Rosenthal VP Development
Jeremy Buhler VP Education / Ritual
Joel Portman VP Engagement
David Cooperstein VP Facilities
Denise Field VP Personnel
Cindy Payant Secretary
Janice Shenker Treasurer

Serving Through 2022

Elisa Israel, Jerry Nuell, Joel Portman, Jim 
Singman, Sherri Sadon, Skylar Swim, Karen 
Wetmore

Serving Through 2023
Mike Besmer, Pat Cohen, Mike Gartenberg, 
Esti Goldman, Maurice Guller, Karen Rader, 
Alan Rosenberg

Serving Through 2024

Bette Abeles, Lauren Brenner, Alissa Duel, 
Rebecca Mollett, Aaron Schwartz, Barbara 
Shamir, Lvav Spector, Katherine Tynan

Past Presidents Board Representatives

Ralph Graff, Steve Keyser

Staff
Stacey Hudson Executive Director
Nancy Greene Executive Assistant
Meir Zimand  Director of Operations & Finance
Karen Kern Interim Engagement Coordinator 
Octavio Vargas- Norwood Janitorial 
 Facilities / Maintenance

Ritual 
Noah Arnow Rabbi
Jonathan Belsky Ba’al Koreh
Mark Fasman, Benson Skoff zt”l, 
Mordecai Miller Rabbis Emeriti

Education
Scott Shafrin 
 Religious School Director / Associate Rabbi
Karen Kern  KoREH Assistant
Liz Collins Early Childhood Center Director

Auxiliary Groups
Bob Olshan Brotherhood President
Susan Brown, Linda Carton  Sisterhood President
Marilyn Dien Women's Social Group

Committee Chairs 
Stacey Hudson Building Opening Task Force
Gina Bernstein, Dan Rosenthal 
 Capital Campaign/Development
Barbara Bianco, Paula J. Lemerman Chesed
Wendy Love Anderson 
 Inferfaith Inclusion / Ritual
Tovah Enger, Joel Schwartz Communications
Rhiannon Kaye ECC

Gary Kodner Engagement
Dave Cooperstein Facilities
Gary Kodner Finance
Barbara Shamir Halls & Catering
Esti Goldman, Bob Olshan Israel
Rabbi Scott Shafrin KoREH 
Denise Field Personnel
Benj Singer Social Action / Tzedek Team
Skylar Swim Community Learning
Beth Rubin   USY
Ralph Graff, Richard Gavatin 
 Verein Discussion Group

Our mission is to create 

a welcoming community that 

embraces Torah and meaningful 

worship, lifelong learning, music, 

Israel and Tikkun Olam, guided by 

the tenets of Conservative Judaism. 

Kol Rinah welcomes 
everyone. We are a dynamic 

and forward-looking congregation 

where all generations come 

together to experience Judaism 

in innovative ways. We are a 

diverse congregation, proud to be 

made up of Jews and the Jew-

curious, singles, couples, families 

of all shapes and sizes, multi-faith/

multicultural households, people 

who identify as LGBTQ+, people of 

color, of all abilities and more.

Learn Haftarah, 
Trope or Prayer
Contact Howard Belsky 
314.546.0810  
or howardbelsky@gmail.com

Our newsletter is designed by Tovah Enger with the invaluable proofing help of: Rabbi Noah Arnow, Nancy Greene, Missy Kayman, Micki Kingsley and Cindy Payant. Thank you!
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A Message from Our Rabbi
Rabbi Noah Arnow - Senior Rabbi RabbiArnow@kolrinahstl.org

I want to highlight and remind you of 
two different ways that Rabbi Shafrin 
and I can help people, including you—
pastoral care and financial support. 

We both have training and experience 
providing pastoral care. You may 
think to call a rabbi around the time 
of a sickness or loss, and of course, 
we are available to be with people at 
these times, and address issues from 
a Jewish ritual perspective. But we 
also of course attend to the human 
emotions and dynamics that arise 
during these times too. 

At all sorts of life transitions and 
challenging moments, we have lots of 
feelings, and just talking and unpacking 
those feelings with someone who you 
know, but who is not a family member 
and who is bound by confidentially, 
can be helpful. I’ve talked with people 
as they contemplate a job or career 
transition, or as they have a transition 
forced upon them. Retirement is a 
major transition. 

I’ve talked with people about their 
reproductive choices. New stages 
of life with children means new 
challenges, and I’ve talked with 
parents about the stresses of new 
parenthood, about challenging teens 
and college students, and about 
challenging relationships with adult 
children. I’ve talked with people about 
challenging situations with parents, 
including aging parents. 

I’ve talked with people who are having 
questions about faith and prayer, 
about God and Judaism, and about 
continuing or beginning their own 
Jewish learning and education. 

In general, if a situation is going to 
require more than three meetings 
within a few weeks, my suggestion 
will be to refer them to a professional 
therapist, as there may be more help 
needed than I can provide, and I may 
not have the time to help sufficiently. 

If you’d like to talk, give the office a 
call or send me an email, and let me 
know how urgent it is. We’ll find time 
as appropriate.

I also want to remind everyone that 
Rabbi Shafrin and I have discretionary 
funds to which people donate (perhaps 
you have—if so, thank you!). We are 
able to provide financial support to 
people in need. I can’t sustainably 
provide significant ongoing support, 
but if there ever is a time when you 
or someone close to you needs 
temporary financial assistance, 
whether for necessities, or “Jewish 
necessities” (Jewish education or 
travel, Jewish ritual objects—tallit, 
tefillin, etc., kosher and/or holiday 
food), please let me know. 

If there are other ways that you or 
people you know need help or support 
from us, please tell us. I cannot visit or 
call anyone as regularly as I would like 
to. If you or anyone you know would 
like a call or visit, please let me know, 
and it will happen. 

And never feel bad about asking. It’s 
what we’re here for. 

Helping People, Helping You
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July Birthdays
Beatrice Engel, Maya Mirowitz, Jerome Nuell, 

Octavio Chable', Morris Finkelstein, Jamie 

Posnansky, Harold Sanger, Lena Brok, Jessica 

Mirowitz, Eliana Bach, Cindy Kalachek, Sarah 

Levy, Jeremy Buhler, Jaden Cohen, Noah 

Levy, Jeffrey Stein, Bonnie Templeton, Laura 

Weinstock, Ronald Fagerstrom, Julie Leeds, 

Joseph Levy, Michal Goldstein, Beth Rubin, 

Rebekah Simmons, Caleb Arnow, Mark Fasman, 

Courtney Howerton, Jessica Igielnik, Oliver 

Kodner, Jaron Asher, Saul Dien, Karen Aroesty, 

Joshua Levine, Roberto Munster, Alice Fasman, 

Benjamin Igielnik, Rachel Miller, Joyce Olshan, 

Jonah Meyer Bellows, Jeremy Brenner, Bonnie 

Cerulo, Caleb Scherer, Alexander Karabell, 

Harold Karabell, Boden Kweskin, Jonathan Root, 

Alex Befeler, Lisa Gellman, Naomi Hoffman, Ken 

Sandler, Allison Shenker, Grace Cooperstein, 

Bernard Feldman, Benjamin Goldstein, Stuart 

Portman, Vera Shmuylovich, Samson Hoffman, 

Shulamit/Carla Cenker, Bernice Brandmeyer, 

Eden Chaise, Deborah Israeli, Myron Jacobs, 

Moriah Lotsoff, Courtney Cerulo, Samuel Israel, 

Esther Claire Lega, Nathan Kavanaugh, Marsha 

Soshnik, Ilana Luft-Barrett, Marcia Sokol-

Anderson, Robert Kopitsky, Vernon Vonderheydt, 

Gavin Corral, David Levenson, Jordan Kodner, 

Paul Kodner, Mitchell Halpern

July Anniversaries
David & Nira Asher Geller

Randi Mozenter & Larry Friedman

Robert & Diane Kopitsky

Monroe & Cindy Ginsburg

Mitchell Halpern & Amy Friedman

James Bashkin & Shelley Shray

Scott & Jessica Shafrin

Adam & Lori Brok

Jonathan Root & Deborah Zimmerman

Bryan & Kelly Sapot

Eric & Lisa Sheldon

August Birthdays
David Cohen, Evelyn Lieberman, Marcia 

Goldsmith, Lonnie Zwibelman, Rachel Guller, 

Robert Levin, Bette Abeles, Daniel Hudson, 

Mimi Graff, Alfred Rosenfeld, Laura Hogan, Eliot 

Simon, Lauren Cohen, Stacey Hoffman, Jillian 

Sandler, Hannah Rosenthal, Teri Cohen, Benita 

Boxerman, Debra Horwitz, Fred Shafrin, Lillian 

Befeler, Owen Wohl, Abigail Weinstock, Samuel 

Levenson, Elizabeth Singer, Lauren Moss, 

Loren Ettinger, Gavriel Savit-Woods, Robert 

Olshan, Edith Goldman, Mitchell Podolsky, 

Dena Rennard, Ethan Schwartz, Marc Tenzer, 

Sage Bernstein, Michael Drake, Jacob Seigel, 

Liav Fox, Marshall Myers, Rose Shmuylovich, 

Amalia Osk Savit-Woods, Asher Hendin, Linda 

Goldstein, Michael Greenfield, Roger Cohen, 

Zachary Praiss, Benjamin Root, Grace Paley, 

Stephen Davis, Leora Rauchman, Claire 

Spector, Jacqueline Berliner, Michael Goldstein, 

Moses Santer, Jeffrey Rose, Maya Bach, Myron 

Applebaum, Adam Hoffman, Alyson Wolf, Noemi 

Neidorff, Richard Sohn, Yael Portman, Dennis 

Rainey, Maxine Kalina, Sandra Rosenberg, 

Lauren Buchsbaum, Stuart Hoffman

August Anniversaries
Mitchell & Janice Shenker

Daniel Buch & Rachel Bezalel-Buch

Donald & Betty Siegel

Morris & Deborah Finkelstein

Omri & Juliane Praiss

Fred & Bonnie Shafrin

Matthew & Heather Wohl

Benjamin & Jessica Igielnik

Dennis & Laura Rainey

Bob & Carol Glick

Aaron & Denise Bobick

Bernard & Marjorie Feldman

Sima & Philip Needleman

Jeremiah & Laura Weinstock

Marc Levin & Deborah Rubin

Frederick Brown & Lauren Bernstein

Ronald & Bette Abeles

Alan & Donna Rosenberg

David & Golda Cohen

Garry & Bonnie Vickar

Gershon & Patsy Spector

Jacob & Jessica Mirowitz

Stanley & Judy Allen

Myron & Vickie Parker

Mazel Tov! 

Thank You
Thank you to all my Kol Rinah friends who 

were nice enough to wish me a Happy 

Birthday with Sisterhood and KRWSG 

tributes and cards. It was wonderful to be 

remembered in such a meaningful way! I 

truly appreciate your kindness and good 

wishes. 

Florence Cohn
52 years of marriage is quite a milestone 

with the same 2 people!  We wish to thank 

everyone who sent us greetings for this 

special day.  We look forward to another 52 

years together.

Al &  Sheila Rosenfeld

A Special Mazel Tov to

Alicia Bach & Joel Portman on their 

engagement. Love to you both from,

The Whole Portman Family 
Jessica & Ben Igielnik on the birth of their 

son, Davi Lee Igielnik, on May 22.  Everyone 

is doing well.  Mazal tov as well to big sisters 

Aliza and Shuli and to grandparents

Debbie & Simon Igielnik.

Condolences to the 
Families Of

Rita Fineberg

Michael Neidorff 

May their memories be a blessing.*Listed chronologically in the month
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President’s Message
Gary Kodner - Kol Rinah President  president@kolrinahstl.org

Who needs a president?

We do. Believe it or not my two year 
term as Kol Rinah’s president will end 
this year. It is crucial for us to continue 
the work of our president and establish 
the next leader who will take office 
January 1, 2023.

In fact we have had a combined, Brith 
Sholom, Kneseth Israel, Shaare Zedek, 
BSKI, and Kol Rinah, 83 presidents! I 
have served 3 different times. Louis 
Goodman served as President of 
Shaare Zedek for 27 years! Kol Rinah 

is looking for number 5. We are only 
asking for two years. We need to 
establish our next president now.

Could it be you? 

Our nominating committee will be 
assembling to recruit and recommend 
a slate of Officers and Director 
candidates for the next term. I realize 
there is a limited number of people 
interested in holding positions of 
leadership, but it is so important to the 
sustainability of Kol Rinah.

Why not you?

Being president would be impossible 
if not for the support of our staff, 
officers, committees, and businesses 
that serve us. It is not impossible, and 
we have a number of very capable 
leaders who can do the job. If we call 
on you, please accept. You will be fully 
supported just like I have been. You will 
be given the same perks and benefits. 
You will be performing mitzvah. You 
will provide a valued service to our Kol 
Rinah community.

Thank you to all who helped make 
Mitzvah Day a success! A special 
thank you goes to Co-Chairs Denise 
Field and Penny Alper, the Mitzvah 
Day Committee and the Tzedek 
Committee who planned this great 
event, overseeing the many details 
and logistics needed to make it 
happen. The Women's Social Group, 
Sisterhood, Brotherhood, KoREH, 
ECC and USY served as wonderful 
co-sponsors. Much of the behind the 
scenes work was made possible by 
Tovah Enger, Stacey Hudson and 
Melissa Bellows. The day wouldn’t 
have happened without the Kol Rinah 
community – you showed up with piles 
of children’s books, bags of canned 
food, and a spirit that was ready to take 
on the tasks at hand. 

Tzedek Team
Benjamin Singer - Chair benjamin.d.singer@gmail.com

To recap, the outside organizations 
that participated - representatives 
of JCRC, Show Me Integrity, Ready 
Readers and the Humane Society 
of Missouri attended in person.  We 
also completed projects to benefit 
the Harvey Kornblum Jewish Food 
Pantry, Operation Food Search and the  
St. Louis Crisis Nursery.

We hope this event becomes a 
cherished tradition in the future of Kol 
Rinah. AND, we believe that Mitzvah 
Day is just the beginning: we look 
forward to many opportunities (for all 
ages) for KR to engage in activities 
to benefit those in need in the larger 
St. Louis community. All are welcome 
to join the Tzedek Committee – we 
meet virtually on the 3rd Thursday of 
the month at 8:30 pm. Contact me at 
benjamin.d.singer@gmail.com.

Mitzvah Day Rocked!
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Engagement/Programming Coordinator

This is a part-time position. The Coordinator will serve as a 
highly visible, warm and friendly liaison to all segments of our 
community, with special attention to our young families, as 
well as work with the Director of KoREH, the congregational 
religious school, in an assistant administrative position. 

See full position description here. 
Send a cover letter and resume to stacey@kolrinahstl.org

Youth Group Advisor
This is a part-time position. The Youth Group Advisor oversees all 
Kol Rinah Youth Groups, working with teen and pre-teen leaders 
to create community through programming and outreach within 
the synagogue. There are also out of town regional events.

See full position description here. 
Send a cover letter and resume to stacey@kolrinahstl.org

KoREH Educator
Our part-time religious school teachers teach basic skills 
including Jewish culture, holidays, literature, Hebrew language, 
and community building skills to children in each phase of their 
educational journey to advance their physical, mental, spiritual 
and social development and maximize their potential in a hands-
on, positive, and safe environment.

See full description here.
Contact Rabbi Shafrin at rabbishafrin@kolrinahstl.org

Job Opportunities at KR

Have you ever wondered what some of the funds on our 
website donation page are about?

KR Circles are small groups of 
people that come together over a 
common interest aligned with our 
mission. Our circles cover a range 
of topics and are an opportunity for 

our members to meet and get to know each other.

If there is something you want to learn, teach, discuss 
or do with others, let us know. We are always looking 
to provide more circles and more opportunities for our 
members to get together.  Please contact the office.

Jewish Food Pantry July List
You can help the Harvey Kornblum Jewish Food Pantry by 

donating money or food. For more info, contact Louise Levine 

314.368.5902. Thank you. 

1. Canned Tuna Fish & Chicken
2. Kosher Non-Perishable Foods
3. Healthy Hot and Cold Cereals
4. Any Kind of Canned Pastas
5. Macaroni & Cheese

6. Peanut Butter & Jelly
7. Any Type of Canned Fruit
8. Personal care items such 

as Deodorant, Body Wash & 
Sunscreen 
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Verein Discussion Group
Richard Gavatin and Ralph Graff, Co-Chairs richardjrgavatin@gmail.com, Ralphjgraff@gmail.com

We are proud to present a PhD 
Candidate/Research Fellow from the 
Universities of Potsdam, Germany 
(near Berlin) and Paris-Sorbonne, 
France, Christina Feist. 

On July 17, at a special time,1pm 
(St. Louis time), Christina's long-
distance Zoom presentation from Paris 
will focus on the origin of the Judaism 
we live and experience today. Prior to 
The Jewish Enlightenment, orthodoxy 
was the only known “brand” of Jewish 
life. Christina's doctoral research 
focuses on Lazarus Bendavid, one 
of the intellectuals of the Jewish 
Enlightenment movement, and the 
impact of his works.

Lazarus Bendavid (1762 – 1832), born 
and raised in Berlin, was an intellectual 

of the Jewish Enlightenment's second 
generation. He spent half of his life 
focusing on, studying and teaching 
Kantian philosophy, rendering it 
accessible to a broader public and 
taking him all the way to Vienna, the 
capital of the Habsburg monarchy. 
After seven years in Vienna and being 
prohibited from staying any longer, 
Bendavid returned to Berlin where 
he became dean of the first Jewish 
establishment for higher education 
(Jüdische Freischule) – a job he 
wasn't paid for but merely did out of 
ideological conviction. 

Around this time Bendavid reconnected 
with his Judaism, focusing his writings 
on his vision for religious reform – 
namely a renewed connection to the 
10 commandments, which he deemed 
the “real faith”, as well as individual 
autonomy in religious practice, thus 
leading him to question the validity 
of Halakha. This re-examination of 
Jewish life and religious practice not 
only offers a glimpse into German 
Jewish life of 18th century Prussia but 
above all initiated a scientific approach 
to Judaism, which ultimately lead to 
today's Jewish studies (Wissenschaft 
des Judentums). 

In her presentation, Christina will 
first give a general introduction to the 
Jewish Enlightenment movement as 
well as its key players, followed by 
a more detailed account of Lazarus 
Bendavid's life and works to show how 
the Jewish Enlightenment still impacts 
our Jewish life today.

Do not miss this unique opportunity 
to learn firsthand from a world class 
scientist – live from Paris, France! 

Ralph & Richard

Session # 17 in our Series Jews in Science: The Jewish Enlightenment 

Photo credit: Ron Hartman
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KoREH
Rabbi Scott Shafrin - Religious School Director / Associate Rabbi  RabbiShafrin@kolrinahstl.org

A famous story is told about Rabbi 
Akiva, possibly the greatest sage and 
scholar of the Mishna. It is told that 
he had no formal education until age 
forty. One day, while walking, he came 
across a large rock with a hole worn 
through it. When he asked how the 
hole had been made, it was explained 
that the waters that dripped continually 
onto the rock had worn it down over 
the ages and eventually formed a 
crack which had been smoothed down 
into a deep groove. 

When Rabbi Akiva heard this, he 
thought, “If the gentle drops of the 
water can eventually penetrate even 
the unyielding stone, how much more 
easily can words of Torah and learning 
penetrate even a head such as mine 
that has been hardened over the 
years.” It is a lesson in both the power 
of learning, as well as the power of 
perseverance, to reshape our lives.

I have been blessed to watch our Kol 
Rinah Education Hub (KoREH) grow 
and change over the last five years. 
This past year, our school has now 
grown to its largest enrollment since 
2013. For next year, we already have 
eleven new students committed to 
joining our learning community, and 
the summer is just starting up!

So much credit is due to our amazing 
teachers and staff, especially to the 
wonderful Melissa Bellows, who 
has given so much to our school 
and our synagogue community over 
the last three years. I am so thrilled 

and honored to be planning out the 
coming 2022-23 school year with 
the help of the incredibly talented 
Karen Kern, who is stepping into a 
whole new sphere of responsibility 
in our community, and has hit the 
ground running with fantastic ideas, 
ways to make our school run more 
smoothly, and projects to support 
our teachers and give them the skills 
and experiences they need to flourish 
personally and professionally for 
years to come.

And most importantly, I want to thank 
our families, especially our parents. 
You have helped us not only survive 

The Future’s So Bright…
the past two COVID-filled school 
years, but have given us space to 
innovate, feedback and guidance, 
and critically, trusted us with the most 
important people in your world. Our 
learning community would not be as 
vibrant and inspiring without your 
tireless support.

If you are looking to learn and join an 
amazing community of explorers in 
Jewish education, we would love to 
have you! Sign up at https://www.
kolrinahstl.org/koreh/registration or 
contact me with any questions you might 
have (rabbishafrin@kolrinahstl.org, 
314.747.1727). 
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As we write, the horror of the murders of 
the last several weeks is still new. As you 
read this, the shock of the Texas school 
shooting and the Brooklyn racist shooting 
may be moderated but not the sorrow, 
outrage and once again the worry about 
what these events mean for our country 
and our Jewish community. Our hope is 
that safety in our country will be a given, 
not just a desire. 

It is Summer and that means that Fall 
and the High Holidays are around the 
corner! And Sisterhood is in the midst 
of our annual Honey from the Heart 
campaign, to send jars of honey to your 

family and friends. The price is $13 per 
jar, and there is FREE shipping if ordered 
by Monday, August 1st. Please go to 
the Kol Rinah website or call the office 
to send this thoughtful gift for a sweet 
upcoming 5783.

And thank you also for sending 
Sisterhood Tributes to honor simchas 
and remember those we have lost. 

Sisterhood uses these funds to support 
the synagogue. We donate to the ECC, 
the USY, Kol Rinah’s Religious School, 
the Capital Campaign, Mishloach Manot. 
We are hoping to continue to do so and 
ask for your support in being a member 

Sisterhood
Susan Brown, Linda Carton - Sisterhood Co-Presidents  
 susanmbrown77@gmail.com, genelin@att.net

of Sisterhood. Thank you for continuing 
your membership or beginning a new 
membership.

Our Torah Fund campaign exceeded 
our 2021-2022 goal. Thank you to those 
who donated to allow us to contribute to 
the Conservative/Masorti Movement’s 
learning institutions worldwide.

Two months past was the Jewish Film 
Festival, and Kol Rinah Sisterhood 
sponsored a film, and will also be a 
sponsor of the Jewish Book Festival.

Wishing all a good summer,

Linda & Susan

On Friday, May 20th, we had a wonderful 
Starfish graduation ceremony. It was our 
first official program celebrated in our 
new building. In the Sanctuary, families 
gathered and listened with joyful hearts 
as the Starfish children demonstrated 
their accomplishments. They sang songs 
they learned throughout the school year 
and performed a movement play based 
on the story “Ship-Shape Shop”. 

MLN Early Childhood Center 
Liz Collins - Monica Lynne Neidorff ECC Director collinse@kolrinahstl.org

Our summer camp theme this year is 
“A Storybook Summer”. Each week 
during camp, classes will read books 
based around themes. Some of the 
themes include feelings, colors, music, 
and more. We will also have water play 
days for the kids and special treats like 
popsicles or ice cream for snack.

School for the upcoming year will 
start on August 22nd. We still have a 
couple open spots for enrollment in 
our 4-5 year old class. If you know of a 
family with a child this age looking for 
childcare, please have them contact 
the ECC office at 314-727-2565.

July 2022 • Tammuz / Av 5782www.facebook.com/KolRinahSTL 9

http://www.honeyfromtheheart.org/SZS
https://www.facebook.com/KolRinahSTL/
https://www.facebook.com/KolRinahSTL/


Brotherhood 
Bob Olshan - Brotherhood President olshanr@gmail.com

On July 10th at 7pm we will finally be 
celebrating our past 3 years of Men 
and Youth of the Year! Please join us 
for a heavy Hors D'oeuvre, Wine and 
Dessert Bar Gala. Congratulations 
to Maurice Guller, Jane Kalina, Alan 
Schwartz, Karen Huss, Max Brown 
and Merav Portman! Come Celebrate 
with us. Please RSVP by July 6th. 
You can read their bios here https://
www.kolrinahstl.org/getinvolved/
mensclub?post_id=1329408

Rain threatened the morning of 
May 18, the day for our Lag B’Omer 
celebration. But the sky cleared and 
the event went off as planned. Kol 
Rinah members, including dozens of 
kids, enjoyed games, music and ice 
cream. The bonfire was ignited and, as 
if on cue, the Clayton fire truck arrived. 

As the kids swamped the truck, they 
each received plastic fire helmets from 
the firefighters. 

On May 26, we hosted an evening 
to say farewell to our Shin Shin, Roi 
Mast. Following a tasty Israeli-style 
falafel dinner, Roi shared what life is 
like for Israeli teenagers after they 
graduate from high school. He said 
that all graduates are required to enlist 
in the Israel Defense Force. Yet, some 
take a gap year and travel or serve as 
a Shin Shin, which he compared to 
an ambassador. After that gap year, 
however, they too must enlist in the 
Israel Defense Force. His presentation 
was elucidating and well appreciated.

We’re all looking forward to our Steak 
and Scotch in the Sukkah with a taste 
of Talmud!

Brotherhood is embarking on a 
rejuvenation! Please let us know if 
you’ll join a decade focus group for 
planning programs for guys in your 
age group!

If you are interested in participating 
in a focus group, being an officer or 
on the BOD of Brotherhood, please 
contact Bob Olshan 314-882-9386 or 
olshanr@gmail.com.

Engaging Men in Jewish Life

Kol Rinah is  
Committed to Safety!

Please continue to check our 
COVID Safety page before you 
enter the building for an event.
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Engagement
Karen Kern, Interim Engagement Coordinator karen@kolrinahstl.org

Shalom! My name is Karen Kern. I 
am the new Engagement Coordinator 
at Kol Rinah. I am new and old at 
the same time! How can this be? 
I am ‘old’ in that I have been a Kol 
Rinah Synagogue member since our 
beginning and many of you know me 
as our early childhood center music 
specialist and Kol Rinah song leader. 
I am so happy to be continuing these 
jobs. I am ‘new’ as the Engagement 
Coordinator and in this capacity, I will 
be adding in so much more. 

I will continue the programs and 
events developed by Melissa Bellows 
with our Young Families Group and I 
am looking forward to working with the 
parents and children in new activities. 

For KoREH, I will work with Rabbi 
Shafrin to assist him with organizing 
the classes and curriculum for our 
growing religious school. 

And in this expanded role, I will serve 
as the staff liaison to assist our KR 
community with the scheduling, 
logistics, coordination and creating 
of programs for all our members. I 
am excited to take on this new role. 
I already knew that our Kol Rinah 
community was a wonderful one. 
However, I have to say that in the 

past couple of weeks, as I have been 
transitioning into my new role, I have 
rediscovered that we truly are the 
most amazing, caring, dedicated and 
hardworking Jewish community! Kol 
Rinah is the best! 

We have so many wonderful things 
coming up over the summer months. 
We have First Fridays Family Kabbalat 
Shabbats and Young Families Tot 
Shabbats scheduled through August. 
The third Friday of each month 
brings Kabbalat services with a BYO 
picnic to Shaw Park. Our KR Circles 
provide opportunities to connect with 
one another through shared special 
interests. With gardening, fiber arts, 
book and movie clubs, we continue to 
find ways for our members to connect. 
And we even have our very own 
softball team, the Maccabees, for our 
KR sports fans. August 21st brings our 
Kol Rinah Summerfest! This all-day 
music event is going to be absolutely 
amazing! So many great opportunities 
to get involved and be connected! 

Please reach out to me if you have 
ideas or suggestions for events or 
programs that you would be interested 
in seeing Kol Rinah host. And please 
reach out if you have any questions! 
Thank you so much! 

Jamie Posnansky joined us in 

April. He is a financial analyst and 

lives in the Central West End.

Rebecca Grossman joined us 

in May. She is an attorney at a 

St. Louis law firm. She and her 

husband Luke have a one-year-old 

baby girl, Juniper.

Ellie Rosenblatt joined us in May 

and is playing on our softball team. 

She is a teacher at Logos. Her 

brother is also a member.

Livia & Gavriel Savit-Woods 

joined us in May. Their two girls, Lily, 

3 1/2, and Molly, almost 2, enjoy Tot 

Shabbat. They moved to St. Louis 

to be near Jewish community. Livia 

teaches literature and Gavriel is an 

award-winning novelist.

Patrick & Catrice Kolieboi joined 

us in June. Patrick is a Paralegal, 

and Catrice is an Operations 

supervisor. Their son, Micah, is  9  

and their daughter Hannah is  one. 

They have been attending for a 

while and joined because they felt 

so welcome.

Shula Neuman joined us in June. 

She is a journalist, lives in the Central 

West End and is an avid cyclist.

Annetta & Alan Mandel joined us 

in June. They are both lawyers. 

Alan and Annetta have six grown 

children and are busy grandparents

Rivka Gottschall joined us in 

June and has two sons, 20 and 17 

years old. She is an accountant for 

the USDA, working in Illinois. She 

loves helping others. "I chose Kol 

Rinah because they were so warm 

and welcoming to me. I was treated 

like a rock star!"

Please Welcome Our 
Newest Members!
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July 2022 Calendar Tammuz / Av 5782

1 Friday
11:30am ECC Shabbat
12pm Torah Talk
6pm First Fridays for Families
8:12pm Candle Lighting

2 Saturday
Parshat Korach
8pm Mincha/Maariv
9:15pm Havdalah

3 Sunday
9am Communication Meeting

4 Monday
Independence Day - ECC & KR office closed
8am Shacharit

5 Tuesday
7pm Finance Meeting
8pm High Holiday Task Force

6 Wednesday
4:15pm Halls & Catering
7pm Engagement Meeting

7 Thursday
7pm Personnel Meeting

8 Friday
11:30am ECC Shabbat
12pm Torah Talk
6pm Kabbalat Shabbat at Shaw Park
8:10pm Candle Lighting

9 Saturday
Parshat Chukat
8pm Mincha/Maariv
9:13pm Havdalah

10 Sunday
9am Communication Meeting

11 Monday
7pm Intruder Safety Training

12 Tuesday
4pm Blood Drive
7pm Movie Club
8pm High Holiday Task Force

13 Wednesday
7pm Ritual Meeting

14 Thursday
7pm Coordinating Meeting

15 Friday
11:30am ECC Shabbat
12pm Torah Talk
8:07pm Candle Lighting

16 Saturday
Parshat Balak
10:30am Tot Shabbat
7:55pm Mincha/Maariv
9:10pm Havdalah

17 Sunday
FAST OF 17 OF TAMMUZ (Postponed)
4:12am Fast Starts
9am Communication Meeting
1pm Jews in Science #17
9:01pm Fast Ends

18 Monday

19 Tuesday
8pm High Holiday Task Force

20 Wednesday
8pm Task Force

21 Thursday
7pm Kol Rinah Board Meeting

22 Friday
11:30am ECC Shabbat
12pm Torah Talk
8:03pm Candle Lighting

23 Saturday
Parshat Pinchas
Shabbat Mevarchim
9:30am Kol Chadash
7:55pm Mincha/Maariv
9:05pm Havdalah

24 Sunday
8am Learner's Service
9am Communication Meeting
9:30am Stitch & Schmooze

25 Monday
7:30pm Capital Campaign Meeting

26 Tuesday
8pm High Holiday Task Force

27 Wednesday
7:30pm Community Learning Meeting

28 Thursday
10am KR/BA Book Club
8:30pm Tzedek Team Meeting

29 Friday
Rosh Chodesh Av
7:57pm Candle Lighting

30 Saturday
Parshat Matot-Masei
7:45pm Mincha/Maariv
8:59pm Havdalah

31 Sunday
9am Communication Meeting

Services 
(Unless Otherwise Listed)

Weekday 7am and 6pm • Zoom
Sunday 8am and 6pm • Zoom

We say kaddish with a Zoom Minyan.

Kabbalat Shabbat  
6pm • in-person & streaming

Shabbat Mornings
9:30am • in-person & streaming

Shabbat Evenings
As listed • in-person & streaming

Register to attend in-person
tinyurl.com/KR-Streaming

Help us make a minyan!

Need publicity for a Kol Rinah 
class, program, fundraiser or 

other non-event?
Find all our forms in the 
sidebar of our website.

Shabbat Kiddush 
is Back!

Call the office, 314.727.1747.
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