
Reflecting back as we plan to move forward



Shaare Zedek Synagogue 1905 - 2013
Brith Sholom Congregation 1908 - 1959
Kneseth Israel Cong.* 1934 - 1959
BSKI Congregation 1959 - 2013
Kol Rinah 2013 - 2019

Reflecting back as
we plan to move forward

114 Years

KNESETH 

ISRAEL

Building & Growing Together

BRITH 
SHOLOM

*Kneseth Israel Congregation formed as a
legal business entity with MO Sec. of State
on December 17, 1937



“How the concerns of the present
shape our memory of the past”

Dr. Rabbi Pamela Barmash



Immigration
Ellis Island New York

Eastern European
Jewish immigrants:
• Orthodox
• Literate
• Segregated
• Endogamous

Faced struggles of:
• Poverty
• Famine
• Wars
• Conscription
• Pogroms
• Taxation of candles and

ritual slaughter
• Limited freedom
• Limited opportunities



St. Louis Jewish Ghetto



“The need is great… The time is now!”

– BSKI Campaign Brochure, 1960



In the Beginning, where it started

Shaare Zedek
September, 1904
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Founders

Shaare Zedek-1905 Brith Sholom-1908 
Emile Graff
B. Weinberger
M. Urbach
S. Dankner
Newberger

Sam Lerner
J. Wolshalter
Sol Lipsitz
Sy Lotz
Louis Fadem
M. Turk
Joseph Garden
Herman Prusansky
Abraham Silverstein
H. Simpkin
Alexander Horwitz
Isador Landau
S.H. Ipper
Thomas Prusansky
Rev. Jacob Cohen
(spiritual Leader)

Robert Horwitz
(President)

S. Bierman
H. Senda
C. Kirschbaum
E. Silvermame
J. M. Lippman
I. Evans
P. Meyerson
D. Rubin
M. Benjamin
S. Yawitz
L. Lerner

Isadore Rossman (President)
Ignatz Schlesinger (Secretary)
Samuel Arky (Treasurer)
Dr. Solomon H. Kohn (Rabbi) 
Cantor Nathan Hershfield



Landsmen

Brith Sholom Articles of Agreement, Constitution and By-Laws
1908



Shaare Zedek

1906-1914: 4557 Cook Ave
Purchased for $6500

Robert and Sophie 
Horwitz



In the Beginning

Brith Sholom Origins 1908: Weintraub's Hall, Corner of 7th & Franklin Ave.

Isidore Rossman

The Jewish Voice Oct. 2, 1908



Location, Location, Locations… the exodus continues

6166 Delmar

1020 Franklin Ave

Synagogue Locations:

Shaare Zedek:
1906-1914: 4557 Cook Ave. 
1914: Dedicated a cornerstone

4600 Page Blvd. at 1220 West End Ave. 
1923-1948 4600 Page and West End Ave.
1948-1953: 5470 Delmar Blvd. 
1953-2013: 829 N. Hanley Rd.

Brith Sholom:
1908: Weintraub's Hall, 7th & Franklin 
1908-1911: 1022 Franklin Ave.
1911: 1111 N. 14th St. and Carr St.
1911–1923: Glasgow and Dayton Ave.
1923–1928: Kingshighway at Enright Ave.
1928–1960: 6166 Delmar Boulevard
1960-2013: 1107 E. Linden Ave.

Kneseth Israel:
1930s: Washington Ave. garment district
1934–1955: 6349, 6351 Southwood Ave.
1957–1959: 700 South Hanley Rd. 

Kol Rinah:
2013-2019: 829 N. Hanley Rd.
2019: 7701 Maryland Ave.

PRESENT – 1950s 1959 – 1928 1948 – 19061953 – 1949 1923 – 1910 1908

Washington Ave

Maryland Ave.

4557 Cook Ave.
4600 Page Blvd.



March, 1909: Brith Sholom
“HUNGARIANS RAISE MONEY
TO BUILD NEW SYNAGOGUE”

Brith Sholom Locations



Brith Sholom Locations

Brith Sholom, October, 1911:
Brith Sholom Purchased building from
Scruggs Memorial Methodist Episcopal Church
at Dayton & Glasgow Aves.
for $20,000



Brith Sholom Locations

Brith Sholom, 1923-1928: Kingshighway & Enright – Purchased United Hebrew Temple for $65,000

BS and UH congregations shared this facility (1923-1926)

Former Methodist Church



Brith Sholom 6166 Delmar

1928–1960: Brith Sholom moves further west
Purchased 6166 Delmar Boulevard, from University Presbyterian Church for $46,000

1942 Renovation

1928 purchased from the 
University Presbyterian Church



Shaare Zedek – Page & West End
1913-1947

Purchased the land in 1913
Building Dedicated Aug. 1917
Education Center completed

Cornerstone March 16, 1924
Completed in 1926

Shaare Zedek Locations



Feb. 13, 1931Oct. 5, 1928Aug. 31, 1928Oct. 13, 1916



Shaare Zedek
5470 Delmar
1948-1953



Garment Workers



Kneseth Israel Locations

Kneseth Israel Congregation
1930s: Washington Ave. Minyan St. Louis Garment Dist
1934-1955: 6349, 6351 Southwood Ave.
(purchased adjacent buildings)
1955-59: 700 South Hanley Rd. (Aprox. 100 units)
(purchased home in Clayton)

Washington Avenue
Garment District

700 S. Hanley Road in Clayton, 1955-59

6351 Southwood in Clayton

May, 1950
Plans for
moving



Presidents

Shaare Zedek
1905-1907 Robert Horwitz

(initial chairman, president)
1908-1918 Solomon Lipsitz
1919 Rubin Miller
1920-1926 Mitchell Grand
1927-1953 Louis Goodman
1954-1955 George Perlmutter
1956-1957 Sol Klayman
1958-1959 David Seltzer
1960-1961 Sam Kolker
1962-1963 Norman Imber
1964-1965 Max Tenzer
1966 Oscar Lehr
1967-1978 Herman Shanker
1969-1970 Jack Makovsky
1971-1972 Jonas Weinberger
1973-1974 Leo Wolf
1975-1976 Albert Bleweiss
1977-1978 Leo Mirowitz
1979-1980 Buddy Spetner
1981 David Hartstein
1982-1983 Marshall Myers
1984-1985 Maurice Guller
1986-1987 Gerson Spector

1988-1989 Shirley Hartstein
1990-1991 Morris Matlof
1993-1994 Sara Myers
1995-1996 Mendel Rosenberg
1997-1998 Barbara Shamir
1999-2000 Barry Pessin
2001-2002 Michael Waxenberg
2003-2004 Alan Spetner
2005-2006 Harriet Shanas
2007-2008 Marsha Birenbaum
2009-2010 Gary Kodner
2011-2012 Mitchell Shenker
2013 Steve Keyser

Brith Sholom
1908 – Isidore Rossman
1923-1926 – M. Moyrovitz
1927-1931 – J. D. Gross
1931-1933 – Simon Sorkin
1933-1934 – William Seigelman
1934-1945 – Joseph M. Sacks
1946-1950 – Morris Rosenbaum
1950-1953 – Paul Felberbaum
1953-1956 – Ben Cohen
1956-1959 – Charles Binowitz
1960-1961 – Albert Felberbaum
Kneseth Israel
1934-1936 – Isaac Goodman
1936-1937 – Nathan Greenberg
1938-1940 – Moses Aaron 

Teitelbaum
1941-1943 – Gus Katcher
1943-1945 – Harry Feldman
1946-1947 – Nolan DeWoskin
1947-1949 – Ben Hoffman
1950-1952 – Sherman Blustein
1953-1954 – Leroy Kopolow
1954-1955 – Joseph Goldman
1956-1958 – Dr. William Parker
1959-1961 – Paul M. Essman

Brith Sholom Kneseth Israel
1961-1963 – Albert Felberbaum
1963-1966 – Paul M. Essman
1966-1969 – Michael Cutter
1969-1972 – Myman S. Gale
1972-1976 – Maurice J. Frankel
1976-1978 – Irl B. Baris
1978-1980 – David Samuels
1980-1982 – Yusef Hakimian
1982-1984 – Shirlene Baris
1984-1986 – Alan I. Berger
1986-1988 – Dr. Phillip L. Gould
1988-1994 – Vernon M. Mendel
1994-1996 – Gerald Cohen
1996-1999 – Dr. Ralph J. Graff
1999-2002 – Margaret E. Israel
2002-2003 – Gary Kodner
2003-2006 – Paula Hamvas
2006-2008 – Toby E. Don
2008-2011 – Richard Kodner
2011-2013 – Susan Cort

Kol Rinah
2013-2014 – Susan Cort
2013-2015 – Mitchell Shenker
2016-2019 – Randi Mozenter

Sarah Raskas & Louis Goodman (25 year term)



Reverends/Rabbis/Cantors/Hazzans

Shaare Zedek Rabbis/Hazzans
1905 – Reverend Jacob Korn
1914-1922 – Rabbi Bernard Dov Berele Abramowitz
1918 – Cantor/Reverend M. Forster
1922-1930 – Rabbi Israel Lebendiger
1922-1937 – Cantor Gedalliah Weinhaus
1930-1932 – Rabbi Chaim Fishel Epstein 
1934-1969 – Rabbi Ephraim Epstein (35 years)
1940s-1950 – Cantor Aaron White
1960s – Cantor Earnest Ban
1971-1978 – Rabbi Arnold Asher
1972-2012 – Rabbi Sholom Paul
1972-1976 – Cantor Max Shimansky
1976-1979 – Cantor Levi Halperin
1977-1979 – Hazzan, Rabbi Levi I. Galperin
1979-1983 – Rabbi Zalman Stein
1979-2005 – Cantor Paul Dubrow
1984-1995 – Rabbi Kenneth Green
1987-Rabbi – Dov Bard
1995-2000 – Rabbi Hillel Gold
2001-2013 – Rabbi Mark Fasman
2006-2013 – Hazzan Joanna Dulkin

Brith Sholom Rabbis/Hazzans
1908-1910 – Reverend, Dr. Solomon H. Kohn
1908-1910 – Reverend M. Jacobs, Cantor
1915-1923 – Cantor Nathan Hirschfield
1912-1930 – Rabbi Adolf A. Rosentreter
1930-1958 – Rabbi Jacob R. Mazur (28 years)

Kneseth Israel Rabbi/Cantor
1955-1959 – Rabbi Sholom Rivkin (5 years)
1956-1959 – Rev/Cantor/Sexton Abraham H. Fligstein

Brith Sholom Kneseth Israel Rabbis/Hazzans
1959-1991 – Rabbi Benson Skoff, Ph. D. (33 years)
1975 – Cantor Irving Grossman
1982 – Cantor Paul Stone
1984 – Cantor Gary Zener
1985 – Cantor Aryeh Katzir
1987 – Assoc. Rabbi Akiba Lubow
1991-2012 – Rabbi Mordecai Miller
1992-2005 – Hazzan Elliot Joel Portner



Reverends and Rabbis

Shaare Zedek
Reverend Jacob Korn 
1863 –1926
Born in Lithuania

1905-First Rabbi of 
Shaare Zedek?
Helped Organize and 
create successful 
Talmud Torah.

St. Louis Republic 
article reports on a 
dispute as to whether
Or not Rev. Kon is their 
rabbi or a sexton.
Suit is settled for $25 Rabbi Israel Lebendiger

1886-1964
Shaare Zedek Rabbi,
1922 – 1930

Shaare Zedek
Rabbi Lebendiger
Born in Grodno,
Poland/Lithuania
Came to the U.S. via 
Rotterdam, in 1904.

Graduated Columbia 
University/JTS -1914
His diploma was 
signed by a 
distinguished
list of rabbis:

Solomon Schechter
Louis Ginsberg
Alexander Marx
Dr. Israel Davidson
Israel Friedlander
Mordecai Kaplan
Joshua A. Yoffe



Reverends and Rabbis

Kneseth Israel
Rabbi Sholom Rivkin
1926-2011
Born: Jerusalem

Mesiftah Torah Vodaath
Talmudical Seminary-Brooklyn
40th generation rabbi
Formerly served
Congregation Nusach H'Ari

Kneseth Israel, 
5 years (1955-1959)
Installed Dec. 1956 

Chief Orthodox Rabbi
And head of the Vaad
in St. Louis for 22 years
(1983-2005).

Globe-Democrat, Aug. 1955



Reverends and Rabbis

Rabbi Hayim Fishel Epstein
1874–1942
Born: Taurogen, Lithuania
16th generation of rabbis

Served Congregations in
Europe; Bayonne, NJ;
Cleveland; Cincinnati;
and Brooklyn

1924 established the
Vaad Hoeir

Chief Rabbi of St. Louis
1930-1942

Unofficial Rabbi of
Shaare Zedek, 1930-1932

Epstein Hebrew Academy

Painting by A. Fenton



Reverends and Rabbis

Rabbi Adolf A. Rosentreter
Brith Sholom Rabbi,
Dec. 29, 1912 – 1930

Rabbi Rosentreter
1858-1930
Born: Gollantse, 
Germany
Served B'nai Amoona
for over 20 years
(1885-1912). 
Gave sermons in
German or Yiddish.
Spoke: Hebrew, German, 
Russian, Yiddish, English, 
and others.

Rabbi Abramowitz
1860 –1926
Born in Lithuania
Moved to Palestine at 
age 12, 
Passionate Zionist
1907-1914-Served at 
Beth Hamedresh
Hagodol prior to
Shaare Zedek.
Gave his sermons
in Yiddish.
1907-1920
Considered the chief 
rabbi of the Ukrainian 
Jewish community in 
the city of St. Louis

Rabbi Bernard Dov Berele Abramowitz 
Shaare Zedek Rabbi, 1914-1922



Reverends and Rabbis

Rabbi Jacob Mazur
Born in Poland and later 
lived in South Africa.
Son of a rabbi
Came to the US in 1912.
graduated from Dr. Bender’s 
Theological Seminary in 
Capetown, S. Africa. 
Dr. Schecters' Seminary and 
at Cornell University.
Served in Montgomery, AL
1921-1930 - Senior Rabbi 
Agudas Achim East St. Louis.
-Sermons became English.
-Introduced mixed seating.
-Library was started
-Sylvan Robinson organized
a shul baseball team.
Sisterhood and Men’s club 
came into being.

Rabbi Jacob Reuben Mazur
1891 – 1958
Born: Poland
Brith Sholom Rabbi, 1930-1958



Reverends and Rabbis

Rabbi Ephraim Epstein 1908–1971
Shaare Zedek Rabbi, 1934-1969

Rabbi Ephraim Epstein
Born in Latvia, 1908
Descendent of 400 yr.
rabbinic heritage –
16th generation of
an unbroken line of
rabbis on his maternal
side, also a direct
Descendant of the
Gaon Rabbi Ezekiel
Landau, chief Rabbi
of Prague during the
reign of Empress
Maria Theresa in the
1760’s. 
Son of Chaim Fishel
Epstein
Longest serving Rabbi 
at Shaare Zedek

Installed
Nov. 1934



Reverends and Rabbis

Rabbi Arnold Asher 1935-1978
Shaare Zedek Rabbi,
1967-1970 Associate Rabbi
1971-1978 Senior Rabbi

Rabbi Arnold Asher
Born: Brooklyn, NY
First to be born in America. B.A. from Yeshiva College 
Teachers' Institute of Yeshiva University
Masters of Hebrew Letters, JTS
Rabbinic ordination from JTS, 1963. 

Rae Gaskin
Shaare Zedek, 30 yrs

Nira Asher Geller
SZ, KR, 52 yrs

1961 married Nira Libai. 
Known to us as Nira Sher
3 children, Naomi, Ruth, 
and Jaron.

Microphones
Sep. & joint seating
Joined USCJ



BSKI Rabbis

Rabbi Benson Skoff 1923–2014
BSKI Rabbi, 1959-1991

Rabbi Benson Skoff
Born in Philadelphia

1948 - Ordination JTS
1949-1952 – Rabbi
Cong. Agudas Achim
Austin, Texas
1952-1956 - Rabbi -
Tifereth IsraelCong. 
Duluth, MN
1958-1959 - Rabbi -Ahavas
Israel Cong. Grand Rapids, 
MI,
1975 earned his PhD
Rabbi Emeritus –
BSKI and Kol Rinah

Rabbi Akiba Lubow
Born in Los Angeles

Rabbinic ordination
1984 JTS
Author, “Proceeding on 
the Committee on 
Jewish Law and 
Standards”
Served 2 congregations 
in New York
Director of Programing 
at Rabbinical Assembly
Also served:
Rochester, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Buffalo, 
Temple Beth El-Mekor
Chayim in Cranford, NJ

Rabbi Akiba Lubow
BSKI Assoc. Rabbi, 
1987-1990





Shaare Zedek Rabbis 1979-2000

Rabbi Kenneth Greene 
SZ Rabbi, 1984-1995

Rabbi Hillel Gold
SZ Rabbi, 1995-2000

Rabbi Dov Bard
SZ Rabbi, 1987

Rabbi Zalman Stein
SZ Rabbi, 1979-1983





Rabbis

Rabbi Mordecai Miller b. 1950 –
BSKI Rabbi, 1991-2012
Rabbi Emeritus

Rabbi Mark Fasman b. 1954 –
SZ Rabbi, 2001-2013
Kol Rinah, 2013-14
Rabbi Emeritus



“We are a congregation filled with promise”
“We are a congregation filled with promise because we are
willing to engage seriously with the questions that we face
in our time – just as our ancestors faced many of these very
same questions in their time.

We are a congregation committed to the the necessity of
change, if not always its desirability. We are a group of individuals
that seeks to connect our solidarity lives to that which is greater
than any one life: to family, to history, to people, to Israel, to God.”

– Rabbi Mark Fasman, 2005



Rabbis

Dr. Rabbi Shalom Paul
Born Philadelphia

1973-2012 Shaare Zedek
(high holidays) Rabbi.
Chairperson of the Dead 
Sea Scrolls foundation 
and is a former chair of 
the Bible Department of 
Hebrew University, 
Jerusalem. Editor 
Encyclopedia Judaica's 
Bible section.
Written many books
and articles on nature 
and scientific exploration 
from a biblical and 
archeological 
perspective.



Shaare Zedek Hebrew School Early 1930s

Hedder, Hebrew School, Sunday School, Religious School

Brith Sholom Hebrew School Early 1930s



Shaare Zedek Basketball Team Wins 1935 33-19



Hedder, Hebrew School, Sunday School, Religious School



Shaare Zedek Hebrew School – 1930s

Director of Assoc. Hebrew Schools, Leon Lander (Dorit Galor’s father)

Shaare Zedek – Purim 1926



1957 Proposed New Synagogue in Richmond Heights

Proposed 1960
A view of
Our Future

POST-DISPATCH
April 8, 1960



Heder, Hebrew School, Sunday School, Religious School

BSKI, c. 1962

Shaare Shalom, Sept. 2003





Groundbreaking — MOVING WEST

Shaare Zedek, 1954 Hanley Road BSKI, 1958 E. Linden Ave.



BSKI Building Dedication Sunday, May 1, 1960 at 2 pm… 1000 people in attendance



1960: BSKI Proposed Sanctuary Building Rendering of new sanctuary building in Richmond Heights



Shaare Zedek Builds on Hanley Rd. in U. City - Project to cost $400,000 
Chapel & School
Built in 1952-53 
Dedicated May 18, 1957
Cost: $400,000

1948 Drawing
Meyer Loomstein, 

Architect

May 19, 1957 Dedication
Bernard Bloom, Architect
Total cost $650,000



Shaare Zedek Hanley Rd. Ribbon Cutting Ceremony - 1957

1957 Rabbi Epstein honoring
William Leve in Diamond Chapel

1957 Ribbon Cutting at Shaare Zedek,
Sol Klayman and Rabbi Epstein, and William Leve

Before Stained glass windows were installed



Shaare Zedek - Hanley and Amherst



Community

Rabbi Mordecai Miller, Marsha Sterneck, Marilyn Bearman,
Sid Bearman, Jean Zorensky, Vernon Mendel

Crowd enters new building for the first time: Bonnie and Phil Levens



BSKI 1993



Joseph Katz, SZ

Harvey Sachs
Kneseth Israel,

BSKI

Harry Simon, SZ

Solon Chervitz
Shaare Zedek

Burton Boxerman
Shaare Zedek

Gerald Cohen
Shaare Zedek

Jack Makovsky, SZ

Louis Goldman
BSKI



Sarah Tullock
Shaare Zedek
20+ yrs

Sue Kodner
BSKI, 17 yrs

Gwen Sosna
BSKI

Bea Sorkin BSKI
40+ yrs

Rae Gaskin
Shaare Zedek
30+ yrs

Sara Myers
Shaare Zedek
40+ yrs

Meir Zimand
BSKI, Kol Rinah



Educators

Jacob M. Elbaum
59 years at BSKI

I. J. Zuckerman
Shaare Zedek

Meyer Kablansky, 
Mr. Ansky
Shaare Zedek, 
40+ yrs.

Rabbi Chaim Herber
Share Zedek, CAJE
Shaare Shalom, 

Dorit Galor Share Zedek, CAJE
Marty Schaeffer
Shaare Zedek ECC

Don Makovsky
Shaare Zedek

Zendra Ashkenazi, Shaare Zedek



“That is kind of the fulcrum, where I see the congregation:
balancing tradition and change, and serving as a resource
where people can access their traditions in a warm,
welcoming environment,”

– Rabbi Mordecai Miller



Community











Tragedies Shaare Zedek loses Rabbi Asher
July, 1978

BSKI Murder/Sniper Attack
Gerald Gordon shot and
killed Oct. 8, 1977

Richard Kalina,
age 55



Hazzans
and Cantors

Abraham H. Fligstein
Cantor and Sexton
Chants Kol Nidre at
Kneseth Israel
Southwood Ave. in Clayton
September 16, 1945



Nolan DeWoskin, Kneseth Israel, and BSKI



Hazzan Weinhaus, Shaare Zedek
Dec. 29 1924 Hannukah Concert

Cantors and Hazzans

Hazzan Elliot Portner,
BSKI 1992-2005

Cantor Paul DuBro,
SZ 1972-2005

Hazzan Max Shimansky,
SZ 1972-1976

Dec. 23 2001 benefit concert



Hazzan Joanna Dulkin,
Shaare Zedek, 2006-2013

Rabbi Mark Fasman-SZ, Rabbi Carnie Rose-BA, Rabbi Mordecai Miller, BSKI 

Cantors and 
music/instruments



Baal Korehs

Jonathan Belsky
Reading Torah (36 yrs) at
BSKI / KR Since 1983
Teacher at BSKI 1970s

Marvin Lerner 
Reading Torah (35 yrs) at 
Shaare Zedek / KR since 1984
Teacher for 10 yrs. at Shaare Zedek
beginning in 1958

Sam Kolker
Shaare Zedek, Baal Koreh
SZ President, 1960
1934 Sec. Brith Sholom

Morris Sapot
at BSKI
1960-1983



Ageing  buildings, multiple renovations, growing maintenance, shrinking numbers

Challenges:
• Assimilation
• Inter-marriage 
• Lower birth rates
• Geographic expansion
• Competition



Reflecting back on our (mid-century) buildings that served this past generation and the people who built them.

Rabbi Jacob Mazur Education Center
Rabbi Benson Skoff Sanctuary Building
Allen Sanctuary
Rubenstein Auditorium
Zorensky Chapel
The White Room
Elbaum Garden / Tamsky Gift Shop

Leo and Sara Wolf /Epstein Sanctuary
Diamond Chapel / Guller chapel

Sara Myers Community Room
Leve Auditorium / Mirowitz Auditorium

Evelyn Shenker Gift Shop

Brith Sholom Kneseth Israel

Shaare Zedek



Preserving our art treasures

Edward Boccia Rodney Winfield



Rubenstein Torah given to BSKI
by Minnie and Simon Rubenstein -
1996

Mark Raiffie Torah
given to Shaare Zedek
by Yetta and Seymour
Raiffe - 2008



To Merge… or Not to Merge
Shaare Zedek/B’nai Amoona

1913, 1917 – Failed
BSKI/B’nai Amoona

1993, 2002, 2003 – Failed
Brith Sholom/Kneseth Israel
1960 (April) – Merger

BSKI/Shaare Zedek
2003 Shaare Shalom

Religious School
2009-2010 – Talks Stalled
2011-12 – More talks
Sept. 2012 – The Big Vote
2013 Merger Ratified

Mitch Shenker Shaare Zedek
Susan Cort, BSKI-September, 2012

Kodner Brothers, May 2010

Shaare Shalom, September, 2003 Sue Cort and Steve Keyser, May 2013



Building and Growing Together
Randi Mozenter and Rabbi Noah Arnow, April 2017

A Jewish presence
in the center of
our community
for today and
the future.

Rabbi Noah Arnow and Mitch Shenker, Sept 2015



Building and Growing Together

Groundbreaking
August 19, 2018



“These walls will be built by…”
…“These walls will be built by our memories of sacred spaces that we can still see in 
our minds’ eyes. These walls will be built by those who came before us, those who 
built for us before we could build for ourselves. These walls will be built by those who 
are here, but are very young, and those who are not yet here, those who will repaint, 
and repoint and rewire, those who will repatch and repair these walls 
in decades and generations to come.

These walls will be built by our prayers, that over the coming years, 
and decades, will fill in the invisible chinks with our holiest desires,
our deepest needs, and our highest wishes. 

These walls will be built by our kindness and compassion and caring,
for each other, and for all around us, inside and outside of these walls.”

– Rabbi Noah Arnow, August 19, 2018 



Building & Growing Together

Marion Cohen since 1929 Gerald Cohen since 1928

Our longest
standing members
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