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Getting to Know You
As I can attest to from my family’s experience over the past several

months, moving brings up a lot of powerful emotions. There are serious
challenges to moving like leaving behind friends, leaving a comfort-
able job and a settled and comfortable life. But on the other hand
there are many exciting opportunities to moving like having the
chance to get to know new, wonderful people, the excitement of
starting a new job with new interesting challenges, and making a
new house your own.  

As I contemplated my journey from South Carolina to Massachusetts,
I found myself considering the lessons of our patriarch Jacob. In his
story, Jacob has two major theophanies where divine beings appeared
to him.  In both instances these encounters happened as Jacob was
travelling between the land of Israel and the land of his uncle Laban
in Harran. These were certainly anxious moments for Jacob filled with
opportunities and challenges. In the first instance, Jacob is running
away from his family to escape his brother who threatened to kill him.
As Jacob journeyed from Israel to Harran, he lay down and had a
dream of a stairway with angels ascending and descending.  God
speaks to Jacob and reaffirms the covenant God made with Abraham
and Isaac and promises to watch over Jacob wherever he goes.  Jacob
was leaving what he knew with nothing so God spoke to him to 
reassure him. What started off as a challenge became a tremendous
opportunity as Jacob found new family and tremendous success in
Harran.  

In the second appearance of God, Jacob is returning to the land of
Israel to face his brother who he fears still harbors anger towards him.
When he was alone an angel came forth to wrestle with him. He would
not let the angel go until the angel blessed him. Again Jacob was faced
with a challenge, but he faced this challenge and turned it into a great
opportunity.  

Jacob’s stories seem to teach that one should face the anxiety filled
unknowns of moving with optimism. Instead of seeing it as leaving
behind family and friends, one should look at it as moving to create
exciting new relationships. Instead of fearing the future, one should
see such a move as an opportunity for new growth and personal 
success. Instead of feeling alone in such a move, one should feel God’s
presence serving as a guide.  

It is with these lessons in mind that I look with great excitement to
becoming your rabbi. Sure there will be challenges, but these are not
really going to be challenges they are going to be opportunities. It is
hard to leave behind friends, but it is such a wonderful opportunity to
get to know a whole new community of wonderful people. And thanks
to the work of Rabbi Shapiro over the course of 28 years and Rabbi
Kosovske over the last 2 years, I am very appreciative to come to an
open, welcoming community. I look forward to the opportunity to
get to know all of you as your rabbi and I look forward to the 
opportunities for growth that we will all share together.  

— Rabbi Jeremy Master

Shabbat Services and Torah
Study Through the Summer

Friday Evening Services in July 
and August - 7:30 p.m.
All Saturday Morning Services 
in July and August - 10:15 a.m.
Torah Study - Every Saturday morning
from 9:00 -10:00 a.m.

Join Rabbi Master and a small group of congre-
gants this summer at one of our Coffee Meet 'N
Greet events.

We have a number of generous congregants
who have offered their homes to host an evening
with Rabbi Master as the guest of honor.

These coffees will consist of groups of about 10
people to provide an intimate setting to get to
know the rabbi, and vice versa.

All coffees will be 7:00 pm to 8:30 PM with the
exception of the Saturday, August 25th date.
Due to Havdalah, it will begin at 8:00 PM. 
Coffee, tea, cold drinks, fruit and desserts will
be provided by the hosts.

The dates will be; July 11,16,25, August 7, 21
25 and 29.

We also are hoping to have a milk and cookies
and coffee date where Rabbi Master, his wife
Alana and their children will be able to spend
time with other kids, parents and grandparents
with a swimming pool additionally as a treat.
Watch for the date coming soon!

If you would like to sign up to host or attend
one of the events please contact Fran Grosnick
or Sarah Shtrax.

Fran Grosnick- Phone:  (413) 567-7717
Cell:      (413) 222-7596

e-mail: fran@grosnickfinancial.com

Sarah Shtrax -  Phone:  (413) 596-8680 
Cell:      (413) 210-6673

e-mail: sshtrax@gmail.com

Coffee Meet 'N Greet



What is SPFTY?
When I was a senior at Longmeadow High School, SPFTY

was one of the most important things in my life. It was
through SPFTY that I made my closest friends, travelled to 
Israel, learned important leadership skills. But I never imag-
ined that over 15 years later I would come back to Western
Mass and become a SPFTY adviser with my husband (and
daughter). So what is SPFTY? Its all of those things: SPFTY is
your best friend, your resume builder, your adventure, your
connection with Judaism and spirituality. But SPFTY is you. It
is what you and we make, together. So if you are a high
schooler or a 6,7,8th grader, or if you are the parent of that
age group (6-12th grade), I hope that you will join us on
Sunday, September 16 at the annual Religious School BBQ.
We will have information on events for 6-12 graders and be
available to answer questions. Please consider yourself invited,
whether or not your child is enrolled in Religious School, as
Sinai's youth programs are open to all. If you have any 
questions before then, please don't hesitate to reach out:
SPFTY413@gmail.com or 413-244-9794.

Elizabeth and Jonathan Dubinsky

READING PARTNERS
BOOKS TO CONSIDER

“LIBRARIAN OF AUSCHWITZ”,  by Antonio Iturbe

Wednesday, July 18, 7 p.m.

Based on the  story of Dita Kraus, a teenager in Auschwitz
and the books that she circulated.

“THE WEIGHT OF INK”,  By Rachel Kadish

Wednesday, August 15, 7 p.m.

Set in London in  the 1600s and now, it is an interwoven
tale of the importance of books and ideas.
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Introducing Cantor Wayne Krieger,
Part-time Cantorial Specialist for 
Sinai Temple

Meet our new part-time cantorial specialist, Cantor
Wayne Krieger. Cantor studied at the Hartt College of
Music and Montclair State. Over the last thirty years he
served as a Cantor, Jewish Educator, Religious School 
Director, composer and storyteller. He is an accomplished
singer, pianist and guitarist, and at his last congregation in
NJ, he conducted a wonderful adult choir which enhanced
monthly instrumental Friday night services and special 
occasions. Cantor Krieger was a teacher in the 10th grade
Confirmation program. He also taught and supervised all
the B’nai Mitzvah students at Marlboro Jewish Center. His
sense of humor and positive energy are at the core of his
relaxed teaching style. Cantor Krieger is a proud member of
the New Jersey Cantors Concert Ensemble which performs
throughout New Jersey. He and his wife Nancy perform in
the duo Shisha Neharot (Six Rivers) which features his 
compositions and arrangements. 

The Cantor and Nancy have a wonderful family: from
Berkeley, CA, Yael, Josh, grand-daughter Elisheva, grandson
Zohar and one more due on July 4th; from West Hartford,
CT, Ronit, Jason and grand-daughter Cecelia; and from
Burlington, VT, Kochava and Jacob, who were married on
May 6, 2018.

Cantor Krieger and Nancy are now living in the Bloom-
field, CT area to be closer to their newest grandchild, and
they are excited to join our Sinai family.

HIGH HOLIDAY
SERVICES AND PROGRAMS 

FOR YOUNG CHILDREN
(Please reserve a spot by calling the office at 

736-3619 for these services and babysitting.)

                                                                        
Rosh Hashanah Morning: 8:45 a.m.

                                                                        
Yom Kippur Morning: 8:45 a.m.

                                                                               
Infancy to age 7: Magen David Room

Special services with our clergy.

Babysitting from Ages 2-Kindergarten
(No infants, please)

Babysitting available during the 
morning services on Rosh Hashanah

and Yom Kippur
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Rosh Hashanah Evening
Sunday, September 9
Evening Service at                    8:00 p.m.

Rosh Hashanah Day
Monday, September 10
Children’s Service…                  8:45 a.m.
STUFF families (infant to age 7)

Congregational Service …        10:00 a.m.
(childcare & program for 
children 2 to kindergarten)         10-12:15 p.m.

Tashlikh                                  4:00 p.m.
(At Laurel Pond)

Cemetery Memorial Service
Sunday, September 16             2:30 p.m.
At Sinai Memorial Park

Erev Yom Kippur Evening Service: Kol Nidre
Tuesday, September 18            8:00 p.m.

Yom Kippur Day
Wednesday, September 19
Family Service for children        8:45 a.m.
Morning Service                       10:00 a.m.
(childcare & program for children 2 to kindergarten)

Musical Interlude                      12:30 p.m.
Study Options                          1:30 p.m.
Afternoon Service,                    3:00 – 6:30 p.m.
Yizkor Service,
and Neilah/Closing Service
Break the Fast                           6:45 p.m.

Sukkah Decorating
Sunday, September 23             9:00 a.m. – 
                                                Noon

Erev Sukkot
Sunday, September 23
Sandwich Making                   4:00 p.m
Evening Service                       5:30 p.m.
Pizza in the Sukkah                 6:00 p.m.
                                                
Sukkot Morning Service      
Monday, September 24            10:30 a.m.

Simchat Torah Evening Celebration
Sunday, September 30             6:00 p.m.
Service with dinner                   

Simchat Torah Day/Yizkor Service
Monday, October 1                  10:30 p.m.
Service with lunch

HIGH HOLIDAYS 2018-5778
Selichot Program and Service

Saturday, September 1 …..7:00-10:15 p.m.

DONATIONS

Thank you for your contributions.
Please note: The donations listed below are as of June 22. Donations received after this date will appear in the next bulletin.

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
• Jacqueline Neiman in appreciation to Rabbi Howard Kosovske for

everything he brought to Sinai Temple during the past two years.
• Marilyn and Rob Peskin in memory of our beloved mother.
• Stacey, Lynn and Phil Perlmutter in appreciation and thank you to

Rabbi Howard Kosovske.
• June Schreyer in memory of my dear daughter, Loren on her

yahrzeit.
• Bobbie , Alan and Lane Ziff in memory of my sister and our aunt,

Shirley Herd.
• Eli Vinci, Liza Feldman and John Eisler in appreciation for Eli’s 

Bar Mitzvah.

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
• Jacqueline Neiman in appreciation to Cantor Martin Levson for all

that he brought to Sinai.
• Tina de Meza in memory of Stan Goldman.

Susan and Mark Goldman Break-the-Fast Fund
• Donations made in honor of  Suze Goldman receiving the Rose

award: Karen Mendelsohn and Jeff Cossin; Claire Cohen-Stelzer; 
Andrea Goldstein.

• Karen Mendelsohn and Jeff Cossin in honor of Beth Chafetz’s special
birthday.

Susan Broh Tikkun Olam Fund
• Carlin Trietsch in memory of Anna Milner.


