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Rabbi’s Message
Revolutionary Hope: The True Message of the Seder

Toward the end of the Passover Seder, it is customary to open the 
front door in order to welcome Elijah the prophet into our homes. 
We put out a special large cup of wine to honor Elijah. Then we sing 
Eliyahu Hanavi including, “May Elijah soon come to us along with 
the Messiah, son of David.” Elijah, the prophet, was so holy that he 
did not die, but ascended to heaven in a fiery chariot. Since Elijah 
has this unique status as someone who was in heaven, but did not 
die, the book of Malachi prophecies that the coming of Elijah would 
precede the Messiah. As modern Jews, most of us do not believe in 
the possibility of a literal Messiah being sent by God to save all of us. 
However, the concept of the Messiah and the idea of Elijah coming 
to announce the redemption serve as a metaphor for hope, an ideal 
that is essential to a person’s emotional well-being.

We include the song for Elijah in Passover because the Exodus is 
a call for revolutionary hope regardless of the conditions of history. 
When we retell the story of Passover, we read about a people arising 
from helplessness, horrible destruction, and terrible impoverishment. 
This was not a gradual development, but a radical leap. Our freedom 
signaled the breaking of tyranny in favor of righteousness. Passover is 
the ultimate paradigm for hope in the face of despair, a model that is 
eternally applicable to the human condition.

At the end of every Seder we also say, “Next year in Jerusalem!” 
This is not the physical Jerusalem in Israel that we are talking about, 
but a heavenly Jerusalem of hope. Today the world is not perfect, 
but tomorrow anything is possible. Passover is the night of dreaming 
about the possibilities of what people can achieve and what history 
may become. Hope is not just something that we should simply sit 
and wait for. We can participate in the process of increasing hope. 
For example, Mazon, “A Jewish Response to Hunger,” has suggested 
asking a fifth question at the Seder: “Why on this night are millions 
of people going hungry?” This year millions are hungry, but we can 
hope that next year this situation can change through our actions. As 
you sit down to the Seder this year, I wish you a Passover filled with 
hope and unlimited possibilities. Chag Sameach!

Rabbi Jeremy Master

Friday Evening Services
March
March 1  -   6:00 p.m. Community Shabbat,
  Joint service with Beth El, held  
  at  Sinai. Dinner at B’nai Torah.
March 8  -  7:30 p.m. Alden Solovy joins  

Rabbi Master (see announcement)
March 15  -    6:15 p.m. The kindergarten 

through 3rd grade will be  
co-leading services. We will be  
having a potluck dinner at 5:30 
followed by services at 6:15pm. 

*March 22 -  5:30 Tot Shabbat
  -  7:30 p.m. Adult Shabbat service

April
April 5  -  6:00 p.m. Snyder Award Dinner   

and Service
April 12  -  7:00 p.m. Shabbat Service
April 19  -  NO SERVICE (Pesach, 1st night). 
*April 26  -  5:30 Tot Shabbat
  -  7:00 p.m. Adult Shabbat service

All Saturday Shabbat Services in 
March at 10:15 a.m.

Saturday Shabbat Services in April:
April 6  -  10:15  
April 13  -  10:15  
April 20  -  10:30 1ST morning Pesach service
April 27  -  10:15

*Tot Shabbat Dates:
March 22  and April 26 - 5:30 PM
Please join us. Families with children five and 
under and their older siblings are welcome for 
a 5:30 PM toddler-friendly service followed by a 
pizza dinner. Please rsvp to reklein@gmail.com.

Morning Minyan: Wednesdays, March 6 
and April 10 – Service and Bagels 7:30 a.m.  
All are welcome!

Torah Study: Every Saturday at 9 A.M.

Beginning in April, all Friday night services will start  
at 7:00 pm unless there is a special event. 
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President’s Message
Dear Sinai Friends,

We have some updates to share. As you know, our long 
time accompanist John Gerry-Karajanes regretfully resigned 
in December due to the demands of his hour long trip to 
Sinai. A special Friday night service honoring John’s 32 
years with Sinai will be held on June 7. Cantor Krieger will 
be ending his time with us on June 30. Last year when we 
made our musical plans we had not yet shared music with 
Rabbi Master. He is a life-long singer with years of choir 
and a cappella experience and also plays the guitar. He 
comes to us from a nine year rabbinate where he served 
as his own cantor for all services including High Holy Days. 
Now we have had the opportunity to sing with him, our 
children are learning and singing with him as he leads Shir 
Fun, and he has taken over leadership of the Adult Choir.  
A working group led by Rabbi Master is looking at our  
musical needs and has chosen to apply to the Hebrew 
Union College- Jewish Institute of Religion cantorial pro-
gram for a cantorial intern to join us for the High Holidays 
and ten or possibly more weekends to include B’nai Mitz-
vah and special events such as Hannukah and Purim. We 
will keep you posted and as always, please contact Rabbi 
Master with questions, thoughts, comments.

We have a full plate for the spring! On Friday March 1, 
we have a community Shabbat celebration with Temple 
Beth El at 6 p.m., followed by a community dinner at B’nai 
Torah. Alden Solovy joins Rabbi Master on the bimah on 
Friday, March 8, to share his creative liturgy and poetry for 
a unique Friday night experience. On March 20, we cele-
brate our first Purim with Rabbi Master, a very enthusiastic 
Purim Shpieler. You may see some familiar Purim players! 
On March 29 and 30 we welcome Cantor Ellen Dreskin for 
a Scholar-in-Residence weekend of music, experience and 

SPFTY UP-DATE
Have you been wondering what SPFTY has been up to? 

In the fall we checked out an Escape room in Easthamp-
ton. It’s a great togetherness challenge to try to figure out 
the clues which will let you out of the room. In January, 
we had a night out in Northampton. We got to explore 
Thornes Marketplace and get a behind-the-scenes tour of 
Herrell’s ice cream shop with the owner of Herrell’s and 
the mashgiach, the person who certifies the ice cream to 
be kosher. For both events, we invited the teens from Beit 
Ahavah, Northampton’s Reform synagogue. It’s been really 
fun to get to know each other better as well as get to know 
other area teens. Each month, we have also had meetings 

learning. Cantor Dreskin is an innovative leader in Reform 
Judaism and the Coordinator of the Cantorial Certification 
Program at the Debbie Friedman School of Sacred Music at 
HUC in New York. Special thanks to Carol and David Tivoli 
for helping to underwrite this weekend in memory of Carol’s 
parents George and Phyllis Brindis. We also thank the  
Harold Grinspoon Foundation for their generous support of 
this weekend. 

We will celebrate Passover together as Rabbi Master 
leads a Seder on the second night, April 20, with a festive 
meal catered by our own Cheryl Blonder. The community 
Yom Hashoa commemoration takes place at Sinai on May 
1. Michigan State University Professor Amy Simon, a Holo-
caust and Jewish Studies professor, will speak on the diaries 
and personal journals of the Holocaust period. 

A look at our website shows the range of upcoming 
Sinai activities including Tot Shabbat, weekly Torah Study 
(a growing group by the way), Social Action events, our 
SPFTY Youth Group, and Sinai Readers. Our goal is to have 
something for everyone and our hope is that if you want  
to see something happen, you will come forward with your 
idea!  Rabbi Master, Buff and Laurie, the Board and com-
mittee heads are ready to join you in making it happen.

Here is another update on the generosity of our beloved 
Zel Lavin of blessed memory. In addition to donating her 
house to Sinai she also maintained an insurance policy 
with Sinai Temple as the beneficiary. We have received a 
payment of $43,000. Zel’s generosity during her lifetime 
and now after will continue to help sustain Sinai’s financial 
viability. 

L’Shalom, Buff and Laurie

in the Youth Lounge. Any local teen is invited to our meet-
ings- the second Tuesday of the month, 5:30 PM. We have 
dinner, learn about what’s going on in the Jewish calendar, 
plan the next events, and get to know each other better.

Upcoming meetings: March 12, April 9, both at 
5:30 in the Youth Lounge.

The best way to stay informed about next events with 
SPFTY is to send a text to 413-244-9794, send an email to 
SPFTY413@gmail.com, or check out our Facebook page. 

Hope to see you soon!
From your SPFTY advisers- Elizabeth and Jonathan Dubinsky
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When I think of Pesach I am reminded of our obligation to 
relive the story – it is not only history but is also a memory. 
Our sages teach that all Jews were present when we received 
the Torah, those born Jews and those who have chosen  
Judaism (converted). 

It is our obligation to teach the story of leaving Egypt. We 
convey the ideas of miracles and freedom with an ordered 
meal with rituals, symbols, and words. In other words, we 
teach.

When I was a child we had what was then a typical Seder. 
We passed out the Hagaddah went around the table with 
each person reading a paragraph. The youngest child would 
sing the four questions and all of the children ran around 
after the meal to find the afikoman. It was long, and it was 
boring. Here are ways to return your Seder to its purpose of 
telling the story and engaging everyone in the telling.

•  Give everyone at the table a few scallions. While  
singing the chorus of dayenu, hit each other with the 
scallions to remember the whips of our taskmasters. 
No hitting if you don’t sing and you can only hit the 
top of the head and the upper arm.

•  Use a box of plagues containing small soft plastic frogs 
and other representations to make the list interactive. 
These can be found at most Judaica stores and are  
available online.

•  Act the plagues out as they are recited. Cartoons or 
drawings, drawn in advance, make a great visual  
presentation of the suffering of the Egyptians.

•  Come up with four new questions to add to the  
traditional ones. I usually restrict asking “Why is the 
Seder so long?”

•  When you read about the four children, add the four 
parents. People change. What kind of parent are you?  
Are the four categories the same for adults as for  
children?

•  When you read “Who knows One,” have someone 
read each verse in one breath.

If you wish to try a new haggadah, may I suggest:

•  The Traditional Egalitarian Passover Haggadah by Leona 
S. Green. This haggadah contains traditional Hebrew 
text and format, with abridged highlighted text of  
essential elements you can use instead of the tradi-
tional version. It also has user friendly directions,  
gender inclusive English translation and Hebrew  
transliteration.

•  30 Minute Seder. Brevity and tradition combined.  
What more is there to say?

•  Joyous Haggadah by Richard and Lisa Codor. The story 
is clear and concise, the Hebrew print is larger and the 
drawings are funny.

Message from Dasha Baker
Director of Education

•  Dayenu! By Carol Boyd Leon and illustrations by Gwen 
Connelly. This is geared more for children and contains 
some silliness. For example, the first verse of “Answer-
ing the Four Questions” which is sung to the Mah 
Nishtana melody, ends with “No bread for me, no 
bread for you, halailah hazeh, halailah hazeh, and also 
all week through.”

However you have your seder, may it be joyful and  
enlightening.

L’Shalom, Dasha

SINAI GREEN TEAM UP-DATE
Although Genesis 2:15 stresses the need to protect the 

Earth so that all species can thrive (“The human being 
was placed in the Garden of Eden to till it and to tend it,”) 
to date, humanity has appeared to have made a mess of 
God’s creation.

How much of a mess is the Earth in?  According to the 
report issued by the United Nations Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (I.P.C.C.), we have only twelve 
years left to implement climate change solutions before we 
reach a point where no solution is possible. On that note,  
President Obama said, “We’re the first generation to see 
the effect of climate change—and the last generation who 
can do something about it.”

Sinai’s Green Team has taken that charge seriously, and 
we’re working to find solutions that will have a positive 
environmental impact on our homes, the synagogue, and 
state policy.  

Take a peek at what we’ve done:

On the home front:
 •  Sending out suggestions regarding how to make our 

home holiday celebrations—and daily actions—  
more sustainable. To make your Seder more “green” 
check out the suggestions at https://hazon.org/jew-
ish-food-movement/holidays/passover/

•  Hosting an Ener-G-Save program to encourage mem-
bers to take advantage of “buttoning up” their homes, 
stop wasting money on heat loss, and start taking  
advantage of state reimbursement for home projects.  

•  Inviting a Solarize Longmeadow/Springfield volunteer 
to Sinai to encourage our members to purchase solar 
power through a state program at a 20% discount and 
“just say no” to home energy fossil fuel.

•  For all residents of Longmeadow and Springfield, there 
is an opportunity to “go solar” through the Solarize 
Longmeadow program that will save 20% on the 
installation fees. For more information, contact Solari-
zelongmeadow@gmail.com, or call 413-732-1948

continued on page 4
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ADULT OPPORTUNITIES

SINAI READING PARTNERS - BOOKS TO CONSIDER 
We meet Wednesday evenings at 7 p.m.   Our library will 
have a copy of each book and the Storrs Longmeadow  
Public Library will reserve books for us a month before  
our discussion date. Questions? Comments?  
E-mail Laurie Weinberg, sagecitrus@aol.com

March 27 - Waking Lions, by contemporary Israeli  novelist 
Ayelet Gundar-Goshen, begins with an accidental moment 
that leads to layers of moral complexity and suspense.    
The story unfolds in a uniquely Israeli setting but deals  
with universal moral dilemmas of social and personal  
justice, refugees and giving refuge.
April  24 - The Rescuer, by Dara Horn, is a non- fiction  
psychological profile of Varian Fry,  a young classicist  
who went to occupied France in 1941 to rescue from the 
Nazis over 2,000 leading writers, artists, and intellectuals 
including Marc Chagall and Hannah Arendt. A review of the 
book asks  “So why did even the people Fry saved want to 
forget him?”

Green Team continued from page 3

At the synagogue:

•  Continuing to make the building—and the activities 
within it—more sustainable.  Sinai has reduced its 
reliance on fossil fuel by getting part of its electricity 
through solar energy from an agreement with Coop 
Power, and we’ve “buttoned up” a lot of excessive  
energy usage (with more to come.)  

•  Researching synagogue-wide composting and  
reducing our use of disposables.

Locally:

•  Researching the Tenn. Gas metering station and Col. 
Gas pipeline proposed for construction at the Long-
meadow Country Club in the middle of a residential 
neighborhood not far from Wolf Swamp Elementary 
School 

•  Learning about the health, safety, and economic risks 
associated with gas power infrastructure

Statewide:

Lobbying for passage of HD 3178, SD 1793, or SD 1603, 
bills that propose that any gas utility under investigation 
by the National Transportation Safety Board would not be 
allowed to expand its infrastructure until the results of that 
investigation are made public. 

Please consider joining our efforts!  Our next meeting 
is at Sinai in the Kehillah Room on Thursday, March 7, at 
noon. 

Please also consider registering to attend the 2nd Jewish 
Climate Conference: “The Time Is Short; the Task Is Great”  
On Sunday, March 24 at Temple Reyim in Newton.  If 
you’re interested in carpooling, or want to join the Green 
Team, please contact Michele Marantz (mb.marantz@com-
cast.net or Richard Alpert (ralpert42@gmail.com). 

Purim is coming!  And we’ll feature masks, books, 
toys and noisemakers.
     Passover is one of our favorite holidays!  We’ll be 
showing Seder plates, Elijah and  Miriam cups, and 
lots of  themed toys and games for all.
     Many lovely  items for your Seder table include 
Haggadahs, serving pieces, decorations, beautiful 
hostess gifts, and jewelry.
     Special days and hours for shopping convenience 
will be coming soon..

SINAI TEMPLE
JUDAICA SHOP

Thais Fischel 786-9577

Sinai Temple
Caring Community Committee

The Chesed Community Committee would like you to 
know that we are here! Several members of Sinai Temple 
are here to help other congregants with the following:

•  Deliver messages of Condolence

•  Deliver greetings during the High Holidays to a  
congregant who has lost a family member  
throughout the year

•  Birthday wishes for our mature members

•  Post - surgery help

•  Meal trains

•  Coffee and conversation

•  Visiting members who may be isolated or home bound

•  Hospital visits

 If you, or someone you know would like our help,  
please contact:

Alan Brown: (413) 525-6254 – shalom2875@yahoo.com 
Ellen Rowles: (413) 285-8047 – ellen7352@gmail.com



7:00 p.m. 
Mary Poppins Purim.
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MARCH 8
7:30 P.M., SINAI TEMPLE

“At Shabbat services on March 8th, we will  
be joined by Reform liturgist Alden Solovy 

who will weave his prayer poetry into the service.”

Alden Solovy spreads joy and excitement for prayer.  
A liturgist, poet, author and teacher, his writing was trans-
formed by multiple tragedies, marked in 2009 by the sud-
den death of his wife from catastrophic brain injury. Alden’s 
teaching spans from Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute 
of Religion in Jerusalem to synagogues throughout North 
America. The Jerusalem Post called his writing “soulful, 
meticulously crafted.” He’s the author of two books from 
CCAR 

Press: the newly-released This Joyous Soul: A New Voice 
for Ancient Yearnings and This Grateful Heart: Psalms and 
Prayers for a New Day. In 2012, Alden made aliyah to Israel 
and lives in Jerusalem. He also writes for Ritualwell, RavBlog 
and the Times of Israel. Find his latest work at  
ToBendLight.com. Alden can be reached at asolovy54@
gmail.com.

Purim
March 20th

6:00 p.m. Pizza dinner

The Caring Community 
of  Sinai Temple

 invites you to be present
at our congregation’s

7th day of Passover service
(during which Yizkor will be recited)

10:30 AM on Friday, April 26th.

A Passover luncheon will be served

following the service.

There is no charge for this wonderful event.

Unfortunately walk-ins cannot be  
accommodated.

RSVP to the Temple office, 736-3619,

no later than Tuesday, April 22.

(Family friendly evening feel free to
 dress up & bring your noise makers).

RSVP by calling the Office.

John Gerry-Karajanes , long-time Sinai musical accompianest.
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Scholar In Residence Weekend: 3/29 & 3/30

“Worship with the Wires Exposed:
 A Closer Look at the Words, Music, 

and Relevance of Jewish Communal Prayer.”

Cantor Ellen Dreskin (www.ellendreskin.com)  is an innovative worship leader in the liberal Jewish movement.  Her 
expertise extends from music to synagogue transformation, from experiential education to enlivened liturgy and 
mysticism.  She is a synagogue consultant and clergy coach in the areas of liturgical innovation, personal prayer 
practice, and communal worship skills. Ellen has worked as a scholar-in-residence at dozens of congregations across 
the country, and has served as both Cantor and Educator at congregations in Ohio and New York.  She regularly 
serves on the Faculty of Institutes, Camps, and Conferences, including HUC-JIR, Hava Nashira, URJ Biennial, URJ 
Kutz Camp Leadership Academy, and the JCCA’s SCLI Fellows’ Program. 

Friday night March 29th: 
6 pm Shabbat dinner

$10 suggested donation
(Middle Eastern food from Saray- RSVP by calling the Office.)

7 pm, Innovative Kabbalat Shabbat
filled with new music and new insights

Saturday morning March 30th: 9 am: “Tefillah as Torah: 
What do our prayers tell us about who we are and why we are here.”

Shabbat brunch following

Saturday late afternoon starting at 5 pm pizza dinner:
“Interactive Havdallah: Stories and Songs for Shabbat and the Week Ahead.”

(Interactive, engaging for all ages.)
$5 suggested donation

This weekend is supported in part by Carol and David Tivoli in honor of Carol’s parents, George and Phyllis Brindis, and 
by a grant from the Harold Grinspoon Foundation.
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May 1st
Sinai Temple

Communal Yom Hashoah  
service

7 pm: service of remembrance  
7:30 pm: guest speaker:  

Dr. Amy Simon

“Holocaust Diaries: Victim  
Voices from the Abyss.”

Dr. Amy Simon holds the William and Audrey 
Farber Family Chair in Holocaust Studies and  
European Jewish History at Michigan State  
University. She teaches in James Madison  
College and the Department of History and is a 
core faculty member in the Michael and Elaine 
Serling Institute for Jewish Studies and Modern 
Israel.  She has previously worked as a researcher 
on a digital humanities project at the United 
States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washing-
ton, DC and is a former fellow there and at the 
Claims Conference.  She regularly participates 
in local and international workshops and con-
ferences through the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum, Yad Vashem, the Holocaust 
Educational Foundation, and the Association  
for Jewish Studies.  Dr. Simon has published on 
the topics of Holocaust literature, Holocaust  
perpetrators, and teaching with Holocaust diaries.

Jewish Joke
 A man was lying in bed on a Saturday morning. His 
wife said to him, “Get out of bed and go to “shul”.  
“I don’t want to go to shul”, said he, “and there are 
three reasons for that. First, I am tired. Second, I don’t 
like the service and I really dislike the sermons. Third, 
the congregation doesn’t like me.”  So his wife said, 
“Those excuses are no good.  Get out of bed and go 
to shul for three reasons. First, a decent Jewish family 
goes to shul together. Second, God will never forgive 
you, if you don’t come to shul. And third, you are the 
rabbi.”

The Memory of the Righteous is a Blessing
Sinai Temple extends condolences as we remember the 
following. Their memories are precious to their relatives, 
their friends and to each of us who form the community 
of Sinai Temple.

We remember those who have passed away from  
January 1, 2019 to present:
 
 • Irving Gitlen, Michael Gitlen’s father.
 • Ruth Corbert
 • Irving Chase, Richard Chase’s father. 
 • Sid Snegg

Mazal Tov To:
•  The families of Amy and Mike Ferrigno on  

the birth of their son, Jacob Avery Ferrigno. His grand-
parents are Kathy and David Rothschild, Colleen 
Bugbee and Gary Ferrigno and great grandmother 
Caroline Kamay.

 •  Ellen Rowles on the arrival of her new granddaughter, 
Izabela Kamila Koziol. Izabela arrived January 25th. 
She joins her proud parents Heather and Mariusz  
Koziol and her brother, Adrian .

We welcome our new member:

• Sharon Chasen
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BEHIND

EVERY

GREAT

CHEF!

kittredge
FOODSERVICE EQUIPMENT & SUPPLIES

www.kittredgeequipment.com    |   AA/EOE

A Certified Woman Owned Business Enterprise (WBE)

CONSULTATIVE DESIGN        |

DELIVERY & INSTALLATION

EQUIPMENT & SMALLWARES

Now you can SHOP on our Website!

100 Bowles Rd,  Agawam, MA 01001      |     800-723-7082     |     413-304-4100

Our Advertisers Welcome Your Business

 

149 Ella Grasso Tpke.
Windsor Locks, CT
860-623-2000

BRADLEY AIRPORT
Stay Park Fly Package

cwssales@shieldhotels.com

Stella’s Bones & Pet Care
Lesley Maple

lesley@stellasbones.com

h!"://www.stellasbones.com
(413) 221-5470
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Hebrew Free Loan association 
            oF Greater sprinGFieLd

Carlin Trietsch, Executive Director
1160 Dickinson Street
Springfield, MA 01108 

413-736-6573
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HFLA is available to Jews who need a little 
extra assistance in a time of distress and are 
unable to secure a loan through traditional 
resources.
Every loan disbursed by HFLA is a community 
investment in the dignity and independence 
of local families and individuals in need.

INTEREST-FREE PERSONAL LOANS

AND EDUCATION LOANS

A Hand up 
not a Handout

WITH A LOAN FROM HFLA
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FAIRFIELD INN & SUITES 
AT INGLESIDE SQUARE 

Consistent service and exceptional value make 
Fairfield Inn & Suites at Ingleside Square the perfect 

complement to your special occasion 

 

Call us at 413-533-2800 to make a reservation. Ask us 
about special group and corporate rates! 

Fairfield Inn & Suites 
NEWLY OPENED 
229 Whiting Farms Rd. 
www.marriott.com/BDLHO 

x Free Hot Breakfast
x Meeting Room
x Free WiFi
x Indoor Pool and Fitness Center

13
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Sixt rent a car, LLC
504 Saint James Ave.
Springfield, MA 01104

sixt.com

Sixt rent a car, LLC
504 Saint James Ave.
Springfield, MA 01104

sixt.com

Sixt rent a car, LLC
504 Saint James Ave.
Springfield, MA 01104

sixt.com

Peter W. Shrair
David A. Shrair
Robert L. Dambrov
Dawn D. McDonald
Susan A. McCoy
John W. Davis
Hon. Mary E. Hurley (ret.)
Rona S. Fingold, of CounselSixt rent a car, LLC

504 Saint James Ave.
Springfield, MA 01104

sixt.com

richard.black@sixt.com
phone: +1 413 731 6900

mobile: +1 413 237 2224

Richard Black
Vice President, Jay Harland Corp.

Our Advertisers Welcome Your Business

Your Ad could go here.

Please call the Temple 
office at 736-3619.

Ron Gordenstein
Owner/President

9 0  Tapley St - Spfld
broadwayoffice.com

ron@broadwayoffice.com
• Fu ll Service Dealersh ip
• New and  Used  Fu rnitu re
• Cu stom Fu rnitu re Refu rbish ing
• Space Planning  and  Interior Desig n
• Installation and  Moving  Services

B r o a d w a y
O f f i c e
I n t e r i o r s

413.734.8911 p
413.734.9943 f



Friends Next Door
Friends Next Door is a lecture series that explores the differences 
and similarities as we read and relate to sacred texts. We will talk 
about how our traditions understand concepts such as afterlife, sin 
and repentance, prayer and spirituality. We will also compare and 
contrast the various ways religious traditions incorporate ritual into 
the lifecycle. In each session there will be leaders from two religious 
traditions guiding the discussion.

March 14 - Afterlife
March 21 - Sin and Repentance
March 28 - Rights of Passage / Lifecycle
April 4 - Liturgy
April 11 - Spiritual Seeking in Modern Times

Thursday evenings, from 7:00-8:30 p.m. with coffee, tea and desserts
Sinai Temple 1100 Dickinson Street, Springfield

Planned and presented by:
Cantor Elise Barber, Temple Beth El
Rev. Marisa Brown Ludwig, First Church of Christ in Longmeadow, UCC
Rabbi James Greene, Springfield Jewish Community Center
Rabbi Devorah Jacobson, JGS Lifecare
Rabbi Amy Katz, Temple Beth El
Rabbi Jeremy Master, Sinai Temple
Rev. Pam McGrath,  First Church of Christ in Longmeadow, UCC

Rev. Ute Schmidt, Baystate Health
Rev. Jason Seymour, Unitarian Universalist Society of Greater Springfield
Rabbi Mark Shapiro, Sinai Temple
Rev. Anne Strickert,  St. Paul Lutheran Church
Rev. Peter Swarr, St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
Rev. Kelly Turney, East Longmeadow United Methodist Church


