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From the Rabbi’s Study...(Put Your Actions where
Your Mouth Is)

Involve yourself, as we will at the end of the month, in the reading
of the Pesach Haggadah, and you will find yourself enmeshed in a
drama carrying your ancestors from degradation to liberation. The
Seder:  it’s a story-telling cum gastric ingestions of our People’s move
from servitude to freedom. But there’s more to it. It bespeaks a 
further hope, a hope that our emancipation will universalize into 
the liberation of all humankind (No wonder the Seder is such a 
happening!)

But about the Seder itself, one thing seems to run counter to what
the order of it ought to be (and the very word, Seder, means order in
Hebrew). Here’s the way it goes: first we eat matzah and experience
the freedom it represents, and then we eat a chunk of maror and 
experience the bitterness of enslavement. So why the backtracking?

Before I give you my take on this, pause with me and consider the
whole phenomenon of the matzah we eat at the Seder. Volumes have
been written about it, but I’ll spare you most of the technical details.
Beyond the process of how that matzah (hand-made or machine-
made) gets to your table, beyond how it is made and why it is made
in the way that it is, one thing is clear: eating that obligatory piece of
matzah at the Seder is not something to take lightly. First, there is the
minimum size it is supposed to be (The size, called a k’zayit in Hebrew,
means an olive’s-worth, but that’s technical; I’ve seen that size 
defined either as a piece ½ or ⅔ the size of a standard piece of 
machine-made matzah). And then there is the amount of time in
which you are supposed to eat it (The time is within two minutes,
though some allow three of four). From both standpoints, eating
that obligatory piece of matzah is not supposed to be a quick nibble.
Rather, it’s about a full contemplation and experience through eating
matzah of what freedom tastes like. (Do that at your Seder, by the
way, and you will find yourself in the middle of a powerful religious 
experience!)

So why, then, just when we get to the high-point of the drama,
do we go backwards?  The Torah on a number of occasions, literally
beginning right after the Great Liberation and continuing across the
long trek through the wilderness, berates our ancestors for wanting
to go back to Egypt and certain enslavement. So why do we, 
symbolically after the liberation we have experienced through eating

Friday Evening Services in March
March 2 – 6:00 p.m.
March 9 – 6:00 p.m. - Tot Shabbat

7:30 p.m. - Scholar in Residence
March 16 – 7:30 p.m.
March 23 – 6:00 p.m.
March 30 – 1st Seder – NO SERVICE

Friday Evening Services in April
April 6 – 6:00 p.m.
April 13 – 7:00 p.m.
April 20 – 6:00 p.m.
April 27 – 7:30 p.m.

Special Saturday Evening Service
March 31 – 2nd Seder – 6:00-10:00 p.m.
Service and Seder meal

Saturday Mornings
Shabbat Services at 10:15 a.m. 
March 3, 17, 24, 31
April 7, 14

Special Service and Luncheon 
March 24 –10 a.m. -12:30 p.m.
(Scholar in Residence)

Bat Mitzvah and Shabbat 
Services at 10:30 a.m. 
April 21 – Hannah Oleson – Bat Mitzvah
April 28 – Avery Halpern – Bat Mitzvah

Torah Study 
Each Saturday morning from 9-10 a.m.

NOTE…SINAI IS PRINTING ONLY SIX BULLETINS THIS YEAR.
BULLETINS WILL BE MARCH/APRIL, MAY/JUNE, SEPTEMBER, OCTOBER, NOVEMBER/ DECEMBER, JANUARY/FEBRUARY. 

THIS IS A VERY STRONG REASON FOR OUR WANTING TO STAY IN TOUCH VIA E-MAIL. PLEASE SEND US YOUR E-MAIL.

continued on page 3
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Co-President’s Message
Change, that exhilarating although admittedly unnerv-

ing process that has kept Judaism alive for millennia, is
upon us as we prepare for arrivals and departures. Karen
Mendelsohn is coordinating the transition process as we
prepare to welcome Rabbi Jeremy Master as our settled
rabbi on July 1. We are excited that the congregation will
have an early opportunity to meet Rabbi Master and his
wife Rabbi Alana Wasserman at a Meet and Greet on
Wednesday, March 14, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m., when they will be
in town for a brief house hunting expedition. 

We will honor Cantor Levson, and all he has given and
shared with us at a very special Saturday evening musical
coffee house on June 2 before he leaves to enjoy a well-
earned final month of sabbatical. This is an evening you 
will not want to miss.

Rabbi Kosovske's term as our interim Rabbi ends June 30.
We  will honor the wisdom, warmth and guidance he has
shared with us on Shabbat evening June 15.  

The Cantorial Specialist Search Committee, headed by
Beth Chafetz, is considering a number of applicants for a
newly created cantorial specialist position. We will keep you
posted on that search as it progresses. 

And in the meantime - Sinai is a busy place!  A weekend
of learning with guest scholar Rabbi Amy Sheinerman takes
place on March 9, 10, and 11, with five teaching opportu-
nities. Our commemoration of 70 years of Israeli statehood
begins with Professor Ilan Stavans of Amherst College
speaking about Israel on Friday evening, March 16. Our
Great Safrai Jerusalem Art Show opens with a Gala on
March 22 and continues through the entire week-end. We
will come together as a community to retell the ancient
story of our birth as a people on the second night of
Passover, Saturday March 31.

The Snyder Award Dinner on April 20 will honor Snyder
Award winners as well as the 70th Israel Independence Day,
the 4th of Iyar, which falls this year on April 18. We look
forward to sharing these exciting times with all of you.

L'Shalom,  Buff and Laurie

The B'nai Mitzvah Committee is looking for Programs 
your family has made or collected from prior Bar and Bat
Mitzvahs. If you have any old Programs could you please
drop them off at the office at Sinai Temple. We will be 
putting them in a binder for upcoming B'nai Mitzvah 
families to use as a reference

If you enjoy working with children and would like to 
work with B'nai Mitzvah staff and families, the B'nai Mitzvah
Committee is looking to compile a list of B'nai Mitzvah tutors.
Tutors may work with students under the direction of clergy
to provide further preparation for prayer leading, Torah and
Haftorah chanting. If you are interested and wish more infor-
mation. Please contact either Dasha Baker 413-736-3619,
dbaker@sinai-temple.org, Jodi Maniscalco, jodiman@
comcast.net, or Carol Tivoli, cbtivoli112@gmail.com.

Announcement from the B’nai 
Mitzvah Committee:

NOTES FROM THE CANTOR
Please join us as Sinai Temple welcomes Dan Nichols to

Springfield, MA on Friday, April 13, for a special Shabbat
evening celebration of Yom Ha’atzmaut, Israeli Independ-
ence Day! Dan is one of the hottest Jewish musicians of our
time! A product of the URJ Jewish camping movement, Dan
has toured congregations and Jewish summer camps across
North America for the past 15 years.  A classically trained
singer, Dan received his Bachelor of Music degree in vocal
performance at the University of North Carolina. 
In 1995, realizing the potential of music to make powerful
connections with Jewish youth, Dan established the Jewish
rock band Eighteen. Since that time, Dan and Eighteen
have released 11 albums. Songs like L’takein (The Na Na
Song), B’tzelem Elohim, Kehillah Kedoshah, Chazak,
Hoshia, and Sweet As Honey and have become Jewish 
communal anthems throughout North America.

Our service on April 13 will begin at a special time, 
7:00 P.M. The services will be preceded by “preneg” hors
d’oeuvres provided by the Jewish Federation.  Following
the service, the community will have the unique opportunity
to hear a presentation by Yossi Klein Halevi, the famous
American-born Israeli author and journalist who will be in
Springfield for this special weekend.  Please mark your cal-
endar and plan to join us on Friday, April 13 at 7:00 (note
the time!) for this celebration of Israel’s 70th anniversary!

Ivdu et Hashem B’simcha!  Serve the Holy One with Joy!

Come welcome our new Rabbi
to  Sinai Temple!

Meet & Greet
with

Rabbi Jeremy Master

Wednesday, March 14
7-9 p.m.
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NOT-TO-BE-MISSED 
SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE WEEKEND
The Greatest Sinai Learning Experience of the Year!

When: Friday March 9th through Sunday, March 11th 
Where: Sinai Temple

We cordially invite you to be part of a spectacular learning extravaganza as our scholar-in-
residence, Rabbi Amy Scheinerman journeys to Sinai Temple to teach and inspire us.

Our Program Sessions:
Friday evening, 7:30 PM (during our Shabbat service):
“Wisdom From a Very Deep Well: The Talmud is Yours, Grab Hold.”

Shabbat morning, 9:00 AM (as Shabbat Torah Study):
“Getting Relationships Right: Ancient Advice for Modern Living”

Shabbat afternoon session, 12:00 PM (following our brief Shabbat service and 
including lunch):
“The Rabbis’ Radical Views of God: Not What You Might Think”

Saturday evening, 6:30 PM (as a Board of Directors dinner session):
“Beautiful Argument or Ugly Conversation?”

Sunday morning, 9:30 AM (for all, including breakfast)
“Siblings: Competitors? Companions? Confidantes?”

Our Scholar: 
Rabbi Amy Scheinerman, Columbia, Maryland, is the hospice rabbi in Howard County, 
Maryland. Her book, The Talmud of Relationships, published by the Jewish Publication Society
in two volumes, is due out this summer. She is the president of the Howard County Board 
of Rabbis and past-president of the Baltimore Board of Rabbis. In addition, she serves on the
Responsa Committee of the CCAR and as editor of the Torah Commentary column of the
CCAR newsletter. She has served Conservative, Reform, and unaffiliated congregations. 
Rabbi Scheinerman received her bachelor’s degree from Brown University; studied at the 
Hebrew University in Jerusalem and Princeton Theological Seminary; and was ordained at
HUC-JIR in New York, where she also received a Doctor of Divinity in 2009. She is a brilliant
scholar and an incredible teacher!

RSVP (for the no-charge Shabbat lunch and/or Sunday breakfast) to the Temple office either by phone
(413-736-3619) or email (rblanchettegage@sinai-temple.org) no later than end-of-day, Tuesday, March 6th.
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freedom-bread, now go back by eating maror into the very
place the Torah has told us never to go?

The answer (and this is one to teach our kids): we are
not returning to the bitterness of slavery by eating maror.
Rather, we are telling ourselves that we are never going to
forget where we have come from.

One of the things peculiar to Judaism is that it does not
tell us that the way to know how to act toward others is by
“putting yourself into the other person’s shoes.” Rather it
tells us instead the way is by remembering our own history.
In other words, remember now what slavery felt like, and
then act to free those who are yet enslaved. Remember
what being mistreated felt like, and then insure that no one
else is mistreated. 

So now it becomes clear that the seeming backtracking
in the Seder isn’t so strange. It’s a suggestion of a powerful
imperative: remember (and in your mind relive!) where you
have been, and then go out and make the world a better
place.

At the end of the month, we will wish each other a chag
kasher v’sameiach, a religiously successful and happy Pesach.
And that’s what Janet and I will be wishing each and every
one of you then too. May the festival bring you fulfillment,
and may it bring you sweetness as well.

Rabbi Howard Kosovske

Rabbi message continued from page 1

"It is not your responsibility to finish the work of perfecting
the world, but you are not free to desist from it either.”
Rabbi Tarfon, Pirke Avot 2:21

How better can we perfect the world than to teach our
children? As Religious School sails into spring, we have more
opportunities for joyful learning both during and outside of
school hours. 

Upcoming events:
• URJ Camp Presentation, Sunday March 4, 12:30-

2:30 pm. Open to children and their families. Learn
about URJ camps (everyone) and experience some
camp activities (students.)  Sinai members who have
been campers and staff will share some of their experi-
ences. Lunch is provided.

• 5th/6th Grade Retreat, Friday, March 16 to 
Saturday, March 17. Our fifth and sixth grade 
students will spend Shabbat together having fun and
learning about Bar/Bat Mitzvah.

• Model Pesach Seder, Sunday, March 18, 11am-
noon. It’s not Passover yet, but we can still share
teaching the story of the Exodus, singing, eating, and
celebrating freedom. You may pick up good ideas for
your seder!

• Rosh Chodesh Young Women’s Group, Sunday,
March 18, 12:30-2:30pm. All girls/women from 
7th-12th grades are invited to spend time with other
Jewish women. Activities are chosen and determined by
participants and you do not need to be enrolled in our
Religious School. Lunch is provided.

• Israel Day, Sunday, April 8, 9am-noon. Our kinder-
garten through 7th grade students will spend the 
Religious School session with Israeli songs, stories,
dance, food, trivia, and more.

• Rosh Chodesh Young Women’s Group, Sunday,
April 8, 12:30-2:30.

Whew!  We have brought, and will continue to bring, 
different opportunities for learning to all of our students 
and their families. Todah Raba (thank you very much) to 
our teachers for their hard work and to this community for
supporting our efforts. 

Message from Dasha Baker
Religious School Director

THE MEN AND WOMEN OF SINAI
(MWOS)

I am privileged to announce that this year’s nominees
for the Rabbi Herman E. Snyder Award are Belle Rita Novak
and Jackie Neiman.  Please see the accompanying insert on
our honorees for 2018/5778 and the Award Dinner and
presentation on Friday, April 20th!! It is the 25th anniver-
sary of the Snyder Award and we will want to acknowledge
prior honorees at the service. It is also Israel’s 70th birthday,
so we will have a special Israeli-style kosher dinner and
combine our celebrations. 

I want to thank all of you who have who have pitched 
in to help MWOS in any way.  We warmly welcome your
participation.  Please come to honor Belle Rita and Jackie 
on April 20th and please consider joining MWOS for our 
future in support of Sinai Temple and our community!

Jack Henrie
MWOS President
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ISRAELI ART SHOW AND SALE
By Safrai Gallery of Jerusalem

MARCH 22 – MARCH 25, 2018

Sinai Temple, 1100 Dickinson Street, Springfield, MA, 
will be transformed into a gallery featuring the finest in 

Israeli art. A comprehensive collection of original oil 
paintings, watercolors, original lithographs and etchings 

designed by over 100 different Israeli artists will be 
at the show. Over 1500 works of art will be 

available for exhibition and sale.

Gala Opening – All Welcome
Thursday, March 22 – 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm

Friday, March 23 – 10:00 am –3:00 pm
Saturday, March 24 – 8:00 pm – 9:30 pm
Sunday, March 25 – 9:00 am –   4:00 pm

For more information, please call 860-668-0494

Amherst College Professor 
Ilan Stavans, March 16

Professor Stavans returns to Sinai on March 16 to 
speak from the bima as we approach Israel’s 70th 
Independence Day, Yom Ha’azmaut. Professor 
Stevans is a Mexican-American essayist, lexicogra-
pher, cultural commentator, translator, short-story 
author, publisher, TV personality, and teacher known
for his insights into American, Hispanic, and Jewish
cultures, and that is just a partial list!  

Service at 6 p.m., a great opportunity to hear one
of Sinai’s favorite guest speakers.

The Jewish Federation of Western Massachusetts invites you
to a series of events throughout the Pioneer Valley in cele-
bration of Israel’s 70th anniversary. The Federation is proud
to sponsor these events through the Anna P. Housen Fund
for Israel of the Jewish Endowment Foundation.

For Israel’s 70th anniversary, our community will be host 
to Yossi Klein HaLevi for three days, and four presentations.
There is simply no Israeli journalist quite as incisive or 
eloquent writing for an American audience. The author of
three renowned books, “Memoirs of a Jewish Extremist”,
described by the New York Times as a “book of burning
importance”, “At the Entrance to the Garden of Eden: A
Jews Search for God with Christians and Muslims in the
Holy Land”, a extraordinary and heartbreaking study of 
interfaith relationships and his masterpiece, “Like Dreamers:
The Story of the Israeli Paratroopers who reunited Jerusalem
and Divided a Nation”, he crafts books that are serious 
historical studies by a masterful storyteller.  Israeli Ambassa-
dor to the United States, Michael Oren , who wrote his
own book on the Six Day War, calls “Like Dreamers” 
the Israeli epic. 

Yossi is presently a senior fellow at the distinguished
Shalom Hartman Institute. Come hear him once, and you’ll
want to come to all his talks. There is no charge to attend,
but registration is required as noted.

Friday, April 13
Sinai Temple, 1100 Dickinson Street, Springfield
6:00-6:30 PM Hors D’oeuvres and Service
7:30 PM Presentation: The Future of the Israel-Diaspora 
Relationship
8:30 PM Dessert
All are welcome. 

Saturday, April 14
B’nai Torah, 2 Eunice Drive, Longmeadow
Dvar Torah by Yossi Klein Halevi 
All are welcome.

Temple Beth El, 979 Dickinson Street, Springfield
1:00 PM Letters to My Palestinian Neighbor is one Israeli’s
powerful attempt to reach beyond the wall that separates
Israelis and Palestinians and into the hearts of "the enemy."
In a series of letters, Yossi Klein Halevi explains what moti-
vated him to leave his native New York in his twenties and
move to Israel to participate in the drama of the renewal of
a Jewish homeland, which he is committed to see succeed
as a morally responsible, democratic state in the Middle
East. All are welcome.

Sunday, April 15, 10:00 AM  
Jewish Community of Amherst, 742 Main Street, Amherst
Topic: Israel: What Gives Me Hope
All are welcome. 
For more information, visit jewishwesternmass.org.

Yossi Klein HaLevi - April 13-15
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Spring will delight us with our Purim Shpiel
and then on to Passover.  We'll have everything
you'll need from Seder plates to toys and games.

For the coming B'nai Mitzvah, there's a lovely 
selection of Tallism and appropriate gifts.

Judaica Gift Shop Corner

Thais Fischel 786-9577

SPFTY is looking forward to spring! 

Spring brings us Spring Conclavette, a regional event
with high schoolers from around the Northeast. This year,
Spring Conclavette is April 6-8, in Needham, MA. It is three
days of incredible programs, singing, and hanging out 
with friends. Please email spfty413@gmail.com for more 
information.

SPFTY is also planning some local events for the spring.
We are busy planning a social action event as well as other
local events.

The best way to keep up with SPFTY is to come to our
monthly meetings: the last Wednesday of each month from
4:45-5:45 in the teen lounge at Sinai. We look forward to
seeing you! 

You can also contact us by email: spfty413@gmail.com
or phone: 413-244-9794

Elizabeth and Jonathan Dubinsky

We read these words in the Passover Haggadah:
“All who are hungry, let them come and eat; all
who are in need, let them come and celebrate
Passover with us.”  Should anyone wish to come
to our second night of Pesach seder but not be
able to afford the cost, please call or email Rabbi
Kosovske at the Temple directly and leave him a
message (413-736-3619, x-120; or rabbi@sinai-
temple.org).  He will confidentially arrange for
you to be able to join with us.

SINAI TEMPLE
2ND NIGHT OF PASSOVER

CONGREGATIONAL SEDER 
Saturday, March 31, 2018

6:00 PM

Join Rabbi Howard Kosovske and Cantor Martin
Levson as they lead our congregation and guests
in celebrating Passover using a family friendly
Haggadah. Our Seder will be catered by Cheryl
Blonder and will feature a festive fully kosher for
Passover meal.

The fare:
Individual seder plates (Horseradish, egg,
charoset, lettuce, salt water, bone)
Matzah at each table
Wine and grape juice

First Course: 
Gefilte Fish

Chicken Soup with Matzo Ball
Main Course:

Boneless Breast of Chicken Mirabella 
(With dried Apricots)
Sweet Carrots with Tarragon
Roasted Red Potatoes

Dessert:
Assorted Parve Pastries
Coffee, Tea

Cost:  
$36 per person ($18, children under 13;
free, age five and under) all inclusive.

Make reservations on-line or by check at the
Sinai Temple office.
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It is with great pleasure that 

the Men and Women of Sinai 

announce the recipients of the annual 

Rabbi Herman Eliot Snyder
Service Award for the year 2018/5778

Belle Rita Novak & 
Jacqueline Neiman

Please join us on

Friday night, April 20th, 2018

for an Israeli-Style Dinner 

celebrating Israel’s 70th birthday

Followed by Erev Shabbat Service

We will honor the recipientS for the quality 

of their many years of Service to Sinai Temple 

and the community on this the 25th Anniversary 

of the Rabbi Snyder Award.

Dinner: 6:00 PM - Service: 7:30 PM
Cost: $15

Reservations Required by Tuesday, April 17th

Call the Sinai Temple office at 413.736.3619 or

Use the Sinai Temple website at www.sinai-temple.org
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SINAI IN TRANSITION
Sinai Temple is in transition. The rabbinic search was

successful and now we begin to welcome Rabbi Jeremy
Master to Sinai Temple. At this time, Rabbi Master continues
his full-time rabbinic commitment in South Carolina. He
continues regular contact with the Transition Committee as
he prepares for his first day on July 1, 2018.

Rabbi Master has scheduled a visit to Massachusetts in
March. He and his wife, Rabbi Alana Wasserman, will be
searching for the right house for themselves and their two
young daughters. Even though this visit is brief, Rabbi 
Master will greet the congregation during an Open House,
Wednesday, March 14th from 7-9pm. Volunteers interested
in helping for the Open House, please contact Karen
Mendelsohn at Karen2thdr@gmail.com.

Rabbi Master is looking forward to meeting his new 
congregants. Quality relationships created in the synagogue
and a feeling of engagement are important to him. He 
offers his contact information for anyone who wishes to
reach out to him at jmaster7@hotmail.com until July 1st 
or friend him on Facebook at  https://www.facebook.com/
jeremy.master

There will be other opportunities to meet Rabbi Master
this summer at Shabbat Services, Torah Study and Coffee
and Conversation gatherings. If you are interested in hosting
a coffee, please contact Karen Mendelsohn.

There are so many other important transitions before
Rabbi Master arrives in July. There will be a special event
June 2 as we say thank you and farewell to Cantor Martin
Levson. In addition, a farewell event will be held for Rabbi
Kosovske June 15 to celebrate his interim years at Sinai
Temple. 

Since the High Holy days are in early September, the 
installation of Rabbi Master is planned for October. Please
check Sinai’s E-vents, website, and Facebook page for 
updates and additional information.

Karen Mendelsohn

JALSA: Jewish Allliance For Law And
Social Action

JALSA is reaching out to you about becoming a mem-
ber. Help us take root in western Mass. Founded in Boston
in 2001, JALSA’s western expansion in 2017 ensures a more
diverse representation of the State. We need members who
hold progressive Jewish values to engage and support our
mission: JALSA is devoted to the defense of civil rights, the
preservation of constitutional liberties, and the passionate
pursuit of social, economic, and environmental justice.

For further information about becoming a member,
please contact either Ronnie Leavitt at ronnie.leavitt@
gmail.com or Molly Bajgot at molly.jalsa@gmail.com.

J STREET NATIONAL CONFERENCE
The 2018 J Street National Conference takes place

from April 14th-17th in Washington, DC., an opportunity
to stand with a community of individuals who share pro-
Israel, pro-peace values of democracy and diplomacy. 

At the conference, you can:
• Hear from Members of Congress and Knesset about

the challenges to and opportunities for ensuring Is-
rael's future as a secure, democratic, and Jewish home-
land.

• Learn from world-class experts about current trends in
the Middle East.

• Explore the realities on the ground with local activists.
• Make your voice heard on Capitol Hill on Advocacy

Day, April 17.
There is also a special 20% synagogue delegation dis-

count available if a group of five or more people attend
from a congregation. J Street also offers reduced rates for
anyone for whom cost might be a limiting factor. 

To learn more about the conference and accessing any
discount, please be in touch with Jonna Gaberman, a local J
Street lay leader, at jgaberman@comcast.net.

�ŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ��ĚƵĐĂƚŝŽŶĂů�^ƉƌŝŶŐ�ƚƌŝƉ͊ 
^ƵŶĚĂǇ͕ �DĂǇ�ϲƚŚ͊ 

 

Visit Hayyim Mayyim Mikveh, a contemporary mikveh, definitely 
ŶŽƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŐƌĂŶĚŵŽƚŚĞƌ͛Ɛ�ŵŝŬǀĞŚ͕ in Auburndale, Ma. 

 
 

Enjoy lunch at Zaftig's in Brookline  
Visit Israel Book Shop and Kolbo Fine Judaica Gallery 

All three located on Harvard Ave in Brookline within a couple of 

minutes walking distance of each other.  
 
 

Cost is only $30 which includes bus transportation and Mayyim Hayyim 
tour, thanks to the support of a generous congregant. 

 
We meet in the Sinai parking lot at 

7:30 for a 7:45am departure and return by 6pm. 
 

Sign up ONLINE or through the office by April 1. 
 

Questions?  Contact Carol Tivoli, cbtivoli112@gmail.com or 
Sarah Shtrax, sshtrax@gmail.com  
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The Secret order of Ahasuerus
Citizens of Shushan Sinai. It is I, King Ahasuerus. 

I have heard your cry and I am here to help!
How many times have you overheard, “this place

would be great if we could just keep all of this religion
out of it”. Or “I don’t believe in that God-stuff any-
way.”  Well Judaism is more than just a religion; it’s 
a way of life. And a life without fun is not living. 

Judaism is about exploring all that life has to offer.
It’s watching Mel Books movies and the perfect 
pastrami sandwich. It’s staring at your reflection in 
a Chagall window, cheering for Julian Edelman, and
listening to Gershwin, Sondheim, Bob Dylan, or Billy
Joel. It’s binge watching Seinfeld while eating bagels
and lox.

Judaism isn’t meant to be prayed. It’s meant to 
be lived! So, look for proclamations from me, your 
favorite fun loving fictional King, not just at Purim, but
throughout the year. Join us any time you see my fliers
on e-vents, Facebook, the Sinai Temple Webpage, or
posted on the Temple wall. If you want to know more
or if you want to share a fun idea, e-mail me at 
Ahasuerus@sinai-temple.org.  

Remember this is our secret. BTW I am a convert.

SINAI READING PARTNERS - Books to
Consider
Three Floors UP, by Israeli novelist Eshkol Nevo, Set in an
upper-middle-class Tel Aviv apartment building, this best-
selling and warmly acclaimed Israeli novel examines the 
interconnected lives of its residents, whose turmoils, 
secrets, unreliable confessions, and problematic decisions
reveal a society in the midst of an identity crisis. We discuss
on Wednesday, March 21, at noon.

Forest Dark, by Nicole Krauss, her latest novel, has gotten
great reviews. We discuss on Wednesday, April 18, at
noon.

THANK YOU 
FROM ANGEL’S FAMILY

SINAI TEMPLE 
MEMORIAL PARK

Our Heritage, Our Cemetery, 
Our Family

Contact the Temple Office for 
information and pricing.

GOING GREEN
Because the Reform Movement is committed to protect-

ing the environment, Sinai Temple’s Green Team will be
sending periodic mailings to our members with specific
ideas for improving sustainability and fighting climate 
destruction. Here’s our first recommendation:
Are you interested in…

— spending less on utility bills?
— living in cozy rooms, not drafty ones?
— increasing the value of your home?
— reducing climate change?

Did you know that you have probably paid into an 
energy efficiency fund through your utility bills every single
month?  You can take advantage of that fund right now
to make your home more comfortable and energy-efficient.
And if you act now, you may be able to take advantage of
state programs that will defray the cost of insulation for up
to 75%, with no limit. You can also be eligible for low-inter-
est loans and state rebates for new furnaces and/or room
heat pump/air conditioner units.

Ready to learn about easy ways to upgrade your home
and get free LED bulbs and power strips in the process?
Visit ener-g-save.com/form or call 413 279-9141. Thank
you for making a difference!

ener-G-save is a philanthropic pilot project initiated by
the Harold Grinspoon Charitable Foundation.

P.S. If you’re interested in joining Sinai’s Green Team, please
contact Rich Alpert (ralpert42@gmail.com) or Michele Marantz
(mb.marantz@comcast.net). We welcome your interest!
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JEWISH JOKE

Goldblatt was showing off. He told his friend, 
"I bought a hearing aid yesterday. 
It cost me two thousand bucks, 

but it is state of the art." 
"What kind is it?" his friend asked. 

"A quarter of twelve," was the answer.

EVENT CALENDAR FOR APRIL-MAY

DATE                           EVENT                                                   TIME                    CONTACT             

March 4th                      Summer Camp Presentation                        12:30 PM               Dasha Baker

March 9th                      Tot Shabbat                                                6:00 PM                 Melanie Courtemanche

March 9th                      Scholar in Residence (SID)                           7:30 PM                 Rabbi Kosovske

March 10th                    SID – “Ancient Advice”                                9:00-10:00 AM       Rabbi Kosovske

March 10th                    SID – “Rabbi’s Radical Views”                      12:30 PM               Rabbi Kosovske

March 11th                    SID – “Siblings”                                           9:30 AM                 Rabbi Kosovske

March 14th                    Rabbi Master Meet and Greet                      7:00-9:00 PM          Karen Mendelsohn

March 16th                    Ilan Stavans                                                 6:00 PM                  Laurie Weinberg

March 22nd                   Great Sinai Temple Art Show Gala               6:00-9:00 PM          Beth Chafetz

March 23rd                    Art Show                                                     10:00-3:00 PM        Beth Chafetz

March 24th                    Art Show                                                     8:00-9:30 PM          Beth Chafetz

March 25th                    Art Show                                                     9:00-4:00 PM          Beth Chafetz

March 31st                     Sinai Congregation Seder                            6:00 PM                 Rabbi Kosovske

April 13th                       Yossi Klein Halevi Federation Israel              6:00-9:00 PM         Cantor Levson/       
                                      70th Independence Celebration,                                                Rabbi Kosovske  
                                      music by Dan Nichols

April 20th                       Snyder Award  Service/Dinner                     6:00 PM                  Jack Henrie

April 21st                        Hannah Oleson Bat Mitzvah                        10:30 AM                Rabbi Kosovske        

April 27th                       Tot Shabbat                                                6:00 PM                  Melanie Courtemanche

April 28th                       Avery Halpern Bat Mitzvah                          10:30 AM                Rabbi Kosovske
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FREE Estimates
Family Owned and Operated

Over 30 years serving the community

380 Union Street• Suite 1
West Springfield, MA 01089

(413) 736-4440
www.A-ZMOVERS.net

BEHIND
EVERY
GREAT
CHEF!

kittredge
FOODSERVICE EQUIPMENT & SUPPLIES
www.kittredgeequipment.com    |   AA/EOE

A Certified Woman Owned Business Enterprise (WBE)

CONSULTATIVE DESIGN        |

DELIVERY & INSTALLATION

EQUIPMENT & SMALLWARES

Now you can SHOP on our Website!

100 Bowles Rd,  Agawam, MA 01001      |     800-723-7082     |     413-304-4100

Our Advertisers Welcome Your Business

  
Termite & Pest Elimination Since 1890 

  

³Your Pests Will Disappear, We Won¶t!´ 
 

BramanPest.com 
 

732-9009  

(413) 788-9657
572 North Main Street

East Longmeadow, MA 01028

EAST LONGMEADOW 

Dr. William M. Martin
Dr. Sarah Rothbart

      
     

149 Ella Grasso Tpke.
Windsor Locks, CT
860-623-2000

BRADLEY AIRPORT
Stay Park Fly Package

cwssales@shieldhotels.com

Stella’s Bones & Pet Care
Lesley Maple

lesley@stellasbones.com

h!"://www.stellasbones.com
(413) 221-5470
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Sixt rent a car, LLC
504 Saint James Ave.
Springfield, MA 01104

sixt.com

Sixt rent a car, LLC
504 Saint James Ave.
Springfield, MA 01104

sixt.com

Sixt rent a car, LLC
504 Saint James Ave.
Springfield, MA 01104

sixt.com

Peter W. Shrair
David A. Shrair
Robert L. Dambrov
Dawn D. McDonald
Susan A. McCoy
John W. Davis
Hon. Mary E. Hurley (ret.)
Rona S. Fingold, of Counsel

Sixt rent a car, LLC
504 Saint James Ave.
Springfield, MA 01104

sixt.com

richard.black@sixt.com
phone: +1 413 731 6900

mobile: +1 413 237 2224

Richard Black
Vice President, Jay Harland Corp.

Our Advertisers Welcome Your Business

FARMERS’ MARKET
at Forest Park

TUESDAYS 
May – October
12:30-6
Cyr Arena Parking Lot

FREE entry to the Park for the Market

WINTER MARKET, November through April
OLD MONKEY HOUSE

farmersmarketatforestpark.com

Michael’s Painting
chestnutpaint@hotmail.comInterior Residential PaintingSpecializing in Kitchen Cabinet Repainting

Over 35 year in the paint and decorating businessMichael Cohen
860-490-2109

J Stephens Construction 
Specializing in custom building, home repair, general 
maintenance, and emergency repairs.  We can do it all! 

Call with questions or a free quote today! 
Contact Joe Stephens: (413) 374-5012 
 

Licensed & Insured 
Lic#: CS-109644 

!
Email: JStephensconst@gmail.com 
Web: www.facebook.com/jstephensconst 
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Ron Gordenstein
Owner/President

90 Tapley St - Spfld
broadwayoffice.com

ron@broadwayoffice.com
• Full Service Dealership
• New and Used Furniture
• Custom Furniture Refurbishing
• Space Planning and Interior Design
• Installation and Moving Services

B r o a d w a y
O f f i c e
I n t e r i o r s

413.734.8911 p
413.734.9943 f

UNLIMITED 
WASH PASS

per month

goldennozzlecarwash.com

*43"&-�&91&3*&/$&�130(3".4�t �.035("(&�1":.&/5�t �$"3�3&1"*3

HEBREW FREE LOAN ASSOCIATION 
                 OF GREATER SPRINGFIELD

Carlin Trietsch, Executive Director
1160 Dickinson Street
Springfield, MA 01108 

413-736-6573
w w w . h f l a s p r i n g f i e l d . o r g

With a loan from HFLA
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A Hand up 
not a 

Handout

We are here to help eligible applicants 
with temporary financial needs.

With an 
Interest-Free Loan

from HFLA

WE  WE LCO M E  YO U R  D O N AT I O N S

FAIRFIELD INN & SUITES 
AT INGLESIDE SQUARE 

Consistent service and exceptional value make 
Fairfield Inn & Suites at Ingleside Square the perfect 

complement to your special occasion 

 

Call us at ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ to make a reservation. Ask us�
about special group and corporate rates! 

Fairfield Inn & Suites 
NEWLY OPENED 
229 Whiting Farms Rd. 
www.marriott.com/BDLHO 

x Free Hot Breakfast
x Meeting Room
x Free WiFi
x Indoor Pool and Fitness Center
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Our Advertisers Welcome Your Business
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Sinai congregants and Ronnie’s relatives feed the homeless on Christmas 2017.


