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Rabbi’s Message
Tu B’Shvat-Confronting the Challenges of Global  
Climate Change

For the second year in a row, California has experienced horren- 
dous wildfires. Lives have been lost and countless people have  
endured lost homes, illness caused by the smoke, and the fear and 
anxiety of living through such a horrible situation. Israel has not had 
such extensive fires, but it has been experiencing a five year long 
drought, the worst in over one hundred years.

There is no question that global climate change is real. Tempera-
tures throughout the world have risen and places like California and 
Israel have had a dramatic decrease in precipitation. Existing in a 
region with sixty percent of its area a desert, Israel has always been 
concerned with its use of water. On January 23rd Sinai’s book club 
will be discussing Let There Be Water about the incredible work Israel 
has undertaken to deal with the shortage of rain water. 

Early in its history, Israeli scientists created drip irrigation where 
hoses are put at the roots of plants and water is slowly dripped onto 
them. This method saves as much as seventy percent of the water 
that would be used for irrigating crops with the traditional flood ir-
rigation method. Seventy-five percent of Israel’s farming sector uses 
drip irrigation saving billions of gallons of water. In the United States, 
less than ten percent of farms use drip irrigation and farming uses 
seventy percent of the country’s total water supply. In addition to 
saving water with drip irrigation, the Israeli government has raised 
the cost of water, forcing farmers through market-based incentives 
to adopt less water intensive crops. 

In addition to drip irrigation, Israel has now reached a point 
where they reuse over 85% of their nation’s sewage in agriculture. 
Compare that to the United States where we reuse less than 10%.  
In recent years, Israel has also developed an extensive system of  
desalination plants which provide a significant percentage of Israel’s 
water supply.

Now regardless of how much it rains, Israel has so much water it 
can share its supply with the Palestinians and Jordanians thus helping 
to improve relations. Seeking help, California signed a technology 
sharing agreement with Israel in 2014 to improve its water situation. 

As we celebrate Tu B’Shvat, the New Year for the trees, this  
January 21st, we should encourage our leaders to learn from Israel. 
Global climate change is only going to continue to squeeze our  
natural resources, but there are already technological innovations  
to deal with these challenges. We just need to learn from Israel and 
implement them. 

Rabbi Jeremy Master

Friday Evening Services
January
January 4   - 6:00 p.m.
January 11   - 5:30 p.m. Tot Shabbat
  - 7:30 p.m.  Adult Shabbat service
January 18   - 6:00 p.m.
January 25   - 7:30 p.m. 

Tot Shabbat Dates:
January 11 and February 8: 5:30 p.m.
Please join us for families with children five and 
under with older siblings etc. are welcome for  
a 5:30 toddler friendly service followed by a pizza 
dinner. Please rsvp to reklein@gmail.com.

February
February 1  - 6:00 p.m.
February 8  - 5:30 p.m. Tot Shabbat
  - 7:30 p.m.  Adult Shabbat service
February 15   - 6:00 p.m. 
February 22   - 7:30 p.m.

HavDeli Programming: 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Dinner and a Movie (movie topics TBD)
Dates: (2 Saturday evenings)  
January 19 and February 9
$5.00 donation requested – Please register on the 
Thursday before the event.

HavDeli, Saturday, January 19  
The Catcher Was a Spy
A war drama based on the true story of Moe Berg 
(Paul Rudd), a former Major League Baseball 
catcher who speaks nine languages and  is  
recruited by the Office of Security Services during 
World War II to thwart a German scientist’s plans  
to assemble an atomic bomb for the Nazis. Join  
us at 6 p.m. for Havdalah, dinner, movie and  
discussion. Donation of $5 per person requested, 
please RSVP by Wednesday, Jan. 16. 

Torah Study: Every Saturday at 9 A.M. 
All Saturday Shabbat Services in January and  
February 10:15 a.m.
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President’s Message
Dear Sinai Friends,

As many of you may know, our beloved Zel Lavin, who 
passed away in August, made the extraordinary step over 
twenty years ago of giving her home to Sinai Temple. Zel 
continued to live in and support “her” home. With the 
help of Zel’s family and our congregants Rich Seldow and 
realtor Roberta Orenstein, Zel’s home was sold very quickly 
and the proceeds are now waiting for a decision regarding  
their use. The amazing generosity of Zel and her family  will 
make a significant contribution to the financial health of 
Sinai  just as Zel’s gift of so much of herself  was a gift to 
our community and a beautiful legacy to us all. 

 We would like to update you about the progress of 
our strategic planning  project. A full day Board Retreat in 
October focused on strategic planning, with the guidance 
of our consultant Julia Riseman whose time  is generously 
provided to Sinai by the Harold Grinspoon Foundation. 
At the October Retreat, the Board reaffirmed our mission 
statement:

 “Sinai Temple is a welcoming and inclusive Reform 
Congregation where our members pursue a continuing 
journey of Jewish growth. We are guided by the history  
and traditions of the Jewish people as we encounter the 
challenges of the modern world. We encourage participa-
tion in prayer, lifelong Jewish learning and social justice 
with a joyful, creative, and compassionate community.”     

The Board also defined the core values of Sinai Temple:  
Tikkun Olam, ( repair of the world, seeking to repair  
what may be broken in our relationships, organization, 
broader community and the world at large.), Welcoming 
Community (we are a welcoming and diverse community 
promoting interconnectness and relating Jewish values  
and learning to our lives), Traditions, shared cultural and 
religious practices ( our shared traditions and activities  
reflect the core historical values of a living Judaism and are 
open to a variety of paths that connect Torah, traditions, 
and activities to the contemporary world); L’dor V’Dor 
(a commitment to the continuity of the Jewish people 
through intergenerational involvement and sustaining our 
congregation); and Israel (engaging with Israel in a positive 
manner recognizing the centrality of Israel to Jewish life). 

Based on these values, we came up with four action 
areas to focus on moving forward: programming, member-
ship, organizational excellence, and communications. We 
are now working on specific steps to take and how to time 
these steps to best move Sinai forward. 

     As always, we look forward to hearing from all of you 
with your thoughts, questions, concerns and hopes for our 
future.

L’Shalom, Buff and Laurie

Jewish tradition has much to say about teaching children:

A parent must teach their child Torah, find them a spouse, and 
teach them a trade. Some say a parent must also teach their 
child to swim. {Kidushin 29a paraphrased}

Train a child according to his way; even when he grows old, he 
will not turn away from it.
{Proverbs 22:6}

If you understand the why and wherefore of what you learn, 
you do not forget it quickly.
{Talmud Yerushalami, Berachot 5:1}

What we need, more than anything else, isn’t text books but 
rather text people. It is the personality of the teacher which is 
the text that students read - the text that they’ll never forget. 
{Abraham Joshua Heschel}

Jewish education has transformed dramatically over the 
years. Lectures, memorization of facts and recitation for its 
own sake are gone. In its place we have experiences, games, 
and students from different backgrounds, family structures, 
and learning styles. Discussions about information and facts 
will address how the student can understand and find mean-
ing in what they know. What and how we teach is informed 
by keeping students engaged and building relationships.

We want our students to learn Hebrew, prayers, Torah  
stories and lessons, about Israel, holidays, rituals, history, and 
so much more. These skills and information are important, 
but they are only one part of the larger picture. What are the 
goals of our Religious School?  Here is what I see.

• Everyone is Safe: Students, teachers, madrichim, fami-
lies and guests will not be hurt, physically or emotionally. 
Everyone will be treated with the respect they deserve as 
someone created b’tzelem Elohim, in the Divine image.

• Everyone Learns: Students will leave knowing some-
thing or thinking about something Jewish they did not 
know when they came in.

• Everyone Wants to Come Back: Students and teachers 
will have a positive experience with their learning com-
munity.

• We are Part of Sinai Temple: We learn in classes and 
from our teachers, by attending services, participating 
in social action and other Temple events. Being with 
people here is belonging to a kehilah k’doshah, a holy 
community.

I look forward to learning with everyone in the months 
ahead. Here’s to a beautiful winter season.

L’Shalom, Dasha

Message from Dasha Baker
Director of Education
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SNYDER AWARD DINNER
I hope that you will take some time to consider who 

would qualify for nomination to the Snyder Award for 2019 
and will complete the form in this bulletin. Your input is 
needed and is greatly appreciated. Nominations are needed 
by February 3rd for selection by the MWOS Board. The  
Snyder Award dinner and service will be on April 5th. 

Shalom, Jack Henrie
MWOS President

 Chanukah was a happy time. Our selections  
delighted so many. 

Now we’re looking ahead to spring B’nai Mitzvah, 
weddings and all happy occasions. We’ll be ready 
to show new tallises and appropriate gifts.

Our hours are back to normal: Sunday AM 9:30  
to 12:30 and Tuesday PM 2 to 4:30.

SINAI TEMPLE
JUDAICA SHOP

Thais Fischel 786-9577

SPFTY UP-DATE
Saturday evening, January 19th, 7:00, join SPFTY for 

a behind-the-scenes tour of Herrell’s ice cream shop in 
Northampton, MA. Did you know that Herrell’s is kosher? 
It is one of few Kosher eateries in Western Mass, and we 
will get to tour the ice cream kitchen and get the scoop on 
what makes a restaurant Kosher. Please bring money for 
yourself as well as RSVP at the contact info below.

SAVE THE DATE! February 24th for a tubing adventure 
with SPFTY. Details to come... Please let us know you are 
interested (firm commitment not needed at this point) at 
the contact info below. 

As a reminder, SPFTY meets monthly, the 2nd Tuesday 
of each month from 5:30-7 in the Youth lounge. Get  
together with friends, plan future events, dinner is provided.

Please let us know if you would like to be added to the 
texting list for the most up to date info and details on 
events.

From your SPFTY advisers- Elizabeth and Jonathan  
Dubinsky- 413-244-9794 or SPFTY413@gmail.com

Tu b’Shevat Family Seder  
for Religious School

January 13 - 11 a.m.

George Dickstein

November HavDeli Dinner
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ADULT OPPORTUNITIES
Greatest Hits from the Talmud

Begin your morning with a taste of Talmud! In this class, 
we will encounter some of the most fascinating discussions 
of the ancient sages as recorded on various pages of the 
Babylonian Talmud. Join us in exploring these different 
“gems” of the Talmud and attempting to wrestle with their 
meanings in their time and in our own. This class is for  
beginners and beyond, seekers and lovers of Jewish learning!

Dates: 13 Thursdays, Feb. 21- May 23
Time: 9:30 – 10:30 am
Location:  Michael’s Café, JGS Lifecare,  

770 Converse Street, Longmeadow
Instructor: Rabbi Devorah Jacobson
 Registration: Contact Rabbi Jacobson to register  
at djacobson@JGSLifecare.org or at 413-567-3949 x2210. 
Class Fee: $150

YIDDISH BOOK CENTER Tour and Films
Sunday, January 6

Join us for a tour of the Yiddish Book Center,  
including the vault which holds a wealth of Yiddish  
culture and material, and two short films.

We meet at the YBC in Amherst (adjoining the Hamp-
shire College campus) at 12:30, or at Sinai at noon to  
carpool. The gift/book shop is small but full of treasures. 
The cost of $14 includes the tour and  films.  Please register 
on the Sinai Temple website or through the office.  
(The Book Center asks groups to pay one lump sum to  
avoid at line on arrival.) 

SHORT FILMS | Joe’s Violin and Mandala Beats |
Sunday, January 6 @ 2 p.m.
Joe’s Violin shows how the power of music can bring light 
in the darkest of times. In Mandala Beats, an Israeli bassist 
encounters a world of Jewish music in India.   

SINAI READING PARTNERS - BOOKS TO CONSIDER 
Books to consider and dates to join us for discussion!   
We meet on Wednesday evenings at 7 p.m. Have a book 
you would like us to consider?  E-mail Laurie Weinberg, 
sagecitrus@aol.com

January 23- Let There Be Water: Israel’s Solution for a  
Water-Starved World, by Seth Siegel, “tells unknown  
stories of how cooperation on water systems can forge 
diplomatic ties and promote unity. Remarkably, not long 
ago, now-hostile Iran relied on Israel to manage its water 
systems, and access to Israel’s water know-how …”

February 27- Muck, by Dror Burstein, who the NYT Book 
Review described as  “one of the most experimental and 
exciting Israeli novelists…His new book is a reworking of 
the Book of Jeremiah tinged with much surrealism…”

Storrs Longmeadow Public Library will reserve books for us 
a month before our discussion date and a copy of each will 
be in our library.



November HavDeli Dinner
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SINAI GREEN TEAM UP-DATE
Having just sent out ideas to link Hanukkah with sustain-

ability and care of the Earth, Sinai’s Green Team worked  
on a Tu b’Shevat celebration on January 13 that will link 
the Festival of Trees to the mandate in Genesis to take care 
of God’s creation.

Thus far, our plans include display tables at our Sunday 
event that will include a range of environmentally-friendly 
products that will be available for inspiration—and for your 
use.  We’ll also have information about the Solarize Long-
meadow Program that enables participants to purchase 
solar arrays at 20% off list price.  Finally, we’ll feature  
information about the upcoming legislative session in the 
Commonwealth—and those proposed bills that will once 
again make Massachusetts a leader in our nation regarding 
the much-needed effort to fight climate destruction.

If you’d like to join the planning for the Green Team 
celebration of Tu b’Shevat, please contact Michele Marantz 
(mb.marantz@comcast.net) or Rich Alpert (ralpert42@
gmail.com) for more information.

SINAI TEMPLE  
MEMORIAL PARK

Our Heritage, Our Cemetery,  
Our Family 

Contact the Temple Office for  
information and pricing.

For further information on any  
Events or to register for them:

Go on the Temple website:  
www.Sinai-temple.org 
Or call:  413-736-3619.

If you know someone interested in  
becoming a member  

please have them call Rabbi Master  
or the Temple Office for information.

Jewish Joke
 A Jewish congregation was arguing over whether one 
should stand or sit during the Shema Yisroel. Half of 
the congregation said one should sit, the other half 
insisted one should stand. Every time the Shema was 
recited they shouted at each other, “Sit down!” and 
“Stand up!” The fighting became so bad that the 
congregation was split in two, each half contending 
that they knew the tradition in that synagogue.

   Finally, the rabbi decided to visit a one hundred 
year old member of the synagogue who was living in 
a nursing home. He took a delegation from each of 
the arguing sides with him to see the oldest member 
of the “shul”. “Now, tell us,” said the rabbi, “what is 
our tradition?” “Should we stand during the Shema?”  
“No,” said the old man. “That is not our tradition.”  
“Well, then,” said the rabbi, “ should we sit during 
the Shema?” “No,” the old man, “that is not our 
tradition.” “But we need to know what to do,” said 
the rabbi, “because our congregation members are 
fighting among each other.”  “That,” said the oldest 
member of the congregation, “that is our tradition.”
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Sinai Temple
Chesed (Caring) Community Committee

The Chesed Community Committee would like you to know that we are here! 
Several members of Sinai Temple are here to help other congregants with the 
following:

•  Deliver messages of condolence

•  Deliver greetings during the High Holidays to a congregant 
who has lost a family member throughout the year

•  Birthday wishes for our mature members

•  Post - surgery help

•  Meal trains

•  Grocery shopping

•  Coffee and conversation

•  Visiting members who may be isolated or home bound

•  Hospital visits

If you, or someone you know would like our help, please contact:
Alan Brown: (413) 525-6254 – shalom2875@yahoo.com 
Ellen Rowles: (413) 285-8047 – ellen7352@gmail.com
Co-chairs are: Alan Brown and Ellen Rowles
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SAVE THE DATE 
March 1 

Service and dinner with Beth El

held at Sinai Temple
6:00 p.m.

service followed by dinner.
Further information to follow.

The MICAH Award Dinner Honoring Michele Marantz
Saturday, February 2, 2019 at 5:00 p.m.

 at 
Cedar’s Banquet Hall

375 Island Pond Road, Springfield

Sinai Temple is pleased to join forces with the Pioneer Valley Project for a community  
dinner honoring Springfield citizens who exemplify the words of the Prophet Micah: What 
does the Lord require of you: to do justice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with God. 

Our 2019 honoree will be Michele Marantz.

Tickets are $50 per person. To attend the dinner in honor of Michele, please call Tara  
Parish at PVP (413) 214-5100 or email her: tara@pioneervalleyproject.org. RSVP/tickets are 
not being sold at the Temple.

To make a donation in honor of Michele, please send a check for any amount payable to 
Sinai Temple to: 1100 Dickinson Street, Springfield MA 01108. Michele’s donations will go 
to our Social Action Fund.

BIOGRAPHY OF MICHELE MARANTZ

Since retiring from pubic school teaching, Michele Marantz has 
worked as a volunteer to combat climate destruction, which she 
views as a social justice issue, an economic justice issue, a national 
security issue, and an overall existential threat. Michele is a  
co-founder of the Springfield Area Interfaith Climate Action  
Network (SAICAN) and one of the founders of the Longmeadow 
Pipeline Awareness Group. Michele is also actively involved with 
the Longmeadow Democratic Town Committee, Sinai Tem-
ple’s Green Team, the Jewish Alliance for Law and Social Justice 
(JALSA), Climate Action Now (CAN), Longmeadow Environmental 
Transition, and the Springfield Climate Justice Coalition. 
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BEHIND

EVERY

GREAT

CHEF!

kittredge
FOODSERVICE EQUIPMENT & SUPPLIES

www.kittredgeequipment.com    |   AA/EOE

A Certified Woman Owned Business Enterprise (WBE)

CONSULTATIVE DESIGN        |

DELIVERY & INSTALLATION

EQUIPMENT & SMALLWARES

Now you can SHOP on our Website!

100 Bowles Rd,  Agawam, MA 01001      |     800-723-7082     |     413-304-4100

Our Advertisers Welcome Your Business

 

149 Ella Grasso Tpke.
Windsor Locks, CT
860-623-2000

BRADLEY AIRPORT
Stay Park Fly Package

cwssales@shieldhotels.com

Stella’s Bones & Pet Care
Lesley Maple

lesley@stellasbones.com

h!"://www.stellasbones.com
(413) 221-5470
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Hebrew Free Loan association 
            oF Greater sprinGFieLd

Carlin Trietsch, Executive Director
1160 Dickinson Street
Springfield, MA 01108 

413-736-6573
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HFLA is available to Jews who need a little 
extra assistance in a time of distress and are 
unable to secure a loan through traditional 
resources.
Every loan disbursed by HFLA is a community 
investment in the dignity and independence 
of local families and individuals in need.

INTEREST-FREE PERSONAL LOANS

AND EDUCATION LOANS

A Hand up 
not a Handout

WITH A LOAN FROM HFLA
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FAIRFIELD INN & SUITES 
AT INGLESIDE SQUARE 

Consistent service and exceptional value make 
Fairfield Inn & Suites at Ingleside Square the perfect 

complement to your special occasion 

 

Call us at 413-533-2800 to make a reservation. Ask us 
about special group and corporate rates! 

Fairfield Inn & Suites 
NEWLY OPENED 
229 Whiting Farms Rd. 
www.marriott.com/BDLHO 

x Free Hot Breakfast
x Meeting Room
x Free WiFi
x Indoor Pool and Fitness Center

FROM $139/ night + tax 
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Sixt rent a car, LLC
504 Saint James Ave.
Springfield, MA 01104

sixt.com

Sixt rent a car, LLC
504 Saint James Ave.
Springfield, MA 01104

sixt.com

Sixt rent a car, LLC
504 Saint James Ave.
Springfield, MA 01104

sixt.com

Peter W. Shrair
David A. Shrair
Robert L. Dambrov
Dawn D. McDonald
Susan A. McCoy
John W. Davis
Hon. Mary E. Hurley (ret.)
Rona S. Fingold, of CounselSixt rent a car, LLC

504 Saint James Ave.
Springfield, MA 01104

sixt.com

richard.black@sixt.com
phone: +1 413 731 6900

mobile: +1 413 237 2224

Richard Black
Vice President, Jay Harland Corp.

Our Advertisers Welcome Your Business

Your Ad could go here.

Please call the Temple 
office at 736-3619.

Ron Gordenstein
Owner/President

9 0  Tapley St - Spfld
broadwayoffice.com

ron@broadwayoffice.com
• Fu ll Service Dealersh ip
• New and  Used  Fu rnitu re
• Cu stom Fu rnitu re Refu rbish ing
• Space Planning  and  Interior Desig n
• Installation and  Moving  Services

B r o a d w a y
O f f i c e
I n t e r i o r s

413.734.8911 p
413.734.9943 f
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Community Vigil (right to left) Marsha Shapiro, Rabbi Mark Shapiro, Congressman Richard Neal,  
Senator Eric Lesser, Rabbi Jeremy Master, Suzi Goldman


