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Spirituality in Nature
When I ask people about when they have felt most spiritual, many 

people mention places in nature. While in nature, it is possible to feel 
a sense of awe at the power of the forces that created our universe. 
When looking upon and experiencing a natural phenomenon like the 
Dead Sea, it is possible to feel wonder at the millions of years of natural 
forces that shaped such a unique creation.

It is no coincidence then that so many of the most powerful spiritual 
moments in the Bible happen in nature. In the book of Genesis, Jacob 
runs away from his family to escape the wrath of his brother. On his 
journey, he lies down to go to sleep in the middle of the wilderness 
and he has a vision of angels ascending and descending a ladder. The 
next morning he awakens and exclaims, “God was in this place and I 
did not know it!” Before Jacob went to sleep, all he saw was sand and 
rocks, but his vision helped him to understand the power of God in 
our natural world.

When Moses ascends Mt. Sinai for the first time, this awesome  
moment of revelation occurs in the midst of a burning bush that  
was not being consumed. God tells Moses to take off his shoes for  
he is standing on sacred ground. Later, the ultimate revelation to the 
Jewish people occurs on the top of a mountain in the middle of the 
desert away from all civilization. In order to feel the awe and wonder 
of God’s revelation of the Torah, the people needed to be outside  
experiencing God’s wonderful creation.

One of the highlights of summer is getting to spend time outside 
in pleasant weather enjoying nature (and enjoying the outdoors at  
a ballgame). I especially enjoy having the opportunity to have  
Shabbat services outside. This summer we have scheduled three  
outdoor services (weather permitting) with free Shabbat dinners 
thanks to a Rekindle Shabbat grant from the Harold Grinspoon  
Foundation. At the last of these services on August 23rd, we are  
inviting you to bring your pets for a blessing. I hope that all of  
you will have the opportunity to have an experience of the sacred  
out in nature this summer.

Rabbi Jeremy Master

We welcome new member:

Ellie Covey

Friday Evening Services
July
July 5   -    7:00 p.m.
July 12   -    7:00 p.m
July 19   -    6:00 p.m. BBQ
   -    7:00 p.m. service (see page 2)
July 26   -    7:00 p.m.

August
August 2   -    7:00 p.m.
August 9   -    7:00 p.m.
August 16   -    7:00 p.m.
August 23   -    6:00 p.m. BBQ
   -    7:00 p.m. service (see page 2)
August 30   -    7:00 p.m.

Saturday Services for July and August
July 6   -    10:15 a.m.
July 13   -    9:00 a.m.  

Torah study and service at  
the Goldman’s in Otis, MA  
(see page 3)

July 20   -    10:15 a.m.
July 27   -    10:15 a.m.

All of August -    10:15 a.m.

Torah Study: Every Saturday morning  
from 9:00 – 10:00 a.m. except  July 13

For the summer months we’ll be open 
most Tuesday afternoons from 2 - 4:30 
P.M.  and are always ready to make  
special appointments.

A new line of Tallisim will be in shortly 
for the fall High Holy Days, B’nai Mitzvah  
and the holidays.

JUDAICA GIFT SHOP 
CORNER

Thais Fischel 786-9577
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Presidents Message
Dear Friends,

This is my first bulletin message to you as your President. 
To begin, a big thank you to Laurie and Buff, your past 
co-Presidents. I am so grateful for the time and dedication 
they both gave to Sinai Temple over the past two years.

I am honored to be a part of this synagogue and to help 
lead it for the next two years. For those of you who do not 
know me well, let me tell you a little about my Jewish  
background. 

 I was born and raised in a suburb of Chicago. We were 
members of the closest congregation - which happened 
to be Conservative. Typical of the 70’s and 80’s, it was a 
huge synagogue with a large Hebrew school. I celebrated 
my Bat Mitzvah in 1981 on a Friday night, (as girls did not 
read from the Torah). Two years later, my sister had her 
Bat Mitzvah. Then, my parents stopped belonging. Despite 
having been members for nearly a decade, my parents 
never made  a connection to the congregation, never felt 
that they truly belonged. Overall, the congregation was not 
very welcoming and the fair share system was onerous and 
probably embarrassing for my parents at the time. So they 
left, and never joined another synagogue. 

Clearly, my parents are not alone. The Pew Study in 
2013 showed that only 31% of Jews belong to a synagogue. 
Changing demographics are surely part of this, but there  
is a bigger issue. Jews do not feel the same need nor desire 
to join a synagogue as they did when I was growing up. 
Synagogues are no longer the center of social life for many 

Jews and in the 21st century Jews do not need to belong  
to a synagogue to experience Jewish culture or education. 
At Sinai, we know that this combination of changing  
demographics and waning interest has affected us and our 
future. Some of it is not under our control. But a lot is. 

My goal for the next two years is to strengthen our 
Sinai community, working together with Rabbi Master, the 
Board, and all of you. I will be looking at programming, 
membership, and dues structure to see if they are working 
well for us and if not, how we can make  improvements. 
Synagogues in 2019 have to fit their members’ needs not 
the other way around. The first step is communication-  
I need to know what you love about our community and 
what you wish were different; what events or programs 
keep you coming back or what don’t we have that you 
wish we did. 

To make communication easier, I have an email just for 
this purpose. It is susan@sinai-temple.org - so email me 
with the good and the not so good. Let me know how  
this community can better serve your needs. And just as 
important- let me know how you can help us – what talents 
or volunteering you can bring to the table. I can’t promise 
that I can fix everything. But, I will listen to all of you and 
do my best to grow and enrich this community with you. 
Enjoy your summer!

L’Shalom,
Susan Cash Cannizzo

Special Summer Evenings: Shabba-BBQ,  
Friday night BBQ and Shabbat service

BBQ at 6:00 p.m., Service at 7 p.m 
Dinner on the Temple lawn (weather permitting)  

July 19 Shabba-BBQ and outdoor service

August 23 Shabba-BBQ and outdoor service;  
Shabark, bring your pet to be blessed!

All BBQs are sponsored by a generous grant from the Harold Grinspoon  
Rekindle Shabbat program.  

Please RSVP through the office to help us plan. 
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Planning is underway for the 5780 school year including 
new programs and continuing with the successes of 5779. 
The Religious School theme for the coming year is v’ahavta 
l’rei-acha k’mocha (Love your neighbor as yourself). We will 
have family events monthly from November to May bringing 
this theme to life with social action projects and holiday 
programs. Our eighth through twelfth grade Confirmation 
class will focus on Tikkun Olam and include a student  
designed project and L’Taken - a four-day trip to Washington 
D.C. to meet with other Jewish teens, train to lobby on 
behalf of a social action topic of their choice, then visit a 
member of Congress to advocate for their interest.

In the Talmud it says, “Rabbi Tarfon and the Elders were 
once reclining in the upper story of Nithza’s house, in Lod, 
when this question was posed to them: Which is greater, 
study or action? Rabbi Tarfon answered, saying: Action is 
greater. Rabbi Akiva answered, saying: Study is greater. All 
the rest agreed with Akiva that study is greater than action 
because it leads to action.” 

I see a third answer to the question. Rabbi Akiva is correct, 
study leads to action. Yet, Rabbi Tarfon is also correct. A 
fundamental understanding underlying Jewish education  
is that everyone learns differently. Some need to study  
for an action to be meaningful. Those students and their 
families will bring respect for the elderly into a visit to a 
nursing home and knowing who Abraham and Sarah are 
into chanting Avot v’Imahot during services. Other students 
and their families will understand respect for the elderly  
because they visited the nursing home and chanting  
Avot v’Imahot will let them understand the names and  
significance of our Matriarchs and Patriarchs. Which is 
greater, study or action?  In the coming year of our  
Religious School, the answer is,“both”.

Wishing you a restful and enjoyable summer. The first 
day of Religious School is Sunday, September 8, 2019. I 
look forward to welcoming everyone to another year of 
learning.

Message from Dasha Baker
Director of Religious Education

Come join Suze & Marc Goldman  
for Torah Study, Service, and brunch 

on their deck in beautiful rural Otis  
in the Berkshires.

Saturday, July 13, 10-12
 Donations appreciated to help our sister Reform 

synagogue Shirat Ha-yam in Odessa, Ukraine where 
the Goldmans spent a Shabbat last year. Photos  
depict that experience including Rabbi Julia Gris 
being overwhelmed by the beautiful Judaica  
donated by our Sinai congregants and other  
community members. 

Goldman Residence: 255 New Hollywood Boulevard, 
Otis, MA  01253 

RSVP requested!! Sugoldman@aol.com or text 
413.250.7348
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HIGH HOLIDAYS 2019-5779
Selichot Program and Service

Saturday, September 21

Rosh Hashanah Evening
Sunday, September 29
Evening Service at  8:00 p.m.

Rosh Hashanah Day
Monday, September 30
Children’s Service 8:45 a.m.
STUFF families (infant to age 7)

Congregational Service 10:00 a.m.
(Childcare & program  10-12:15 p.m.)

Tashlich 4:00 p.m.
(At Laurel Pond - Bliss Road)

Cemetery Memorial Service  
Sunday, October 6 1:00 p.m.
At Sinai Memorial Park

Kol Nidre
Monday, October 8 8:00 p.m.

Yom Kippur Day
Tuesday, October 9
Children’s Service 8:45 a.m.
Morning Service 10:00 a.m.

Yom Kippur Day
Musical Interlude 12:30 p.m.
Study Options 1:30 p.m.
Afternoon Service 3:30 p.m.
Yizkor Service 5:00 p.m.
Neilah/Closing Service 5:45 p.m.
Break the Fast 6:45 p.m.

Erev Sukkot             
Sunday, October 13
Sandwich Making  4:45 p.m.
Sukkah Decorating 5:15 p.m.
Evening Service  5:30 p.m.
Pizza in the Hut 6:00 p.m. 

Sukkot Morning Service 
Monday, October 14 10:30 a.m.

Simchat Torah Evening Celebration
Sunday, October 20 
Dinner 5:00 p.m.
Service 6:00 p.m. 

Simchat Torah Day/Yizkor Service
Monday, October 21 10:30 a.m.
Service with lunch

Both Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur will include services for young children.

Babysitting will also be available.

Look for details in the September Bulletin.

SERVICES AND PROGRAMS FOR YOUNG CHILDREN

If you are unable to attend the High Holiday services, you may listen to them 
on your phone. Call the office in advance to make arrangements.
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Yard Goats challenge 
Trenton Thunder 

Sunday, Aug 4 - 5:05 PM
Jewish Heritage Night at the  

Hartford Yard Goats

Join us for our first Jewish Heritage Night at Dunkin' 
Donuts Park, when the Yard Goats host the Yankees' 
affiliate Trenton Thunder. So all the more reason to 
see this game!

We have reserved group tickets in section 119 for 
$11 per ticket.  Please RSVP and send your  
payment to the Temple by July 19th.  

The Jewish American War Veterans will be helping 
with a flag presentation, Crown Market has lined up  
Kosher food options, and it is also Scooper Sunday 
(an all-you-can-eat ice cream social). If you are  
interested in Scooper Sunday, purchase tickets  
either by calling 860-240-5591 at $5 each or go to 
the box office on that Sunday and purchase tickets 
at the same price.

Another highlight for children…all kids get to run 
the bases after the game.

Adult Ed Goes to The  
Neue Galerie & The Jewish  
Museum in NYC with the 
Springfield Museum
August 15 @ 6:45 am–8:00 pm

Tour the Neue Galerie’s collection of art created 
in Austria and Germany between 1890 and 1940.  
Major artists featured include Gustav Klimt, Egon 
Schiele, Oskar Kokoschka, Alfred Kubin, and Richard 
Gerst.  Then, explore 4,000 years of art and Jewish 
culture at the Jewish Museum with a guided tour 
of the permanent collection. Also on view, Leonard 
Cohen: A Crack in Everything, the first exhibition en-
tirely devoted to the imagination and legacy 
 of the world-renowned novelist, poet, and singer/
songwriter who inspired generations of writers,  
musicians, and artists.  En route, enjoy a lecture by 
Dr. Simon Sibelman on the unique history of these 
two museums with a particular focus on the  
unlawful appropriation of art works and objects 
during the Nazi era.

Thank you to Marilyn Gitlen at the Springfield  
Museum for telling us about this great opportunity. 
To register, call Laura Sutter, 413-314-6477, 
and tell her you are part of the Sinai group to get 
the Museum member rate of $124.

Cantor for High Holidays
     Cantor Bruce Ruben brings to Sinai Temple a 
wealth of experience as a Cantor, Director of The 
School of Sacred Music at HUC, and Director of 
Jewish Studies at Hunter College. For twenty-five 
years he served as the Cantor of Temple Shaaray 
Tifila in New York City, and has served many other 
synagogues in that role, from Brooklyn Heights 
to Fort Worth, Texas. Currently, he is a professor 
of Jewish History at New York’s Hunter College, 
and has taught at other institutions, including The 
Julliard School and HUC. He received a Ph.D. in 
History from the City University of New York. His 
many publications have appeared in journals such 
as Musica Judaica, Journal of Synagogue Music, and 
American Jewish Archives Journal. 

     We are excited to welcome such a talented  
Cantor and scholar to Sinai for the High Holidays!

Help us help you celebrate  
or communicate an important 
event to the rest of the congregation. 
Let the office know of a birth,  
graduation or other special event  
so that we can acknowledge  
it in the Bulletin.
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DONATIONS

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
•   Donations made in memory of Ann Radding Balan: 

Pat and Mike Scheer; Fern and Albert Newman.
•   Pat and Mike Scheer in memory of Marilyn Levine.
•   Donations made in honor of Carol Tivoli receiving the 

Snyder award: Pat and Mike Scheer: Richard and Helene 
Segool.

•   Joan and Martin Lesser in memory of Tillie Lesser on  
her yahrzeit

•  Marilyn Peskin in memory of Gertrude Raine.
•   Albert Newman in memory of Sylvia Newman on  

her yahrzeit.
•  Terri Fishman in memory of Stan Zimmerman.
•   Gary Levine in memory of my mother, Reba Levine,  

on her yahrzeit.
•   Eleanor Casden and family in memory of Merwin Casden 

on his yahrzeit.
•  Donation from Steven and Georgianne Roberts.
•  Carl and Melissa Johnson in appreciation for your help pre-

paring Catie to become a Bat Mitzvah.
•  Albert Newman in memory of Sylvia Newman.
•  Peter and Marilynn Smith in appreciation of John  

Gerry-Karajanes.
•  Marilynn and Peter Smith wishing Leslie Hager a  

speedy recovery.
•  Marilynn and Peter Smith in memory of my  

beloved cousin Lee Saposnick on his birthday.

Andy Berger Art Fund
•  Larry and Diane Goodman in honor of John  

Gerry-Karajanes.

Berman Snieder Israel Education Fund
•  Carol and David Tivoli in honor of Rich Alpert receiving the 

Israel Bonds award.

Susan Broh Tikkun Olam Fund
•  Robyn Newhouse in honor of Carol Tivoli receiving the 

Snyder award.
•  Adam and Jennifer Metsch in memory of our fathers, Irwin 

Metsch and George Pickering.

Caring Community Fund
•  Joan Rosenbaum in memory of Hortense Hahn.
•  Carol Tivoli in appreciation of all that Steve and Sue  

Kaplan do for the community.
•  Lynn and Phil Perlmutter in memory of Ann Radding Balan.
•  Judy and Stuart Warshaw in honor of Gabe Auerbach.

•  Ann and Paul Jacobs in honor of Carol Tivoli receiving the 
Snyder award.

Howard and Lee Grayboff “Fix-it” Fund
•  Lee Grayboff and Gabe Auerbach in memory Stan  

Zimmerman.
•  Claire Cohen-Stelzer and family in memory of Ronald Mar-

tin Cohen.
•  Ann Rosenfield in honor of Gabe Auerbach’s special  

birthday.
•  Ann Rosenfield in memory of Stan Zimmerman.
•  Claire Cohen-Stelzer in memory of Dorothy Levine on  

her yahrzeit.

Rabbi Jerome Gurland Human Relations 
Award Fund
•  Morton H. Katz in memory of Alice Mark Katz on her  

yahrzeit.

Isaiah Hunger Fund
•  Claire Cohen-Stelzer in gratitude to John Gerry-Karajanes.
•  Saul Finestone in memory of Jay Riseman.
•  Saul Finestone and family in memory of Jim Russell’s 

daughter, Michelle Russell Tsiotsias.
•  Claire Cohen-Stelzer in memory of Stanford Zimmerman.

Jewish National Fund (Tree)
•  Lynn and Carl Goldberg in memory of a great man,  

Bernie La Duc, Jr.
•  Lynn and Carl Goldberg in memory of a great person, 

Karen Kravitz.
•  Joel, Lynn Abbey, and Dena Solomon in memory of  

Stanford Zimmerman.

Zelma and Richard Lavin Fund
•  Myra and Jerry Gold remembering Zel Lavin on her  

unveiling.

Mendelsohn/Cossin Atid Fund:
•  Karen Mendelsohn and Jeff Cossin in honor of Carol Tivoli 

receiving the Snyder Service Award.
•  Stephen and Kathy Black in memory of Arthur D. Lutz.

Music Fund
•  Margaret Cohn in honor of Marilyn Amster’s special  

birthday.
•  Gloria Wald in memory of Arlene Goldstine on her  

yahrzeit.
•  Kate S. Monge in memory of Ethel Posner on her yahrzeit.

Thank you for your contributions.
Please note: The donations listed below are as of June 10. Donations received after this date will appear in the next bulletin.



Oneg Shabbat Fund
•  Mandy and Marcia Greene in honor of Carol Tivoli  

receiving the Snyder Award.
•  Donations made in memory of Ed Radding’s sister,  

Ann Radding Balan: Michael and Karen Bader; James  
Vinick 

•  Judi Spitzer in loving memory of Florence Greenberg.
•  Robyn Newhouse in memory of Alice Newhouse.
•  Miguel and Elaine Hollander in memory of Robert Jenkins.
•  Miguel and Elaine Hollander in memory of my parents, 

Harold and Ida Stein.
•  Claire Cohen-Stelzer in honor of Carol Tivoli receiving  

the Snyder Award.
•  Laurie Weinberg in honor of Carol Tivoli receiving the  

Snyder Award.
•  Michael and Karen Bader in memory of Michelle Russell 

Tsiotsias.
•  June Schreyer in memory of Loren Schreyer.

Esther Pachman Children Under Five Fund
•  Ellen Follett in honor of Adele Morgenstern.

George and Ethel Posner Endowment Fund
•  Dori Posner in memory of Ethel Posner.

Religious School Fund
•  Sharon Band in honor of Michael Cody Chasen on his 

confirmation.

Social Action
•  Richard Alpert and Ronnie Leavitt in honor of Candy Glazer 

receiving the Democrat of the Year Award.
•  Richard Alpert and Ronnie Leavitt in recognition of Michelle 

Marantz and all her work on the pipeline awareness issue 
and social actions.

•  Richard Alpert and Ronnie Leavitt Mazal Tov for Carol Tivoli 
for receiving the Snyder award.

•  Deborah Feinstein in honor of Carol Tivoli receiving the 
Snyder award.

•  Helene and Richard Segool in honor of Carol Tivoli  
receiving the Snyder award.

Steinberg/Solomon Endowment Fund
•  Linda and Art Solomon in memory of Stan Zimmerman.
•  Linda and Art Solomon wishing good health to Sora Torff.
•  Linda and Art Solomon in memory of Herman Steinberg.

Helen and Sy Weiner’s Children’s Literature 
and Photographic Arts Fund
•  Donations made in honor of Jacob Goldman on his  

Confirmation: Leah Goldman; Nancy Weiner; Claire  
Cohen-Stelzer; Lisa and Mark Goldman; Judith and David 
Weinberg.

•  Larry and Diane Goodman in memory of Anne Radding 
Balan.

•  Helen Weiner, Nancy Weiner, Sharyn Breslau and Lisa Gold-
man in memory of Dr. Marcus B. Fried.

•  Sharyn Breslau in memory of Ron Cohen, a good friend 
and mentor.

•  Mike and Karen Bader in memory of Ron Cohen, a  
very good friend.

•  Claire Cohen-Stelzer and family in memory of Dexter 
Cohen on his yahrzeit.

World Crisis Fund
•  Donations made in honor of Carol Tivoli receiving the 

Snyder award: Paula Zimmer; Jane and Dan Rothschild 
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DONATIONS

The Memory of the Righteous is  
a Blessing
All of us at Sinai Temple extend condolences 
as we remember the following. Their memories 
are precious to their relatives, their friends 
and to each of us who form the community of 
Sinai Temple. 

We remember those who have passed away from 
April 4, 2019 to present:

•  Stanford Zimmerman.

•  Ann Radding Balan, Ed Radding’s sister.

•  Lee Saposnick, Marilynn Smith’s cousin.

•  Barry Kahan, Dawn Metcalf’s father.

•   Ronald M. Cohen, father of Amy Cohen, 
David Cohen, Deborah (Cohen) Reynolds.

•  Bea Sussman, mother of Steve Sussman
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sinai temple  
memorial park 

Our Heritage, Our Cemetery, Our Family 

JEWISH JOKE
Maurice has a business appointment, 
and he arrives a little early. The recep-
tionist points to a comfortable easy 
chair and asks him to be seated for  
a while. Maurice settles down, picks 
up a magazine and tries to read. 
However, he finds that he cannot 
concentrate because he is distracted 
due to a ruckus coming from behind 
one of the doors leading off the  
reception area. Maurice goes over 
to the receptionist and asks, “What’s 
going on in there?”

She replies, “It’s a partners’ meeting.”

“But why are they shouting at each 
other?” Maurice asks.

“It’s a high stakes battle of wits,”  
she replies.

Maurice asks: “Between who?”, and 
she answers, “Horowits, Lebowits, 
Rabbinowits and Abramowits.”

Jeremy Master Rabbi 736-3619 jmaster@sinai-temple.org

Susan Cash- President 413-231-2422 susan@sinai-temple.org 
Cannizzo 

Richard Alpert Vice President 413-567-0558 Ralpert42@gmail.com

Robin Fein- Vice President 413-530-2535 FeinKrev@aol.com 
Krevolin

Sarah Shtrax Vice President 413-596-8680 sshtrax@gmail.com

Robin-Dunn- Treasurer 413-364-6318 robindunn777@gmail.com 
McDonagh 

Beth Chafetz Secretary 860-716-5574 48oreo@cox.net

Mandy Greene Financial 916-752-7787 duluth68@gmail.com 
 Secretary

Sinai’s New Executive Committee

Over 500 Plots are available with discounts  
for Sinai Temple members.

Location: 584 Cottage Street, Springfield, MA
Pre-purchase plots to ease the burden  

on family in the time of need
Contact the Temple Office for information and pricing.


