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Rabbi’s Message
Purim and Jewish humor

A recent Pew Survey of American Jews asked what does being 
Jewish in America mean today. Forty two percent of American Jews 
said that having a good sense of humor was an essential part of what 
being Jewish means to them. In addition to humor being a part of  
Jewish culture, Jewish humor has also become a significant part 
of American culture as America has embraced our unique brand of 
humor. One study estimates that eighty percent of professional  
comedians are Jewish. 

Jewish humor goes as far back as the Bible. Much of the text of 
the book of Esther which we read as part of the celebration of Purim 
is written in the format of a comedy. It is a farce that ridicules dignified 
events and treats ordinary events with mock dignity. The normally 
calm affairs of state, the carefully organized and controlled govern-
ment structure, the legal system, the efficient postal system, the  
impressive amount of wealth that illustrates a successful empire- 
all these achievements that are deserving of praise in the Persian  
empire-are turned into a satire of Persian court life. They are portrayed 
by ludicrous rules delivered by speeding messengers, a vain royal 
court with an endless hierarchy of officials, and a strict adherence to 
nonsensical laws. A major policy decision, the destruction of the Jews, 
is made casually, but a small domestic incident, Vashti’s nonappear-
ance at a party, becomes a crisis of state with all the bureaucratic 
trappings that can be mustered. The story of Esther provides an excel-
lent example of how humor can serve to enhance an appreciation and 
understanding of what is meaningful and eternal. The satire of Persian 
life and an inept king serves to shine a light on the heroic acts of Esther 
and Mordechai and their commitment to the Jewish people.

In post Biblical texts, there are several instances where humor is 
used. In the Talmud, we are told that Rabbah, one of the great Sages, 
would start off every lecture with a humorous remark. As a result of 
the humor, his students’ hearts were opened to learning. At the same 
time, the Rabbis warn us against filling our mouths with laughter. 
These two attitudes seem to indicate the importance of laughing in 
order to keep our hearts joyful, but not to make everything a joke so 
that we might maintain a proper serious attitude towards life. 

The Jewish humor that we know today started to develop in  
Yiddish culture in the 19th century. Some say Jewish humor has often 
been used as a coping mechanism to help deal with challenges we 
have faced. Criticizing the world we live in through sarcasm or satire 

Friday Evening Services
March
March 6  5:30 p.m. Tot Shabbat* 
  7:00 p.m. Adult Service
March 13  7:00 p.m.  Snyder dinner  

and service
March 20  5:00 p.m.  Kindergarten-2nd grade 

pot luck dinner & service 
  6:00 p.m.  Service (note change  

in time)
March 27  7:00 p.m.  Service with Richard Mi-

chelson, Author
April
April 3  7:00 p.m. Service
April 10  7:00 p.m. Service
April 17  5:30 p.m. Tot Shabbat*
  7:00 p.m.  Adult Service with the 

Adult Choir
April 24  7:00 p.m.  Service with Cantor 

Ruben

*Tot Shabbat Dates:
March 6 & April 17 - 5:30 p.m.: Tot Shabbat  
services for children and their families include a  
30 minute child-friendly service followed by a pizza 
dinner. All are welcome. Please rsvp to  
Rebecca Przyborski at reklein@gmail.com and let 
her know how many people will be coming

Torah study every Saturday at 9 a.m. 
Saturday Shabbat Service: 10:15 a.m. unless 
there is a Bar/bat Mitzvah.  
Oneg Shabbat room kitchen entrance

SATURDAY SHABBAT MINYAN CIRCLE:  
Sinai’s Shabbat morning 10:15 service in the round 
is looking for Minyan Circle members.  
Join us as we celebrate Shabbat with a most  
essential Jewish experience, reading Torah and a 
burst of community, peace, and tradition. There is 
the opportunity to read Torah if you’d like or simply 
to be part of what has kept us together for millen-
nia. Want to learn to chant Torah? Contact Rabbi 
Master or Laurie Weinberg, sagecitrus@aol.com

March 7 – Bar Mitzvah - Dan Bouchard 10:30 a.m.

continued on page 5



www.sinai-temple.org 2

Message from the President
Susan Cash Cannizzo

Dear Friends,
Music has long been an important aspect of our Sinai 

community. Spirituality is heightened when the music in our 
sanctuary is full and rich. When I became president, this  
important part of our community was still in flux. As you 
know, after we switched to a one person clergy model for 
our synagogue, we tried to find a part time Cantor that was 
a good fit with our community. That search was not an easy 
one for a variety of reasons. So this past spring, on the 
recommendation of the music committee, the board hired 
Bruce Ruben as our High Holiday Cantor and brought qual-
ity musical programming to Sinai, such as Noah Aronson 
and Mak’hela. Cantor Ruben blessed us on the High Holi-
days with his beautiful voice and lovely presence. We were  
all impressed with his performance on the holidays, and  
because of that, we reached out to him to see if he was  
interested in collaborating with Sinai on a semi-regular 
basis. Fortunately, he felt very welcomed at Sinai in the  
fall, and was enthusiastic to partner with us. 

Cantor Ruben will become our Cantor in Residence. 
Cantor Ruben, Ph.D. earned a Bachelor of Arts in music and 
a Master of Arts in religious studies from Indiana University. 
He was ordained as a Cantor from the Jewish Theological 
Seminary. While serving as the Cantor for Temple Shaaray 
Tefila in NYC for 24 years, he earned his Ph.D. in Jewish 
History and currently teaches at Hunter College. Cantor 
Ruben served as the Director of the Debbie Friedman 
School of Sacred Music at Hebrew Union College from 
2006 – 2015.

Cantor Ruben will be first joining us for Purim with Rabbi 
Master as they retell the Purim story based on an adapta-
tion of Disney’s Frozen. Additionally, Cantor Ruben will be 
part of our B’nai Mitzvahs. He will participate in the Friday 
night service as well as the B’nai Mitzvah service on Saturday 
morning. We think the addition of his voice will really make 
the B’nai Mitzvah experience extra special for our families. 
Finally, we are excited to be hosting him for at least one 
extra weekend this spring as he joins Rabbi Master on 
Friday night, and gives an adult educational lecture that 
weekend. More information about these events will be  
coming in E-Vents and will be posted on the website and  
social media. 

In addition to our Cantor in Residence, the choir, band, 
and our accompanist Elisabeth Weber will continue to add 
music to our Shabbat services. The music committee is busy  
planning other special events for the future as well. I hope 
that this will encourage you to join us on Friday nights for 
services with Rabbi Master along with new wonderful music 
to make our welcoming of Shabbat even more special.

L’Shalom, 
Susan Cash Cannizzo

The theme is Disney’s Frozen. 
Dinner: Pasta, Salad, Garlic Bread,  
and, of course, Hamentaschen.  
No charge.
RSVP to the Temple office, 413-736-3619  
or website, www.sinai-temple.org by March 5.

PURIM CELEBRATION 
(DINNER AND SPIEL) 

MARCH 9 6pm 
 

A History of Jerusalem
Bring a brown-bag lunch.  
Refreshments provided.

LUNCH AND LEARN WITH 
RABBI MASTER 

MARCH 11 

Richard Michelson is the author of children’s books 
which bring deep moments of Jewish experience 
to children. R. Michelson Galleries in Northampton 
has been acknowledged as a leader in discovering 
and nurturing the careers of many of our country’s  
best known figurative artists. He will speak during 
our Shabbat service on The Language of Angels: 
How language helped the Jews find their way 
back to their homeland, and helped me find my 
way back to Judaism: A talk about Yiddish,  
Hebrew, Israel, Brooklyn, baseball, Abraham 
Joshua Heschel, Leonard Nimoy and me.

In anticipation of Richard Michelson’s talk, the  
library will put on display some of his books,  
including Grandpa’s Gamble, Across the Alley, 
Too Young for Yiddish, and As Good As Anybody. 
Come visit and check out a great book!

MARCH 27

A Friday Night Service  
with Richard Michelson
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A man was traveling and went to the local synagogue to 
celebrate Shabbat. During the service, he saw something 
he had never seen before. When anyone went up the aisle 
toward the ark and went down the aisle to return to their 
seat, the person stopped in the middle, bowed, took three 
steps, then stood up and continued walking.

The Rabbi and people from the congregation greeted 
the man at the Oneg Lunch following the service. They 
told him the history of the synagogue and showed him the 
plaque dedicating the new building from 50 years ago. 
Then the man asked the Rabbi why people bowed and took 
three steps when they walked down the aisle. “Oh, we’ve 
done this for over 100 years. We bow and take three steps, 
one for our self, one for God, and one for all Jews around 
the world.” Another congregant chimed in, “No, we take one 
step for our ancestors, one for ourselves, and one for our 
children and their descendants; past, present, and  
future.” Then a third person spoke, “I thought it was one step 
for Torah, one for good acts, and one for lovingkindness;  
al sh’losha d’varim.”

The man was puzzling over these different explanations 
of this strange practice and trying to figure out how the 
custom had started and what it really meant. Suddenly, 
he had an idea. On Monday morning, he went to the town 
office and requested the old building plans for the syna-
gogue. There was a diagonal support beam in the middle of 
the sanctuary. To keep from hitting their heads when they 
walked to and from the ark, people would have needed to 
bow, walk under the beam, and then stand up.

For me, this story is about more than how customs orig-
inate and take on new meanings. When I tell this story to 
a class I ask them, if the custom originated from ducking 
under a support beam, were the people telling the man 
the truth at the Oneg Lunch? Their answers always lead to 
talking about the difference between what happened and 
what is true – as you know, they can be very different.

When someone cuts you off, or lets you go ahead of 
them in traffic, you don’t think about the good and evil  
inherent in humanity. Truth can come later, you need to 
keep your eyes on the road and get to your destination.  
In the moment, it is incredibly difficult to see beyond what  
is happening.

I always wonder what truths students will take away 
from their Jewish education. What they will tell their families 
after school on Sundays and what they will tell their friends, 
children, nieces and nephews as the years pass. Will they 
remember that Jerusalem is the capital of Israel? Will they 
remember how to tell a dalet from a final chaf? Will they re-
member the laws for treating people with respect and  
loving their neighbor as themselves?

Message from Dasha Baker
Religious School Director

Message from Rich Seldow 
Chair, Ritual Committee

Dear Congregants, 
I write this as I prepare to attend Friday Night Services. 

Although it is an ordinary Friday Night Service without a 
guest speaker or musical program, it is not ordinary. It is 
one of the best kept secrets in town . It is Shabbat. It is a 
time when we are literally commanded to relax and unwind. 
To refrain from work. To reflect on the prior week and enjoy 
the peace that comes from that refrain and gather with 
other Jews who have also come to welcome the Sabbath.

The week is so hectic with work, kids/grandchildren’s ac-
tivities, our activities, things to remember, things to do, the 
good news in the world to digest and the not so good news. 
All of that is gently put aside for an hour to rest with friends 
and appreciate the blessings we have. We repeat prayers 
that connect us with five millennia of our ancestors and 
hear a sermon that puts a Jewish perspective on the events 
of today. Who wouldn’t enjoy that?

And top it off with coffee and a nosh with old and new 
friends. I can’t think of a better way to leave the week and 
start the weekend!

So I urge you to enjoy and embrace this wonderful gift 
that has been willed to you by your ancestors. A chance to 
relax, meditate , connect, reconnect and enjoy your com-
munity. Come back to your home. Sinai misses you and 
once you try it you will find that you missed Sinai.

See you at shul! We’ll treat for the nosh.

Rich Seldow
Chair, Ritual Committee

     For the spring, we are showing B’nai mitzvah 
tallises, appropriate gifts, and special candles for 
the cake.

     Purim will have masks and crowns and then 
Passover!

     The shop is ready to have you see our seder 
plates, Elijah and Miriam cups.  There are many 
more things to make your seder perfect.  For the 
children, young and not so young, toys, games  
and many new delights.

     More days and longer hours to be coming.

JUDAICA SHOP CORNER

Thais Fischel
413-786-9577

continued on page 5



www.sinai-temple.org 4

It is with great pleasure that

the Men and Women of Sinai announce

the recipients of the annual

Rabbi Herman Eliot Snyder

Service Award

for the year 2020/5780

BUFF MANISCALCO 

LAURIE WEINBERG 

Please join us at 6:00 p.m. on

Friday evening, MARCH 13th, 2020

for dinner provided by the  

Men and Women of Sinai  

as we honor Buff and Laurie for their  

many years of service to Sinai Temple  

and the community

Suggested donations: 

$15 per adult

$8 for children below B’nai Mitzvah age

RS.V.P to the Temple office or website:  

www.sinai-temple.org by Wednesday, March 11.
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SINAI READERS, BOOKS TO  
CONSIDER
March 12, A Pigeon and a Boy, by Meir Shalev, an award 
winning novel set with intertwined stories from the 1948 
battle for Jerusalem and now.
April 15, Family Papers A Sephardic Journey Through 
the Twentieth Century, by Sarah Abrevaya Stein, A 
Sephardic historian, she uses the correspondence of the 
sprawling Levy family, leading publishers and editors, to 
chronicle modernity as it was experienced by Sephardic 
Jews across the Ottoman Empire, to tell the story of their 
journey across the arc of a century and the breadth of the 
globe. In time, the Holocaust nearly eviscerated the clan, 
eradicating whole branches of the family tree. 
We meet on Wednesday evenings at 7 p.m. in the Sinai 
Temple Library, please consider joining us.

Adult Opportunities

helps us cope with the imperfections of our world. Yiddish 
authors such as Shalom Aleichem used humor as a way to 
bring some levity to our experiences. When Jews came to 
America, they took this approach and they used it to bring 
laughter to specifically American and Jewish American 
experiences. For example, in “The Producers”, Mel Brooks 
used humor as a way to mock Hitler and the Nazis and such 
humor continues today with someone like Sasha Baron 
Cohen using satire to help us laugh and cope with the  
imperfections of our world.

The role of Jewish humor shows how humor can play  
an important part in all of our lives. As we enter into our  
celebration of Purim, it is important to remember that humor 
can serve to help us keep a proper perspective on what  
really matters in life. 

Rabbi Jeremy Master

Rabbi’s Message continued from page 1

SINAI GREEN TEAM UP-DATE
To celebrate Tu b’Shevat, Earth Day and spring, Sinai Temple 
and its Green Team announce the beginning of a new  
challenge for the congregants to continue the journey to a 
more sustainable and environmentally friendly future. The 
challenge: Can we go “plastic free”?
Sinai Temple has embarked on improving its own carbon 
footprint in a number of ways including reducing the amount 
of single use plastic in its activities based on suggestions 
from the Center for Ecotechnology. Now we are asking  
congregants to examine their use of single use plastic and 
work to reduce the use of these products.
Single use plastic means anything that is made of plastic 
and intended to be used only once such as food and other 
packaging, bottles, plastic ware, straws. Why do we want 
to reduce this use? Because it’s harming all of us: we are 
polluting our land, our oceans and our bodies with plastic. 
We throw more than 8 million tons of plastic waste into our 
oceans and waterways each year. 
To reduce single use plastic:
First: figure out how much plastic you use daily, weekly, 
monthly and yearly. There are some great plastic use  
calculators to help you estimate your current use.
https://www.earthday.org/campaign/end-plastic-pollution/
https://secure.greenpeace.org.uk/page/content/plastics- 
calculator
https://www.omnicalculator.com/ecology/plastic-footprint
Second: look around and make a commitment to reduce a 
portion of the plastic that you use. 
Third: Share your stories with us. What are you doing and 
what is working? What isn’t working? We will all learn from 
your efforts. Email these stories to noplastic2020@gmail.com.
We will share your stories; the successes and the chal-
lenges. If you use one of the calculators at the beginning, 
you’ll know what your current level of use is. We’ll ask you 
to review your use at different points during the year so you 
can track how you are doing. 
Good luck and THANKS FOR YOUR EFFORTS. Together, 
we can make this planet a healthier place. 

Or, will their experiences with their learning community 
give meaning to their lives? Will what they have learned 
and experienced help them be their best selves? Will they 
feel connected to the Jewish community? In the book of 
Micha (Prophets) we read, “God has told you what is good, 
and what Adonai demands of you; to do justice, to love  
loving-kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.” It’s  
a far cry from bowing and taking three steps, but it’s a  
good truth.

Dasha’s Message continued from page 3 Green Team Breakfast  -  $5
Please join us for the Sinai Temple Green Team Breakfast
Sunday, March 29, 2020 9:00 AM
Learn how we can all become more environmentally  
conscious both at Temple and at home. There’s only one 
Earth! Let’s preserve it for future generations!
More information to follow.
If you want to join the Green Team, please contact Michele 
Marantz (mb.marantz@comcast.net or Richard Alpert  
(ralpert42@gmail.com). 
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The Caring Community of Sinai Temple  
invites you to be present

 at our congregations’
7th day of Passover service

(during which Yizkor will be recited)

10:30 AM on Wednesday,  

April 15th.

A Passover luncheon will be served 
 following the service.

There is no charge for this wonderful 
event. Unfortunately walk-ins cannot  

be accommodated.

Please RSVP to the Temple office,  
736-3619, no later than Friday, April 10. 

SPRING TRIP TO  
TOURO SYNAGOGUE

Newport RI, Sunday, March 22
We will join with Rabbi Devorah Jacobson’s class on the history 
of Jews in America to tour the Touro Synagogue. Built in 1763, 
it is the oldest synagogue building still standing in the United 
States and well-known for George Washington ‘s 1790 visit 
and letter to the congregation famously promising religious 
freedom in America. We will explore the Loeb Visitor Center, 
tour the synagogue, see the Colonial era Jewish cemetery, 
enjoy lunch, of course, at the Cru Café. Rabbi Jacobson has 
arranged a visit with Howard and Mary Newman, well-known 
artists and members of the Newport Chavurah who will talk 
with us about Jewish life in Newport then and now. We will 
then spend about one hour at the Redwood Library and  
Athenaeum. Founded in 1747, it is the oldest community library 
still occupying its original building in the United States. We will 
hear about the history of the Jewish community in general and 
in particular their involvement in the nefarious slave trade. 
By the time you read this, we will have a price and registration 
online or through the office. Questions? Contact Laurie Weinberg, 
sagecitrus@aol.com

RABBI JEREMY MASTER
LEADS OUR 

COMMUNITY SEDER
(SECOND NIGHT OF PESACH)

APRIL 9, 2020 - 6:00 P.M.
SINAI TEMPLE

Adults: $36  -  Children: $18 (under B’nai Mitzvah age)

It is our legacy to celebrate Passover together, Please contact 
Rabbi Master for scholarship support.

MENU
Gefilte Fish 
Roasted Potatoes 
Chicken Soup w/ Matzo Ball 
Roasted Lemon & Garlic Broccoli

R.S.V.P.:  Temple Office:  413-736-3619 or Website:   
www.sinai-temple.org

Sinai Temple  
Memorial Park

Our Heritage, Our Cemetery, Our Family 

Contact the Temple Office for information  

and pricing.



Happy Birthday to our congregants born in March and April
March Birthdays
Marilyn Amster
Matthew Amster
Judith Aronson
Robert Baevsky
Jeffrey Baevsky
Brie Basch
Larry Bauman
Sue Bernstein
Ronald Bernstein
Stephen Black
Elaine Blake-Shusterman
Matthew Breslau
Daniel Broad
Deborah Brown
Scott Brown
Robin Brown
Andrea Chasen
Judith Cohen
Ivey Cooley
Shari Beth Cooper
Chloe DelGallo
Jackson Despain
Sarah Dickstein
Mark Dindas
Sharon Ehrlich
Rebekah Ehrlich
Andrea Engelman
Gail Finestone
Barbara Finkel
Martha Finkel-Ceppetelli
Jacob Freedman
Nancy Friedman
Rachel Goldberg
Mikhaila Goldman
Gabrielle Goldman
Shaina Gootzit
Ron Gordenstein
Peggy Grodd
Elizabeth Grodd
Bruce Haskin
Samuel Hellerman
Allison Horowitz
Jennifer Hurwitz
David Kalman
Sarah Klein
Paul Kuc
Adam Kugelmass
Aaron Kugelmass
Eva Landers

Deborah Levheim
Joseph Lewis
Dara Master
Ariel Miller
Benjamin Mirkin
Abigail Mirot
Henry Moskovitz
Michael Mueller
Jeffrey Mueller
Larry Nathan
Madeleine Neiman
Beth Paysnick
Amy Paysnick
Maureen Posner
Aaron Posner
Samuel Radner
Gayle Rediker
Susan Resnick
Arthur Richton
David Rosenthal
Jeffrey Rosenthal
Paul Rothschild
Jason Rothschild
Barbara Sadowsky
Matthieu Schapiro
Sally Schneider
Amy Schofield
Delaney Schrager
Arnold Shtrax
Shaina Shusterman
Johanna Silver
Steven Silver
Jason Smith
Esta Sobey
Anthony Sobey
April Solon
Barbara Stechenberg
Gregory Tariff
Destini Tucker
Levi Tucker
Tracy Vogel
Arnold Vogel
Jennifer Whalen
Marianne Wineberg
Zachary Zimmer
Peter Zimmer
Kenneth Zimmerman 

April birthdays
 Karen Ambrose

Lynne Aronson
Sylvia Barr
Lee Berman
Geoffrey Berman
Jayne Berman
Jillian Bertuzzi
Jessica Blank
Rebekah Blonder
Lisa Braun
Sarah Breslau
Bonnie Brown
Mel Chafetz
Beth Chafetz
Danny Chase
Lori Chase
Jonathan Chasen
Sharon Chasen
Jo Ann Clikissman
Andrew Cohen
Jeffrey Cossin
Michael DelGallo
Tina deMeza
Margery Engelman
Jan Finerman
David Gang
Alexander Gang
Bonnie Gibson
Diana Gitlen
Patti Gold
Linda Goldman
Gary Gootzit
Hannah Gordon
Brian Grayboff
Janice Greenberg
Avery Halpern
Robin Henrie
Grace Hoff
Mira Hyman
Sidney Hyman
Alison Jacobs
Paul Jacobs
Phyllis Katz
Ruth Katz
Louis Katz
Michael Klein
Rachel Klotz
Samuel Leavitt
Ronnie Leavitt
Sumner Lewis
Karen Locke

Rachael Maniscalco
Jodi Maniscalco
Carolyn Mernoff
Susan Mirkin
Aaron Morse
Alexander Moskovitz
Nancy Mueller
Fern Newman
Roberta Orenstein
Samuel Patterson
Brian Peskin
Brian Plumb
Jayme Radding
Carl Reiner
Jana Roberts
Alan Rogers
Gloria Rothman
Scott Rubin
Michael Scheer
Malcolm Schneider
Mark Shapiro
Livia Shelasky
Benjamin Sherman
Peter Shrair
Evan Shukan
Laurie Solomon
Michael Solon
Elizabeth Stahl
Deborah Starr
Edith Starr
Richard Steingart
Melanie Stone
Christopher Sullivan
David Tivoli
Joan Vogel
Alana Wasserman
Eric Weiss
Rachel Weiss
Ruth Weiss
Susan Weiss
Ronald Weiss
Andrea Wenner
Amy Whalen
Jennifer Willson
Barbara Winer
Jessica Winer
Melissa Winer
Roberta Ziff
Alan Zimmerman 
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Thank you for your contributions.
Please note: The donations listed below are as of January 27. Donations received after this date will appear in the next bulletin.

Donations

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
•  Halpern family in appreciation and honor of Ella’s  

Bat Mitzvah.
•  Maureen and Stephen Posner in memory of Florence 

Posner, and in appreciation to Rabbi Master.
•  Jayne Berman and Dianne Snieder in memory of Pat Barr, 

and in appreciation to Rabbi Master.
•  Bobbie, Shelley, Alan and Lane Ziff in loving memory of 

my nephew and our cousin, Terry Chiz.
•  August family in memory of Bennett August, and in  

appreciation to Rabbi Master.
•  Erica, Tom and Madeline Brunette in appreciation for,  

and in honor of Madeline’s Bat Mitzvah.
•  Bobbie, Shelley, Alan and Lane Ziff in loving memory of 

my mother and our Bubby, Marion Ascher.
•  Laura Wallace in memory of Ruth Wallace on her yahrzeit.
•  Barbara and Leon Stechenberg in appreciation for, and in 

honor of our granddaughter, Madeline’s Bat Mitzvah.
•  Stephen and Kathy Black in memory of Beverly Fritz.
•  Kathy Black in memory of my mother, Florence  

Fernandes.
•  Karen and David Mernoff in honor of the birth of  

Noam Bertuzzi.
•  Fredi Rosenthal in memory of Erwin Bilsky.
•  Mark Cutler in memory of his mother, Anne Cutler.

Berman/Sneider Fund
•  Donations made in memory of Morton (Pat) Barr:  

David and Carol Tivoli; Phil & Vicki Wacks; Roz & Bob 
Coglianese; Stephen & Kathy Black; Albert Steiger; J.M. 
O’Brien & Co, Inc.; Frank & Sue Carrazza, Jr.; Fern &  
Albert Newman; Mike and Karen Bader; William &  
Elizabeth DeMichele.

Susan Broh Tikkun Olam Fund
•  Carol and David Tivoli in appreciation to Rich Alpert and 

Ronnie for everything they do.

Caring Community Fund
•  Jeff Cossin & Karen Mendelsohn in honor of Alan &  

Lesley Brown.
•  Ann Rosenfield in memory of David Rosenfield.
•  Larry Goodman in memory of my mother, Frances  

Goodman on her yahrzeit.
•  Karen and David Mernoff in honor of the birth of Noam 

Asher Bertuzzi.

Howard and Lee Grayboff “Fix-It” Fund
•  Claire Cohen-Stelzer in honor of Lee Grayboff’s birthday.

Isaiah Hunger Fund
•  Judi Spitzer in memory of Alan Spitzer.
•  Judi Spitzer in memory of Harry Greenberg.

Nathan Levine Endowment Fund
•  Ann Rosenfield and family in memory of Ruth Corbert.

Music Fund
•  Steingart Family in honor of the birth of Noam Bertuzzi.
•  Donations made in memory of Beverly Fritz: Carol and 

David Tivoli; Sarah and Arnold Shtrax; Sinai Executive 
Board.

•  Mason, Lexie and Shayla Dunn-McDonagh in memory  
of my awesome Auntie, Beverly.

•  Robin Dunn-McDonagh in memory of my loving sister 
Beverly.

•  Laura Broad wishing a ‘Misheberach to my friend and  
fellow singer, Ed Radding.

•  Claire Cohen-Stelzer and family in memory of Regina 
Levine on her yahrzeit.

•  Robin Dunn-McDonagh in appreciation to Sinai Temple 
Choir, thank you for the music.

•  Ronnie Leavitt and Rich Alpert in honor of the birth of 
Noam Bertuzzi.

•  Ronnie Leavitt and Rich Alpert in honor of David Tivoli’s 
retirement.

Oneg Shabbat Fund
•  Cynthia Kittredge in memory of Dwight Shaw on his  

yahrzeit.
•  Rich and Judy Seldow in honor of the birth of Noam  

Bertuzzi.
•  Mike and Karen Bader in memory of Bennett August.
•  Diane Friedberg in memory of my father, Maurice Cecil 

Michelow on his yahrzeit.
•  Diane and Richard Friedberg in memory of Doris Chase.

Esther Pachman for children under Five Fund
•  Donation made by Ellen Follett.

Religious School Scholarship Fund
•  Mike and Karen Bader in honor of the marriage of  

Andrew Goldberg and Nicole Collins.
•  Horizon Greene in honor of Marcia and Mandy Greene.
•  Ronnie Leavitt and Rich Alpert in memory of Beverly Fritz.
•  Barbara and Gary Levine in honor of Gary Grunthalt.



Abe and Edna Simons Camp Fund
•  Judy and Michael Cohen in memory of Bud August.
•  Judy and Michael Cohen in memory of Pat Barr.

Rabbi Snyder Scholarship Fund
•  Marcia Barasia in memory of Norman and  

Dorothy Hare.

Social Action Fund
•  Donations made in honor of Rich Alpert for receiving  

the Micah award: Tricia & Michael Freedman; Carol  
and David Tivoli, Laura Broad; Joan Rosenbaum.

•  Donations made wishing a speedy recovery to Rich 
Alpert; Susan Shepherd and David Morse; Arnie  
and Sarah Shtrax.

•  Ronnie Leavitt and Rich Alpert in memory of  
Doris Chase.

•  Ronnie Leavitt and Rich Alpert in memory of  
Florence Posner.

•  Ronnie Leavitt and Rich Alpert in memory of Morton 
(Pat) Barr.

•  Ronnie Leavitt and Rich Alpert mazel tov to the  
Stechenberg’s on Maddy’s Bat Mitzvah.

•  Ronnie Leavitt and Rich Alpert in memory of Morton 
Barr.

Michael Steingart Fund
•  The Steingart-Hanford Family in memory Grandma  

and Grandpa Stein.

Helen and Sy Weiner Children’s Literature 
and Photographic Arts Fund
•  Lisa, Mark and Jacob Goldman in memory of  

Sy Weiner, beloved father and grandfather.

World Crisis Fund
•  Judith Spitzer in memory of Bud August.
•  Kathy Black in memory of my mother, Florence  

Fernandes.
•  Barbara Brody in honor of Thais Fischel’s special  

birthday.
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Donations

JEWISH JOKE
Three old women are sitting around, talking about  
their dead husbands. Mrs. Murphy says that when her 
husband Riley died, she put a bottle of Irish whiskey 
and $20 in the casket to accompany him in the afterlife.
The next widow, Mrs. Parisi, says, “That’s nothing! When 
my husband Salvatore died, I put my famous spaghetti 
and meatballs and $100 in the casket for him.”
Then Mrs. Steinberg chimed in: “I can see you ladies 
really loved your husbands. But when my Saul passed 
away, I put a jar of gefilte fish in his basket along with 
$10,000.”
“$10,000!” the other ladies cried, “Are you nuts?!”
Mrs. Steinberg replied: “I loved my Saul.”
“You are some wife,” said the other two.
“I know. But don’t worry -- I wrote him a check.”

Mazal Tov to:

•  Ally and Matt Bertuzzi on the birth of their son 
Noam.

•  Betsy and Joel Bertuzzi on the birth of their  
grandson, Noam.

The Memory of the Righteous is  
a Blessing

All of us at Sinai Temple extend condolences as we  
remember the following. Their memories are precious  
to their relatives, their friends and to each of us who 
form the community of Sinai Temple.

We remember those who have passed away from 
December 5, 2019 to present:

• Florence Posner, Stephen Posner’s mother  
• Doris Chase, Richard Chase’s mother
• Dellores Mirot, Adam Mirot’s mother
• Joel Cartun, Jeffrey Cartun’s father



HEBREW FREE LOAN ASSOCIATION 
OF GREATER SPRINGFIELD

Carlin Trietsch, Executive Director
1160 Dickinson Street

www.hebrewfreeloanassociat ion.org

An age-old tradition that is 
changing lives today 

WE WELCOME YOUR DONATIONS

         Personal Education Life Events

HFLA offers 
support for day to 

day expenses – large 
or small – planned or 
unplanned – debts, 

repairs, Bar/Bat 
Mitzvahs-anytime 

budgets are burdened.

Advanced learning 
is critical for future 

independence. Our 
Zero-Interest loans 
can help post-high 

school students with 
academic expenses.

The future can change 
unexpectantly - a 

temporary job loss, 
legal fees, you require 

dental implants or 
medical help your 
insurance does not 

cover. HFLA is here.

The highest form of charity is to help people help themselves. HFLA 
offers a hand up to members of our Jewish community by offering interest-
free loans for those who may have exhausted traditional resources.

For answers to your elder care needs 
visit us at JGSLifecare.org 

or contact Lori at 
lpayson@JGSLifecare.org 

or 413-567-6212
x 3105

We Care!

770 Converse St, Longmeadow, MA 01106

Assisted Living - Ruth’s House
Short-Stay Rehabilitation - Sosin Center

Adult Day Health Care - Wernick
Long-Term Skilled Nursing Care - Leavitt

Home Care • Palliative Care • Hospice Care - Spectrum 
Memory Care - All entities

 

      
     
149 Ella Grasso Tpke.    BRADLEY AIRPORT     
Windsor Locks, CT   Stay Park Fly Package   
 860-623-2000    cwssales@shieldhotels.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    
 

 

149 Ella Grasso Tpke.
Windsor Locks, CT
860-623-2000

BRADLEY AIRPORT
Stay Park Fly Package

cwssales@shieldhotels.com

FAIRFIELD INN & SUITES 
AT INGLESIDE SQUARE 

Consistent service and exceptional value make 
Fairfield Inn & Suites at Ingleside Square the perfect 

complement to your special occasion 

 

Call us at 413-533-2800 to make a reservation. Ask us 
about special group and corporate rates! 

Fairfield Inn & Suites 
NEWLY OPENED 
229 Whiting Farms Rd. 
www.marriott.com/BDLHO 

 Free Hot Breakfast
 Meeting Room
 Free WiFi
 Indoor Pool and Fitness Center

FROM $139/ night + tax 

VIABILITY
FLOOR CLEANING

60 Brookdale Drive
Springfield, MA 01104

EMERSON CAMPBELL
Certified Floor Care Specialist

(413) 533-9370 office
(413) 270-4412 cell
ecampbell@viability.org
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Sixt rent a car, LLC
504 Saint James Ave.
Springfield, MA 01104

sixt.com

Sixt rent a car, LLC
504 Saint James Ave.
Springfield, MA 01104

sixt.com

Sixt rent a car, LLC
504 Saint James Ave.
Springfield, MA 01104

sixt.com

Sixt rent a car, LLC
504 Saint James Ave.
Springfield, MA 01104

sixt.com

richard.black@sixt.com
phone: +1 413 731 6900

mobile: +1 413 237 2224

Richard Black
Vice President, Jay Harland Corp.

Ron Gordenstein
Owner/President

90 Tapley St - Spfld
broadwayoffice.com

ron@broadwayoffice.com
• Full Service Dealership
• New and Used Furniture
• Custom Furniture Refurbishing
• Space Planning and Interior Design
• Installation and Moving Services

B r o a d w a y
O f f i c e
I n t e r i o r s

413.734.8911 p
413.734.9943 f

Our Advertisers Welcome Your Business

Peter W. Shrair
David A. Shrair

Robert L. Dambrov
Susan A. McCoy

John W. Davis
Rona S. Fingold

(of counsel)

Joel Solomon Photography
Freelance and Event Photography

Home: 413-567-0073
Cell: 413-530-2007

joelsol@comcast.net
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Chanukah, December 27, 2019 

Jacob Goldman, Rabbi Jeremy Master, David Tivoli,  
Wholesale Klezmer Band Shabbat December 2019   – Photo by Daniel Cohn

 – Photo by Daniel Cohn


