
High   Holiday   Service   Op�ons  
 
This   year   we   will   celebrate   the   High   Holidays   together   in   ways   that   are   both   new   and   familiar   .   We   have  
an   abundance   of   op�ons   that   we   believe   will   fit   your   needs.   Whether   you   want   to   a�end   services   inside,  
outside,   or   in   the   comfort   of   home,   the   experience   will   be   one   of   community,   celebra�on   of   the   new  
year,   and   self-reflec�on.   Please   choose   the   op�ons   that   feel   safe   and   comfortable   for   you   and   your  
family.  
  
We   are   grateful   to   those   of   you   who   completed   our   High   Holiday   survey   a   few   weeks   ago.   Your   responses  
helped   us   build   a   list   of   crea�ve   op�ons   of   services,   learning   experiences   and   community   engagement.  
A�er   you   read   this   note   to   the   end,   please   fill   out   our   High   Holiday   service   form   so   that   we   can   plan   and  
the   rituals   and   rhythms   of   Judaism   can   help   us   all   welcome   a   new   year   with   hope.   
  
Here’s   what   you   need   to   know   to   fill   out   the   form:  
  
Place  

● Services   will   be   live-streamed   from   the   sanctuary   each   day   and   will   be   led   by   Rabbi   Katz  
and   Cantor   Stevens.   This   will   enable   you   to   stay   connected   during   this   vulnerable   �me.  
We   will   send   instruc�ons   on   how   to   access   these   services   in   accordance   with   Jewish  
tradi�on.   

● There   are   several   op�ons   for   in   person   services   including   the   sanctuary,   a   tent   behind   the  
shul,   or   a   tent   in   the   backyard   of   a   member.   Note:   There   will   be   bathroom   access   at  
CSAIR.   There   will   not   be   bathroom   access   at   the   services   held   in   members’   backyards.  

● All   services,   indoor   and   outdoor,   are   capped   at   50   a�endees.  
  
Time  

● All   services   will   be   two   hours   long   (or   less!)  
● We   are   designing   the   services   with   a   clear   arc   and   hope   that   people   will   come   for   the  

en�re   two   hours.   
● We   are   considering   offering   one   hour   or   less   shofar   services   at   other   �mes   of   the   day.  

 
Process  
Once   you   fill   out   the   form,   based   on   your   preferences,   we   will   offer   you   a   place   in   one   or   more   services.  
Comple�ng   the   form   below   will   indicate   your   preferences   for   our   service   op�ons.   Our   goal   is   that   every  
person   who   wants   to   can   a�end   at   least   one   in-person   service   over   the   course   of   the   High   Holidays-  
hopefully   more.   We   will   try   our   best   to   honor   and   accommodate   preferences   and   appreciate   your  
flexibility.   This   is   s�ll   a   work   in   progress,   and   many   details   are   yet   to   be   worked   out,   and   dependent   upon  
responses   received.  
  
Children  
Children   can   come   as   long   as   they   are   feeling   well.   Those   over   the   age   of   two   will   need   to   wear   a   mask.  
They   will   need   to   be   under   the   direct   supervision   of   a   parent   and   remain   in   their   seat   for   the   dura�on   of  



the   service.   If   you   want   to   bring   a   child,   make   sure   to   let   us   know   on   the   form.   In   addi�on,   we   are  
preparing   a   virtual   service,   learning   and   engagement   experiences   for   children   and   families   of   all   ages.  
  
Safety  
Masks   and   social   distancing   are   required   at   all   indoor   and   outdoor   services   and   programs.   We   con�nue  
to   be   guided   by   the   state   Department   of   Health   and   our   own   Coronavirus   medical   advisory   group.   If  
circumstances   change   and   we   need   to   adapt   our   plans,   we   will   do   so.  
  
Town   Hall  
We   hosted   a   Town   Hall   on    Monday,   August   3   at   8:45   PM .   Members   of   the   medical   commi�ee   and   staff  
were   there   to   talk   about   the   plan.   
  
The   deadline   to   fill   out   the   form   was   Wednesday,   August   12.    We   may   not   be   able   to   accommodate   a  
request   for   an   in-person   placement   to   those   who   did   not   fill   out   this   form   by   the   deadline.   We   know   that  
all   of   these   choices   can   be   confusing   or   stressful,   so   if   you   need   help,   please   call   or   email    Rabbi  
Greenberg    and   we   can   explain   the   op�ons   or   take   your   informa�on   over   the   phone.  
 
Click   here     to   fill   out   the   form.  
 
Given   the   extraordinary   circumstances   this   year,   our   livestream   will   be   open   to   anyone   who   wants   to   join  
us.   Please   ask   any   guests   who   want   to   a�end   to   send   us   an   email   request   and   we   will   send   them  
instruc�ons   on   how   to   join.   In-person   sea�ng   will   be   for   member   families.   If   there   is   room   we   can  
consider   a   small   number   of   guests.   Contact   the   office   with   your   requests.   We   typically   ask   for   a   dona�on  
of   $200   for   High   Holiday   seats.   In   this   year’s   virtual   se�ng,   we   simply   ask   you   to   consider   a   voluntary  
dona�on.    Click   here     to   donate.  
  
Over   the   next   month   we   will   share   lots   of   ways   to   prepare   for   these   holidays   including   ge�ng   a   copy   of  
the   machzor   to   use   at   home,   private   �me   in   the   sanctuary   in   the   month   before   Rosh   Hashanah,   shorter  
shofar   services   for   people   who   choose   not   to   a�end   a   full   service,   and,   of   course,   many   other   online  
classes   and   experiences.   Please,   only   choose   in-person   op�ons   if   you   feel   comfortable   doing   so   and   are  
healthy   on   the   day   itself.   Even   if   you   don’t   “come   to   shul,”   shul   will   come   to   you   in   myriad   ways   over   the  
next   months.  
  
With   best   wishes   for   a   healthy   and   sweet   year,  
 
Dr.   Cliff   Nerwen,   President  
Rabbi   Barry   Dov   Katz  
Cantor   Elizabeth   Stevens  
Rabbi   Ka�e   Greenberg  
Liba   Kornfeld,   Ritual   Chair  
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