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ERUV INFORMATION
Sur fside:  The Eruv in Sur fside now 

includes the walking paths along 
the beach.  Pushing strol lers and 

carrying is permit ted on the paths, 
but not beyond the path or onto the 

beach.

Bal Harbour :  The Eruv in Bal 
Harbour inc ludes the inner 

(western) walking path only. The 
pier at Haulover Cut is not inc luded.

Bay Harbor Islands:  The Eruv in 
Bay Harbor Islands inc ludes the 
ent ire per imeter of both is lands 

in Bay Harbor inc luding the small 
br idge connect ing to Sur fside.

Indian Creek Island:  The 
ent ire is land of Indian Creek is 

EXCLUDED from the Eruv, inc luding 
the br idge leading up to the island.

We would l ike to emphasize that 
every Erev Shabbos, individuals 

should cal l  the Eruv Hot l ine to make 
sure that the Eruv is operat ional 

pr ior to carrying on Shabbos.
The number is 305 -866 -ERUV 
(3788). The Eruv message is 

recorded approximately two hours 
pr ior to Candle Light ing.

To pay your annual Eruv dues visit: 
www.miamibeacheruv.com

TO DONATE TO THE SHUL
PLEASE SCAN BELOW

H A T Z A L A H
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This week’s Torah reading tells how 
Moses commanded the Jewish people 
to build the Sanctuary for G-d in the 
desert and how the Jews eagerly 
responded, giving and working 
to construct this dwelling for G-d.

The reading is called Vayakhel, “And 
he gathered,” and begins by relating 
that Moses gathered together the 
entire Jewish people. This teaches 
an important lesson: When building 
a Sanctuary where G-dliness will 
be revealed, one must establish 
unity among the Jewish people.

In our prayers we say: “Bless us our 
Father all as one.” The commentaries 
explain that when we are “all as one,” 
then we have created a fit setting 
for G-d’s blessing to be manifest.

To explain this concept in the personal 
sphere: There are individuals who 
pride themselves on spiritual sensitivity 
and refinement. Such refinement 
must be reflected in better and 
more encompassing relations with 
their fellow man. It is only through 
self-transcendence that one can 
appreciate the spiritual. And the 
most practical experience of self-
transcendence is relations with others.

And sequence is also important. We 
begin with Vayakhel , establishing 
togetherness. Begin by breaking 
down the barriers that separate one 
Jew from another and this itself will 
make it possible for the barriers 
preventing the manifestation of 
G-dliness in this world to be overcome.

Finally, Pekudei reports the response of 
G‑d in filling the Sanctuary with His glory.
We have here the three stages in 

the dialogue between G-d and man, 
the three phases through which 
their relationship progresses. First 
there comes the Divine initiative, 
the “awakening from above,” the 
command which opens up a path for 
man to unite himself with G-d’s will. 

Then there is the human response, 
the “awakening from below” in which 
he rises to the challenge of obedience 
and creates within himself and his 
world a hallowed space, hollowed out, 
as it were, from his delusions of self-
sufficiency, for G‑d to enter and make 
His habitation. Finally there comes 
the Divine response, the revelation 
of G-d within the human sphere. 

The command, which was the opening 
voice of G-d, came like a voice from 
outside, inviting man to break through 
his shell of self and separation. 

But the concluding response of G-d 
is a voice from within, flooding the 
human sanctuary with “the glory of 
the L-rd.” This is the voice of Pekudei.

BASED ON THE TEACHINGS OF THE LUBAVITCHER REBBE 
RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON

 Moses gathers the People of 
Israel and repeats to them all 
the things G‑d has told him in 
the previous three Parshiot. 
So a lot of this Parshah repeats 
things we’ve read before. 
(chabad.org)

OUR REBBE’S PARSHA MESSAGE PARSHA ROUNDUP

• First: the commandment 
to keep the Sabbath: For 
six days of the week, Jews 
can work, and the seventh 
day is a special day of rest 
called Shabbat.

• Next: G‑d’s command 
to donate materials for 
the construction of the 
Mishkan.  

• As soon as Moses finished 
talking, the people went 
to bring things to donate 
to the Mishkan. The 
people were so happy 
to contribute that they 
brought everything they 
had.

• Once again we hear about 
the master craftsmen 
Bezalel and Oholiab who 
were in charge of the 
building of the Mishkan.

• Now we read about the 
actual building of the 
Mishkan. We read how 
they made the curtains, 
the coverings (ram and 
tachash skins), the walls 
(acacia wood ), the vessels, 
the ark, the cherubim, the 
Menorah, the golden altar 
for the Ketoret, the table 
and the copper washstand 
(made from mirrors 
donated by the Jewish 
women), the courtyard, as 
well as anything else that 
belonged in the Mishkan .

Vayak’hel-Pekudei
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V A Y A K H E L / P E K U D E I

This  Shabbos we are pr iv i leged 
to  have mul t ip le,  ver y  power fu l , 
sp i r i tual  e lements intersec t .  1)  We 
read a double Por t ion Vayakhel  and 
Pekudei,  2)  We culminate the book 
of  Shmos (Exodus)  proc la iming 
Chazak Chazak V ’  Nischazek!  – 
Be st rong,  Be St rong and let  us 
be st rengthened,  3)  We take out 
a  second Torah for  the spec ia l 
reading f rom Exodus regarding the 
f i rs t  formal  Mi t zvah dic tated by G - d, 
which is  the sanct i f y ing the New 
Moon of  the f i rs t  of  the months in  the 
month ly  sequence of  the year,  namely 
the month of  Nissan,  the month of 
mirac les,  redempt ion and f reedom.

Each of  these e lements connotes 
st rength,  mirac les,  ho l iness, 
power,  grat i tude and B less ings.

I t  is  at  the outset  of  th is  por t ion 
that  we set  the miss ion and 
overal l  objec t ive for  a l l  of  th is.

Moses charges the chi ldren of 
Israe l  to  bui ld  the Temple and make 
i ts  vessels  and ornaments.  His 
d i rec t ive for  bui ld ing a sanctuar y 
for  G - d is  immediate ly  prefaced by 
the laws of  Sabbath.  Though there 
are many reasons for  p lac ing the 
laws of  Sabbath in  th is  seemingly 
out  of  contex t  p lace,  on an internal 
leve l  i t  teaches us an impor tant 
lesson in  our  ser v ice to  G - d.
The wor ld  consists  of  three basic 
d imensions:  T ime,  Space and Being, 
each of  which is  necessar y and 
compl iments the other  in  our  spat ia l , 

temporal  universe.  The purpose of 
the Temple was,  as is  stated “To 
make a dwel l ing p lace for  G - d in  th is 
wor ld ”.  The Temple st ruc ture i tse l f 
represented the presence of  D iv in i t y 
in  the “space”  e lement  of  the universe. 
Space is  the most  tangib le  of  a l l 
of  the aforement ioned dimensions 
and we can therefore easi ly 
def ine the sanct i f icat ion of  space.

T ime,  which is  a  more intangib le 
facet ,  must  a lso be sanct i f ied 
and become a dwel l ing p lace for 
G - dl iness.  In  the same way as the 
Temple represented the most  dynamic 
and obv ious dwel l ing p lace for  G - d in 
“space”,  Sabbath represents the most 
obv ious and dynamic abode for  G - d 
in  “ t ime”.  As we re late to  the p laces, 
synagogues,  and ar t i fac ts  that  he lp 
us ident i f y  wi th  G - d and our  t radi t ion 
we al l  a lso required to  dedicate 
t imes that  fu l f i l l  the same purpose.

The th i rd  component ,  “be ing”  refers 
to  each of  us who through our 
ac t ions and behavior  br ing G - dl iness 
and sanct i f icat ion to  Space and 
T ime.  In  th is  way we encompass 
and permeate our  physical  wor ld 
wi th  G - dl iness and purpose and 
a l low for  i ts  intended sanct i f icat ion.
Sabbath is  the Temple of  “ t ime”,  let  us 
honor  i t  and use i t  w ise ly,  espec ia l ly 
as th is  Mi t zvah contains such a 
p lethora of  goodness and ho l iness 
that  is  so exper ient ia l ly  v is ib le  to 
those who keep the Sabbath ho ly.

The f i rs t  word of  th is  por t ion 
presents the foundat ion and 
mandator y  prerequis i te  to  proper ly 
fu l f i l l  and benef i t  f rom al l  the 
aforement ioned.  V ’Yakhel  –  “and he 
(Moses)  congregated”  the Jewish 
People and shared wi th  them G - d ’s 
d i rec t ives.  This  word V ’Yakhel 
is  not  a  commonly used word for 
summoning and gather ing a group. 
The more f requent ly  used word would 
be V ’Yeesaf  –  and he gathered. 
V ’Yahkel  is  the verb for  the noun 
Kehi la  – communi t y  –  congregat ion. 
Kehi la  connotes a large group of 
indiv iduals  who form a s ingular 
uni t  –  a communi t y.  This  teaches 

us the fundamental  need for  uni ty, 
espec ia l ly  in  th is  year  of  Hakhel.
I t  was cr i t ica l  for  a l l  of  the 
Jewish People to  jo in  together 
as a tota l ly  uni f ied communi t y  / 
fami ly  for  Hashem to dwel l  among 
them and g ive them the spec ia l 
uniquely  Jewish g i f t  of  Shabbos.

The 40 -year  so journ in  the deser t  was 
the only  per iod in  h istor y  when ALL 
Jews prayed in  one Shul  –  the Mishkan.

I t  is  that  s ingular i t y  that  represents 
Hashem that  br ings us a l l  of  the 
b less ing that  come wi th  our  being ho ly 
and pure,  whi le  c reat ing a dwel l ing 
p lace and ce lebrat ing h is  day of  rest .

Have a good Shabbos and a great 
week.

MAZAL TOVMAZAL TOV
Prosper "Ashy" & Mishy 

Mamane
& Big Sister Nilli 

on the birth of their son and 
brother and

to Grandparents 

Laurence & Judith Zieper 
and 

Robert Kaplan,
Boruch & Yonit Duchman

and to Great-Grandparents

Prosper & Nanda Mamane, 
Paulina Halpern 

May they see him raised to Torah, 
Chupah and Ma’asim Tovim and 

have much nachas from him.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERSWELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Ms. Vivian Weinstein Brisman

Mr. & Mrs. Dan & Tzivia Luxenberg

Mr. & Mrs. Rachamin & Fernanda 
Cohen

THOUGHTS ON THE PARSHA 
RABBI  SHALOM D.  L IPSK AR
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Celebrating Shabbos - Schedule

LIGHT & POWER FOR THE MONTH OF ADAR

Weekly prayers times

IS KINDLY DONATED BY

 ISSER & DVORA LEAH NEW
 IN LOVING MEMORY OF THEIR DEAR GRANDMOTHER 

ASSIA NEW, OBM

Everything you need for an “over the top” Shabbos experience Davening schedule for all minyanim

Candle Lighting        7:12 PM
Ealy Mincha       6:00 PM
Mincha / Kabbalas Shabbos     7:15 PM

SHABBOS EVENING

SHABBOS DAY

Hashkama Minyan Tehilim (Upstairs)    7:15 AM
Hashkama Minyan (Upstairs)      7:30 AM
Shacharis Main Minyan Tehilim      7:30 AM
Shacharis Main Minyan      9:00 AM
Sephardic Minyan      9:00 AM
Children’s Programs   10:00 AM
Upstairs Minyan Tehilim      8:30 AM
Shacharis Upstairs Minyan   10:00 AM
Kiddush Following the Service
Daf Yomi       6:10 PM
Mincha        7:15 PM
Shabbos Ends / Maariv / Havdalah    8:05 PM
Video of the Rebbe following the Service

NEXT WEEK SHABBOS VAYIKRA
Candle Lighting     7:15 PM
Shabbos Ends      8:08 PM

Main Minyan           6:50 - 7:30 - 9:00 AM
Sephardic Minyan                 8:00 AM

SHACHARIS ( MON- FRI)

SUNDAY SHACHARIS

Main Minyan         7:00 - 8:00 - 9:00 AM
Sephardic Minyan     7:00 - 8:30 AM

Daily Chumash & Tanya after every Minyan

MINCHA / MAARIV (SUN - THUR)

Main Minyan Early Mincha                2:00 PM 
Main Minyan Mincha     7:20 PM
Sephardic Mincha     7:20 PM
Main Minyan Late Maariv  10:00 PM
  

HALACHIC TIMES BASED ON MARCH 22nd (chabad.org)
Note: May vary by a minute or two during the week

Alot Hashachar / Dawn     6:10 AM
Earliest Talit & Tefilin     6:41 AM
Netz Hachama / Sunrise       7:23 AM
Latest Shema                   10:23 AM
Latest Shacharit                                  11:24 AM
Chatzot / Midday     1:27 PM
Earliest Mincha      1:59 PM
Plag HaMincha      6:20 PM
Shekiah /Sunset      7:33 PM
Tzeit Hakochavim / Nightfall    7:56 PM
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Sponsoring a Shabbos Kiddush is a wonderful way to celebrate 
a birthday, anniversary or any other simcha to mark a special 

moment in one’s life, honor someone or commemorate a yahrzeit. 

The Kiddush brings our community together while recognizing 
and sharing these important life cycles and milestone events.

Many sponshorship options available upon request

Please contact Milena
milena@theshul.org or scan below

KIDDUSH THIS WEEK IS KINDLY SPONSORED:
In Honor of the Bris Milah of Baby Boy Mamane

  
The Community is invited to the Sholom Zachor 

on Friday Night at 9:00 pm 
at the Duchman Residence

9551 East Broadview Drive, Bay Harbor Islands, FL 
 

The Bris Milah will take place at The Shul after the 9:00 am 
Main Minyan and will be followed by Kiddush 

kiddush

THE HASHKAMA KIDDUSH IS KINDLY SPONSORED BY:
Our apologies for the omission of great-grandparents Mr. & Mrs. Monroe & Judy Milstein for the 
Hashkama Kiddush sponsorship of last week by the Milstein Family in honor of the birth of baby 

girl Arielle Leah.

THE SHABBOS MEVARCHIM FARBRENGEN IS SPONSORED BY
Mr. & Mrs. Levi & Rosie Drimmer

and
Mr. & Mrs. Tzemach & Devory Rosenfeld 



7

Earn your Bachelor’s Degree in Hebrew Letters
VISIT WWW.CYSCOLLEGE.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION

DAILY STUDY
Also streamed on Zoom:

https://zoom.us/j/6457054016 Password: 699576
unless another link is indicated in the schedule.

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

7:30 am - 8:15 am
CHASSIDUS

Treatise of the Lubavitcher 
Rebbe

Followed by
CHITAS SYNOPSIS

Chumash, Tanya, 
Rambam’s

book of Mitzvos
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar

(Men & Women)
PHL-101 / PHL-301 / PHL-

501/PHL-320

7:30 am - 8:15 am
CHASSIDUS

Treatise of the Lubavitcher 
Rebbe

Followed by
CHITAS SYNOPSIS

Chumash, Tanya, 
Rambam’s

book of Mitzvos
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar

(Men & Women)
PHL-101 / PHL-301 / PHL-

501/PHL-320

7:30 am - 8:15 am
CHASSIDUS

Treatise of the Lubavitcher 
Rebbe

Followed by
CHITAS SYNOPSIS

Chumash, Tanya, 
Rambam’s

book of Mitzvos
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar

(Men & Women)
PHL-101 / PHL-301 / PHL-

501/PHL-320

7:30 am - 8:15 am
CHASSIDUS

Treatise of the Lubavitcher 
Rebbe

Followed by
CHITAS SYNOPSIS

Chumash, Tanya, 
Rambam’s

book of Mitzvos
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar

(Men & Women)
PHL-101 / PHL-301 / PHL-

501/PHL-320

7:30 am - 8:15 am
CHASSIDUS

Treatise of the Lubavitcher 
Rebbe

Followed by
CHITAS SYNOPSIS

Chumash, Tanya, 
Rambam’s

book of Mitzvos
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar

(Men & Women)
PHL-101 / PHL-301 / PHL-

501/PHL-320

7:40 am - 8:40 am
DAF YOMI

Rabbi Dov Schochet
(Men Only)

TXT-220 / TXT-601
Zoom: Meeting 9339617239

Passcode: 8CnDsu

7:40 am - 8:40 am
DAF YOMI

Rabbi Dov Schochet
(Men Only)

TXT-220 / TXT-601
Zoom: Meeting 9339617239

Passcode: 8CnDsu

7:40 am - 8:40 am
DAF YOMI

Rabbi Dov Schochet
(Men Only)

TXT-220 / TXT-601
Zoom: Meeting 9339617239

Passcode: 8CnDsu

7:40 am - 8:40 am
DAF YOMI

Rabbi Dov Schochet
(Men Only)

TXT-220 / TXT-601
Zoom: Meeting 9339617239

Passcode: 8CnDsu

7:40 am - 8:40 am
DAF YOMI

Rabbi Dov Schochet
(Men Only)

TXT-220 / TXT-601
Zoom: Meeting 9339617239

Passcode: 8CnDsu

10:15am - 11:00am
THE 13 PRINCIPLES OF 

FAITH
Rabbi Sholom Lipskar

(Men & Women)
TXT-112 / TXT-113 / TXT-

501

9:55 am - 10:55 am
TANYA IN SPANISH
Mrs. Vivian Perez

(Women Only)
883-2349-2843 Passcode: 

1111

9:35 am - 10:00 am
MEGILLOT

Mishlei - Book of 
Proverbs

Rabbi Dov Schochet
(Men & Women) TXT-121

9:55 am - 10:55 am
TANYA IN SPANISH
Mrs. Vivian Perez

(Women Only)
PHL-320/PHL-501

854-8616-2783 Passcode: 
111111

11:00 am - 12:00 pm
HEBREW FOR 
BEGINNERS

Mrs. Sari Weinberg
(Men & Women)

HBR 101

11:00 am - 12:00 pm
IN DEPTH ANALYSIS OF
A MITZVAH BASED ON 

THE
WEEKLY 

TORAH PORTION
Rabbi Shea Rubinstein 

(Men & Women)
TXT-201 / TXT-211 / TXT-

601

10:10 am - 11:30 am
PARSHA OF THE WEEK
Rebbetzin Chani Lipskar

(Men & Women)
TXT-112 / TXT-113 / TXT-

501

10:55 am - 11:10 am
SHAAR HABITACHON

IN ENGLISH
Mrs. Vivian Perez

(Women Only)
PHL-320/PHL-501

https://zoom.us/j/854 8616 
2783

password 540360

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm
KASHRUS 1

Mrs. Sari Weinberg
(Men & Women)

LAW-101

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm
PIRKEI AVOT

Rabbi Dov Schochet
(Men & Women) ETH-101

11:30 am - 12:15 pm
TANYA

Rabbi Sholom Lipskar
(Men & Women) PHL-320 / 

PHL-50

11:15 am - 12:00 pm
PARSHA OF THE WEEK
Rabbi Shea Rubinstein

(Men & Women)
TXT-112 / TXT-113 / TXT-

501

1:10 pm - 1:55 pm
EARLY ROMAN

HISTORY & THE JEWS
Reb Mendel Korf

(Men & Women) HIST 
102/502

1:00 pm - 2:00 pm
HEBREW READING

ADVANCED
Mrs. Sari Weinberg

(Men & Women)
HBR-101

12:30 pm - 1:30 pm
SHAAR HABITACHON

IN SPANISH
Mrs. Vivian Perez

(Women Only) PHL-320/
PHL-501

883-2349-2843 Passcode: 
1111

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm
SENIOR TORAH 

ACADEMY
Rabbi Dov Schochet
BOOK OF JUDGES

(Men & Women)
TXT-120

2:00 pm - 2:45 pm
THE BOOK OF DANIEL

Rabbi Dov Schochet
(Men & Women)

TXT-120

1:00 pm - 2:00 pm
HEBREW READING

INTERMEDIATE
Mrs. Sari Weinberg

(Men & Women) HBR-101

8:45 pm - 9:45 pm
PARSHA IN SPANISH

Rabbi Shea Rubinstein
(Men & Women)

TXT-112 / TXT-113 / TXT-50

CANCELLED 

THIS WEEEK

CANCELLED 

THIS WEEEK
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THE SOLOMON LEADERSHIP PROGRAM

WE SINCERELY THANK THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS AND SUPPORTERS OF THE SHUL FOR DONATIONS 
RECEIVED BETWEEN 02/25 AND 03/03. WE APOLOGIZE IN ADVANCE FOR ANY ERRORS OR OMISSIONS.

nachas at a glance
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CUSTOMS FOR THE MONTH OF NISSAN | Rabbi Dov Schochet

In Temple times, the sages 
instituted that the orators 
should begin to expound about 
the holidays 30 days before the 

holiday began. Thus, they would 
begin discussing the holiday of 
Pesach directly following Purim. 
The reason for this is because all 
the Jews had to make a pilgrimage 
for the three festivals, during which 
they would be obligated to bring 
sacrifices. In order to prepare them 
for this obligation, and to have the 
necessary animals, they would start 
speaking 30 days before the holiday. 

Although the original intent is 
no longer relevant, the custom 
continued to be observed and the 
sages would use this pre-festival 
period to teach their students the 
various laws of each holiday. This 
was important to ensure they would 
have the requisite knowledge to 
celebrate properly when the holiday 
arrived. They would also utilize 
the Shabbat before the holiday 
to give a crash course to the 
entire community about the basic 
Halachot of the upcoming festival. 
The primary purpose of these 
lessons was to learn the laws and 
not to have esoteric talks about the 
nature and purpose of the holiday. 
Today, when all of the laws are 
available in Sefarim (books), there 
is no longer a requirement to 
teach them publicly, rather every 
individual is obligated to learn 
them on their own. Every person is 
expected to become proficient in the 
laws by the time the holiday arrives. 

Aside from the above, Moses 
instituted that during each 
festival the story of the holiday be 
taught to the community. So on 
Pesach, the rabbi must expound 
on the story of the Exodus, on 
Shavuot the story of revelation 
and on Sukkot the protection 
Hashem afforded us in the desert. 
During the month of Nissan, there 
is a custom not to say Tachnun. 
As we have the festival of Pesach 
and the first 12 days of the month 
were holidays when the princes 
brought the inaugural offerings, 
it is considered to be a month of 
celebration. Included in this is a 
custom to not offer eulogies or 
prayers for the deceased, except 
if it is for a noted scholar and they 
were not yet buried. There are those 
that have a custom not to visit a 
cemetery during this month, others 
allow it. Every community follows its 
custom, yet regardless, one should 
not go if they feel it will lead to 
excessive crying and mourning, as 
that is not appropriate for this month. 

There is also a custom not to have 
a fast day during this month. Even 
those that have a custom to fast 
on a Yartzeit (the anniversary of 
a parent’s passing), do not do so 
if it is during the month of Nissan. 
The exceptions are that firstborns 
fast on Erev Pesach (unless they 
join a meal of a Mitzvah) and a 
bride and groom on their wedding 
day may fast as well. This is even 
if the wedding will be on Rosh 
Chodesh Nissan, as it is the day 
of the passing of Aaron’s two sons, 
one can fast on this Rosh Chodesh. 

There is a long-standing Jewish 
tradition for each community to 
provide “the flour of Pesach”, 
that is special guarded flour for 
the poor to use to make Matzah. 
Who was obligated to contribute 
to this fund, and who was able to 
take from it, depended on various 

factors. Was the person living 
in the city for a year, 30 days? 
When they came, did they intend 
to settle or move on? Regardless, 
today the custom is for all to give 
according to their ability and to 
help the needy of the community. 
Furthermore, it is not sufficient to 
provide the poor with the Matzah 
they need, rather it is incumbent to 
provide all of their holiday needs. 
If we are willing to spend on a 
holiday, ostensibly to strengthen 
our relationship with Hashem, we 
cannot forget the needy among us. 

We have a custom starting from 
Rosh Chodesh Nissan to recite 
the daily “Nasi” prince. The Torah 
relates in detail the prince who 
offered the inaugural offerings from 
the first day of Nissan until the 12th. 
We recite each prince along with 
their offering every day, followed 
by a short prayer. On the 13th day 
of Nissan we recite the paragraph 
corresponding to the Menorah, 
which relates to the tribe of Levi. 

Unless there is great need, we 
refrain from condemning or placing 
any bans during this month. 

From the day before Pesach 
until the last day of Pesach, we 
do not say the Mizmor L’Todah 
psalm as this offering contained 
Chametz and Chametz is 
forbidden during these times. 

Those that are going to sell their 
Chametz through a rabbi should 
prepare the necessary documents 
ahead of time. Waiting to the 
last minute can lead to forgetting 
and serious Halachic questions. 

As we prepare ourselves during 
this holy month of Nissan, 
a month of miracles, may 
Hashem provide the ultimate 
Nes, the  coming of Moshiach.

halacha of the week
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The Shul Family Wishes You a Huge Mazal Tov On Your Celebrations!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO OUR KINDERLACH

We apologize for any errors or omissions. 
If your family has been blessed with joyous news, please email your announcement to 

joelle@theshul.org so that we can share it with our Shul community.

25 Adar  Mr. Ran Benhamu
25 Adar Mr. Joseph Eliyahu Coif fman
25 Adar Ms. Sharon Edderai
25 Adar  Ms. Sof ia Gotlieb Cohen
25 Adar Dr. Hagai Gringar ten
25 Adar Mrs. Jenny Klainbaum
26 Adar  Ms. Nicole Elizabeth Baumel
26 Adar  Mr. Chaim Berkowitz
26 Adar Mr. Yehuda Tzvi Gassner
26 Adar Mr. Joshua Jacob Gilinski
26 Adar Mr. Lowell Robinson
26 Adar Mr. Eric Rosenstock
26 Adar  Mr. David Shear
26 Adar Mr. Abe Mark Sher
26 Adar Dr. Rita Steiner
26 Adar Mr. Ira Sussman
27 Adar Mr. Daniel Benoliel
27 Adar  Mr. Ari Capland
27 Adar Ms. Noa Dror
27 Adar  Mr. Mark Dunec
27 Adar Ms. Esther Ehrenfeld
27 Adar  Ms. Batsheva Hazan
27 Adar Mr. Shlomo Kamhazi
27 Adar Mr. Jack Osman
27 Adar Mr. Menachem Mendel Rubinstein
27 Adar Ms. Nicole Esther Segal
27 Adar  Mrs. Janet Spitz
27 Adar Mr. Jack Taplin

27 Adar Mrs. Pnina Wuensch
28 Adar Mr. Kevin Asseraf
28 Adar Ms. Sof ia Biton
28 Adar Mr. Daniel Chocron
28 Adar Ms. Hanna Colonomos
28 Adar Ms. Mia Gottesman
28 Adar  Mr. Aviv Kordich
28 Adar  Mr. Danielle Blake Warner
28 Adar Ms. Sybil R. Weinstein
28 Adar Mr. Jef fery Weiss
29 Adar Mr. Daniel Benoliel
29 Adar Mr. Mario Egozi
29 Adar  Mrs. Rivka Krinsky
29 Adar Mrs. Batya Lipskar
29 Adar Mrs. Janice Lipton
29 Adar  Dr. David Menche
29 Adar Mrs. Dana Werner
30 Adar Mr. Eli Bouhnik
30 Adar Mrs. Esther Mir iam Roth
1 Nissan Mrs. Luisa Behar
1 Nissan Mrs. Evelyn Belecen
1 Nissan Mr. Danny Benoliel
1 Nissan Mrs. Helene Gassner
1 Nissan Mr. Israel Kopel
1 Nissan Mr. Israel Zvi Hirsh Kopel
1 Nissan Mr. David Miller
1 Nissan Mr. Levi Yitzchok Rosenblum
1 Nissan Mr. Mark Rosengar ten

25 Adar Jacob Feldman
26 Adar  Joseph Ben-Chetr i t
26 Adar Chloe Oved
26 Adar Tzvi Hirsh Schochet
26 Adar  Shylee Yehudis Spiro
26 Adar  Ar ie l la Nessa Wachtel
27 Adar Chaya Benichou
27 Adar Zavel Edelkopf
28 Adar El isha Mendelsohn
28 Adar Yehuda Mendelsohn
28 Adar  Natan Simcha Popack

 28 Adar     Leah Goldie Salzberg
 28 Adar    Ar i  Wolf f
 29 Adar    Esther Mir iam Segal l
 1 Nissan    David Cohen Assis
 1 Nissan    Gabriel Jacobson
 1 Nissan    Esther Laoui
 1 Nissan    Avigayi l  Pol lak
 1 Nissan    Michal Pol lak
 1 Nissan    Jacob Swisa
 1 Nissan    Liel Alania Yaacov

Mr. & Mrs. Maurice & Ir is Egozi

Mr. & Mrs. Joshua & Ali Ti l ton

Mr. & Mrs. Aaron & Tamar At t ias

   Mr. & Mrs. Joe & Heather Listhaus

   Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Haim & Renee Valer ie Borochof f

   Mr. & Mrs. Mendy & Sara Kurant

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

Community Happenings
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REFUAH SHELEIMA: The Shul Family Sends You Strength & Healing

YAHRZEITS: May the Neshama of Your Loved Ones Have an Immediate Aliyah

If your family has G-d forbid experienced a loss, please send an email to 
joelle@theshul.org so that we can inform our Shul Community.

Shalom ben Aisha
Meir Simcha ben Rivka Dina
Shimon Meir ben Esther
Michoel ben Rivka
Liam Mimoun ben Esther Ilanit
Avraham Dov ben Leah

Naftali Gad ben Yehudis
Chaim Shmuel ben Leah Yocheved
Aharon ben Sofia
Avrohom ben Feigy
Sholom Dovber ben Rochel Bayla
Shmuel ben Rivka

Mordechai Yitzhak ben Devorah
Yehonatan HaLevi ben Malka
Eliezer ben Sarah
Yehudah Leib HaKohen ben Perl
Aryeh Dovid Ben Yehudit Shira

27 Adar Mrs. Pnina Wuensch
28 Adar Mr. Kevin Asseraf
28 Adar Ms. Sof ia Biton
28 Adar Mr. Daniel Chocron
28 Adar Ms. Hanna Colonomos
28 Adar Ms. Mia Gottesman
28 Adar  Mr. Aviv Kordich
28 Adar  Mr. Danielle Blake Warner
28 Adar Ms. Sybil R. Weinstein
28 Adar Mr. Jef fery Weiss
29 Adar Mr. Daniel Benoliel
29 Adar Mr. Mario Egozi
29 Adar  Mrs. Rivka Krinsky
29 Adar Mrs. Batya Lipskar
29 Adar Mrs. Janice Lipton
29 Adar  Dr. David Menche
29 Adar Mrs. Dana Werner
30 Adar Mr. Eli Bouhnik
30 Adar Mrs. Esther Mir iam Roth
1 Nissan Mrs. Luisa Behar
1 Nissan Mrs. Evelyn Belecen
1 Nissan Mr. Danny Benoliel
1 Nissan Mrs. Helene Gassner
1 Nissan Mr. Israel Kopel
1 Nissan Mr. Israel Zvi Hirsh Kopel
1 Nissan Mr. David Miller
1 Nissan Mr. Levi Yitzchok Rosenblum
1 Nissan Mr. Mark Rosengar ten

In order to keep the Refuah list current, please contact The Shul with any health updates.

MEN

WOMEN
Leah Goldie bas Shlomit
Sarah bas Shlomit
Chana bas Leah
Chana bas Bertha Chaia
Minka bas Elisheva
Margaret Magi bas Esther
Yehudis Sarah bas Esther
Rachel Leah bas Miriam

Aharon ben Sofia
Aviva bas Rivka
Nurit Rivkah bas Tzipora Feigeh 
Branah
Yehudis bas Esther Sarah
Fayga Etta bas Gita Henia
Sarah Libke bas Baila
Leah bas Alta Miriam Chaya

Shima Leah bas Gittel
Chana Bayla bas Masha
Chana bas Rivka Dina
Rachel Tzinivia bas Machel Leah

25 Adar 

25 Adar 

25 Adar

25 Adar

26 Adar

26 Adar

27 Adar

27 Adar

27 Adar 

27 Adar 

27 Adar

28 Adar

28 Adar

28 Adar 

28 Adar 

28 Adar 

28 Adar 

29 Adar 

29 Adar 

1 Nissan 

1 Nissan

Dovid Freier, obm

Chaim Yitzchak ben Yechiel Moshe, obm

Reb Elchonon ben R.Shmuel M. Mendel, obm

Nuchim ben Tzvi,  obm

Fruma bas Tevel, obm

Yisroel Yaakov ben Shlomo, obm

Etta bas Shaul, obm

Leah bas Esther, obm

Miriam bas Natan, obm

Yisroel El imelech ben R'Aryeh Leib, obm

Yosef ben Chaim HaCohen, obm

Dovber Zisman, obm

Freda Rivi,  obm

Leibel ben Shmuel, obm

Moshe ben Zalman Mendel, obm

Shemtov ben Meir Avner HaLevi, obm

Bassha bas Dina, obm

Fruma Charna bas Mechoel, obm

Mordechai Yaakov ben Avraham Chaim, obm

Chana bas Yosef, obm

Tzvi ben Moshe, obm

Father of Ms. Judie Weinbach

Father of Mr. Durrel Handwerger

Father of Mr. Mayer Rivkin

Father of Mr. Nelson Berman

Mother of Mrs. Ofi Osin- Cohen

Father of Mrs. Yonit Duchman

Mother of Mr. Richard Moore

Grandmother of Ms. Lydia Hasson

Mother of Mr. Jorge Pack

Father of Mr. Aryeh Rubin

Father of Mrs. Nily Falic

Husband of Mrs. Judith Zisman

Mother of Dr. Reuven Freedman

Uncle of Mr. Alan Lipton

Brother of Mr. Jack Taplin

Brother of Mrs. Devorah Leah New

Grandmother of Mrs. Leslie Baum

Mother of Mr. Sidney (Shaya) Gordon

Husband of Mrs. Sarah Libke Caplin

Mother of Mr. Lawrence Jaffe

Father of Mr. Morris Tuchman

Community happenings
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The events that I am about 
to relate took place in 1958, 
when I was just twenty-four 
years old. I was enrolled 

in rabbinic studies at Yeshiva 
University, whose Rosh Yeshivah, 
Rav Joseph Ber Soloveitchik 
strongly encouraged his students 
to serve in the armed forces. He 
felt that the United States had been 
very good to the Jewish people, 
and that we had an obligation to do 
our part in serving the country. He 
instituted a policy that five students 
in every rabbinic class of Yeshiva 
University were obliged to volunteer 
as chaplains in the US armed forces. 
These five were selected through a 
lottery system, and I happened to be 
one of them. I passed the physical 
and was informed that a chaplain 
was needed in the US Air Force, 
so this is where I prepared to go.

However, my father objected. He felt, 
as did many Torah observant people 
back then, that the armed forces 
– with their secular environment – 
were not a place for religious boys.

With Rav Soloveitchik telling me to 
do one thing and my father telling me 
to do another, I was stuck. But, as 
we read in the Talmud, “two verses 
contradict each other, until a third 
verse comes to resolve the dispute.”

I decided that the “third verse,” 
should come from the Lubavitcher 
Rebbe. Why did I choose the Rebbe? 
For three reasons: First, I had heard 
stories about him, that he could 
solve difficult problems and how 
even non-religious people would go 
to him for advice. Second, he had 
a reputation as a worldly man, one 
who understood the secular world 
and could relate to it. And third, 
he was someone who was held in 
high regard by my father, himself 
a Torah scholar and astute lawyer 
who advised other chasidic leaders.

When I made an appointment to see 
the Rebbe, I decided to bring along 
my future wife. I had recently become 
engaged and, since the resolution of 
this issue would also affect her life, I 
felt she should come along; indeed, 
she very much wanted to come. When 
we arrived at Chabad Headquarters 

at 1 a.m., we were amazed how 
many people of every stripe were 
there waiting to see the Rebbe. He 
was a young man then; he had only 
been the Rebbe for about seven 
years, but already he had earned 
a reputation as a very wise man.

After some time, we were admitted 
into the Rebbe’s office. Speaking half 
English, half Yiddish, I explained the 
situation and asked for his advice in 
how to reconcile this difficult situation. 
I told the Rebbe that I had a lot of 
respect for Rav Soloveitchik and, 
obviously, I had a lot of respect for 
my father, so I didn’t know what to do.

“If you were a pilot of a plane,” he 
replied, “you would be responsible 
not only for yourself, but for all the 
passengers in that plane. If you 
felt that you could land that plane 
safely, then you would have an 
obligation to sit in the pilot seat. 
But if not, then you would have no 
right to sit in that seat. In your case, 
if you feel that you can help the 
Jewish people in the US Air Force, 
then that’s what you should do.”

Notice the depth of the Rebbe’s 
message. Using this metaphor, which 
was so appropriate to the situation, 
he left the decision in my hands. He 
didn’t tell me to enlist or not to enlist. 
He told me that I needed to examine 
myself. Did I have what it takes to 
be a chaplain in the armed forces? If 
so, then I had an obligation to serve 
the Jews who needed me there.

I reported to my father what the 
Rebbe had said, and he responded, 
“Since the Rebbe agrees that 
you should go in, I also agree.” 
And so, once I received my 
rabbinic ordination, I enlisted.

I was stationed at a large base for 
B-52 bombers in Limestone, Maine, 
where ten thousand people worked, 
of whom only about seventy‑five 
were Jewish, but many of them held 
positions of importance as officers 
and navigators. I served there as a 
chaplain for two years. When I left, I 
got a job as a rabbi not too far away 
from the base, in Bangor, Maine, and 
I remained there for thirty-nine years.
Because I lived only about three 

hours away, I was asked to come 
back to the base once a month and 
continue to serve as chaplain. I do 
believe that, because I was able to 
do this, at least one Jewish officer, 
a doctor, became Torah-observant 
when he finished his tour of duty. He 
settled his family in my community in 
Bangor, where I also established a 
Jewish day school which his children 
attended. They were among many 
children of non-observant parents 
who came to my school and, as a 
result, became religious. I have kept 
in touch with some of those children, 
who are observant to this day, and 
they have raised wonderful families.

So I have to say that if it wasn’t for 
the Rebbe, I wouldn’t have served in 
the US Air Force, and I wouldn’t have 
become a rabbi in Bangor because 
I would never have even arrived in 
Maine. And I wouldn’t have had the 
impact that I ended up having on the 
Jewish officers and their families.

Of course, I also credit Rav 
Soloveitchik who urged his students 
to serve. But, in my particular case, 
it was the Rebbe who reconciled 
the difference of opinion between 
the Rav and my father, and that 
made all the difference in my life.

(Rabbi Henry (Chaim Yona) Isaacs 
served the Jewish community of 
Bangor, Maine, for close to forty 
years before retiring to Israel. He 
was interviewed in September, 2017.)

CAN YOU LAND THIS PLANE? | Rabbi Henry Isaacs

B52 Stratofortress landing in Maine 
- Source:307 Bomb Wing - Loring 
Limestone AFB

My encounter with the rebbe
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Some 300 years ago, 
there lived an affluent 
man named Avigdor. He 
once brought a large 

sum of money to Rabbi Israel 
Baal Shem Tov, the founder of 
the chassidic movement, to be 
distributed to the poor on his behalf.

Accepting the contribution 
graciously, the Baal Shem Tov 
(literally, “Master of a Good Name”) 
inquired if perhaps Avigdor would 
like a blessing in return. After all, 
the Baal Shem Tov was renowned 
not only as a great Torah scholar, 
but also as a righteous individual 
who had the power to give 
blessings. ”No thanks!” replied 
Avigdor arrogantly. “I am very 
wealthy; I own many properties, 
and I have servants, plenty of 
delicacies and everything else 
I want. I have more than I need!”

“You are very fortunate,” replied the 
Baal Shem Tov. “Perhaps you would 
like a blessing for your family?”

“I have a large and healthy 
family of which I am very 
proud; they are a credit to me. 
I don’t need or want anything.

“Well, then perhaps you can help 
me. May I request one thing of you?” 
inquired Rabbi Israel. “Can you 
please deliver a letter to the head 
of the charity committee in Brody?”

“Certainly,” responded Avigdor. 
“I live in Brody and would be 
happy to assist you in this matter.”

The Baal Shem Tov took out a 
pen and paper, wrote a letter, 
sealed it in an envelope and gave 
it to Avigdor. Avigdor took the letter, 
placed it in his jacket pocket and 

returned home. But he had so 
many projects on his mind that by 
the time he arrived in Brody he 
had completely forgotten about the 
entire encounter with Rabbi Israel.

Sixteen years passed, and the 
wheel of fortune suddenly turned. 
All of Avigdor’s assets and 
properties were lost or destroyed. 
Floods ruined his fields of crops; 
fires destroyed his forests. Calamity 
after calamity. He was left penniless.
Creditors took his house and 
everything he owned. He was forced 
to sell even his clothing to feed his 
children. One day, while cleaning 
out the pockets of an old jacket he 
planned to sell, he found a letter—
the letter that he had received from 
the Baal Shem Tov 16 years earlier! 
In a flash, he recalled his visit and 
his haughtiness when he thought 
he had everything. With tears in 
his eyes, he rushed to finally fulfill 
his mission and deliver the letter. 
The envelope was addressed 
to a Mr. Tzaddok, chairman of 
the charity committee of Brody.

He ran into the street and 
encountered one of his friends. 
Grabbing his arm, he said, 
“Where can I find Mr. Tzaddok?”

“Mr. Tzaddok? You mean 
Mr. Tzaddok, the chairman 
of the charity committee?”

“Yes, I must see him 
immediately!” replied Avigdor.

“He is in the synagogue,” said 
Avigdor’s friend. “I was there 
only a few minutes ago. Mr. 
Tzaddok is indeed a lucky man. 
Just this morning he was elected 
chairman of the charity committee.”

“Tell me more about Mr. Tzaddok,” 
insisted Avigdor Willing to oblige, 
Avigdor’s friend continued, “Mr. 
Tzaddok was born and raised here 
in Brody. A tailor by profession, 
he was always down on his luck, 
never able to make a decent living. 
He was hardly able to support his 
family, and they always lived in 
abject poverty. He sat in the back 
of the synagogue, and no one ever 
took notice of him. Despite working 

many hours, he never earned 
much; it was hard for him to scrape 
together enough money for even a 
loaf of bread for his family. ”Recently, 
however, the tide changed. Mr. 
Tzaddok was introduced to a 
local nobleman, and he made 
uniforms for all his servants. The 
nobleman was very satisfied with 
Mr. Tzaddok’s craftsmanship, and 
his business started to pick up. He 
even received an order for 5,000 
uniforms for the army. He became 
a rich man and gained respect in 
the eyes of the community. He 
did not forget his former poverty, 
and gave generously to many, 
taking an active role in communal 
affairs. Just this morning, he was 
unanimously elected chairman 
of the charity committee.”

Hearing this story, Avigdor 
hurried to the synagogue and 
found Mr. Tzaddok busy perusing 
the many requests for financial 
assistance. He handed Mr. 
Tzaddok the letter. Together they 
read the words of the Baal Shem 
Tov, penned 16 years earlier:

Dear Mr. Tzaddok,

The man who brought this letter 
is named Avigdor. He was once 
very wealthy, but is now very poor. 
He has paid for his haughtiness. 
Since just this morning you were 
elected chairman of the charity 
committee, I request that you do 
all you can to assist him, as he has 
a large family to support. He will 
once again become successful, 
and this time he will be more suited 
to success. In case you doubt my 
words, I give you the following sign: 
Your wife is expecting a baby, and 
today she will give birth to a boy.

They had hardly concluded reading 
the letter when someone burst into 
the synagogue and exclaimed, 
“Mazel tov, Mr. Tzaddok! Your 
wife just had a baby boy!”

Thanks to the Baal Shem 
Tov’s foresight, Avigdor once 
again became very affluent. 
This time, he remained humble 
and was admired by all.

“LOST” IN THE MAIL FOR SIXTEEN YEARS | Shaul Wertheimer
Stories with soul
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Though we must exercise 
caution when reading twenty-
first century concerns into 
ancient texts, there seems 

little doubt that much biblical 
legislation is concerned with what we 
would nowadays call ‘sustainability’. 
This is particularly true of the three 
great commands ordaining periodic 
rest: the Shabbat, the sabbatical 
year and the jubilee year. On the 
Shabbat all agricultural work is 
forbidden, ‘so that your ox and your 
donkey may rest’ (Shemot 23:12). 
It is a day that sets a limit to our 
intervention in nature and the pursuit 
of economic activity. We become 
conscious of being creations, not 
creators. The earth is not ours but 
God’s. For six days it is handed over 
to us, but on the seventh  day we 
symbolically abdicate that power. 
We may perform no ‘work’, which 
is to say, an act that alters the state 
of something for human purposes. 
Shabbat is a weekly reminder 
of the integrity of nature and the 
boundaries of human striving.

What the Shabbat does for human 
beings and animals, the sabbatical 
and jubilee years do for the land. 
The earth too is entitled to its 
periodic rest. The Bible warns that 
if the Israelites do not respect this, 
they will suffer exile: ‘Then shall the 
land make up for its sabbatical years 
throughout the time that it is desolate 
and you are in the land of your 
enemies; then shall the land rest 
and make up for its sabbath years’ 
(Vayikra 26:34). Behind this are two 
concerns. One is environmental. As 
Maimonides points out, land which is 
over-exploited is eventually eroded 
and loses its fertility. The Israelites 
were therefore commanded to 
conserve the soil by giving it periodic 
fallow years and not pursue short-
term gain at the cost of long-term 
desolation. The second, no less 
significant, is theological: ‘The land’, 
says God, ‘is Mine; you are but 
strangers resident with Me’ (Vayikra 
25:23). We are guests on earth.

Another group of commandments 
is directed against interference 
with nature. The Bible forbids 
crossbreeding livestock, planting a 
field with mixed seeds, and wearing 

a garment of mixed wool and linen. It 
calls these rules chukim or ‘statutes’. 
The thirteenth century scholar 
Nahmanides understood this term to 
mean laws which respect the integrity 
of nature. To mix different species, he 
argued, was to presume to be able to 
improve on the order of creation, and 
thus an affront to the Creator. Each 
species has its own internal laws of 
development and reproduction, and 
these must not be tampered with: 
‘One who combines two different 
species thereby changes and defies 
the work of creation, as if he believes 
that the Holy One, blessed be He, 
has not completely perfected the 
world and he now wishes to improve 
it by adding new kinds of creatures.’

Species should not 
be tampered with nor 
exploited to extinction. 
Neither the land nor 
animals should be 
worked to exhaustion.

Devarim also contains a law which 
forbids taking a young bird together 
with its mother. Nahmanides sees 
this as having the same underlying 
concern, namely of protecting 
species. Though the Bible permits 
us to use some animals for food, we 
must not cull them to extinction. The 
rich texture of biblical law is woven 
out of a fine balance between our 
mandate to use nature for human 
benefit and our duty to conserve it. 
Species should not be tampered 
with nor exploited to extinction. 
Neither the land nor animals should 
be worked to exhaustion. Above all, 
in its periodic sabbaticals of rest, 
biblical society enacted regular 
reminders of an ideal – once realised 
in Eden, to be recaptured at the 
messianic end of days – of man in 
harmony with nature ‘not hurting or 
destroying in all My holy mountain’. 

We are not there yet, but we must 
not lose sight of it. That is Judaism’s 
way of treating the inevitable conflict 
between the ideal and the real. 
Jewish law, however, required a 
more precise environmental ethic, 
one that applied to an urban as 

well as rural environment, and 
one that dealt with what we might 
today call a consumer society. The 
Talmud finds the basis for such 
legislation in the biblical laws of war:

When in your war against a city you 
have to besiege it a long time in order 
to capture it, you must not destroy its 
trees, wielding the axe against them. 
You may eat of them, but you must 
not cut them down. Are trees of the 
field human to withdraw before you 
into the besieged city? Only trees 
that you know do not yield food may 
be destroyed…. (Devarim 20:19-20).

In context, this is prohibition against 
a ‘scorched earth’ policy in war. 
However, the rabbis understood it 
not as a limited provision but as an 
example of a more general imperative. 
They extended it to peace as well 
as war, to indirect as well as direct 
destruction, and to other objects as 
well as trees. It became the basis 
of a universal rule against pointless 
destruction (bal taschit). In Jewish 
law one may not needlessly waste 
anything of potential human benefit.

Beyond conservation, the Rabbis 
extended the Torah’s rule that 
waste should be disposed of 
far from human habitation. 

They banned garbage disposal 
that interfered with crops or 
amenities, pollution of the water 
supply and activities that would 
foul the air or create intolerable 
noise in residential areas. 

The biblical provision for open space 
around the Levitical cities is one of the 
earliest examples of town planning.

ANCIENT BIBLICAL ENVIRONMENTAL LEGISLATION |R. Lord Jonathan Sacks, 
OBM

judaism and society
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Hace algunos años las 
Naciones Unidas real-
izaron la Conferencia 
Internacional de Desar-

rollo Sostenido, en Johannes-
burgo. La Conferencia fue un 
gran éxito. Uno se pregunta, 
sin embargo, si todas las mara-
villosas decisiones y resolu-
ciones que fueron adoptadas 
fueron implementadas alguna 
vez. En otras palabras, ¿fuer-
on ellas mismas sostenibles?

Regularmente se sugieren bue-
nas ideas y proyectos adecua-
dos. La pregunta es, ¿salen de 
la mesa de diseño? Y si lo ha-
cen, ¿cuánto duran? ¿Qué gra-
do de permanencia disfrutan?

Moisés reunió la asamblea de 
los Hijos de Israel —estas son 
las palabras de apertura de la 
Parashá Vaiakhel. Rashi nos 
dice que ese día de asamblea 
fue el día después de Iom Kipur. 
Moisés descendió del Monte 
Sinaí en Iom Kipur trayendo el 
mensaje del perdón de Di-s por 
el pecado del Becerro de Oro. Al 
día siguiente reunió al pueblo y 
les ordenó construir el Santuario.

¿Por qué es importante saber que 
fue el día después de Iom Kipur?

Quizás porque mientras en Iom 
Kipur todos son santos, el de-
safío es ser santo después de 
Iom Kipur. Es relativamente 
fácil ser santo en el día más 
santo del año. La prueba de fe 
es mantener nuestro buen com-
portamiento en los días y sema-
nas que siguen a la imponente 
y sagrada experiencia. ¿Se-
guiremos inspirados o nuestro 
entusiasmo se desvanecerá 
inmediatamente después de 

Neilá? ¿Cuántas sinagogas 
están llenas al máximo en Iom 
Kipur y luchan por un min-
ian a la mañana siguiente?
Un hijo dice kadish por su pa-
dre o madre fielmente —du-
rante la semana de Shiva. ¿Y 
luego? O quizás viene regular-
mente a la sinagoga y recita el 
kadish los 11 meses comple-
tos. Y al día siguiente se fue.

Y no sólo se trata de la sina-
goga, es también la vida. 
¿Qué ocurre después de la 
luna de miel? ¿O el primer 
aniversario? ¿Tenemos la re-
sponsabilidad y la perdurabili-
dad para seguir a largo plazo?

Mucha gente se siente inspi-
rada en un momento u otro. A 
lo largo de los años he visto 
cientos de hombres y mujeres 
pasar por una fase de dedicada 
vida judía sólo para verlos caer 
en sus viejos hábitos y formas 
de vida. Y no se debe a que 
su compromiso decae, sino 
porque ellos no implementan 
un programa sostenido para 
que ese compromiso prospere.

Tomen el Shabat. Una persona 
experimenta el real sentido del 
Shabat por primera vez en su 
vida. Luego una y otra vez, hasta 
que deciden que realmente qui-
eren esto para ellos. Es tan cal-
mo, tan espiritual y tan especial. 
Así que se comprometen a cui-
dar el Shabat. Comienzan a ir a 
la sinagoga cada sábado. Sólo 
hay un problema. Viven a tres 
kilómetros de la sinagoga que 
los inspiró. Muy bien, no es im-
posible caminar tres kilómetros; 
mucha gente lo hace todos los 
días para mantenerse en forma. 
Así, mientras ellos están en las 

alturas espirituales, funciona, 
pero la realidad es que esto es 
simplemente no sostenible. Si 
no se mudan cerca de su sina-
goga favorita, algo se romperá.

Mucha gente se siente 
inspirada en un momento 
u otro. A lo largo de los 
años he visto cientos de 
hombres y mujeres pasar 
por una fase de dedicada 
vida judía sólo para 
verlos caer en sus viejos 
hábitos y formas de vida.

Recuerdo una pareja que fue 
tan lejos como para comprar 
un departamento cerca de la 
sinagoga y se mudaban cada 
fin de semana. Lo lograron por 
un tiempo, pero aun esto no fue 
sostenible. Se convirtió en un 
molesto shlep tener que mu-
darse cada viernes y volver cada 
sábado por la noche. No duró.

Por lo tanto este es un lla-
mado para no sólo mantener 
el momento de nuestra in-
spiración espiritual sino para 
dar pasos prácticos para hac-
erlo. Para tener éxito a largo 
plazo, debemos tener un plan 
pragmático; un programa re-
alista, factible y alcanzable 
que nos lleve hasta el final. De 
otra manera, Di-s no permita, 
nuestros fervientes sentimien-
tos del momento pueden con-
vertirse en un éxito pasajero.

Que estemos lo suficientemente 
inspirados para asegurarnos 
que nuestra inspiración dure.

EL DIA DESPUES | Yossi Goldman
Latin link



16

Growing up in Iran, 
Anna learned little 
about Judaism. When 
she turned twelve, 

she became obsessed with the 
Holocaust, grew bitter at G-d, 
and decided that He would no 
longer be a part of her life.

Once, Anna was riding her 
bike, fell and inadvertently 
called out, “Oh my G-D” Her 
words made her momentarily 
think about G-d. “If You exist, 
give me a sign. When I turn 
eighteen, show me a rainbow.”

She was only thirteen 
and soon forgot about 
her “deal” with G-d.

On her eighteenth birthday, 
Anna was studying with 
a friend, but she insisted 
on leaving so Anna could 
celebrate. Opening the 
front door, Anna saw 
a magnificent rainbow.

Years passed. Anna’s 
family escaped from Iran. 
She and her husband lived 
in California, where she 
was in the early stages of 
pregnancy with her sixth 
child. At a routine check-up, 
the doctor informed Anna 
that her fetus had a defective 
heart. The baby would need 
surgery and have trouble 
breathing its entire life.

He advised Anna 
to abort. She refused.

Two weeks before her due date, 
Anna asked to redo the tests; the 
results were unchanged. Anna now 
turned to G-d. “You remembered 
me at thirteen and eighteen! 
Please G-d, heal this baby.”

Anna went into labor, fearing the 
worst. The baby was whisked 
off to neonatal care. Anna’s 
doctor reappeared and told her, 

“I have no explanation, but your 
baby is 100 percent healthy!”

Anna shared her story when I lectured 
for a Jewish learning event at her 
home. She pointed to her “baby,” a 
beautiful and healthy pre-teenager.

No matter our differences, 
at our foundation, in 
our bond with G-d, 
we are all equal.
Anna reminds me of the 
powerful Jewish soul. No 
matter the circumstances 
or level of observance, the 
soul restlessly calls out to its 
Maker, pursuing a connection.

This week’s Torah portion, 

Pekudei, opens with the various 
materials donated for the Mishkan, 
the Tabernacle. The donations 
were given freely, according to 
the resources and generosity of 
the individual. The exception was 
silver used for the foundation.

“The silver of the community was 
100 talents and 1,775 shekels 
… half a shekel for each one.

Half a shekel was donated 
for the foundation. “The rich 
shall not give more, and the 
poor shall not give less.”

The Jewish nation is made up 
of individuals differing vastly 
in temperament and abilities, 
social and religious standing, 
talents and intelligences.

Each of us can use our unique 
capabilities and opportunities 
to be a sanctuary for G-d’s 
presence in our world. That 
is why for all other parts 
of the Mishkan, everyone 
donated according to their 
individual means and desire.

But for the foundation, they 
gave equally. No matter 
our differences, at our 
foundation, in our bond 
with G-d, we are all equal.

Moreover, the foundation was 
made from silver. The Hebrew 
word for silver, kesef, also 
means “yearning.” Deep within 
our souls, at the very foundation 

of our being, is an ever-present 
yearning to come closer to G-d.

(Article written and published by 
Chana Weisberg
Shared by Joelle Lallouz - 
Sourced from chabad.org.)

ANNA’S STORY AND THE FOUNDATION OF OUR NATION  

In a woman’s world



17

WOMEN PARTNERING WITH 
THE SHUL

Contribute towards women’s initiatives 
such as The Women’s Shabbos Mevarchim 
Kiddush, the Women’s Shalosh Seudos & 

Special Events. 

 Various levels of Partnership available. 
Receive complimentary SPA packages with 

your contribution.

For more information, please contact Joelle
(305)-868-1411 Ext. 339

joelle@theshul.org

THE SHUL’S WOMEN’S 
MIKVAH

To schedule an appointment, please contact
Mrs. Devorah Failer
(305)-323-2410

ANNA’S STORY AND THE FOUNDATION OF OUR NATION  

In a woman’s world
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The Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem announced 
the passing of Prof. 
Raphael Mechoulam, 

the world pioneer in 
cannabis research. Known 
as the “Father of Cannabis 
Research,” Mechoulam 
died in Israel at age 92.

Professor Mechoulam was the 
first to isolate the psychoactive 
substance in cannabis, THC, 
which affects the brain, 
consciousness, and creativity, 
as well as CBD, the plant’s 
most important substance for 
its known medical benefits. He 
received dozens of awards, 
honors, and decorations 
throughout his life, including 
the Harvey Prize, EMET 
Prize, and Rothschild Prize.

In an article published in the 
journal Annual Reviews, he 
shared, “The endocannabinoid 
system has recently been 
revealed to us. Its involvement 
in a variety of biological 
processes is very broad, 
but the role of most of the 
substances that compose 
it has not yet been studied. 
I want to emphasize 
that in the field 
of the endocannabinoid 
system, as in other fields, 

a collaboration between 

scientists is a wonderful and 
useful thing for discovering 
new biological properties.”

“Working on cannabis was 
challenging and promising 
from a scientific perspective,” 
Mechoulam told the media 
six years ago. “I had support 
from the police, who provided 
the hashish (originating from 
police bans), and from the 
Ministry of Health, which gave 
the approval. The initial work 
was done at the Weizmann 
Institute and continued at the 
Hebrew University in 1966.”

"Working on cannabis 
was challenging and 
promising from a 
scientific perspective,” 
Mechoulam told 
the media six years 
ago. “I had support 
from the police, who 
provided the hashish..."

Prof. Asher Cohen, the 
President of Hebrew University, 
paid tribute to Prof. Mechoulam, 
“Most of the human and 
scientific knowledge about 
cannabis was collected thanks 
to Prof Mechoulam. He paved 
the way for a series of studies 

in the field and called for 
scientific collaboration 
among different researchers. 
He was a sharp-minded, 
groundbreaking, and 
charismatic intellectual. 
This is a sad day for the 
academic community, 
and I extend my heartfelt 
condolences to the family. May 
his memory be a blessing.”
Prof. Mechoulam was born in 
Sofia, Bulgaria, in late 1930. 
after surviving the Holocaust, 
he immigrated to Israel with 
his family in 1949. He began 
his journey at the Hebrew 
University with the completion 
of his second degree in 
biochemistry in 1953. Prof. 
Mechoulam began his 
research in cannabinoids at 
the Weizmann Institute in 1962 
and then joined the Hebrew 
University in 1966, where 
he continued to study the 
compounds found in cannabis. 
He was appointed as a full-
time professor in 1972 and, 
in 1978, was appointed to 
the Lionel Jacobson Chair 
in Medicinal Chemistry.
Between 1979-1982, Prof. 
Mechoulam served as 
the Rector of the Hebrew 
University, and during his 
tenure, the Department 
of Computer Science
was established. In 1999, Prof. 
Mechoulam was appointed as 
the President of the International 
Cannabinoid Research Society, 
a position he held until 2002. 

Additionally, he served as 
the Head of the Natural 
Sciences Division at the 
Israel Academy of Sciences 
and Humanities since 2007.

(Article published in the Israel 
National News website) 

Father of Cannabis Research: Prof. Raphael Mechoulam Dies at 92 
recently in the news
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High-Tech Solutions for an Ancient Burial Tradition | Arutz 7

The desire to be buried 
in the Holy Land is 
a desire shared by 
Jews from every part 

of the world. And while this 
was once considered only 
for the very wealthy, new 
technology has rendered 
burial in Jerusalem more 
affordable than ever before.

The idea for the Hallowed 
Halls of Eternal Life 
(Minharot Olam) on Har 
Hamenuchot was originally 
thought of as an innovative 
solution for a cemetery 
that serves the capital city. 
Since there is no new land 
to allow it to grow, the idea 
was to expand underground.

Located to a depth of 165 
feet, these halls are a marvel 
of modern engineering, fully 
accessible by elevators and 
golf carts, and featuring 
closed-circuit cameras, 
24-hour  security, and  an 
intercom system that allow for 
peace of mind. WiFi and cell 
phone reception are available 
throughout the complex. 
Innovative thermostat 
technology maintains an 
even temperature of 72 
degrees Fahrenheit year-
round, so that funerals and 
memorial services can be 
held without concern for rain, 
heat or inclement weather.

The project, the first of 
its kind in the world, was 
a huge undertaking that 
took six years to complete. 

The architects and 
contractors were in constant 
consultation with rabbis to 
ensure that all would be in 
accordance with Jewish law. 
Indeed, the site adheres 
to the strictest standards 
and has been approved 
by Israel’s Chief Rabbis. 
The result: a tranquil and 
comforting space that honors 
the memory of those who 
have passed. For all the high-
tech, Rabbi Moshe Shimon, 
CEO of the Jerusalem Burial 
Society, stresses that the burial 
halls are actually the revival 
of an ancient tradition. “The 
first burial mentioned in the 

Torah was also underground, 
in the Cave of Machpelah,” 
he says. “It’s like we do today, 
although, obviously, they had 
none of today’s technology 
and conveniences.”
The Hallowed Halls are 
modern and well-lit, and 
adorned by a magnificent 
art installation created by 
world-renowned artist Gabriel 
Yvelle. Crafted painstakingly 
from thousands of pieces 
of metal and colored glass, 
the huge embryonic spheres 
symbolize the circle of life 
and eternal light (ner tamid).

Shimon notes that the 
Hallowed Halls are just one 
option, among many, for burial 
on Har Hamenuchot, where 
there are still plots available in 
different areas, including under 
the open sky. “While all burials 
are conducted according to 
Jewish law, the society is 
extremely sensitive to the 
needs of individual families 
and mourners,” he adds.

(Images are courtesy of  The 
Jerusalem Burial Society)

The desire to be buried in 
the Holy Land is a desire 
shared by Jews from 
every part of the world.

recently in the news
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A growing team 
committed to 
our community.

Real estate agents affiliated with The Corcoran Group are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of The Corcor-
an Group. The Corcoran Group is a licensed real estate broker. Equal Housing Opportunity. ©2023 The Corcoran Group. All Rights Reserved.

Adam Ziefer, P.A.
305.336.2841

Amber Berger
917.658.6430

The Ziefer-Berger Team is growing our presence to continue 

providing the highest caliber of personalized white glove service. 

We pride ourselves on longstanding relationships as your local 

authority in the Miami real estate market. 

Get to know your Ziefer-Berger Team neighbors!
Follow us! zieferbergerteam Zushie Litowski

914.527.7770
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©2023 Coldwell Banker Realty (FLA License No. 2027016). All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Realty fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and 
the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker, the Coldwell Banker Logo, Coldwell Banker Global Luxury, the Coldwell Banker 
Global Luxury logo are registered and unregistered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The property information herein is derived from 
various sources that may include, but not be limited to, government records and the MLS. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted 
and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. 

9499 COLLINS AVE PENTHOUSE-01  
2-STORY DIRECT OCEANSIDE PENTHOUSE | SPIAGGIA OCEAN - SURFSIDE, FL

F E L I S E  E B E R
FELISE@JillsZeder.com
305.978.2448

J I L L E B E R
JILLE@JillsZeder.com

305.915.2556

Real Estate Team in THE NATION 
AS RANKED BY REAL TRENDS IN THE WSJ  

FOR 2 YEARS IN A ROW

1#

To schedule a showing please contact: 

JILLSZEDER.COM

4 BR/4+1BA | 2,838 SF | OPEN LIVING & DINING ROOM | STONE FLOORS THROUGHOUT  
2ND FLOOR OCEANFRONT PRINCIPAL SUITE - A WALK-IN CLOSET WITH BUILT INS, & DIRECT ACCESS TO AN 

EXPANSIVE ROOFTOP TERRACE WITH UNOBSTRUCTED OCEAN & SUNRISE VIEWS  
KITCHEN WITH GRANITE COUNTER TOPS & CENTER ISLAND | ALL HURRICANE IMPACT WINDOWS & DOORS 

ADDITIONAL WRAPAROUND TERRACE WITH UNOBSTRUCTED OCEAN VIEWS & PARTIAL CITY VIEWS

AMAZING LOCATION
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CONTACT JOELLE  

(305) 868-1411 EXT. 339 joelle@theshul.org 
or visit www.theshul.org

And click on Community Resources - Weekly Bulletin - Advertise Here

GET RECOGNIZED - ADVERTISE WITH US
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NUMBERS TO KNOW
CONTACT US AT THE SHUL (305) 868-1411

THE SHUL’S SHLUCHIM
Rabbi Shalom Lipskar  Executive Rabbi, Founder of The Shul      Ext. 311                rabbilipskar@theshul.org
Rebbetzin Chani Lipskar  Rebbetzin, Co-Founder of The Shul,                  305.992.8363       clipskar@gmail.com 
    Sisterhood
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar               Associate Rabbi, Young Professionals,               305.528.8118       zalman@theshul.org
    Singles          Ext. 345
Rebbetzin Chana Lipskar  Director of The Child Enrichement       Ext. 351      director@theshulpreschool.org 
    Center
Rabbi Shaya Farkash  Youth Director, Camp Director       718.964.8130       sfarkash@theshul.org
              Ext. 329
Rebbetzin Deby Farkash              Hebrew School Director        917.624.5153       hebrewschool@theshul.org
Rabbi Shlomi Katan      Facilities Manager        Ext. 319      skatan@theshul.org                
Rebbetzin Aurit Katan              auritk@gmail.com
Rabbi Shea Rubinstein  JLAC (Jewish Latin - American        Ext. 342                rsr@theshul.org
    Connection)
Rebbetzin Dobie Rubinstein Bat Mitzvah Club Director             305.984.8805       dubaray@icloud.com
Rabbi Dov Schochet  CYS College Principal, Halachic       305.790.8294       dschochet@gmail.com
    Authority          Ext. 343
Rebbetzin Kayla Schochet            305.790.8295       kaylaschochet@gmail.com
Chazan Yedidia Jaiat  Sephardic Chazan        786.483.5016

THE SHUL’S ADMINISTRATION
Mr. Justin Garcia   Controller         Ext. 318      justin@theshul.org
Ms. Lydia Hasson   Rabbi Lipskar’s Executive Assistant       Ext. 311      lydia@theshul.org
    CYS College Administrator
Mrs. Geri Kelly   Accounting         Ext. 341      geri@theshul.org
Ms. Milena Liascovitz  Office Manager, Events        Ext. 328      milena@theshul.org
    Rabbi Zalman Lipskar’s Assistant
Ms. Joelle Lallouz   Special Projects, Membership       Ext. 339      joelle@theshul.org
Mrs. Mazal Berdugo  Administration, Accounting Assistant      Ext. 0       mazal@theshul.org
Mr. Jason Albano   Chief of Security         Ext. 303      jason@theshul.org
Mr. Andrew Roth   Gabbai          305.868.4042
Mr. Lazer Milstein   Hashkama Minyan        305.349.3040
Mrs. Devorah Failer  Women’s Mikvah         305.323.2410      dorothyfailer@icloud.com
Mr. Yonathan Berdugo  Editor in Chief               admin@antelopenetworkcorp.com
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