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spiritual connection and development? It is abundantly clear and 
uniformly accepted that from a historical, social anthropological and 
political perspective the Jewish People should have faded into the 
pages of yesteryear’s history long ago. It is only by Divine Providence 
to maintaining the commitment to the covenantal oath that G-d 
made with our Patriarchs that our continued existence is eternally 
guaranteed. A beyond rational / natural relationship and reality. 
It was only through Mordechai inspiring every Jew including those 
Jews who were very distant from Jewish living to make an “over the 
top” commitment to G-d and His Torah and Mitzvos that we reached 
into a Spiritual Source that was more powerful than any natural 
adversary. Our children broke through to Almighty G-d through 
crying and supplicating, and the adults through committing to live a 
Torah / G-dly life.
Haman, who also realized the power inherent in the Jew’s relationship 
to the Creator that was beyond the temporal-spatial natural 
structures, wanted to access that same source to affect a negative 
energy against the Jewish people, and so his plan for a holocaust was 
not made logically but by casting a Pur (lottery) which is beyond the 
world of order and logic.
Our beyond logical commitment to reconnect with Torah and Mitzvot 
easily overpowered Haman’s beyond logical evil decree.
In our time, we are facing a real loss of Jews through assimilation and 
attrition. We are also struggling to maintain a positive world opinion 
about ourselves. Though the UN of 1948 voted for Israel, a vote 
today in 2021 might show different results. To be a natural Nation 
among Nations doesn’t work for the Jewish People. Under those 
circumstances we would be swallowed whole as we have painfully 
experienced and for which we read Parshas Zachor (Remember) 
in shul this past Shabbos and on Purim—to always bring into our 
present memory and never forget the existence and evil of Amalek.
Just the fact that the world hears the diatribe of a demented country 
leader who calls for the destruction (it will never be) of Israel and they 
listen, without being majorly perturbed, is a realistic sign of the world 
attitude.
It is only through our connection to Hashem by learning His Torah 
and fulfilling His directives that we access a power beyond the 
simply natural.  This formidable Power, when activated by creating 
the conduit for its function saved and protected the Jew during Purim 
and will save and protect the Children of Israel today.
The laboratory of History has verified that axiom and Mordechai 
when chronicling Megillat Esther stated it so clearly:
“And these days are recalled and re-experienced, 
in every single generation 
in every single family
in every single country 
in every single city 
and these days of Purim (lotteries) will not be overlooked among 
Yehudim and this recollection shall never cease from their children 
(future generations).” Esther 9:28  

Wishing you a joyous Purim, a good Shabbos, and a great week! 

Rabbi S. Lipskar

Therefore they proclaimed these 
days as “Purim”, named for the “Pur” 
(lottery)... Esther  9:26

And the Yehudim upheld and reaccepted 
… upon themselves, their children, and all 
who would connect with them …Esther 
9:27  
The Holiday of Purim is uniquely related 
to the Jewish experience in Exile and 
thus is the primary model for safely and 
effectively living during exile and the 

preparation for complete redemption and freedom.
Purim’s setting was shortly (70 years approximately) after 
Nebuchadnezzer ordered the destruction of the First Temple and 
exiled the Jews to Babylon. The Jewish People had risen to positions 
of power, wealth and influence in the Persian Empire and the Jewish 
Leader of that period, Mordechai, was both a trusted advisor and 
successful Military Commander to King Achashverosh.  He also had 
the honorable distinction of saving the king’s life.
Many Jews were invited to the Royal Palace to partake in the ultimate 
of parties celebrating the third anniversary of the King Achashveros’ 
reign. The description of the ambience, furnishings, feastings, service 
and entertainment during the second exclusive party for the Capital 
City of Shushan is enchanting. Among the exhibition of the King’s 
great wealth and honor were the Holy Vessels from the destroyed 
Temple, giving attention and homage to the powerful dynasty that 
destroyed G-d’s House. The Jewish People actually enjoyed being 
at the power party with complete disregard to the dishonor of G-d’s 
dwelling place - the Holy Temple.  
(The parallel in our time which is also after the destruction of the 
Human Temple of G-d, the Jewish People in the Holocaust, and 
Jews have achieved the honor to be invited to the White House and 
other Royal venues, serving also in the highest level of advisors 
to Presidents and rulers.  We too acquiesce to the public political 
correctness when paying to view the vessels of the Holy Human 
Temples: our Grandfathers’, Grandmothers’ and Communities’ 
Torahs, Crowns, Kiddush Cups, Havdallah candles, charity boxes, 
Shabbos Candelabras etc, were stolen and repackaged as the 
“Precious Legacy” belonging to the Czech government and traveling 
around the world for Jews to see.)
The story unfolds with Haman, the classic diabolical hater, anti-
Semite – the progenitor of Hitler – (may their names be obliterated) 
cajoling the King to sign a death warrant against every Jewish man, 
woman and child in the world.
The obvious and natural reaction of Mordechai, considering his access 
and respect in the King’s court, should have been to immediately use 
every aspect of his influence to change the King’s mind. His actual 
reaction was of a completely different nature. He gathered 22,000 
young, Jewish children, studied Torah and prayed to G-d Almighty 
with them.  He dressed in sackcloth and ashes (to emphasize his 
state of sorrow and mourning) and began a relentless campaign for 
Jews to return to G-d by fasting, praying and behaving Jewishly. Only 
then did he advise Esther to beseech on behalf of the Jewish People.
Why abandon the logical, natural path and embark on a process of 

THOUGHTS ON THE PARSHA 
 FROM RABBI  SHOLOM LIPSKAR

SHABBOS PARSHAS TETZAVEH
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Eruv Information 

We would like to emphasize that every Erev 
Shabbos, individuals should call the Eruv Hotline 
to make sure that the Eruv is operational. The 
number to call is 305- 866-ERUV (3788). 

The Eruv message is recorded approximately two 
hours prior to candle lighting. Surfside: The Eruv in 
Surfside now includes the walking paths along the 
beach.  Pushing strollers and  carrying is permitted 
on the paths, but not beyond the path or onto the 
beach.   

Bal Harbour: The Eruv in Bal Harbour included 
the inner (western) walking path only. The pier at 
Haulover Cut is not included.
 
To pay your annual dues visit: 
www.miamibeacheruv.com

SHABBOS SCHEDULE

Candle lighting   6:03 p.m. 
Mincha / Kabalas Shabbos  6:05 p.m.

Shacharis 1st Minyan   8:30 a.m. 
Shacharis 2nd Minyan  10:30 a.m.
 

Mincha Shabbos Ends  6:05 p.m.
/ Ma’ariv & Havdalah  6:56 p.m.

CELEBRATING SHABBOS 
EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR AN “OVER THE TOP” SHABBOS EXPERIENCE

A TIME TO PRAY
DAVENING SCHEDULES AND LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT THE WEEK

DAILY CHUMASH & TANYA AFTER EVERY MINYAN

SHACHARIS MINYANIM (MON -  FRI)
Main Minyan 6:45 7:30 9:00

Sephardic Minyan 8:00

SUNDAY SHACHARIS MINYANIM
Main Minyan 8:00 am 9:00 am

Sephardic Minyan 9:00 am

MINCHA  /  MAARIV MINYANIM (MON -  THURS)
Main Minyan 2:00 pm Early Mincha 6:05 pm 10:00 pm

Sephardic Minyan 6:00 pm Following

SUNDAY MINCHA /
MAARIV MINYANIM

Main Minyan 6:05 pm
Late Maariv 9:00 pm
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PARSHA IN PICTURES
Test your PARSHA knowledge.
 Can you tell the story using the pictures  below

To our beloved Soldiers in the Israeli Defense 
Forces, courageously protecting and defending 

Eretz Yisroel.  We pray for you and all of  
the soldiers safety and well being daily.
Menachem Mendel ben Chaya Leah

Menachem Mendel ben Aurit
Eden Chana bat Karine Cecile

HALACHIC TIMES
BASED ON TIMES FOR MARCH 3

Alot Hashachar / Dawn                    5:30 am
Earliest Talit & Tefillin                     6:00 am
Netz Hachamah / Sunrise                6:42 am
(Earliest Amidah)
Latest Shema                                    9:35 am
Zman Tfillah                                    10:34 am
Chatzot / Midday                            12:32 pm
Earliest Mincha                                 1:03 pm
Plag HaMincha                                  5:13 pm
Shekiah / Sunset                               6:23 pm
(Preferable latest time for Mincha)
Tzeit Hakochavim / Nightfall           6:47 pm
(Earliest preferable Ma’ariv)

Times taken from www.chabad.org
Please note that during the week times may 
Vary by a minute or two. 
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15 Adar  Ms.  Arie Fischman
15 Adar  Mr. Leon Kopel
15 Adar  Ms.  Luba Fux
15 Adar  Ms.  Raquel Szyller
15 Adar  Mr.  Reuben Z. Stauber
16 Adar  Mr.  Abraham Chocron
16 Adar  Ms.  Avigayil Adouth
16 Adar  Ms.  Bellinda Zaret
16 Adar  Mrs. Chava Elgamil
16 Adar  Ms.  Chavee Neuwirth
16 Adar  Mrs. Estela Berry
16 Adar  Mrs. Esther Banon
16 Adar  Mrs. Golda Jacobs
16 Adar  Mrs. Hadassah Mendelsohn
16 Adar  Mr.  Moosha Greenberg
16 Adar  Mr.  Yisroel Duchman
17 Adar  Mrs. Cipora Fraiman
17 Adar  Mr.  Oriel Izak
18 Adar  Ms.  Haya Gilinski
18 Adar  Mr.  Jonathan Woldenberg
18 Adar  Mrs. Sandra Dunn
18 Adar  Mr.  Victor Haim Gilinski
18 Adar  Mr. William Lustgarten
19 Adar  Mrs. Anat Michael
19 Adar  Ms.  Cassandra Leigh Scheinman
19 Adar  Mr.  David Knight
19 Adar  Mr. Levi Drimmer
20 Adar  Mr.  Binyamin Hershel Hacohen Farbman
20 Adar  Mr. Dan Arev
20 Adar  Ms.  Dina Finger
20 Adar  Mr. Glenn D. Moses
20 Adar  Mr.  Marc Franklin
20 Adar  Mr. Mario Cytrynbaum
20 Adar  Mr. Meir Shloimy Herz
20 Adar  Ms.  Meital Cohen
20 Adar  Mr. Ralph Mizraji
20 Adar  Mr.  Spencer Kupferman
21 Adar  Mr.  Andrew Feltenstein
21 Adar  Mrs. Aviva Stauber
21 Adar  Mr.  Eitan Dooreck
21 Adar  Ms.  Illana Tova Kinzer
21 Adar  Mr.  Jack Golomb
21 Adar  Mr. Lazer Milstein
21 Adar  Mrs. Malkah Sragowicz

BIRTHDAYS YAHRTZEITS
15 Adar  Shifra bas Dov obm
  Sister of Mrs. Pauline R. Kopelman
15 Adar  Dolya ben Yaakov Koppel obm
  Brother  of Mr. Leon Gandelman
15 Adar  Jack Peicher obm
  Brother-in-law of Mrs. Vivian Perez
15 Adar  Yochanan ben Shlomo Pinchas obm
  Husband of Mrs. Raquel Grosfeld
  Father of Mrs. Judith Adouth and 
  Mrs. Sara Mizraji
16 Adar  Susi Lustgarten obm
  Mother of Mr. Martin Lustgarten
16 Adar  Eliyahu Avraham ben Chaim HaLevy obm
  Father of Mr. Meir Izak
16 Adar  Morris obm
  Father of Mr. Ivan Kaufman
16 Adar  Itka obm
  Mother of Mr. Salomon Juroviesky
17 Adar  Yehudah Leib ben Yisrael obm
  Husband of Mrs. Rosalind Spodek
17 Adar  Reuven ben Yitzchok Isaac obm
  Father of Mr. Shmuel Wolf
17 Adar  Avraham ben Melech obm
  Father of Mrs. Joanna Segal
17 Adar  Shmuel ben Moishe obm
  Father of Mr. Sidney Feltenstein
18 Adar  Mordechai ben Dovid obm
  Husband & Father of Mrs. Chava Fux
18 Adar  Avrohom Chaim Yisrael obm
  Father of Rabbi Ezzy Rappaport
19 Adar  Tcharna Esther bas Ephraim obm
  Mother of Mr. Fred Shainbaum
20 Adar  Moshe Danial obm
  Father of Mr. Robert Danial
21 Adar  Sara bas Efraim obm 
  Mother of Mr. Sergio Zelcer
21 Adar  Rabbi Yermiyahu Gedaliah ben Avrohom  
  Abish obm
  Brother of Mr. Samuel I. Burstyn
21 Adar  Yitzchok ben Avrohom obm
  Father of Mr. Abe Sreter
21 Adar  Yossef ben Itzhak obm
  Father of Mr. Isaac Gilbert Franco

COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS
SHARING WITH YOUR SHUL FAMILY

 KID’S  BIRTHDAYS
14 Adar  James Hugo Garber
14 Adar  Shmuel Dovid Kopel
14 Adar  Jaimie Esther Suster
15 Adar  Kobi Feldman
15 Adar  Ella Rosenblum
16 Adar  Alexandra Edelkopf
16 Adar  Sarah Grunia Lipskar
17 Adar  Rivka Rachel Chazanow
17 Adar  Dina Greisman
18 Adar  Shmuel Menachem Mendel Barouk
18 Adar  Reeva Herz

MAZAL TOV
Mazal Tov to Mr & Mrs. Temuri and Maya Nanikashvili on the 
birth of twin grandchildren, a boy and a girl,  born to their 
children Juliette  and Natan Borochov. May they see them 
raised to Torah, Chupah and Ma’asim Tovim and have much 
nachas from them.

Mazal Tov to Mr. & Mrs. Ezzie and Chana Wasserman on the 
birth of a daughter. May they raise her to Torah, Chupah and 
Ma’asim Tovim and have much nachas from her. 
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Mr. & Mrs. Chaim Eliezer and Chasha Mushka Lerman
Miss Chaya Li 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS
SHARING WITH YOUR SHUL FAMILY

ADAR LIGHT & POWER
Light & Power and Wine for Kiddush & Havdalah 

Adar is sponsored by

Alberto Camhi,  Steven Dunn, Jacob Givner, 
David Lichter,  Alex Matz, Brian Roller, Isaac 

Salver, Steven Schmutter, Barry Wax, 
David Wolf and Jeffrey Wolf  

   
“Those who establish Synagogues for prayer and those who come there to pray, 

those who provide lights for illumination, wine and grape juice for kiddush 
and havdalah, food for the wayfarers and charity for the needy, and all those 
who occupy themselves faithfully with communal affairs - may The Holy One, 
blessed be He, give them their reward, remove them from all sicknesses, heal 
their entire body, pardon all their sins, and send blessing and success to all 

their endeavors, together with all Israel their brethren; and let us say Amen.”

THANKS TO OUR DONORS
We sincerely thank the following members and supporters of The Shul 

for donations received between2/16/21 and 2/22/21
We apologize for any errors or omissions that we may have made.

REFUAH SHLEIMAH
If you have a health update on anyone listed please contact The Shul. We would like to 

keep the listing current and remove names of people who have recovered.

MEN
Mordechai ben Devorah
Yehonatan HaLevi ben Malka
Eliezer ben Sarah
Aharon ben Beylah
Meyer Eliezer ben Sarah
Menachem Mendel ben Sara
Yehoshua ben Tamara
Isaac Gilbert ben Nelly Esther
Bentzion ben Nomi Rachel 
Margalite
Chaim Zelig Ben Eidel
Ari ben Na’ama
Tzvi Yitzchak ben Chaya
Chaim Tzvi Hirsch ben Guttel

WOMEN
Yakova Devorah Rachel Raisel 
bas Leah
Leah bas Alta Miriam Chaya
Esther Yocheved bas Raizel 
Bracha
Shima Leah bas Gittel
Sarah Libke bas Baile
Chana Bayla bas Masha
Genya Bailah bat Gietel Sura
Sonia Simcha bat Sultana
Tzipora Pnina bas Slava
Feige bas Krandel
Chaya Miriam Yehudit bat 
Chava
Clara bat Corina
Rivka bat Shoshana
Miriam bat Risha Raizel

Mr. Varda Abehsera
Ms. Raquel Abraham
Mr. & Mrs. Raphael Adouth
Anonymous
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Azoulay
Mr. & Mrs. Doron Barnes
Mr. & Mrs. Yonathan Berdugo
Mr. & Mrs. Betzalel Camissar
Mr. & Mrs. Itamar Carmi
Mr. Igor Chernomzav
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Cohen
Mr. & Mrs. Emilio Liba Cohen
Mr. Jonathan Dagmi
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Dahan
Mr. Ashley Diener
Mr. & Mrs. Dovid Duchman
Mr. & Mrs. Israel Elgamil
Mr. Yossef Ezekiel
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Falic
Mr. & Mrs. Isaac Baroukh
Mr. & Mrs. Simpson Gardyn
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur M. Gellman
Mr. & Mrs. Roei Gigi
Mrs. Marilyn Golomb
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Gontownik
Mr. & Mrs. Mordechai Gottlieb
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Greenwald
Mrs. Claudette Hafeitz
Mr. & Mrs. Benny Hematian
Mr. Baruch Hoffmann
Ms. Katy Horowitz
Mr. and Mrs. Bentzi Itzkowitz
Ms. Judith Kaplan
Mr. Naftali Kaplan
Mr. Nathan Klein
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Koffler
Mr. & Mrs. Jaime Lapidus

Ms. Avigail Leitner
Mr. Martin Lustgarten
Mayore Management LLC
Mr. & Mrs. Yaakov Mizrachi
Mr. & Mrs. Eliezer Nerenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Ohayon
Ms. Sabina Osman
Mr. & Mrs. Shlomo Peretz
Mr. Meir Rabbani
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan 
Roshanzamir
Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Safier
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Saka
Mr. & Mrs. Shea Schneider
Mr. & Mrs. Robert 
Schottenstein
Mr. & Ms. Ytamar Segall
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Shapiro
Mr. Yitzchok Simcha
Mr. & Mrs. Max Spielberg
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Stein
Mr. Abraham Stern
Mr. & Mrs. Yitzhak Stern
Mr. & Mrs. Ira Sussman
Mr. Michael Swisa
Mr. & Mrs. Moris Tabacinic
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Tauber
Ms. Barbara Ann Taylor
The Eddie & Rachelle Betesh 
Family Foundation
Mr. Michael (Mordechai) Turgel
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Varon
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Weintraub
Mr. & Mrs. David Wolf
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Wolf
Mr. & Mrs. Adam Ziefer
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Sunday, 16 Adar
No One is More than Half
[G‑d told Moses,] “This is what everyone must give: 
a half‑shekel; [specifically, half] of the shekel used 
for holy [purposes], which weighs 20 geirah.” Exodus 
30:13

The half-shekel was an expression of Jewish unity – rich and poor 
alike gave the same amount. Everyone gave only half a shekel 
in order to teach us that we can only achieve unity when we all 
recognize that we are just halves. To be a complete shekel, we must 
unite with our fellow.

Similarly, we are also only “half” in our relationship with G-d. The 
ten powers of the soul – our intellect and emotions – parallel the ten 
powers that G-d used in creating the world and continues to use in 
order to constantly re-create it. When we channel all ten powers of 
our soul – every nuance of our being – toward uniting with G-d and 
fulfilling our Divine mission, we align our soul-powers with G-d’s 
attributes. Our ten becomes twenty – a holy shekel.

Monday, 17 Adar 

The Heights of Repentance
They sacrificed [to the calf]. Exodus 32:6

How could the people who witnessed G-d’s miracles and experienced His 
revelation at Mount Sinai commit such a blatant transgression so soon 
afterward? True, only a small percentage of the people worshipped the 
Calf, but even this is hard to imagine.

The sages of the Talmud therefore teach us that indeed, the Jews at that 
point were incapable of sinning. In order to enable the people to rise to 
the heights of spiritual achievement only attainable through repentance, 
G-d “forced” the entire incident upon them.

In this light, we can all focus on our past misdeeds as opportunities through 
which we can scale spiritual heights that we could not rise to otherwise.

DAILY WISDOM
Inspiring insights on the Torah 

Shabbos, 15  Adar
 
The Inner Life
You must make an Altar for burning incense. 
Exodus 30:1

One reason why the passage about the Inner Altar is placed 
at the very end of all of the discussions pertaining to the 
Tabernacle and all that was in it, is in order to indicate that 
the Inner Altar has a unique status, above and beyond all of 
the other furnishings of the Tabernacle.

What was different about the Inner Altar was that every other 
ritual that was performed in the Tabernacle had spectators. 
When the incense was burned on the Inner Altar, however, 
there was no one present – only the priest burning it and G-d 
Himself. Furthermore, we are taught that it was specifically 
this private service that caused the Divine Presence to be 
most felt in the Tabernacle.

This lesson of the incense is very relevant in our modern – 
and loud – world. The ultimate in holy living, and especially 
in areas of kindness and charity, is when no one is present 
– when we exhibit generosity without publicity, purely 
because it is the right thing to do.

Tuesday, 18 Adar 
Following Moses’ Example
G‑d told [Moses,] “My Presence will 
[again] go with you.” Exodus 33:14

Moses asked G-d to omit his name from the Torah 
if He would refuse to forgive the Jews. Moses was 
willing to sacrifice his connection with the Torah 
for the sake of his people – all of his people, even 
those who worshipped the Golden Calf.

We can all emulate Moses’ self-sacrifice for 
the Jewish people. It is not sufficient to simply 
fulfill the commandment to “love your fellow as 
yourself”; we must be ready to sacrifice even that 
which we hold most dear for the benefit of the 
Jewish people in general and for every single 
Jew in particular – no matter how far away he may 
seem at that moment from G-d and His Torah.
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Thursday, 20 Adar

Elevating the Power within Sin
[The 10th, 11th, and 12th attributes of Divine mercy 
are that G‑d can] forgive premeditated misdeeds, 
rebellious misdeeds, and unintentional misdeeds. 
Exodus 34:7
The Hebrew word for “forgive” used in this verse literally means 
“carry” or “lift.” Based on this, Rabbi Yisrael Ba’al Shem Tov, 
the founder of Chasidism, taught that G-d elevates the spark 
of holiness in the misdeed. Nothing, not even a sin, can exist 
unless it contains a spark of holiness. When a person repents, 
G-d elevates the Divine spark in his misdeed and returns it to its 
Divine source.

Rabbi Shneur Zalman of Liadi, the founder of the Chabad 
branch of Chasidism, explained this idea as follows: It is indeed 
impossible to elevate a sinful act; such an act is evil, and the only 
proper treatment for it is to renounce it. In contrast, the power of 
desire vested in the act is not evil, for it is possible to utilize this 
power to desire good as well as evil. When we repent properly, 
we divest our power of desire of its veneer of evil and restore it 
to its holy source.

Wednesday, 19 Adar

The Face of G‑d
[G‑d told Moses,] “You may see My ‘back,’ but My 
‘face’ may not be seen.” Exodus 33:23

It is only necessary to negate something that is possible, 
not something that is impossible. Thus, when G-d said “My 
face may not be seen,” He meant that the workings of Divine 
providence can be perceived, but not directly.

To explain: There are two ways of grasping a concept: by 
understanding what it is and by understanding what it is 
not. If a concept is within our sphere of experience, we can 
understand what it is. If a concept is outside our sphere of 
experience, we cannot understand what it is, but we can 
understand what it is not. We mentally remove it from 
possibility after possibility until, by process of elimination, 
we gain a glimpse of it.

Thus, G-d’s statement, “My face may not be seen,” means that 
we cannot understand Divine providence directly, but we can 
understand it by negating what we know it not to be.

Friday, 21 Adar 

Purifying Thought, Speech, and Action
[G‑d instructed Moses to tell the Jewish people,] “I 
am going to drive out before you the Amorites, the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizites, the Hivites, and 
the Jebusites.” Exodus 34:11
Only six of the seven Canaanite nations are mentioned here; the 
Girgashites are missing from the list. This is because the first six 
Canaanite nations personified the six unrectified emotions of the 
animal soul, while the Girgashites personified the animal soul’s 
drive to express these unrectified emotions in thought, speech, and 
action. When we rectify the six emotions of our animal soul, we will 
not have to worry about combating any drive to express them.

But until this process is complete, we must control our faculties of 
thought, speech, and action in order to ensure that they serve only 
holy purposes and not those of the six unrectified emotions of our 
animal soul. The next verse therefore enjoins us to “beware, lest you 
make a treaty with the inhabitants of the land that you are entering, 
lest they become a snare in your midst.”
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DAILY STUDY
A COMPLETE GUIDE TO ALL CLASSES AND COURSES OFFERED AT THE SHUL

HTTPS://ZOOM.US/ 6457054016 PASSWORD: 699576
ALL OUR CLASSES ARE HAPPENING "VIRTUALLY"ALL OUR CLASSES ARE HAPPENING "VIRTUALLY"

PLEASE DOWNLOAD THE ZOOM APP FROM APPLE STORE OR ANDRIOD AND PLEASE DOWNLOAD THE ZOOM APP FROM APPLE STORE OR ANDRIOD AND 
JOIN OUR CLASSES. UPDATED CLASS SCHEDULES ARE EMAILED OUT DAILY JOIN OUR CLASSES. UPDATED CLASS SCHEDULES ARE EMAILED OUT DAILY 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
7:20 ‑ 7:50 am

CHASSIDUS
Derech Mitzvoisecha
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar

7:20 ‑ 7:50 am
CHASSIDUS

Derech Mitzvoisecha
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar

7:20 ‑ 7:50 am
CHASSIDUS

Derech Mitzvoisecha
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar

7:20 ‑ 7:50 am
CHASSIDUS

Derech Mitzvoisecha
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar

7:20 ‑ 7:50 am
CHASSIDUS

Derech Mitzvoisecha
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar

7:50 ‑ 8:05 am
CHITAS SYNOPSIS
Chumash, Tanya, 
Rambam’s book 

of Mitzvos
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar

7:50 ‑ 8:05 am
CHITAS SYNOPSIS
Chumash, Tanya, 
Rambam’s book 

of Mitzvos
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar

7:50 ‑ 8:05 am
CHITAS SYNOPSIS
Chumash, Tanya, 
Rambam’s book 

of Mitzvos
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar

7:50 ‑ 8:05 am
CHITAS SYNOPSIS
Chumash, Tanya, 
Rambam’s book 

of Mitzvos
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar

7:50 ‑ 8:05 am
CHITAS SYNOPSIS
Chumash, Tanya, 
Rambam’s book 

of Mitzvos
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar

8:05 ‑ 9:05 am
DAF YOMI

Tractate Shabbos
Rabbi Dov Schochet

(Men)

8:05 ‑ 9:05 am
DAF YOMI

Tractate Shabbos
Rabbi Dov Schochet

(Men)

8:05 ‑ 9:05 am
DAF YOMI

Tractate Shabbos
Rabbi Dov Schochet

(Men)

8:05 ‑ 9:05 am
DAF YOMI

Tractate Shabbos
Rabbi Dov Schochet

(Men)

8:05 ‑ 9:05 am
DAF YOMI

Tractate Shabbos
Rabbi Dov Schochet

(Men)

9:05 ‑ 9:35 am 
RAMBAM

One chapter a day
Rabbi Aryeh Schottenstein

9:05 ‑ 9:35 am 
RAMBAM

One chapter a day
Rabbi Aryeh Schottenstein

9:35 ‑ 10:00 am
MEGILLOT

Mishlei ‑ Book of Proverbs
Rabbi Dov Schochet

(Men & Women)

9:05 ‑ 9:35 am 
RAMBAM

One chapter a day
Rabbi Aryeh Schottenstein

9:05 ‑ 9:35 am 
RAMBAM

One chapter a day
Rabbi Aryeh Schottenstein

1:30 ‑ 2:30 pm 
THE BOOK OF DANIEL 

Rabbi Dov Schochet  
(Men & Women)

9:35 ‑ 10:05  
PARSHA OF THE WEEK

Rabbi Aryeh Schottenstein
(Men & Women)

10:00 ‑ 11:30 am
PARSHA OF THE WEEK
Rebbetzin Chani Lipskar

(Women Only)

11:15 am  ‑ 12:00  pm
PARSHA OF THE WEEK

Rabbi Shea Rubinstien
(Men & Women)

10:30 ‑ 11:00  am
FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Dobie Rubinstien
(Women Only)

8:45 ‑ 9:45 pm
PARSHA IN SPANISH
Rabbi Shea Rubinstein

(Men & Women) 

11:00 am  ‑ 12:00  pm
SHABBOS

Exploring customs w/ 
chassidus and Kabbalah

Rabbi Shea Rubinstien
(Men & Women)

11:30 ‑ 12:15 pm
TANYA

Rabbi Sholom Lipskar
(Men & Women)

12:00 ‑ 1:00 pm
SENIOR TORAH ACADEMY

Rabbi Dov Schochet
Book of Judges

(Men & Women)

4:15 ‑ 4:30 pm
SHABBOS INSPIRATION

Rabbi Sholom Lipskar

12:00 ‑ 1:00 pm
PIRKEI AVOT

Rabbi Dov Schochet
(Men & Women) 

3:00 pm 
TANYA IN ENGLISH

Mrs. Vivian Perez
(Women Only)

https://zoom.us/j/758161843
password 5899

2:00 pm 
PARSHA IN SPANISH

Mrs. Vivian Perez
(Women Only)

https://zoom.us/j/758161843
Passcode 540360

2:00 pm 
TANYA IN SPANISH

Mrs. Vivian Perez
(Women Only)

https://zoom.us/j/758161843
password 5899

8:00 pm
PARSHA OF THE WEEK

Rabbi Sholom Lipskar 
(Men & Women)
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It is interesting to note the absence of Moses from 
the parsha of Tetzaveh. For once Moses, the hero, 
the leader, the liberator, the lawgiver, is off-stage, 

and the only instance where the name of Moses is 
not mentioned at all in any parsha since the first 
parsha of the book of Shemot (in which he is born).

Instead our focus is on his elder brother Aaron who, 
elsewhere, is often in the background. Indeed, 
virtually the whole parsha is devoted to the role 
Moses did not occupy, except briefly – that of priest 
in general, High Priest in particular.

It is important that we have a parsha dedicated to 
the legacy of the priestly role for Judaism. However, 
need this focus have removed Moses from the 
passage entirely? Is there any larger significance 
to his absence? The commentators offered various 
suggestions.

One given in the Talmud refers to an event at the 
beginning of Moses’ leadership: his encounter 
with G-d at the burning bush. Moses repeatedly 
expressed reluctance to undertake the mission of 
leading the people out of Egypt. Finally we read:

But Moses said, “O L-rd, please send someone else 
to do it.”

Then the L-rd’s anger burned against Moses and He 
said, “What about your brother, Aaron the Levite? I 
know he can speak well. He is already on his way to 
meet you, and his heart will be glad when he sees 
you. You shall speak to him and put words in his 
mouth; I will help both of you speak and will teach 
you what to do.”

The Talmud records a debate about the lasting 
consequences of that moment when Moses, as 
it were, refused one time too many. To decline a 
leadership challenge once or twice is a sign of 
humility. To continue to do so when it is G-d Himself 
issuing the challenge risks provoking divine anger, 
as happened here. The Talmud comments:

“Then the L-rd’s anger burned against Moses” – 
Rabbi Yehoshua ben Karcha said: every instance of 
[divine] anger in the Torah leaves a lasting effect, 
except in this instance. Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai 
said: here too it left a lasting effect, for it goes on 
to say, “What about your brother, Aaron the Levite?” 
Surely Aaron was a priest [not just a Levite]. Rather, 

what G-d meant was: I originally intended 
that you [Moses] would be a priest and he 
[Aaron] would merely be a Levite. But now 
[because of your refusal], he will eventually 
become a priest and you will only be a Levite.

According to Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, the 
lasting effect of Moses’ reluctance to lead 
was that one leadership role – priesthood – 
would eventually go to Aaron rather than to 
Moses himself.

Basing himself on this passage, Rabbi 
Jacob ben Asher (1270– 1340) suggests 
that Moses’ name is missing from Tetzaveh, 
which deals with the priestly garments, “to 
spare him distress” on seeing Aaron acquire 
the insignia of priesthood that might have 
been Moses’ own.

Without negating this or other explanations, 
there is also a more fundamental message. 
One of the recurring themes of Genesis is 
sibling rivalry, hostility between brothers. 
This story is told, at ever-increasing length, 
four times: between Cain and Abel, Isaac 
and Ishmael, Jacob and Esau, and Joseph 
and his brothers.

There is an identifiable pattern to this set of 
narratives, best seen in the way each ends. 
The story of Cain and Abel ends with murder 
– fratricide. Isaac and Ishmael, though 
they grow up apart, are seen together at 
Abraham’s funeral. Evidently there had been 
a reconciliation between them, though this 
can only be read between the lines (and 
spelled out in midrash), not directly in the 
text. Jacob and Esau meet, embrace and go 
their separate ways. Joseph and his brothers 
are reconciled and live together in peace, 
Joseph providing them with food, land, and 
protection.

Genesis is telling us a story of great 
consequence. Fraternity – one of the key 
words of the French revolution – is not 
simple or straightforward. It is often fraught 
with conflict and contention. Yet slowly, 
brothers can learn that there is another way. 
On this note Genesis ends. But it is not the 
end of the story.

The drama has a fifth act: the relationship 
between Moses and Aaron. Here, for the first 
time, there is no hint of sibling rivalry. The 
brothers work together from the very outset of 
the mission to lead the Israelites to freedom. 
They address the people together. They 
stand together when confronting Pharaoh. 
They perform signs and wonders together. 
They share leadership of the people in the 
wilderness together. For the first time, brothers 
function as a team, with different gifts, different 
talents, different roles, but without hostility, 
each complementing the other.

Their partnership is a constant feature of the 
narrative. But there are certain moments where 
it is highlighted. The first occurs in the passage 
already cited above. G-d tells Moses that Aaron 
“is already on his way to meet you, and his heart 
will be glad when he sees you.” How different 
this is from the tense encounters between 
brothers in Genesis!

Aaron, we may have thought, would have many 
reasons not to rejoice on seeing Moses return. 
The brothers had not grown up together. Moses 
had been adopted by Pharaoh’s daughter 
and raised in an Egyptian palace, while Aaron 
remained with the Israelites. Nor had they 
been together during the Israelites’ sufferings. 
Moses, fearing for his life after his assault on an 
Egyptian taskmaster, had fled to Midian.

Besides this, Moses was Aaron’s younger 
brother, and yet it was he who was about to 
become the leader of the people. Always in the 
past, when the younger had taken something 
the elder might have believed belonged 
naturally to him, there was jealousy, animosity. 
Yet G-d assures Moses: “when Aaron sees you, 
he will rejoice.” And so he did:

And the L-rd said to Aaron, Go to the wilderness 
to meet Moses. And he went, and met him in 
the mount of G-d, and kissed him.

The second fascinating clue is contained in 
a strange passage that traces the descent of 
Moses and Aaron:

Amram married his father’s sister Yocheved, 

PARSHAH MESSAGES 
BROTHERS: A DRAMA IN FIVE ACTS
By Rabbi Jonathan Sacks



14

GRADING OIL
By Eli Pink
 

When Golda Meir famously joked that the Jewish people had 
managed, after forty years of wandering, to end up in the only 
country in the Middle East with no oil, she was only partially 

right. Although the Holy Land has not produced the stuff that brings in 
the gold, it has historically been a rich source of olive oil. The Talmud 
relates how a merchant from the town of Lydia in Asia Minor once 
travelled to Gush Chalav in the Galilee to buy olive oil. He spent a million 
silver coins on the oil and borrowed every camel and mule in the region 
to transport it home!

Olive oil features in our weekly portion too. In the middle of the 
commandments regarding the construction of the Tabernacle and the 
making of priestly clothes, G-d instructs Moses about the production of 
pure olive oil for use in the Menorah.

In Temple times, the oil was doubly graded. The first grade referred to 
the quality of the olive from which the oil was produced—based on the 
olive’s position on the tree: high (ripest), middle or bottom. The oil itself 
was then graded according to its purity; the first drop squeezed, other 
oil extracted by pressing the olives, and the oil that came from crushing 
the olives.

Naturally, one would expect that 
the two rankings worked together—
the first drop of oil from an olive 
at the bottom of a tree would not 
be as good as oil produced from 
a pressed olive from the top of 
the tree. The Talmud, however, 
says this is not the case: no matter 
where the olive came from, for 
practical purposes, its gradation 
was based only on how the oil 
was extracted. A first drop from a 
bottom olive could be used for the 
Menorah, a drop from a crushed 
top olive could not.

The lesson is clear. The Chassidic Rebbe Reb Zushe of Anipoli once 
remarked he did not worry that when he passed away and went before 
the Heavenly Tribunal they would ask him why he was not as great as 
Moses. He was worried however what he would reply when they asked 
him why he was not as great as Zushe could have been. Why had he not 
achieved his full potential?

It is irrelevant where on the tree we feel we may come from, what is 
important is that we give our best – our first drops – to be a Menorah for 
G-d with the flame of mitzvot and light of Torah.

who bore him Aaron and Moses. Amram lived 137 
years…It was this same Aaron and Moses to whom 
the L-rd said, “Bring the Israelites out of Egypt by 
their divisions.” They were the ones who spoke to 
Pharaoh king of Egypt about bringing the Israelites 
out of Egypt. It was this same Moses and Aaron.

The repeated phrase, “It was this same,” is emphatic 
even in translation. It is all the more so when we 
note two peculiarities of the text. The first is that 
the phrases, though at first they sound identical, in 
fact place the names of the brothers in a different 
order: the first says “Aaron and Moses,” the second, 
“Moses and Aaron.” Even more striking is the 
grammatical oddity of the phrase. Both times, the 
third person singular is used. Literally, they read: 
“He was Aaron and Moses,” “He was Moses and 
Aaron.” The text should have said, “They” – all the 
more so since the pronoun “they” is used in the 
middle of the passage: “They were the ones who 
spoke to Pharaoh.”

The unmistakable implication is that they were like 
a single individual; they were as one. There was 
no hierarchy between them: sometimes Aaron’s 
name appears first, sometimes Moses’. There is a 
wonderful Midrash that bears out this idea, based 
on the verse “Loving-kindness and truth meet 
together; righteousness and peace kiss each other.”

Loving-kindness – this refers to Aaron. Truth – this 
refers to Moses. Righteousness – this refers to 
Moses. Peace – this refers to Aaron.

The Midrash brings prooftexts for each of 
these identifications, but we understand 
them immediately. Moses and Aaron were 
quite different in temperament and role. 
Moses was the man of truth, Aaron of peace. 
Without truth, there can be no vision to 
inspire a nation. But without internal peace, 
there is no nation to inspire. Aaron and 
Moses were both necessary. Their roles were 
in creative tension. Yet they worked side by 
side, each respecting the distinctive gift of 
the other. As the Midrash goes on to say:

“And he kissed him” [the brothers kissed 
when they met] – This means: each rejoiced 
at the other’s greatness.

A final Midrash completes the picture by 
referring to this week’s parsha and the 
vestments of the High Priest, especially the 
breastplate with its Urim and Tumim:

“His heart will be glad when he sees you” – 
Let the heart that rejoiced in the greatness 
of his brother be vested with the Urim and 
Tumim.

The Urim and Tumim were a form of oracle, 
carried by the High Priest in his breastplate. 
They conveyed divine inspiration and 
guidance, a kind of priestly equivalent of 
the divine word that came to the prophet.It 

was precisely the fact that Aaron did not envy 
his younger brother but instead rejoiced in his 
greatness that made him worthy to be High 
Priest. So it came to pass – measure for measure 
– that just as Aaron made space for his younger 
brother to lead, so the Torah makes space for 
Aaron to lead. That is why Aaron is the hero of 
Tetzaveh: for once, not overshadowed by Moses.

“Who is honored?” asked Ben Zoma. “One who 
honors others.” Aaron honored his younger 
brother. That is why Moses (not mentioned by 
name but by implication) is told in this week’s 
parsha, “Make sacred garments for your brother 
Aaron, to give him honor and splendor.” To this 
day a Kohen is honored by being the first to be 
called up to the Torah – the Torah that Aaron’s 
younger brother Moses gave to the Jewish 
people.

The story of Aaron and Moses, the fifth act in 
the biblical drama of brotherhood, is where, 
finally, fraternity reaches the heights. And 
that surely is the meaning of Psalm 133, with 
its explicit reference to Aaron and his sacred 
garments: “How good and pleasant it is when 
brothers live together in unity! It is like precious 
oil poured on the head, running down on the 
beard, running down on Aaron’s beard, down 
upon the collar of his robes.” It was thanks to 
Aaron, and the honor he showed Moses, that at 
last brothers learned to live together in unity.
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Although I grew up in a religious 
family in Jerusalem, I did not have 
any real connection to Chabad until 

my sister married a Lubavitcher. This led 
me, in 1974, to the Chabad yeshivah in 
Kfar Chabad and eighteen months later 
to meeting the Rebbe in Brooklyn, New 
York.

When that happened, I felt I had discovered 
a treasure, and I decided to stay in New 
York for the rest of my life. I took a job 
as a teacher with the elementary school, 
Oholei Torah, and I felt I had the best of 
all worlds – I was close to the Rebbe, and 
since I was teaching in a Chabad school, 
I felt that I was working as his emissary.

When it came time to get married, my 
future wife, Toby, told me on our first 
date that she intended to go out into 
the world with her husband, who would 
serve as a Chabad emissary. “Wait a 
minute,” I said, “I am an emissary already 
– right here in Brooklyn.” But that’s not 
how she saw it.

This created a dilemma. In fact, her father 
asked the Rebbe if we should continue 
seeing each other, but the Rebbe just 
responded, “It’s up to the two of them.”

That is when I hit on an idea to win 
her over, because I already knew that 
I wanted to marry Toby. I told her, “You 
know what – when the time comes, let’s 
ask the Rebbe and whatever he tells us 
to do, we will do.” She agreed. “That’s 
good enough for me,” she said and, after 
meeting a few more times, we were 
engaged.

A week after we got married in March of 
1977, we wrote to the Rebbe with this 
question, but as I sent off the letter, I was 
begging the Rebbe in my heart to let me 
stay where I was – in my teaching post at 
Oholei Torah, where I loved working with 
the kids, and where I was close to him.

The Rebbe agreed. I was so happy! 
My wife was less so, but of course 
she accepted the Rebbe’s decision.

A year later, she proposed that we 
should write again, but I objected. 
“The Rebbe already answered us,” 
I insisted. But because this was so 
important to her, I agreed to write, 
and we got the same answer as 
before.

So far so good, I thought.

But, in the third year, while all of my 
friends got the Rebbe’s blessings 
to buy homes in Crown Heights, 
I did not, and I realized that I was 
likely to be sent somewhere soon. 
I hoped it would be just another 
neighborhood in Brooklyn – like 
Flatbush or Borough Park – so that 
I would not go far, but my wife felt 
that truly serving as an emissary 
involved self-sacrifice.

Shortly thereafter, I met one of the 
emissaries to Sydney, Australia, 
and he asked if I knew somebody 
who could take over as the principal 
of the Chabad school there. Without 
thinking, I said, “Maybe me.”

Even though I had proposed this, I 

really did not want to go. But once I 
made the suggestion, he passed on 
my name to Sydney, and now I had to 
decide. Trying to squirm out of it, I said 
that I had to consult with the Rebbe. I 
was really not prepared to go that far 
away, so I wrote to the Rebbe merely 
asking if I should “look into” this offer, 
assuming that he would tell me to 
remain in Brooklyn as he did before. 
But this time, the Rebbe responded, 
“Yes, look into it.”

I got a shock from that answer, but my 
wife said, “A deal is a deal – if that’s 
what the Rebbe said, that’s what we 
need to do.”

So I did look into it, and then wrote 
the Rebbe that I had come up with 
five different possible places where I 
might serve, ending – with no small 
amount of self-effacing obeisance – 
“Do with me as you wish.”

But I got no answer. Meanwhile, 
my school in Crown Heights was 
pressuring me to sign a contract for 
the next year, and Rabbi Pinchus 
Feldman, who led Chabad in Sydney, 
was pressuring me to make up my 
mind because they needed a principal. 
So after four weeks of waiting, I asked 
Rabbi Leibel Groner, the Rebbe’s 

MY ENCOUNTER WITH THE REBBE
SEPARATION ANXIETY
RABBI YAAKOV LIEDER
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secretary, to check on it, and what I 
learned was that when Rabbi Groner 
put my letter on top of the mail pile, the 
Rebbe promptly moved it to the bottom.

Meanwhile, when Rabbi Feldman inquired 
whether he should look for somebody 
else, all the Rebbe answered was, “I have 
their letter.”

Not knowing what to make of all this, I 
asked my spiritual mentor for advice, and 
he rebuked me: “Are you playing games? 
You asked the Rebbe if you should look 
into Australia, and the Rebbe answered 
that you should. But instead of reporting 
on what you found out, you sent the 
Rebbe a letter with five places. You want 
to Rebbe to choose for you? You have to 
make a decision. The Rebbe is not going 
to tell you exactly what to do. He will 
guide you, he will advise you, but you 
have to take the lead.”

The next morning, my wife and I sat 
down and wrote the Rebbe that we were 
prepared to accept the Sydney offer, and 
we were asking for his blessing. Within 
ten minutes, we had his answer and 
his blessing along with two Australian 

dollars for us to give to charity once 
we reached our destination.

For me, this entire experience 
proved a tremendous lesson for 
life. The Rebbe wanted me to be a 
leader – to make the right choices 
and the right decisions and not 
expect him to tell me what to do at 
every step. This lesson has guided 
me for all the time that I have been 
serving as an emissary.

When we were ready to ship out, 
we came to see the Rebbe with our 
children, and I told him how painful 
it was for me to leave. In response, 
the Rebbe showered us with so 
many blessings that my attitude 
changed completely.

When I left, I was firing on all 
cylinders – I was flying. And I did 
not stop; I did not turn back.

As we prepared to go, people 
asked me, “Have to ever been to 
Australia?”

I answered, “No.”

“Do have any idea what it’s like?”

“No.”

“But you are taking your wife and 
three children and going to the other 
side of the world?”

“Yeah.”

I had the self-confidence to do this 
because I knew I could count on 
the Rebbe to make sure it would be 
alright. Once I made my decision, once 
I took a stand, the Rebbe would have 
my back all the way.

TO FULFILL YOUR MISSION IN THIS WORLD YOU 

NEED A HEALTHY BODY AS WELL AS A HEALTHY 

SOUL. HOW CAN YOU MEDITATE, PRAY OR STUDY 

PROPERLY WHEN THE BODY’S WELLNESS IS 

NEGLECTED?

TAKING CARE OF YOUR BODY SO THAT THE SOUL 

CAN FLOURISH IS A DIVINE SERVICE.
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One time a case was brought to judgment 
before Reb Levi Yitzchak.

A young and inexperienced broker who lived 
in Berditchev had the idea that if a certain 
business in Berditchev merged with one 
located in a neighboring town, each would 
have a much greater profit.

Because he was unfamiliar with the world of 
business and virtually unknown, he turned for 
help to a more experienced broker who also 
lived in Berditchev.

The young man proposed that in exchange for 
the older man’s help, the two would divide the 
profit equally. The experienced broker agreed. 
He successfully arranged the deal, and when 
the transaction was completed, collected the 
profit.

The trouble began when the man refused 
to divide the money as he had promised. 
There was no choice but to go to court. Reb 
Levi Yitzchak heard the case and ordered the 
man to give the other fellow his fair share 
of the profits. The case was closed and the 
two departed, but as time passed it became 
obvious that the older man still refused to 
abide by the ruling of the rabbi. The young 
man had no recourse but to return to Reb Levi 
Yitzchak with his complaint.

When Reb Levi Yitzchak heard what had 
transpired he immediately dispatched an 
emissary to the broker, who repeated the 
words of the rabbi: “My dear sir, you should 
be aware that I too am a broker with quite a bit 
of experience under my belt. I, in fact, act as a 
broker between the Jewish people and their 
Father in heaven. In this capacity, I transport 
the merits of the Jews to G-d, and in return, 
I receive my sustenance and many blessings 
from Him.

“As I occupied myself with these matters, I 
realized that here was an excellent opportunity 
to make a very good deal. Amongst the Jews 
I saw three types of products for which they 
had absolutely no use: intentional sins, 
unintentional sins, and sins which occurred 
because they were ignorant that the Torah 

considered them sinful.

I saw that in Heaven they also had three 
kinds of products for which they had 
no use: forgiveness, absolution and 
annulment.

And I said to myself, what a good idea 
it would be if the Jews and Heaven 
were to exchange products! I went and 
presented my ideas to the Heavenly 
Court and they were quite pleased to 
accept my proposition. But before the 
deal was finalized, they suggested that 
I first speak to the other partner in the 
transaction, the Jewish people.

So, I went to the Jews, but it was 
more difficult to sell my idea to them. 
They convinced me to try for a greater 
commitment from the Heavenly Court.

They wanted three additional things -- 
children, health and livelihood -- to be 
added to the package.

I went back to the Heavenly Court with 
their request, and the new terms were 
granted.

The deal was signed and sealed. I was 
then asked by the Heavenly Court what 
I wanted as my reward for completing 
this transaction. I replied that as far 
as the Jews were concerned, I didn’t 
want any reward; as for G-d, I trusted 
completely that He would pay me 
whatever is my due.

At that point G-d said to me, ‘Levi 
Yitzchak, I will give you a special reward: 
the additional terms the Jews added to 
the original contract, namely, children, 
health and livelihood. I hereby place 
these in your hands, to distribute or 
revoke at will.’

“I therefore tell you that if you fulfill the 
ruling of my court at once, it will go well 
with you, but if you continue to refuse, I 
will act according to the law of the Torah 
that was put into my hands.”

The broker listened to the rabbi’s message, 
but thought the entire episode was just 
a jest. He went home that night and 
laughingly repeated the story to his wife.

Imagine Reb Levi Yitzchak trying to 
pressure him to incurring such an 
enormous financial loss with such a 
ridiculous story!

He had no sooner finished speaking when 
he was suddenly afflicted with a high fever. 
Moaning and groaning in pain he tossed 
from side to side, unable to find comfort.

The best doctors were called in; no 
expense was spared, but nothing helped. 
Finally, the patient was given up for lost.

With his last ounce of strength, the man 
summoned his wife. “Take a purse of 
money to Reb Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev 
and beg him to have mercy on me.”

The hysterical woman ran weeping and 
pleading to the rabbi. She gave him the 
money, accurate to the last penny. “Please, 
have mercy on my husband. He’s dying,” 
she cried.

Needless to say, as soon as the debt was 
paid, Reb Levi Yitzchak prayed for the 
man’s recovery. The broker’s body returned 
to full health, and as far as his soul was 
concerned, that too was much healthier 
for the experience.

STORIES WITH SOUL
IT ONCE HAPPENED
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Rabbenu Yosef Hayim (1835-1909, 13 Elul) 
was born in Baghdad, Iraq to Eliyahu and 
Sima Haim. His father Eliyahu did not have 

children for a few years and traveled to seek 
a blessing from the Abir Yaakov (Rav Yaakov 
Abuhasera from Morocco) who informed him 
that he will soon have a son that will illuminate 
the world. When Rav Yosef was a young child 
aged 7, he was playing in the basement of his 
home with his sister. Some homes had in each 
basement a water well, and as he was playing 
he fell into the well of water. As he began 
drowning and his sister called for help - some 
say he took a vow that if he would be saved - 
his life would be devoted to learning torah and 
religious service.  

Rav Yosef had three sisters and four brothers, 
Moshe, Nissim, Yehezkel and Sasson. They 
learned Torah and owned several businesses 
and dealings in the city marketplace. During an 
economic downturn, creditors were due large 
sums of money and they jailed the family and 
the Ben Ish Hai as collateral to be assured full 
payment. His mother, upset from the event, 
died of grief. After being released from prison, 
Rav Yosef self imposed upon himself to stay 
at home for 7 years (1882-1889) immersing 
himself in learning Torah, prayers and tefillah, 
repentance, writing and meditation.

From a young age his profound knowledge was 

clearly discernible. After his Bar Mitzvah 
he would assist his father in answering 
difficult Halachic questions from all 
over the world including Israel, Saloniki, 
Constantinople, Smyrna and Aram Soba 
(Halab /  Aleppo, Syria). He studied under 
his father and at the Kitab or Istad. This 
followed by learning with his uncle Rav 
David Hai Ben Meir, Rav Eliyahu Mani 
and under Hacham Abdallah Somekh 
(Author of Zivhe Sedek) in Midrash Bet 
Zilcha (an institution for scholars, but 
he entered at age 14). He later married 
the niece of the Rabbi, daughter of Rav 
Yehuda Somech - Rachel. Rachel and 
Rav Yosef had two sons (Yaakov and 
Binyamin) and one daughter Simcha 
Georgi). At age 25 his father Eliyahu 
passed away and Rav Yosef became the 
leading Rabbi in the city and darshan 
(lecturer), kabbalist and posek but held 
no formal position as Hacham Bashi 
(Head Rabbi). He did bear the title “il 
hacham” (the wisely sage). Besides 
the four main Shabbats that he would 
be required to speak (Shabbat Shuva 
- before Yom Kippur, Zachor - before 
Purim, Hagadol - before Pesach, Kala - 
before Shavuot) in the main shul (Salat 
el Zairi) which contained over 1,000 
seats. Rav Yosef also gave a derasha each 
Shabbat for over 3 hours on the Parasha 
for over 50 years. In the shiur he would 
delve into many different topics of 
Halacha, Derasha, Midrashim, Kabbalah, 
Remazim, Gemara and more. 

The Ben Ish Hai descended from generations 
of sages and rabbis. His grandfather, Hacham 
Moshe Eliyahu was the main rabbi of Baghdad 
and this position was carried down to his son 
Eliyahu and later to Hacham Yosef. Some of 
his students included: Rav Shimon Agassi, 
Rav Yehuda Fetaya, Rav Salman Eliyahu, Rav 
Ben Sion Hazan, Rav Ephraim Cohen. The Ben 
Ish Hai authored over 100 works but we have 
in our possession approximately 53 works as 
well as several prayers and songs (pizmonim). 
Interesting to note, when U.S. armed forces 
invaded Iraq in 2002 they discovered in some 
of the basements of Saddam Hussein’s castles 
and bunkers many original manuscripts and 
hand written books and papers by the Ben 
Ish Hai. The Ben Ish Hai showed a true love 
of Eretz Yisrael, collecting money for the poor 
and the talmide hachamim living there. The 
level of holiness one can acquire from reading 
the books of Rav Yosef Hayim is very special. 
Each sefer has the unique style of writing of 
the Rav in the PARDES (Pshat, Remez, Derash, 
Sod). - the 4 levels of encompassing the Torah. 
Some of the works authored include: Ben Ish 
Hai, Ben Yehyada, MeKavsiel, Aderet Eliyahu, 
Ben Ish Hayil, Birkat Hayim, Malach Habrit and 
many more.

IN  THE FOOTSTEPS OF OUR SAGES 
SAGE OF THE WEEK - THE BEN ISH HAI
By YY Ben Shaul
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Covid presented an unexpected 
opportunity to celebrate Jewish 
holidays as never before
By Tzemach Feller and Aharon Loschak 

A year ago Purim became the first Jewish 
holiday to be significantly impacted by the 
global coronavirus pandemic. Since then, 

the world has experienced far too much illness, 
death, poverty and adversity. But throughout the 
long months of quarantine, lockdown and loss, 
the Jewish people have soldiered on—in many 
ways transcending the difficulties by adding in 
light, hope and compassion.

Forced to dig deep, individuals and communities 
discovered innovative ways to access and 
celebrate their heritage and traditions. In a 
way, it was a year of rediscovering the essence 
and heart of the Torah teachings and mitzvahs 
studied and celebrated each year. Gone was the 
nice but immaterial glitz and glamor, replaced 
instead with the unadorned diffusion of Divine 
light into their own lives and the world around 
them.

The bedrock for transforming adversity into 
spiritual and inspirational opportunity was laid 
by the Rebbe—Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, 
of righteous memory—who emphasized the 
importance of recognizing the G-dliness 
within challenges and utilizing this knowledge 
to transform one’s circumstances into an 
opportunity to do even more good. The myriad 
challenges of the pandemic have proved no 
different.

Learning from experiences of the past year, 
Purim 2021, which begins on Thursday night, 
Feb. 25 and continues through Friday, Feb. 26 
(extending through Sunday in Jerusalem), will 
be observed with much-needed joy and creativity 
to ensure everyone remains safe and healthy.

Exactly 40 years ago, just days prior to 
Purim of 1981, the Rebbe wrote a public 
letter to the Jewish people calling on 
each and every individual “to strengthen 
and expand the preparations for Purim, 
with a view to enabling every Jew, ‘young 
and old, children and women,’ to observe 
Purim in the fullest measure … .” In his 
appeal the Rebbe stressed the need to 
involve each and every child, boys and 
girls, and underlined the need to “care 
and provide … for the Jews who find 
themselves in special circumstances[, 
such as] military service, senior citizens’ 
homes, orphanages, hospitals [and] 
correctional institutions … .”

Today, in a world in which nearly 
everyone finds themselves in special 
circumstances, the Rebbe’s call to action 
remains as critical as ever.

Purim 2020
As Purim 2020 approached, a novel 
virus that had begun spreading in China 
months earlier was beginning to attract 
serious worldwide attention. From China, 
it spread to Italy and its neighbors in 
Europe, and then cropped up in the 
United States and the rest of the world. 
By the time Purim came around, the first 
deaths in North America were recorded 
in Washington state, and there was an 
outbreak of cases in Westchester County, 
N.Y.

In response, Chabad-Lubavitch of New 
Rochelle, N.Y., arranged for groups of 
students to read the Megillah outside 
people’s homes; prayers, Torah classes 
and social services increased in Italy. 
Back in China, Chabad throughout 
the countrydid everything they could 
to bring the holiday to the homes of 
people in their communities who were in 
quarantine from Shanghai to Beijing.

With communal gatherings canceled, the 
first quarantines brought with them a new 
opportunity—and necessity—to directly 
reach out to individuals as never before. 
This effort has grown and intensified over 
the past year.

“Whereas some of our focus had been 

to attract larger crowds to our holiday events, 
over this year, everything has become so much 
more tailored and focused,” said Rabbi Yochanan 
Gordon, who with his wife, Mushky, is part of the 
team at Chabad of Munich, Germany. “This has 
enabled us to reach out to more individuals and 
families than ever before and in a much more 
personal way.”

This feeling that relationships had to be 
deepened was shared by his colleagues 
worldwide. “Instead of 30 people at a public 
event, it’s now 30 homes at every event, and you 
get to interact with everyone,” noted Rabbi Yosef 
Gluckowsky, who together with his wife, Mushky, 
co-directs of Chabad of Closter, N.J.

Chabad-Lubavitch’s approach to building 
community has always focused on the 
individual—every individual—and with the 
pandemic, this once again came to the fore. The 
responsibility to each other as individuals was 
what the Rebbe taught, and clearly on display 
as communities were broken down from their 
sum to their core parts. As institutional buildings 
stood silent each and every home became a 
center for Jewish life.

A volunteer from Lubavitch Chabad of Illinois 
delivers “Seder in a Box” kits for Jewish medical 
staff treating 3,000 coronavirus victims at a 
makeshift hospital in a Chicago convention 
center.
A volunteer from Lubavitch Chabad of Illinois 
delivers “Seder in a Box” kits for Jewish medical 
staff treating 3,000 coronavirus victims at a 
makeshift hospital in a Chicago convention 
center.

Rising to the Occasion on Passover
As Purim passed and Passover dawned, it 
became clear that many extended families and 
communities would not be able to gather for 

PURIM TO PURIM, HOW THE PANDEMIC 

HAS CHANGED JEWISH LIFE FOR GOOD
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Passover Seders as they regularly do. People who 
had always been guests at someone else’s Seder 
would have to make a Seder of their own. If that 
were not stressful enough, the mass hoarding 
of basic supplies like toilet paper and cleaning 
equipment had some worried about broader 
Passover supply shortages.

Instead, a record-breaking number of Passover 
Seders took place—many of them led by people 
who had never before done so. They were 
assisted, guided and inspired by the world’s 
largest Passover campaign, first launched by 
the Rebbe in 1954, which has annually brought 
matzahs and other Passover needs to hundreds 
of thousands, with many thousands more joining 
public Passover Seders hosted by Chabad centers 
around the world. Through reassuring, guiding 
and, in hundreds of thousands of cases, providing 
Passover supplies, in 2020 this campaign would 
help countless Jewish households making 
Seders for the first time.

Chabad emissaries around the world delivered 
millions of “Passover-to-Go” kits including 
shmurah matzah directly to people in their 
homes.

Hundreds of Chabad rabbis and their wives 
took to TV airwaves and newspapers to explain 
that everything needed to make a Seder was 
available—pointing out that the observance of 
Passover was needed this year more than ever 
and drawing on the inexhaustible wisdom in 
the Rebbe’s teachings on the holiday. In his talks 
and pastoral letters issued each year before the 
holiday, the Rebbe would often emphasize how 
Passover and its story of personal and collective 
liberation encompasses every aspect of life for 
every person in every generation, showing us 
how faith in G-d and positive action can enable 
us to overcome all that our minds, our bodies, 
and the world as a whole can be subjected to.

As the world moved online, Chabad.org—the 
world’s largest Jewish website—experienced a 
surge of web traffic, especially people logging 
on to its Passover sections. Working out of living 
rooms in 12 countries, more than 50 team 
members created Chabad.org/corona, as well as 
Chabad.org/coronapassover, to steer the more 
than 10 million individuals who visited the web 
site during this year’s Passover season to learn (in 
any one of eight languages) how to lead a Seder, 
gain general holiday knowledge and inspiration, 
or download DIY tools and guides. Chabad.org’s 
Ask-the-Rabbi service worked around the clock 
to keep up with the heavy caseload of questions 
the team answers every year, specifically those 
that focused on Passover or COVID-19, providing 
guidance and a helping hand.

Simultaneously, in response to the 
Rebbe’s call to ensure every Jew has access 
to shmurah matzah,Chabad emissaries 
around the world were creating millions of 
“Passover-to-Go” kits including shmurah 
matzah, delivered them directly to people 
in their homes. For those backpackers 
who travel the remote corners of Asia and 
South American (among other locations), 
Chabad rabbis found ways to provide 
for their Passover needs once again, as 
they worked round the clock to contact 
previous Seder attendees and see how 
they could help them celebrate wherever 
they were and took to Zoom to teach their 
local community about the holiday across 
more than 100 countries.

As the holiday drew near, the online sale 
of chametz skyrocketed, and rabbis in 
larger cities that saw emergency pop-
up hospitals rushed to bring matzah 
and other provisions to Jewish frontline 
medical staff as well as patients. In New 
York City, home to the annual “Mitzvah 
Tank Parade” that distributes matzah 
to thousands every year, a large roving 
billboard truck drove around instead, 
informing residents how to arrange for a 
matzah package to be sent to them.

As the holiday drew to a close, people 
were educated online about the customs 
associated with it, including how to do 
Yizkor services at home and observe the 
”Moshiach meal.”

About, but Not Always Out, for 
Lag BaOmer and Shavuot
There are 49 days between the second day 
of Passover and the festival of Shavuot, 
which are known as the Omer period. 
During this time, the Jewish people 
commemorate the many thousands of 
Torah scholars lost to a plague some 
2,000 years ago. And this year, it was 
the time when the world first began to 
emerge from underneath a crushing first 
wave of modern-day plague. Lockdowns, 

quarantines and closure eased up somewhat to 
varying degrees across the globe.

Between the two festivals is Lag BaOmer, which, 
among other things, celebrates the end of that 
plague many years ago. Typically, a family day 
celebrated outdoors with bonfires and carnivals, 
Lag BaOmer, too, was not forgotten. The holiday 
has gained much popularity in recent years, 
largely due to the efforts of the Rebbe to promote 
grand parades of Jewish pride, and that tradition 
continued in 2020 with hundreds of Covid-safe 
car parades in cities and towns around the world, 
giving people a way to connect and celebrate 
with each other despite the circumstances.

For the holiday of Shavuot, Chabad responded 
with a bevy of different-style programs. In 
keeping with the call of the Rebbe that every 
Jewish man, woman and child should hear the 
sacred words of the Ten Commandments on the 
holiday, Torah readings multiplied worldwide — 
in many cases, brought to parks, street corners 
and other outdoor spaces. Of course, for those 

still unable to venture out, and where Torah 
readings could not be brought to them, the 
team at Chabad.org published printable 
tools for reading and internalizing the Ten 
Commandments on this important day.

Staying up all night on Shavuot to learn Torah is a 
hallowed tradition and online pre-Shavuot study 
sessions stood in for in-person classes on the 
holiday itself. To boost the learning on the night 
of Shavuot, Chabad.org prepared a plethora of 
material ready to be printed beforehand, part 
of their extensive suite of resources for people 
receiving the Torah this Shavuot in living rooms 
around the world.

Uniquely Meaningful High Holidays
As the High Holidays approached in the autumn, 
a second wave of the coronavirus sent countries 
into lockdown once more. With synagogues 
shuttered, prayers and High Holiday observances 
would have to be done outside the walls of the 
synagogue—and there was already a model 
in place for that. An online directory, hosted 
by Chabad.org, with Covid-safe High Holiday 
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events aided millions to hear the shofarsafely 
in outdoor spaces. These shofar-blowing events 
were made possible by thousands of volunteers, 
many of whom had just learned how to sound 
the shofar themselves. Many thousands of others 
learned to sound the shofar on their own at 
homethrough an online Chabad.org course. They 
joined in what the Rebbe began in 1953, when 
he launched a shofar campaign, encouraging 
volunteers to take the shofar out of the walls of 
the synagogue to ensure that those who can’t be 
in synagogue would be able to hear the shofar 
This year, that encompassed the majority of the 
Jewish people.

Yom Kippur, the holiest day of the year, drew 
near, and with it, the somber Yizkor services, 
which each year draws millions of worshippers 
to synagogue. To commemorate the deaths 
of far too many, a pre-Yom Kippur Yizkor event 
was broadcast internationally, helping many 
get ready to mark the solemn day at home. 
Where possible, Chabad synagogues around the 
world created multiple prayer services, where a 
minimal number of safely-distanced worshipers 
could pray together. For the millions who could 
not attend such services, Chabad.org helped 
readers prepare for the Day of Atonement with 
meaningful articles and essays and a special 
guide on how to best observe the day at home.

Drawing the High Holiday season to a close, 
Sukkot was ushered in with much joy. A Simchat 
Beit Hasho’evah ceremony was brought to the 
public’s attention with a beautiful, printable 
guide on Chabad.org. While every year sees 
a “Sukkah Mobile” in cities around the world, 
this year saw an explosion of such mobiles 
everywhere, bringing holiday joy—and mitzvot, 
too, of course—to people in many locales, 
especially “house calls” to those in quarantine.

Chanukah Light Amid the Pandemic’s 
Darkness
As the Festival of Lights approached, 350,000 
Chanukah-at-home kits were prepared and 
delivered around the world—just one component 
of a Chanukah campaign that reached more than 

8 million Jews. Instead of canceling their 
holiday celebrations, Chabad centers 
around the world adapted them to the 
pandemic, heeding the Rebbe’s call not 
to suffice with illuminating just one’s own 
home, but to ensure others’ homes—and 
indeed the streets—are lit up as well.

With the Rebbe’s public menorah-lighting 
campaign having brought Chanukah into 
the forefront of America’s consciousness—
and really, that of the entire world—a 
pandemic proved no match for such 
festivities. From the National Mall in 
Washington, D.C., to the Eiffel Tower—with 
personal intervention from the mayor of 
Paris—to Warsaw—where that city’s mayor 
shared a personal reflection—to state 
capitals across the United States, and 
to the living room in million homes—
and really everywhere—the light of the 
menorah burned as brightly as ever.

With the recent normalization deals inked 
between Israel and a number of Arab 
states, the menorah was able to shine at 
the foot of the world’s tallest building, the 
Burj Khalifa in Dubai, the capital of the 
United Arab Emirates, as well as in the 
historic Jewish community of Morocco.

Even prior to the holiday’s beginning, 
much work was underway to bring 
Chanukah to every Jew possible. Young 
ambassadors were given menorah kits 
to distribute to their circle of friends and 
beyond, while hundreds of thousands 
of menorah kits were sent to people’s 
homes. A billboard seen by 80,000 
motorists in New Jersey reminded people 
of the positive message of the holiday.

Chanukah events were not limited to 
public menorah-lightings. Chabad 
utilized all kinds of events to spread the 
holiday’s message of light. For years, 
Chabad promoted Chanukah and its 
message with community car-menorah 
parades, and this year they were staged 
in hundreds of locations. Other events 
included virtual gatherings for military 
personnel, outdoor concerts for parked 
cars, a “Zoom Menorah” for those techies 
who understand such things, and good-
old fun at home—for which Chabad.org 
once again put together a printable PDF 
complete with activities, inspiration and 
holiday recipes.

Purim 2021
With Purim 2021 fast approaching, the 

Jewish people is renewing its commitment to 
a joyous holiday, once again finding innovative 
ways to safely participate inthe holiday’s four 
mitzvot: hearing the Megillah; giving to the 
poor; sending gifts of food to friends and 
neighbors; and participating in a seudah, a 
festive meal. Many Chabad centers are having 
multiple readings with limited attendance at 
each reading, as well as more outdoor readings 
than ever before.

Volunteers are spreading out around the world 
to deliver mishloach manot packages to the 
homebound and Chabad.org and Colel Chabad 
in Israel have partnered to distribute matanot 
l’evyonim (gifts to the poor) charity for those in 
need, many of whom will have less direct access 
to donors this holiday than they usually do, with 
door-to-door collecting largely curtailed.

And for those who are still isolated at home, 
Chabad.org has a specialPurim During Covid 
section that includes How to Celebrate Purim 
at Home, how toGive Matanot L’Evyonim 
Online,Purim Foods to Make (and Enjoy) at 
Home and holiday inspiration from the Rebbe 
onthe Rebbe on Purim page.

And for the first time, aspecial Purim PDF booklet, 
packed with uplifting inspiration, information 
and much more to enhance Purim at home is 
being widely shared with the intention that 
people print it and enjoy it over the holiday.

All in all, in a year defined by adversity presented 
by a worldwide pandemic, the Rebbe’s vision 
and teachings ensured that the light of Judaism 
shone forth through every holiday, as well as 
on every weekday and Shabbat, no matter the 
obstacles along the way.

“May G-d grant that just as in the days of 
Mordechai and Esther it turned out that ‘For 
the Jews,’” and with them the world, “‘there 
was light, joy, gladness, and honor,’ in the plain 
sense of these terms as well as in their inner 
meaning … ,” the Rebbe wrote in 1981, “so shall 
it be for us.”
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Moïse disparaît
 

La Torah consiste en cinq livres, subdivisés en 
54 « Parachas ». Ces livres sont communément 
appelés « Les Cinq Livres de Moïse ».

À première vue, ce nom ne semble pas utilisé avec 
exactitude. Il est vrai que c’est Moïse qui les transcrivit 
et aussi qu’il est le personnage central du récit. Mais 
n’est-ce pas la Torah de D.ieu ? Le Talmud s’interroge, 
dans la même veine, devant l’invective du prophète 
(Malachie 3, 22) : « Rappelle-toi la Torah de Moïse, 
Mon serviteur ». Serait-ce donc la Torah de Moïse ? Oui, 
ça l’est, affirme le Talmud, « parce qu’il lui a consacré sa 
vie, elle est appelée de son nom. »

Il n’est pas fait mention de Moïse dans le premier livre, 
Beréchit (la Genèse). Cela a du sens dans la mesure où 
il n’était pas encore né. Le nom « Moïse » n’apparaît 
que quelques fois dans le cinquième livre, Devarim 
(Deutéronome). Cela également se comprend : le 
livre de Devarim est un long discours de trente-sept 
jours que Moïse adresse au peuple d’Israël avant 
sa disparition. Tout au long des onze Parachas de 
Devarim, nous entendons sa voix : « À ce moment-là, 
D.ieu me dit... », « Et nous continuâmes notre voyage... 
» – (Ceci contraste avec le reste de la Torah qui est 
écrit à la troisième personne : « Et D.ieu parla à Moïse... 
», « Et Moïse monta sur la montagne...  », etc.)

Dans les trois autres livres, le nom « Moïse » apparaît 
de nombreuses fois dans chaque Paracha, souvent 
des douzaines de fois sur la même page. Dans chaque 
Paracha, à l’exception d’une seule : la section de 
Tetsavé (Exode 27, 20 - 30, 10) qui ne comporte pas la 
moindre mention du nom de Moïse.

Le commentaire sur la Torah du Baal Hatourim 
explique ce phénomène comme la conséquence de 
quelque chose que Moïse dit à D.ieu à la découverte 
de la faute du Veau d’Or. Quand le peuple d’Israël 
trahit son alliance avec D.ieu, tout juste quarante 
jours après avoir reçu la Torah au mont Sinaï, D.ieu 
dit à Moïse qu’Il avait l’intention de détruire la nation 
corrompue et d’édifier un nouveau et meilleur peuple 
à partir des descendants de Moïse. Moïse plaida et 
argumenta en faveur du peuple, et finalement s’écria 
à D.ieu : « Maintenant, si Tu pardonnes leur péché... 
Mais si Tu ne le fais pas, efface-moi du livre que Tu 
as écrit » (Exode 32, 32). C’est la raison pour laquelle, 
écrit le Baal Hatourim, le nom de Moïse est absent de 
la Paracha de Tetsavé.

Il reste néanmoins à comprendre un certain nombre 
de choses :

En fin de compte, bien sûr, D.ieu ne détruisit pas le 
peuple d’Israël et n’effaça pas le nom de Moïse de la 

Torah. Pourquoi donc fut-il omis dans Tétsavé ? Était-
ce là une sorte de punition ou de « retombée » de ses 
mots audacieux, ou bien y a-t-il un sens plus profond 
à leur réalisation partielle ?

Qu’essayait d’obtenir Moïse ? Était-ce une sorte de 
« menace » pour forcer la main de D.ieu ? En quoi 
l’effacement du nom de Moïse de la Torah pouvait-il 
permettre de sauver le peuple d’Israël ?

Pourquoi, de toutes les 54 Parachas de la Torah, est-
ce précisément celle de Tetsavé qui perd le nom de 
Moïse ? D’autant plus que le récit du péché d’Israël et 
de l’« ultimatum » de Moïse apparaît dans la Paracha 
suivante, celle de Ki Tissa !

Le Zohar parle de D.ieu, de la Torah et du peuple 
d’Israël comme « trois liens qui sont liés les uns dans 
les autres... chacun consistant en un niveau au-dessus 
d’un niveau, caché et révélé. »

Que sont ces niveaux « cachés » et « révélés » 
dont parle le Zohar ? Les Maîtres de la ‘Hassidout 
expliquent qu’il existe deux niveaux auxquels D.ieu, 
Israël et la Torah sont interconnectés. Au plan « 
révélé », la Torah est le lien entre D.ieu et Israël. D.ieu 
est infini et insondable, et nous sommes des êtres 
finis et mortels. Mais D.ieu nous a donné Sa Torah, 
décrétant qu’elle incarnerait Sa sagesse et Sa volonté. 
Lorsque nous étudions la Torah et accomplissons ses 
préceptes, nous nous connectons avec D.ieu.

À un niveau plus profond, toutefois, cette connexion 
s’opère dans l’autre sens : ce sont les âmes d’Israël 
qui lient la Torah à D.ieu. A ce niveau, l’âme est une 
étincelle de l’essence divine, et la Torah est le produit 
de cette unicité. D.ieu, comme Il est en Lui-même, 
est au-delà du fait de posséder une « sagesse » ou 
une « volonté ». Il les acquiert uniquement comme 
un moyen à travers lequel exprimer Sa relation 
intrinsèque avec nous.

En d’autres termes, au niveau « révélé », un peuple 
juif qui rejette la Torah, à D.ieu ne plaise, perd son lien 
avec D.ieu. Mais au niveau caché, c’est la Torah qui « a 
besoin » de nous pour être liée avec le Tout-Puissant.

(C’est pourquoi il y a des versets et des Midrachim 
qui décrivent le peuple juif comme les « enfants » de 
D.ieu : la relation d’un enfant avec ses parents dérive 
du fait qu’il est une extension de l’être de ses parents. 
À d’autres endroits, la Torah apparaît comme la source 
de notre lien, comme dans le Midrache qui décrit la 
Torah comme la « fille » de D.ieu et Israël comme le « 
gendre du Roi ».)

Nous pouvons dès lors comprendre ce que réalisa 
Moïse en insistant pour que D.ieu « efface son nom 
» de la Torah.

Le « nom » de la personne représente le moi qu’il 
présente au monde, au-delà duquel réside une identité 
plus profonde et plus essentielle qui transcende toute 
appellation et toute description. Ainsi nos Sages nous 
disent que « toute la Torah consiste en noms de D.ieu 
», c’est-à-dire la manière dont D.ieu Se fait connaître 
de nous.

Quand D.ieu dit à Moïse que la trahison d’Israël avait 
détruit son lien avec lui, Moïse comprit que cela 
signifiait que D.ieu se liait alors avec eux selon Son 
niveau de « nom », c’est-à-dire dans la dimension 
« révélée » de leur lien où la Torah est ce qui relie 
D.ieu et Israël. Il savait que pour sauver le peuple, il lui 
fallait évoquer la relation « cachée » avec D.ieu, le lien 
intrinsèque qu’aucune transgression ne peut ébranler. 
C’est pourquoi il dit à D.ieu : « Efface mon nom de la 
Torah. »

La Torah est ma vie, disait Moïse. Bien plus encore, c’est 
la substance de ma relation avec le peuple que j’aime 
: je suis leur maître, celui qui leur transmet Ta sagesse. 
Mais mon lien ultime avec eux est encore plus 
profond. Si profond que je désire oblitérer mon nom 
de la Torah, puisque tant que je définis mon rôle dans 
leur vie comme leur source de la Torah, leur abandon 
de la Torah signifiera que je ne suis plus lié à eux.

Les actes des Justes ont un effet intéressant sur D.ieu 
: ils le « forcent » à agir de la même façon. Les paroles 
de Moïse poussèrent D.ieu à, Lui aussi, endosser sa 
relation « cachée » et « sans nom » avec Son peuple 
; un lien qui transcende la Torah et est en réalité la 
source et la raison d’être de la Torah. (C’est pourquoi, 
en dernier ressort, Moïse ne sauva pas uniquement le 
peuple d’Israël – il sauva également la Torah.)

La Paracha de Tetsavé constitue ainsi un monument 
à la gloire de l’acte extraordinaire de Moïse et de 
ce qu’il accomplit. Car s’il est vrai que son nom est « 
absent » de la Paracha, son essence qui transcende 
l’appellation, l’imprègne d’autant plus. Cela apparaît 
dans la toute première phrase de Tetsavé qui rappelle 
les mots de D.ieu à Moïse : « Et toi, tu commanderas 
aux enfants d’Israël… » Dans le tout premier mot : 
veata, « et toi », Moïse est présent. Non par son nom, 
mais par ce pronom qui transcende le nom, « toi ».

Pourquoi Tetsavé ? Le 7 Adar – à la fois la date de 
la naissance et de la disparition de Moïse –tombe 
toujours à proximité de la semaine au cours de 
laquelle Tetsavé est lue dans le cycle annuel de 
lecture de la Torah. C’est donc la semaine la plus 
appropriée pour nous amener au « Toi » intrinsèque 
de Moïse.

FRENCH CONNECTION
REFLEXIONS SUR LA PARACHA

Vivre avec la paracha
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La Ropa
¿Cuán importante es la ropa en el 
judaísmo?
Por Eliezer Shemtov

Cuentan de un soldado del Czar que estaba parado 
en el sol guardando su puesto en la orilla del río. 
El sol no daba tregua y el soldado no aguantaba 

el calor del uniforme pesado.

Decidió aprovechar la calma y meterse en el río a 
refrescarse.

De repente escuchó el sonido de trompeta anunciando 
la llegada del Czar. No tuvo tiempo para vestirse y se 
paró en su puesto así como estaba, desnudo.

Cuando el carruaje del Czar pasó por el lugar, el Czar 
mandó parar el carro para averiguar por qué era que 
el soldado estaba parado ahí, vestido tal como llegó 
al mundo.

“¿Sabes el castigo que te corresponde por semejante 
falta de respeto?” preguntó el Czar.

“Su Majestad,” respondió el soldado, “¿Qué es lo que 
realmente necesita en el puesto, yo o mi ropa? ¡Yo 
estaba en mi puesto!”

¿Cuán importante es la ropa en el judaísmo?

Más allá del hecho de que muchos judíos están en 
el negocio de los “Shmates” (telas, ropa), el judaísmo 
tiene unas cuantas cosas para decir sobre el tema.

La lectura de esta semana, Tetzavé1 , habla de las ropas 
con las cuales los Kohanim debían vestirse durante la 
realización de los servicios en el Templo. Los Kohanim 
comunes usaban únicamente cuatro prendas (gorro, 
camisa, pantalones de lino blanco y cinturón hecho de 
una mezcla de lino con lana), mientras que el Kohen 
Gadol (Sumo Sacerdote) usaba ocho prendas en total, 
varias de las cuales fueron elaborados con hilos de 
lana blanca, roja, celeste y violeta, filamentos de oro y 
piedras preciosas.

Veamos algo sobre la ropa en general y dichos ropajes 
en particular.

Si bien es más importante ser que parecer, el parecer, 
también, es importante. La ropa que usamos expresa 
lo que pensamos que somos y cómo queremos que 
los demás nos vean.

La riqueza, la pobreza, la arrogancia y la humildad 
se notan en la ropa que uno usa. Según la ley judía 
uno debe vestirse con ropa que no esté en ninguno 
de los extremos. Debemos usar ropa digna que no 
nos resalte ni nos rebaje demasiado; “perfil bajo”. La 

ropa tradicional que se usa es para taparse y no para 
mostrarse.

Cada cosa en el mundo tiene su envoltorio o cáscara 
particular; el huevo tiene el suyo y la naranja, la suya. 
Cada envoltorio tiene las características particulares 
necesarias para su función. Para envolver comida se 
usa plástico y no algodón o lana. El hombre, en cambio, 
se viste en ropas de fibras naturales que “respiran” y 
no en film de plástico.

Cada estilo de ropa irradia una imagen y energía 
diferente. No es el mismo sentimiento que provoca ver 
a alguien vestido en Talit y Tefilín que el que provoca 
ver a alguien vestido en ropa de cirujano. No es lo 
mismo la ropa de un policía que la de un deportista. 
Cada estilo de ropa transmite un mensaje diferente. La 
ropa típicamente judía tiene como objetivo apuntar 
hacia la humildad y la dignidad.

Ropa espiritual
De acuerdo a las enseñanzas jasídicas2 , el alma 
también tiene su “ropa”: el pensamiento, el habla 
y la acción. Son los canales por medio de los cuales 
nos expresamos e interactuamos con el mundo que 
nos rodea. La humildad y la dignidad se expresan no 
sólo por medio de la ropa física; se expresan también 
- y quizás principalmente - por medio de la ropa 
espiritual, o sea la conducta.

Aunque pareciera que la ropa espiritual es algo 
superficial si la comparamos con las ideas y 
sentimientos y por lo tanto no tan importante, el 
jasidismo señala que es justamente por medio de la 
“ropa” espiritual, el pensamiento, el habla y la acción 
que uno se conecta con D-os más que lo que es 
posible por medio del intelecto y las emociones, los 
poderes internos del alma.

Este concepto se entiende muy fácilmente. Imaginate 
alguien que dice querer a su esposa pero no hace nada 
de lo que ella quiere. Puede ser que el amor hacia ella 
sea profundo y genuino, pero la conexión con ella se 
logra únicamente por medio del comportamiento, 
por más externo y superficial que pueda parecer. Lo 
mismo ocurre en nuestra relación con D-os. Hacer 
lo que Él quiere nos conecta más que quererlo sin 
hacerle caso…

Ropa blanca y dorada
La Torá3 encomienda que en el día de Iom Kipur los 
servicios en el Templo deben realizarse por medio del 
Kohen Gadol. Una de las especificaciones es que los 
servicios que realiza fuera del Kódesh Hakodashim 
(Sancta Santorum) los realice vestido con todo su 
ropaje, incluyendo las prendas que contenían oro, 
mientras que los servicios realizados en el Kódesh 

Hakodashim debían ser realizados mientras vestía 
únicamente las prendas blancas.

¿A qué se debe esta diferencia?

Una de las explicaciones:

La entrada al Kódesh Hakodashim únicamente en Iom 
Kipur representa la conexión más íntima y sincera 
con D-os. Ahí uno se despoja de sus cualidades, 
reconociendo sus limitaciones. Expresa una conexión 
esencial que trasciende a cualquier cualidad especial 
que puede llegar a tener.

Cuando sale de ahí y vuelve a insertarse en el mundo 
más terrenal, debe sí reconocer y utilizar los dones que 
D-os le dio para conquistar al mundo que lo rodea… 
Se viste con las ropas doradas; no es momento para 
ignorar las cualidades que tiene sino de aprovecharlas.

La ausencia de Moshé
La lectura de esta semana tiene la particularidad 
de ser la única semana - desde la semana en la que 
leímos sobre su nacimiento hasta el final del libro de 
Números4 - que no se menciona el nombre de Moshé.

No hay casualidades en general y menos en la Torá. ¿A 
qué se debe dicha ocurrencia?

Explica en el libro Meor Einaim5 que esta lectura 
coincide generalmente con la semana en la que cae 
el 7 de Adar, aniversario del fallecimiento de Moshé. 
Siendo que las lecturas están vinculadas con los 
acontecimientos que suceden en las fechas cuando se 
leen, el fallecimiento de Moshé está insinuado por el 
hecho de que su nombre no figura.

La pregunta es: sabemos que Moshé también nació 
el 7 de Adar. ¿Dónde, entonces, está insinuado su 
nacimiento?

La respuesta es que siendo que a un niño judío se 
le pone el nombre recién en el Brit, a los ocho días 
de su nacimiento, resulta que la primera semana 
está el niño sin nombre. Y efectivamente, la primera 
palabra de la lectura es Veatá, que quiere decir “y tú”, 
refiriéndose a Moshé, sin su nombre.

Dice el Zohar: “El Tzadik que fallece se encuentra en el 
mundo más que lo que se encontraba durante su vida”. 
Despojado de su cuerpo, se libera de las limitaciones 
del mismo y la esencia de su presencia trasciende la 
descriptible por un nombre. Está, sin el nombre.

El 7 de Adar, que conmemora tanto el nacimiento 
como el fallecimiento de Moshé, implica, en esencia, 
una conmemoración de su presencia en el mundo de 
una manera superior a la que hubo cuando estaba 
físicamente.

LATIN L INK
REFLEXION SEMANAL
Parasha de la Semana
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IN  A WOMAN’S WORLD
ISSUES OF RELEVANCE TO THE JEWISH WOMAN

Women’s Mikvah:
Please call Mrs. Devorah Failer for an 

appointment: 305-866 1492 or 
305-323-2410

Please Note: Shabbos & Yom Tov visits must be Prepaid

The Shul Sisterhood
 

Who we are...
The Shul Sisterhood organizes all of The Shul’s programming and 
classes geared toward women in the community. Our objective 
is to bring women of all ages and backgrounds together to learn, 
laugh, experience, and rejuvenate their mind, body and soul. 

Meet new friends,
relax and get inspired!

  If you would like to be a part of The Shul Sisterhood, 
please call 305. 868.1411

CHOCOLATE PARMESAN CROISSANT PANINI
By Jaimie Geller

INGREDIENTS

2 baguettes or plain butter croissants 

¼ cup bittersweet chocolate, finely chopped

 ¼ cup parmesan cheese 

PREPARATION
1. Slice baguette or croissant in half. 

2. Sprinkle chocolate and Parmesan on bread. 

3. Place sandwich in panini press, sandwich maker or toaster oven for 5-7 
minutes, until chocolate and Parmesan melt. 

4. Serve immediately. 

WEEKLY CLASSES

PLEASE CHECK 
OUR VIRTUAL CLASS SCHEDULE FOR 
ALL THE SHUL CLASSES THAT ARE 

HAPPENING 
USING THE ZOOM APP /  ONLINE 

DURING THIS  T IME.

HTTPS://ZOOM. US/J/6457054016
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NETWORKING
EFFECTIVE ADVERTISING

NIKOLAS ITALY 
CUSTOM CLOTHIER

COMING TO MIAMI & SURFSIDE

NikolasItaly                443-204-9128          NikolasItaly.com 

“THE DETAILS MAKE THE DIFFERENCE”

Custom 2-Piece Suits Starting At $660

3 Days Only! 
January 31st - February 2nd
Message To Schedule Fitting

PLEASE READ ONLY 
AFTER SHABBOS

 PAID ADVERTISEMENTS DO NOT CONSTITUTE ENDORSEMENTS BY ANY RABBIS OR THE SHUL. THE SHUL RESERVES THE RIGHT TO ACCEPT OR REJECT ANY AD SUBMITTED.

M I A M I  B E A C H

DIRECT OCEAN FRONT PENTHOUSE

4700/SF, TERRACE - 6000/SF, 
CEILING 10’ 

SHABBOS ELEVATOR

$3m

LEON WEINSCHNEIDER
305.812.1090

LUXURY LIVING LISTINGS REAL ESTATE

SEE YOUR AD HERE
VISIT

WWW.THESHUL.ORG/FORM/ADV
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Rabbi Sholom D. Lipskar
Lazer Milstein
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9540 W. BAY HARBOR DR. BAY HARBOR ISLANDS, FL 33154 • INFO@ALTAIRBAYHARBOR.COM
Located on the Kane Concourse and Bay Harbor Waterway. Less than one mile from Surfside.

Tastefully furnished and fully curated by renowned Interiors by Steven G., 
The Altair brings it all into reach with impeccably appointed, fully furnished 
condominium/hotel suites on the Kane Concourse and Bay Harbor Waterway.

OUR SALES OFFICE IS NOW OPEN, 
SCHEDULE A TOUR 786.535.1500 
INFO@ALTAIRBAYHARBOR.COM

5-STAR KOSHER RESTAURANT & IN-ROOM DINING • ROOFTOP POOL • GYM • SHABBOS ELEVATOR

    ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING THE REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER. FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS, MAKE 

REFERENCE TO THIS BROCHURE AND TO THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY SECTION 718.503, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO BE FURNISHED BY A DEVELOPER TO A BUYER OR LESSEE.

This is not intended to be an offer to sell, or solicitation to buy, condominium units to residents of any jurisdiction where prohibited by law, and your eligibility for purchase will 
depend upon your state of residency. This offering is made only by the prospectus for the condominium and no statement should be relied upon if not made in the prospectus.

STUDIOS, 1 AND 2 BEDROOMS AVAILABLE FROM $299,000 - $1,299,000
CONDO/HOTEL RESIDENCES ARE AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE RESIDENT OCCUPANCY

 PAID ADVERTISEMENTS DO NOT CONSTITUTE ENDORSEMENTS BY ANY RABBIS OR THE SHUL. THE SHUL RESERVES THE RIGHT TO ACCEPT OR REJECT ANY AD SUBMITTED.

PLEASE READ ONLY 
AFTER SHABBOS




