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QUOTABLE QUOTE
In material matters one should always 

look at he whose situation is lower than 
one’s own, and thank the good G-d for His 
kindness to him. In spiritual matters one 

should always look at he who is higher than 
oneself, and plead with G-d to grant him the 

intelligence to learn from the other, and 
the ability and strength to rise higher.

– Hayom Yom, Cheshvan 24
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As we go into 
the third book 
of the Torah, 

Vayikrah, dealing with 
the offerings that the 
Jewish people were 
obligated to bring under 
various circumstances, 
we enter a part of the 
Torah that defies much 
rationalization. 

There are many questions that baffle the mind when 
it comes to the offerings, including the extraordinary 
detail relating to the instructions for each type of 
offering i.e. which part must be burned and which 
part can be eaten, the location of the parts of the 
sacrifice on the altar for various types of sacrifices, 
and the various conditions under which a person is 
obligated to bring a particular offering or in some 
instances bring an offering as an expression of 
gratitude.

Though the specifics of these commandments 
have no real storyline or any events of interest or 
excitement, it is precisely this part of the Torah 
that we begin to study with a child as we introduce 
him to the study of Torah.  It is because the purity 
of acceptance of these concepts is similar to the 
purity and total acceptance of a child’s attitude and 
relationship to G-d and the Torah. It is an acceptance 
of a lifestyle that transcends simple logic and the 
human limited perception of life and its meaning.

We are now in the second week of a total 
transformational relationship to our general lifestyle 
and priorities.  Our information bank and source of 
knowledge does not encompass any understanding 
of what is going on and we cannot even plan for 
our immediate future.  It is literally living one day 

at a time and hoping for some breakthrough when 
G-d will bring us back to a sense of normalcy.  At 
this time, the only thing certain in our lives is our 
relationship with Almighty G-d and the necessity to 
follow His directives in any way that we can. 

There are more prayers, psalms, Torah study, act 
of kindness and loving thoughts being expressed 
today than anytime that I can remember.  We are 
thrilled to say hello to our loved ones at 6 feet away 
and have a complete smile on our faces knowing 
that we love and feel close and safe with each other. 

As we entered the month of Nissan, the month of 
Miracles, we recognize that every moment of life is 
a miracle.  As the Holy Baal Shemtov taught that 
the difference between nature and a miracle is the 
second time it happens. The first time everything is 
a miracle and as we contemplate our inner thoughts, 
we recognize that waking up every morning healthy 
and well and having our basic necessities met is 
really a gift from Almighty G-d. 

As we enter into this next Shabbos in our homes 
with our closest beloved family, let us rejoice with 
gratitude and prayer that we are closer to Moshiach 
than ever before, and we are given the opportunity to 
realign and recalibrate our objectives and priorities 
to reach the highest levels.

Have a wonderful Shabbos and a healthy positive 
week.

Rabbi Sholom Lipskar

THOUGHTS ON THE PARSHA 
 FROM RABBI  SHOLOM LIPSKAR

SHABBOS VAYIKRAH
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Teen Boys

Grades: 9th - 12th

10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Sephardic Shul

Zalmen Rosenfeld
Davening With Dad

Grades: 7th - 8th

10:30 am - 12:00 pm

Montessori 3

Menashe New
Pre-Tween Boys

Grades: 5 - 6

10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Haime Library

Mendel Shur
Youth Boys
Grades: 1 - 4

10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Montessori 3

Chayale Lipskar
Tween Girls

Grades: 6 - 8

10:30 am - 12:00 pm

Back Office

Sara Fraida Katan
Pre Tween Girls

Grades:  4 - 5

10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Montessori 1

Chaya Mushaka 
Lipskar

Aleph Wonder Girls

Grades: 1 - 3
10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Montessori 2

Morah Malkie’s 
Tot Shabbat

Ages: 0 - 3
11:00 am - 12:00 pm

Back of Women’s 
Section

Kaylee Andrusier
Teen Girls

Grades: 9th - 10th

10:30 am - 12:00 pm

Teen Girls Room

Tanya Andrusier
Tot Shabbat 2

Pre1 - K
10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Back of Women’s 
section

PARSHA IN PICTURES
Test your Parsha knowledge. Can you tell the story of the Parsha using the pictures  below

CELEBRATING SHABBOS WITH OUR YOUTH
EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR AN “OVER THE TOP” SHABBOS EXPERIENCE

NO YOUTH PROGRAMS THIS  WEEK
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KIDDUSH THIS WEEK: 
Kiddush this week is available for sponsorship.

SHALOSH SEUDOS THIS WEEK: 
Shalosh Seudos this week is available for 

sponsorship.

KIDDUSHIM AT THE SHUL
Please help us to provide our weekly Shabbos Kiddush and 
Shalosh Seudos by becoming a sponsor. Or join the Kiddush 

Bank by becoming a Partner ($770 annually ) 
or Patron ($360 anually)

Next Week:          Shabbos Parshas Tzav- Shabbos Hagadol
Candle Lighting     7:20 p.m.
Mincha     7:20 p.m.

Eruv Information 
We would like to emphasize that every Erev Shabbos, individuals should call the Eruv Hotline to make sure

 that the Eruv is operational. The number to call is 305- 866-ERUV (3788). 
The Eruv message is recorded approximately two hours prior to candle lighting. Surfside: 

The Eruv in Surfside now includes the walking paths along the beach.  Pushing strollers and  
carrying is permitted on the paths, but not beyond the path or onto the beach.   

Bal Harbour: The Eruv in Bal Harbour included the inner (western) walking path only. The pier at Haulover Cut is not included.
 

To pay your annual dues visit: www.miamibeacheruv.com

CELEBRATING SHABBOS 
EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR AN “OVER THE TOP” SHABBOS EXPERIENCE

SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Candle lighting     7:17 p.m. 
Mincha  / Kabbalas Shabbos   7:20 p.m.

Shabbos Day Hashkama Minyan  7:15 a.m.
Tanya / Hayom  Yom   8:50 a.m.
Shacharis (Morning Services)  9:00 a.m.
Children’s Programs                      10:00 a.m.
Upstairs Minyan                10:30 a.m.
Kiddush                 12:00 p.m.
Daf Yomi     6:00 p.m.
Men’s Shiur    6:00 p.m.
Women’s Shiur    6:00 p.m.
Shalosh Seudos for Boys    6:00 p.m.
Mincha      7:00 p.m.
Shabbos Ends / Ma’ariv & Havdalah            8:10 p.m.
Weekly Video of The Rebbe

Sephardic Minyan Friday Evening 
Mincha / Kabbalat Shabbat  7:00 p.m.

Shabbat Day Shacharit    9:00 a.m.
Mincha       7:00 p.m.
Shabbos Ends / Ma’ariv & Havdalah            8:10 p.m.

 

The following dates are available for sponsorship:

        Kiddush                         Shalosh Seudos   
   March  14, 28                            March 14, 21, 28                                           

 
If you wish to become a sponsor, please speak with Milena

at 305-868-1411 ext 328 or email milena@theshul.org               

THE SHUL IS  CLOSED TEMPORARILY.

 THERE WILL BE NO MINYANIM THIS  SHABBOS AT THE SHUL
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3 Nissan Mrs. Judith Adouth
3 Nissan Mr. Nelson Berman
3 Nissan Mr. Jacob J. Givner
3 Nissan Mr. Gary Retelny
3 Nissan Ms. Judie Weinbach
4 Nissan Ms. Ludivine De Vitton
4 Nissan Mr. Larry Dekelbaum
4 Nissan Mrs. Bahee Salver
4 Nissan Mr. Jonathan Sher
5 Nissan Ms. Michal Dror
5 Nissan Ms. Maxime Dunn
5 Nissan Mr. Michael Freund
5 Nissan Ms. Blima Weinschneider
6 Nissan Mrs. Esther Davit
6 Nissan Mrs. Ravit Feldman
7 Nissan Mr. Gideon Azari
7 Nissan Mr. Scott Cohn
7 Nissan Dr. Ronald Dozoretz
7 Nissan Mr. David Egozi
7 Nissan Mr. Avi Schottenstein
8 Nissan Ms. Olga Victoria Benacerraf Rodriguez
8 Nissan Mrs. Rina Maimon
8 Nissan Mr. Rummi Neuwirth
9 Nissan Ms. Lea Josephson
9 Nissan Mrs. Lilla Sher
9 Nissan Mr. Eric Stein
9 Nissan Ms. Rachelli Tuchman

BIRTHDAYS

 KID’S  BIRTHDAYS

YAHRTZEITS

3 Nissan Chava Gewirtz
3 Nissan Moses Goldfarb
6 Nissan Benjamin Hakmon
6 Nissan Rivka Ginsburg
7 Nissan Emmanuelle Zohara Friedman
8 Nissan Eric Sher
9 Nissan Kayla Stern
9 Nissan Moshe Eliyohu Cohen
9 Nissan Solomon Seewald
9 Nissan Yisroel Tzvi Tevardovitz

5 Nissan Fruma Esther bas Yaakov HaCohen obm
  Mother of Mr. Edward E. Kopelman
6 Nissan Moshe Chaim ben Yidel obm
  Father of Ms. Marilyn Cohen
6 Nissan Yisroel ben Chaim obm
  Father of Mrs. Rosita Zelcer
6 Nissan Shraga Faivel ben Dovber obm
  Father of Rabbi Berel Zisman
6 Nissan Menachem Mendel ben Sholom obm
  Father of Mr. Mordechai Gottlieb
7 Nissan Susan Jane obm
  Sister of Mr. Richard Moore
8 Nissan Eliezer ben David obm
  Father of Mrs. Jacqueline Slomianski
9 Nissan Chaya Rochel Leah obm
  Mother of Mr. Mayer Rivkin
  Aunt of Rebbetzin Chani Lipskar
9 Nissan Simcha bas Moshe obm
  Mother of Dr. Samuel Davit
9 Nissan Shaindel Faige bas Nechemyah obm
  Mother of Mr. Mario Cytrynbaum

ANNIVERSARIES
Mr. & Mrs. Albert David & Erica Lichy
Mr. & Mrs. Shmuel & Racheli Friedman
Rabbi & Mrs. Yehuda & Raizel Marrus
Mr. & Mrs. Simpson & Deborah Gardyn

COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS
SHARING WITH YOUR SHUL FAMILY
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REFUAH SHLEIMAH
If you have a health update on anyone listed please contact The Shul. We would like to 

keep the listing current and remove names of people who have recovered.

NISSAN LIGHT & POWER
Light & Power and Wine for Kiddush & 

Havdalah for the month of Nissan is Kindly 
Sponsored by

Mr. Daniel Shapiro

“In honor of my dear Father,
Dov ben Yaacov”

  “Those who establish Synagogues for prayer and those who come there to 
pray, those who provide lights for illumination, wine and grape juice for kiddush 

and havdalah, food for the wayfarers and charity for the needy, and all those 
who occupy themselves faithfully with communal affairs - may The Holy One, 
blessed be He, give them their reward, remove them from all sicknesses, heal 
their entire body, pardon all their sins, and send blessing and success to all 

their endeavors, together with all Israel their brethren; and let us say Amen.”

THANKS TO OUR DONORS
We sincerely thank the following members and supporters of The Shul 

for donations received between 03/17/20 and 03/23/20
We apologize for any errors or omissions that we may have made.

MEN
Yehonatan HaLevi ben Malka
Eliezer ben Sarah
Aharon ben Beylah
Meyer Eliezer ben Sarah
Menachem Mendel ben Sara
Yehoshua ben Tamara
Isaac Gilbert ben Nelly Esther
Bentzion ben Nomi Rachel 
Margalite
Eber Avraham ben Fruma 
Esther
Shlomo Yaakov ben Chaya 
Sarah Rochel
Chaim Zelig Ben Eidel
Ari ben Na’ama
Tzvi Yitzchak ben Chaya
Aryeh Leib ben Sura Henya
Rafael Maya ben Sol
Chaim Tzvi Hirsch ben Guttel

WOMEN
Esther Yocheved bas Raizel 
Bracha
Shima Leah bas Gittel
Sarah Libke bas Baile
Chana Bayla bas Masha
Rina Chaya Miriam bas Leah 
Bracha
Genya Baila bas Gisela
Sonia Simcha bat Sultana
Tzipora Pnina bas Slava
Feige bas Krandel
Tziporah Pnina bas Slava
Chaya Miriam Yehudit bat 
Chava
Clara bat Corina
Rivka bat Shoshana
Miriam bat Risha Raizel
Chava bas Elka Menucha
Miriam Leah bas Helen

COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS
SHARING WITH YOUR SHUL FAMILY

COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD
Dearest Community Family,

While our offices are currently closed, the Shul 
Shluchim and Staff are always here for you. We are 
frequently checking emails and remain available by 
phone, if there is anything we can do to assist you.

Please feel free to call The Shul at (305) 868-1411 ext. 
311 (calls are being forwarded to home numbers) 

or send an email to info@theshul.org and we will be 
happy to assist you or relay your messages to Rabbi 
and Rebbetzin Lipskar, or relevant department. For 

regular updates, please check our website 
www.TheShul.org.

 
Whatever the need, we will make every effort to 

assist you where possible.
 

In the meantime, please take the recommendations 
of the health authorities very seriously. The best 
way to stop the spread is to stay home and avoid 

exposing yourself and others to contagion as much 
as possible, especially those who are at greater risk. 

 
You can socialize online by joining one of our daily 
classes - the full schedule is under the Education 
menu. If you would like to join, please download 

the Zoom app from the Apple App Store or Android. 
Once downloaded on your phone or computer, you 

can join the class by using this link: 
https://zoom.us/j/6457054016

With very best wishes,
 

The Shul Shluchim and Staff

Mr. & Mrs. Jackie Abraham
Mr. & Mrs. Yankie Andrusier
Anonymous
Mrs. Estela Berry
Mrs. Sarah Libke Caplin
Mr. & Mrs. Simon Falic
Rabbi & Mrs. Shaya Farkash
Mr. Abraham Hakimi
Mr. Daniel Hamou
Mr. & Mrs. Shaya 
Klein-Weberman
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Lekach
Rabbi & Mrs. Aaron Lipskar

Rabbi & Mrs. Zalman Lipskar
Mr. & Mrs. Eliezer Nerenberg
Rabbi & Mrs. Moshe 
Schneider
Mrs. Sulamita Simkovicius
Rabbi & Mrs. Shmuel 
Tevardovitz
Mrs. Catherine Weiser
Ms. Edna Pena Werta
Rabbi & Mrs. Yaakov 
Wrightman
Mr. G. Yachad
Mr. & Mrs. Adam Ziefer
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A TIME TO PRAY
DAVENING SCHEDULES AND LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT THE WEEK

EVENING KOLEL SCHEDULE -  MONDAY AND THURSDAY 8:45 -9:30 PM
Mon & Thurs 8:45 - 10:00 pm Evening Community Kolel Chavrusah

DAILY LEARNING SCHEDULE AT THE SHUL -  ALL LEARNING IS  BEING DONE 
VIRTUALLY. PLEASE CHECK THE "DAILY VIRTUAL SCHEDULE" FOR UPDATED 

TIMES, TOPICS AND CLASSES.
6:20 -6:50 am The Rebbe’s Maamorim Chassidic Discourse R’ Zalman Lipskar

7:45 am Daf Yomi R’ Dov Schochet
10:15 - 11:00 am Maamorim Maamor of the Rebbe R’ Shea Rubinstein

DAILY CHUMASH & TANYA AFTER EVERY MINYAN

SHACHARIS MINYANIM (MON -  FRI)
Main Minyan 6:50 7:30 9:00

Sephardic Minyan 7:45

SUNDAY SHACHARIS MINYANIM
Main Minyan 8:00 am 9:00 am

Sephardic Minyan 8:00 am

To our beloved Soldiers in the Israeli Defense 
Forces, courageously protecting and defending 

Eretz Yisroel.  We pray for you and all of the 
soldiers safety and well being daily.

Menachem Mendel ben Chaya Leah
Daniella Malka bat Natanya

Menachem Mendel ben Aurit
Eden Chana bat Karine Cecile

Benyamin Aharon ben Jeniya Gila Rut

If anyone would like to send us the name of a soldier in the IDF 
we would love to add them. 

HALACHIC TIMES
BASED ON TIMES FOR APRIL 1

Alot Hashachar / Dawn                    5:58 am
Earliest Talit & Tefillin                     6:30 am
Netz Hachamah / Sunrise                7:11 am
(Earliest Amidah)
Latest Shema                                  10:16 am
Zman Tfillah                                   11:18 am
Chatzot / Midday                              1:24 pm
Earliest Mincha                                 1:56 pm
Plag HaMincha                                  6:23 pm
Shekiah / Sunset                               7:38 pm
(Preferable latest time for Mincha)
Tzeit Hakochavim / Nightfall           8:01 pm
(Earliest preferable Ma’ariv)

Times taken from www.chabad.org
Please note that during the week times may 
Vary by a minute or two. 

MINCHA  /  MAARIV MINYANIM (MON -  THURS)
Main Minyan 2:00 pm Early Mincha 7:20 pm 10:00 pm

Sephardic Minyan 7:20 pm Following

SUNDAY MINCHA /
MAARIV MINYANIM

Main Minyan 7:20 pm

CURRENTLY THERE ARE NOT MINYANIM AT THE SHUL
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DAILY STUDY
A COMPLETE GUIDE TO ALL CLASSES AND COURSES OFFERED AT THE SHUL

DAILY CLASSES

The Rebbes’ Maamorim 6:20 - 6:50 am
PHL 101 PHL-301 PHL-501 Rabbi Z. Lipskar
(Men Only)

Daf Yomi    7:45 - 8:45 am
TXT-220 Rabbi  Dov Schochet
(Men Only)

Chassisdic Discourses 10:15 - 11:00 am
 PHL-322   PHL-510 Rabbi Shea Rubinstien
(Men Only)

Community Kollel (Men) 8:00 - 9:30 pm
(Monday & Thursday) LAW-154
(Men Only)

SUNDAY

Daf Yomi   9:00 am
TXT 220  Rabbi Dov Schochet
(Men Only)

Tanya - Sichos    8:00 - 10:00 pm
PHL-322 Rabbi  Shlomo Haltzband
(Men Only)

MONDAY

In Depth Chumash 1:30 pm
TXT-110  Rabbi Dov Schochet
(Men and Women)

Insights to our Torah Portion 
(Spanish)   8:45 - 9:45 pm
PHL-120 Rabbi Shea Rubinstien
(Men and Women)

Women’s Study Group 8:30 - 10:00 pm
TXT-110  Rebbetzin Chani Lipskar
At the home of:  PLEASE CALL THE SHUL 
FOR DETAILS

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

Purposeful Prayer 11:00am - 12:00 pm
TXT-101 - Rabbi Shea Rubinstein
(Men and Women)

Tanya Class In Spanish ( Women)  
10:45 am - 12:00pm
PHL-120 Mrs. Vivian Perez          
198 Park Drive, Bal Harbour Village

Senior Torah Academy 12:00 - 1:00 pm
Pirkei Avot  ETH-101  Rabbi Dov Schochet
(Men and Women)

Parsha  (Men & Women)
11:15 am - 12:00 pm
TXT-501  Rabbi Shea Rubinstien

Senior Torah Academy   (Men & Women)
12:00 - 1:00 pm
TXT-120   Rabbi Dov Schochet
(Main  Sanctuary) Book of Judges - Years 2780 -2835

Women’s Tanya Class (Spanish)   
11:00 am - 12:00 pm
PHL-320 Mrs. Vivian Perez 
Call Vivian for details - 305.213.3202  

Megillot - Men and Women   8:45 -9:30am
TXT 121 Studies in the five Megillot
Rabbi Dov Schochet
Women’s Torah Class 10:00 - 11:30 am
TXT-110  Rebbetzin Chani Lipskar 
Chassidic Discourses   (Men & Women)
11:30 - 12:30 pm
PHL-320  PHL-501  Rabbi Sholom D. Lipskar 
or Rabbi Zalman Lipskar
Tanya Class - English   1:15 - 3:00 pm
PHL-120 Mrs. Vivian Perez
198 Park Drive, Bal Harbour Village
Spanish Kolel - Chassidus   8:00 - 10:00 pm
PHL-301  Rabbi  Shlomo Haltzband - (Men only)

HTTPS://ZOOM.US/ 6457054016
ALL OUR CLASSES ARE HAPPENING "VIRTUALLY"ALL OUR CLASSES ARE HAPPENING "VIRTUALLY"

PLEASE DOWNLOAD THE ZOOM APP FROM APPLE STORE OR PLEASE DOWNLOAD THE ZOOM APP FROM APPLE STORE OR 
ANDRIOD AND JOIN OUR CLASSES. UPDATED CLASS SCHEDULES ANDRIOD AND JOIN OUR CLASSES. UPDATED CLASS SCHEDULES 

ARE EMAILED OUT DAILYARE EMAILED OUT DAILY
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Shabbat, 3 Nissan
Returning Spiritually Robbed Goods
[G-d told Moses that if a robber wishes 
to atone for his sin by offering up a guilt-
offering,] he must [first] return the article 
that he had robbed. Leviticus 5:23
Spiritually, “robbed articles” are anything 
that we, by sinning, have “robbed” from G-d 
and given over to the forces of evil, whether 
a physical object, a moment in time, or 
human potential.

Our task in life is to return the world’s 
robbed entities to their rightful owner, i.e., 
to reorient everything that has been given 
over to the cause of evil toward Divinity, 
beginning with whatever we ourselves have 
“robbed” from G-d through our misdeeds. 
This is the essence of repentance: restoring 
the world to its natural, Divine state. 
Through repentance, it is further possible 
for us to reach even greater heights than we 
had attained before sinning.

Sunday, 4 Nissan
The Eternal, Inner Flame
[G-d told Moses that a sacrifice 
is still valid if it is placed on the 
Altar at night,] for the fire of the 
Altar must burn on it [throughout 
the night]. Leviticus 6:2

The Altar fire that was kept 
burning throughout the night was 
kindled during the day.

The Altar alludes to the Jewish 
heart. Even when we find 
ourselves in situations of spiritual 
darkness, we must keep the Divine 
fire of enthusiasm for G-d, His 
Torah, and His commandments, 
always burning in our hearts.

DAILY WISDOM
Inspiring insights on the 

Monday, 5 Nissan 

Channeling the Inner High Priest
The priest from among [Aaron’s] sons who is anointed [as 
high priest] must offer up [this grain-offering]. Leviticus 6:15

Our inner “high priest” is the innermost aspect and core of our soul, 
which is permanently bound to G-d. This aspect of our soul is that part of 
us that refuses to participate in any act that is a denial of our connection 
with G-d.

The classic example of something that disconnects us from G-d is 
idolatry. But really, any violation of G-d’s will can be considered a form 
of idolatry, for when we violate G-d’s will we are serving something 
other than G-d (whether it be money, fame, pleasure, or despair). If we 
would only realize this fact, nothing could entice us away from fulfilling 
G-d’s will – whether by dwelling on unholy or depressing thoughts, 
by speaking unholy or insensitive words, or by performing unholy or 
destructive actions.

In this context, our personal “high-priestly” grain-offering is the 
meditative contemplation through which we channel the innermost core 
of our souls. Like the high priest’s offering, drawing upon the power of 
this core is necessary both in the figurative “morning,” i.e., when we feel 
enlightened and inspired, in order to ensure that we channel our energy 
in accordance with G-d’s will, and in the figurative “evening,” i.e., when 
we feel confused or uninspired, in order to ensure that we resist the 
temptation to go against what we know we should be doing.

Tuesday, 6 Nissan 

Always Being Thankful
[G-d told Moses,] “You must offer up salt on all your sacrifices.” Leviticus 
2:13

In the Messianic era, communal sacrifices will continue to be offered up, but there 
will no longer be personal sacrifices. The sole exception will be the thanksgiving-
offering. Similarly, we are taught that in the Messianic era, all forms of prayer will 
cease except for prayers of thanksgiving.

The purpose of personal sacrifices (other than the thanksgiving-offering) is to 
orient our animal soul toward Divinity. Once the process of atonement will have 
been completed – and we will no longer have the desire to sin – these types of 
sacrifices will become obsolete. Only the thanksgiving-offering will remain, for 
its function is to express our acknowledgement of our dependence upon G-d, and 
this will continue to be the case.
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Wednesday, 7 Nissan

The Purpose of the Priest
Moses said to the community: “This procedure is what G-d 
commanded [me] to do.” Leviticus 8:5

Aaron and his son were installed into the priesthood through two types 
of offerings: specific sacrifices that Moses offered up on their behalf 
every day for a full week when the Tabernacle was first erected, and 
a grain-offering that every priest was required to offer up on the first 
day of his service (and which the high priest was required to offer up 
twice every day). The purpose of these sacrifices was to awaken within 
Aaron and his sons the qualities that would enable them to act as 
the Jewish people’s representatives before G-d, whether by securing 
atonement for their misdeeds or by raising them to higher levels of 
Divine consciousness.

Every one of us has the inner power to not only overcome spiritual 
darkness but to transform it into light. But this inner power is not 
always readily available to us, for various reasons. We must therefore 
seek out individuals who are steeped in the Torah and further along the 
path of spiritual refinement than we are, so we can benefit from their 
inspiration and guidance. At the same time, we must also develop our 
inner “priest,” both in order to transform our own inner darkness into 
light, as well as to help others do the same for themselves.

Thursday, 8 Nissan
 
Study vs. Action
[Moses] brought forth the ascent-ram. Leviticus 8:18

The sages teach us that, in the absence of the holy Temple, 
someone who studies the laws of a given sacrifice is 
considered as if he had offered it up. But if the study of the 
laws of a sacrifice accomplishes the same thing as offering 
it up, why should we bother with the sacrifice itself, even 
when the Temple will be rebuilt?

The difference between the “virtual” sacrifice and the actual 
one is their effect on the world. While a sacrifice “offered 
up” by studying its laws elevates the person, it does not 
elevate the world around him. Only the physical sacrifice, 
which includes all aspects of creation – human, animal, 
vegetable, and mineral – elevates the world at large.

Thus, we should always seek a practical, tangible way to 
apply the spiritual inspiration or insight we garner, in order 
for it to affect and elevate not merely ourselves, but the 
entire world.

Friday, 9 Nissan 
The Inner Sacrificial Altar
Moses took [specific parts of the 
slaughtered sacrifices] from the 
hands [of Aaron and his sons] 
and burned them up on the Altar. 
Leviticus 8:28
The procedures for the sacrifices all allude 
to inner, psychological processes that we 
must undergo in order to draw close to G-d. 
(As mentioned above, the Hebrew word 
for “sacrifice” [korban] means “drawing 
close.”)

Slaughtering the animal alludes to how we 
slaughter – i.e., renounce – our animalistic 
orientation toward life. Sprinkling the 
blood on the Altar alludes to how we then 
re-orient our enthusiasm (signified by our 
warm blood) toward G-dliness. Placing the 
fat of the slaughtered animal on the Altar 
alludes to how we re-orient our sense 
of delight (signified by fat, which results 
from indulging in eating foods that trigger 
feelings of delight in our brain) toward 
G-dliness. Burning the animal by fire on 
the Altar alludes to the consumption of our 
animal nature by Divinity, meaning that our 
formerly animalistic drives become drives 
for goodness, as we transform the world 
into G-d’s home.
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Why, if a person sinned and 
wished to make atonement, or 
he was just in a generous mood 

and wished to offer something to G-d, 
does he sacrifice an innocent animal? 
Why doesn’t he sacrifice himself, for 
example?

Answer the chassidic masters: he does.

The Torah, they explain, makes this very 
point in the verse that introduces the 
laws of the korbanot:

A man who shall bring near of you an 
offering to G-d, from the beast, from 
the cattle and from the sheep, you shall 
bring close your offering . . .

As Rabbi Schneur Zalman of Liadi points 
out, the verse does not say, “a man of 
you who shall bring near an offering,” 
but “a man who shall bring near of you 
an offering”—the offering brought is “of 
you.” The sacrificed animal is a projection, 
in the extra-human sphere, of a process 
transpiring in the intra-human sphere.

Man, says the Talmud, is a world in 
miniature. Which means that the world 
is a man in macro. Our world contains 
oceans and continents, forests and 
deserts, men and beasts; so, too, does 
man. The human psyche includes a 
subconscious “sea” and a “terrestrial” 
persona; it has lush forests and barren 
deserts; and it has a “human soul” and 
an “animal soul.”

The human soul—also called the “G-dly 
soul”—embodies all that is upward-
reaching and transcendent in man. It 
gravitates to its source in G-d, driven 
by an all-consuming love for G-d and 
the desire to lose itself within His 
all-pervading essence. Its modes of 
expression are the thought, speech and 
deed of Torah—the means by which 
man achieves closeness and attachment 
to his Creator.

The “animal soul” is the self 
that man shares with all living 
creatures: a self driven and 
fulfilled by its physical needs and 
desires. Its vehicles of expression 
are the endeavors of material life.

“A man who shall bring near of you 
an offering to G-d, from the beast, 
from the cattle and from the 
sheep, you shall bring close your 
offering.” When a person brings 
an animal from his paddock as a 
gift to G-d, the gesture is devoid 
of meaning unless he also offers 
the animal within himself.

The Ox and the Plow
What is to be done with this 
animal?

The beast within man has not been 
placed there just so that it should 
be suppressed or uprooted. “Much 
grain is produced with the might 
of the ox,” remarked the wisest 
of men (Proverbs 14:4), and the 
chassidic masters say that this is 
a reference to the animal inside 
our hearts. An ox run amok will 
trample and destroy; but when 
dominated by a responsible 
human vision and harnessed to its 
plow, the beast’s vigor translates 
into “much grain”—a far richer 
crop than what human energy 
alone might produce.

The same is true of the beast 
in man. Nothing—not even the 
G-dly soul’s keenest yearnings—
can match the intensity and 
vigor with which the animal soul 
pursues its desires. Left to its own 
devices, the animal soul tends 
toward corrupt and destructive 
behavior; but the proper guidance 
and training can eliminate the 
negative expressions of these 

potent drives, and exploit them 
towards good and G-dly ends.

The first type of korban described 
in our Parshah is the olah—the 
“ascending” offering, commonly 
referred to as the “burnt offering.” The 
olah is unique in that it is an absolute 
offering: after it is slaughtered in 
the Temple courtyard and its blood 
is poured upon the altar, it is raised 
up upon the altar and is burned, in 
its entirety, as “a fiery pleasure unto 
G-d.”

The burning of something is 
the physical counterpart of the 
sublimation process described above. 
When a substance is burned, its outer, 
material form is eliminated, releasing 
the energy locked within. This is the 
inner significance of the korban: the 
animal energy within man is divested 
of its material forms and offered 
upon the altar of service to G-d.

The Eaten Offerings
After detailing the various types 
of korban olah, the Torah goes on 
to discuss the other two primary 

PARSHA MESSAGES 
SHABBOS PARSHAS VAYIKRAH 

THE OFFERED BEAST
Based on the teachings of the Lubavitcher Rebbe - Courtesy of MeaningfulLife.com
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categories of offerings—the korban 
chattat (“sin offering”) and the korban 
shelamim (“peace offering”).

Like that of the olah, the blood of 
these offerings was poured on the 
altar. But unlike the wholly burnt 
offering, only certain parts of the 
chattat and shelamim “ascended” 
by fire. The Torah designates certain 
veins of fat (called the chalavim) 
which should be removed and 
burned; but the meat of the korban 
was eaten under special conditions 
of holiness. (The meat of the chattat 
was eaten by the priests, and that 
of the shelamim by the person who 
brought the offering, with certain 
portions given to the priests.)

There are portions of our material 
lives which, like the burnt offering, 
are wholly converted to holiness: 
the money given to charity, the 
leather made into tefillin, the energy 
expended in Torah study, prayer and 
the performance of a mitzvah. Then 
there is also the money we spend 
to feed our families, the leather 
we make into shoes, the energy we 
expend on the everyday business 
of physical life. But these, too, can 
be serve as a korban to G-d, when 
they are “eaten in holiness”—when 
the money is honestly earned, the 
food is kosher, and our everyday 
activities are conducted in a way 
that is considerate of our fellows and 
faithful to the divine laws of life.

The “blood” of the animal soul—
its fervor and passion for material 
things—must be poured upon 
the altar; its “fat”—its excessive 
indulgence and pleasure-seeking—
must be burned. But the gist of the 
animal self—its “meat”—can be 
sanctified even when it is not wholly 
converted into a holy act. As long 
as they are “eaten in holiness,” our 
material endeavors can be a means 
of a “bringing close” (—the meaning 
of the word korban) of man to G-d.

AM I ONLY HUMAN?
By Baruch Epstein
 

Chassidic teaching elaborates on the dual and dueling forces within us. On the 
one side is the human soul; instinctive, practical and obsessed with survival. 
In the other corner is the G-dly, transcendent soul; no personal agenda, 

completely committed to executing G-d’s will.

Despite the common overlap of interests – most things that are good for the 
individual are good for G-d – chassidic teaching does not tolerate a “live and let 
live” coexistence. Being human or even humane won’t cut it. We are not “only 
human,” we are part G-dly; and our infinite side won’t rest on good enough. We 
must outdo the preprogrammed natural kindness of humanity; we must add 
value beyond the factory-installed equipment we came with. We must be G-dly, 
not earthly.

An animal does what it does, it makes no choices, it makes no mistakes, and in 
fact it “makes” nothing at all. Lions eat zebras and raccoons knock over garbage 
pails. We can be annoyed but never angry with them; they simply do what they do. 
We must never be raccoons. We must never settle for doing what we do simply 
because we are so programmed.

To be sure, our propensities are often fine and upstanding, yet if they are just our 
natural tendencies then we have not “done” anything. Grass grows and angels 
praise G-d—because they have no alternative, they are hardwired to do so. We 
must do more, infinitely more. It is not sufficient to passively allow the principal 
capital, our inborn skills, to just increase at the standard rate, that doesn’t justify 
the risk G-d took of entrusting a part of Him within us.

The Book of Leviticus begins with the laws of sacrifices. G-d demands that we 
surrender to Him our animal, our innate instincts; that we live consciously, making 
strides that outpace the inevitable. This is a personal message in the sacrificial 
procedure. “A man who offers from among you an offering to G-d...” refers to more 
than surrendering our bad habits, it means doing more than can “reasonably” be 
expected; it means aligning with our G-dly, infinitely productive side.

Avodah (service), one of the pillars upon which the world stands (Ethics 1:1), 
includes the sacrificial process and its personal parallel, the duty to stretch beyond 
the intuitive.

When the serial failure suddenly succeeds, when father and son turn the page 
on thirty years of estrangement, they have done the unpredictable; they have 
surrendered their animal, their well worn trends, to G-d. They experience the 
miraculous, they serve G-d instead of their survival instinct and they are free. The 
trajectory had them headed for repetitive failure and now they have exceeded the 
conventional, they have caused G-d’s presence to be evident in the world.

2, 4, 6 does not dictate that 8 must follow. We can achieve the undreamed of, past 
(disastrous) performance is not a guarantee of future (calamitous) results.

So we need not be “only human”; boring automatons, destined to repeat our 
patterns till the end of our days. We can change our patterns when we surrender 
the animalistic impulses we dutifully follow, when we offer them on the altar and 
follow its smoky residue up to the heavens. It’s scary out there beyond the known, 
the comfortable and the familiar, it is always easier to stay with the “same old 
same old,” yet that’s where value is added and a dwelling place for G-d is made.
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    4 POWERFUL INSIGHTS FROM                       THE REBBE ON PARSHAS VAYIKRAH

The Offered Beast
Why, if a person sinned and wished to make atonement, 
does he sacrifice an innocent animal? Why doesn’t he 
sacrifice himself, for example?

Indeed, in a certain respect he does. The Torah makes 
this very point in the verse that introduces the laws of 
korbanot:

A man who shall bring near of you an offering to G-d, from 
the beast . . . you shall bring close your offering.

Rabbi Schneur Zalman of Liadi points out that the verse 
does not say “A man of you who shall bring near an 
offering,” but “a man who shall bring near of you an 
offering”—the offering brought is “of you.” The sacrificed 
animal is a projection, in the extra-human sphere, of a 
process transpiring in the intra-human sphere. When a 
person brings an animal from his paddock as a gift to G-d, 
the gesture is devoid of meaning unless he also offers the 
animal within himself.

The beast is there not just so that it should be suppressed 
or uprooted. “Much grain is produced with the might of the 
ox” (Proverbs 14:4); this is interpreted as a reference to 
the animal inside our hearts. An ox run amok will trample 
and destroy; but when dominated by a responsible 
human vision and harnessed to its plow, the beast’s vigor 
translates into “much grain”—a far richer crop than what 
human energy alone might produce.

The same is true of the beast in man. Nothing—not even the 
G-dly soul’s keenest yearnings—can match the intensity 
and vigor with which the animal soul pursues its desires. 
Left to its own devices, the animal soul tends toward 
corrupt and destructive behavior; but the proper guidance 
and training can eliminate the negative expressions of 
these potent drives, and exploit them towards good and 
G-dly ends. 

G-dly Fire

Before G-d communicated the laws of sacrifices to Moses, 
He called to him. Our rabbis explain that this calling was 
not directly associated with communicating a message. 
Instead, it was a sign of closeness and love. G-d wanted 
to make a point of showing how dear the Jewish people 
are to Him.

In our relations with our fellow man, we should mirror 
these ways of G-d. We should always attune ourselves 
to appreciating how every one of our colleagues “declares 
G-d’s praise,” and should work with ourselves and our 
colleagues to accentuate and increase that praise.

The Torah reading itself focuses on the sacrifices offered 
in the Sanctuary in the desert, and later in the Temple in 
Jerusalem. The Hebrew term for sacrifice is korban which 
has the root karov, meaning “close.” The sacrifices were 
a medium through which closeness and intimacy were 
established between G-d and man, and in a larger sense, 
between Him and every aspect of the world at large.

On the altar was a burning G-dly fire—flames that 
miraculously descended from heaven. This is paralleled by 
the G-dly fire which each of us possesses within his heart. 
Offering an animal on that altar and having it consumed 
by this G-dly fire parallels our efforts to add the fire of 
spirituality into our everyday material experience.
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    4 POWERFUL INSIGHTS FROM                       THE REBBE ON PARSHAS VAYIKRAH

Unintentional Sin
Among the sacrifices mentioned in this Torah reading is the 
conditional guilt-offering. A sin-offering is brought when one 
definitely knows that he has committed an inadvertent sin. A 
conditional guilt-offering, however, is brought when one is in 
doubt whether in fact he committed a transgression. Significantly, 
the conditional guilt-offering is many times more expensive than 
the sin-offering.
The reason a conditional guilt-offering costs more than a sin-
offering was not merely to inspire sincere teshuvah, but also 
because a conditional guilt-offering must atone for a greater 
blemish.
In general, sacrifices atone for sins committed unintentionally, for 
even a commandment violated unknowingly requires atonement. 
Although the person did not intentionally sin, the fact that his 
unconscious thoughts led to such behavior is an indication that 
he is spiritually lacking. For if he was not lacking, he would not 
have sinned, even unintentionally, as it is written: “No evil shall 
befall the righteous.”
When a person knows he has committed a sin unwittingly, 
he realizes that he is in need of spiritual improvement; the 
transgression makes him aware of an inner involvement with evil. 
But when a person is not definitely aware that he has sinned, his 
positive self-image can remain intact, and he may not appreciate 
the need for change. This shows an even deeper connection with 
evil, for the person does not even realize something is amiss.
When a person knows he has unwittingly committed a 
transgression, his fundamental nature remains good; the deed 
runs contrary to his true self. For this reason, he is conscious that 
he has transgressed G-d’s will. He senses the evil within his act, 
and realizes that this is not who he really is. When, however, a 
person does not realize that he has committed a transgression, 
this is a sign that the sin does not disturb him; it does not run 
contrary to his tendencies. For this reason, he does not even 
notice the sin. This is truly a severe internal blemish.
When a person does not know whether or not he has committed 
a sin, he must bring a conditional guilt-offering—a sacrifice which 
is much more expensive than a sin-offering. For the conditional 
guilt-offering must correct the deeper spiritual insensitivity that 
prevents him from being aware of his faults.

Innate Will

The Torah portion of Vayikra discusses various types of 
korbanot, first relating the laws of voluntary offerings 
and then of obligatory offerings. Why does the Torah 
begin with freewill offerings? One would think that we 
should first be made aware of the laws regarding the 
korbanot that must be brought, and only then learn 
about the details of the voluntary offerings?

It is the spiritual thoughts harbored by the individual 
bringing an offering, rather than the offering itself, 
that are of primary importance.

Thus, our rabbis say about voluntary offerings: “With 
regard to the [large] burnt offering of cattle the verse 
states: ‘. . . a pleasing fragrance to G-d.’ So too, with 
regard to the [puny] burnt offering of a bird, the verse 
states: ‘. . . a pleasing fragrance to G-d’ . . . This teaches 
us that it matters not whether one gives a lot or a 
little—as long as one’s heart’s intent is for the sake 
of heaven.”

Since a person’s intent is so crucial to korbanot, the 
question arises: Why is it that the Torah seems to 
fail to mention it? The answer lies in the fact that 
the Torah begins the laws of korbanot with freewill 
offerings rather than—as one might expect—
obligatory offerings. By doing so, it indicates that 
the most crucial aspect of all offerings is that they 
be offered from a genuine desire to come closer to 
G-d—“his heart’s intent is for the sake of heaven.”

It can thus be said that all korbanot are to be considered 
freewill offerings, for at the crux of all offerings are 
the feelings of the individual bringing them. In fact, 
the intention required is found within each and every 
Jew, but when an individual brings a freewill offering, 
these latent desires are revealed for all to see. Thus, 
it is not necessary for the Torah to command this 
intent, for it is found in any case: bringing the offering 
will automatically reveal the Jew’s innate intention of 
drawing close to G-d.
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When Johannesburg Rabbi Yossi 
Goldman’s wife Rochel was about to give 
birth, the doctors were shocked that she 
would not agree to their recommended 
c-section and insisted on calling the 
Rebbe. What happened next changed the 
doctor’s life as well.

Rabbi Yossy Goldman has served as 
a Chabad emissary in Johannesburg, 
South Africa, since 1976. He is the 

senior rabbi at the city’s Sydenham Shul and 
president of the South African Rabbinical 
Association. He was interviewed by JEM’s 
My Encounter Project in October of 2014.

When I was growing up in Crown Heights, 
for a while we lived on Brooklyn Avenue 
which was on the Rebbe’s route from 
his home on President Street to Chabad 
Headquarters on Eastern Parkway.

As he was walking by one time just before 
Rosh Hashanah of 1956, it so happened 
that my mother was outside with us kids, 
and my little sister Kraindy, who was 
playing on the ledge outside of the house, 
fell down the stairs. My mother, who was 
in her last months of pregnancy, ran to pick 
her up.

That evening after prayers, the Rebbe 
motioned to my father that he should come 
into his office with him. At first my father 
thought it must be a mistake because he 
had not requested to speak with the Rebbe 
on such a holy day, but then it became clear 
why the Rebbe wanted to speak with him. 
The Rebbe explained that he had seen what 
happened earlier in the day and that my 
father should reassure his wife — the little 
girl was not injured in the fall and would 
be fine, the Rebbe said, because when a 
child falls an angel puts out his hands as a 
cushion. However, his wife should focus on 
taking care of herself during her pregnancy 
and try not to run so fast.

Thus, I learned at an early age that 
the Rebbe was always looking after 
us. At that time, I was enrolled in the 
Chabad school at Bedford and Dean, 
which I attended from first grade 
through high school, after which 
the Rebbe directed that I should go 
to the yeshivah in Montreal. That is 
where I learned until I received my 
rabbinic ordination and got married.

While still in Montreal, I had the 
experience of hosting a short 
Jewish radio broadcast. What 
happened was that Chabad bought 
ten minutes of time on a religious 
program called “The Jewish Hour” 
(which, despite its name, actually 
ran for two hours) and I was asked to 
introduce a recorded Tanya lesson, 
say a few inspirational words, and 
announce Chabad events in town. 
Half of this was in Yiddish and half 
in English.

At first, it was a little intimidating 
to talk into a microphone knowing 
many people were listening, but it 

proved a good experience for later in 
my life, when I was sent as the Rebbe’s 
emissary to South Africa, where I still 
serve as a rabbi.

Upon my arrival there in 1976, one of 
the first things I asked was, “Is there a 
Jewish radio program in South Africa?” 
And when I heard there was not, I said, 
“Well, let’s start one.” And we did. I 
ended up hosting “The Jewish Sound” 
program every Sunday for twenty-four 
years. The idea of using the radio as a 
means of disseminating Yiddishkeit 
appealed to the Rebbe and often 
when I came to New York, I would be 
asked by his secretary, “How’s the 
program going?” The Rebbe valued the 
ability of the radio waves to reach far-
flung places in South Africa that were 
otherwise unreachable.

During the last years of South Africa’s 
apartheid regime, there was a very 
tangible fear that there would be a 
violent and bloody revolution, and I 
was able to use the radio program to 
disseminate the Rebbe’s message that 
people shouldn’t panic and leave the 

MY ENCOUNTER WITH THE 
REBBE
WHAT CHANGED THE DOCTOR’S MIND
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country. All would be well, the Rebbe 
promised, and so it was.

The Rebbe assured and reassured 
the Jews of South Africa time and 
time again. Everybody knew that the 
Rebbe had made an absolute, definitive 
statement about the future of South 
Africa — there would be a peaceful 
transition of power and the Jews had 
no reason to panic and run away.

Incidentally, this is the same advice 
that the Rebbe gave Israelis during the 
Gulf War in 1990.

During that war, Iraqi dictator Saddam 
Hussein was firing Scud missiles at 
Israel, and everyone was panicking. 
But the Rebbe came out with a strong 
statement: “Israel is the safest place on 
earth.” (In fact, despite thirty-nine Scud 
missiles landing in Israel, hardly anyone 
was killed by them.)

It was clear that the Rebbe held the 
strong opinion that — despite the 
apparent threat — there was really 
nothing to fear; there was no need 
to leave Israel and no need to cancel 
travel plans to Israel — indeed, all were 
encouraged to go there to fortify their 
fellow Jews.

In view of the Rebbe’s stance, I 
suggested to the head emissary in 
South Africa, Rabbi Mendel Lipskar, 
that we join a solidarity mission then 
being organized by the South African 
Zionist Federation. Rabbi Lipskar asked 
the Rebbe, who advised we should go, 
and so we went.

In fact, I trusted the Rebbe so completely 
that I took along my twelve-year-old 
daughter Zeesy. I have a picture of us 
arriving in Israel and Zeesy being fitted 
with a gas mask at the airport. We were 
there for five days; we saw the Patriot 
defense system standing at the ready, 
but during that time no missiles fell.

So I have been privy to many messages 
of reassurance from the Rebbe — he 
reassured my mother about the health 
of my little sister when she fell, he 
reassured South Africa, he reassured 

Israel, and he also reassured my wife 
Rochel when she was about to give 
birth to our tenth child in 1991.

During the labor, the attending 
physician, Dr. Haim Neifeld, a senior, 
highly-experienced obstetrician was 
recommending a Caesarean section 
because the baby was in a transverse 
position — that is horizontal instead of 
vertical. He tried to reposition the baby 
but was not successful, yet my wife — 
a strong woman who had given birth to 
all our children naturally — would not 
agree to a C-section. The doctor called 
in another senior physician, Dr. Ronnie 
Klein, for a second opinion, but Dr. Klein 
only agreed with Dr. Neifeld.

When my wife, who is a great believer in 
Divine Providence, still would not agree, 
Dr. Klein suggested that I call New York 
and consult the Rebbe. I found it a bit 
ironic that a non-religious doctor should 
be telling me, the Rebbe’s emissary, to 
call New York, but it had not occurred to 
me because there were no cell phones 
in those days, and we were in the labor 
room at one o’clock in the morning. 
In fact, placing the call proved quite 
complicated, but I managed to do it.

The answer from the Rebbe came back: 
“Since the doctor himself suggested to 
ask here, I trust he won’t bear a grudge 
against me if I recommend that he 
listen to the mother in labor and wait.”

Lo and behold, the baby, a boy, turned 
by himself into a head-first position, 
which the doctor said almost never 
happens at such an advanced stage of 
labor. And thank G-d it was a natural 
delivery.

(Indeed, I later learned that the doctor 
was so impressed by what happened 
that he became Torah observant as a 
result!)

We named him Nissen, which means 
“miracle,” after my uncle, but also 
because he had arrived in this world in 
such a miraculous way.

Moshiach 

Regarding the final redemption, 

Isaiah states, “You will not 

leave in haste.” Why is this so? 

The Tanya describes haste in 

the service of G-d as a virtue. 

Surely the final redemption 

will be associated with haste! 

However, alacrity is virtuous 

only when preparating for a 

mitzva, while the actual mitzva 

must be performed patiently 

and with full concentration. 

This quality was lacking at 

the Exodus. Not only did the 

Jews hurry through their 

preparations, as the Torah 

states, “You shall eat it [the 

Passover sacrifice] in haste,” 

but the actual Exodus was also 

in haste. Our efforts to prepare 

for the final redemption must 

be done with the greatest 

speed, joy, and enthusiasm, 

but the actual redemption will 

be unhurried, so that we can 

fully experience the 

mitzva itself.

(The Rebbe)
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is for all to give according to their 
ability and to help the needy of 
the community. Furthermore, it is 
not sufficient to provide the poor 
with the Matza they need rather it 
is incumbent to provide all of their 
holiday needs. If we are willing to 
spend on a holiday, ostensibly to 
strengthen our relationship with 
Hashem, we cannot forget the 
needy among us. 

We have a custom starting from 
Rosh Chodesh Nissan to recite the 
daily “Nasi” prince. The Torah relates 
in detail the prince who offered 
the inaugural offerings from the 
first day of Nissan until the 12th. 
We recite each prince along with 
their offering every day, followed 
by a short prayer. On the 13th day 
of Nissan we recite the paragraph 
corresponding to the Menorah, 
which relates to the tribe of Levi. 

Unless there is great need, we 
refrain from condemning or placing 
any bans during this month. 

From the day before Pesach until 
the last day of Pesach we do not say 
the Mizmor L’Todah psalm as this 
offering contained Chametz and 
Chametz is forbidden during these 
times. 

As we prepare ourselves during 
this holy month of Nissan, a month 
of miracles, may Hashem provide 
the ultimate Nes, the coming of 
Moshiach.

Customs for the month of 
Nissan

In Temple times the sages 
instituted that the orators should 
begin to expound about the 

holidays 30 days before the holiday 
began. Thus, they would begin 
discussing the holiday of Pesach 
directly following Purim. The reason 
for this is because all the Jews had 
to make a pilgrimage for the three 
festivals, during which they would be 
obligated to bring sacrifices. In order 
to prepare them for this obligation, 
and to have the necessary animals, 
they would start speaking 30 days 
before the holiday. 

Although the original intent is 
no longer relevant, the custom 
continued to be observed. And the 
sages would use this pre-festival 
period to teach their students 
the various laws of each holiday. 
This was important, so when 
the holiday arrived, they would 
have the requisite knowledge to 
celebrate properly. They would 
also utilize the Shabbat before the 
holiday to give a crash course to the 
entire community about the basic 
Halachot of the upcoming festival. 
The primary purpose of these 
lessons was to learn the laws and 
not to have esoteric talks about the 
nature and purpose of the holiday. 

Today, when all of the laws are 
available in Sefarim (books) there 
is no longer a requirement to teach 
them publicly, rather every individual 
is obligated to learn them on their 
own. Every person is expected to 
become proficient in the laws by the 
time the holiday arrives. 

Aside from the above, Moses 
instituted that during each festival 
the story of the holiday be taught 
to the community. So on Pesach the 
rabbi must expound on the story of 

the Exodus, on Shavuot the story 
of revelation and on Sukkot the 
protection Hashem afforded us in 
the desert. 

During the month of Nissan there 
is a custom not to say Tachnun. 
As we have the festival of Pesach 
and the first 12 days of the month 
were holidays when the princes 
brought the inaugural offerings, 
it is considered to be a month of 
celebration. Included in this is a 
custom to not offer eulogies or 
prayers for the deceased, except if it 
is for a noted scholar and they were 
not yet buried. 

There is also a custom not to have 
a fast day during this month. Even 
those that have a custom to fast 
on a Yartzeit (the anniversary of a 
parent’s passing), do not do so if it 
is during the month of Nissan. The 
exceptions are that firstborns fast 
on Erev Pesach (unless they join a 
meal of a Mitzvah) and a bride and 
groom on their wedding day may 
fast as well.

There is a long-standing Jewish 
tradition for each community to 
provide “the flour of Pesach”, that 
is special guarded flour for the poor 
to use to make Matza. Who was 
obligated to contribute to this fund, 
and who was able to take from it 
depended on various factors. Was 
the person living in the city for a 
year, 30 days? When they came 
did they intend to settle or move 
on? Regardless today the custom 

HALACHA OF THE WEEK
BY RABBI  DOV SCHOCHET 
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STORIES WITH SOUL 
IT  ONCE HAPPENED

donations and even cut down his 
farmhands’ salaries.

Weeks passed. Reb Moshe cut his 
workers’ salaries once more and 
totally stopped giving charity.

Over the next few weeks, Moshe 
suffered major financial setbacks. 
One by one, his businesses went 
bankrupt. Then Reb Moshe’s 
plantation was swamped by torrents 
of heavy rains. By the end of the 
three-day deluge, Reb Moshe’s 
plantations lay in desolation. Reb 
Moshe had only one hope left: his 
money chest. The worried Chasid 
lowered his shaking body down 
the cellar’s stairwell. Moshe bent 
down slowly to inspect he chest. His 
fingers trembled. He held his breath. 
Then he looked.

The money was so soaked that it 
crumbled into paper flakes. Such an 
extreme and unexpected calamity can 
only be from heaven, he realized. The 
sobbing Chasid had lost all his crops, 
all his money, all his businesses, and 
he still owed money to his creditors. 
This time, Reb Moshe traveled to the 
Mittler Rebbe. He cried bitter tears 
of regret, admitting his wrongdoing, 
and begging for help.

The Rebbe gave Reb Moshe a 
blessing to rebuild all his businesses 
and to replant his crops. But in 
order for G-d to grant the blessing 
Reb Moshe would have to fulfill his 
pledge to share his profits by giving 
charity generously.

Through a contrite heart, Reb Moshe 
cured himself of his obsession with 
money. With the Rebbe’s blessings 
he became wealthy again and now 
gave charity abundantly.

Yeruchem was a dedicated 
Chasid of Reb Dov Ber, the 
Mittler Rebbe. This Chasid 

enjoyed an abundance of wealth. 
Each season, the Chasid’s muddy 
brown soil reaped hundreds of kilos 
of fresh produce. The workers of the 
wealthy farmer were paid well and 
fed well. Huge heaping sacks of rust-
colored, brown potatoes stocked the 
shelves of the chasid’s cellar.

The produce was used to feed the 
poor of the town of Lubavitch. Over 
time, the skinny peasant workers 
grew into healthy strong laborers. 
Sixty percent of all profits on 
Yeruchem’s farm went to tzedaka. 
The farmer had enough out of his 
40% to live quite comfortably. He’d 
stroll through the fields reciting 
Psalms each day. Each month, 
Yeruchem held a big Chasidic 
gathering, which the Mittler Rebbe 
would often attend. The songs and 
melodies made a profound effect on 
all present.

One winter, Yeruchem took ill. He 
felt it was time for him to pass on. 
Yeruchem transferred all his wealth 
to his only son, Moshe. A large 
group of peasants assembled at 
Yeruchem’s funeral.

Moshe, the next link in the chain, 
accepted the inheritance. His father’s 
farm, his father’ private cellar, 
and all of his father’s businesses, 
transferred to Moshe’s responsibility. 
Moshe, the incumbent benefactor 
of his father’s wealth, went to the 
Mittler Rebbe for a blessing.

Upon arrival at the village, Moshe 
went directly to the Rebbe. The 
Rebbe said: “I wish you, Reb Moshe, 
much success in your financial 
endeavors. Money is given to us by 
G-d, not because of our efforts to 
obtain it. G-d has a special mission 
in mind for each of us. Your mission 

in having this money is to support 
people or institutions in need of 
money. Remember, you can lose this 
money as easily as you got it...”

Reb Moshe listened intently to the 
Rebbe. This was a hard mission, due 
to his miserly nature. But initially 
Reb Moshe gave charity generously. 
Pretty soon, though, Reb Moshe 
started to cut back on his charitable 
contributions. He was afraid of 
overspending. In a short while, 
he totally gave in to his miserly 
inclination, giving very little charity. 
He invested most of his money in 
businesses which he operated. He 
spent a little on himself. The rest of 
his money was stored in his cellar 
in a huge chest. The soft wads of 
paper bills sat snugly inside of their 
wrappers. The heaving wooden 
chest stood formidably in back of 
the rickety wooden staircase. No one 
would every take it away...

The Rebbe sensed what was 
happening to Reb Moshe and sent a 
messenger to his chasid.

The messenger arrived and told 
Reb Moshe that his fortunes 
would dwindle, unless he would 
take the Rebbe’s advice. Reb 
Moshe’s face instantly flushed with 
embarrassment. The men talked. 
By the time the messenger left, Reb 
Moshe was convinced. Reb Moshe 
checked his storage cellar that 
morning. He fished out three sacks 
of potatoes, and several stacks of 
bills. He ordered his son to send it to 
a needy family. Days went by. Weeks 
went by. Reb Moshe felt regret over 
the potatoes and money he had 
given away. He slowed down his 
tzedaka donations.

Again the Rebbe sent a messenger 
to warn Reb Moshe and again Reb 
Moshe started giving charity once 
more, but this time halfheartedly. 
Soon, he slowed down his charitable 
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RECENTLY IN THE NEWS
SHABBAT CARE PACKAGES IN A COVID WORLD

In a world flipped upside down by the 
rapid spread of COVID-19, something 
previously as simple as participating 

in the warmth of a communal Shabbat 
meal has become impossible. With 
more and more people under strict 
self-isolation—especially those 65 
years and over, whom health officials 
are warning to remain home at all 
costs for the sake of their lives—even 
heading out to a neighborhood store 
to pick up challah, a bottle of wine and 
food for the day of rest has become 
an impossibly complicated, even 
dangerous chore.

And it’s lonely, too. With the nerve 
centers of Jewish communal experience 
closed for the time being, the need for 
friendship and social interaction has 
become something of a pandemic in 
itself.

That’s why Rabbi Bentzi and Rochie 
Sudak, co-directors of Chabad-
Lubavitch of Hampstead Garden 
Suburb in London, knew that as 
Shabbat approached they needed to 
do something. Working in partnership 
with Hampton Garden Suburb 

Synagogue, commonly known as 
Norrice Lea, and with the help of local 
Jewish community volunteers, they 
put together a care package including 
challah, wine and an inspirational 
booklet for Shabbat. By Friday 
morning all 100 care packages were 
delivered to the homes of elderly 
or vulnerable Jewish community 
members in the neighborhood.

“Isolation doesn’t have to mean 
loneliness,” says Rabbi Sudak, who 
is also one of the leaders of Chabad-
Lubavitch UK. “It is especially at times 
like these that we need the closeness 
and support that community offers, 
we just can’t experience it in a 
conventional way. Jewish wisdom 
teaches us that the real person is not 
the body but the soul. We are learning 
how we can in fact connect in deep, 
meaningful ways even when we’re 
not in physical proximity.”

Aside for the local Shabbat care 
package distribution, Sudak says that 
Chabad emissaries throughout the 
United Kingdom, who met via Zoom 
earlier this week, are in the midst of 

preparing for a massive Passover-
at-home campaign throughout the 
country.

“We are working with printers for 
boxes, food distributors for the box’s 
contents, and we will be sending out 
thousands of Passover kits,” he says. 
“We can’t go to synagogue? We’re 
going to bring Judaism home.”

The vital need for simple connection, 
community and a familiar Shabbat 
experience is always present in a place 
as distant as Accra, Ghana, whose 
multi-national Jewish community 
has been served by Rabbi Noach and 
Alti Majesky, co-directors of Chabad 
of Ghana since 2015. Already living 
in faraway Ghana, the West African 
nation’s Jews now find themselves 
stuck at home, an isolation within an 
isolation.

The Majeskys therefore prepared 
more than 100 Shabbat care 
packages, all of them including 
challah and many of them including 
multicourse Shabbat meals. “We 
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want every Jew in this country to know 
we are here for them—that we care, 
that our community is stronger than 
ever,” says Alti Majesky.

“Early this week, most of our families 
left the country,” her husband, Rabbi 
Majesky, explains. “We usually have 
services, and a full course Kiddush, and 
for many regulars, our home is a jump 
spot away from the hustle and bustle 
of African life.

“We’re continuing Hebrew school 
online every day, sending these 
Shabbat care packages to the Jews 
who remain here, and sent chocolate 
and a different type of care package to 
the mothers and children who have in 
the last weeks left for Israel.”

‘So Many People Unite’
Staff and volunteers at the Rohr 
Chabad Center for Jewish Student 
Life at Binghamton University, New 
York, began planning their annual 
Shabbat 2020 program months ago. 
The program, which under normal 
circumstances would have included 
a full course Shabbat dinner for more 
than 2,000 Jewish students, was 
planned for Friday evening, March 
20. Instead, volunteers at the Chabad 
center made individually prepared 
dinners available for pick up on 
Friday afternoon for all Binghamton 
University students remaining at 
school.

Instead of the program, Chabad 
invited students to log on for a special 
pre-Shabbat program beginning at 
5:45 p.m. and featuring joint singing, 

performances by Jewish singing stars 
Benny Friedman and the a cappella 
group Six13 and words of inspiration.

“Despite the many iterations of this 
event due to the situation, it was so 
inspiring to see so many students come 
together to make this event a reality,” 
says senior Jacob Richman, who along 
with students Hannah Kaplun and 
Danielle Ganchrow is coordinating this 
event “But everybody involved agrees 
it’s worth all the effort to see so 
many people unite, and enjoying their 
heritage and traditions, especially 
during these challenging times.”

In the rural Pocono Mountain area of 
northeast Pennsylvania, the need for 
Shabbat food among many elderly 
Jews in the sparsely populated region 
is even more basic.

“I just keep calling people, and asking 
them if they need help, if they didn’t 
get their groceries yet,” says Rabbi 
Mendel Raices, co-director of Chabad 
of the Mountains. “Somebody needs 
to bring them food, what are they 
supposed to do otherwise?”

Raices himself goes shopping with 
a mask and gloves, and delivers the 
necessities to those for whom exiting 
the home is a real and present danger.

In Phoenix, the coronavirus outbreak 
and the measures being instituted 
to blunt its effect on regions elderly 
population, has meant that Rabbi 
Levi Levertov, co-director of Chabad’s 
Smile on Seniors program, has had to 
continually alter plans on how they 
can safely maintain a connection with 
Jewish seniors throughout Arizona.

“One of our programs is connecting 
volunteers with seniors,” Levertov 
explains, “and theidea is for them to 
call and visit each other, to combat 
loneliness and solitude, which is crucial 
for the older community.”

Once a month Levertov and his wife, 
Chani, run an in-person Shabbat 
program which usually draws about 
250 Jewish seniors from the Phoenix 
area. This upcoming Shabbat was 
their next scheduled event. Obviously, 
in light of the pandemic, that’s been 
cancelled And instead they created a 
full Shabbat experience in a package.

The care packages contain a Shabbat 
basics challah and grape juice, dinner, 
desert and a candle-lighting kit. It 
also includes a booklet containing the 
Kiddush and Hamotzi prayers, as well 
as the full text of Shalom Aleichem and 
a joke.

“I always say a joke at our monthly 
gatherings,” says Levertov, “so I put 
this month’s joke in the packet.”

The pick up is not in-house, being 
brought out to cars ensuring 
contactless delivery and contactless 
pick up.

Throughout Levertov has been in in 
close contact with Smile on Senior’s 
medical consultant to ensure that 
the entire process was in accordance 
with the most recent CDC and Arizona 
department of health guidelines.

While the food component is very 
often essential, says Levertov, the 
most important element during this 
time is the thought behind it.

“At the core here is the heart and care,” 
he says. “This is what community 
means.”
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Dear Community Family,

As the entire world is filled with anxiety, not being able to plan for anything in the immediate future 
as this continuing state of uncertainty envelops all of us, most of us, thank G-d, are safe in our 

homes with enough provisions to take us through these very challenging moments.

At the same time, we must not forget our brothers and sisters who look with bated breath for our 
critical assistance that we give them each year, particularly for their Passover needs.

The extraordinary mitzvah of Tzedakah is accelerated manifold when it comes to supplying each 
person with the fundamental basic needs for their Passover, which include Passover foods and 
other critical needs.  Each year we make sure that more than 100 families receive their necessary 
assistance.  Let us not forget them at this time as we beseech our Father in Heaven to remember us 

for complete health and peace of mind and soul in every way.

The importance of Maos Chittim is highlighted in the excerpt below of one of the Rebbe’s letters, 
and I thought it very appropriate to share it with you:

“The Mitzvah of Ma’os Chittim is, of course, one of the highest forms of Tzedoko, and it will stand you in 
good stead. Your active share in it gives me the certain hope that also in all other Mitzvoth you show 

the same degree of devotion, and that you fulfill them with Hiddur and with joy.

May G d bless you with much success in your study of the Torah and the observance of the Mitzvoth, 
so that you will always be a source of true Yiddish Nachas to Parents and teachers, and a source 

of blessings to your near and dear ones.

With blessing,
M. Schneerson”

Jewishness teaches that life is a series of steps that together connect to make for a successful 
journey.  As long as our goal is clear, and our movement constantly forward and upward, we will 
achieve our intended purpose. Even an occasional setback must be perceived as the step backwards 

to make the big leap forward.

Let us utilize the consistent daily growth this month as the foundation for ongoing growth and 
fulfillment all year long.

With Torah Greetings and Blessings for a happy and Kosher Passover,

Rabbi Sholom D. Lipskar
 

*****

We would like to express our heartfelt thanks for your donation to our emergency Passover fund.

https://www.theshul.org/maoschittim.htmlhttps://www.theshul.org/maoschittim.html
If you have questions or need a different form of payment, please contact us at info@TheShul.org.
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Le véritable sacrifice
N’est pas celui que vous croyez
par Simon Jacobson

Servir D.ieu signifie-t-il qu’il 
faille Lui sacrifier sa vie ? Est-ce 
devenir une personne que l’on 

n’est pas réellement ? Est-ce effacer 
complètement sa personnalité ?

Rien d’étonnant à ce que cela ne 
paraisse pas attrayant : ce n’est pas 
seulement erroné, c’est l’opposé 
absolu des principes fondamentaux 
du Judaïsme. Dans la Paracha de cette 
semaine, Vayikra, nous apprenons 
l’approche essentielle de la manière 
dont chacun d’entre nous peut et 
devrait servir D.ieu. Mais plutôt que 
de présenter une image idyllique 
d’un rêve spirituel, le livre de Vayikra 
(le Lévitique) nous plonge dans un 
sujet qui suscite plus facilement 
la confusion, voire pour certains la 
répugnance, que le sublime.

Dans ce livre, nous pénétrons dans 
le monde sanglant du grand Autel du 
Saint Temple à Jérusalem, où les Juifs 
apportaient des sacrifices animaux 
pour faire expier leurs péchés. Quel 
lien possible peut-il y avoir entre ces 
abattages de bœufs ou de moutons 
et le fait d’établir une relation féconde 
avec D.ieu ?

Le Ramban, l’un des commentateurs 
classiques de la Torah, nous dit que 
lorsqu’une personne devait apporter 
un korban (un sacrifice animal) en 
offrande au Beth Hamikdache, « cette 
personne devait considérer que ce qui 
arrivait à l’animal aurait dû lui arriver 
à elle. » Puisque c’est nous qui aurions 
besoin d’être purifiés de nos méfaits 
– une purification de notre sang, de 
notre chair, et de notre graisse – D.ieu, 
dans Sa grande miséricorde, nous a 
donné une alternative : nous pouvons 
être substitués par un animal, lequel 
subira à notre place ce processus.

Mais la Torah n’est pas une leçon 

d’histoire ancienne ; chacun de 
ses mots est éternel et pertinent 
pour chacun d’entre nous, à toutes 
les époques. Dans un monde sans 
Temple, il nous faut nous pencher 
un peu plus profondément sur son 
enseignement pour découvrir quelle 
est la relation entre ces sacrifices et 
notre vie contemporaine.

Il existe deux forces opposées en 
chacun de nous : une force qui désire 
les plaisirs matériels et une force 
qui aspire à la spiritualité et à la 
Divinité. En termes simples, notre 
quête de sens notre aspiration à 
servir D.ieu sont en conflit constant 
avec « l’animal » qui est en nous, 
cette partie de nous-mêmes qui 
préférerait s’adonner à nos passions 
égocentriques que de consacrer 
notre temps et nos ressources à des 
causes plus nobles. La centralité des 
sacrifices animaux dans le Temple 
reflète l’essence de notre mission 
divine : soumettre l’animal qui est en 
nous à D.ieu.

Lorsque nous lisons les mots qui 
nous commandent d’apporter un 
sacrifice sur l’Autel, « Adam ki 
yakriv mikem », nous trouvons une 
curieuse formulation : au lieu de dire 
« Lorsqu’une personne d’entre vous 
apportera une offrande », la Torah 
dit « Lorsqu’une personne apportera 
une offrande d’entre vous ». Ce « 
d’entre vous » nous enseigne que, en 
amenant un animal pour être sacrifié 
sur l’Autel, nous amenons sur l’Autel 
notre animal intérieur.

Nous offrir nous-mêmes, offrir 
l’animal qui est en nous, à D.ieu, est la 
pierre angulaire de tout le Judaïsme. 
Mais comment l’accomplir ? Faut-il 
écraser nos passions et nos plaisirs 
animaux et vivre une obscure vie de 
privations et de misère ? La réponse 
à cette question réside dans la racine 
du mot korban. Bien que ce mot soit 
communément traduit par « sacrifice 
», son sens véritable vient de sa racine 
kirouv qui signifie « rapprocher ».

Nous faisons de nous-mêmes un 
korban en « rapprochant » de D.ieu 
l’essence même de l’animal qui est 
en nous. Nous ne l’annihilons pas, 
nous l’utilisons pour nous aider à 
nous rapprocher du divin, et du but 
essentiel pour lequel nous avons été 
créés. Un animal ne peut se comporter 
autrement que de la façon dont D.ieu 
l’a créé. Les taureaux sont agressifs, 
les agneaux sont hédonistes et les 
chèvres têtues. Mais l’animal en 
nous a le choix. Nous pouvons être 
un  « bœuf » odieux, ou bien nous 
pouvons canaliser nos passions dans 
un puissant amour pour D.ieu. Nous 
pouvons adonner à une recherche des 
plaisirs digne des moutons ou trouver 
du plaisir à aider les autres et à vivre 
une vie pleine de sens.

Au cœur de chaque force agissante 
dans notre vie – même de celles qui 
ont une expression négative – réside 
une essence noyau qui peut être 
dirigée vers une cause constructive 
et divine. Ce que nous « sacrifions 
» effectivement est l’objet de nos 
désirs, les attitudes immatures ou 
mesquines que nous affichons, notre 
ignorance et nos faiblesses – de sorte 
que notre véritable nature puisse 
émerger.

Devrions-nous « renoncer » à la vie 
pour D.ieu ? Certainement pas ! Ça, 
c’est un sacrifice. Nous ne devons pas 
renoncer aux talents et aux aptitudes 
que D.ieu nous a donnés, nous devons 
les rapprocher de leur quintessence. 
Quand vous devenez un korban, vous 
avez la possibilité de transformer 
chaque aspect de vous-même, de 
devenir la meilleure personne qu’il 
vous est donné d’être ; une personne 
qui n’avance plus parmi les animaux, 
mais main dans la main avec D.ieu.

FRENCH CONNECTION
REFLEXIONS SUR LA PARACHA

Vivre avec la paracha
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El Encogimiento del Hombre
A lo largo de los siglos el hombre 
se encogió
Por Yanki Tauber
 
Hubo un tiempo en que el hombre era 
muy grande. Las estrellas eran diminutas 
luces suspendidas en el “cielo” tipo un 
techo que cubría unos cientos de millas 
sobre su cabeza. La tierra en la que estaba 
parado medía un cuarto del tamaño 
de lo que es hoy. Como mucho este 
hombre era consciente de la existencia 
de varios cientos de miles de otros seres 
humanos (la palabra “millón” ni siquiera 
existía en su vocabulario). Obviamente, 
él era lo más importante alrededor—las 
piedras eran sólo piedras y los animales, 
animales. Era obvio que él estaba parado 
en el pináculo de la creación y todo lo 
demás existía solamente para cubrir 
necesidades.

A lo largo de los siglos el hombre se 
encogió. Y su mundo se agrandó; había 
de repente, muchas más personas, 
y muchas otras especies, opacando 
su importancia. Al mismo tiempo, 
se encogía cada vez más, hasta ser 
un punto infinitesimal en un enorme 
universo nebuloso.

¿Se ha vuelto el hombre más 
humilde? ¿Nos hemos vuelto menos 
presuntuosos? Interesantemente, el 
encogimiento del hombre tuvo el efecto 
contrario. Ideales como la devoción y 
el sacrificio se volvieron “debilidades 
humanas”. El orgullo, alguna vez 
un pecado, se volvió una marca de 
buena salud psicológica. Las personas 
comenzaron a preguntarse si la codicia 
era realmente inferior a la virtud, hasta 
que la codicia se volvió una virtud, y 
se cerró el tema. ¿Por qué será que 
cuanto más llegamos a apreciar nuestra 
insignificancia, más egoístas nos 
volvemos?

En un análisis más profundo, ésta no es 
ninguna paradoja. La persona que se ve 
a sí misma como el jefe de la creación, 
como algo importante en el gran plan 
divino, es alentado a cubrir ese rol y servir 
a ese plan; la persona que cree que todo 
existe para que lo sirvan, está seguro de 
que su existencia sirve a un propósito 
más allá de su mera existencia.

Por otro lado, si el hombre es 
insignificante, entonces no sirve ningún 
propósito elevado. “Yo soy nada” puede 
ser simplemente otra manera de decir, 
“No hay nada más que yo.”

Este no quiere decir que la persona que 
se ve como el centro de creación no es 
susceptible al egoísmo y a la egolatría. 
Demás está decir que sentimientos 
de intrascendencia nunca serán 
acompañados por conductas altruistas. 
El punto es que los sentimientos 
de insignificancia no hacen a una 
persona más generosa —de hecho, las 
formas más virulentas de egomanía 
derivan de una falta de autoestima. 
Recíprocamente, una sensación de 
autoestima puede ser la fuente de 
arrogancia o humildad—dependiendo 
de cómo una persona considera su valor.

La diferencia, dice el maestro jasídico 
Rabino Schneur Zalman de Liadi, es la 
diferencia entre dos alef. En el versículo 
de inicio del libro de Crónicas, el nombre 
“Adám” está escrito en el Torá con una 
alef más grande; en el versículo de 
apertura de Levítico, la palabra vaikrá 
que se refiere a Di-s llamando a Moshé, 
está escrita con una alef muy pequeña.

Adám y Moshé eran ambos grandes 
hombres, y los dos eran conocidos por 
su grandeza. Adám era “la obra de Di-
s” hecha a “la imagen divina”. Saberse 
“corona de la creación de Di-s” lo llevó 
a su caída, al entender erróneamente 
que nada estaba más allá de su 
conocimiento.

Moshé también estaba consciente del 
hecho que, de todas las creaciones de 
Di-s, él era el único a quien Di-s habló 
“cara a cara”; sabía que era a él y a través 
de él que Di-s comunicó Su sabiduría 
y preceptos a Su mundo. Pero, en vez 
de la alef agrandada de Adám, este 
conocimiento evocó en él, la modesta 
alef de Vaikrá. Moshé se sintió inferior 
por sus dones, y muy humildemente 
impactado por la responsabilidad 
imponente de transmitir exactamente el 
mensaje. La Torá declara: “Moshé era el 
hombre más humilde sobre la faz de la 
tierra “ —no a pesar de sino debido a su 
grandeza.

El hombre antiguo fue a la vez bendecido 
y maldito por la evidente prevalecencia 
de su grandeza. El hombre moderno 
es a la vez bendecidos y maldito por 
el evidente aumento de su pequeñez. 
Nuestro desafío es hacernos de 
ambas bendiciones: combinar nuestro 
conocimiento de cuán pequeño somos 
realmente, con nuestro sentido 
de cuán grandes podemos ser de 
verdad. Convertirse en “un grande” 
humildemente que es el mejor tipo de 
humildad que existe.

Clases en Espanol
Porcion Semanal

Rabbi Shea Rubinstein
Lunes 8:45 pm - 9:45 pm

Tanya( Women)
  Mrs. Vivian Perez

Martes 10:45 am - 12:00pm
198 Park Drive, Bal Harbour Village

Jueves 11:00 - 12:00 
Call Vivian for details - 305.213.3202  

Analisis de distintos temas basados en la Perasha  
Rabbi Shlomi Halsband

Miercoles 8:30 - 10:00 pm
Domingo 8:30 - 10:00 pm

LATIN L INK
REFLEXION SEMANAL
Parasha de la Semana

Clases y Eventos
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IN  A WOMAN’S WORLD
ISSUES OF RELEVANCE TO THE JEWISH WOMAN

Women’s Mikvah:
Please call Mrs. Devorah Failer for an 

appointment: 305-866 1492 or 
305-323-2410

Please Note: Shabbos & Yom Tov visits must be Prepaid

The Shul Sisterhood
 

Who we are...
The Shul Sisterhood organizes all of The Shul’s programming 
and classes geared toward women in the community. Our 
objective is to bring women of all ages and backgrounds 
together to learn, laugh, experience, and rejuvenate their mind, 

body and soul. Meet new friends,
relax and get inspired!

  If you would like to be a part of The Shul Sisterhood, 
please call 305. 868.1411

WEEKLY CLASSES

ROASTED POTATO LEEK SOUP WITH 
ONION HAYSTACK
By Jaime  Geller

INGREDIENTS
4 large Yukon Gold potatoes, not peeled and 
cut into 1-inch pieces
3 large leeks, white parts only, sliced
4 whole garlic cloves, peeled
3 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil, such as 
Colavita
Kosher salt
Freshly ground black pepper
1 cup white wine
8 cups vegetable or chicken broth

zzPREPARATION
1. Preheat oven to 400°F. Line a baking sheet with foil.

2. Toss potatoes, leeks and garlic with evoo, salt and 
pepper and spread out on prepared sheet. Roast at 400°F 
for 40 minutes, until medium brown and caramelized.

3. Transfer vegetables to a large soup pot over medium 
heat. And add white wine. Simmer for 2 to 3 minutes to 
cook out alcohol. And add broth, and cook for 10 minutes 
more. 

4. Blend in pot with immersion blender until smooth. Or 
carefully transfer hot soup to a blender and puree in small 
batches until soup is smooth.

5. Garnish with snipped chives, scallions, or Onion 
Haystack. Serve immediately. If making in advance, cool 
soup then store in a covered container in the refrigerator 
for up to 3 days. When ready to serve, place soup in a pot 
over medium heat. Add a little broth or water if needed if 
the soup is too thick.

PLEASE CHECK 
OUR VIRTUAL CLASS SCHEDULE 

FOR ALL THE SHUL CLASSES THAT 
ARE HAPPENING 

USING THE ZOOM APP /  ONLINE 
DURING THIS  T IME.

HTTPS://ZOOM. US/J/6457054016
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NETWORKING
EFFECTIVE ADVERTISING

PLEASE READ ONLY 
AFTER SHABBOS

PAID ADVERTISEMENTS DO NOT CONSTITUTE ENDORSEMENTS BY ANY RABBIS OR THE SHUL. THE SHUL RESERVES THE RIGHT TO ACCEPT OR REGECT ANY AD SUBMITTED.

To Advertise in The 

Shul Bulletin 

Please visit

https://www.theshul.

org/form/adv
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Sidney Feltenstein - Chairman
Simon Falic
Matias Garfunkel
Ambassador Isaac Gilinski 
Jaime Gilinski
Max Gilinski
Saul Gilinski
Sam Greenberg
Abel Holtz 
Mike Izak

Alberto Kamhazi
Shmuel Katz M.D.
Leo Kryss
Rabbi Sholom D. Lipskar
Lazer Milstein
Michael Perez
Ryan Shapiro
Claudio Stivelman
Morris Tabacinic

Albert Pollans - President
Jaime Gilinski  
David Lichter
Rabbi Sholom D. Lipskar
Monroe Milstein - Treasurer

Steven M. Dunn - Chair
Devorah Leah Andrusier
Janice Barney
Joel Baum
Maurice Egozi
Henry Eichler
Mitchell Feldman
Daniel Gielchinsky
Jacob J. Givner
Evelyn Katz
Rebbetzin Chani Lipskar

Rabbi Sholom D. Lipskar
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar
Lazer Milstein
Orit Osman
Brian Roller
Ryan Shapiro
Marc Sheridan
Daniel Sragowicz
Cynthia Stein
Eric P. Stein
Michael Tabacinic

Rabbi     Rabbi Sholom Lipskar  Ext 311
Associate Rabbi   Rabbi Zalman Lipskar  Ext 345
Rabbi’s Executive Assistant /  CYS Ms. Lydia Hasson  Ext 311
Rebbetzin    Rebbetzin Chani Lipskar 305.992.8363
JLAC / Adult Ed/ Singles  Rabbi Shea Rubinstein Ext 342
CYS College / Kolel   Rabbi Dov Schochet  305.790.8294
Accounting    Mrs. Geri Kelly   Ext 341
Controller    Mrs. Janice Barney  Ext 318
Events / Office Manager  Ms. Milena Liascovitz  Ext 328
Director of Events and Marketing Mrs. Devorah Leah Andrusier Ext 313
Youth Director    Rabbi Shaykee Farkash Ext 329
Operations / Maintenance  Rabbi Shlomi Katan  Ext 319
Reception     Mrs. Mindy Natoli  Ext 0
Mikvah     Mrs. Devorah Failer  305.323.2410
Pre-School Director   Mrs. Chana Lipskar  Ext 325
Sephardic Minyan       305.868.1411 
Hebrew School / Editor  Mrs. Aurit Katan  786.382.9006
Hashkama Minyan   Mr. Lazer Milstein  305.349.3040
Mashgiach    Mr. Mordechai Olesky               786.262.9115

FOUNDATION TRUSTEES

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

CONTACTS AT THE SHUL 305.868.1411

NUMBERS TO KNOW

SHUL GABOIM

Mr. Andrew Roth
Mr. David Portnoy

Rabbi Henry Eichler
Mr. Ettai Einhorn

Mr. David Ben-Arie
Mr. Seth Salver

Steven M. Dunn - President
Jacob Givner - Vice President
David Wolf - Vice President
Mitchell Feldman - VP Oversight
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar - VP Development
Eric P. Stein - Treasurer
Joel Baum - Financial Treasurer
Dovid Duchman - Secretary
Velvel Freedman - Associate Secretary
Carolyn Baumel
Max Benoliel
Betzalel Camissar
Barry Cohen
Boruch Duchman
Henry Eichler

Anita Givner
Sam Greenwald
Sharon Hakmon
Albert Lichy
Rabbi Sholom D. Lipskar
Alexander Matz
Ezzy Rappaport
Elliott Rimon
Yaacov Saidof
Seth Salver
Alex Tauber






