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T H O U G H TS ON THE PAR S HA
F R O M R A B B I SH OLOM LI PSK A R

SHABBOS PARSHAS NITZAVIM VAYEILECH

T

he prince is dying:
We must save
him as he is the
only heir to the throne
and the King loves him
enormously. That is the
circumstance that the
Rebbe often describes
in a parable explaining
the reason Chassidus/
Kabbalah was revealed
and disseminated to
the masses in recent
generations by the Baal Shem Tov and the Alter
Rebbe whose birthdays we celebrated this week
on the 18th of Elul.

transcendent and spiritual concepts of G-d,
Torah, creation, Israel etc.
It is precisely in the generation of Moshiach, when
the state of the Jewish people (G-d’s Prince) has
deteriorated and fallen to the lowest most critical
levels, that all stops must be removed and even
the most valuable and exclusive treasure must
be employed to save the Jewish people (Prince.)

Together with the availability of this powerful
mechanism that Moshiach himself told the
Baal Shem Tov is the necessary ingredient to
be taught and learned even in the seemingly
furthest, darkest and sickest places, we must
make sure that every Jew is part of this global
healing. No Jew can be left behind, and no Jew
Notwithstanding the fact that our Rabbis is less important than any other. Each Jew is
stated that the concepts discussed in Kabbalah considered like the only child Prince who is not
should be studied in extremely limited, exclusive expendable.
environments, even to the extent of confining
this study to only a single person privately, today This week we read Nitzavim/Vayeilech - a
we are charged to promulgate Chassidus to the double portion. The portion of Nitzavim is
furthest reaches, making it available to every always read just before Rosh Hashanah. To
Jew everywhere.
properly prepare for Rosh Hashanah and receive
Hashem’s bountiful blessings the Torah states,
The parable relates the event of a Prince, an only “You all (together) stand here today” including
child who is ill, and the healers conclude that the every category of Jew from the leaders to the
best medication that could cure the Prince is a simple laborers. Only by standing together as a
solution containing the most important Crown single unit, totally unified and integrated with
Jewel. The King, recognizing the value and unconditional love and care for each other, do we
symbol of the Monarchial treasure, suggests merit to be inscribed and sealed for everything
that they try other antidotes before chipping the good in the coming year.
Crown Jewel. After trying all other agents to no
avail, the King permits them to chip a tiny piece The Prince regains his full health and together
of the gem, but the prince is already comatose with all his siblings prepares to greet Moshiach
and cannot swallow it. The King then directs the Now.
healers to take the entire stone, crush it, make
a mixture with it and pour it into the mouth of May you have a healthy, happy and sweet New
the Prince, hoping that even a single drop will Year.
eventually enter and heal the Prince.
So too is Kabbalah/Chassidus, the innermost
secrets of the Torah, considered the Crown
Jewel of Hashem, addressing the most esoteric, Rabbi Sholom D. Lipskar
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C E L E B RATING SHABBOS

EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR AN “OVER THE TOP” SHABBOS EXPERIENCE
Next Week:
Candle Lighting
Mincha

SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Candle lighting
Mincha / Kabalas Shabbos
Shacharis 1st Minyan
Shacharis 2nd Minyan
Mincha
Pirkei Avos Chapter 5&6
Shabbos Ends / Ma’ariv & Havdalah

7:10 p.m.
7:15 p.m.

ROSH HASHANA
7:03 p.m.
7:05 p.m.

Eruv Information

We would like to emphasize that every Erev Shabbos,
individuals should call the Eruv Hotline to make sure
that the Eruv is operational. The number to call is
305- 866-ERUV (3788).

8:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

The Eruv message is recorded approximately two
hours prior to candle lighting. Surfside: The Eruv in
Surfside now includes the walking paths along the
beach. Pushing strollers and carrying is permitted
on the paths, but not beyond the path or onto the
beach.

7:00 p.m.
After Mincha
8:02 p.m.

Bal Harbour: The Eruv in Bal Harbour included
the inner (western) walking path only. The pier at
Haulover Cut is not included.

ALL MINYANIM ARE FOR MEMBERS ONLY!!

To pay your annual dues visit:
www.miamibeacheruv.com

PARSHA IN PICTURES
Test your Parsha knowledge. Can you tell the story of the parsha using the pictures below
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DA ILY S T UDY

A COM P LE TE GU ID E TO AL L C L ASSES AND COURSES OFFERED AT THE SHUL

HT TPS://ZOOM .US/ 6457 0540 16

ALL OUR CLASSES ARE HAPPENING "VIRTUALLY"
PLEASE DOWNLOAD THE ZOOM APP FROM APPLE STORE OR ANDRIOD AND
JOIN OUR CLASSES. UPDATED CLASS SCHEDULES ARE EMAILED OUT DAILY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

7:20 - 7:59 am
CHASSIDUS
Heichaltzu
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar

7:20 - 7:59 am
CHASSIDUS
Heichaltzu
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar

7:20 - 7:59 am
CHASSIDUS
Heichaltzu
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar

7:20 - 7:59 am
CHASSIDUS
Heichaltzu
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar

7:20 - 7:59 am
CHASSIDUS
Heichaltzu
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar

8:00 - 8:15 am
CHITAS SYNOPSIS
Chumash, Tanya,
Rambam’s book
of Mitzvos
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar

8:00 - 8:15 am
CHITAS SYNOPSIS
Chumash, Tanya,
Rambam’s book
of Mitzvos
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar

8:00 - 8:15 am
CHITAS SYNOPSIS
Chumash, Tanya,
Rambam’s book
of Mitzvos
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar

8:00 - 8:15 am
CHITAS SYNOPSIS
Chumash, Tanya,
Rambam’s book
of Mitzvos
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar

8:00 - 8:15 am
CHITAS SYNOPSIS
Chumash, Tanya,
Rambam’s book
of Mitzvos
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar

8:30 - 9:30 am
DAF YOMI
Tractate Shabbos
Rabbi Dov Schochet

8:30 - 9:30 am
DAF YOMI
Tractate Shabbos
Rabbi Dov Schochet

8:30 - 9:30 am
DAF YOMI
Tractate Shabbos
Rabbi Dov Schochet

8:30 - 9:30 am
DAF YOMI
Tractate Shabbos
Rabbi Dov Schochet

8:30 - 9:30 am
DAF YOMI
Tractate Shabbos
Rabbi Dov Schochet

9:30 - 10:00 am
RAMBAM
One champter a day
Rabbi Aryeh Schottenstein

9:30 - 10:00 am
RAMBAM
One champter a day
Rabbi Aryeh Schottenstein

9:35 - 10:00 am
MEGILLOT

Mishlei - Book of Proverbs

Rabbi Dov Schochet

9:30 - 10:00 am
RAMBAM
One champter a day
Rabbi Aryeh Schottenstein

9:30 - 10:00 am
RAMBAM
One champter a day
Rabbi Aryeh Schottenstein

1:30 - 2:30 pm
THE BOOK OF DANIEL
Rabbi Aryeh Schottenstein

10:05 - 10:30 am
PARSHA OF THE WEEK
Rabbi Aryeh Schottenstein

10:00 - 11:00 am
PARSHA OF THE WEEK
Rebbetzin Chani Lipskar

11:15 am - 12:00 pm
PARSHA OF THE WEEK
Rabbi Shea Rubinstien

10:30 - 11:00 am
FOOD FOR THOUGHT
Dobie Rubinstien

8:00 - 8:45 pm
SICHA
Text based Rebbe Sicha
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar

11:00 am - 12:00 pm
SHABBOS

11:15 - 12:15 pm
TANYA
Rabbi Sholom Lipskar

12:00 - 1:00 pm
SENIOR TORAH ACADEMY

5:15 - 5:30 pm
SHABBOS INSPIRATION
Rabbi Sholom Lipskar

4:00 pm
TANYA IN ENGLISH
Mrs. Vivian Perez

4:00 pm
PARSHA IN SPANISH
Mrs. Vivian Perez

https://zoom.us/j/758161843

https://zoom.us/j/758161843

8:00 - 8:30 pm
PARSHA OF THE WEEK
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar

8:00 - 8:30 pm
PARSHA OF THE WEEK
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar

(Men)

(Men & Women)

(Men & Women)

8:45 - 9:45 pm
PARSHA IN SPANISH
Rabbi Shea Rubinstein
(Men & Women)

(Men)

(Men & Women)

Exploring customs w/
chassidus and Kabbalah

Rabbi Shea Rubinstien

(Men)

(Men & Women)

(Women Only)

(Men & Women)

(Men & Women)
12:00 - 1:00 pm
PIRKEI AVOT

Rabbi Dov Schochet
(Men & Women)

8:00 pm
PARSHA OF THE WEEK
Rabbi Sholom Lipskar
(Men & Women)

(Women Only)

(Men & Women)

(Men)

(Men & Women)

Rabbi Dov Schochet
Book of Judges
(Men & Women)

(Men)

(Women Only)

(Women Only)

(Men & Women)
8:45 - 9:45 pm
PIRKEI AVOS
(Women Only)

SPONSOR A DAY / WEEK OF LEARNING IN THE MONTH OF ELUL HTTPS://WWW.THESHUL.ORG/ELUL.HTML
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ALL THINGS SEPHARDIC
S HABBAT SC HE D ULE
FRIDAY NIGHT SEPTEMBER 11
MINCHA/ARVIT AT THE SHUL:
REGULAR CANDLE LIGHTING:
SHKIAH (SUNSET):
TZET HAKOCHAVIM:

7:00 PM
7:10 PM
7:28 PM
8:06 PM

SHABBAT, SEPTEMBER 12
SHACHARIT AT THE SHUL:
NETZ HACHAMA:
ZMAN KERIAT SHEMA:

9:00 AM
7:05 AM
9:37 AM

CLASS BY RABBI MASSRI:
MINCHA/ARVIT AT THE SHUL:
SHKIAH (SUNSET):
TZET HAKOCHAVIM:
RABENU TAM:

6:30 PM
7:05 PM
7:27 PM
8:02 PM
8:39 PM

WEEK DAY S C H E D U L E
SHACHARIT
KORBANOT:
HODU:

7:45 AM
8:00 AM

MINCHA/ARVIT:

7:15 PM

CLASSES WITH RABBI MASSRI AT THE SHUL

DAF YOMI: EVERY DAY 6:00 AM (BEFORE SELICHOT)
CHOK L'YISRAEL: EVERY DAY AFTER SHACHARIT
TEENS CLASS (AGES 14-17): MONDAY - 6:45 PM
YOUNG ADULTS CLASS (AGES 18-22): TUESDAY - 6:45 PM
PIRKEI AVOT IN SPANISH: WEDNESDAY - 7:50 PM
TORAH INSIGHTS & CURRENT AFFAIRS: THURSDAY - 7:50 PM
WED & THURS CLASSES AVAILABLE ON ZOOM
MEETING ID: 897 051 8825 PASSCODE: 197727

MESSAGE FROM RABBI MASSRI

O

n this last Shabbat before Rosh Hashanah, the parashah brings
us a dramatic image of a grand and eventful day. “Atem nitzavim
hayom” : “You stand this day, all of you, before the Lord your G-d...”
(Deut. 29:9). Moshe delivers his last exhortation as he prepares for
death, offering his last words of warning and promise, of blessing and
curse. The people stand poised on the eve of their journey into the land,
knowing that their leader is about to die. It is a momentous time.
Many commentators have taken note of the surely purposeful placement
of Parashat Nitzavim on the Shabbat before Rosh Hashanah (though
sometimes, like this year, the parashah is combined with Vayelech). The
grand and momentous day when the people stand assembled is, of
course, Yom Hadin, the Day of Judgment. It takes but a little imagination
to see the grand day described in the parashah as the day when we
stand in sacred assembly, waiting for G-d’s guidance, reviewing the
blessings and curses of our lives. The similarity between Moshe’s words
and the symbolism of the Days of Awe continues as we move through
the parashah. “See, I have set before you this day: life and good, death
and evil...I call heaven and earth to witness this day against you, that
I have set before you life and death, blessings and curse. Therefore
choose life, that you and your seed may live, loving the Lord your G-d,
hearing G-d’s voice, and staying close to G-d...” (Deut. 30:15, 19-20).
The message is harsh, and the poetry is powerful. Moshe describes the
possibilities in the starkest of terms: Live life according to God’s will, a
life of mitzvah and of awe and of goodness, and the consequence will
be fullness of life for you and yours. Or choose disobedience, alienation
from G-d, attention only to your own will, and you will have no access
to depth and richness of life. You will have chosen the way of curse, the
way of emptiness, the way of death.
These grand words of Torah, which the rabbis intentionally set up to be
read on this important Shabbat just before the holidays, are asking us to
begin our Rosh Hashanah reflection today. What would it take for us to
really choose life this year? What changes would I have to make to savor
the gifts of my life, saying no to distraction and addiction, temptation
and selfishness? What would I need to do to choose life for my family?
What resolve must we make to align ourselves with the forces of life in
the Jewish community? What would it mean to contribute as a member
of the human family? What does the earth itself require from each of us?
Each Musaf service on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur ends with a
prayer, Hayom (“This day”), echoing the grand immediacy of the Torah’s
call to choose life, this day and every day. “This day,” we ask of G-d,
“Strengthen us. Bless us. Make us great. Seek our happiness. Inscribe
us for a good life. Hear our cry. Accept our prayer. Sustain us with
Divine justice this day”. May this day, the last day of rest before the Day
of Judgment, fill us with passion for life, and guide us in clarity to the
choices we must make in the year to come. Amen.
Shabbat Shalom and stay safe!!!
Rabbi Yair Massri

JOIN US FOR SELICHOT
SUNDAY: 7:30 AM

MONDAY - FRIDAY 7:00 AM

ZOOM LINK FOR SELICHOT: MEETING ID: 897 051 8825 PASSCODE: 197727
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ALL THINGS SEPHARDIC
□
□
□
□

□
□
□
□

$7,200 annually - Geulah
$5,400 annually - KeterTorah
$3,600 annually - Chesed
$1,800 annually - Chai

$1,250 Family
$625 Individual
$625 Seasonal Family
$325 Seasonal Individual

SPONSOR THE LEARNING AND BE ZOCHE IN ALL THE BERACHOT

□
□
□
□
□

□
□
□
□
□

Daf Yomi (Talmud) - $613
Week of Learning - $720
Teens Program - $1,200
Month of Learning - $1,800
General Donation - $_____

□

In Honor

□

In Memory

Chock Le'Israel Class - $72
Weekly Spanish Class - $101
Day of Learning - $180
Shabbat Learning - $360
Birkat HaRav - $500

□

For Refuah Shelema

Name:______________________________________________________________________
PLEASE COMPLETE THIS AUTHORIZATION AND RETURN
All information will remain confidential
Name on Card: ______________________________________________________
Phone Number: ______________________________________________________
Email Address: ______________________________________________________
Billing Address:
Street _________________________________________________ Apt _________
City ____________________________ State _________ Zip Code ______________
Credit Card Number: ____________________________________
Expiration Date:

____________________________________

Card Identification Number: ______ (3 digits located on the back of the credit card)

□
□

One Payment of $ ______________
Monthly payment for the next 12 month of $ ________________

YOM TOV SCHEDULE

ARVIT AT THE SHUL:
7:45 PM
EARLIEST TIME TO PREPARE FOOD
AND CANDLE LIGHTING:
7:54 PM

FRIDAY NIGHT SEPTEMBER 18
MINCHA/ARVIT AT THE SHUL:
REGULAR CANDLE LIGHTING:
SHKIAH (SUNSET):
TZET HAKOCHAVIM:

7:00 PM
7:03 PM
7:20 PM
8:14 PM

SUNDAY, SUPTEMBER 20
SHACHARIT:
N ETZ HACHAMA:
ZMAN KERIAT SHEMA:
SHOFAR:
MINCHA/ARVIT:
YOM TOV ENDS:
RABENU TAM:

SHABBAT, SEPTEMBER 19
SHACHARIT AT THE SHUL:
NETZ HACHAMA:
ZMAN KERIAT SHEMA:
MINCHA - TASHLICH
CLASS BY RABBI MASSRI:

9:00 AM
7:08 AM
9:37 AM
6:20 PM
7:20 PM
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8:30 AM
7:08 AM
9:37 AM
11:00 AM
6:50 PM
7:52 PM
8:26 PM

C O M M U NIT Y HAPPENINGS
S H A R I N G WI TH YOUR SH UL FA MI LY

23 Elul
23 Elul
23 Elul
23 Elul
23 Elul
23 Elul
23 Elul
23 Elul
23 Elul
23 Elul
24 Elul
24 Elul
24 Elul
24 Elul
24 Elul
25 Elul
26 Elul
26 Elul
26 Elul
26 Elul
27 Elul
27 Elul
27 Elul
27 Elul
27 Elul
27 Elul
27 Elul
27 Elul
28 Elul
28 Elul
28 Elul
29 Elul
29 Elul
29 Elul
25 Elul
26 Elul
26 Elul
27 Elul
28 Elul

B I R T H DAYS

YA H R TZE I TS

Mrs. Rashel Benacerraf
Ms. Shira Edderai
Mr. Yaacov Freedman
Ms. Brooke Levine
Ms. Emily Levine
Mrs. Devora Leah Lipskar
Ms. Brenda Maya
Ms. Betty Sultan
Mr. Samuel Waksal
Mrs. Renae Winer
Mrs. Debbie Btesh
Mrs. Tamara Rosen
Ms. Felissa Rubin
Mr. Charles Schottenstein
Mrs. Bren Schwartz
Mr. Berel Golomb
Mr. Cyril Egozi
Ms. Paula Hershman
Mr. Benjamin Sussman
Mr. Daniel Yitzchok Wuensch
Mr. Abbey Berkowitz
Mr. Betzalel Camissar
Mr. Joshua Ronald Dozoretz
Mrs. Yonit Duchman
Mr. Jonathan Ghitis
Mrs. Chana Knight
Mr. Joshua Leibowitz
Mrs. Raizel Schottenstein
Mrs. Gabriela Gut
Mr. Menachem Mendel Perez
Mr. Mark Schnapp
Mrs. Sandra Moteles
Mr. Samuel Ostrowiak
Mrs. Peggy Sreter

24 Elul Milach obm
Father of Ms. Meryl H. Schneider
24 Elul Yoshuah ben Meyer obm
Grandfather of Ms. Barbara Ann Taylor
25 Elul Ruth Michaan obm
Mother of Mrs. Deby Farkash
25 Elul Shara Lrbovitch obm
Mother of Mrs. Galina Weiss
25 Elul Mary Vogel obm
Mother of Mrs. Janie. S Kupferman
26 Elul Lewis Cohen obm
Great Uncle of Dr. Fran Glicksman
27 Elul Malka obm
Grandmother of Mr. Mordechai Turgel
& Mr. Alan Turgel
27 Elul Avraham Dovid ben Pinchas Halevi obm
Father of Mrs. Barbara Musikar
27 Elul Moshe ben Shmuel obm
Father of Mr. Jose Yankelevitch
28 Elul Hannah Tziel bas Israel Leib obm
Mother of Mrs. Sandra Moteles
28 Elul Zissel bas Yitzchak obm
Mother of Mr. Jerry Gontownik

MA ZA L TOV

Mazal Tov to Mr. & Mrs. Kobi and Rivkah SaidofF on the birth
of a son. May they raise him to Torah, Chupah and Ma’asim
Tovim and have much nachas from him.
Mazal Tov to Mr. & Mrs. Mike and Vivienne Perez on the
marriage of their children Asher and Elianna. May the young
couple build an everlasting edifice in Israel. Mazal Tov also to
the grandparents Mrs. Raquel Rub and Mr. & Mrs. Hanoj and
Mirna Perez

R EFUA H SH LE I MA H

If you have a health update on anyone listed please contact The Shul. We would like to
keep the listing current and remove names of people who have recovered.

K I D’ S B I R T H DAYS

Kehos Herz
Racheli Camissar
Zalman Mizrachi
Chaim Meir Shlomo Stern
Jaime Biton

A NN I V E R S A R I E S

Mr. & Mrs. Michael and Rebecca Weinstock
Mr. & Mrs. Raphael and Batya Ammar
Rabbi & Mrs. Berel and Judith Zisman
Mr. & Mrs. David and Carol Benichou
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MEN
Yehonatan HaLevi ben Malka
Eliezer ben Sarah
Aharon ben Beylah
Meyer Eliezer ben Sarah
Menachem Mendel ben Sara
Yehoshua ben Tamara
Isaac Gilbert ben Nelly Esther
Bentzion ben Nomi Rachel
Margalite
Eber Avraham ben Fruma
Esther
Shlomo Yaakov ben Chaya
Sarah Rochel
Chaim Zelig Ben Eidel
Ari ben Na’ama
Tzvi Yitzchak ben Chaya
Chaim Tzvi Hirsch ben Guttel

WOMEN
Esther Yocheved bas Raizel
Bracha
Shima Leah bas Gittel
Sarah Libke bas Baile
Chana Bayla bas Masha
Rina Chaya Miriam bas Leah
Bracha
Genya Baila bas Gisela
Sonia Simcha bat Sultana
Tzipora Pnina bas Slava
Feige bas Krandel
Chaya Miriam Yehudit bat
Chava
Clara bat Corina
Rivka bat Shoshana
Miriam bat Risha Raizel

C O M M U NIT Y HAPPENINGS
SHARING WITH YOUR SHUL FAMILY

TH A N KS TO OUR DON O RS

E LUL L I GH T & P OW E R

We sincerely thank the following members and supporters of The Shul
for donations received between 08/25/20 and 08/31/20
We apologize for any errors or omissions that we may have made.

Light & Power and Wine for Kiddush & Havdalah
for the month of Elul is Kindly Sponsored by

Mr. & Mrs. Jackie Abraham
Mrs. Zina Abraham
Mr. & Mrs. Shlomo Alexander
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Amishay
Mr. & Mrs. Raphael Ammar
Mr. & Mrs. Yankie Andrusier
Mr. & Dr. Marvin Anhalt
Mr. & Mrs. Gideon Azari
Ms. Malca Bassan
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Baum
Mr. & Mrs. Nadav Ben-Chetrit
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Benchimol
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Blisko
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Borochoff
Dr. & Mrs. Gordon Braun
Mr. & Mrs. Jordan Bublick
Dr. & Mrs. Brad Kenneth Cohen
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Cohen
Rabbi & Mrs. Uri Cohen
Rabbi & Mrs. Shlomie Diamont
Mr. & Mrs. Zev Drizin
Mr. & Mrs. Dovid Duchman
Mr. & Mrs. Steven M. Dunn
Mr. & Mrs. Shlomo Dwek
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Falic
Mr. & Mrs. Anton Fischman
Mr. & Mrs. Morris Gad
Mr. & Mrs. Solomon Garber
Mr. & Mrs. Simpson Gardyn
Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Gewirtz
Mr. Daniel Gielchinsky
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Gilinski
Mr. & Mrs. Jacob J. Givner
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Goldfarb
Mr. & Mrs. Moshe Goldshtein
Mr. Chaim Shimon Goldstein
Mr. Berel Golomb
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Greenwald
Mr. & Mrs. Josh Greisman
Dr. & Mrs. Horacio Groisman
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Gut
Mr. & Mrs. Sharon Hakmon
Mr. & Mrs. Isi Halberthal
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Halpern
Ms. Lydia Hasson
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Jaffe
Ms. Judith Kaplan
Mr. David Karchov
Mr. & Mrs. Jacky Koenig
Mr. & Mrs. Mendi Labkowski
Mr. & Mrs. Andres Leimdorfer
Mr. David Lekach
Mr. & Mrs. Moshe Shlomo Lerman
Mr. & Mrs. David Lichter
Mr. & Mrs. Albert David Lichy
Ms. Tirtza Lieberman

David Schottenstein

In honor of my aishes chayil

Eda Schottenstein

and our 17th wedding anniversary.
Thank you for everything.
“Those who establish Synagogues for prayer and those who come there to pray,
those who provide lights for illumination, wine and grape juice for kiddush
and havdalah, food for the wayfarers and charity for the needy, and all those
who occupy themselves faithfully with communal affairs - may The Holy One,
blessed be He, give them their reward, remove them from all sicknesses, heal
their entire body, pardon all their sins, and send blessing and success to all
their endeavors, together with all Israel their brethren; and let us say Amen.”

HA L AC H I C T I M E S
BASE D ON TIM E S F O R S E P T E M B E R 1 6
Alot Hashachar / Dawn
5:54 am
Earliest Talit & Tefillin
6:26 am
Netz Hachamah / Sunrise
7:07 am
(Earliest Amidah)
Latest Shema
10:09 am
Zman Tfillah
11:11 am
Chatzot / Midday
1:14 pm
Earliest Mincha
1:46 pm
Plag HaMincha
6:09 pm
Shekiah / Sunset
7:23 pm
(Preferable latest time for Mincha)
Tzeit Hakochavim / Nightfall
7:46 pm
(Earliest preferable Ma’ariv)
Times taken from www.chabad.org
Please note that during the week times may
Vary by a minute or two.

9

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Lipschutz
Rabbi & Rebbetzin Sholom D.
Lipskar
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Liss
Mr. & Mrs. Asher Mamane
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Mamane
Rabbi & Mrs. Yair Massri
Mr. & Mrs. Alexander Matz
Mr. & Mrs. Asher David Milstein
Dr. & Dr. Raul Mitrani
Dr. & Mrs. Robert B. Mondshine
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Moore
Mr. Glenn D. Moses
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Ness
Dr. Zev Neuwirth
Mr. & Mrs. Isser New
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Ohayon
Mrs. & Mrs. Jack Osman
Mr. Allan Perelis
Mr. & Mrs. Shlomo Peretz
Mr. & Mrs. David Portnoy
Mr. Ari Propis
Rabbi & Mrs. Ezzy Rappaport
Dr. Bracha Reich
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Rosengarten
Ms. Vivi Rubinstein
Mr. & Mrs. Isaac Salver
Mrs. Linda R. Salzhauer
Mrs. Esty Scheiner
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DAILY WISDOM
Inspiring insights on the Torah
Shabbos, 23 Elul

Sunday, 24 Elul

Being United with the Torah

Heaven on Earth

[Moses told the Levites,] “Take this Torah
scroll and place it alongside [the Tablets of
Testimony].” Deuteronomy 31:26

[G-d said,] “Listen, O heaven . . . Hear, O earth.”
Deuteronomy 32:1
G-d addressed both heaven and earth in order to teach us
that we are called upon to harmonize the two. The Torah
originates in heaven and consists of G-d’s vision for the
perfection of the world. By spreading the knowledge of the
Torah to ourselves and to others, we are bringing heaven
down to earth. By reshaping both our own lives and the
lives of others in accordance with the Torah’s teachings,
we are bringing life on earth up to heaven. When we have
made life into “heaven on earth” – reconciling the division
between the two – heaven and earth testify how we have
fulfilled our mission in life.

Thus, the Ark in the Tabernacle contained the Torah
both engraved in stone and written on parchment.
The difference between engraved and written letters
is that the engraved letters are part and parcel of
the stone, whereas written letters are not part
of the parchment but added to it. Thus, engraved
letters express our intrinsic connection to the Torah,
whereas written letters allude to how we preserve
our connection to the Torah even during our mundane
lives, when we think of ourselves as being separate
from the Torah.
The presence of both the engraved Torah and the
inscribed Torah within the Ark indicates that we must
first experience our intrinsic connection with the
Torah and then carry that experience with us into our
mundane lives.

Monday, 25 Elul

Tuesday, 26 Elul

Maintaining Focus
[Moses said,] “[G-d] made [the Jewish people]
surround Him [by commanding them to camp
around the Tabernacle].” Deuteronomy 32:10

The Challenge of Wealth

[Moses said,] “The [formerly] upright people
became fat and kicked.” Deuteronomy 32:15
There is nothing wrong with wealth per se, as long as we
take the necessary steps to ensure that we retain the
proper perspective. We should answer the challenge of
wealth by striving all the more to refine our human-animal
natures, taking care not to indulge in excess mundane
gratification – material or cultural. We can then refine the
world, as well, by shining the light of the Torah outward,
using the blessings of wealth for their intended purposes:
to support and further the study of the Torah and the
dissemination of Judaism.

By studying the Torah regularly, we construct a
“Tabernacle,” i.e., a dwelling for G-d, in our personal
lives. By commanding the Jewish people to encamp
around the Tabernacle, G-d teaches us that we
should center our lives around this inner sanctuary.
The innermost point of the Tabernacle was the Ark,
which housed the Tablets of the Covenant, i.e., the
Torah. When the Torah is the focal point around which
our lives revolve, it can positively affect all facets of
our lives, as it is meant to. Furthermore, once the
Torah is illuminating and influencing our lives as
it is meant to, its influence can spread still further
outward, enlightening and refining all humanity and
the entire world.

If we encounter someone who has “gotten fat and
kicked,” we should not give up hope, since even the most
disinterested Jew remains a Jew at heart, and the light of
truth will penetrate even the hardest barrier.
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Wednesday, 27 Elul
G-d’s Children

[Moses said that G-d would say,] “They are children who [act] uneducated.” Deuteronomy 32:20
By referring to us as His “children,” G-d let it be known that He would never sever His relationship with us, and
that we can never sever our relationship with Him – just as parents can never sever themselves from their
children, and children can never sever themselves from their parents. The relationship between parents and
their children is so essential, so strong, that no matter how seriously it may be tested, in the final analysis it
will always overcome any behavior that might seem to threaten it.
It is therefore pointless to try to hide or flee from this relationship, and senseless to think that it can ever be
forfeited. G-d’s love for us is infinitely stronger than anything we may have done to weaken it.

Thursday, 28 Elul

Friday, 29 Elul

Healing the World

When the Messiah Comes
[Moses addressed the non-Jews:] “Nations!
Praise [G-d] for His people, [the Jews]!”
Deuteronomy 32:43

[G-d said,] “I strike and I heal.” Deuteronomy 32:39
The Hebrew word for “strike” (machatzti) is related to the word
for “barrier” or “partition” (mechitzah). The sickness that the
world presently suffers from is the artificial barrier between
the spiritual and the material. The difficulty we experience in
trying to sense the spiritual in what we do or in trying to apply
our inspiration to our daily lives is the true definition of exile. In
the Messianic era, G-d will heal this split. The dividing barrier
will be transformed into a connecting doorway, enabling the
spiritual and the material to once again unite. This is how evil
will be eliminated in the future: G-d will be so revealed that
evil – the denial of G-d – will simply cease to exist.
It follows that the way to hasten the Messianic era is by
taking care to refine even the lowest aspects of our material
lives, infusing them with as much spirituality as we can. By
living “messianic” lives in this way, we are doing our part to
nullify the exile.

11

When the Messianic Redemption occurs, truth will
no longer be so easily confused with falsehood. It
will become clear to the whole world why G-d chose
the Jews to be His people. Our role as the priests
and teachers of humanity will finally be universally
acknowledged, and our redeeming contributions
to human civilization will be fully appreciated. The
nations of the world will then do whatever they can
to aid the Jews in their Divine mission of bringing the
world to its fullest potential.
Educating the world to appreciate not only G-d but
G-d’s people is therefore an integral part of preparing
the world for the Redemption and hastening it.

PARSHA MESSAGES
PARS HAS NI T Z AV I M VAY E L E C H

HOW TO RENEW A NATION

T

he Talmud gives an ingenious
reading to the line, “Moses
commanded us a Torah, as a heritage
of the congregation of Israel.” Noting that
there are 613 commands, and that the
numerical value of the word Torah is 611,
it says that in fact Moses gave us 611
commands, while the other two – “I am
the Lord your G-d,” and, “You shall have
no other gods beside Me,” (the first 2 of
the 10 commandments) – the Israelites
received not from Moses but directly from
God Himself.
There is a different distinction the
Sages might have made. Moses gave
us 611 commands, and at the very
end, in Vayelech, he
gave us two
meta-commands, commands about
the commands. They are Hakhel, the
command to assemble the people once
every seven years for a public reading of
(key parts of) the Torah, and “Now write
for yourselves this song” (Deut. 31:19),
interpreted by tradition as the command
to write, or take part in writing, our own
Sefer Torah.

assembly, is directed at the people
as a totality. Writing a Sefer Torah
is directed at individuals. This is the
essence of covenantal politics. We
have individual responsibility and
we have collective responsibility.
In Hillel’s words, “If I am not for
myself, who will be, but if I am
only for myself, what am I?” In
Judaism, the state is not all, as it is
in authoritarian regimes. Nor is the
individual all, as it is in the radically
individualist liberal democracies of
today. A covenantal society is made
by each accepting responsibility
for all, by individuals committing
themselves to the common good.
Hence the Sefer Torah – our written
constitution as a nation – must be
renewed in the life of the individual
(command 613) and of the nation
(command 612).

These two commands are set apart from
all the others. They were given after all
the recapitulation of the Torah in the book
of Devarim, the blessings and curses
and the covenant renewal ceremony.
They are embedded in the narrative in
which Moses hands on leadership to his
successor Joshua. The connection is that
both the laws and the narrative are about
continuity. The laws are intended to ensure
that the Torah will never grow old, will be
written afresh in every generation, will
never be forgotten by the people and will
never cease to be its active constitution
as a nation. The nation will never abandon
its founding principles, its history and This is how the Torah describes the
identity, its guardianship of the past and mitzvah of Hakhel:
its responsibility to the future.
“At the end of every seven years, in
Note the beautiful complementarity of the year for cancelling debts, during
the two commands. Hakhel, the national the Festival of Tabernacles, when all
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Israel comes to appear before the Lord
your God at the place He will choose,
you shall read this Torah before them in
their hearing. Assemble the people—
men, women and children, and the
strangers in your towns—so they can
listen and learn to revere the L-rd your
G-d and follow carefully all the words
of this Torah. Their children, who do
not know, shall hear it and learn to fear
the L-rd your G-d as long as you live in
the land you are crossing the Jordan to
possess.” (Deut 31:10-13).
Note the inclusivity of the event. It
would be anachronistic to say that
the Torah was egalitarian in the
contemporary sense. After all, in
1776, the framers of the American
Declaration of Independence could
say, “We hold these truths to be
self-evident, that all men are created
equal,” while slavery still existed, and
no woman had a vote. Yet the Torah
regarded it as essential that women,
children and strangers should be
included in the ceremony of citizenship
in the republic of faith.

Who performed the reading? The
Torah does not specify, but tradition
ascribed the role to the King. That was
extremely important. To be sure, the
Torah separates religion and politics.
The King was not High Priest, and the
High Priest was not King. This was
revolutionary. In almost every other
ancient society, the head of state was
the head of the religion; this was not
accidental but essential to the pagan
vision of religion as power. But the
King was bound by the Torah. He was
commanded to have a special Torah
scroll written for him; he was to keep
it with him when he sat on the throne
and read it “all the days of his life”
(Deut. 17:18-20). Here too, by reading
the Torah to the assembled people
every seven years, he was showing
that the nation as a political entity
existed under the sacred canopy of
the Divine word. We are a people, the
King was implicitly saying, formed by
covenant. If we keep it, we will flourish;
if not, we will fail.

attention … Each had to regard himself
as if he had been charged with the
Torah now for the first time, and as
though he had heard it from the mouth
of G-d, for the King was an ambassador
proclaiming the words of G-d.
Apart from giving us a sense of the
grandeur of the occasion, Maimonides
is making a radical suggestion: that
Hakhel is a re-enactment of the Giving
of the Torah at Sinai – “as on the day
the Torah was given,” “as though he had
heard it from the mouth of G-d” – and
thus a covenant renewal ceremony.
How did he arrive at such an idea?
Almost certainly it was because of
Moses’ description of the Giving of the
Torah in Va’etchanan:
The day you stood before the Lord your
G-d at Horeb, when the Lord said to me,
“Assemble [hakhel] the people to Me
that I may let them hear My words, in
order that they may learn to revere Me
as long as they live on earth, and may
so teach their children.” (Deut. 4:10).

This is how Maimonides describes the
actual ceremony:
The italicised words are all echoed in
the Hakhel command, especially the
Trumpets were blown throughout word Hakhel itself, which only appears
Jerusalem to assemble the people; and in one other place in the Torah. Thus
a high platform, made of wood, was was Sinai recreated in the Temple
brought and set up in the centre of the in Jerusalem every seven years, and
Court of Women. The King went up and thus was the nation, men, women,
sat there so that his reading might be children and strangers, renewed in its
heard … The chazzan of the synagogue commitment to its founding principles.
would take a Sefer Torah and hand it
to the head of the synagogue, and the Tanach gives us vivid descriptions of
head of the synagogue would hand it to actual covenant renewal ceremonies,
the deputy high priest, and the deputy in the days of Joshua (Josh. 24), Josiah
high priest to the High Priest, and the (2 Kings 23), Asa (2 Chron. 15) and Ezra
High Priest to the King, to honour him and Nehemiah (Neh. 8-10). These were
by the service of many persons … The historic moments when the nation
King would read the sections we have consciously rededicated itself after a
mentioned until he would come to the long period of religious relapse. Because
end. Then he would roll up the Sefer of Hakhel and covenant renewal, Israel
Torah and recite a blessing after the was eternally capable of becoming
reading, the way it is recited in the young again, recovering what Jeremiah
synagogue … Proselytes who did not called “the devotion of your youth” (Jer.
know Hebrew were required to direct 2:2).
their hearts and listen with utmost
awe and reverence, as on the day the What happened to Hakhel during the
Torah was given at Sinai. Even great almost 2000 years in which Israel had
scholars who knew the entire Torah no king, no country, no Temple and no
were required to listen with utmost Jerusalem? Some scholars have made
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the intriguing suggestion that the
minhag Eretz Yisrael, the custom of
Jews in and from Israel, which lasted
until about the thirteenth century, of
reading the Torah not once every year
but every three or three-and-a-half
years, was intended to create a seven
year cycle, so that the second reading
would end at the same time as Hakhel,
namely on the Succot following a
sabbatical year (a kind of septennial
Simchat Torah).
I would suggest a quite different
answer. The institution of the reading
of the Torah on Shabbat morning,
which goes back to antiquity, acquired
new significance at times of exile and
dispersion. There are customs that
remind us of Hakhel. The Torah is read,
as it was by the King on Hakhel and Ezra
at his assembly, standing on a bimah,
a raised wooden platform. The Torah
reader never stands alone: there are
usually three people on the bimah, the
segan, the reader and the person called
to the Torah, representing respectively
G-d, Moses, and the Israelites. According
to most halachists, the reading of the
Torah is chovat tzibbur, an obligation
of the community, as opposed to the
study of Torah which is chovat yachid,
an obligation of the individual.[6]
So, I believe, keriat ha-Torah should
be translated not as “the Reading of
the Torah” but as “the Proclaiming of
Torah.” It is our equivalent of Hakhel,
transposed from the seventh year to
the seventh day.
It is hard for individuals, let alone
nations, to stay perennially young. We
drift, lose our way, become distracted,
lose our sense of purpose and with it
our energy and drive. I believe the best
way to stay young is never to forget
“the devotion of our youth,” the defining
experiences that made us who we are,
the dreams we had long ago of how we
might change the world to make it a
better, fairer, more spiritually beautiful
place. Hakhel was Moses’ parting gift
to us, showing us how it might be done.

4 POWERFUL INSIGHTS FROM THE
REBBE ON PARSHAS NITZAVIM - VAYEILECH
The Strength to be Successful
You are all standing this day . . .
Deuteronomy 29:9

The Individual and the Community
You are all standing this day . . .
Deuteronomy 29:9
Parshat Nitzavim is always read on the Shabbat before
Rosh Hashanah. The Torah addresses every Jew in these
words, “You are standing today, all of you, before the L-rd
your G-d: Your heads, your tribes, your elders, your officers,
even all the men of Israel… from the hewer of your wood to
the drawer of your water.”
This is something of a contradiction. The verse begins “You
are all standing”—without making any distinctions. But
immediately afterwards, it proceeds to detail the different
classes of Jew separately. Why, did it need to do so, when
the phrase “all of you” already encompasses them all?
It did so in order to make a fundamental point: that on the
one hand, there must be unity amongst Jews; and, at the
same time, each has his unique contribution to make, his
own individual mission.

This week’s Torah reading begins: “You are all standing today.”
“Today” refers to Rosh HaShanah, the Day of Judgment. The
Torah is telling the Jews that they “are standing,” triumphant
in judgment. This is the blessing for the month of Tishrei,
and in a larger sense, the blessing for the entire year.
More particularly, the word nitzavim — the core of the
blessing given by G-d — does not only mean “standing.” We
find the term: nitzav melech, “the deputy serving as king.”
the use of the term nitzavim indicates that G-d blesses us
to stand with the strength and confidence possessed by a
king’s deputy.
This blessing enables us to proceed through each new year
with unflinching power; no challenges will budge us from our
commitment to the Torah and its mitzvos. On the contrary,
we will proceed from strength to strength in our endeavor
to spread G-dly light throughout the world.
When a person identifies with G-d — the G-dly core within
his own being and the mission of revealing G-dliness in the
world at large — he discovers indomitable resources of
strength. This enables him to overcome all obstacles and
appreciate the bountiful good with which G-d has endowed
the world.

But, if there have to be distinctions amongst Jews, how can
there be true unity amongst them?
The verse supplies its own answer: “You are standing today,
all of you before the L-rd your G-d.” It is as Jews stand before
G-d in the full recognition that He is the author of their
powers and the ground of their being, that they are one.
With the assurance implicit in these words, each Jew, comes
to the coronation of G-d on Rosh Hashanah, the acceptance
of His sovereignty and the proclamation of His kingship over
Israel, and over the entire world.
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A Personal Torah Scroll
And now, write for yourselves this song, and teach it
to the Children of Israel. Place it into their mouths, in
order that this song will be for Me as a witness for the
children of Israel.
Deuteronomy 31:19
This week’s Torah reading contains the final positive
commandment in the Torah, the mitzvah to write
a Torah scroll. Each individual is obligated to write a
Torah scroll for himself.
This commandment raises a question. Over the course
of Jewish history, we do not find many individuals
writing Torah scrolls. Why has the mitzvah not been
given adequate focus?

Every Moment Counted
You have selected the L-rd this day, to be your G-d, and to
And Moses went and spoke the following words to all of
Israel. And he said to them: “I am one hundred and twenty
years old today . . .”
Deuteronomy 31:1–2
Today my days and years were fulfilled; on this day I was
born, and on this day I shall die . . . This is to teach us that
G-d fulfills the years of the righteous to the day and to the
month, as it is written (Exodus 23:26): “I shall fulfill the
number of your days.”
Rashi, ibid.; Talmud, Rosh Hashanah 11a
A year is more than a quantity of time: it is a cycle, a sequence
of transitions that runs its course only to repeat itself again
and again. On the spiritual plane, each year brings a repeat
of the various spiritual influences unleashed by the festivals
(freedom on Passover, joy on Sukkot, etc.) from their fixed
position on the Jewish calendar.
Thus, the Hebrew word for “year,” shanah, means both
“change” and “repetition.” For the year is an embodiment
of the entire range of transformations that constitute the
human experience. Each year of our lives only repeats this
cycle, though on the higher level to which a year’s worth of
maturity and achievement have elevated us. In other words,
one can say that we all live for one year, and then relive our
lives for as many times as we are enabled, each time on a
more elevated level, like a spiral which repeats the same
path with each revolution, but on a higher plane.
Therein lies the significance of a life that is “fulfilled” in the
sense that it consists of complete calendar years. Moses
was born on the seventh of Adar and passed away on the
same date, as was the case with a number of other tzaddikim
(perfectly righteous individuals).
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The resolution to this question depends on the
conception of Jewish community. When a community
undertakes an objective, it is considered as if all the
members of the community are involved in that
activity.
Jewish communities throughout the world have
always had Torah scrolls written for them. When
commissioning these scrolls, the intent is that every
member of the community be considered a part
owner of the scroll, and that it therefore be considered
as if each member of the community himself has
commissioned the writing of the scroll, in this way, the
entire community fulfil their obligation.
The mitzvah of writing a Torah scroll was given to
the Jewish people - and fulfilled by Moshe Rabbeinu
- directly before our people’s entry into Eretz Yisrael.
Our Rabbis have taught that the fulfillment of this
mitzvah is one of the preparatory steps leading to
the conclusion of exile and to the advent of the era
when we will again enter Eretz Yisrael, and fulfill all
the mitzvos in the most complete manner.

STORIES WITH SOUL

T

here was once a wealthy Jew who
lived on the outskirts of town,
having intentionally built his
mansion there so the poorer villagers
would not disturb him. His attitude
was instilled in his family, and they too
shunned their less fortunate brethren.
At the same time, the wealthy miser
had a great love for Torah study. To
indulge his love of learning, he built a
beautiful study hall on his property, and
every day would mingle with the Torah
scholars who came to study there.
One day a scraggly-looking stranger
appeared in the study hall. It was
obvious that he was learned, but what
no one knew was that he had once been
rich himself. After losing his fortune he
had begun wandering from town to
town, with one cardinal rule: he would
never ask for food. If someone offered
him a meal he would accept it, but he
would never be the one to initiate the
request.
The wanderer was very weak when he
entered the study hall. Three days and
nights had already elapsed without
food passing his lips. Surely someone
would invite him home and feed him...
The stranger joined a group in the
midst of a lively Talmudic discussion.
Everyone was astounded by his
erudition, especially the miser, who
enjoyed conversing with intelligent
people. The hours passed, and soon
it was time for lunch. By the time the
poor man was invited to the home of
the miser to continue their discussion,
he was almost delirious from the
prospect of eating.
The miser went to wash his hands but
did not ask the poor man to join him.
A sumptuous meal was served, but
only a single portion. The stranger was
shocked. After taking a bite of bread
and eating a slice of succulent roast,
the miser returned to their previous
conversation. “Now, what were we
discussing?” he asked, oblivious to his
guest’s discomfort.

By that time the stranger was having
difficulty not fainting. He was about to
break his pledge and ask for food when
with his last ounce of strength he stood
up, apologized, and stumbled outside.
When a few minutes passed and he
did not return the miser went to the
window, and was surprised to see a
large crowd gathered in front of his
house. “What happened?” he asked.
“What’s going on?”
“A pauper just died in the street,” he was
told. “From the looks of it, he seems to
have starved to death.”
The miser was stricken to the core.
Only now did he realize how base and
cruel he had been. Overcome with
remorse, he closed himself in his room
and wept till he fell asleep from sheer
exhaustion.
In a dream, the pauper appeared to
him and said, “Know that because you
caused my death, it was decreed that
you should pass away immediately. But
because I pleaded for mercy on your
behalf, I have been permitted to reveal
to you how you can make amends.” The
miser agreed to do whatever he was
told.
“Tomorrow you must tell your family
that you are leaving on a business trip
for one year. After you have left town
you must change your appearance,
dress in rags, and return to your own
study hall. There you must stay for
an entire year, learning Torah, praying
and doing teshuva, repenting, for
your misdeeds. When you need to
eat, you may only appeal to your own
household. But you must never reveal
to them your true identity.”
The miser was thankful for the reprieve
and did exactly as he was told.
Funny how one’s perspective was
different on the other side of the
fence... When the miser knocked on
the door of the mansion and asked for
a crust of bread he was sent away. He
knocked again, only to be beaten and
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cursed. It wasn’t until he announced
that he would not leave the premises
that they relented, and handed him
some crumbs of bread.
The miser rejoiced over this meager
offering as if he found a great treasure,
and two days later returned for more.
As time passed the family came to
regard him as a harmless lunatic. The
children looked forward to his visits
so they could pull his beard and pour
water over his head. The miser suffered
these indignities in silence, aware that
he alone was to blame for his children’s
mischief.
At the end of the year the former miser
put on the same clothes he had been
wearing when he left and returned
home. The first thing he did was to
arrange a feast for all the important
personages in town, and he expressly
invited all the poor people to participate.
In front of everyone he related the
story of what had happened to him,
and with tears in his eyes announced
that henceforth his home would be
open to all. Every day, he would feed as
many poor people as showed up on his
doorstep.
That night he had another dream in
which the dead pauper appeared to
him, but this time he was smiling.
“Happy is your lot for having achieved
a complete repentance,” he informed
him. “And you should know that you
have also brought rest and repose to
my soul.”

THE SHUL HAS RECEIVED
MANY REQUESTS FOR HELP
WITH HOLIDAY NEEDS.
IF YOU WOULD LIKE
TO CONTRIBUTE, VISIT
H T TPS: //WWW.THES HUL.
OR G/PAYME NT.P HP

SEEKING AWE

By by Emuna Braverman - Aish.com

WE ALL WANT TO TRANSCEND THE
MUNDANE, TO LIFT ABOVE THE
ORDINARY, TO TOUCH THE DIVINE.

I

’ve had the privilege of visiting
some wonderful national parks
in the last few months – from
Yosemite to the Grand Canyon to
the Smoky mountains. They were
all spectacular in their own ways,
completely awesome – whether
you use the word as slang or as
originally intended!
But perhaps what was even
more awe-inspiring were all the
people we encountered at each of
these spots (at a social distance
of course). Wherever we went it
was like seeing a microcosm of
the country, correction; the world.
From the variety of languages to
the variation in dress, from bikers
to those covered in tattoos, from
very young to very old, these spots
of incredible beauty attract literally
everyone.
Why is that? I think it’s because
not only do we all connect with

beauty but on a much deeper level,
we all want to be uplifted, to be
elevated, to be awed. We all want
to transcend the mundane, to lift
above the ordinary, to touch the
Divine. We all want to reach God.
I don’t think everyone names it like
that but I think it’s the true basic
instinct. Not only do these sights
(which seems like such a pedestrian
word to describe such grandeur)
take us out of ourselves, out of our
daily concerns and concerns, not
only do such experiences give us
perspective, the really do lift us out
of this world.
We all get too caught up in life’s
hassles and trivialities. We all forget
to take moments to reach out.
We all know, on some very primal
level, that there is more to life than
mortgages and car leases. We all
want to see natural beauty.
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Nachmanides said (and I am
paraphrasing) that “nature is just
miracles we are used to.” We don’t
notice the roses outside our doors
or the trees in our backyards. But
we wish we did. We really want
to. That’s why we get in our cars
(the ones whose leases we were
worrying about) and drive hours
and hours just to get a glimpse.
(Corona silver lining: the parks were
significantly less crowded allowing
for even more amazing views). We
know that beauty will elevate us.
We know we will connect with the
Eternal – and we want it so badly,
so desperately.
Seeing the whole gamut of
humanity at the national parks gave
me hope. We were all unified and
connected in our awe and wonder
and appreciation of the world God
has created for us.
I wasn’t just checking off items on
my bucket list (I actually don’t even
believe in bucket lists but that’s
another story), but I don’t think I
anticipated all the ramifications of
these trips to the parks.
I was elevated by the vistas and I
was elevated watching the awe on
the faces of my fellow visitors.
The Almighty gives us so many
different opportunities to be
grateful; I’m working on appreciating
the nuances of all of them. And
I’m glad I pushed past my fear of
heights to go to the Grand Canyon
even though I kept yelling at my
husband, “You promised me you
wouldn’t go near the edge!”

MY ENCOUNTER WITH THE REBBE
SECURITY CLEARANCE OF ANOTHER KIND
Dr David Rosengard

T

he story I am about to tell was
related to me by my grandfather
– David Eli Rosengard. It is an
amazing story which my grandfather
told many times, and my family
remembers it as vividly as I do.
My grandfather was a doctor, who
held the rank of lieutenant colonel in
the U.S. armed forces. Shortly after
the Korean War broke out in 1950,
he was ordered to the South Pacific,
where American soldiers were
falling ill from a mysterious stomach
ailment. (I do not recall the location
exactly, but I do know that it was on
an island in the South Pacific, possibly
Guam, but I am not sure.)
As my grandfather related the story,
the situation was quite serious and it
went on for a considerable period of
time, so there was very real concern
about what was happening to these
soldiers.
Before going over to investigate, my
grandfather decided to get a blessing
from the Lubavitcher Rebbe. As a
physician living and practicing in
Boston, he had cared for the family
of Rabbi Yehuda Krinsky – who later
became the Rebbe’s secretary – and
it was Rabbi Krinsky who arranged
the audience for him.
When my grandfather came into the
Rebbe’s office, the Rebbe – who had
previously worked as an electrical
engineer at the Brooklyn Navy Yard –
took out a military map of the region
where the soldiers were falling ill.
And he told my grandfather that right
there secret nuclear testing was being
done. It was likely that the soldiers
were consuming shellfish (which are
filter-feeders) and, as a result, were
getting sick from ingesting toxins
that were bioproducts of the testing.
The Rebbe then instructed my
father to go to the beach after a

high tide and conduct
tests – and there he
would find evidence of
what was causing the
mysterious illness. The
Rebbe was very precise
in his instructions,
which amazed my
grandfather.
But
when
my
grandfather
arrived
at the site, he did not
immediately do what
the Rebbe advised. A
week or two passed
with
the
health
situation among the
soldiers not improving,
and then my grandfather recalled
what the Rebbe had told him: “Go to
this location and you will have your
answer.”
He arranged for a test of samples
taken of the ocean water and also
of the various types of mollusks
and crustaceans found in it. The test
proved that the Rebbe had been
absolutely right – it clearly identified
the toxin that was making the soldiers
ill.
Once the problem was solved, my
grandfather decided to report all this
to his commanding officer, who found
it hard to accept what my father was
telling him – that secret nuclear
testing was causing the problem. He
was flabbergasted by this information
and just couldn’t acknowledge that
such a thing was possible.
But a week or so later, a newspaper
cover-story confirmed exactly what
the Rebbe had told my grandfather
about the secret nuclear testing. And
what I find fascinating is that the top
military brass of the US armed forced
seemed not to know what was going
on in that region, but the Rebbe did.
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My grandfather’s story clearly proves
that the Rebbe had information that
was even higher than top secret.
There’s something called “classified”
and there’s something called “top
secret” to which very few people
in the government have access.
But the Rebbe went beyond that.
I firmly believe that the Rebbe’s
Torah knowledge gave him access to
spiritual channels that laid bare all
those secrets, so that he could tell
the military what was going on even
when they did not know.
In conclusion, I have to say I am sorry
that I have not done justice to this
story. My grandfather often spoke
about what had happened, describing
everything in great detail. We used
to have a VHS tape of him speaking
about it for hours at a Chabad House
and, before it was lost, I saw it several
times. I also heard my grandfather
relate this story many times before
he passed away in 2009. And he
always gave credit to the Rebbe for
saving many lives.

RECENTLY IN THE NEWS

BONE-MARROW DONOR DRIVE SAVES A LIFE
IN AN UNEXPECTED WAY

R

abbi Yigal Rosenberg—a
well-loved community rabbi
in California and co-director
of Chabad of Santa Clara with his
wife, Elana—isn’t new to saving
lives. From domestic violence to
drug addiction, the rabbi doesn’t
shy away from involvement in
lifesaving activities, but instead
finds himself propelled towards
them. But seldom does one get
the opportunity to directly save a
life in a very physical way.
In mid-February, before the
emerging
pandemic
would
dominate the headlines, as
well as the lives of him and his
community members, Rosenberg
hosted a cooking demonstration
at a local Lexus dealership
featuring local gourmet chef
Tanya Solomon, coupled with a
bone-marrow donor swabbing
drive on behalf of the Gift of Life
registry—one of two private U.S.
stem-cell registries.
Donor turnout was high, with
virtually all attendees getting
“swabbed,” a brief process
in which a long cotton swab
collects cells from the inside of
the cheek, where they are then
shipped off to a lab to determine
their human leukocyte antigens,
or HLA markers. Once the tissue
type is determined, potential
donors are added to a worldwide
registry, which is made available
to transplant centers and
physicians.
Since only 30 percent of patients
find a match within their
immediate family, the majority
need to search the registries. As
bone-marrow matches are very
much dependent on the donor
and recipient sharing specific

genetic markers, the next best
shot after family is one’s ethnic
group. While Gift of Life services
the general community, many
of their matches are between
Ashkenazic Jews due to the
relatively small size of their gene
pool.
Days after the swabbing drive,
Rosenberg received a call from
Gift of Life officials. Assuming
that they were calling about
his recent donor drive, he was
stunned when they told him he
was a match. “Your stem cells can
save the life of a 40-year-old man
with leukemia,” they said. Taken
aback, Rosenberg informed them
that while he was happy to help,
among all the hustle and bustle
of the event he hadn’t actually
had a chance to join the registry
and be swabbed. “They told me
I was on the registry from a
drive at the Rabbinical College
of America in Morristown, N.J.,
more than 10 years before!” he
told Chabad.org.
The rabbi doesn’t see this as
mere coincidence. “When we help
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others, G-d helps us,” he reflects.
“What greater opportunity can
one have than to save the life of
another? It’s the embodiment of
our shlichus—to help our fellow
in every way possible.”
“If someone were to stop me in
the street and ask me to give
a limb to save a life, I wouldn’t
hesitate,”
says
Rosenberg
passionately. “What good is a
hand when it comes to an entire
life? And giving bone marrow
was far easier.”
To give the life-giving serum,
Rosenberg would have to drive
to Los Angeles for several days
to Lifestream San Bernardino,
a transplant center nearly eight
hours away by car. Gift of Life
arranged all the accommodation,
but nobody could replace the
rabbi at home. “We have three
children of our own,” the rabbi
explains, “and now, because
schools are closed for in-person
learning, we’re accommodating
local Jewish kids at Chabad for
their virtual school.” Fourteen
children spend eight hours a day
at the Chabad center, keeping up

with their general virtual studies
in a safe environment. During
breaks, they enjoy an array of
in-person Jewish educational
activities. “We just had a shofar
factory and made ‘thank you’
cards for the firefighters”
battling California’s wildfires,
shares Rosenberg.
Before traveling to Los Angeles,
the rabbi had to be conditioned
for the transplant. He received
several shots of Neupogen
daily—even on Shabbat, after
consulting a senior rabbi—to
stimulate his bone marrow into
producing extra stem cells.
At the transplant center in Los
Angeles, Rosenberg was hooked
up to a machine for eight hours,
extracting the stem cells from
his blood. “All my blood left my
body three times during the
procedure,” he says, noting that
it was mostly painless.
The precious stem cells were
immediately hand-delivered by
special courier to the patient
in N.J., whose identity is legally
withheld from the donor for five

years.
Rosenberg, who is also a
chaplain with the Santa Clara
police department, received
well-wishes and support from
many in the broader community,
including the mayor, deputy
mayor and various faith leaders
he works with.
Left to hold down the fort in
Santa Clara for three days, Elana
Rosenberg was very supportive

of her husband’s decision. “I felt
grateful for the opportunity that
my husband had to be able to
help someone in a way that no
one else could,” she says, noting
that “out of 7 billion people in the
world, only he was a match for
that young man; I’m just praying
that the recipient of the donation
takes it well and can continue to
lead a life of purpose in good
health.”

Lasting Peace
Tzvi Freeman

Lasting peace is not created by intellectuals.
Even the most powerful intellect can be
bribed from within and from without.
Nor is it made by those who follow their
faith blindly. Blindness wreaks havoc;
a viable peace requires vision.
Lasting peace is the achievement of those who have
made peace between the rigor of their mind and
the simplicity of their vision. Their vision is secured
far beyond the whims of this world, yet their minds
see clearly what is happening down here on earth.
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בס"ד

"SEPHARDIC SELICHOT"
NIGHT OF INSPIRATION
Thursday Night, Sep 17
Arvit:
Rabbi Iosef Benchimol:
Rabbi Yair Massri:
Selichot with Live Music:

11:50 PM
12:10 AM
12:20 AM
12:30 AM

Open for Men & Women - MUST wear a mask and register at:
https://www.theshul.org/covid19reopening.html#

Leiluy Nishmat:
Sholem Dover Ben Iosef Benchimol & Yitzchak (Sammy) Ben Moshe David Farkas

May we all be blessed with being written and sealed in the book of life
for a year full of goodness, spiritual fulfilment, health and happiness, Amen!
The Shul of Bal Harbour
9540 Collins Ave, Surfside, FL 33154
www.theshul.org

For more information or to sponsor,
Please contact Rabbi Yair Massri @
(917) 982-6165 --- ymassri@thesul.org
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I N A WOM AN’ S WOR LD

I S S U E S O F R E L E VA N CE TO TH E JEWI SH WOMA N

WEEKLY CLASSES

Women’s Mikvah:
Please call Mrs. Devorah Failer for an
appointment: 305-866 1492 or
305-323-2410

PLEAS E CHECK

Please Note: Shabbos & Yom Tov visits must be Prepaid

O U R VIRTUAL CLASS SCHEDUL E F O R
A L L THE SHUL CLASSES THAT A R E

The Shul Sisterhood

HAPPENING

Who we are...
The Shul Sisterhood organizes all of The Shul’s programming
and classes geared toward women in the community. Our
objective is to bring women of all ages and backgrounds
together to learn, laugh, experience, and rejuvenate their mind,
body and soul. Meet new friends,
relax and get inspired!
If you would like to be a part of The Shul Sisterhood,
please call 305. 868.1411

U SING THE ZOOM APP / ONL I N E
DUR ING T HIS T IM E.
HTTPS://ZOOM. US/J/6457054016

SLOW COOKER BEEF STEW WITH ROOT
VEGETABLES

PREPARATION

By: Jamie Geller

1. Mix together carrots, parsnips, turnips and butternut
squash in the bottom of a slow cooker. Top with cubed

INGREDIENTS

beef and tomatoes.

2 small carrots, peeled and cut into 1-inch cubes
1 large parsnip, peeled and cut into 1-inch cubes

2. In a small bowl, combine garlic powder, onion powder,

1 turnip, peeled and cut into 1-inch cubes

mustard powder and cumin and sprinkle over everything.

1 cup peeled and cubed butternut squash
1 pound cubed beef chuck

3. Cook on low for 6-8 hours.

1 (28-ounce) can whole, peeled tomatoes
1 teaspoon garlic powder

4. Season to taste with salt and pepper before serving.

1 teaspoon onion powder
½ teaspoon mustard powder
½ teaspoon ground cumin
Kosher salt
Freshly ground black pepper
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F R E N C H CONNECTION
R E F L E X I ON S SUR LA PA R ACH A
Vivre avec la paracha
Le témoignage du
cantique

l’année dernière passés à jouer au
golf... les restaurants non-cachères...
l’épouse non-juive... rien de tout
ceci ne compte plus en cet instant.
À ce moment, l’âme juive a trouvé
son homologue dans la sainteté, et
exprime cette vérité avec amour.

Le retour de l’âme juive
par Naftali Silberberg

«

Et moi, Je cacherai ma face en ce
jour... Et maintenant, écrivez ce
cantique pour vous, enseignez-le
aux enfants d’Israël, mettez-le dans
leur bouche, afin que ce cantique Me
serve de témoin au sujet des enfants
d’Israël. » – Deutéronome 31, 18-19

« Et moi, Je cacherai ma face en ce
jour »
D.ieu dit à Moïse qu’un jour viendrait
où Il voilerait Sa face, où Sa
présence et Sa providence seraient
totalement dissimulées. Ceci est vrai
au sens global, mais, comme pour
toute affirmation de la Torah, c’est
également vrai au niveau personnel.
Un jour viendrait où la face de D.ieu
présente en chacun de Ses enfants
serait cachée ; où les sceptiques
douteront de l’existence de l’âme
juive.

Nous vivons dans un monde où rien
n’est conforme à son aspect superficiel,
où la conscience de chaque entité est
en conflit avec son essence et sa raison
d’être.
Le premier souci de toutes les espèces et
de tout individu est d’assurer sa propre
subsistance. Satisfaire à ses besoins
et ses envies prime naturellement sur
toute autre considération.
En vérité, cependant, « Tout ce que
le Saint, béni soit-Il, a créé dans Son
monde, Il ne l’a créé que pour Sa gloire
» (Éthique des Pères 6, 11). Toute créature
est un rouage du plan divin universel,
dont le seul objet est d’apporter gloire au
Créateur.
La Torah et le Juif partagent un lien unique
parce qu’ils constituent tous deux une
exception à une règle universelleNous
sommes ici pour servir D.ieu. Mais nos
instincts nous disent que nous sommes là
pour nous servir nous-mêmes.
La Torah et le Juif partagent un lien
unique parce qu’ils constituent tous deux
une exception à cette règle. La Torah est
le message de D.ieu à ce monde ; elle ne
possède pas d’agenda égoïste. Chacun de
ses mots exprime clairement son but :
servir le Créateur. Et le Juif ? Les milliers
d’années d’antisémitisme, d’humiliation,
de persécutions et de pogroms subis
écartent rapidement l’idée que l’instinct

de conservation fut sa motivation
principale. Dans le cœur de chaque Juif
flamboie une âme divine qui reconnaît
que servir D.ieu est sa vocation ultime,
et tous les besoins personnels, y compris
la vie elle-même, ne revêtent qu’une
importance secondaire.
Cette relation entre le Juif et la Torah
s’exprime dans l’amour profond et le
respect que le Juif éprouve envers la
Torah. Nous sommes maintenant dans
la période des Jours Solennels, dans
laquelle de nombreux Juifs qui, tout au
long de l’année, ne fréquentent jamais
un lieu de culte, se rendent néanmoins
dans leur synagogue. Soyez attentifs à
ces merveilleux Juifs au moment où la
Torah est extraite de son Arche et passe
devant eux. Regardez avec quel amour
et quelle révérence ils embrassent son
manteau de velours. Les samedis de
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« Et maintenant, écrivez ce cantique
pour vous ... afin que ce cantique
Me serve de témoin au sujet des
enfants d’Israël. »
Écrivez un rouleau de la Torah. Voyez
comment un Juif le révère naturellement.
Le témoignage est irréfutable. L’âme juive
brûle encore fort dans les cœurs de la
descendance d’Abraham.
« Enseignez-le aux enfants d’Israël,
mettez-le dans leur bouche. »
Maintenant que la relation qui unit le
Juif à D.ieu et à la Torah a été établie,
il est temps de vivre en conformité. La
vénération de la Torah ne devrait pas être
reléguée aux Jours Solennels. Étudiez
la Torah et placez-la dans votre bouche.
Votre mode de vie sera alors en harmonie
avec l’essence de votre être.

L ATIN LINK

R E FLE XI ON SE MA N A L
Parasha de la Semana
Nitzavim - Vaiélej -¿Vamos
para adelante o para atrás?
Por Eliezer Shemtov

Uno de los grandes valores en el mundo en el
cual vivimos es el del progreso. La sociedad en
general y cada individuo en particular aspira
a avanzar en su desarrollo. De hecho, una de
las cosas que rechaza el judío moderno en
cuanto a sus hermanos más tradicionales es el
hecho de que se aferran al pasado y resisten el
cambio. ¿No es esa una postura retrógrada? El
mundo avanza y el judaísmo debe acompañar
los cambios, dicen, si no quedará totalmente
irrelevante.
La lectura de esta semana, Nitzavim-Vaiélej1 ,
nos da una perspectiva interesante al respecto.
Nitzavim quiere decir “parados”, refiriéndose al
pueblo judío, y Vaiélej quiere decir “y se fue”,
refiriéndose a Moshé. Es una lectura que aunque
generalmente se lee entera, en algunos años,
según el calendario, se divide en dos y se lee en
dos semanas diferentes. De todas maneras, las
dos palabras “parados” y “se fue” representan dos
conceptos diametralmente opuestos. ¿Qué nos
enseña esta combinación imposible?
El Rebe, que su mérito nos proteja, nos da la
siguiente explicación:
La vida judía óptima necesita los dos elementos,
por un lado una fuerte conexión con las raíces
y por otro lado un crecimiento y desarrollo
continuo. No sólo que no es una contradicción,
sino que una cosa depende de la otra: es la
fuerte conexión con las raíces y la identidad
judía lo que permite que uno vaya creciendo
y desarrollándose en su judaísmo. Sin esa
conexión fuerte, puede haber cambios, por
supuesto, pero no necesariamente serán una
señal de crecimiento y desarrollo; podrán
fácilmente ser una señal de distanciamiento y
hasta de desconexión.

Jugando al ajedrez

Me viene al recuerdo cuando le enseñé a uno de
mis hijos a jugar el Ajedrez. Luego de enseñarle
cómo se mueven las piezas, empezamos a jugar.
Cuando le tocó, agarró el caballo y dijo: “¡este
caballo le da una patada a la reina que está al
lado y la saca del juego!”
“Mira, m’hijo,” le dije. “El caballo del campo
dará patadas al que esté al lado, el caballo del
ajedrez se mueve así…”

Claro, cada uno puede inventar su estrategia
para ganar el partido, pero es válido siempre
y cuando se atiene a las reglas originales del
juego.
Encontramos esta dinámica - la combinación
de la inamovilidad y la movilidad y su
interdependencia - en los tres pilares centrales
de la vida judía: 1) el estudio de la Torá; 2)
la Tefilá; 3) el cumplimiento de las Mitzvot
(preceptos).

El estudio de la Torá

El estudio de la Torá tiene dos dimensiones, la
una inamovible y la otra muy dinámica. La ley
escrita no está sujeta a ningún cambio. Cada
letra es de origen Divino y es considerada
sagrada e intocable. En cuanto a la ley oral
sucede lo siguiente: siendo que la ley oral - por
definición - es la interpretación de la ley escrita,
no hay límite en cuanto a su desarrollo. Más aún,
para cumplir debidamente con el precepto del
estudio de la Torá, no alcanza con estudiar todo
lo que ya existe, ¡hace falta innovar! Cada alma
judía que baja al mundo tiene la obligación de
descubrir nuevas facetas en la Torá..
Pero hay una condición. Para que una
interpretación de la Torá sea válida, tiene
que conformarse con las trece reglas de
interpretación entregada a Moshé en el Sinaí.
El sistema de interpretación de la Torá, base y
esencia del judaísmo, tiene sus reglas de juego
inapelables.
Nuestros sabios señalan el hecho de que
la cantidad de letras en la Torá, 600.000,
corresponde a la cantidad de almas genéricas
del pueblo judío, presentes en el momento de
la entrega de la Torá en el Sinaí. Cada alma
tiene “su” letra que la nutre y cada letra tiene
”su” alma quien está encargada de expresarla.
La cantidad de letras es limitada; la cantidad de
interpretaciones es infinita.

La Tefilá (Plegaria)

Hay dos vías para comunicarse con D-os:
la formal y la informal. La Tefilá formal fue
instituida por los integrantes de la Gran
Asamblea, hace unos 2.500 años. Tres veces
por día pronunciamos las palabras recopiladas
y formuladas por dichos sabios. Sirven para
expresar nuestra conexión con D-os a nivel
esencial y subconsciente. Además de dichas
Tefilot institucionalizadas, cada uno tiene el
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deber de dirigirse a D-os directamente, en sus
propias palabras, cuando necesita algo. Aún en
las plegarias formales, hay lugar para encontrar
y expresar un contenido personalizado. Vemos,
una vez más, la presencia y roles especiales de
los aspectos móvil e inamovible.

Las Mitzvot

Los 613 preceptos bíblicos son inalterables.
No se puede agregar ni disminuir la cantidad
de Preceptos que D-os nos mandó cumplir ni
tampoco se puede alterar la manera de cumplir
con ellos. No son sugerencias; son mandatos.
Hay una ley pareja para todos. Conjuntamente
con esa dimensión impersonal, hay también un
aspecto personal.
Tomemos, como ejemplo, el precepto de
colocarse los Tefilín:
El objetivo central del precepto de colocarse los
Tefilín sobre la cabeza y el brazo a la altura del
corazón es la subyugación y canalización de la
mente y el corazón hacia el servicio de D-os. Dicho
objetivo es parejo para todos. De todas maneras,
en la práctica, los pensamientos y sentimientos
varían. Mis pensamientos y sentimientos son
diferentes a los de los demás y son diferentes
inclusive para mi mismo, dependiendo del día,
ya que las ideas y los sentimientos son, por su
naturaleza, cambiantes. Cada día, al colocarse
los Tefilín, hay que subyugar y canalizar los
pensamientos y sentimientos “de turno”. Un día
hay que lidiar con la envidia, por ejemplo, otro
día hay que lidiar con el enojo y en otros con la
pereza. La consigna - subyugación y canalización
- es constante e inamovible; la aplicación
práctica y específica es variable.
Así que en respuesta a la pregunta del título,
diría que para poder avanzar e ir hacia adelante
en nuestra condición de judíos hace falta saber
ir hacia atrás y conectarnos con nuestro origen
y esencia.

Bendiciendo al año nuevo

La primera mitad de la lectura de esta semana,
Nitzavim se lee siempre antes de Rosh Hashaná.
El Baal Shem Tov explica que esto representa la
idea de que D-os bendice al pueblo judío previo
a su presentación en el Día del Juicio, Rosh
Hashaná, diciéndoles “Uds. están todos parados
firmemente…”. Es dicha bendición la que le da la
seguridad y fuerza para salir victoriosos y lograr
un año de bendición.
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