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These two parshas 
of Chukas 
and Balak are 

connected and read as 
one this week.
 
The major episodes in 
each portion combine to 
teach us a fundamental 
lesson in maintaining, 
strengthening and 
enhancing our 

Jewishness.  Especially as we experience a societal 
breakdown of values, security and a sense of personal 
and communal commitment this Torah portion gives 
us clear direction in how to live holy, strong, good 
and fortunate lives.
 
In Chukas we learn the law of the “Red Heifer” which 
is used to cleanse and purify one from spiritual 
defilement. The method and reason for this mitzvah 
is completely beyond human comprehension or 
rationalization. We consider this Mitzvah a decree to 
be observed only because it was so commanded by 
G-d – pure and simple obedience to G-d’s authority.  
In Balak we are exposed to a plague and downfall of 
the Jewish community as a result of the loosening of 
morals and assimilation – a tragic event that caused 
death and destruction.
 
Rational or intellectual reasoning does not have the 
power or convincing strength to overcome the social, 
physical, hormonal and sensual drives that lead one 
to engage in relationships that usurp the unique 
identity and holiness of the Jewish people.
 
Only an uncompromising and unconditional 
commitment to G-d and His Torah in total reliance 
on its truth, even when our mind and heart pull us 
in other directions, ensures absolute continuity and 
holy behavior.  Hence it is our acceptance of Mitzvos 
such as the Red Heifer that gives us the strength to 

overcome the forces of secularity and assimilation.  
Our full faith in the will of G-d brings the great 
benefits that the Jewish community can actualize 
from the enormous potential that G-d implanted in 
us.
 
Have a great Shabbos and a wonderful week!
 

Rabbi S. Lipskar

P.S.  This Shabbos is the great Chassidic holiday of Yud 
Beis Tammuz.  The 12th of Tammuz celebrates the 
birthday and day of liberation from Russian prison of 
the previous Rebbe, Rabbi Joseph Isaac Schneersohn 
of blessed memory, who championed the cause of 
Jewishness and planted the seed for the resurgence 
of Torah, today, in the former Soviet Union and the 
rest of the world.  His statement “So must it be 
and no other way”, regarding our selfless devotion 
to Torah and Mitzvos, established an unconditional 
commitment to Hashem, the Torah and the Jewish 
People that we Chassidim still live by.
 
 P.P.S. As our great country celebrates its birth almost 
250 years ago and we are watching an unraveling of 
the fundamentals of this country, we can also learn 
a lesson from Torah. There are certain foundations 
that are immutable. The Constitution of The United 
States, documented by the inspired thinking of the 
founding fathers, is such a document. It is by design 
that G-d was the beginning and centerpoint of that 
document and the foundation of the success of this 
incredible land of kindness. When it is tampered 
with based on new thought processes and liberal 
attitudes, it can lead to an unraveling of the entire 
system. Only with strong foundations that remain 
constant can there be a way of life that is not subject 
to moral relativism.

THOUGHTS ON THE PARSHA 
 FROM RABBI  SHOLOM LIPSKAR

SHABBOS PARSHAS CHUKAS - BALAK
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Next Week:           Shabbos Parshas Pinchas
Candle Lighting     7:58 p.m.
Mincha     8:00 p.m.

Eruv Information 
We would like to emphasize that every Erev Shabbos, 
individuals should call the Eruv Hotline to make sure 
that the Eruv is operational. The number to call is 
305- 866-ERUV (3788). 

The Eruv message is recorded approximately two 
hours prior to candle lighting. Surfside: The Eruv in 
Surfside now includes the walking paths along the 
beach.  Pushing strollers and  carrying is permitted 
on the paths, but not beyond the path or onto the 
beach.   

Bal Harbour: The Eruv in Bal Harbour included 
the inner (western) walking path only. The pier at 
Haulover Cut is not included.
 
To pay your annual dues visit: www.
miamibeacheruv.com

CELEBRATING SHABBOS 
EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR AN “OVER THE TOP” SHABBOS EXPERIENCE

SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Candle lighting     7:58 p.m. 
Mincha / Kabalas Shabbos  8:00 p.m.

Shacharis 1st Minyan   8:30 a.m.
Shacharis 2nd Minyan                           10:30 a.m.

Mincha     7:45 p.m.
Pirkei Avos Chapter 5   After Mincha
Shabbos Ends / Ma’ariv & Havdalah   8:55 p.m.

ALL MINYANIM ARE FOR MEMBERS ONLY!!

PARSHA IN PICTURES
Test your Parsha knowledge. Can you tell the story of the parsha using the pictures  below
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SHABBAT SCHEDULE
FRIDAY NIGHT JULY 3
MINCHA/ARVIT  AT THE SHUL:  7:00 PM
EARLIEST CANDLE LIGHTNING:          6:50 PM
REGULAR CANDLE LIGHTING:  7:58 PM
SHKIAH (SUNSET):    8:16 PM
TZET HAKOCHAVIM:    8:54 PM

SHABBAT, JULY 3
SHACHARIT  AT THE SHUL:   9:00 AM
NETZ HACHAMA:    6:34 AM
ZMAN KERIAT SHEMA:   9:20 AM

CLASS BY RABBI MASSRI:   7:30 PM
MINCHA/ARVIT AT THE SHUL:   7:55 PM
SHKIAH (SUNSET):    8:16 PM
TZET HAKOCHAVIM:    8:55 PM
RABENU TAM:    9:28 PM

 ALL THINGS 

SEPHARDIC
(SEE PAGE 8 FOR INFORMATION ON HOW TO  REGISTER)

MESSAGE FROM RABBI MASSRI
“This is chukat ha’Torah / the decree of the Torah . . .” 
(Numbers 19:2)

Rashi z”l comments: “Because the satan and the 
nations of the world taunt Israel, saying, ‘What is this 
command [i.e., the parah adumah / red heifer] and 

what reason is there for it?’–therefore the Torah uses the 
term ‘chukah’ / ‘decree,’ implying– it is My enactment; you 
have no right to question it”.

Maharal of Prague writes: The word “chukah” appears in 
connection with many mitzvot of the Torah, yet Rashi does 
not make a similar comment about those commandments. 
What prompted Rashi’s comment here is not the word 
“chukah,” but the expression, “chukat ha’Torah”.

Maharal explains: When a mitzvah is being performed, it 
makes no difference whether or not the person doing the 
mitzvah understands it. What matters at that moment 
is only that the action of the mitzvah is being performed 
properly. Thus, when the Torah speaks of performing 
mitzvot, it can refer to any of them as a decree that is 
not understood. Whether the person doing the mitzvah 
understands it simply does not matter.

Here, however, the verse says, “chukat ha’Torah / the 
decree of the Torah.” “Torah” means “teaching,” while 
“chukah” means “a decree that we don’t understand.” This 
makes “chukat ha’Torah” an oxymoron–a “teaching” that 
cannot be understood–which is what prompted Rashi’s 
comment that even though, when we study the mitzvah 
of parah adumah, we cannot understand it, we must not 
question it.

“Just do it.” These days, almost everyone is familiar with 
Nike’s landmark advertising campaign. So why did “Just do 
it” become such a cultural phenomenon? Perhaps people 
responded to the call to action implicit in the phrase. Or, 
perhaps they appreciated the not-so-subtle reminder to 
do something with their lives. Whatever the reasons, the 
spirit behind Nike’s campaign points to a critical truth for 
those who actively study G-d’s Word: application is a must.

Shabbat Shalom !

Rabbi Yair Massri

EE DA  SCHEDULE

SHACHARIT
KORBANOT:     7:45 AM 
HODU:      8:00 AM
MINCHA/ARVIT:    8:00 PM
CLASSES WITH RABBI MASSRI AT THE SHUL
CHOK L'YISRAEL:  EVERY DAY AFTER SHACHARIT
HALACHOT SHABBAT:      EVERY DAY AT 7:45 PM
PIRKEI AVOT IN SPANISH:  WEDNESDAY AT 7:00 PM
PARASHAT HASHAVUA: THURSDAY AT 7:00 PM
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12 Tammuz Ms. Daniella Abraham
12 Tammuz Ms. Carolena Arber
12 Tammuz Mr. Yosef Chriqui
12 Tammuz Ms. Melissa Groisman
12 Tammuz Mr. Zalman Lekach
12 Tammuz Mr. Benjamin Spieler
12 Tammuz Ms. Tova Tuchman
13 Tammuz Rabbi Chaim Zvi Lipskar
14 Tammuz Mrs. Regina Bisk
14 Tammuz Mr. Harry Mizraji
14 Tammuz Ms. Rachel Melody Moore
14 Tammuz Ms. Meryl H. Schneider
14 Tammuz Mrs. Yuliya Sokol
14 Tammuz Mr. Simon Tisminesky
14 Tammuz Mr. Joseph Weingarten
15 Tammuz Mr. Niv Alexander
15 Tammuz Ms. Natalya Sara Cohen
15 Tammuz Mr. Zachary Danial
15 Tammuz Mr. Feivel Meir Moteles
15 Tammuz Mrs. Jane Scheinfeld
15 Tammuz Mrs. Orit Schloss
16 Tammuz Ms. Dana Levine
16 Tammuz Ms. Talya Levine
16 Tammuz Mr. Motki Neuwirth
16 Tammuz Mrs. Chana Perelman
16 Tammuz Ms. Sarah Rindner
16 Tammuz Mr. Bruce Michael Rosenstein
17 Tammuz Mr. Dov Falic
17 Tammuz Ms. Andrea Lustgarten
17 Tammuz Mr. Aviv Michael
17 Tammuz Mrs. Sonya Wexler
18 Tammuz Ms. Amy Dubitsky
18 Tammuz Mrs. Marina A. Gleizer
18 Tammuz Mrs. Aurit Katan
18 Tammuz Mr. Greg Scheinfeld

BIRTHDAYS YAHRTZEITS
12 Tammuz Yisroel Isser ben Zvi obm
  Grandfather of Mr. Isi Halberthal
13 Tammuz Chava Raisa bas Moshe Shmuel obm
  Mother-in-law of Mrs. Mildred Nyman
13 Tammuz Yehoshua Mordechai ben Menachem Mendel obm
  Husband of Ms. Marta Feigenbaum
14 Tammuz Aryeh Leib ben Shraga Feivel obm
  Brother of Rabbi Berel Zisman
14 Tammuz Chana bas Yitzchok obm
  Mother of Mrs. Rosita Retelny
15 Tammuz Yaakov ben Efraim Fishel obm
  Father of Mr. Victor Weingarten
15 Tammuz Chayah Etel obm
  Mother of Mr. Monroe Milstein
16 Tammuz Isaac ben Isaac obm
  Father of Mrs. Fanny Selesky
17 Tammuz Toba bas Yitzchok Meir obm
  Mother of Mrs. Estela Berry
18 Tammuz Leah bas Yehudit obm
  Mother of Mr. Terence Speyer

ANNIVERSARIES
Mr. & Mrs. Abe Mark and Elizabeth Sher
Mr. & Mrs. Michael and Dana Werner
Dr. & Mrs. Michael and Eva Salzhauer
Mr. & Mrs. David and Stephanie Schwartz

COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS
SHARING WITH YOUR SHUL FAMILY

 KID’S  BIRTHDAYS
12 Tammuz Natan Dominitz
13 Tammuz Emma Sarah Amanou
13 Tammuz Benyamin Chaim Dominitz
13 Tammuz Isaac Samuel Edelstein
13 Tammuz Dov Michael Kavana
14 Tammuz Isaac Shapiro
15 Tammuz Edith Koenig
16 Tammuz Tzionna Avigayil Gheblikian
16 Tammuz Shmueli Halberstam
16 Tammuz Ilan Klimberg
16 Tammuz Solomon Stern
16 Tammuz Lev Weinberg
18 Tammuz Yoseph Yehoshua Ginsburg

COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD

The Shul camp is currently running  from 

9:00 am - 3:30 pm

For the safety of everyone involved, during 

camp hours ONLY camp staff and children will 

be allowed into the building.
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REFUAH SHLEIMAH
If you have a health update on anyone listed please contact The Shul. We would like to 

keep the listing current and remove names of people who have recovered.

MEN
Yehonatan HaLevi ben Malka
Eliezer ben Sarah
Aharon ben Beylah
Meyer Eliezer ben Sarah
Menachem Mendel ben Sara
Yehoshua ben Tamara
Isaac Gilbert ben Nelly Esther
Bentzion ben Nomi Rachel 
Margalite
Eber Avraham ben Fruma 
Esther
Shlomo Yaakov ben Chaya 
Sarah Rochel
Chaim Zelig Ben Eidel
Ari ben Na’ama
Tzvi Yitzchak ben Chaya
Chaim Tzvi Hirsch ben Guttel

WOMEN
Esther Yocheved bas Raizel 
Bracha
Shima Leah bas Gittel
Sarah Libke bas Baile
Chana Bayla bas Masha
Rina Chaya Miriam bas Leah 
Bracha
Genya Baila bas Gisela
Sonia Simcha bat Sultana
Tzipora Pnina bas Slava
Feige bas Krandel
Chaya Miriam Yehudit bat 
Chava
Clara bat Corina
Rivka bat Shoshana
Miriam bat Risha Raizel

COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS
SHARING WITH YOUR SHUL FAMILY

THANKS TO OUR DONORS
We sincerely thank the following members and supporters of The Shul 

for donations received between 06/23/20 and 06/30/20
We apologize for any errors or omissions that we may have made.

Anonymous 
Mr. & Mrs. Gideon Azari
Ms. Nadya Bair
Mr. & Mrs. Levi Boymelgreen
Mr. Julian A. Cohen
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Davit
Dr. & Mrs. Samuel Davit
Mr. & Mrs. Ettai Einhorn
Dr. & Mrs. Raymond Failer
Mr. & Mrs. Moshe Feiner
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Freier
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Gassner
Mr. & Mrs. Sharon Hakmon
Mr. & Mrs. Salomon Juroviesky
Mr. & Mrs. Jacky Koenig
Mr. & Mrs. Menachem Kurant
Mr. David Lekach
Mr. & Mrs. Asher Mamane
Mr. & Mrs. Asher David Milstein

Mr. & Mrs. Temuri Nanikashvili
Mrs. & Mrs. Jack Osman
Mr. Philip Roth
Mrs. Frida Spiwak Rotlewicz
Mr. & Mrs. Shmuly Rubashkin
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Saka
Mr. & Mrs. Seth Salver
Mr. & Mrs. Zach Schapira
Mr. & Mrs. David Schwartz
Mr. & Mrs. Yosef Schwartz
Mr. & Mrs. Yossi Sokol
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Sragowicz
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Stein
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Waserstein
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Weingarten
Mr. & Mrs. Adam Ziefer

COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD

Dearest Community Family,

Our offices have re-opened and we are so happy that we 
are beginning to return to normal, and gradually opening 

up the minyanim and multiple services that the Shul 
provides, while following safety and social distancing 

directives.

For regular updates to services and events, please check 
our website at www.TheShul.org or call The Shul at 

305-868-1411.

Please continue to follow the recommendations of the 
health authorities, to ensure the safety of our community 

and particularly those who are at greater risk.

Classes will continue online for the foreseeable future. The 
full schedule and instructions how to connect to a class 

can be found under the Education menu on our website. 

We look forward to seeing you in person very soon,

With very best wishes,

The Shul Shluchim and Staff

TAMMUZ LIGHT & POWER
Light & Power and Wine for Kiddush & Havdalah 

for the month of Tammuz is Kindly Sponsored by

Ighal and Sabrina Goldfarb 

in honor of their children

  “Those who establish Synagogues for prayer and those who come there to 

pray, those who provide lights for illumination, wine and grape juice for kiddush 

and havdalah, food for the wayfarers and charity for the needy, and all those 

who occupy themselves faithfully with communal affairs - may The Holy One, 

blessed be He, give them their reward, remove them from all sicknesses, heal 

their entire body, pardon all their sins, and send blessing and success to all 

their endeavors, together with all Israel their brethren; and let us say Amen.”
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ה“ב  

 

Serving The Communities of Bal Harbour ∙ Bay Harbor Islands ∙ Indian Creek ∙ Surfside 
 

9540 Collins Avenue, Surfside, Florida 33154  ●  Tel (305) 868-1411  ●  Fax (305) 861-2426  ●  www.TheShul.org 

Rabbi & Rebbetzin 
Sholom and Chani Lipskar 
    
Board of Trustees 
Sidney Feltenstein - Chairman 
Simon Falic 
Matias Garfunkel 
Isaac Gilinski  
Jaime Gilinski 
Max Gilinski 
Saul Gilinski 
Sam Greenberg 
Abel Holtz  
Mike Izak 
Alberto Kamhazi 
Shmuel Katz M.D. 
Leo Kryss 
Lazer Milstein 
Michael Perez 
Ryan Shapiro 
Claudio Stivelman 
Morris Tabacinic 
   —–—— 
President 
Steven Dunn 
 

Vice Presidents 
Jacob Givner 
David Wolf 
 

Vice President - Oversight 
Mitchell Feldman 
 

Vice President Development 
Associate Rabbi 
Shul Oversight 
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar 
 

Treasurer 
Eric Stein 
Financial Treasurer 
Joel Baum CPA 
 

Secretary 
Dovid Duchman 
 

Associate Secretary 
Velvel Freedman 
 
   ———— 
 

Board of Directors 
Carolyn Baumel 
Max Benoliel 
Betzalel Camissar 
Barry Cohen 
Boruch Duchman 
Henry Eichler 
Anita Givner 
Sam Greenwald 
Sharon Hakmon 
Albert Lichy 
Alexander Matz 
Ezzi Rappaport 
Elliot Rimon 
Yaacov Saidof 
Seth Salver 
Alex Tauber 
  ———— 
 

Cantor 
Chazan Yaakov Motzen 
Associate Cantor 
Rabbi Betzalel Camissar 
  ———— 
 
 

Director of Operations 
Shlomi Katan 
   ________ 
 

Special Projects 
Devorah Leah Andrusier 
   ———— 
 

The Meyer Youth Center 
Rabbi Shaykee Farkash 
   ———— 
 

The Shul Child Enrichment Center 
Chana Lipskar 
   ________ 
 

Rohr Community Kolel  
& Kolel Levi Yitzchok    
Academy for the Elderly 
Rabbi Dov Schochet 
  ———— 
 

Chaim Yakov Shlomo  
College of Jewish Studies  
Smicha Program 
Rabbi Dov Schochet 
Dr. Nathan Katz 
   ———— 
 

Adult Education & 
Jewish Latin American 
Connection (JLAC) 
Rabbi Shea Rubinstein 
 ————   
 

Sisterhood 
Cara Roller - President 
   ———— 

“An Institution of The Lubavitcher Rebbe, Menachem M. Schneerson (May his merit shield us) ” 

Regulations for Opening 
 
 
You should not come to Shul but pray comfortably at home if you have any of the 
following conditions.  

a. Even slightly unwell (fever, coughing, shortness of breath, sore throat or 
sniffling) 

b. You have been exposed to someone who is a possible COVID-19 carrier 
within the past 14 days 

c. You are experiencing a loss of taste or smell (potential symptoms of Covid-
19) 

d. Anyone who has traveled in the past 14 days 
e. You have any underlying health issues that put you at greater risk i.e. heart 

disease, diabetes, immune-compromised, respiratory issues, obesity and so 
on). 

f. Adults over 65 – this group has shown the greatest susceptibility to the virus, 
please consult your physician to make sure that he feels that it’s prudent and 
advisable for you to attend. Your health and safety are paramount. 

 
While in Shul, masks MUST be worn at all times. No exceptions. As supplies are limited 
please bring your own masks, if possible. 
 
Please disinfect your hands with the provided hand sanitizers before entering the Shul. 
 
There will be bathroom attendants to open the doors and allow one person in at a time. 
 
In order to be able to adhere to the Social Distancing parameters, we will need to 
severely limit the number of congregants in any room.   
 
One should bring their own Tallis and Siddur to Shul, to limit cross contamination. 
 
While in Shul we will need to maintain a 10 foot distance from anyone not part of your 
quarantined family.  We will arrange the seats to ensure that this is complied with. When 
the regular Shul is filled to capacity, an auxiliary minyan will be added in the Social Hall. 
 
Reading of the Torah and all other functions will follow halachic guidelines, as instructed 
by the Gaboyim. 
 
Children under Bar Mitzvah or Bat Mitzvah are not permitted in the Shul at this time. (We 
are trying to be creative in arranging for a special service just for children and will be in 
contact if this can be realized). 
 
No kiddushim will be held. 
 
No food or drink of any kind is allowed to be brought into the Shul 
 

The Shul is gradually reopening for Members only for Shacharis and Mincha Services, 
with limited seating and strict distancing guidelines. 

 
We look forward to seeing you in Shul but will require you to follow the Social Distancing 
guidelines and to fill out the online form. The form must be submitted to be allowed 

entrance to The Shul. 
 

A mask must be worn at all times and you should bring your own Tallis and Siddur to 
Shul, to limit cross-contamination. You can find complete guidelines and the registration 

form on The Shul website www.TheShul.org
 

Our Shul is an example for other institutions all around South Florida, who observe 
the way we are reopening and use our guidelines and protocols. We need to lead by 
example and comply with all the rules and regulations. We are serious about keeping 
our members safe and anyone who does not respect our protocols will not be allowed 

on the premises. 
  

These guidelines are in place to ensure our safety. Please respect the positions put 
forth by our medical and Rabbinic guides. If these guidelines are not adhered to, the 

Shul may not have the ability to remain open.

The safety of our community depends on you, so please adhere to all conditions 
and directives.  

We thank you all for your continued cooperation and look forward to a successful 
reopening and returning to our regular schedule as soon as we can.

 
THE SHUL
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To our beloved Soldiers in the Israeli Defense 
Forces, courageously protecting and defending 

Eretz Yisroel.  We pray for you and all of the 
soldiers safety and well being daily.

Menachem Mendel ben Chaya Leah
Daniella Malka bat Natanya

Menachem Mendel ben Aurit
Eden Chana bat Karine Cecile

Benyamin Aharon ben Jeniya Gila Rut

HALACHIC TIMES
BASED ON TIMES FOR JULY 8

Alot Hashachar / Dawn                    5:12 am
Earliest Talit & Tefillin                     5:49 am
Netz Hachamah / Sunrise                6:35 am
(Earliest Amidah)
Latest Shema                                    9:58 am
Zman Tfillah                                    11:07 am
Chatzot / Midday                              1:25 pm
Earliest Mincha                                 2:01 pm
Plag HaMincha                                  6:54 pm
Shekiah / Sunset                               8:16 pm
(Preferable latest time for Mincha)
Tzeit Hakochavim / Nightfall           8:42 pm
(Earliest preferable Ma’ariv)

Times taken from www.chabad.org
Please note that during the week times may 
Vary by a minute or two. 

DAILY STUDY
A COMPLETE GUIDE TO ALL CLASSES AND COURSES OFFERED AT THE SHUL

HTTPS://ZOOM.US/ 6457054016

ALL OUR CLASSES ARE HAPPENING ALL OUR CLASSES ARE HAPPENING 
"VIRTUALLY""VIRTUALLY"

PLEASE DOWNLOAD THE ZOOM APP FROM PLEASE DOWNLOAD THE ZOOM APP FROM 
APPLE STORE OR ANDRIOD AND JOIN OUR APPLE STORE OR ANDRIOD AND JOIN OUR 

CLASSES. UPDATED CLASS SCHEDULES ARE CLASSES. UPDATED CLASS SCHEDULES ARE 
EMAILED OUT DAILYEMAILED OUT DAILY
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Monday, 14 Tammuz
Thinking of Repentance
Korach’s sons did not die [in their father’s 
mutiny]. Numbers 26:11
The sons of Korach played a key role in his rebellion, 
and were therefore swallowed up into the ground 
along with the other rebels. However, since 
Korach’s sons – unlike the others – repented in 
their hearts, they were spared the death penalty: 
G-d allowed them to stay alive in an underground 
cave until the rest of their generation died out, 
after which He allowed them to emerge from 
hiding and resume their lives in the community. 
Had they acted upon their regret, they would 
have been spared even this lesser punishment. 
Their survival shows us the tremendous power of 
repentance – even when it is not acted upon as it 
should be.

This insight should quiet any doubts that we may 
have about the possibility of redemption in our 
times. Even merely thinking about repenting is 
sufficient to bring about the final Redemption – 
especially when this is added to the merits we 
have accrued throughout our long exile: the Torah 
we have studied, the commandments we have 
performed, and the martyrdom we have suffered.

Sunday, 13 Tammuz 
Avoiding False Modesty
[G-d said regarding Pinchas,] “I hereby give him . . . the eternal 
covenant of priesthood.” Numbers 25:12-13 
The fact that Pinchas was much younger than Moses did not prevent 
him from acting in his presence, once it became clear that Moses 
had forgotten what needed to be done. Similarly, we should not be 
intimidated when we see that those of greater stature are not righting 
some wrong that must be addressed. It could well be, as in the case of 
Pinchas, that Divine providence is keeping them silent in order that a 
“less qualified” individual seize the moment and answer destiny’s call 
to greatness. When Divine providence presents us with an opportunity 
to right some wrong in the world, we must pursue it with total self-
sacrifice, as did Pinchas.

DAILY WISDOM
Inspiring insights on the Torah 

Shabbos, 12 Tammuz
 
The Power of Modesty
[Balaam said,] “How good are your tents, 
O Jacob, your encampments, O Israel.” 
Numbers 24:5
 
The lesson for us here is that we must never 
think that it is important to be concerned only 
about the “larger” issues of modesty and 
intimacy, but that we can be lax about the 
“smaller,” “innocent” details. Even the smaller 
details are important – important enough to 
be able to transform a curse into a blessing 
(or an accursed situation into a blessed one).
 
Lest we think that this alertness to the details 
of modesty is only required in our day-to-
day behavior but not in temporary situations 
(such as when we are on vacation), we see 
here that the tremendous power of even 
the minor details of modest conduct was 
demonstrated when our forefathers lived in 
tents, their temporary homes in the desert.

Tuesday, 15 Tammuz 

Our Threefold Relationship with G-d
[G-d told Moses,] “The land will be divided up among these 
[whom you just counted].” Numbers 26:53

The Land of Israel was divided among the Jewish people in three ways: 
(1) by population – i.e., the larger the tribe, the more land it received; 
(2) by lot, which determined which tribe received which area; and (3) 
through inheritance, by which the fathers’ estates were passed down 
to their children.

These three methods mirror the three different facets of our 
relationship with G-d: (1) We are connected to G-d in a service-reward 
relationship. This mirrors the logical division of the land by population. 
(2) We were chosen by G-d to be His people, regardless of how well we 
live up to our side of our contractual relationship with Him. This mirrors 
the division of the land by lot, which is not dictated by logic. (3) We are 
connected to G-d because we are part of Him; since we are part of 
G-d, He does not even need to choose us. This mirrors the division of 
the land by inheritance, for an heir inherits his parents automatically; 
he does not have to earn his inheritance, nor does his parent need to 
choose him as their heir.

All three facets of our relationship with G-d are important, but in the 
Messianic future our inheritance-relationship with G-d will become 
paramount. It is this aspect of our relationship that we should try to 
emphasize now, as we prepare ourselves for the imminent Messianic 
Redemption.
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Thursday, 17 Tammuz

Nourishing G-d
[G-d instructed Moses to tell the Jewish people,] “You must 
guard My offering, My food for My fire-offerings.” Numbers 28:2

G-d calls the sacrifices His daily “food,” for just as food sustains the 
body, so did the sacrifices draw sustaining Divine life-force into the 
world. Furthermore, the constancy of the daily sacrifices expressed 
the eternal bond between G-d and the Jewish people.

The daily prayers were instituted to parallel the daily sacrifices and 
to substitute for them in the absence of the Tabernacle or Temple. 
Thus, our daily prayers also “sustain” G-d. If we ever doubt how 
important our prayers can be, we should recall that G-d considers 
them vital to the world’s existence and maintenance. They are as 
important to Him as our daily bread is to us.

Wednesday, 16 Tammuz
 
Humility in Self-Assertion
G-d said to Moses, “Take Joshua son of Nun, a man of spirit, and lay your hand upon him.” Numbers 27:18
 
Joshua was chosen as Moses’ successor by virtue of his consummate diligence in absorbing Moses’ instruction – both from 
the Torah that Moses taught and through Moses’ personal conduct. The difference in their leadership was that Moses’ 
was largely based on miracles whereas Joshua’s was conducted naturally. Therefore, it was specifically through Joshua’s 
leadership that the purpose of Creation – to sanctify the natural, mundane world – was fulfilled. But Joshua succeeded 
only because he was a selfless reflection of Moses; his selflessness enabled the miraculous nature of Moses’ leadership 
to carry over into his own, natural leadership. Thus, Joshua’s first conquest, the city of Jericho, occurred miraculously.

From Joshua we learn to be fully committed both to humbly absorbing and transmitting the heritage and lessons of the 
Torah as they have been handed down to us by our predecessors, and to applying the Torah’s teachings to the novel 
situations of our generation.

Friday, 18 Tammuz 

Renewal
[G-d instructed Moses to tell the Jewish 
people,] “The first day of the seventh month 
. . . must be a day of shofar-sounding for 
you.” Numbers 29:1

Annual renewal is necessary if life is to retain 
its freshness and novelty. If we merely continue 
cultivating the same type of Divine consciousness, 
we will remain locked in its limitations, ultimately 
making our religious lives seem repetitious and 
dull. Rosh HaShanah is an opportunity for us to 
make a quantum leap to a new plateau of Divine 
consciousness that will inspire our lives for the 
coming year.

To accomplish this, however, we cannot rely on 
the words of our prayers, because words carry 
specific meanings for us that are limited by the 
knowledge and experiences we have accrued in 
our lives. In order to break out of our limited modes 
of expression, we use the blasts and wails of the 
shofar, which transcend the confines of verbal 
language. In this way, we recapture the innocence 
and inspiration of a newly born soul and of the 
Jewish people when they received the Torah at 
Mount Sinai. This renewed inspiration invigorates 
our relationship with G-d for the coming year.
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Israel settled in Shittim, and the people 
began to stray after the daughters of 
Moab. They called the people to the 

sacrifices of their gods . . . and Israel joined 
themselves to Baal Peor . . .

Numbers 25:1–3

What was the cult of Peor? The Talmud 
relates the following story:

There was once a gentile woman who was 
very ill, and who vowed: “If I recover from 
my illness, I will go and worship every idol 
in the world.” She recovered, and proceeded 
to worship every idol in the world. When 
she came to Peor, she asked its priests: 
“How is this one worshipped?” Said they to 
her: “One eats greens and drinks beer, and 
then one defecates before the idol.” Said 
she: “I’d rather return to my illness than 
worship an idol in such a manner.” (Talmud, 
Sanhedrin 64a)

Idolatry is the deification of an object or 
force of the created reality. Ancient man 
worshipped the sun because it kept him 
warm, lighted his way and nurtured his 
crops; the moon, wind, earth, water and 
trees were also gods, to be thanked and 
beseeched for the gifts they bestowed 
upon man. This was like thanking a 
hammer for building a home, or a scythe 
for the year’s harvest, rather than the 
manufacturer and wielder of these 
tools; nevertheless, every idolatry has a 
certain logic, however misguided—one is 
venerating a (presumed) source of life and 
nourishment.

But what was the point of the idolatry of 
Peor, which is the worship of one’s own 
excrement? Here the idolater is venerating 
waste—that which remains after all 
nutritive potential has been extracted from 
a substance. What would attract a people 
to such a practice?

The Chain
The chassidic masters explain that the 
essence of Peor is the severing of pleasure 

from its supernal root.

What is pleasure? We use the word 
in relation to so many and diverse 
things. What do a steak, a musical 
composition and an idea have in 
common? Pleasure is how we 
describe our experience of a meal, a 
concert or an intellectual revelation. 
For as different as the sensations 
derived from these activities may 
be, they share a common essence: 
the capacity to impart a sense of 
fulfillment to the human soul.

Indeed, all pleasures flow from 
the same font. According to the 
teachings of Kabbalah, all pleasures 
are one in essence, and this 
quintessential Pleasure is the soul 
of creation.

The Kabbalists describe the created 
reality as a chain of evolution (seder 
hishtalshelut). The uppermost link 
in this chain is G-d’s pleasure in His 
creation, which spawns the divine 
desire to create. Thus Pleasure 
(ta’anug) and Desire (ratzon) are, 
respectively, the inner and outer 
elements of the highest sefirah 
(divine attribute), keter.

This divine desire, enfolding the 
divine pleasure within it, then 
passes through many stages and 
metamorphoses, evolving into 

worlds and realities of increased tactility. 
Every object, force or phenomenon in 
creation is simply another form of the 
genesic divine desire; the differences 
between them lie only in the manner 
and extent of their evolution. The 
higher a thing’s place in the chain, the 
greater its awareness of its source; 
it is therefore more spiritual—more 
subservient to the divine will, less 
possessive of a sense of being and 
self. The further down it passes 
through the chain, the more distant it 
becomes from its source—less aware 
and subservient, more tactual and 
egocentric, more physical.

When a person experiences desire and 
pleasure towards and from a thing in 
G-d’s creation, he is making contact 
with its soul and core—the divine desire 
that it be, and the divine pleasure in its 
being. Hence, the degree and intensity 
of the pleasure is governed by the 
thing’s place in the “chain”: the more 
spiritual a thing is, the more profound 
the pleasure it yields, for it is closer to 
the source of all pleasure. The ultimate 
pleasure lies in the experience of union 
with G-d through the fulfillment of His 
will—an experience that relates to 
the very first link in the chain, where 
pleasure resides in its most pristine, 
unprocessed form.

Pleasure As Displeasure
In its lowest reaches, the chain of 

THE EVOLUTION OF PLEASURE
Based on the teachings of the Lubavitcher Rebbe

PARSHA MESSAGES 
 PARSHAS CHUKAS /  BALAK
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evolution yields things that are 
inconducive—or even contrary—to 
what G-d desires.

The capacity of these things to give 
pleasure is an existential paradox. All 
pleasure is but the embodiment of the 
divine pleasure in creation, while these 
pleasures are divine displeasures—
things contrary to G-d’s will. Yet they, 
too, are products of the divine desire, 
since their capacity to give pleasure 
fills a certain function in G-d’s purpose 
in creation: G-d desired that we be 
confronted with a free choice between 
good and evil so that our deeds should 
be meaningful and significant. But G-d 
wants that these things should exist 
only in order that man should reject 
them as contrary to His will; so theirs 
is an existence whose inner essence—
whose function and raison d’être—is 
not to exist.

Chassidic teaching employs the 
metaphor of digestion to explain this 
phenomenon.

Digestion is the process by which food 
passes through the various organs 
which break it down and separate 
its finer elements from its coarser 
ones. At each phase of the process, 
this separation grows more and more 
defined; ultimately, the finer elements 
in the food evolve into body-building 
cells and energy, and its coarser 
elements are ejected by the body. 
Both the nutrients and the waste are 
products of the digestion process; but 
the former is generated to be used, 
while the latter is generated to be 
rejected and thereby enable the body’s 
absorption of the former.

By the same token, the chain of 
evolution is like a cosmic “digestive 
system” in which the essence of 
creation is processed into the substance 
and energy of the universe that G-d 
desired. This process (like every process 
we know) also generates waste—
elements that must be separated and 
disposed of in order for the desirable 
product to properly develop.

(Of course, G-d could have evolved His 
world in such a manner that the good 
develops without any separation of 
waste; or, for that matter, He could have 
not evolved it at all. But G-d desired 

that the good in creation should be all 
the more sharply defined by its contrast 
with the rejected evil; that human life 
should be an exercise in refinement—in 
distinguishing between the calories of 
divine energy and the sludge of putrid 
waste in our own self and character, 
our environment and our world. Indeed, 
the very concept of good, as we know 
it, would be devoid of all meaning were 
it not for the challenge of rejecting 
the evil that vies for validation and 
indulgence.)

Based on the above, Rabbi Schneur 
Zalman of Liadi explains the following 
incident related in the Talmud:

Rabban Gamliel, Rabbi Elazar ben 
Azariah, Rabbi Yehoshua and Rabbi 
Akiva were traveling, when they heard 
the sounds of the crowds of Rome from 
a distance of one hundred and twenty 
mil. They began to weep, but Rabbi 
Akiva laughed.

Said they to him: “Why are you 
laughing?”

Said he to them: “Why are you 
weeping?”

Said they to him: “These barbarians, 
who prostrate themselves before 
statues and sacrifice to idols, dwell 
happy and secure, while we—the 
footstool of our G-d [i.e., the Holy 
Temple in Jerusalem] was consumed by 
fire. Shall we not weep?”

Said he to them: “That is why I am 
laughing. If for those who transgress 
His will it is so, how much more so is 
it for those who do His will.” (Talmud, 
Makkot 24a–b)

Rabbi Akiva is saying: if the waste 
produced by the divine desire in 
creation can yield such pleasure for the 
hedonist, imagine the pleasure to be 
derived through the fulfillment of His 
will, which is the source and essence of 
all pleasure!

In the Fortieth Year
Therein lies the deeper significance of 
the idolatry of Peor, and the explanation 
as to how and why the people of Israel 
succumbed to it on the eve of their 
entry into the Land of Israel.

On the face of it, the worship of Peor 
was a particularly repulsive activity. In 
truth, however, this was but the physical 
enactment of what a person does every 
time he prefers an unG-dly “pleasure” 
over a G-dly one: he is worshipping the 
offal of creation, venerating something 
whose only significance is its need to 
be rejected in favor of the energies that 
are extracted from it.

This is why Israel’s vulnerability to Peor 
came about at the close of their forty-
year sojourn in the desert, as they 
camped on the eastern bank of the 
Jordan River poised to enter and settle 
the land of Canaan.

For forty years, the people of Israel had 
enjoyed a wholly spiritual existence. 
They were fed, clothed and sheltered 
by daily miracles, leaving them free 
to pursue the divine wisdom of Torah 
without the distractions of the material 
state. Most telling of their state was 
the fact that the manna, the “bread 
from heaven” on which they lived, 
was wholly absorbed by their bodies, 
engendering no waste. They inhabited 
a spiritual idyll, in which the waste of 
creation was unknown.

But now they stood at the threshold 
of a new era: they were to settle the 
land, till its soil, engage in commerce 
and politics—i.e., to live a physical life 
sustained by physical means. For the 
first time in their history as a nation, 
they were to be in direct contact 
with the nether levels of the chain 
of evolution—with that part of the 
cosmic digestive tract which separates 
the waste from the body of creation. 
For the first time, they were called upon 
to differentiate between vital matter 
(matter that nourishes a spiritual end) 
and dead matter (matter as an end in 
itself).

Not all were equal to the challenge. 
There was an outbreak of Peor worship 
in the Israelite camp, as many were 
enticed by the pseudo-pleasures to be 
found in the undesirable byproducts 
of creation. Until one man—
Pinchas—came, and with his selfless 
commitment, unclouded vision and 
decisive action, put a halt to the plague 
of Peor.
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ONE’S LIFE FOR THE TORAH
back. Then he said, “I’m going to tell 
you a story about what that means, 
about somebody who did just that. 
The story I am going to tell happened 
right here, in this building where we 
are gathered today. It happened in 
the war years, ‘42, ‘43, or maybe ‘44. 
At that time, Torah Vodaas was in 
trouble. It owed a lot of money to the 
bank, and the bank called in the loan.

The yeshiva could not pay. The bank 
went to court and got a verdict that, 
if the loan was not repaid in full, 
they could foreclose and take all the 
buildings

from Torah Vodaas. The Yeshiva’s 
financial officer, who was responsible 
for raising money, fell into a 
depression. He took it very badly. 
He felt that be-cause of him Torah 
Vodaas was going to be closed. He 
tried everything he knew to remedy 
the situation. He placed ap-peals in 
newspapers, but very little came in, 
and the deadline was getting closer.

“And then one day, he received a 
telephone call from the office of the 
Lubavitcher Rebbe, then, Rabbi Yosef 
Yitzchak Schneersohn, asking him 
how much money he had managed 
to raise. Now, he knew that Lubavitch 
had its own hardships, so he didn’t 
expect any help from the Rebbe. He 
thought, ‘The Rebbe can’t manage his 
own, how is he going to help me?’

“But a few days later, a Chabad 
chasid walks through the door with 
an envelope in hand, and says, ‘This 
is from the Reb-be.’ The man is 
stunned. He is speech-less. And then 
the chasid says, ‘The Reb-be asked 
that before I give you this enve-lope, 
I advise you of some facts: When 
he was in Russia, he had to fight 
against the strongest country in the 
world so that the Torah would not be 
extinguished.

I [Rabbi Mayer Plotkin] was raised in 
Montreal and educated there until 
my Bar Mitzvah. Shortly after, in 

1956, I came to New York to learn at 
Yeshiva Torah Vodaas. At that time, 
it was one of the biggest yeshivas in 
the world, and certainly the biggest 
yeshiva in North America with 
over two thousand stu-dents from 
grade one up until the highest level 
of Beis Midrash. It was situated in 
Williamsburg, Brooklyn - which was a 
big change from Montreal, let me tell 
you.

I stayed at Torah Vodaas for two years 
and then I moved to the Lubavitch Ye-
shiva. But while I was still at Torah 
Vo-daas, I heard the following story 
about the Previous Rebbe [the sixth 
Rebbe of Lubavitch, Rabbi Yosef 
Yitzchak Schneersohn]. The occasion 
was the anniversary of the passing of 

a previous head of the yeshiva, Rabbi 
Shlomo Hy-man, which was always 
observed with a major address to 
the entire student body. The speaker 
that particular year was a rabbi from 
the Bronx, Rabbi Shmuel Koselewitz, 
who administered testing for rabbinic 
ordination at Torah Vodaas [the 
candidates went by subway from 
Brook-lyn to his shul in the Bronx for 
testing]. The place was packed; all 
the students were in attendance. This 
is what he said:

“The Talmud states: The Torah is pre-
served only by one who gives his 
life for it. That means that the Torah 
cannot continue to exist unless you’re 
ready to die for it.” He went on to 
explain that a person has to be willing 
and ready to give everything he has 
for Torah, to give everything away - 
everything - and not hold anything 
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REPAIRING 
THE BREACHES
From the talks of the Lubavitcher Rebbe, 
Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson

The Rambam introduces his 
discussion of the commemo-
rative fasts as follows:

There are days when our people all fast 
because of calamities that happened 
to them — to arouse [their] hearts, 
and open the paths of repentance [to 
them]. This will serve as a reminder of 
our undesirable con duct and that of 
our ancestors, which... brought these 
calamities upon them and upon us.

This understanding of the 
commemorative fasts echoes an 
idea that appears elsewhere in the 
writings of the Rambam: A person 
should not say, “What has happened 
to us is simply a natural phenomenon 
and this difficulty is merely a chance 
occurrence.” Instead, a person should 
realize that a calamity is a signal 
from G-d, intended to motivate him 
to repent. By the same token, on the 
national level, the commemoration 
of the sequence of calamities which 
led to the destruction of the Beis 
HaMikdash is intended to spur us on 
to attain a deeper bond with G-d.

Five Calamities
Our Sages explain that G-d metes out 
reward and pun ishment, “measure for 
measure.” Therefore, by analyzing the 
national crises associated with these 
commemorative fasts, we should be 
able to infer the direction in which our 
repentance should be channeled.

Five calamities occurred on the 17th 
of Tammuz: The Tablets of the Law 
were broken; the offering of the 
daily sacrifices was interrupted (even 
before the First Beis HaMikdash was 
destroyed); the walls of Jerusalem 
were breached (before the destruction 
of the Second Beis HaMikdash); 
Apostomos the Wicked burned a Torah 
scroll; and he erected an idol in the 

personal gain. The check he sent to 
Torah Vodaas put his own movement 
in serious debt and in grave danger. 
Thank G-d, Torah Vodaas was able 
to repay fast. The Rebbe did get his 
money back. But when he gave it, he 
could not have been certain that would 
happen. That’s real selfsacrifice.”

This was the story that Rabbi Shmuel 
Koselewitz related, and it became 
one of the reasons why I eventually 
went over to the Lubavitch Yeshiva. 

I saw that same genuine spirit of self-
sacrifice in the followers of the Rebbe, 
and I was inspired by them. I wanted 
to be a part of a movement which 
had such a high level of dedication to 
Torah and to their fellow Jews.

Yud-Beis (12th) Tammuz is the 
anniversary of the birthday (1880) 
and Liberation from Soviet prison (in 
1927) of the Previous Rebbe.

Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak Schneersohn [of 
blessed memory: 12 Tammuz 5640 - 
10 Shvat 5710 (June 1880 - Jan. 1950 
C.E.)], known as the Rebbe Rayatz, 
was the sixth Lubavitcher Rebbe, 
from 1920 to 1950. He established 
a network of Jewish educational 
institutions and Chassidim that was 
the single most significant factor for 
the preservation of Judaism during 
the dread reign of the communist 
Soviets.

In 1940, he moved to the USA, 
estab-lished Chabad world-wide 
headquarters in Brooklyn and 
launched the global campaign to 
renew and spread Judaism in all 
languages and in every corner of 
the world. The campaign continued 
and expanded so remarkably 
successfully by his son-in-law and 
successor, Rabbi Menachem Mendel 
Schneerson.

‘”The biggest tyrant in the world 
was Joseph Stalin, and the Rebbe 
paid no attention to him. Whoever 
needed help in order to strengthen 
Torah, he helped them. He didn’t ask 
if it’s Chabad or not. Whatever they 
needed - a mikva, a kosher butcher, 
a teacher - he tried to sup-ply it. He 
did whatever he could so the light 
of Torah would not be extinguished. 
His emissaries were caught, shot and 
killed, and he then had their orphans 
and widows to support. And still he 
would send another person to replace 
the one who perished. All the while, 
his focus was only that Torah’s light 
not be extinguished.

‘”Now Divine Providence has brought 
him to the United States of America 
where there is freedom of religion, 
and he is pained to learn that a major 
yeshiva with thousands of students 
is going to be closed down. Not 
because Stalin in Russia wants to get 
rid of Judaism, but because the Jews 
in America don’t care. This the Rebbe 
cannot abide. He is willing to put his 
own movement in danger - because 
he also has debts to repay - but he 
is giving you a check for the whole 
amount you need, in order that the 
Torah not be extinguished. Please 
repay it as soon as possible, because 
everything the Rebbe has built up is 
now in danger.’”

While Rabbi Koselewitz was telling 
this story, everybody was sitting 
there with their mouths open - the 
whole room. And then he shouted: 
“The Torah is preserved only by one 
who gives his life for it! And that’s 
what the Rebbe did! When the Rebbe 
arrived in America - and I was there 
when he got off the boat - he was half 
paralyzed by the tortures he endured 
in Stalinist Russia. Then he lost his 
yeshiva in Poland to the Nazis. And 
since he arrived here, he has had 
to deal with a lot of hardships and 
opposition.

“Find me some-one like that! Find 
me someone who is willing to put 
everything he has on the line for no 
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posed to its uplifting atmosphere.

Traffic through such entrances is, 
however, usually lim ited, in order to 
enable one to monitor his interaction 
with his surroundings. Seen from a 
positive perspective, breaking down 
Jerusalem’s walls thus symbolizes an 
unrestrained drive toward outreach, 
extending oneself to people who have 
not [yet] attained “complete fear,” with 
a commitment beyond the ordinary.

Unearned Love Compensating for 
Unearned Hatred
Our Sages explain that the destruction 
of Jerusalem and the exile of our 
people came about because of 
unwarranted hatred. It follows that 
by displaying love even for our unde-
serving fellow man, we can eliminate 
the cause of the exile so that the 
exile itself will cease to exist. Indeed, 
commitment to loving the undeserving 
will lead to the advent of the era 
when “All the [commemorative] fasts 
will be nullified... and indeed, will be 
transformed into holidays and days of 
rejoicing.”

The 17th of Tammuz is a particularly 
appropriate time for focusing on the 
transformation of hatred to love. For 
the breaching of Jerusalem’s walls 
can be perceived as a prelimi nary 
stage in the cosmic process leading 
to the fulfillment of the prophecy,20 
“Jerusalem will be settled like an 
open city, because of the multitude of 
people and cattle it will contain,... and 
I... will be a wall of fire around her.”

The potential for transition from exile 
to redemption is highlighted in the 
present generation. As a result of the 
Pre vious Rebbe’s redemption on Yud-
Beis Tammuz, the month of Tammuz 
has been transformed into “a Month 
of Redemp tion” in our age. May we 
merit witnessing the culmination of 
this process with the coming of the 
ultimate Redemption, and may this 
take place in the immediate future.

people — for without the Tablets, the 
wedding bond they share with G-d 
would not appear complete — he took 
that which he cherished most dearly, 
the Tablets of the Torah, and broke it.

Moshe’s action embodies a lesson 
for future generations. We can 
compensate for the lack of unity 
between man and the Torah 
(symbolized by the breaking of the 
Tablets) by in creasing our efforts to 
establish unity within the Jewish peo-
ple.

Jerusalem — Consummate Awe
The importance of ahavas Yisrael, 
loving a fellow Jew, also relates to 
the tragedy most usually associated 
with the fast of the 17th of Tammuz 
— the breaching by the Romans of 
the wall surrounding Jerusalem. In 
terms of our divine service, Jerusalem 
(ohkaurh) represents (as hinted at 
by its etymology) yirah shalem (oka 
vtrh), meaning “complete fear.” When 
a person’s fear of G-d is complete, it 
has an all-encompassing effect on his 
conduct, influencing every aspect of 
his thought, speech, and deed.

Fear of G-d requires a protective 
“wall”, a willingness to “make a fence 
around the Torah,” i.e., to undertake 
strin gencies which are not required 
by the minimal letter of the law. When 
this wall is broken and undesirable 
influences penetrate and affect one’s 
“complete fear” of G-d, this is a 
tragedy which requires a fast.

A Positive Dimension of the 
Breaching of Jerusalem’s Walls
A vigilant individual who has 
“complete fear” of G-d often erects a 
wall to separate himself from those 
people and influences which threaten 
his observance. He need not, how ever, 
cut himself off entirely from the world 
around him; the wall protecting his fear 
of G-d can have gates and doorways 
that will allow entry and exit. These 
gates and doorways will allow him 
to diffuse the influence of Jerusalem 
outward, and will allow people from 
outside Jerusalem to enter and be ex-

Beis HaMikdash.

The repeated association of a particular 
date with national catastrophes 
cannot be coincidental; rather, it 
points to the spiritual character of the 
day. In examining the meaning of the 
17th of Tammuz, the breaking of the 
Tablets is particu larly significant, for it 
is the first in the chronology of the five 
calamities that occurred on that day. 
And chassidic thought teaches that 
precedence in time reflects primacy in 
impor tance.

A Breach in Man’s Union with the 
Torah
The Tablets are symbolic of the 
deepest possible connec tion between 
the Torah and man, for the letters of 
the Ten Commandments were hewn 
into the body of the stone Tab lets. 
When the letters of a Torah scroll 
are inscribed with ink on parchment, 
they are a separate entity, and not an 
integral part of the parchment. In the 
Tablets, they and the Torah were one 
and inseparable.

This fusion into utter unity reflects a 
corresponding state which a person 
can attain — a state in which he is 
totally at one with the Torah. He does 
not see the Torah as an entity separate 
from himself which he must study and 
whose laws he must follow, but rather 
as part and parcel of his own very 
being. He and the Torah are a single 
whole.

The breaking of the Tablets indicates a 
deficiency in this connection. And thus 
it is the lack of unity between man and 
the Torah which is the root of all the 
difficulties which led to our fasting on 
the 17th of Tammuz.

Compensating for the Breaking of 
the Tablets
The Biblical account of the breaking of 
the Tablets also indicates the form of 
divine service that can compensate for 
this deficiency. Moshe Rabbeinu broke 
the Tablets as an act of ahavas Yisrael, 
out of his love for the Jewish people. In 
order to minimize the sin of the Jewish 
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STORIES WITH SOUL 

a piece of paper what they were 
prepared to relinquish from their 
legacy in order to possess the tefillin. 
Whoever gave the most would receive 
the tefillin. Each wrote and sealed his 
paper in an envelope, but at the last 
moment, they decided to draw lots 
instead. Reb David Moshe’s name 
was drawn, but he was not in the 
least surprised. He told his brothers, 
“These tefillin have been mine for 
many years. A few months before 
my bar-mitzva, Father called me into 
his room and taught me all the laws 
of tefillin. When he had finished, he 
pinched my cheek and said, ‘My son, 
l have hidden for you a pair of tefillin 
which are more precious than all the 
treasures on earth. I myself guard 
them, andI am keeping than for you.’

“Before my bar-mitzva, Father called 
me to his room again, and there, 
a scribe prepared a pair of tefillin 
for me. I wondered to myself, ‘How 
could these be the precious tefillin 
which my father had promised me?’

“For many years I wondered, until 
now, when I understand what Father 
meant. Finally, the precious, unique 
tefillin that our father promised me 
are mine.”

It Once Happened

When Rabbi Yisroel, the 
Rizhiner Tzadik, lay close 
to death, he called his sons 

and instructed them in the ways 
of Chasidut and entreated them to 
follow the true path. He told them 
that the most important thing was to 
always keep the Creator uppermost 
in one’s mind to do His Will. The sons 
listened in absolute silence, and 
knew that their father was imparting 
to them the ultimate truths of life.

Rabbi Yisroel continued, saying, 
“Usually fathers leave their children 
some kind of legacy, but what can l 
leave to you? I don’t have anything of 
importance, so I am leaving you parts 
of myself--to each one something 
else. But you will not be limited by 
what I leave to you; you will just have 
to work harder to achieve what your 
brothers have received. With that 
introduction, he proceeded. “To you, 
my firstborn, Reb Sholom Yosef, I 
leave my appearance;to you, my son 
Avraham Yaakov, I leave my brain; 
to you, my son my wisdom; and to 
you my youngest son Mordecha’le, I 
leave my knowledge of G-d. I leave 
you with the teaching that what 
a manachieves by dint of his own 
efforts has far more worth than 
anything that another gives him. 
When you strive through your own 
exertion to gain an understanding of 
the Creator, then you can finally say, 
“This is my G-d.”

A short time later the Tzadik passed 
into the Next World. His sons 
decided to spend the entire years of 
mourning in the town where their 
father had spent his last days.

The brothers were in harmony 
about most issues. They divided 
their father’s estate between them 
without dispute, but when it came to 
the question of their father’s tefillin, 
they could not agree. Each claimed 
the tefillin for his own.

The tefillin were unique, and their 
father had prized them far above any 
other possession. They had belonged 

to his great- grandfather, the Baal 
Shem Tov, and had been meticulously 
written by one of his disciples. Then 
they passed from father to son, 
from Rabbi Avraham the “Angel,” to 
his son Rabbi Shalom of Provitch, 
and down to Rabbi Yisroel of Rizhin. 
These tefillin were as fresh as the 
day on which they had been written, 
and although the Rizhiner checked 
them regularly several times a year, 
they never needed repair.

Many wondrous stories were told 
about those tefillin. Once Reb Yisroel 
had been imprisoned by the Russian 
authorities. Fearing that some harm 
might come to his precious tefillin in 
prison, Reb Yisroel left them in the 
care of a trusted friend. The moment 
he was released, he hurried to this 
friend’s house to reclaim his tefillin. 
He opened them up to check them, 
and to his horror, the parchments 
were covered with a thick, green 
mildew. Panic-stricken, he sent for a 
scribe, who would have perhaps have 
some way to save them. Imagine his 
shock when the scribe arrived and 
examined the tefillin only to find 
that they were perfect-the mildew 
had vanished. Reb Yisroel took this 
miraculous event as a sign that he 
should never again allow himself to 
be parted with his precious tefillin.

The brothers finally came to a 
solution. They would each write on 
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LAWS OF INTEREST

MY ENCOUNTER WITH THE REBBE
THE HEART OF A MOTHER
MRS. LEAH MOSCOWITZ

“If she and her husband have already 
fulfilled the commandment ‘to be 
fruitful and multiply,’ why put her life 
in danger?” the Rebbe asked.

However, Dr. Weiss was mistaken. 
We did not have a boy and a girl —
we had two girls, Goldie and Chaya, 
and therefore we had not fulfilled 
that commandment. And when we 
learned the Rebbe had been given 
incorrect information, we called his 
secretary, Rabbi Binyamin Klein, to 
correct matters.

The answer came back that we 
should consult a halachic authority. 
We asked Rabbi Hershel Shusterman, 
who ruled that — since the Rebbe 
was clearly concerned that my life 
might be put in danger — I should be 
careful not to get pregnant.

But I was not ready to give up. I 
consulted four more doctors, and 
they all forbade me to have more 
children.

Meanwhile, I realized I was running 
out of time. If I were to have more 
children, my doctors insisted that I do 

When I was three years old, my 
parents were told by doctors 
in Israel — where I was born 

and raised — that a valve in my heart 
was damaged and would eventually 
need to be replaced. However, I was 
able to lead a normal life, get married 
at age twenty, and give birth to two 
daughters.

It was not until my husband, Rabbi 
Moshe Moscowitz, and I moved to 
Chicago in 1983 — where we both 
accepted teaching offers — that my 
lingering health problems escalated.

I started feeling extremely fatigued, 
and I ended up in the hospital for 
tests. That is when Dr. Ira Weiss, 
the Rebbe’s cardiologist who lived in 
Chicago, became my cardiologist as 
well.

After seeing the results of my 
echocardiogram, he told me, “Leah, 
my advice to you is to have your heart 
valve replaced immediately.”

Having a major surgery at the age of 
twenty-three was frightening. I also 
knew — having been told this before 
— that it would mean the end of my 
childbearing, and I could not fathom 
such a thing since I looked forward to 
raising a large family. I told Dr. Weiss, 
“Without the Rebbe’s blessing I will 
not agree to the surgery. You have the 
best connection, so please ask him 
for me. Whatever the Rebbe says, I 
will do.”

Shortly afterwards, Dr. Weiss got 
back to me: “The Rebbe said not 
to operate, but to treat you with 
medication.”

There was a risk of my damaged heart 
valve causing a stroke, so Dr. Weiss 
prescribed Coumadin, a blood thinner, 

to prevent this. But I was absolutely 
forbidden to become pregnant while 
taking this particular medication as 
it was known to damage the fetus. 
Furthermore, as a side effect, it 
caused me bleeding ulcers, and I was 
hospitalized several times.

Dr. Weiss often told me how the 
Rebbe took a personal interest in my 
health condition, asking him “How is 
your favorite patient?” and discussing 
with him my heart rate and other 
aspects of my condition.

After a year had passed, Dr. Weiss 
determined that I could discontinue 
the blood thinner. With G-d’s help, I 
started to feel much better and said 
I wanted more children, but Dr. Weiss 
felt that it would be dangerous for 
me to become pregnant. However, he 
promised to consult the Rebbe on this 
issue the next time he visited him.

“How many children does Mrs. 
Moscowitz have?” the Rebbe asked 
Dr. Weiss.

“A boy and a girl” was his response.
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FAITH, INTELLECT, WISDOM
Faith believes that which it is told, because it wants to 
believe.

Intellect believes that which it understands, because it 
wants to attain understanding.

Wisdom believes that which is true, because it is true.

Wisdom doesn’t have to fit that which faith wishes to 
believe. Neither does it await the approval of intellect 
to say, “This can be understood.”

Wisdom is a power of vision, the power to see “that 
which is” without attempting to fit it into any mold. 
Wisdom, therefore, is the only channel by which an 
Infinite G-d may enter.

Tanya, chapter 35. 

down my cheeks. I said, “This is your 
baby. Please help me. I just want to 
nurse him a while longer.”

Suddenly, there was a knock on the 
door, and to my astonishment, it was 
Dr. Weiss, who lives some five miles 
away!

“I recently visited with the Rebbe,” he 
explained, “and he asked me if you 
were still nursing the baby, adding, 
‘Please give her a message that it 
is important and healthy to nurse 
a child for at least the first twelve 
months.’ I’m sorry, Leah, that I did not 
have a chance to tell you before. It 
just happened that today I was stuck 
in the hospital with a patient when 
Shabbat came in, so I’m walking 
home now and decided to stop by.”

I just could not believe this! Within 
seconds of speaking to the Rebbe in 
my thoughts, I got his answer and 
his blessing. Thank G-d, I was able to 
continue nursing.

so before age thirty. I felt up to it and 
decided to ask Dr. Weiss again about 
getting a blessing from the Rebbe to 
have another child.

Dr. Weiss told me, “There is a world-
renowned cardiologist — Dr. Rolf 
Gunnar — who happens to be one of 
my mentors, and if he agrees that it 
is safe for you to become pregnant, I 
will ask the Rebbe.”

We had to wait four months for 
the appointment, but after a full-
checkup, this doctor told us, “I believe 
another pregnancy will go well, but 
you should be monitored by high-risk 
gynecologists and be sure to take it 
easy.”

We were ecstatic and immediately 
phoned Dr. Weiss with the news, “Dr. 
Gunnar gave us permission! Please 
tell the Rebbe.”

After Dr. Weiss did so, he reported 
back: “Leah, the Rebbe smiled from 
ear to ear, and said, ‘We should only 
hear good news — they want a boy 
so much.’”

One evening a few months later — 
just three days after the passing of 
Rebbetzin Chaya Mushka in February 
of 1988 — the Rebbe was alone in the 
company of Dr. Weiss. All those who 
came to pay a shivah call had left, and 
they were going up the stairs so Dr. 
Weiss could give the Rebbe a medical 
checkup. At that moment, with all the 
things on his mind, the Rebbe turned 
around and asked, “Is there any news 
from Mrs. Moscowitz?” Dr. Weiss 
answered that he did not know. 
The truth was that we did not know 
either. We only found out later that I 
was already pregnant at that time!

When our Menachem Mendel was 
born, the words of the Rebbe — 
“they want a boy so much” — echoed 
in our ears!

Five months after Mendel’s birth, 
I was having difficulties nursing 
because he grew more dependent 
on the bottle than on me, while I was 
constantly running back and forth 
to the hospital. It was Friday night 
and I recall vividly how, after I lit the 
Shabbat candles, I was gazing at the 
picture of the Rebbe with tears rolling 
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Some people say that the ability 
to willingly and selflessly 
give to others is a heroic 

attribute, characteristic of many first 
responders working with COVID-19 
patients. But Lori Hope Gilman-
Smith, who goes by her Hebrew name, 
Elisheva, doesn’t consider herself a 
hero. Instead, she credits her deep 
faith in G-d, as well as all the people 
who have accompanied her on her 
two-and-a-half-year Jewish spiritual 
journey, for broadening her view and 
helping her make it through each day 
at an overburdened COVID-19 unit at 
Mount Sinai South Nassau Hospital 
in Oceanside, N.Y.

When Gilman-Smith began to feel 
overwhelmed by the scope and 
demands of her job—and more so 
her patients’ suffering—she began 
to take “Torah breaks,” she told 
Chabad.org. “It was the online Chabad 
classes, videos and chats that kept 
me going,” she recounted.

She would spend her lunch hour 
praying. The lessons she drew from 

her prayers and Torah learning gave 
her the strength to carry out her job 
for an hour or two until she would 
take another short break. When the 
weight of her job felt like more than 
she could handle, she drew spiritual 
comfort from speaking with her 
rabbi, Rabbi Eli Goodman, co-director 
with his wife, Beila, of Chabad of the 
Beaches in Long Beach, N.Y. These 
breaks, she said, helped her become 
the best practitioner she could be for 
the patients under her care.

“It used to be all about me,” shared 
Gilman-Smith. “Although I’ve always 
believed in G-d, I was looking for G-d 
to do my will, instead of me doing 
His.”

She became a ba’alat teshuvah 
(one who has returned to Jewish 
observance) about two-and-a-half 
years ago, with support from her 
work colleagues, cardiologists Dr. 
David Weinstock and Dr. Joseph 
Eichenbaum.

Gilman-Smith’s 15-year-long 
career as a technician at the off-

site cardiovascular/infectious-
disease practice (now affiliated with 
Mount Sinai South Nassau) took an 
unexpected turn into critical care 
when she and her fellow health-care 
professionals at her practice were 
asked to assist at an under-staffed 
COVID-19 unit at the hospital.

An Often Solitary Advocate for 
Isolated Patients
Although concerned with her own 
well-being, with support from the 
medical-practice physicians for 
whom she worked and her religious 
community, she figured that the call 
was also part of G-d’s will. “It’s what I 
signed up for, even if that role turned 
out different than what I expected,” 
she said.

Gilman-Smith’s close-contact tasks 
at the makeshift COVID-19 ward 
at Mount Sinai involved taking and 
storing vials of patient’s blood, 
checking patients’ vital signs, 
assisting nurses in distributing 
medications, changing diapers and 
doing “anything else she was asked 
to do.”

She quickly realized that, considering 
the extraordinary circumstances of 
the novel virus, the hospital’s ban on 
visitors left these vulnerable patients 
without any personal advocates and 
their needs, sometimes overlooked. 
While aware that her presence in 
the ward was only temporary, she 
nevertheless decided to give the 
patients the maximum care she could 
provide as long as she was available 
to do so.

Gilman-Smith fully dedicated herself 
to her patients’ needs to help counter 

RECENTLY IN THE NEWS
HOW ‘TORAH BREAKS’ HELP ONE COVID NURSE 
DRAW STRENGTH AND CALM IN CHAOS
Long Island cardiology assistant Elisheva Gilman-Smith on coping with crisis
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the inevitable lapses in attention 
by the overworked hospital staff. 
She felt that she was contributing a 
personal G-d-given imprint towards 
improving the health and comfort of 
those stricken with the coronavirus. 
“There was nothing that I wouldn’t do 
to let them know how much I cared,” 
she said.

In addition, she felt that she was 
reaping personal rewards. “The 
gratification I received from making 
each patient a little more comfortable 
was so amazing,” she said.

One patient, concerned with 
disturbing the already haggard 
hospital staff, had asked her son to 
deliver her food. Hospital procedures 
required that such deliveries be left 
with hospital security, and with the 
package overflow, it sometimes took 
hours until they were delivered to the 
patients. When Gilman-Smith heard 
that this woman was hungry, she 
personally went to retrieve the food 
for “her” patient, even though that 
person would soon become someone 
else’s responsibility.

The Little Acts Add Up
There were other contributions and 
interactions that Gilman-Smith 
considered minor but doubts that she 
will ever forget, including teaching 
a patient how to access FaceTime 
to video conference loved ones, and 
the smile that lit up the patient’s face 
when she and her family members 
connected virtually.

Gilman-Smith made frequent visits to 
an elderly patient whom she noticed 
had a kippah lying on his bed. She 
returned it to its rightful place on the 
man’s head each of the many times 
it fell off. The man had not uttered 
one word over the three-day period 
that Gilman-Smith spent time talking 
to him; that is, until she told him that 
“Pesach was coming.”

“Pesach,” he repeated with longing, 
as his warm gaze met those of his 

newfound friend.

Then there was the time she entered 
the room of a 54-year-old man, 
and noticed he had wet and soiled 
himself. With a warm smile to counter 
any embarrassment he might be 
experiencing, she asked if he would 
mind if she changed him.

“I’ll wash you down, and you’ll feel 
better,” she said. Even though the 
man was heavy and no other staff 
were available to help, she was 
determined to keep him from waiting. 
As she managed to turn him over and 
began the process, tears of gratitude 
flooded the man’s eyes, as if he 
was being granted a great gift (and 
perhaps he had been.)

Ultimately, all the little acts began 
to add up, and no longer seemed 
insignificant.

Faith in G-d, Support From 
Community
It was her faith in G-d, and a 
supportive Jewish community, she 
said, that provided Gilman-Smith 
with the key to access her inherent 
courage: to embrace head-on the 
task of caring for a hospital ward full 
of the very ill, if only temporarily, and 
treat them as if they were family.

At the end of her first week working 
in the COVID-19 ward, Gilman-Smith 
felt unwell. She was expressing the 
typical symptoms of the coronavirus: 
shortness of breath, fever and severe 
chest pains. She was tested for the 
bug, though the results turned out 
negative. Aware that the test was 
often unreliable, she asked to be 
tested a second time through the 
hospital’s Employee Health Division. 
“The nurse said, I’ll call you with the 
results, but I’m very worried about 
you.”

The results of her second test were 
also negative. Nonetheless, the 
cardiologists and infectious-disease 
doctors for whom she worked insisted 
that she take a week of sick leave to 

rest at home and regain her strength. 
Still unsure if she had contacted 
the virus, she had herself tested for 
Covid-19 antibodies, a test that is 
also not entirely reliable. Although 
this test, too, came out negative, 
Gilman-Smith remained unsure 
whether or not she had contracted 
the coronavirus.

Either way, she believes that her 
faith and love for G-d was protecting 
her. “I was on top of these patients; I 
walked out. I’m here. I’m OK. I’m still 
able to wake up every day and help do 
something positive,” she said.

Gilman-Smith is now back at the 
cardiology practice, which, she says, 
is in some ways more difficult than 
working at the hospital. “In the 
hospital, you knew what you were 
dealing with. Here, we have to treat 
everyone as if each is positive [a 
carrier of the virus]. We won’t allow 
people to bring a spouse into the 
office; we isolate patients and wear 
protective gear. Certain things have 
to change, and I’ll change with them,” 
she said. “COVID’s out there still. And 
patients are still coming in.”

For patients under a coronavirus-
based quarantine, or those who are 
simply too afraid to go out and who 
need heart medication, Gilman-Smith 
makes home deliveries while wearing 
Personal Protective Equipment and 
usually stays for a while to speak with 
the patients, who have now become 
her friends.

Would Gilman-Smith—like many 
medical professionals, each heroes in 
their own right—return to a hospital’s 
COVID-19 ward if she is called upon?

She didn’t hesitate for a moment: “I 
would go back there tomorrow if they 
needed me to.”
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IN  A WOMAN’S WORLD
ISSUES OF RELEVANCE TO THE JEWISH WOMAN

Women’s Mikvah:
Please call Mrs. Devorah Failer for an 

appointment: 305-866 1492 or 
305-323-2410

Please Note: Shabbos & Yom Tov visits must be Prepaid

The Shul Sisterhood
 

Who we are...
The Shul Sisterhood organizes all of The Shul’s programming 
and classes geared toward women in the community. Our 
objective is to bring women of all ages and backgrounds 
together to learn, laugh, experience, and rejuvenate their mind, 

body and soul. Meet new friends,
relax and get inspired!

  If you would like to be a part of The Shul Sisterhood, 
please call 305. 868.1411

WEEKLY CLASSES

WONTON CHIPS WITH EDAMAME DIP
By: Jaime Geller

INGREDIENTS
½ (12-ounce) package square wonton wrappers, 
defrosted

Cooking spray

1 teaspoon kosher salt, divided

2 cups frozen shelled edamame, defrosted

¼ cup cilantro

1 teaspoon toasted sesame oil

1 lime, juiced

½ to ¾ cup extra virgin olive oil

PREPARATION
Preheat oven to 400℉. Grease 2 baking sheets with 
cooking spray.

Cut square wonton wrappers in half to make triangles 
and spread out in a single layer on baking sheets. 
Spray with cooking spray and sprinkle with ½ 
teaspoon salt. Bake 6 to 8 minutes or until golden 
brown and crispy.

Meanwhile, combine edamame, cilantro, sesame 
oil, remaining ½ teaspoon salt, and lime juice in a 
food processor and pulse to chop. With processor 
running, slowly add olive oil and puree until smooth, 
about 5 minutes, adding enough oil to reach a smooth 
consistency.

Transfer dip to a bowl and serve with wonton chips.

PLEASE CHECK 
OUR VIRTUAL CLASS SCHEDULE 

FOR ALL THE SHUL CLASSES THAT 
ARE HAPPENING 

USING THE ZOOM APP /  ONLINE 
DURING THIS  T IME.

HTTPS://ZOOM. US/J/6457054016
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La valeur de la vie
Pureté et impureté dans le 
judaïsme
Par Nechoma Greisman
 

Dans le judaïsme, la pureté 
spirituelle est une qualité 
à rechercher. Cela n’a rien 
à voir avec l’hygiène et la 

propreté. C’est un état spirituel 
appelé taharah, que nous appelons « 
pureté ». Le contraire de la taharah 
est la toumah, que nous appelons « 
impureté ».

En vérité, il est extrêmement difficile 
de donner une traduction exacte 
de ces deux termes – taharah et 
toumah – tout simplement parce 
qu’ils n’existent pas dans la langue 
française. Ces concepts n’existent 
pas ailleurs que dans la Torah, et donc 
les langues étrangères ne peuvent 
en donner de bons synonymes.

La Torah décrit de nombreuses 
situations qui peuvent conférer cet 
état d’impureté à une personne. 
Parmi celles-ci est le fait d’entrer 
en contact avec un cadavre. C’est 
pourquoi lorsque l’on assiste à un 
enterrement, à D.ieu ne plaise, on 
se lave les mains avant de rentrer 
chez soi en versant de l’eau sur 
chaque main alternativement, six 
fois au total, ce qui est une méthode 
spirituelle pour ôter l’impureté 
de ses mains. Un membre de la 
famille sacerdotale (un cohen) n’est 
pas autorisé à se rendre dans un 
cimetière, sauf dans des conditions 
particulières.

Une autre situation qui peut faire 
qu’une personne soit spirituellement 
souillée est la maladie biblique de 
tsaraat (improprement traduite par 
« lèpre », qui se manifestait par une 
décoloration de la peau). Pourtant, 
une autre situation qui provoque 

l’impureté est la naissance. Quand 
une femme donne naissance, elle 
contracte une impureté spirituelle.

Il existe diverses autres situations 
décrites par la Torah qui sont 
également cause d’impureté. Le 
dénominateur commun de toutes 
celles-ci est qu’elles sont toutes 
liées d’une manière ou d’une 
autre à la notion de mort. Même 
l’accouchement est associé à la mort, 
non pas à cause du danger qui lui est 
associé, mais parce que la mère qui 
a porté l’enfant pendant neuf mois a 
eu en elle une âme supplémentaire – 
un supplément de vie – au cours de 
la grossesse. Pendant la grossesse, 
une femme est extra-pure. Mais 
quand l’enfant nait et quitte son 
corps, même si l’enfant est en vie de 
manière indépendante en dehors du 
corps de la mère, en ce qui concerne 
cette dernière, il y a une perte de 
vie. Cette perte de vie est la raison 
de son état temporaire d’impureté 
spirituelle.

De même, lorsqu’un homme a émis 
de la semence de son corps, celle-ci 
peut potentiellement féconder une 
femme et provoquer la naissance 

d’un enfant. Il y a un potentiel de 
vie dans chaque goutte de semence. 
Chaque fois qu’un homme émet sa 
semence, même si sa femme tombe 
enceinte, il devient impur. Quand une 
femme a ses règles tous les mois, 
l’œuf mort qu’elle expulse aurait pu 
devenir une autre personne si elle 
était tombée enceinte. Dès lors, il 
y a une trace de mort chaque mois, 
quand une femme a ses règles. 
C’est la raison pour laquelle elle est 
impure.

Nous voyons à quel point la Torah 
valorise la vie, comment la vie est 
ce qu’il y a de plus élevé dans le 
judaïsme. La Torah elle-même est 
appelée « un Arbre de Vie ». Là où il 
y a vie, il y a sainteté et pureté, et 
où il y a mort ou perte de vie, il y a 
impureté.

Même si une personne vit 
aujourd’hui, il y a eu une période où 
elle n’était pas vivante, et il y aura 
une autre période où elle ne sera plus 
vivante. Mais pour être vraiment en 
vie, même lorsque l’on est vivant, il 
ne suffit pas simplement de vivre. 
« Vous qui êtes attachés à D.ieu 
êtes tous vivants aujourd’hui », dit 
un verset. Une personne mauvaise, 
quand bien même est-elle en vie, est 
appelée morte. La respiration et le 
battement du cœur ne constituent 
pas la vie. Ce que la Torah considère 
comme étant la vie est lié à la Torah, 
avec le judaïsme. L’homme vertueux 
est appelé vivant même quand il 
a quitté ce monde, parce qu’il s’est 
attaché à la Source de Vie.

FRENCH CONNECTION
REFLEXIONS SUR LA PARACHA

Vivre avec la paracha
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¿Por que Moshe golpeo a la 
roca?
Por Naftali Silberberg
 

Moisés golpeando a la roca es 
uno de los más asombrosos 
episodios narrados en la Torá.

La fuente que abastecía de agua a 
los israelitas se secó. Di-s instruyó 
a Moisés para que subiera al Monte 
Horeb y extrajera agua de una roca. 
Moisés tuvo éxito, pero mientras 
ejecutaba la orden de Di-s, cometió 
un grave error. Como resultado fue 
decretado que Moisés debía morir en 
el desierto, y que Josué sería quien 
guiaría a los israelitas a la Tierra 
Prometida.

La Torá es muy ambigua en cuanto 
a la naturaleza del error de Moisés. 
Hay tantas interpretaciones como 
comentaristas bíblicos. La explicación 
convencional, citada del Midrash por 
Rashi, es que a Moisés se le ordenó 
que hablara a la roca para extraer 
agua, y en su lugar Moisés la golpeó. 
Alrededor de treinta y nueve años 
antes, la primera vez que los israelitas 
necesitaron agua, Di-s realmente 
instruyó a Moisés que golpeara a la 
roca. Pero esta vez las instrucciones 
fueron diferentes, y Moisés fracasó 
en su cumplimiento.

Algunas preguntas obvias:

1) Si golpear la roca era tan terrible, 
¿por qué estuvo bien tantos años 
antes?

2) ¿Por qué Moisés —el más leal 
siervo de Di-s —no siguió las simples 
instrucciones de Di-s?

3) ¿Por qué esta ofensa aparentemente 
menor tuvo consecuencias tan 
graves?

Un análisis del liderazgo de Moisés 
probablemente arroje luz sobre este 
desconcertante episodio.

Moisés es sinónimo de milagros. 
El nombre Moisés significa “De las 
aguas fue extraído”; y este es un 
nombre apropiado para un individuo 
cuya alma emanó de las aguas 
ocultas de los mundos supernos, y 
nunca se aclimató a su nuevo hábitat. 
Moisés no sabía como tratar con este 
mundo en sus términos. En cambio, 
cuando necesitaba cumplir una tarea 
recurría a los poderes supernaturales 
para hacerlo. No convenció al Faraón 
de que liberara a los israelitas, ni 
siquiera se embarcó en una guerra 
convencional; en su lugar usó los 
milagrosos poderes a su disposición 
para aplastar completamente su 
oposición.

Él no hablaba a las rocas para sacarles 
agua, las golpeaba para someterlas.

Mientras que este es un modus 
operandi excitante, no era así 
como debía ser conquistada la 
tierra de Canaán. Esto funcionó 
para la generación que dejó Egipto, 
una generación que subsistió con 
milagros durante cuarenta años. Pero 
Di-s tenía un plan diferente en mente 
para esta generación que ya estaba 
lista para entrar a la Tierra Santa. 
No se pretendía que ellos borraran 
milagrosamente su oposición, se les 
había dado el mandato de cambiar 
el mundo actuando en sus propios 
términos. Se suponía que entraran 
al mundo, araran y sembraran 
sus campos, y cajole el mundo a 
niveles más altos de espiritualidad y 
Divinidad.

Esta es la tarea que Moisés no 
pudo cumplir —el era simplemente 
demasiado grande, un gigante 
espiritual. Esa fue la tarea para Josué.

El que Moisés golpeara la roca no fue 
el motivo por el cual no pudo liderar a 
los judíos en Canaán; fue el síntoma 
del motivo.

La lección de este episodio en 
nuestras relaciones con los otros, 
en nuestro emprendimiento por 

extraer agua —santidad y valor —de 
nuestros compañeros, es bastante 
clara. Pero esta lección también debe 
guiarnos en nuestra propia jornada 
espiritual. Comenzamos a servir a 
Di-s “golpeando la roca”. Podemos 
no comprender, podemos no estar 
convencidos, pero seguimos las 
órdenes de Di-s porque debemos 
hacerlo. Dominamos nuestros 
impulsos y urgencias naturales para 
hacer las mitzvot.

Pero luego debemos madurar 
espiritualmente. Debemos “hablar 
a la roca”. Debemos estudiar lo 
suficiente y lograr la comprensión 
para realmente convencer, tanto a 
nuestras emociones como a nuestras 
mentes, para convertirnos en 
personas espirituales.

Entonces estamos listos para entrar a 
la Tierra Prometida.

Clases en Espanol
Porcion Semanal

Rabbi Shea Rubinstein
Lunes 8:45 pm - 9:45 pm

Tanya( Women)
  Mrs. Vivian Perez

Martes 10:45 am - 12:00pm
198 Park Drive, Bal Harbour Village
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Call Vivian for details - 305.213.3202  

Analisis de distintos temas basados en la Perasha  
Rabbi Shlomi Halsband
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Parasha de la Semana
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CGI AT THE SHUL WEEK 1
THE SHUL WAS ONCE AGAIN FILLED WITH THE BEAUTIFUL SOUNDS OF CHILDREN SINGING, LEARNING, PLAYING AND 

HAVING THE TIME OF THEIR LIVES AS ALMOST 100 CHILDREN ENJOYED WEEK ONE OF CAMP



SUPPORT THE SHUL

1 TICKET $36
4 TICKETS FOR $100
9 TICKETS FOR $180

20 TICKETS FOR $360
50 TICKETS FOR $770
75 TICKETS FOR $1000
150 TICKETS FOR $1800

DONATION OPTIONS
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FREE ENTRY ROUTE AVAILABLE. NO PURCHASE OR ENTRY FEE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN PRIZE. The “Chabad of Florida 2020 Raffle” begins at 12:00 PM Eastern 

Daylight Savings Time (“EDT”) on June 9, 2020 and ends at 11:59 PM EDT on August 16, 2020. The “Chabad of Florida 2020 Raffle” is open to legal residents of the 50 United 
States (EXCLUDING RESIDENTS OF TEXAS) and the District of Columbia who have reached the age of majority in the jurisdiction in which they reside at time of entry. Total 

approximate retail value of all prizes to be awarded: up to USD $19,500. Void where prohibited by law. Odds of winning depend upon the number of eligible entries received. Limit 
one (1) prize per household. See terms and conditions for details: www.chabadwalnutcreek.com/raffleterms. 

The Sponsor of the “Chabad of Florida 2020  Raffle” (“Sponsor”): Chabad of Walnut Creek, Inc. 7561 Sheridan Street, Hollywood, FL 33024, USA.
All pictures are for illustration purposes only. Actual prize may vary.


