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Shabbos Parshas Toldos

“And the children struggled 
within her and she said, 
“If this is the case, why 

do I need to suffer in this 
pregnancy?”…”

After beseeching Almighty G-d 
together with her husband 
Yitzchok for offspring, as Rivkah 
was barren, G-d blessed her 
with twins. These would later 
be born as the opposing forces 

of Yaakov and Eisav. 

The struggle within her the Torah tells us is that each 
one of these fetuses in the womb expressed powerful, 
contrasting characteristics and desires. When passing by a 
place of idolatry and negativity Eisav fought to come out 
and experience it, while when passing by a place of learning 
and holiness Yaakov expressed powerful force to come out 
and experience that.  When Rivkah went to the Rebbe of that 
period, Shem, to ask why this is happening, he prophetically 
told her that there are two opposing forces representing 
powerful nations within her.  Extrapolating those natural 
inborn lifestyles for the future, they represented Rome and 
Jerusalem.  Two polarized perspectives of life. 

Shem clearly told her that when one of these forces will 
be dominant the other will be subjugated and subservient, 
and when the other will be in control the opposite will 
take place.

This story is not merely relating an historical event but 
a foretelling of how Jewish lives are destined to be, as 
“events of our ancestors are indicators and sign posts of 
what our future will be”. 

The Rebbe explains that these opposing two forces, 
represented by the twins within Rivkah, correspond to the 
two contradicting and opposing dynamic proclivities that 
each of us possess. 

Eisav, the powerful, physical, materialistic, pleasure-seeking 
hunter and hedonist is the representation of our physical 
bodies that have basic, natural, animalistic tendencies.  
The body according to Kabbalistic description is like a hot 
furnace, a seething boiling pot of instinctive, pleasure-
seeking, biological composition that is clearly similar to 
animal instinctive indulgences. 

Yaakov on the other hand represents the transcendent 
purpose-and-meaning-seeking aspect of the soul seeking 
a higher level perspective. 

They are constantly battling and struggling, each trying 
to dominate our continuing existence and presence in 
this physical world. The animal body factors wanting to 
fulfill their natural, biological needs and weaknesses that 
integrate the elements of survival, power, ego and pleasure. 
The soul, on the other hand, yearns to find meaning and 
purpose in our being that utilizes and harnesses the power 
of the body to fulfill its needs while searching for a higher 
purpose and more meaningful objective for this entire 
process. 

It is an ongoing battle consistently and constantly as 
we each experience in our own lives. When the body and 
physicality is dominant the soul is silent and subservient, 
though subconsciously hoping to be expressed. When the 
soul is the authoritative power then it can and should 
control and harness the body to be part of its mission in 
making the world a better place. 

The story of the struggling twins is the story of the 
struggling forces each and every one of us possesses. The 
lesson is obvious. 

Have a great Shabbos and a good week

Rabbi S. Lipskar

Thoughts on the Parshah
from Rabbi Sholom D. Lipskar
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Weekly Riddle

Yitzchok’s
Teen Boys

Grades: 9th - 12th

10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Haime Library

Meir’s
Davening With Dad

Grades: 7th - 8th

10:30 am - 12:00 pm

Montessori 3

Yossi’s 
Hebrew School

Grades: 4th - 8th

10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Yosef’s
Junior Boys

Grades: 1 - 4

10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Classroom 1

Basya's
Tween Girls

Grades: 6 - 8

10:30 am - 12:00 pm

Tehila's
Pre Tween Girls

Grades:  4 - 5

10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Classrooom 4

Elisheva Adouth's 
Aleph Wonder Girls

Grades: 1 - 3
10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Classrooom 2

Celebrating Shabbos with our Youth
Everything you need for an “Over the Top” Shabbos experience

Morah Malkie’s 
Tot Shabbat

Ages: 1 - 4
11:00 am - 12:00 pm

Montessori 
classrooom 2

Debbie’s
Teen Girls

Grades: 9th - 12th

10:30 am - 12:00 pm

Teen Girls Room

Shabbos Mevarchim Tehillim Club

The Lubavitcher Rebbe said, “Be scrupulous about saying the entire 
Tehillim (Psalms) on Shabbos Mevarchim (Blessing of the New Month). 
It is crucial for you, for your children, and your children’s children.”

Every Shabbos Mevarchim in the Haime Library
8:30 - 9:00 am

 Sponsored by the Duchman Family Questions:

1) In what two contexts does the number 40 appear in this parsha?

2)Which verse in this parsha has five verbs in a row?

3) Besides Esav, who else in Tanach is called an “admoni” - a person with 
reddish complexion?

Answers from last week:
1) In Genesis 33:19, Yaakov purchased a field near Shchem. In 2-Shmuel 
24:24, King David purchased a threshing floor, which became the site of 
the Holy Temple. In 1-Kings 16:24, the Jewish king Amri purchased Har 
Shomron in central Israel.

2) In Genesis 15:13, God tells Abraham that his children will be slaves 
for 400 years. In Genesis 32:7, Esav comes to attack Yaakov with 400 
men.

3) Sarah (Genesis 12:11), Rivka (Genesis 24:16), Rachel (Genesis 29:17), 
Bat Sheva (2-Shmuel 11:2), Tamar, the sister of Avshalom (2-Shmuel 
14:27), Vashti (Esther 1:11), and Esther (Esther 2:7).

RIDDLE RULES

Answers to the riddles can be given to Sholom 

Loebenstein any time over Shabbos. The first 

child to give a correct answer to each of  the 

questions will win an INSTANT prize!
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Kiddush This Week: 
Kiddush this week is available for sponsorship.

Farbrengen This Week:
The Shabbos Mevarchim Farbrengen is sponsored in honor

of The Rebbe, the Leader of our generation, the Shluchim
of the Rebbe and the supporters of the Shluchim.

Shalosh Seudos This Week:
Shalosh Seudos this week is available for sponsorship.

kiddushim at The Shul
Please help us to provide our weekly Shabbos Kiddush and 
Shalosh Seudos by becoming a sponsor. Or join the Kiddush Bank 
by becoming a Partner ($770 annually ) or Patron ($360 anually)

Lighting     5:11 p.m.
Mincha     5:15 p.m.

Eruv Information 

We would like to emphasize that every Erev Shabbos, individuals should call the Eruv Hotline to make sure

 that the Eruv is operational. The number to call is 305- 866-ERUV (3788). 

The Eruv message is recorded approximately two hours prior to candle lighting. Surfside: 

The Eruv in Surfside now includes the walking paths along the beach.  Pushing strollers and  

carrying is permitted on the paths, but not beyond the path or onto the beach.   

Bal Harbour: The Eruv in Bal Harbour included the inner (western) walking path only. The pier at Haulover Cut is not included.
 

To pay your annual dues visit: www.miamibeacheruv.com

the caterer for this week’s kiddush 
and Shalosh seudos is Food Art

Celebrating Shabbos 
Everything you need for an “Over the Top” Shabbos experience

Shabbos Schedule
Candle lighting     5:13 p.m. 
Mincha  / Kabbalas Shabbos   5:15 p.m.
Hashkama Minyan recital of entire Tehillim 6:00 a.m.
Shabbos Day Hashkama Minyan  7:15 a.m.
Recital of the entire book of Tehillim  7:30 a.m.
Tanya / Hayom  Yom   8:50 a.m.
Shacharis (Morning Services)  9:00 a.m.
Children’s Programs                      10:00 a.m.
Upstairs Minyan                10:30 a.m.
Kiddush                  12:00 p.m.
Farbrengen in honor of Shabbos Mevarchim 1:00 p.m.
Daf Yomi     4:15 p.m.
Men’s Shiur    4:15 p.m.
Women's Shiur    4:15 p.m.
Shalosh Seudos for Boys    4:15 p.m.
Mincha      5:00 p.m.
Shabbos Ends / Ma’ariv & Havdalah            6:06 p.m.
Weekly Video of The Rebbe

Sephardic Minyan Friday Evening 
Mincha / Kabbalat Shabbat   5:00 p.m.

Shabbat Day Shacharit    9:00 a.m.
Mincha       5:00 p.m.
Shabbos Ends / Arvit & Havdalah            6:06 p.m.

The following dates are available for sponsorship:

        Kiddush                         Shalosh Seudos 
     November  18, 25                       November 18, 25

     
If you wish to become a sponsor, please speak with Stacy

at 305-868-1411 ext 313 or email swaxman@theshul.org               
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29 MarCheshvan Ms. Olivia Fischman
29 MarCheshvan Mrs. Ruthy Ginsburg
29 MarCheshvan Mr. Baruch Halpern
29 MarCheshvan Mr. Michael Polyakov
29 MarCheshvan Mrs. Susan Rosenstein
1 Kislev  Mrs. Johana Abraham
1 Kislev  Mrs. Miriam Basha Arber
1 Kislev  Ms. Elizabeth Katz
1 Kislev  Mr. Brent Levison
1 Kislev  Mrs. Rivka Saidof
1 Kislev  Mr. David Wexler
2 Kislev  Ms. Nily Falic
2 Kislev  Mr.  Abraham Osman
2 Kislev  Mr.  Matthew Shear
2 Kislev  Mr. Harold Tripp
3 Kislev  Mrs. Deborah Portnoy
3 Kislev  Mr. Isaac Sredni
4 Kislev  Mrs. Tamar Attias
4 Kislev  Mrs. Chaya Elbogen
4 Kislev  Mr.  Marco Lustgarten
4 Kislev  Mr.  Daniel Steiner
5 Kislev  Mr.  Dovid Mordechai Gilinski
6 Kislev  Mr.  Julian Ohayon
6 Kislev  Ms. Nicole Sredni

Community Happenings
Sharing with your Shul Family

Birthdays

 Kid’s Birthdays

Yahrtzeits

Anniversaries
Mr. & Mrs. Richard & Renee Felice Moore
Mr. & Mrs. David & Deborah Portnoy
Rabbi & Mrs. Simeon & Rose Schreiber

29 MarCheshvan David ben Moshe obm
  Father of Mr. Sol Zuckerman
29 MarCheshvan Liba Bluma bas Menachem Mendel obm
  Mother of Rabbi Berel Zisman
29 MarCheshvan Hinda bas Yisrael obm
  Mother of Mr. Samuel Ziefer
29 MarCheshvan Sane ben Aron obm
  Grandfather of Mr. Claudio Stivelman
29 MarCheshvan Asher ben Yehoshua Aryeh obm
  Brother of Mr. Sanford Musikar
1 Kislev  Shabtai obm
  Father of Mrs. Beverley Schottenstein
1 Kislev  Toba Tzirel bas Yitzchok obm
  Sister of Mrs. Pola Lekach and Aunt of Mrs. Jana Falic
1 Kislev  Eliezer ben Yehezkel Feivel obm
  Brother of Mr. Gershon Brenner
2 Kislev  Chasia Riva Bat Moshe obm
  Mother-in-law of Mrs. Bessie Bedzow
3 Kislev  Yirmiyahu obm
  Grandfather of Mr. Andrew Roth
3 Kislev  David obm
  Grandfather of Mr. Gustavo Galagovsky
4 Kislev  Avraham Meir ben Yisroel Isser obm
  Father of Mr. Isaac Arber
5 Kislev  Levi Yitzchok ben Nachum obm
  Father of Mrs. Rose Schreiber
5 Kislev  Tamara Matlas bas Moshe obm
  Sister-in-law of Mrs. Estela Berry
6 Kislev  Menachem Mendal ben Yehudah obm
  Grandfather of Mrs. Roslyn Jaffe
6 Kislev  Freidel bas Yoshuah obm
  Mother of Ms. Barbara Ann Taylor
6 Kislev  Yafa Milatin obm
  Grandmother of Mrs. Orly Alexander
6 Kislev  Rav David obm
  Father of Ms. Liv-Tiferet De Vitton

Mazal Tov to Mr. & Mrs. Shlamie and Ettie Mochkin on the birth of a daughter. 
May they raise her to Torah, Chupah and Ma’asim Tovim and have much 
nachas from her.

Mazal Tov to Mr. & Mrs. Morris and Lillian Tabicinic on the birth of a grandson, 
born to their children Debby and Danny Aqua. May they see him raised to 
Torah, Chupah and Ma’asim Tovim and have much nachas from him.

Mazal Tov

Condolences
Our heartfelt condolences go out to The Dorfman family on the passing 
of Rivkah bas Hildegard obm. May her dear soul be bound with the 
Eternal Bond of Life. May Hashem comfort the Dorfman family among 
the morners of Zion and Jerusalem.  
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Community Notice Board:
If you have a new or slightly used Shaitel that you 

would like to donate to The Shul Sisterhood

Please Contact 
Mrs. Devorah Failer 305.323.2410

Community Happenings
Sharing with your Shul Family

Thanks To Our Donors

Refuah Shleimah
If you have a health update on anyone listed please contact The Shul. We would like to keep 

the listing current and remove names of people who have recovered.

Mr. Victor Cohen
Dr. & Mrs. Brian Dooreck
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Englard
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Goldfarb
Mr. Chaim Shimon Goldstein
Mr. Sidney Gordon
Mr. & Mrs. Josh Greisman
Mr. & Mrs. Mendi Labkowski
Rabbi & Rebbetzin 
Sholom D. Lipskar
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Mamane
Mr. & Mrs. Jared Margolis
Mr. & Mrs. Alexander Matz

Mr. & Mrs. Sanford Musikar
Mr. & Mrs. Isser New
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Ohayon
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Osman
Dr. & Mrs. Alexander Rovt
Mr. & Mrs. David Schwartz
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Shainbaum
Mr. & Mrs. Yossi Sokol
Ms. Esther Vlosky
Rabbi & Mrs. Joel Waxman
Mr. & Mrs. Lenny Wolfe
Rabbi & Mrs. Aryeh Wuensch

MEN
Meyer Yankev ben Chaya Etel
Alexander ben Esther Raizel
Chaim Moshe ben Clara
Raphael Moshe ben Sarah
Moshe ben Zoila
Moshe Avraham ben Tziporah Riva
Chaim ben Pnina 
Gabriel ben Esther
Eber Avraham ben Fruma Esther
Shmuel ben Sarah Perl
Yosef ben Edwina
Avrohom ben Feigel
Mordechai David ben Esther Raizel
Yedidya Chaim Raphael ben Elana
Yehuda ben Chaya Sara
Shimon Yitzchak ben Leah Rochel
Roi ben Orly
Chaim Tzvi Hirsch ben Guttel

WOMEN
Chaya Miriam Yehudit bat Chava
Clara bat Corina
Shoshanna bat Rivkah
Leah Rochel bat Sarah
Miriam bat Risha Raizel
Dana Ella bas Devorah Hinde
Chana bas Shoshana
Ilana bas Shaina Rochel
Chava bas Elka Menucha
Chaya bas Rachel
Fayge bas Chaya
Miriam Leah bas Helen

Cheshvan Light & Power
We sincerely thank the following members and supporters of The Shul 

for donations received between 11/07/17 and 11/14/17
We apologize for any errors or omissions that we may have made.

Light & Power and Wine for Kiddush & Havdalah for
the month of Cheshvan is Kindly Sponsored by

Jackie Abraham, Abraham Cohen, Michael Davit
Dr. Samuel Davit, Maurice  Egozi, 

Dr. Richard Koffler, Dr. Raul Mitrani, 
Raphael Peretz, Eran Tobul, Jose Yankelevitch

Aharon Shlomo ben Rosa, 
Haim Daniel Shmuel ben Rosa

 “Those who establish Synagogues for prayer and those who come there to 
pray, those who provide lights for illumination, wine and grape juice for kiddush 
and havdalah, food for the wayfarers and charity for the needy, and all those who 
occupy themselves faithfully with communal affairs - may The Holy One, blessed 
be He, give them their reward, remove them from all sicknesses, heal their entire 
body, pardon all their sins, and send blessing and success to all their endeavors, 

together with all Israel their brethren; and let us say Amen.” Volunteers Needed
After every Kiddush and event, The Shul donates the 

left over food to organizations or families in need. 

We are looking for volunteers to help collect and 

wrap the food.

If  you would like to help please contact the 

Mashgiach, Mordechai Olesky after the Kiddush.

Community service hours will be awarded.

Learning with The Bochurim 
If  you are interested in having your child 

learn with one of our bochurim, 

or if  you would like to arrange 

a lunch and learn in your office, 

Please contact Rabbi Shaykee Farkash

farkashs@icloud.com
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A Time to Pray
Davening schedules and locations throughout the week

Evening Kolel Schedule - Monday and Thursday 8:45 -9:30 pm
Mon & Thurs 8:45 - 10:00 pm Evening Community Kolel Chavrusah

Daily Learning Schedule at The Shul
6:20 -7:05 am Torah Ohr Foundational Chassidic Discourse R’ Zalman Lipskar

8:10 am Daf Yomi R’ Dov Schochet
8:45 am (approx) Halacha Sephardic Custom R’ Shimshon Tzubeli
10:15 - 11:00 am Maamorim Maamor of the Rebbe R’ Shea Rubinstein

Daily Chumash & Tanya after every Minyan

Shacharis Minyanim (mon - Fri)
Main Minyan 7:05 7:30 9:00

Sephardic Minyan 8:00

Sunday Shacharis Minyanim
Main Minyan 8:00 am 9:00 am

Sephardic Minyan 9:00 am

Sunday Mincha /Maariv 
Minyanim

Main Minyan 5:20 pm

Late Maariv 10:00 pm

mincha  / Maariv Minyanim (mon - Thurs)
Main Minyan 2:00 pm Early Mincha 5:20 pm 10:00 pm

Sephardic Minyan 5:20 pm Following

Halachic Times
Based on times for November 22

Alot Hashachar / Dawn                    5:28 am
Earliest Talit & Tefillin                     6:00 am
Netz Hachamah / Sunrise                6:44 am
(Earliest Amidah)
Latest Shema                                    9:23 am
Zman Tfillah                                    10:17 am
Chatzot / Midday                            12:06 pm
Earliest Mincha                               12:34 pm
Plag HaMincha                                  4:25 pm
Shekiah / Sunset                               5:29 pm
(preferable latest time for Mincha)
Tzeit Hakochavim / Nightfall            5:54 pm
(Earliest preferable Ma’ariv)

Times taken from www.chabad.org
Please note that during the week times may 
vary by a minute or two. 

To our beloved Soldiers in the Israeli Defense Forces, 
courageously protecting and defending Eretz Yisroel.  We pray 

for you and all of the soldiers safety and well being daily.
Hinda Clara bas Chana Guenendel

Benyamin Aharon ben Jeniya Gila Rut
Jonathan ben Aliza Sher

Michael Shmuel ben Eliezer Eliyahu
Amir Herzel ben Dvora Dorry

Eitan Gabriel ben Karine Cecile

If anyone would like to send us the name of a soldier in the IDF 
we would love to add them. 
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Kiddush Bank
The Investment with a Guaranteed Return

Kiddush Bank 5777
Our very special thanks to the following Partners & Patrons whose contributions will help us to 

cover some of the costs of the un-sponsored Kiddushim and Farbrengens in the coming year.

Partners - annual contribution of $770: 

Mr. Arnold Lewis Cohen

Mr. & Mrs. Boruch and Yonit Duchman

Mr. Daniel Gielchinsky

Mr. & Mrs. Edward and Pauline Kopelman

Dr. & Mrs. Gene and Sandra Moteles

Mr. & Mrs. Temuri and Maya Nanikashvili

Rabbi & Mrs. Ezzy and Malka Rappaport

Ms. Engel Ramirez

Patrons - annual contribution of $360:

Mr. Bernard Werner

Mr. & Mrs. Nelson and Rochelle Berman

Mr. Mordechai Olesky

PLEASE BECOME A MEMBER OF OUR KIDDUSH 
BANK AND HELP MAKE SHABBOS AND YOM TOV 

BEAUTIFUL FOR THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY.

The  Shortfall for 5776 was over $13,500

Become a member of our 5777 Kiddush Bank
Please call the shul!
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Friday - Cheshvan 28
The concept of Divine Providence is this: 
Not only are all particular movements of the 
various creatures directed by Providence, and 
not only is that Providence itself the life-force 
and maintained existence of every creature - 
but even more, the particular movement of 
any creature is in general terms related to the 
grand design of Creation... The aggregate of 
all individual acts brings to completion G-d’s 
grand design in the mystery of all Creation.

Ponder this: If the swaying of a blade of grass 
is brought about by Divine Providence and is 
crucial to the fulfillment of the purpose of 
Creation, how much more so with regard to 
mankind in general, and Israel (the people 
close to him) in particular!

Shabbos - Cheshvan 29
We cannot adequately describe the great 
merit of those who participate in the sacred 
avoda of saying Tehillim with a minyan, and 
the great pleasure this avoda causes On 
High, as discussed in sacred texts and in very 
tiny part in Kuntres Takanat Amirat Tehillim 
B’rabim (Koveitz Michtavim).

How fortunate are you Israel, and for this may 
you all be blessed with proper health and with 
super-abundant livelihood - you, your wives, 
your sons and your daughters (G-d grant 
them eternal life.) In your merit may all the 
congregation of Israel in your communities 
be helped (among all our Jewish brethren) in 
all they need, materially and spiritually.

Sunday - Kislev 1
There were periods of time when R. Yekusiel 
Liepler, a chassid of the Alter Rebbe, davened 
Shacharit, Mincha and Maariv one right after 
the other; there was no time for intervals.

Monday - Kislev 2
My grandfather once explained in a maamar 
the statement, R. Elazar first gave a coin to a 
pauper and then davened: “Davening must be 
with life. By giving, before davening, charity 
to a pauper - thereby giving him life - one’s 
davening is suffused with a great increase of 
‘aliveness’.” So saying he motioned with his 
hand in an upwards gesture to indicate that 
the increase is beyond imagination. Indeed 
my father would often seek out a pauper 
before davening to give him food.

Tuesday - Kislev 3
One difference between the ways of the Baal 
Shem Tov and of the Maggid was that the 
Baal Shem Tov went on all sorts of journeys, 
while the Maggid stayed home.

Moreover, when the Maggid was Rebbe, 
Chassidus was already widely known, even 

in distant places, because of the extensive 
journeys of the Holy Society. Many average 
laymen had thus become devoted to 
Chassidus and used to make pilgrimages to 
Mezritch.

Wednesday - Kislev 4
With mayim acharonim, wash the fingertips 
and, while they are still moist, pass them over 
the lips.

Thursday - Kislev 5
“A ladder was standing on the ground.” 
Prayer is the ladder that connects souls 
and G-dhood. And although it stands “...
on the ground,” the start of davening being 
no more than acknowledgement, yet “its 
top reaches the Heavens” - a state of total 
bitul, self-nullification. But one reaches 
this level through the prior attainment of 
comprehension and understanding inherent 
in p’sukei d’zimra, in the b’rachot of sh’ma and 
in sh’ma proper.

Friday - Kislev 6
My father said that the reciting of sh’ma 
before retiring at night (p. 118-124) is, in 
miniature form, like the Confession before 
death. But then one leaves the marketplace 
permanently, and the commerce of “Today to 
perform them” is finished. With the Bedside 
Sh’ma every night, however, one is still in 
the middle of the “market” and can still 
accomplish and achieve.

Hayom Yom

In the winter of 1942, the sixth Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Yosef Y. Schneersohn, of righteous memory, gave 
his son- in-law, the future Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, of righteous memory, the task of 
compiling an anthology of Chasidic aphorisms and customs arranged according to the days of the year.

The calendar was entitled Hayom Yom. In describing this work Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak wrote: …”A book that is 
small in format…but bursting with pearls and diamonds of choicest quality.” “A splendid palace of Chasidism.” 

True to these words, Hayom Yom has become a beloved classic work and a source of daily spiritual sustenance.   

Inspiration, Insights & Ideas
Bringing Torah lessons to LIFE!
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The Greatest Joke
Why Was the First Jewish Boy 
Named “Laughter”?
By: Rabbi YY Jacobson

Two Sides to the Family 
A bar mitzvah boy, preparing his bar mitzvah 
speech, asked his mom about their ancestry. 
Mom spoke of her illustrious background, all the 
way back to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

“And where did they come from?”

“From Adam and Eve.”

“And they?”

“G-d created them.”

The boy wrote it down and then went to dad. 
“Where do we come from?” asks the boy.

“Ah, we come from the apes. After millions years 
of evolution we evolved into humans.”

The confused boy comes running back to his 
mom. “Mom, you said we come Adam, Eve and 
G-d. Dad says we come from the apes…”

“No contradiction here, son,” she said. “I was 
talking about my side of the family. He was 
talking about his side of the family.”

The Joking Couple
The weekly Torah portion, Toldos, records an 
episode whereby Isaac, traveling with his wife 
through the land of the Philistines, tells the 
locals that they are brother and sister. He is 
scared that if they knew he was her husband, 
they would kill him and take his beautiful wife. 
The trick works until the king of the Philistines, 
Abimelech, decides to take a peek into their 
lodgings. “Abimelech gazed down through the 
window,” says the Torah, “and saw—behold! Isaac 
was jesting with his wife Rebecca.” “Abimelech 
summoned Isaac and said, ‘She is your wife! 
How could you say, ‘She is my sister?’” Now, 
presumably it was not unheard of to joke with 
one’s sister. So how did Isaac’s jesting with 
Rebecca demonstrate that they were spouses, 
not siblings? Obviously then, the term “jesting” 
or “joking” employed here in the Bible is a 
euphemism for intimate relations, an activity 
not expected to take place between siblings, 
only between spouses. This deserves our 
investigation. Why is it that from the many other 

and clearer terms usually employed by the Bible 
to describe intimacy, here the Torah chooses 
to define the relationship between Isaac and 
Rebecca in terms of laughter and jest?

The truth is that this strange term captures 
the “secret ingredient” that fueled the Isaac-
Rebecca relationship which could have easily 
eroded. What component gave this marriage—
and can give each of our marriages—its oomph? 
Laughter.

Laughter and Oxen
In the year 1809, at the Shabbos prior to the 
wedding of a grandson, the great master, Rabbi 
Schnuer Zalman of Liadi (1745-1812), founder 
of the Chabad school of Chasidism, presented 
the answers to the above questions. What 
follows, are excerpts of the discourse, expressed 
in my own words.   The name Isaac in its original 
Hebrew, Yitzchak, means “laughter.” Indeed, 
Yitzchak was named so because his birth 
brought laughter and joy to his long barren 
mother, Sarah. Rebecca in its original Hebrew, 
Rivkah, is the name used to describe a “team 
of plowing oxen.” When beasts are tied and 
linked together to engage in productive work, 
this team of animals is called a “rivkah.”  How 
do the names Rivkah and Yitzchak meet? What 
is the connection between laughter and linked 
beasts?

Do You Know How to Laugh?
What is the cause of laughter? What makes 
people laugh most? What gives us our greatest 
chuckle? The answer is, reality defying itself; 
the merging of paradoxes. What makes the best 
joke? An unpredictable punch line. The joke-
narrative is leading in one direction, and then 
suddenly, the punch line catches you off guard, 
and you burst out laughing. This is also the skill 
employed by every comedian in his comedy 
routines.  What defines a sense of humor? 

The ability to look at conventional events in 
unconventional ways. The unpredictable, the 
unfamiliar, the abnormal—these phenomena 
strike the cord of laughter in our psyches. When 
you observe a child behaving like an adult—
you laugh. Conversely, when you see an adult 
behaving like a child, you giggle. Children are 
expected to behave like children and adults 
like adults; when they switch roles, laughter 
is born. When you hear a human being talking, 
you don’t even break a smile. When you listen 
to a parrot communicating verbally—a function 
not reserved for birds—you marvel in disbelief. 
Conversely, when you observe a bird standing 
on a high wire, you don’t bother to look again; 
however, when you behold a human being 
walking a tightrope, you gaze in astonishment.   
Imagine if the sun only rose once every 70 years? 
We would melt in ecstasy upon the tremendous 
sight. Now that the sun comes up each morning, 
we are apt to sleep through the sunrise.

The Greatest Joke
What is the greatest “joke” of all? What is the 
most surprising and unexpected phenomenon 
in the world?  Human transcendence. A person 
is naturally beastly and self-centered. Every act, 
thought, word and desire of man is motivated 
by the quest for self-preservation and self-
gratification. Selfishness, aggrandizement and 
egotism are inherent to our nature. Now, when 
this beastly human being says “no” to his or 
her nature for the sake of a higher truth, the 
person has created the greatest comedy of all 
time!  When an angel is spiritual and holy it is 
a most natural and predictable thing; a kind 
of dog-bites-man story. But when a human 
being—overwhelmed by endless materialistic 
and psychological stress and pulled down 
by the incessant demands of an inner beast—
subdues his nature, transcends his inclinations, 
and proclaims, “G-d is one,” this is a real man-
bites-dog story, an utter surprise that provides 
the Creator and history the deepest of delights.

The Purpose of Creation 
Why did a perfect G-d create an imperfect world? 
Why did a perfect G-d create a world at all? The 
answer is presented by Rabbi Schnuer Zalman 
of Liadi: G-d craved laughter. G-d’s perfection 
and holiness are predictable, static, fixed and 
natural. It is the holiness, the nobility and the 
idealism that emerges from a human heart that 
has G-d—and us—“in stitches” throughout the 
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spectacle we call history. The purpose of creation 
was not holy people doing holy things. It was, 
rather, unholy people doing holy things. We 
were created in order to generate the miracle of 
transformation: to take our material egotistical 
natures and sublimate them.  If you’re feeling 
like a self-centered beast, do not get depressed 
over the fact that you are unholy. At this very 
moment, if you subdue your beast and perform 
a holy act, you will give G-d His greatest laugh.

This is why the first child to be born a Jew was 
named Yitzchak, Isaac, meaning “he will laugh.” 
For this is the essence of Judaism: the belief that 
the human being can and needs to be holy. And 
that is the greatest joke ever told.

That is also why the name Yitzchak means “he 
will laugh,” in the future tense. Just as in the 
good joke, we only laugh at the conclusion of 
the joke when we get the full punch line, the 
same is with human life. Only at the end of 
history, when Moshiach comes, will be able to 
“get it,” and truly start laughing.* 

Synthesizing Two worlds
Isaac and Rebecca came from two diametrically 
opposed backgrounds: Isaac was born and raised 
by saintly parents, probably the most selfless 
people in the generation. Isaac himself agreed 
to become an offering for G-d. He was raised 
on the altar and, in a sense, he never left that 
altar. He knew not of corruption, deceit or even 
selfishness. Nothing but holiness enveloped 
him throughout his entire life. But the true 
joy in Isaac’s life sprung from Rebecca—a 
young woman raised in a morally depraved 
environment, in a family notorious for its 
lowliness and dishonesty, in a society of pagan 
promiscuity. Whether you believe in “nature” 
or “nurture,” Rebecca should have remained 
unrefined and animalistic. But little Rebecca had 
a tremendous sense of humor! She understood 
that the calling of man was to defy nature and 
to transform reality. Thus, Rebecca turned out 
to become, as the Midrash defines her, a “rose 
among thorns.” From a mere self-centered 
animal, she became a “Rivkah,” a soul linked to 
others in kindness and love, attempting to “plow” 
an earthly world and transform it into a Divine 
orchard.  Rebecca represents the human animal 
elevating itself from its natural quagmire to 
enter the living waters of life’s wellspring and 
sharing it this others, even those who are still 
in the level of an animal (a camel), which is how 
Abraham’s servant knew she was the suitable 
spouse for Isaac.

The Glue 
“Isaac was jesting with Rebecca his wife.” This 
was the secret of their marriage. Isaac and 
Rebecca, as the Bible relates, had plenty of 
arguments; some of these arguments had 
dramatic historical implications. But never did 
these differences of opinion manage to tear 
them apart. Never did Isaac and Rebecca lose 
their loyalty and trust to each other. Why? 
Because they never forgot that the purpose of 
life—and of marriage—was to laugh! To make 
the impossible a reality. To unite two people 
who by nature are likely to remain apart.

The same must be true in our marriages as well. 
When you are experiencing discord with your 
spouse, and predictably you are about to get 
into a fight, you must realize, that the purpose of 
marriage is laughter, making the unpredictable 
happen. “Naturally, we ought not to get into a 
quarrel; but let us surprise ourselves, let us find 
a way of transcending our natures, and make our 
relationship work.

And when you observe deficiencies in your 
spouse that require much work, instead of 
becoming frustrated and resentful, you ought 
to realize that it is precisely this pattern—a 
rose emerging from many thorns—that grants 
a marriage tremendous laughter and delight. 
Laughter is born only from transformation.  

The Tent and the Field
By Tali Loewenthal

Jewish teaching sees the life of the 
individual as expressing an inner struggle. 
One part of the person relates to Nature-

-untamed, uncontrolled, like natural forests 
and unclaimed fields. The other part has a 
Divine quality, expressing G-d Who created 
nature in order to make it His dwelling.

The untamed aspect is called the Natural 
Soul, or the Animal Soul. Sometimes the Sages 
describe it as the “Evil Desire.” The problem 
is that much of the time it does not appear 
as evil, just as free and unrestrained: natural. 
The Divine quality is known as the Divine 
Soul, the spark of G-d within the person. It is 
sometimes called simply the “Good Desire.”

These two forces within person, the Natural 
Soul and the Divine Soul, struggle together. 
Each soul tries to dominate the day-to-
day life of the individual: what one thinks 
about, what one says and above all what one 
actually does. But the Divine Soul is seeking 
not just to win the immediate battle. Its goal 
is to transform the Natural Soul, to tame it, to 
reveal its tremendous potential for good.

The relationship of these two dimensions in 
a person’s life is described in our parshah, in 
the account of Jacob and Esau. For everything 
related in the Torah is not only telling us 
our history, but also our spiritual psychology. 
Every event described in the Torah took place 
thousands of years ago, and is also repeated 
in some form within the life of each person.

Esau was born first. The Natural Soul has, as 
it were, the first claim on our consciousness. 
Our earliest needs relate to the needs of the 
Natural Soul and the body: food, physical 
comfort. Esau grew up to be a man of the 
field, a hunter.

The Torah tells us that when Jacob was born 
his hand was holding the heel of Esau. Jacob, 
the Divine Soul, is trying to transform Esau. 
Jacob grew up to be a man “who dwelt in 
tents.” The Sages tell us this expresses not 
just the concept of civilization, but of study. 
G-d reveals His Will and Wisdom through 
teachings, which today are expressed in 
thousands of volumes of explanations of the 
Torah. Our ancestor Jacob was a scholar, and 
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And his hand was holding on to Esau’s 
heel (Gen. 25:26)

Esau is symbolic of the animal soul 
and the yetzer hara (evil inclination); 
Jacob is symbolic of the G-dly soul and 
the yetzer tov (good inclination). The 
function of the G-dly soul is to perfect 
the physical body while guiding and 
correcting the animal soul, “holding 
on” as it directs it along the right 

path.

(Likutei Sichot)
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knowledge leads to action.

Isaac, the father of the two men, told his son 
Esau to go out to the field and hunt in order 
to prepare some tasty food. Their mother 
Rebecca told Jacob that this command 
concerns him: Jacob, rather than Esau, should 
bring the tasty food to Isaac. It was not 
enough for Jacob the scholar simply to dwell 
in the tent of Torah, studying. He has to get up 
and seek to change the world.

The effect of this attempt is that Jacob receives 
the blessing from Isaac: a beautiful blessing 
about the dew of heaven and the fullness of 
the earth. The Sages tell us that this blessing 
has a metaphorical meaning, expressing 
wisdom, and also a literal meaning: physical 
abundance. For the Jew does not have to 
renounce the world: his or her goal is to make 
the abundant and wholesome world into a 
dwelling for G-d.

The fulfillment of this goal will be with the 
coming of the Messiah, when both aspects of 
Isaac’s blessing will be realized: the physical 
abundance and comfort, and the knowledge 
of G-d which will fill the world.

  

Preparing Food for Shabbat

The Torah prohibits many types of labor on 
Shabbat. However, this prohibition only 
applies when the activity was initiated by 

a Jew on Shabbat. If one would begin a process 
before Shabbat which would cause one of 
these labors to happen on Shabbat it would 
be permitted. Therefore, while one cannot 
water trees on Shabbat, if one were to open a 
hose that would irrigate the trees throughout 
Shabbat it would be permitted. 

The sages in certain instances forbade activities 
even when they were started before Shabbat, 
out of the concern that it could lead to a Shabbat 
violation. One example of this is leaving food on 
a fire for Shabbat. While the Torah prohibition 
would only be to place the food on a fire during 
Shabbat, the sages were concerned that in some 
instances if the person is allowed to leave the 
food on the fire, they might stoke the coals thus 
leading to a desecration of Shabbat. 

The sages forbade leaving food on a fire (stove 
or oven) even on Friday unless certain conditions 
are met. The main concern is that the person 
wanting to hasten the cooking process might 
violate the laws of Shabbat. Therefore, if the 
food was already edible before Shabbat started, 
even if not fully cooked, the rabbis permitted 
leaving it on the fire. The logic being that if 
the food can already be eaten the person will 
not inadvertently stoke the fire to cook it faster. 
There is a debate when a food is considered 
edible, either when its a third or a half cooked, 
practically we are strict and require it to be at 
least half cooked. 

Another instance the sages permitted leaving 
food on a stove for Shabbat is if the stove was 
Gerufa or Ketuma. That means if the coals in the 
stove were swept out of the stove (even if not 
entirely) or they were covered with ashes, the 
sages allowed one to leave food on the stove 
from before Shabbat. The idea being, since the 
coals are covered or swept away the person will 
not come to mistakenly move them on Shabbat. 
Today we have what’s called a Blech, a metal 
sheet placed over a burner, which is similar to 
the ash over the coals. This reminds the person 
not to adjust the heat of the fire for it is Shabbat. 

If a person was cooking meat and they place it 
on the fire immediately before Shabbat, it is also 
permitted. In this case the sages felt the meat 
being raw will anyways not be ready before the 
next morning. Therefore, the person would gain 
nothing by stoking the fire. Thus even if it was 
not edible and the fire was not covered there 
is no concern that the person will inadvertently 
violate Shabbat. 

Fruit which can be consumed raw can also be 
left on a fire from before Shabbat for they are 
edible without being cooked. However, if one 
is heating water they must be certain that the 
water is at least half cooked before Shabbat or 
place the pot on a Blech. 

In a case that a person left food on an open fire, 
oven or stove top in a forbidden manner, if the 
food was not at least one third cooked before 
Shabbat the food cannot be used until after 
Shabbat. 

The sages similarly forbade certain types of 
insulation before Shabbat starts. If one covers 
the food in a pliable material which fully covers 
the pot the food is in, in a place where heat 
is being added it is forbidden. Therefore, one 
cannot wrap a pot in a silver foil and then place 
it in a place where there is a heat source (on a 
stove or in an oven). The concern here is that this 
would be similar to insulating an object in coals 
which again could lead to a Shabbat violation. 

One can insulate with a material that adds no 
heat so long as the pot is not in a place where 
heat is being added. On Shabbat, itself there are 
some cases where one cannot insulate a hot 
food, even if it was cooked and even if there is 
no heat being added. 

Shabbat is like the story of life. We cannot prepare 
our foods on Shabbat. We must take care of it on 
Friday, and only then can we have hot cooked 
meals on Shabbat. The same is true of all life, 
the world we live in is one big Friday, preparing 
for the ultimate Shabbat. Commensurate with 
the work we put in today will be the ultimate 
meal we have with the coming of Moshiach. 
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Halacha of The Week
By Rabbi Dov Schochet

Moshiach

Our Sages state, “Any generation in 
whose days the Holy Temple is not 
rebuilt, it is reckoned against that 
generation as if it was destroyed in 
its time!” (Yerushalmi, Yoma 1:1) 
It follows, then, that it is our duty 
to rid ourselves of the cause of the 
destruction (“Because they had 
forsaken My Torah...”-Jeremiah 9:12). 
The study of Torah has this effect, and 
will bring about the restoration of 
Jerusalem and the Holy Temple by the 
speedy coming of Moshiach. (Living 

With Moshiach)
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It Once Happened

Life in Czarist Russia wasn’t easy, but in 
spite of everything, the couple - Chasidim 
of Rabbi Shneur Zalman, founder of Chabad 

Chasidism - would have been very happy if only 
G-d had granted them a child.

They prayed for years and even made the 
long trip to the Rebbe for a blessing. Finally, 
their prayers bore fruit, and they became the 
parents of a charming little boy. Not only was 
he an attractive and appealing child; he was 
possessed of an intellect that was rare. He 
learned with true dedication, and his mind and 
soul delighted in every word of Torah he studied.

The boy soon outstripped all his teachers, and 
so he sat alone every day in his room at home 
studying and making great progress in his 
studies. His parents were as happy as could be.

One evening the father entered his son’s 
room and gazed down upon the page he was 
studying. To his shock and dismay, the boy was 
reading one of the books of the “Enlightenment” 
movement which disparaged Torah and Jewish 
tradition. Although his heart was racing, the 
father spoke to his son calmly, in a voice filled 
with warmth and love, “What are you reading, 
my son?” he asked.

“Father, don’t think that I’m reading this because 
I’m interested in their arguments. I just feel that 
I need to know how to refute them when they 
speak.” The father patted his son’s arm and said 
nothing.

The next time the father found his son reading 
similar literature, his rebuke was stronger. 
Little by little the parents noticed a change 
in their brilliant son. His behavior, his carriage 
and his dress all bespoke the influence of the 
“enlightened.” The words of his broken-hearted 
parents seemed to make no impression on the 
boy.

One day the boy entered the kitchen and made 
an announcement: “I’m going to the university 
in Berlin to study mathematics and science.” His 
parents were so shocked and broken that they 
could not utter a word.

When he arrived in Berlin, the boy was greeted as 

a wunderkind, so brightly did his intellect shine 
among the other students. He excelled in his 
studies, and after several years he had written 
two original treatises which were about to the 
published. In addition to all this distinction, he 
found a girl whom he wished to marry.

Suddenly, he remembered his aged-parents, 
and had an urge to obtain their blessing on his 
proposed marriage. He also wanted to show 
them his scholarly manuscripts and prove to 
them that he had indeed succeeded in his 
chosen endeavors, despite their disapproval.

But then he reflected: How could his parents, 
totally uneducated in secular ways, begin 
to fathom the depth of his brilliant studies? 
Suddenly he had an idea. He would stop in 
Liozhna on his way home. There he would show 
his manuscripts to the Rebbe, a man of great 
erudition who would certainly appreciate the 
depth and insight of his works. Then, his parents 
would hear about him from a source that was 
more familiar to their shtetl- world view.

The young man made his way to Liozhna and 
presented himself at the Rebbe’s court - an 
unusual sight in his moustache and Berlin 
garb. Reb Moshe Meizlish, a well-known Chasid, 
approached him, inquiring what the young man 
was seeking, but he replied that he wanted only 
a private audience with the Alter Rebbe. When 
the request was presented to the Rebbe, he 
agreed, and the young scholar was ushered into 
the Rebbe’s room.

He entered with his two manuscripts clutched 
tightly in his hands. The Rebbe and the young 
man were closeted in the study for several 
hours. The scholar finally left the room, his face 
flushed, his hands shaking. He still held the 
manuscripts, but paced nervously, looking at one 
and then the other. Then he took the papers and 
threw them into the fire in the central room.

Reb Moshe had been watching the whole 
scene, and now he approached the young man 
and asked him, “What happened in the Rebbe’s 
chamber?”

“I showed the Rebbe my manuscripts - scholarly 
concepts which I was on the verge of publishing. 
They had been very well received in Berlin. He 
looked at the first page of the first manuscript, 
made some notations, and quickly flipped 
through the remaining pages. Then he did 

the same with the second work. When he had 
finished, he looked up at me with his penetrating 
eyes and said, ‘Young man, your book is very 
well-written, except that it is fallacious, for your 
basic premises are wrong.’

“I was shocked to my core. I had spent years 
perfecting these works. All of my professors 
were highly impressed by them. I listened to 
the Rebbe, and then I started to argue my point 
of view. But I was forced to stop. For try though 
I may, I simply couldn’t refute his conclusions. 
I left the room completely embarrassed, and I 
continued turning over in my mind the Rebbe’s 
critique. I sorely wished to justify myself, but I 
realized that I simply couldn’t. That is when I 
threw my precious manuscripts into the fire.”

The young man remained in the court of 
the Alter Rebbe, who himself taught this 
extraordinary young man. Not too long after, the 
young man passed away. The Rebbe explained 
that his soul was an reincarnation of Rabbi 
Elazer ben Durdaya who had lived in the times 
of the Talmud. He had “committed every sin,” but 
had returned to G-d with all his heart. He had 
had several reincarnations, and this completed 
his repentance. His soul was prepared to enter 
the highest realms.
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Stories With Soul

Isaac had grown old and his eyesight 
was failing. (Gen. 27:1)

Rashi explained that Isaac’s eyesight 
was failing him so that Jacob could 
receive the blessing. In order to 
assure that Jacob would receive the 
blessing was it necessary for Isaac’s 
eyesight to fail him? Wouldn’t it have 
been “easier” for G-d to have revealed 
to Isaac that Esau was wicked 
and therefore undeserving of the 
blessing? However, G-d didn’t want to 
speak badly about Esau. If this is true 
concerning the wicked Esau, all the 
more must we be extremely careful 

not to gossip about or slander 
any Jew.
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My Bar Mitzvah in Abu Dhabi
My Bar Mitzvah was a 
commitment to accept life’s 
true messiness and to take 
responsibility for my own.
by Adam Valen Levinson 

Fresh from America in 2010, I was a 
program coordinator for New York 
University Abu Dhabi. My title meant 

nothing.

“I coordinate programs,” I’d explain to anyone 
who asked, a half-joke that left neither one of 
us more enlightened.

I’d never been anywhere in the Middle East, 
outside of family visits to Jerusalem and a 
two-week jaunt to Morocco. I had studied the 
worlds that might be unlocked by Arabic, but 
they had never been real.

And here I was, the guide to prospective 
faculty on tours to the refulgent Sheikh 
Zayed Grand Mosque, the world’s eighth 
largest. If it seemed like I knew anything, the 
American professors would ask, casually, “So, 
you’re Muslim?” And I’d tell them the truth, 
hoping they’d laugh. Mosque tours from the 
unbarmitzvahed Jewish boy.

Within weeks, I was restless. Within months, 
I was aimless. And then, in my first December 
in the Gulf, two men came to visit us bearing 
the unique scent of home in their scraggly 
beards. They both took off their baseball caps, 
and under them – yarmulkes.

Dressed and bearded to the nines of Hasidic 
custom, these two Chabad rabbis had come 
via Dubai from Brooklyn to light Hanukkah 
candles with relocated Jews on the fortieth 
floor of our brand new apartment building, 
where everyone I knew lived stacked on top 
of one another.

I hardly thought of myself as a Jew in this place. 
Jewish, sure, but I felt about my Jewishness 
the way you might feel about being left-
handed. To those who knew me, I was a white 
American. To those who didn’t and saw me in 
a suit, I lived somewhere in the spectrum of 
well-situated tan. But for tonight, I belonged 
to the Jews by dint of ancient nationality.

I didn’t know who had invited the orthodox 

rabbis to Sama, but I was for sure going to go. 
Not out of Jewishness, and not for the religious 
community that wasn’t mine, but because we 
were going to have a real Hanukkah shindig 
high above the mosques and down sweet 
Manischewitz above the tee-totaling deserts.

Rabbi Shuki and Rabbi Yisrael led the 
blessings, touching the shamash to five 
candles, now burning brightly with the 
green light from the minarets below. It was 
the fifth night of Hanukkah, nicknamed “the 
darkest night” for falling every year on the 
new moon. Although the lunisolar Hebrew 
calendar prevents it from ever falling on the 
Sabbath, the week’s most holy day, the fifth 
night is distinctly holy. The rabbis resolved 
the paradox: clearly, this day must need no 
help to get holier.

We all reflected in the polished tile under 
florescent lights. All around us, we perceived 
Gentile expatriatism and an image of Islam 
in low resolution. I felt the contrast not as a 
mark of oppression, but one of distinction: 
what made us run-of-the-mill deli patrons in 
New York now made us bakers of homemade 
bagels and fasters at unpredictable seasons. 
We were Jews! And with shared distinction 
comes a kind of solidarity, a kind of fort-like 
refuge. I didn’t want to build a moat – however 
much we welcomed each other in, I feared 
keeping the outside out. But with blessed 
juices flowing, chocolate coins clinking 
against the tile floor, and kids screaming at 
their dreidels, I slipped into the comfort of 
familiar things. For a moment, the impulse to 
do something quieted. The wandering urge 
slowed, and I began to feel attached.

It was a more Jewish gathering than I’d 
ever gone to in Pennsylvania, where we did 
lip service to the High Holidays and moved 
quickly on to the wine. This was my great-
grandfather’s territory, where Soviet identity 
cards considered “Jew” a nationality; for me, 
it was like I had come home to a home I’d 

never known.

I don’t always look “White” but I check it 
on boxes. And within the standard boxes, 
Jewishness conflates concepts of ethnicity 
(call it race) and religion, and even nationality 
in the straightforward sense; to the unfamiliar, 
“Jewish” and “Israeli” often substitute for one 
another (When did your family come from 
Israel?) – though none of the people who had 
ever made people who made me had ever 
lived there. But to tangle it all more, I had 
family in Israel now, and I felt close to them.

My identity, the part of it that defined me 
as different from the most accepted of 
mainstreams – male and white and connected 
and upwardly mobile – was a murky one. I 
couldn’t even tell if it was murky, if it made me 
different or if it just reinforced my sameness 
with The-Way-Things-Are.

Jewishness was the single thing about my 
biography, my heritage, that I was most aware 
was most objectively different. And I accepted 
that distance most readily, I think, because it 
was the thing that allowed me to make some 
variety of joke at the expense of (us) outsiders. 
And in that permission to mock one minority, 
the “inside” gave me its blessing: to declare 
myself and to be also “outside”. And yet, to the 
degree that my outsider status had ever been 
felt – it had been felt most in memory.

In the suburbs of Philadelphia, in New York, 
I was not forced outside for that thing that 
made me different. Those memories were 
older: my grandfather threatened in a 
Pennsylvania coal mining town for being of 
the tribe that killed Jesus. That was what I 
remembered, though I’d never seen it: him 
running.

My difference was not in what I had chosen 
to be, but in what I inherited. It meant my 
identity, as a thing that distinguished me 
from others, depended on a life older than 
mine. And in that way, lightly, I felt very old.

As with any Jewish gathering – there were 
these bits of back and forth, of bargaining. 
Existential questions writ tiny, little requests 
standing in for something giant.

“Have you ever put on tefillin before?” Rabbi 
Shuki asked. I waffled – I couldn’t remember 
what that was exactly. He explained: tefillin 
are boxes containing bits of scripture that 

Inspiration, Insights & Ideas
Bringing Torah lessons to LIFE!

Recently In The News
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very observant Jews may wear on the arm and 
head during morning prayers, known also as 
“phylacteries.” It sounded like a kind of nosy 
dinosaur you’d meet at the pharmacy. I wasn’t 
sold.

“Uhh, I don’t think so. I was never Bar 
Mitzvahed.” Sheepish, I told him how my 
parents had offered me the choice when I 
was seven or eight to go to Hebrew School 
and prepare for a Bar Mitzvah. It wasn’t a big 
deal to them and seeing my Jewish friends 
complaining and missing hours of playtime 
on Wednesdays and Sundays, it wasn’t a big 
deal to me either. It had always just seemed 
like a bad investment.

“Come join us tomorrow morning – it will be 
your Bar Mitzvah.”

It was all so fast. These were the guys I’d 
always given a berth wider than earshot on 
the Columbia campus or on subway platforms 
for fear of joining a Jewish cult or missing The 
Office. But in Abu Dhabi, I felt I could listen.

I had always defined my Judaism with terms 
of exclusion: I’m Jewish but, though, not, I 
don’t.... It was easier that way, to reject the 
uncertain territory I had never trod, and 
to have an excuse ready for my inaction or 
ignorance. The rabbis asked me to forfeit one 
of my most prime excuses.

“I... I have to be at work tomorrow,” I explained.
“We’ll do it beforehand – plus, isn’t that your 
boss?” The provost was sipping Manischewitz 
by the window.

Could I really change my identity as an 
unbarmitzvahed Jew that quickly? So efficient 
and convenient to my work schedule? Wasn’t 
religion supposed to be difficult?

But it wasn’t really religion. For me, it was a 
tradition all its own, with roots in a place I 
recognized but didn’t know. This was some 

descendant of a rite that someone with my 
nose might have performed five millennia 
ago – not in words, not even in faith, but in 
some kindred sense of conviction.

And Yisrael then, perhaps unknowingly, made 
the perfect appeal to the absurd. “Where else,” 
said Yisrael, “if not in Abu Dhabi?”

Touché, rabbi.

I might have seen the lights atop the minaret 
wink.

The next morning, already late for work at 
9:30, I ascended to the apartment the rabbis 
been given for the night. Shuki answered 
the door, welcoming me in to an apartment 
strewn with tchotchkes no longer common on 
the Arabian Peninsula.

Yisrael handed me a skullcap. He lifted the 
tefillin and wrapped the leather strap of the 
shel rosh around my forehead, the shel yad 
round and round my left arm, down to my 
palm and several times around my middle 
finger. Each held a box filled with unknown 
words – one pressed against the head, the 
other wedged against the heart.

I held a page-long prayer, written in English. 
“God understands all languages,” said Shuki.

Sacrilege! I imagined the whispers of the 
orthodox turning sour. But Yisrael and Shuki 
smiled at me as I read, and they were staunch 
defenders of the orthodoxy. Still, I feared the 
unknown others who would have found me 
an immensely unsuitable candidate for this 
procedure.

By the Book, though, I was already a bar 
mitzvah. A Jewish boy automatically becomes 
a “son of the commandment,” rite or no, at 
the moment of his thirteenth birthday. But 
to be bar mitzvahed meant, to me, something 
else. To partake in the ceremony is to accept 
the responsibilities of adulthood, to make a 
sanctified promise to follow new rules.

I wouldn’t make the promises – not by the 
standard rulebook at least – but I could try to 
make good on small resolutions. Fear would 
no longer excuse a lack of action or the lazy 
comfort of simple assumptions. If I’ve become 
a man, I said, accepting the celebratory 

Mekupelet chocolates Yisrael brought from 
Israel, I’ll try to do the same.

Looking out at decades of Islamic architecture 
and a cityscape adorned with mosque domes 
and enormous pictures of the founding 
sheikhs, I performed the Jewish liturgical 
version of a Las Vegas Wedding. An hour late 
for work, and with a regional revolution just 
around the corner, what would it mean to 
make the lifelong commitment to adulthood?

Looking back, what first attracted to the 
Middle East was of a kind of childish 
reasoning: my parents, my community, my 
country said: don’t go. Like a true teenager, I 
said: watch me!

But when I accepted the rabbis’ absurd offer 
for an Abu Dhabi Bar Mitzvah, I was asking 
myself to acknowledge the responsibilities 
of adulthood – to making choices rooted in 
something more than childish rebellion. I was 
neither my parents, nor their opposite. That, I 
think, is the way of childhood best left behind.

I was in this part of the world (as expats 
always called it) to see what it was really like. 
If I was only there because my parents told 
me not to, I’d never be able to engage with 
actual life in the modern Middle East – I’d 
see everything good as a reflection of my 
parents’ ignorance and my own bravery, and 
everything bad as an exception to a rule.

My Bar Mitzvah was a commitment to accept 
life’s true messiness and to take responsibility 
for my own. And where else, if not Abu Dhabi.

Inspiration, Insights & Ideas
Bringing Torah lessons to LIFE!
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Meyer Youth Center
The full scoop on all the Youth events and classes



18

Meyer Youth Center
The full scoop on all the Youth events and classes
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Sponsored by Rabbi Ezzy & Malka Rappaport   
& 

In honor of the Salzhauer  family 

Meyer Youth Center
The full scoop on all the Youth events and classes



20

Get the Picture
The full scoop on all the great events and classes around town
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LOCATION FEE

WHEN MORE INFO/

REGISTER

Six fascinating eras in Jewish history, teeming with gripping 
narrative, intellectual tension, and fierce debate about the most 
foundational Jewish beliefs.

An extraordinary new series that challenges everything we think,  
everything we know, and everything we believe about Judaism.

GREAT DEBATES
JEWISH HISTORY

A new six-week course by the Rohr Jewish Learning Institute

GREAT DEBATES
JEWISH HISTORY

DEAD SEA SCROLLS  !  MASADA  !  MAIMONIDES  !  SEMIKHAH  !  CHASSIDISM  !  PUBLIC MENORAHS 

ב”ה

Six Wednesday Eve-
nings
Beginning Nov 1

The Shul
9540 Collins Ave
Surfside, Fl 33154

Please call: 305.868.1411 or 
Email:  dschochet@theshul.

$79 (textbook included)
Couplese discount $135
Scholarships available upon 

With Rabbi Dov Schochet

Get the Picture
The full scoop on all the great events and classes around town
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Get the Picture
The full scoop on all the great events and classes around town

Connecting Earth 
To Heaven 

           Preplanning                         
                         provides peace of mind 

 
The Shul Beis HaChayim Section 

at Mt. Sinai 
 
In Jewish tradition, purchasing a plot in a 
traditional Jewish burial place is a conduit 
(segulah) for longevity!   
 
The Shul has recently purchased its own 
section in the Mount Sinai Cemetery,  
located on 135th Street, just 15 minutes  
from  The Shul.  
 
 
There are just over 100 plots available  
in the current section.  Plots are  
competitively priced at market rate.   
 
If you would like to  
discuss purchasing  
a plot for yourself  
or a loved one,  
please contact The Shul . 

Advantages 
 

Support and Assistance  
with all funeral arrangements 

 
Exclusively Jewish Cemetery  

 
Proximity to The Shul 

 
Remain close to loved ones  

and The Shul Community 
 

Pre-reserve perimeter  
lots for Kohanim 

 
Dignity and equality  

with uniform monuments  
 

Limestone  grounds require  
no concrete liners or lids 

 
Pre-register burial wishes  

to ensure  burials are in  
accordance with  

Jewish Law 
 

Any income realized will  
fund the educational and  

burial needs of the less  
fortunate in the community 

For further information call  

(305) 868-1411 
www.TheShul.org 

 

 

 Chevra Kadisha הב 
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Get the Picture
The full scoop on all the great events and classes around town

Bringing Jewish schools, families and community together for safer, stronger and  
more affordable Jewish schools.
For more information email teachflorida@ou.org or call 954.406.6336.

You can do something about the

Member Schools
Beth Emet Elementary School
Brauser Maimonides Academy

Hadar High School for Girls

Katz Hillel Day School of Boca Raton
Katz Yeshiva High School

Rabbi Alexander S. Gross Hebrew Academy

Torah Academy of Boca Raton
Yeshiva Elementary School

Yeshiva Toras Chaim Toras Emes

Lavan Catering and Events | 3861 Stirling Road | Hollywood, FL 33312
9:00 AM–10:30 AM

Executive Committee: 
Dr. Allan Jacob | Daniel Adler | Steven Jacoby | Mimi Jankovits

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2017SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2017

SECURITY & TUITION CRISISSECURITY & TUITION CRISIS
Meet your elected officials at a

LEGISLATIVE BREAKFAST
Show your support for $20 million in state funding for our schools

RSVP at www.teachadvocacy.org/florida/breakfast/
$18 Suggested Donation  |  $180 Host Committee  |  $1,000 Event Sponsor

Event Sponsors 
Phil and Lisa Baratz

Carol Lasek and Howard Bienenfeld
Jonathan and Jennifer Chames

Dr. Marc and Vivian Hammerman  
& Elliot and Elysha Shainberg

Mark and Barbara Herskowitz
Dr. David and Sharona Kay

Phil and Jen Landau
Michael and Jill Rose

Platinum Sponsors
Daniel and Liora Adler Dr. Allan and Sandy Jacob Steven and Sarah Jacoby

Host Committee
Dr. Jay and Ellen Adler

Tobi Ash 
Dr. Avi and Judy Baitner

Dror and Avivit Ben-Aharon
Marc and Lori Ben-Ezra

Dr. Joel and Lauren Berley
Dr. William and Batzi Berman 

Gary and Sandy Bloom
Joel and Liz Brauser
Will and Jen Coane 

Donny and Freyda Cohen
Jason and Jennifer Eichenholz

Menashe and Jamie Frank
Dr. Stan and Marla Frohlinger 

Ben J. and Dorit Genet
Dr. David and Monica Genet 

Glen and Rosa Golish
Stuart and Penny Harris 
Reuven and Iris Herssein

Dr. Jamie and Heather Hoffman
Martin and Marcy Hoffman
Dr. Lev and Raya Kandinov

Dr. David and Susana Kenigsberg
Drs. Steven and Lauren Kimmel

Dr. David and Joan Kornbluth 
Avi and Orah Lasko

Josh and Andrea Leibowitz
Dr. Sheldon and Lynda Levin
Noah and Rachelle Lewinger
Drs. Dov and Debra Linzer

Dr. Alex and Aliza Markovich
Dr. Jay and Michelle Mendelsohn

Avi and Debra Naider
Sidney and Shelley Newman 
Steven and Martine Newman

Ari and Cheryl Pearl

Adam and Perla Pollack
David and Myriam Prager

Dr. Joshua and Tammie Purow
Myra Shulkes

Adam and Denise Snow
Andrew and Samantha Sossin

Maish and Tziviah Staiman
Myron and Deborah Stayman
Dr. Jason and Marilyn Tache
Josh and Sharona Whisler

Dr. Steven and Randi Zombek
Brett and Robin Zuckerman

Event Chairs 
Carol Lasek Bienenfeld | Susana Kenigsberg 
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Construction Updates
 Keeping you up to date on our exciting progress

While we are building we ask for your patience and  understanding and we will do our best to keep you  informed. We 

apologize for any inconvenience these  “growing pains” may cause.

DUE TO CONSTRUCTION THE SHUL GARAGE WILL BE 
CLOSED DURING THE HOURS OF 

7AM - 4PM EVERY DAY
PARKING DURING THESE HOURS IS FOR TEACHING 

STAFF AND SHUL EMPLOYEES ONLY

If you are a Surfside resident, we encourage you to obtain a Surfside parking permit. A 
link with the information is below:

http://www.townofsurfsidefl.gov/Pages/SurfsideFL_Parking/2016-2017-parking-per-
mit-form.pdf

Please visit: www.TheShul.org/newbuilding for updates
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In A Woman’s World
Issues of relevance to the Jewish Woman

Women’s Mikvah:
Please call Mrs. Devorah Failer for an 

appointment: 305-866 1492 or 
305-323-2410

Please Note: Shabbos & Yom Tov visits must be Prepaid

The Shul Sisterhood
 

Who we are...
The Shul Sisterhood organizes all of The Shul’s programming 
and classes geared toward women in the community. Our 
objective is to bring women of all ages and backgrounds 
together to learn, laugh, experience, and rejuvenate their mind, 

body and soul. Meet new friends,
relax and get inspired!

  If you would like to be a part of The Shul Sisterhood, 
please call 305. 868.1411

Monday
Women’s Study Group  Rebbetzin Chani Lipskar        8:30 - 10:00  pm
At the home of : Please call The Shul for details

Tuesday
Prayer Class  Rebbetzin Chani Lipskar                       9:15 - 10:15  am
1111 Kane Concourse Suite 618     

Tanya Class In Spanish Mrs. Vivian Perez                   10:45  -  12:00  pm
198 Park Drive, Bal Harbour Village

Wednesday
Morning Torah Class      Rebbetzin Chani Lipskar    10:00  - 11:00 am
The weekly portion - Women’s Perspective
Haime Library

Tanya Class in English   Mrs. Vivian Perez                1:15  -  2:50  pm
198 Park Drive, Bal Harbour Village

Thursday 

Women’s Tanya Class – Spanish – Mrs. Vivian Perez

Call Vivian for details – 305.213.3202

WEEKLY CLASSES
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Un héritage de rire
L’histoire de l’homme? Un voyage 
de Toledot en Toledot...
Adapté des enseignements du Rabbi de 
Loubavitch

Abraham nomma le fils... que Sarah lui 
avait donné, Isaac (« rire »). Et Sarah dit 
: « D.ieu a fait pour moi du rire ; tous 

ceux qui l’entendront riront pour moi. »

(Genèse 21, 3-6)

Alors nos bouches seront remplies de rire et 
nos langues de chant.

(Psaumes 126, 2)

La Torah se divise en 54 Parachas (« sections 
» ou « portions ») dont chacune est étudiée 
et publiquement lue à la synagogue, une 
semaine de l’année. Chaque Paracha possède 
un nom dérivé de ses versets d’ouverture. 
Mais rien ne détermine quel est le ou les 
mots choisis pour l’identifier. Pour donner 
un exemple, les sections commençant par les 
mots « et Kora’h prit... » et « et Balak vit... » 
sont respectivement dénommées Kora’h et 
Balak  Mais la section débutant par « et Jacob 
sortit... » est appelée Vayétsé (« et il sortit ») et 
celle qui s’ouvre sur « et Judah s’approcha de 
lui... » est appelée Vayigach (« et il s’approcha 
») et non Jacob et Judah.

Les Maîtres ‘hassidiques expliquent que le 
nom de chaque Paracha renferme une leçon 
qui est liée au thème majeur de la section 
et acquiert une signification éternelle pour 
chaque génération. Ainsi chaque Paracha 
reçoit le nom le plus approprié et le plus 
significatif pour notre vie.

La Paracha de cette semaine : Toledot (« les 
chroniques » ou « la progéniture ») prend son 
nom des mots qui l’amorcent : « et voici les 
chroniques d’Isaac ». Mais il y a cinq semaines, 
nous avons lu une Paracha qui commençait 
par « et voici les chroniques de Noé » et cette 
section était intitulée : Noa’h (« Noé »). Bien 
sûr, le même nom ne pouvait être donné à 
deux reprises. Mais si le choix de Toledot ne 
se situait que par rapport au premier mot 
adéquat dans le verset qui ouvre la Paracha, 
on aurait dû s’attendre à ce que la section 

Noa’h soit appelée Toledot et notre section, 
pour la distinguer, aurait dû être appelée 
Its’hak. Il est donc évident que quelque 
chose dans les chroniques de Isaac en fait 
une source plus adéquate pour nommer la 
Paracha Toledot que celle de Noa’h.

Le commencement et la fin
Car Toledot n’est pas un simple nom : c’est un 
mot qui embrasse le cosmos, qui s’étend tout 
au long du cours de l’histoire et qui décrit 
notre but dans la vie. Après avoir relaté la 
création du monde par D.ieu en six jours et 
Sa désignation d’un septième jour de repos, 
la Torah commence l’histoire de l’homme par 
les mots : « Voici les Toledot du ciel et de la 
terre à leur création... ».

Dix-huit livres et trois mille ans plus tard, la 
Torah conclut le livre de Ruth par les versets 
suivants :

« Et voici les Toledot de Pérets : Pérets 
engendra ‘Hetsron, ‘Hetsron engendra Ram, 
Ram engendra Aminadav, Aminadav engendra 
Na’hshon, Na’hshon engendra Salmah, Salmah 
engendra Boaz, Boaz engendra Oved, Oved 
engendra Yichaï, et Yichaï engendra David ».

Le Midrach explique :
Le mot Toledot apparaît partout dans la Torah 
avec une orthographe déficiente (c’est-à-dire 
qu’il y manque la lettre vav), à l’exception de 
deux occurrences : « voici les chroniques de 
Pérets » et « voici les chroniques du ciel et de 
la terre à leur création ». Pourquoi dans les 
autres cas manque-t-il le vav ? À cause des 
six (vav) choses prises à Adam : sa luminosité, 
sa vie, sa stature, le fruit de la terre, le 
fruit des arbres et les luminaires... Car bien 
que le monde fût créé parfait, ces choses 
furent endommagées par le péché d’Adam, 
et ne seront restaurées qu’avec la venue de 
Machia’h, le descendant de Pérets.

L’histoire de l’homme est un voyage de 
Toledot en Toledot, du monde parfait que 
D.ieu créa, à la perfection restaurée avec l’ère 
de Machia’h. Comme le déclare Rachi en des 
termes simples : « Les Toledot des justes sont 
leurs bonnes actions ».

Noé et Isaac
Les accomplissements de l’homme 

apparaissent sous deux formes : « les 
chroniques de Noé » et « les chroniques 
d’Isaac ».

Le nom hébraïque de Noé, « Noa’h », signifie 
« tranquillité ». Celui d’Isaac, « Its’hak », 
signifie « rire ». Nombreux sont ceux qui 
rêvent de tranquillité et consacrent leur vie à 
transformer le chaos et la lutte qui définissent 
notre existence présente en un monde 
tranquille. De fait, « la Torah fut donnée pour 
faire la paix dans le monde », pour unir ses 
forces et ses aspirations diverses en un reflet 
harmonieux de la perfection de son Créateur.

Mais on aurait put également soutenir que 
l’existence la plus tranquille est la non-
existence ; que si le but de la création était 
la tranquillité, ce but aurait également (ou 
mieux) été atteint en ne créant pas le monde. 
Rien d’étonnant, alors, que si peu de gens se 
satisfassent durablement de la tranquillité. 
Nous attendons plus de la vie que la simple 
absence de discorde. Nous voulons la joie ; 
nous voulons du rire dans notre vie.

C’est en cela que réside le but ultime de la 
création : faire du monde une source de joie 
pour D.ieu et pour l’homme.

Ainsi, s’il doit y avoir une section de la Torah 
appelée « Toledot », il s’agit des Toledot 
d’Isaac plutôt que celles de Noé. S’il existe 
une « chronique » qui retrace la sagade 
l’homme et une « progéniture » qui résume 
les fruits de son labeur, c’est une chronique 
de joie et une progéniture de rire.

Basé sur un discours du Rabbi de Loubavitch,
Chabbat parachat Toledot 5744 (1983)

French Connection
Reflexions sur la Paracha

Vivre avec la paracha

Thursdays at 12.00 in the Haime Library
Classes alternate between the following teachers:

Dr. Hanna Barouk
Rabbi Amar

Rabbi Frankforter
Rabbi Gansburg

FOR WOMEN ONLY

Classes
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Diferentes pero identicos
Si Itzjak es “hijo de Abraham”, ¿es 
necesario recalcar que “Abraham 
había engendrado a Itzjak”?
Por Moshe Bryski

La porción de la Torá de esta semana, Toldot, 
nos presenta a la familia patriarcal de 
Itzjak, hijo de Abraham, que dice: “Y esta 

es la descendencia de Itzjak, hijo de Abraham. 
Abraham había engendrado a Itzjak”. Visto 
que no podemos considerar que la Torá es 
redundante, este versículo inicial plantea la 
siguiente pregunta: Una vez que se nos ha dicho 
que Itzjak es “hijo de Abraham”, ¿es necesario 
recalcar que “Abraham había engendrado a 
Itzjak”?

El midrash explica que dicha aseveración 
sirve como testimonio divino de que Itzjak era 
el hijo biológico de Abraham. Que en virtud 
de los rumores que circulaban en los que se 
aseguraba que Itzjak había sido engendrado por 
el rey filisteo Abimelej, Di-s le había dado una 
apariencia física similar a la de Abraham para 
que el mundo no tuviera dudas de que “Abraham 
había engendrado a Itzjak”.

Otro comentario del midrash que desarrolla 
este tema nos dice que ese parecido físico entre 
Abraham e Itzjak era un reflejo de su parecido 
espiritual: sus méritos, sus nobles búsquedas, 
incluso el ADN espiritual de padre e hijo eran 
completamente idénticos.

Sin embargo, esta declaración de similitud 
espiritual  sin mencionar el parecido físico  es 
bastante curiosa.

Se nos dice que la principal forma de servicio de 
Abraham es por medio de su misericordia (jesed). 
Esto se demuestra en reiteradas oportunidades 
por medio de sus incesantes actos de 
hospitalidad, compasión y benevolencia. Él abría 
la puerta de su hogar a los viajeros hambrientos 
y se acercaba a otros para enseñarles con 
ternura, paciencia y sensibilidad.

Itzjak, por su parte, se vinculaba por medio de 
la severidad y la moderación (gevurá). Era una 
persona mucho más exigente. Esto se refleja en 
su desafiante e implacable actividad de cavar 
pozos. Incluso, cuando sus enemigos seguían 
tapándolos y destruyéndolos, Itzjak retiraba 

las piedras y la suciedad para descubrir las 
aguas que se encontraban debajo. Con fuerza y 
determinación, quitaba la shmutz, la maldad y 
la falsedad que se encontraban en la superficie, 
para destapar los reservorios de bondad y 
verdad enterrados.

De hecho, todo lo que sabemos sobre Abraham e 
Itzjak parece querer demostrarnos que eran muy 
diferentes. Que si alguna vez hubo un padre y 
un hijo tan distintos entre sí, ese es el caso de 
estas dos personalidades tan individualizadas. 
Sin embargo, el midrash afirma que, de hecho, 
Abraham e Itzjak se parecían en todo sentido.

En esta paradoja ubicada en el corazón de la 
familia de Israel, yace la verdadera belleza de 
nuestro pueblo. Situaciones diferentes requieren 
soluciones diferentes. En los días de Abraham, 
en los que no había conciencia de la presencia 
divina, el mundo necesitaba de alguien con su 
personalidad. En los tiempos de Itzjak, cuando 
la hostilidad estaba acechando a la vuelta de la 
esquina, el mundo necesitaba de alguien con la 
personalidad de Itzjak.

A pesar de esto, ambos individuos, quienes 
asumieron con firmeza las diferentes misiones 
que les tocaron con distintos métodos y 
características, son considerados idénticos en 
espíritu (y en esencia) porque su objetivo final 
era el mismo. Sus principios, valores y devoción 
hacia Di-s eran exactamente iguales. Abrieron 
caminos diferentes, pero ambos caminos 
llevaban al mismo destino: construir un entorno 
más santo y moral donde vivir.

El gran maestro jasídico, Reb Zushe de Hanipoli, 
una vez, señaló que, cuando pensaba en la 
pregunta que lo aguardaba al final de sus días 
en la tierra, no temía que le preguntaran: “Zushe, 
¿por qué no alcanzaste la grandeza de Abraham, 
de Moshé o del Rey David? Este interrogante no 
lo preocupaba. Lo que verdaderamente temía 
era que le preguntaran: “Zushe, ¿por qué no 
alcanzaste la grandeza de Zushe?”

Cada uno debe explotar al máximo su propio 
potencial, ni más ni menos.

El judaísmo y el estilo de vida de la Torá 
celebran la individualidad. Cada uno está dotado 
de sus propios talentos, pasiones y formas de 
expresarse. En lo que respecta al carácter y a la 
personalidad, no existen dos personas iguales. 

Esta es la forma en que fuimos creados por Di-s, 
ya que solo podemos comprender su verdadera 
intención en la creación de este mundo por 
medio de las diversas expresiones de las 
multitudes que él creó.

Todos y cada uno de los judíos  hombre, mujer, 
niño  toca un instrumento diferente y especial 
en esta sinfonía que es el judaísmo. Dentro del 
contexto y el marco de la halajá y la tradición, 
existen infinitas maneras y modelos de servir 
al Todopoderoso. Desde lo intelectual hasta 
lo emocional, desde lo ritual hasta lo artístico, 
cada uno es llamado a experimentar todos los 
acercamientos, incluso, si brillamos en un área 
más que en otras. Lo que inspira, estimula e 
intriga a algunos puede no hacerlo a otros. 
Sin embargo, en la cima de todo, se encuentra 
ese lugar en el que todos somos y debemos 
mantenernos idénticos. La verdadera similitud 
entre todos los hijos de Abraham, Itzjak y 
Iaacob yace en los objetivos esenciales de vivir 
y desarrollarse según los principios de nuestra 
sagrada Torá.

Dejemos que cada instrumento de la orquesta 
contribuya con su sonido y su ritmo especial. No 
obstante, asegurémonos de estar todos tocando 
la misma melodía, guiados por el único Director 
de orquesta que existe, para que en vez de ser 
una cacofonía de sonidos disonantes, podamos 
producir una hermosa sinfonía de armoniosa 
diversidad.

Latin Link
Reflexion Semanal

Parasha de la Semana

Clases y Eventos
Porcion Semenal

Rabbi Shea Rubinstein
Lunes 8:45 pm - 9:45 pm

Orden de rezos diarios y su significado mistico 

(Para Mujeras)
Sra. Vivian Perez

Martes 10:45 am - 12:00 pm
Miércoles:  1:15pm - 2:50 pm
Jueves: 11:00 am - 12:00 pm

198 Park Dr. Bal Harbour
Por favor llamar al 305.213.3202

para confirmar

Kolel Espanol
Rabbi Shlomi Halsband

Miercoles 8:30 - 10:00 pm
Domingo 8:30 - 10:00 pm



30

The Aleph Institute
Serving Jews in institutional and limited environments

To contribute to The Aleph Institute’s programs, or to volunteer your time, please call 305.864.5553 www.alephinstitute.org
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Networking
Effective Advertising

PAID ADVERTISEMEnTS DO NOT CONSTITUTE ENDORSEMENTS BY ANY RABBIS OR THE SHUL. THE SHUL RESERVES THE RIGHT TO ACCEPT OR REjECT ANY AD SUBMITTED.

PLEASE READ ONLY 
AFTER SHABBOS

Sarah Sheridan

Global Real Estate Advisor

ONE I Sotheby’s International 
Realty

305-527-6888

SSheridan@OneSothebysrealty.com

www.SarahSheridan.com

Silvia Olivera

Global Real Estate Advisor

One Sotheby’s International 
Realty

  :786-303-0262

  Silviamolivera@gmail.com

  www.SilviaOlivera.com

Bal Harbour:
The Palace Bal Harbour - 3 Bedroom 3.5 Bath Direct Ocean front Ocean facing view. 3690 sq feet, Private elevator, huge closets and 
Cabana.  Lowest East facing unit in the Building Newly reduced to $3,850,000  
The Balmoral - 2 Bedroom 2.5 Bath 1983 sq foot direct south east ocean view.  A corner B line unit. $2.3M
Unit 17W, 1688 sq foot South facing line in good condition and water views. $1,189,000
Unit 19T- 2 Bedroom 2 Bath 1388 sq ft condo, NE exposure with water views from the balcony, all remodeled. $950K
Bal Harbour 101- Unit 1009, a SW 3300 sq foot corner unit at the newly renovated building. Least expensive corner unit now listed 
at $1,975,000
Unit 207 for Rent - 2 Bedroom 3 Bath. 2525 sq feet, South exposure-$4400/month. Annual leases only
Bay Harbor Islands:
1361 96th Street - 10,000 sq ft Single Family Lot ready to be built. Comes with approved plans. Drastically reduced to 
$899,000.00
101 Residences - New 4 bedroom 3 Bath 2300+ sq ft Townhomes in gated community, with summer kitchens and 
jacuzzis. Only 3 left.Occupancy October 2017. Priced under 1M
Surfside:
Champlain North- Large 3rd floor 2367 sq ft ocean view unit. Excellent condition, new baths, lighting and more. 
Priced at $1,350,000
Champlain Towers - 8855 Collins Unit 4J- 3 Bedroom 2.5 Bath Direct Ocean view unit for Seasonal Rental- $6200/month
Aventura:
One Island Place- Large 2/2.5 with endless water views. All updated. New floors, kitchen, bathroom. Full service building with pri-
vate elevator. New;y priced at $669K! A great deal.

Breathtaking 2/2 unit on the 4th floor at Marbella (9341 Collins) 

Completely renovated - all brand new. 

Partially furnished, if  desired. 

Beachfront with ocean views, wood floors, impact windows, marble kitchen, and built-

ins. $3800 per month (annual lease). 

Please contact Alex Lagos at (305) 815-2263 to see this unit.
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PAID ADVERTISEMEnTS DO NOT CONSTITUTE ENDORSEMENTS BY ANY RABBIS OR THE SHUL. THE SHUL RESERVES THE RIGHT TO ACCEPT OR REjECT ANY AD SUBMITTED.

PLEASE READ ONLY 
AFTER SHABBOS

CITADEL REALTY, LLC.
Raquel Sragowicz  Cell: 305.588.2481  Email: raquelsold@aol.com

Bal Harbour: Plaza # 923 all decorated 1 Bed/ 1.5 Baths- 993 
SQFT $415,000 
Bay Harbor Islands: Riva- 9400 W. Bay Harbor Dr. 3 Beds/ 3.5 
Baths- Decorated, 2,347 SQFT $1,450,000 
Development Opportunity: 1040 - 94 St. 4 units- Rented- 2 beds/ 2 baths + den 
$1,650,000 
Surfside: The Waves # 510 : 2 beds- 2 baths, shabbes elevator, Ocean view, 1,260 
SQFT $549,000 Call Sergio 786-512-5099 
Marbella FOR RENT: # 204 2 beds- 2 baths $2,600/M & # 1006- 1 bed- 1.5 
baths $2,000/M 
Aventura: Atlantic II # 1603- 3 Beds + Den- 4.5 Baths, 2,750 SQFT $1,278,000 
Also available for rent $7,000/M
Village on the Bay # 12308- Bay front unit 2 BD/2 BT  1,077 SQFT  $359,000 
Call Milton 305-450-1032

Walk with me to find your place
With over 40+ years knowledge of Miami and the unique experience of watching the 
33154 zip code evolve, mature, and come full circle, I know Surfside, Bal Harbour and 
Bay Harbor Islands. If you’re looking to buy, sell, or rent your home, call me today.

Renée M. Grossman 
Real Estate Advisor

305.804.4302
Renee@MiamiRealEstate.com

Totally renovated SURFSIDE TOWERS ( 9511 Collins 
Av) made into a TWO bedroom!  

Take advantage of LOW MAINTENANCE 
as a one bedroom!  

Porcelain floors and all new kitchen & baths
Must see! 

Asking $550,000 . 
Motivated owner! 

Call Sara Smith: 305-951-9129  Harding Realty, Inc.

Joel S. Baum
Certif ied Public Accountant

___________________________________

Financial Advisor
Income Tax Preparation

(954) 899-1712
TheTaxPro999@gmail.com
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Board of Trustees
Ambassador Isaac Gilinski - Chairman
Simon Falic
Sidney Feltenstein
Matias Garfunkel
Jaime Gilinski
Max Gilinski
Saul Gilinski
Sam Greenberg
Abel Holtz 
Mike Izak

Alberto Kamhazi
Shmuel Katz M.D.
Leo Kryss
Rabbi Sholom D. Lipskar
Lazer Milstein
Michael Perez
Ryan Shapiro
Claudio Stivelman
Morris Tabacinic

Albert Pollans - President
Jaime Gilinski  
David Lichter
Rabbi Sholom D. Lipskar
Monroe Milstein - Treasurer

Steven M. Dunn - Chair
Devorah Leah Andrusier
Janice Barney
Joel Baum
Maurice Egozi
Henry Eichler
Mitchell Feldman
Daniel Gielchinsky
Jacob J. Givner

Evelyn Katz
Rebbetzin Chani Lipskar
Rabbi Sholom D. Lipskar
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar
Orit Osman
Marc Sheridan
Daniel Sragowicz
Cynthia Stein
Eric P. Stein

Rabbi     Rabbi Sholom Lipskar  Ext 311
Associate Rabbi   Rabbi Zalman Lipskar  Ext 345
Rabbi’s Executive Assistant  Ms. Lydia Hasson  Ext 311
Rebbetzin    Rebbetzin Chani Lipskar 305.992.8363
JLAC / Adult Ed/ Singles  Rabbi Shea Rubinstein Ext 342
CYS College / Kolel   Rabbi Dov Schochet  305.790.8294
Accounting    Mrs. Geri Kelly   Ext 341
Controller    Mrs. Janice Barney  Ext 318
Office Manager   Ms. Stacy Waxman  Ext 313
Events / Office Assistant  Ms. Milena Liascovitz  Ext 328
Youth Director / Dinner   Mrs Devorah Leah Andrusier Ext 329
Youth Director    Rabbi Shaykee Farkash Ext 329
Operations / Maintenance  Rabbi Shlomi Katan  Ext 319
Reception / Accounts Payable  Mrs. Mindy Natoli  Ext 0
Mikvah     Mrs. Devorah Failer  305.323.2410
Pre-School    Mrs. Chana Lipskar  Ext 325
Sephardic Minyan   Chazan Shimshon Tzubeli 305.865.4205 
Hebrew School / Editor  Mrs. Aurit Katan  786.382.9006
Hashkama Minyan   Mr. Lazer Milstein  305.349.3040
Mashgiach    Mr. Mordechai Olesky  786.262.9115 

Foundation Trustees

Board of Directors

Executive Committee

Contacts at The Shul 305.868.1411

Numbers to know

Shul Gaboim

Mr. Andrew Roth
Mr. David Portnoy

Rabbi Henry Eichler
Mr. Ettai Einhorn

Mr. David Ben-Arie
Mr. Seth Salver

Steven M. Dunn - President
Mitchell Feldman - Vice President
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar VP Development
Eric P. Stein - Treasurer
Joel Baum - Associate Treasurer
Dovid Duchman - Secretary
Carolyn Baumel
Max Benoliel
Eli Dominitz
Boruch Duchman
Velvel Freedman
Eli Freund
Bruce Gelb
Ighal Goldfarb
Sam Greenwald

Jerrod M. Levine
Rabbi Sholom D. Lipskar
Alexander Matz
Lazer Milstein
Ezzy Rappaport
Eliott Rimon
Brian Roller
Seth Salver
Steven B. Schmutter
Daniel Shapiro
Ryan Shapiro
Michael Tabacinic
David Wolf
Jose Yankelevitch
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Daily Study
A complete guide to all classes and courses offered at The Shul

DAILY CLASSES

Derech Mitzvosecha  6:20 - 6:50 am
PHL 101 PHL-301 PHL-501 Rabbi Z. Lipskar

Daf Yomi    7:45 - 8:45 am
TXT-220 Rabbi  Dov Schochet

Chok L’Yisrael - Sephardic      8:45 am
Reb Shimshon Tzubeli

Chassisdic Discourses 10:15 - 11:00 am
 PHL-322   PHL-510 Rabbi S. Rubinstien

Community Kollel (Men) 8:00 - 9:30 pm
(Monday & Thursday) LAW-154
Shul Rabbis & Kolel

SUNDAY

Daf Yomi   9:00 am
TXT 220  Rabbi Dov Schochet

Tanya - Sichos    8:00 - 10:00 pm
PHL-322 Rabbi  Shlomo Haltzband

MONDAY

In Depth Chumash 1:30 pm
TXT-110  Rabbi Dov Schochet

Insights to our Daily Prayers 
(Spanish)   8:45 - 9:45 pm
PHL-120 Rabbi S. Rubinstien

Women’s Study Group 8:30 - 10:00 pm
TXT-110  Rebbetzin Chani Lipskar

At the home of: Please call The Shul for 
details.

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

Senior Torah Academy 12:00 - 1:00 pm
Pirkei Avot  ETH-101  Rabbi Dov Schochet

Women’s Torah Portion Class 
(Spanish)   10:45 am - 12:00 pm
TXT-110 Mrs. Vivian Perez

198 Park Drive, Bal Harbour Village 

Women’s Morning Torah Class
10:00 - 11:30 am
TXT-110  Rebbetzin Chani Lipskar i

In Depth Tanya Class   (Men & Women)
11:30 - 12:30 pm
PHL-320  PHL-501  Rabbi Sholom Lipskar

Tanya Class - English   1:15 - 2:50 pm
PHL-120 Mrs. Vivian Perez

198 Park Drive, Bal Harbour Village

Spanish Kolel - Chassidus    
8:00 - 10:00 pm
PHL-301  Rabbi  Shlomo Haltzband

Parsha  (Men & Women)
11:15 am - 12:00 pm
TXT-501  Rabbi S. Rubinstien

Senior Torah Academy   (Men & Women)
12:00 - 1:00 pm
TXT-120   Rabbi Dov Schochet

(Main  Sanctuary) Book of Judges - Years 2780 -2835  

French Class
12:00 pm Haime Library

Women’s Tanya Class (Spanish)   
11:00 am - 12:00 pm
PHL-320 Mrs. Vivian Perez 

Call Vivian for details - 305.213.3202

NUMERIC CODES INDICATE 
CYS COLLEGE COURSES

VISIT WWW.CYS-COLLEGE.ORG 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

ALL CLASSES LOCATED 
AT THE SHUL

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED



Get the Picture
The full scoop on all the great events and classes around town




