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In honor of Sammy Farkas obm The Shul teens went out 
to Lincoln Rd on Friday to get people to put on Tefillin and 

light Shabbos candles. 

The Children’s Yud Shevat Fargrengen
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Shabbos Parshas Beshalach
Shabbos Shira

In this week’s portion the 
Jewish People actually achieve 
emancipation from their former 
Egyptian slave masters. It is 
very important to recognize 
the various elements that 
take place during this critical 
historical passage as this exodus 
is representative of all future 
emancipation.

Though the achievement of 
freedom seems to be a very 
desirable and noble objective 
and should be sought by every 
human being, still we find 

acutely different reactions to the imminence of this goal. Most of the Jews 
(80%) did not even leave Egypt, not wanting to leave their habituated 
environment and venture into pioneering places.

 The other 20%, (approximately 3 million people) who were freed from 
Egypt, when confronted with new and formidable challenges, divided into 
four categories with four different responses.  The Midrash relates - when 
the Jewish people were at the edge of the Sea and were pursued by the 
Egyptians on their flank, there were four opinions and reactions: 1) to 
commit suicide - a Massada type martyrdom; 2) to return and submit to 
the Egyptians rather than face death; 3) to fight; and 4) to pray. These are 
rather noble and even logical responses to a seeming no-win situation 
– caught between the rock and the hard place.  There was a momentary 
lapse in the glory of freedom as the hardships of their practical lives 
became paramount. 

G-d’s directive to the Jews was to move forward – “Over the Top” – beyond 
logic – completely dependant on their faith in Hashem…. And the sea 
split.

When reaching for the desired goal of freedom from all human restraints, 
constraints and limitations one must be bound to a higher source – When 
one is connected on high he does not fall here below. Freedom is not easy. 
There are prices and efforts to pay but when one is completely bonded 
with Hashem, the results are worth it.

Have a good Shabbos and a great week!

Rabbi S. Lipskar

Thoughts on the Parshah
from Rabbi Sholom D. Lipskar

Beyond Wisdom
Tzvi Freeman

 
Perhaps a person will say,

“I cannot fathom an infinite Creator, so why should 
I attempt to do so?”

“And why should I attempt to awaken my heart 
to show Him love? What can the love of this puny 

creature provide Him?”

“So I will just serve Him in complete surrender, 
doing that which is to be done, connecting to a 

will and desire far beyond my own.”

Such a person may be wise, but he is wrong.

Yes, it is absurd, but G-d desires to be grasped by 
your human mind.

Yes, it is inconceivable, but He desires to find a 
home within the innermost chamber of your heart, 

no matter how tiny that place may be.

For this He created you, so that He could dwell 
within your world.

Serve G-d with all your heart and all your mind—
because that too is His unfathomable, 

unbounded desire.

Maamar Ki Yish’alcha Bincha
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Education Appeal

Dear Community Family,

Shma Yisrael Hashem Elokeinu Hashem Echad  

And you shall love the L-rd your G-d with all your thoughts, feelings and 

urges, with your life and with all your possessions……And you shall 

teach the words of Torah diligently to your children/students.

Imbedded in the most important statement of the Torah/Judaism is 

the obligation to teach Torah to Jewish children. The obligation rests 

primarily on the Father but when circumstances are such that the Father can’t, won’t or is not there to fulfill this foundational 
obligation it becomes the collective responsibility of the community to educate that Jewish child.

The priority of this Tzedakah in relation to other charitable causes is of the highest level.  Trumping most other legitimate 

needs (Code of Jewish Law – Laws of Tzedakah 249:16).  “Jewish education today,” says the Rebbe, “is not only to save 

a Jewish Child for Jewishness but to save a human for humanity”.  The social lifestyle in today’s world of our children 

from primary school through college is very precarious and fraught with dangers. There are no limits and the extent of 

fulfilling the simple animalistic desires that are at the base of our beings are ever increasing in their “avant garde”, beyond-
boundaries life style.

When statistics show that one of every four teenage girls are afflicted by either 1) suicidal thoughts; 2) cutting one’s own 
body; 3) eating disorder i.e. bulimia /anorexia; 4) depression, it sends a shudder through me. 25% of our teenage girls 
are at risk of being emotionally unstable. What about the boys? And what about other types of debilitating behavior not 

considered by the liberal researchers as risky i.e. teenage sexual encounters, body mutilation, etc. pregnancy and abuse, 

hopelessness and impudence/chutzpah and a strong malady of desensitization. We are in a crisis that is targeting our 

future – our most important commodity – our children.

Because of severe economic setbacks and downturns and unaffordable tuition fees, many families cannot afford to pay 

the tuition for their children’s ongoing Jewish education and environment. When the parents cannot fulfill this sacred duty it 
becomes the Mitzvah of the Community (Talmud Baba Basra 21:A  Shulchan Aruch Harav Laws of Talmud Torah  Ch. 1:3)

Every year we make an appeal during this period for tuition assistance. Last year we provided Hebrew School to 125 children 
in public school. We subsidize the tuition of more than 100 children in private Jewish schools and provide assistance to 

more than 60 children in summer camp. In total, our education scholarship fund raised and disbursed close to $400,000.

If one saves a single soul (albeit spiritually) it is as if he saved an entire world.

We beseech you our wonderful community to continue our legendary generosity though this may require an extra effort 

today and may even be a sacrifice. The Mitzvah you will earn will surely bring you all of Hashem’s bountiful blessings 
materially and spiritually.

Thank you on behalf of those parents and children to whom you will graciously give life enhancing assistance and on 

behalf of Hashem whose children you are caring for. When we care for Hashem’s children, He cares for ours.

With gratitude, Love and esteem,

Sholom D. Lipskar



5

A Time to Pray
Davening schedules and locations throughout the week

Evening Kolel Schedule - Monday and Thursday 8:45 -9:30 pm
Mon & Thurs 8:45 - 10:00 pm Evening Community Kolel Chavrusah

Daily Learning Schedule at The Shul
6:20 -6:50 am The Rebbe’s Maamorim Chassidic Discourse R’ Zalman Lipskar

7:45 am Daf Yomi R’ Dov Schochet
8:45 am (approx) Halacha Sephardic Custom R’ Shimshon Tzubeli
10:15 - 11:00 am Maamorim Maamor of the Rebbe R’ Shea Rubinstein

Daily Chumash & Tanya after every Minyan

Shacharis Minyanim (mon - Fri)
Main Minyan 6:50 7:30 9:00

Sephardic Minyan 8:00

Sunday Shacharis Minyanim
Main Minyan 8:00 am 9:00 am

Sephardic Minyan 9:00 am

To our beloved Soldiers in the Israeli Defense Forces, 
courageously protecting and defending Eretz Yisroel.  We pray 

for you and all of the soldiers safety and well being daily.

Daniella Malka bat Natalya
Menachem Mendel haLevi ben Hanna Guenendel

Menachem Mendel ben Aurit
Eden Chana bat Karine Cecile

Benyamin Aharon ben Jeniya Gila Rut

If anyone would like to send us the name of a soldier in the IDF 
we would love to add them. 

Halachic Times
Based on times for January  23 

Alot Hashachar / Dawn                    5:52 am
Earliest Talit & Tefillin                     6:24 am
Netz Hachamah / Sunrise                7:08 am
(Earliest Amidah)
Latest Shema                                   9:48 am
Zman Tfillah                                  10:43 am
Chatzot / Midday                          12:32 pm
Earliest Mincha                               1:00 pm
Plag HaMincha                                4:53 pm
Shekiah / Sunset                             5:57 pm
(Preferable latest time for Mincha)
Tzeit Hakochavim / Nightfall         6:22 pm
(Earliest preferable Ma’ariv)

Times taken from www.chabad.org
Please note that during the week times may 
Vary by a minute or two. 

mincha  / Maariv Minyanim (mon - Thurs)
Main Minyan 2:00 pm Early Mincha 5:40 pm 10:00 pm

Sephardic Minyan 5:40 pm Following

Sunday Mincha /Maariv 
Minyanim

Main Minyan 5:40 pm
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Weekly Riddle

Yitzchak Pruss
Teen Boys

Grades: 9th - 12th

10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Sephartdic Shul

Davening With Dad

Grades: 7th - 8th

10:30 am - 12:00 pm

Montessori 3

Pinchas Gansbourg
Pre-Tween Boys

Grades: 5 - 6

10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Haime Library

Mendel Schwartz
Youth Boys

Grades: 1 - 4

10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Montessori3

Mushky Segall
Tween Girls

Grades: 6 - 8

10:30 am - 12:00 pm

Back Office

Raquel Gilinski
Pre Tween Girls

Grades:  4 - 5

10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Montessori 1

Sara  Fraida Katan
Aleph Wonder Girls

Grades: 1 - 3
10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Montessori 2

Celebrating Shabbos with our Youth
Everything you need for an “Over the Top” Shabbos experience

Morah Malkie’s 
Tot Shabbat

Ages: 0 - 3
11:00 am - 12:00 pm

Back of Women’s 
Section

Deby Farkash
Teen Girls

Grades: 9th - 10th

10:30 am - 12:00 pm

Teen Girls Room

Questions:
1) In what three contexts is a stone (evven) mentioned in this parsha? 
[Not a flint/rock (tzur) which is struck by Moshe to bring forth water.]

2) In this parsha, in what three contexts did Moshe take his mateh 
(staff)?

3) Besides Moshe and Aharon, who else in the Torah has a staff? 
(2 answers)

Answers from last week:
1) During the plague of locusts, the swarm covers the entire sky, 
darkening the entire land (Exodus 10:15).

2)Moshe warns Pharaoh that during plague of the firstborn there will 
be terrible screams throughout Egypt, yet amongst the Israelites “not 
even a dog will bark” (Exodus 11:7). In Parshas Mishpatim, the Torah 
commands that flesh from a torn animal should be thrown to a dog 
(Exodus 22:30), and in Parshas Ki Teitzei, the Torah prohibits offering 
any animal that was exchanged for a dog (Deut. 23:19).

3) The word “na” is used to mean “please” three times in this parsha 
(Exodus 10:11, 10:17, 11:2). The phrase “al tochlu mimenu na” - “Do not 
eat it [the Passover offering] raw” - has the alternate meaning of “raw” 
or “undercooked” (Exodus 12:9).

RIDDLE RULES
Answers to the riddles can be given to Rabbi Shaykee Farkash any 
time over Shabbos. The first child to give a correct answer to each of 

the questions will win an INSTANT prize!

Chayale Lipskar
Tot Shabbat 2

Pre1 - K
10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Back of women’s 
section
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Kiddush This Week: 
Kiddush this week is co-sponsored by an Anonymous 

sponsor in honor of their sons’ birthdays
and by Mr. & Mrs. Moish and Judy Tuchman in honor of the 
forthcoming yahrzeit of Moish’s Mother on 25 Shevat and 
the visit of their children and grandchildren for Shabbos.

Shalosh Seudos This Week:
Shalosh Seudos this week is available for sponsorship.

kiddushim at The Shul
Please help us to provide our weekly Shabbos Kiddush and 
Shalosh Seudos by becoming a sponsor. Or join the Kiddush Bank 
by becoming a Partner ($770 annually ) or Patron ($360 anually)

 Lighting     5:41 p.m.
Mincha     5:45 p.m.

Eruv Information 
We would like to emphasize that every Erev Shabbos, individuals should call the Eruv Hotline to make sure

 that the Eruv is operational. The number to call is 305- 866-ERUV (3788). 
The Eruv message is recorded approximately two hours prior to candle lighting. Surfside: 

The Eruv in Surfside now includes the walking paths along the beach.  Pushing strollers and  
carrying is permitted on the paths, but not beyond the path or onto the beach.   

Bal Harbour: The Eruv in Bal Harbour included the inner (western) walking path only. The pier at Haulover Cut is not included.
 

To pay your annual dues visit: www.miamibeacheruv.com

the caterer for this week’s 
kiddush and Shalosh seudos is  

Food Art

Celebrating Shabbos 
Everything you need for an “Over the Top” Shabbos experience

Shabbos Schedule
Candle lighting     5:35 p.m. 
Mincha  / Kabbalas Shabbos   5:40 p.m.

Shabbos Day Hashkama Minyan  7:15 a.m.
Tanya / Hayom  Yom   8:50 a.m.
Shacharis (Morning Services)  9:00 a.m.
Children’s Programs                      10:00 a.m.
Upstairs Minyan                10:30 a.m.
Kiddush                 12:00 p.m.
Daf Yomi     4:30 p.m.
Men’s Shiur    4:30 p.m.
Women’s Shiur    4:30 p.m.
Shalosh Seudos for Boys    4:30 p.m.
Mincha      5:25 p.m.
Shabbos Ends / Ma’ariv        6:30 p.m.
Father and Son Learning   7:30 p.m.

Sephardic Minyan Friday Evening 
Mincha / Kabbalat Shabbat   5:30 p.m.

Shabbat Day Shacharit    9:00 a.m.
Mincha       5:15 p.m.
Shabbos Ends / Ma’ariv  & Havdalah            6:30 p.m.

 

The following dates are available for sponsorship:

        Kiddush                         Shalosh Seudos      
    Jan.  26                                             Jan.19,26

If you wish to become a sponsor, please speak with Milena
at 305-868-1411 ext 328 or email milena@theshul.org               
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13 Shevat Dr. Stephen Brenner
13 Shevat Mr. Joseph Lekach
13 Shevat Ms. Ilana Tabacinic
13 Shevat Ms. Bonnie G. Weintraub
13 Shevat Ms. Stacey N. Weintraub
13 Shevat Mr. David Wolf
13 Shevat Mrs. Natalie Wolf
14 Shevat Mrs. Chana Brod
14 Shevat Mr. Ethan Danial
14 Shevat Mr. Abi Goldshtein
14 Shevat Mr. Ronald Nyman
14 Shevat Ms. Talya Esther Portnoy
15 Shevat Mr. Ezekiel Mizraji
16 Shevat Ms. Raquel Abraham
16 Shevat Mr. Gabriel G. Berenfus
16 Shevat Ms. Allison Diener
16 Shevat Mr. Dovid Ezra Lipschutz
17 Shevat Mr. Avi Eliaz Bublick
17 Shevat Mr. Jason Saka
17 Shevat Mr. Elchonon Shagalov
17 Shevat Mrs. Thalia Tisminesky
18 Shevat Ms. Michelle Freund
18 Shevat Mr. Ivan Kaufman
19 Shevat Mrs. Zelda Rochel Katz
19 Shevat Ms. Mikaela Saka

Community Happenings
Sharing with your Shul Family

Birthdays

 Kid’s Birthdays

Yahrtzeits

13 Shevat Benjamin Bogachek
13 Shevat Gita Aidel Lipskar
14 Shevat Sarah Gittel Jaimovich
15 Shevat Charles Meyer Gielchinsky
15 Shevat Aaron Ginsburg
15 Shevat Aaron Yitzchak Katan
15 Shevat Shilat Melamed
17 Shevat Yosef Yitzchak Gilinski
18 Shevat Kaylee Ita Wolf

13 Shevat  Irving ben Rafael obm
  Uncle of Mrs. Leslie Baum
13 Shevat  Jacob obm
  Father of Mr. Alexander Matz
13 Shevat  Akiva ben Hersh obm
  Father of Mr. Sergio Zelcer
13 Shevat  Mercado Maya obm
  Father of Ms. Esther Vlosky
14 Shevat  Israel Rosenfeld obm
  Father of Mrs. Chani Labkowski
14 Shevat  Nosson Ha Cohen obm
  Father of Mr. Shmuel Levinsky
14 Shevat  Menachem Mendel ben Shraga Faivel obm
  Husband of Mrs. Cecilia Knoll
15 Shevat  Mordechai obm
  Grandfather of Mr. Mordechai Turgel
17 Shevat  El-azar obm
  Father of Mr. Marvin Anhalt
17 Shevat  Ruhl bas Isik obm
  Mother of Mrs. Perla Gilinski
17 Shevat  Yitzchok ben Moshe HaCohen obm
  Father of Mr. Fred Farbman
18 Shevat  Yisroel ben Noach obm
  Brother of Mrs. Dorothy Failer
18 Shevat  Feivel ha Kohen ben Reuven ha Kohen obm
  Father of Dr. Gene Moteles
18 Shevat  Celia Lafer obm
  Grandmother of Mrs. Suzan Garson
19 Shevat  Elvira bas Raina obm
  Mother of Mrs. Loraine Rosengarten
19 Shevat  Ida Dekelbaum obm
  Mother of Mr. Max Dekelbaum
19 Shevat  Leah bas Baruch Leib obm
  Mother of Mr. Shabtai Plutno

Anniversaries
Mr. & Mrs. Martin and Golda Jacobs
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey and Ann Finkel
Mr. & Mrs. Eli and Jane Mary Freund
Mr. & Mrs. Moshe Shlomo and Esther Lerman
Rabbi & Mrs. Chaim Zvi and Deenie Lipskar
Mr. & Mrs. Danny and Liba Barouk
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph and Mary Gut
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph and Jennifer Dahan

Mazal Tov to Mr. & Mrs. Leo and Beatriz Kryss on the birth of a 
granddaughter, Dina Frumet. May they see her raised to Torah, Chupah 
and Maasim Tovim and have much nachas from her.

Mazal Tov

Volunteers Needed
After every Kiddush and event, The Shul donates the 

left over food to organizations or families in need. 

We are looking for volunteers to help collect and 

wrap the food.

If  you would like to help please contact the 

Mashgiach, Mordechai Olesky after the Kiddush.

Community service hours will be awarded.
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Community Happenings
Sharing with your Shul Family

Refuah Shleimah
If you have a health update on anyone listed please contact The Shul. We would like to 

keep the listing current and remove names of people who have recovered.

Mr. & Mrs. Jackie Abraham
Mr. Ethan Ambalu
Mr. Aryeh Nathaniel
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Benchimol
Dr. & Mrs. Ivan Berend
Mr. & Mrs. Elchonon Berkowitz
Mr. & Mrs. Laiby Best
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Bogachek
Rabbi & Mrs. Menachem 
Mendel Brod
Mr. & Mrs. Eliyahu Bryski
Mr. Julian A. Cohen
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Dahan
Mr. & Mrs. Morris S. Dahan
Mr. & Mrs. Levi Drimmer
Mr. & Mrs. Ettai Einhorn
Ms. Gitty Eisen
Falic Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Mitchell Feldman
Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Feltenstein
Mr. & Mrs. Isaac Gilbert Franco
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur M. Gellman
Mr. & Mrs. Tibor Gershkovich
Mr. & Mrs. Gabriel Gilinski
Mrs. Perla Gilinski
Mr. & Mrs. Leon Goldenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Gontownik
Mr. & Mrs. Gabriel Groisman
Ms. Renee M. Grossman
Mr. & Mrs. Isi Halberthal
Ms. Lydia Hasson
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Jacob

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Jaffe
Mr. & Mrs. Jacky Koenig
Mr. & Mrs. Albert David Lichy
Mr. & Mrs. Max Lichy
Mr. & Mrs. Zalman Lipskar
Mr. Elisha Milstein
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Ohayon
Mr. Mordechai Olesky
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Osman
Mr. Badri Pichkhadze
Rabbi & Mrs. Ezzy Rappaport
Mr. Howard Rosenbaum
Mrs. Susan Rosenstein
Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Safra
Mr. & Mrs. Seth Salver
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Salzhauer
Saul Schottenstein Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. Shea Schneider
Rabbi & Mrs. Dov Schochet
Mr. & Mrs. David Schottenstein
Mr. & Mrs. Ezra Segal
Sragowicz Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Sragowicz
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Stein
Mr. Claudio Stivelman
Street Holes, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Eran Tobul
Mr. Mordechai Twerski
Mrs. Rivka Tyberg
Mr. & Mrs. Moises Wertheimer
Mr. Shulie Wollman
Mr. & Mrs. Adam Ziefer

MEN
Eber Avraham ben Fruma Esther
Shlomo Yaakov ben Chaya Sarah 
Rochel
Chaim Zelig Ben Eidel
Ari ben Na’ama
Tzvi Yitzchak ben Chaya
Baruch Raphael ben Fraida
Aryeh Leib ben Sura Henya
Rafael Maya ben Sol
Aaron ben Tamar
Raphael Moshe ben Miriam
Meyer Yankev ben Chaya Etel
Alexander ben Esther Raizel
Raphael Moshe ben Sarah
Moshe ben Zoila
Moshe Avraham ben Tziporah Riva
Chaim ben Pnina 
Gabriel ben Esther
Chaim Tzvi Hirsch ben Guttel

WOMEN
Tcharna Esther bas Feiga Rochel
Doryse-Devorah bas Sonia Simcha 
Feige bas Krandel
Tziporah Pnina bas Slava
Chaya Miriam Yehudit bat Chava
Clara bat Corina
Rivka bat Shoshana
Leah Rochel bat Sarah
Miriam bat Risha Raizel
Dana Ella bas Devorah Hinde
Chana bas Shoshana
Ilana bas Shaina Rochel
Chava bas Elka Menucha
Chaya bas Rachel
Fayge bas Chaya
Miriam Leah bas Helen

Shevat Light & Power
Light & Power and Wine for Kiddush & Havdalah for

the month of Shevat  is Kindly Sponsored by

Mr. Nathaniel Aryeh and Family
in loving memory of Nathaniel’s 

Father, “Ha’rav Raphael Ben 
ChaCham Rebi Chiya” 

 “Those who establish Synagogues for prayer and those who come there to 
pray, those who provide lights for illumination, wine and grape juice for kiddush 
and havdalah, food for the wayfarers and charity for the needy, and all those who 
occupy themselves faithfully with communal affairs - may The Holy One, blessed 
be He, give them their reward, remove them from all sicknesses, heal their entire 
body, pardon all their sins, and send blessing and success to all their endeavors, 

together with all Israel their brethren; and let us say Amen.”

Thanks To Our Donors
We sincerely thank the following members and supporters of The Shul 

for donations received between 1/8/19 and 1/14/19
We apologize for any errors or omissions that we may have made.

Community Notice Board
Thank you to Mr. & Mrs. Marvin and Phillipa Carsley 

who sponsored Chazan Motzen for this shabbos



10

Friday - Shevat 12
Intellect and excitement are two separate 
worlds. Intellect - a world cold and settled; 
excitement - a world seething and impetuous. 
Man’s avoda is to combine them, unite them. 
The impetuousness then becomes transformed 
into a longing, and the intellect into the guide 
in a life of avoda and action.

Shabbos - Shevat 13
Yahrzeit is observed on the anniversary of the 
day of death even the first year, and even if the 
day of burial was much later than the day of 
death.

When my grandfather (R. Shmuel) was seven, his 
father (the Tzemach Tzedek) once answered him: 
The kindness and special quality in G-d’s making 
man upright, to walk erectly, is that though he 
walks on the earth he sees the Heavens; not so 
with beasts that go on all fours; they see only 
the earth.

Sunday - Shevat 14
Our Holy forebears, the Rebbe’im through 
the generations, appealed to G-d and evoked 
Divine compassion toward their Chassidim, 
those bound to them. This was not all; they 
also had an avoda of bringing their Chassidim 
to mind, inwardly, pondering their affection and 
attachment to the Rebbe, reciprocating that 
affection and attachment. Bringing someone 
to mind has the effect of arousing that person’s 
innermost powers. We see that when one looks 
deeply and intently at another he will turn 
around and return the glance, because the 
penetrating gaze awakens the core of the soul. 
Thought has the same effect.

Monday - Shevat 15
When the second part of Torah Or was about to 
be printed, Chassidim knew that the Tzemach 
Tzedek had written glosses and commentaries 
on the maamarim. They pleaded with him 
to publish these with the maamarim, but he 

refused. He then dreamt that his grandfather, 
the Alter Rebbe, visited him and asked him to 
publish them, but he revealed this to no one. 
Only after three of his sons had the same dream 
and reported this to him did he agree to have 
his glosses and commentary printed with the 
second part of Torah Or, which they now entitled 
“Likutei Torah.”

Tuesday - Shevat 16
My father said: Coldness and heresy are 
separated by so slender a barrier! It is said, 
“For the Eternal your G-d is a consuming fire.” 
G-dliness is a flame of fire. Learning Torah and 
davening must be with a blazing heart, that “all 
my bones may utter” the words of G-d in Torah 
and prayer.

Wednesday - Shevat 17
On Shabbat B’shalach 5621 (1861) the Tzemach 
Tzedek said the maamar R’u ki Hashem printed 
in Likutei Torah. Shortly afterward he said to 
his son, my grandfather: On Shabbat B’shalach 
5565 (1805) my grandfather said this maamar. 
Afterwards he sent for me and told me that 
in 5529 (1769) when he was in Mezritch the 
Maggid had summoned him to his room and 
had said:

On Shabbat B’shalach 5516 (1756) the 
Baal Shem Tov said a Maamar on Vayashav 
hayam...l’eitano, “The Red Sea returned to its 
strength,” quoting the Rabbinic play on the last 
word, l’eitano - litnao, meaning to its condition or 
agreement. In 5521 (1761), a year after the Baal 
Shem Tov’s passing, my Rebbe (the Baal Shem 
Tov) came to me, said the maamar, and added 
an explanation of the subject “doing His will” 
in contrast to “doing His word.” And today my 
Rebbe again came to me to repeat the maamar.

Then the Maggid repeated the maamar to the 
Alter Rebbe, adding an interpretation of “River 
Ginai, part for me,” which is similar to k’riat yam 
suf, the splitting of the Red Sea.

The Tzemach Tzedek concluded: Today the Baal 
Shem Tov, the Maggid and the Alter Rebbe came 
to me, each repeating the maamar in his own 
style.

Several hours later the Tzemach Tzedek 
called my grandfather again and told him an 
interpretation of the maamar.

Thursday - Shevat 18
The Tzemach Tzedek told his son, my grandfather, 
that the maamar Umareihem uma’asseihem in 
Torah Or, Yitro, is the first discourse the Maggid 
delivered when he assumed leadership of the 
chassidim, on Shavuot 5521 (1761). The Alter 
Rebbe heard the maamar from R. Mendel 
Horodoker, author of Pri Haaretz, who had been 
present that Shavuot in 5521. However, the Alter 
Rebbe expounded the maamar in his own style.

Friday - Shevat 19
The first positive mitzva is, in the words of 
Rambam,  “To know that there is a First Being, 
who caused the existence of all beings...
The knowledge of this principle is a positive 
command, as it is said, I am the Eternal your G-d.”

This is a Mitzva relating to mind and intellect.* 
True, every one of Israel believes in G-d with a 
simple faith, and his heart is whole with G-d; 
still it is the duty of the mind and intellect to 
bring this faith to a level of knowledge and 
comprehension. This is the meaning of “To 
know that there is a First Being;” the Mitzva 
specifies comprehension and intellectual grasp, 
as written in Torah: “Know the G-d of your father 
and serve Him with a whole heart” and it is also 
written, “know this day etc.”

Hayom Yom

In the winter of 1942, the sixth Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Yosef Y. Schneersohn, of righteous memory, gave 
his son- in-law, the future Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, of righteous memory, the task of 
compiling an anthology of Chasidic aphorisms and customs arranged according to the days of the year.

The calendar was entitled Hayom Yom. In describing this work Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak wrote: …”A book that is 
small in format…but bursting with pearls and diamonds of choicest quality.” “A splendid palace of Chasidism.” 

True to these words, Hayom Yom has become a beloved classic work and a source of daily spiritual sustenance.   
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Sing
Soul Transportation

This weekend has a special name: 
“Shabbat Shirah” – the Shabbat of Song, 
so called because this week’s Torah 

portion contains the song sung by Israel after 
the parting of the Red Sea. Accordingly, this 
week’s essay addresses the soul of song – the 
power it has to transform our lives.

What gives music its power? How does it have 
the ability to transport us to another time and 
place? To lift a broken spirit? To bring a tear 
to a happy soul? Why does a song have the 
capacity to reach the depths of our heart, 
bring old memories alive, awaken our deepest 
aspirations and naturally cause us to dance 
to its beat?

What type of language is this language of 
song, and where did it originate? We learn the 
spoken language at home and at school. But 
who taught us how to sing?

What is the soul of song?

The mystics explain it this way:
How do souls travel? Bodies move about on 
legs or in vehicles. But what moves a soul? 
A soul doesn’t have legs and cannot be 
contained in an automobile or other vehicle. 
What carries our souls from one place to 
another?

The Kabbalah offers a fascinating answer: The 
only way a soul can move about is through a 
song. Without song the soul remains stuck in 
one place.

In the Holy Temple in Jerusalem there were 
fifteen steps corresponding to the fifteen 
Shir HaMaalos (song of ascents) in the book 
of Psalms (120-135), which the Levites would 
sing as they stood on the steps. In order to 
climb from one step to the next a song had 
to be sung.
In our material world we can convince 
ourselves that we are mobile – movers and 
shakers – even if our souls never budge an 
inch. There are people who chalk up millions 
of frequent flyer miles, others who move 
around in all the high circles, and yet others 
who are climbing the corporate ladder. But 
are they truly moving? Their bodies may be 
traveling places, but are their souls in flight? 
Then there are people who perhaps sit in 
the same place, praying or meditating, but 

spiritually they are moving millions of miles.

But in the spiritually intact Holy Temple, 
where spirit met matter and the physical was 
seamlessly aligned with its inner purpose, 
you simply could not move from one step to 
the next unless your soul was lifted through 
song.

Why do songs have this power? Because they 
are the language of the Divine.

A parable:
When G-d created the universe, He consulted 
the angels: “Should I bestow upon the human 
race the gift of music?” The elitist angels 
unanimously replied with a resounding “no.” 
“The human race will not appreciate the 
sublime power of melody. They will abuse 
and commercialize it. They won’t know how 
to appreciate angelic, divine nature of song.

“Give us your gift of music,” the angels said, 
“and we will sing Your praises, we will sing 
Your songs. We will know how to use the 
power of melody to reach great spiritual 
heights.”

G-d considered their opinion, but then 
overruled them. “No. I will give the gift of 
music to humans. Because I want them to 
have something to remember Me with.

“Sometimes life will be difficult. In such times 
the pressures can be overbearing. Man can 
feel depressed and hopeless. I therefore want 
them to have song to remind them, that even 

you’re stuck in the dire straits of material 
existence, even when you are experiencing 
existential loneliness and “quiet desperation,” 
you can break out in song, which will lift your 
spirits.

“Sometimes life will be comfortable, too 
comfortable. Let man then sing to remember 
that there is more to life than instant 
gratification.

“Yes indeed,” G-d concluded, “I will give 
the human being My unique tongue – the 
language of music and song, so that he can 
use it to discover transcendence.”

The reason song has the ability to transport 
the soul is because its true nature and the 
source of its power is its Divine language: 
Song is a dialect from another plane. If the 
conventional word is the language of man, 
music is the language of the Divine.

Songs, therefore, are the wings of the soul. 
They have the ability to lift our spirits to 
unprecedented heights. They allow us to fly; 
to soar away to far-away places – places that 
are beyond pedestrian life and mundane 
monotony.
Song is spiritual transportation. As one Rebbe 
put it: The spoken and written word is the 
“quill of the mind;” Music is the “quill of the 
heart.” If a soul looks like a flame, it sounds 
like a song.

Ahh, who hasn’t been drawn by the wish to 
just go out and sing, unfettered, unbound, 
to the open heavens. To get away from it all 
and sing away, with your hands waving free, 
like there is no tomorrow. To close your eyes, 
and allow the music to take you to unknown 
places beyond the anguish and pain of life’s 
tribulations?

This may explain the compelling power 
of music in the last 50 years. Why youth 
today are drawn to music – in ways that are 
unprecedented in history. Being a language 
of the soul, music fills the deep spiritual void 
left by corrupt or irrelevant religion and other 
belief systems. For good or for bad, music 
has become the “hymns” of today’s souls and 
concerts their cathedrals. Starting back in the 
50’s music represented the voice of rebellion, 
the expression of individuality, the challenge 
to the status-quo of the conformist “man 
in the grey flannel suit.” The soul found its 
expression in song – to free itself from the 
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materialistic bondage of the body; a way for 
us to dialogue with G-d (whether we know it 
or not).

Unfortunately, like any powerful force, music 
too, untamed and unfocused, can be hijacked 
and turned into another hedonistic vehicle 
of indulgence rather than transcendence, 
narcissism rather than selflessness, 
entertainment instead of inspiration.

But at its heart song has a hold on our souls 
because it is ultimately Divine language – 
the natural language of the soul. (No accident 
that music is called “soul”).

Our challenge is to recognize the true nature 
of song’s power and the reason this gift was 
given to us: To allow us to touch the Divine 
and integrate it into our lives. Now just to 
listen to the pleasant harmonies and dance to 
its beat, but to allow the soulful language of 
music to refine our personalities, strengthen 
our commitments, connect with our higher 
calling, help us build healthy homes and 
families and illuminate each of our respective 
corners of the world with our unique light.

We live in a dichotomous, fragmented world. 
Matter and spirit compartmentalized make 
it terribly difficult to hear the music of our 
souls.

Instead, we fabricate a superficial language 
to maneuver in our mundane lives. Music then 
becomes an exotic escape to an island. In 
search of some relief from the quotidian, you 
plug in your headphones, and block out the 
world around you – and you soar on music’s 
wings. But then you have to return, and then 
the music dies…

In truth, however, an inner hum fills all of 
existence. Every creature, every molecule, 
every atom emits its own unique sound. Every 
soul pulsates and purrs. Even when the “rush 
hour” of our lives with all its extraneous noise 
drowns out the “gentle, subtle voice” within, 
the music continues to play (even if you’re not 
plugged in).
In a seamless world all our experiences would 
sound like a song, all our movements would 
look like a dance. If our insides and outsides 
would be aligned, we would be singing all the 
time, and we wouldn’t be able to move unless 
we had a song to sing us along (as it was in 
the Temple).

Imagine: What would it be like to hear the 
music of the cosmos? How would it feel the 
song of your soul? Of other souls? How would 
life be different if you could generate a song 
at will?
Every time you experience a moment of truth 
– an experience that resonates – we are 
hearing the inner music of existence.

How do we access the music within at all 
times? By getting in touch with your life’s 
purpose, and recognizing that every moment 
of your day, every activity, every interaction 
is a spiritual opportunity. You are charged 
with the mission to realize each of these 
opportunities by ensuring that all the 
material gain is simply a means to express 
higher spiritual truths and bring more virtue 
into this world.

This attitude taps into the very fabric of the 
harmonic chords of existence, which allow us 
to hear the music within.

In every life experience you have two options 
to choose from: To serve your own needs, 
or to serve a higher cause. When you touch 
the surface of the experience it usually will 
result in narcissistic results. But when you tap 
into the inner meaning of the experience, its 
music will play.

In every experience we can either just ride 
through the experience, or we can learn to 
play the inner chords that release a song.

There are people in this world that turn every 
thing they touch into music, every thing they 
come into contact with into a dance. They are 
alive, brimming with energy. They are electric, 
and everything that they touch becomes 
electrified.

Some people deaden every thing they touch. 
Some people bring every thing alive.

Imagine a world in which music is playing 
all the time. Imagine hearing a song in every 
breath you take, in every step you make. 
Imagine a life in which every move you feel 
the inner rhythm.
As we enter the “Shabbat of song” we are 
imbued with the power to turn our lives into 
one extended symphony.

High time to start singing.

Will you electrify your corner of the world or 
will you dampen it?

Is Your Optimism Grounded in 
Reality?
By Hanna Perlberger

After delivering a lecture on optimism to a large 
tech company, Shawn Achor, one of the gurus 
of Positive Psychology, was being driven to 

the airport by the CEO. Ignoring the persistent and 
annoying dinging of the alarm for not using his seat 
belt, the CEO smiled at Shawn and explained that he 
was just being “optimistic.”

“Optimism is good for a lot of things,” thought Shawn, 
“but it will not prevent this CEO from getting into a 
car accident, nor will it prevent him flying through the 
windshield.” This is not optimism; rather, it’s a form of 
insanity, otherwise known as “irrational optimism.”

In the Torah portion Beshalach, after the Jewish people 
left Egypt, Pharaoh sent his army of charioteers after 
them, cornering the Jewish people with Egypt at their 
back, the vast desert on both sides and the sea in front 
of them. Short of a new miracle, the Jewish people 
were facing imminent slaughter.

The Splitting of the Sea
According to Midrashic commentary, some people 
wanted to surrender and go back to Egypt. Some 
were ready to commit suicide. Some were willing to 
fight the Egyptians. And another group started to pray. 
Moses cried out to G-d, and G-d replied (in essence): 
“Stop praying and journey forth. Do something!” It was 
at that point that the famous Nachshon ben Aminadav 
moved into the sea, and when the water reached his 
nostrils, the sea began to part. Was he an optimist or 
insane? Irrational or grounded?

In his book, Learned Optimism, Martin Seligman, the 
father of Positive Psychology explains that there are 
two ways of looking at life: as an optimist and as a 
pessimist. And he gives an example. A young couple 
has their first baby. The father looks at her in her crib 
and he calls out her name. Although the baby is awake, 
she doesn’t respond. Dad picks up a toy with a bell and 
shakes it. No response. His heart starts to beat rapidly, 
and he summons his wife. The mother was also unable 
to get the baby’s attention with loud sounds. “My G-d, 
she’s deaf,” concludes the father.

Mom consults a baby book for advice, reading how 
there is no reason for alarm since it takes time for the 
startle and sound reflex to kick in. Mom is reassured. 
Nevertheless, she leaves a voice message with the 
pediatrician’s office to schedule an appointment, and 
she goes about her weekend as usual. Dad, on the 
other hand, remains a worried mess, ruminating that 
he has a “bad feeling about this.”
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On Monday, the pediatrician administers a neurological 
exam and finds the baby perfectly healthy. The father 
does not believe the test results, and still remains 
depressed and worried. A week later, when the baby 
startled at the noise of a backfiring car, the father 
began to recover his spirits and was able to enjoy his 
child once again.

These are the two basic outlooks on life. The pessimist 
“awful-izes” events, viewing harmful situations as 
long-lasting, if not permanent, and allowing the upset 
to permeate all areas of life, taking it personally. The 
optimist, on the other hand, doesn’t anticipate defeat 
but when it happens, sees defeat as a challenge to be 
surmounted, limits it to this pertinent situation, and 
sees the cause as something external.

OK, now it’s a little chutzpadik, but I think there is 
another explanatory style, which I am calling “Jewish 
optimism,” and since I’m coining the phrase, I get to 
define it. “Jewish optimism” takes the best aspects 
of optimism, such as looking at events in their most 
favorable light and rising to the challenge with an “I 
can” or an “it can be done” attitude.

But when it comes to causality, “Jewish optimism” 
would not regard events as external and impersonal. 
Just the opposite. In “Jewish optimism,” everything 
is “about me” (for my spiritual growth, that is). And 
this brings in the quality of faith—believing that the 
universe is not out to “get me,” but to “teach me.”

Getting back to the scene at the banks of the Sea 
of Reeds, in facing Pharaoh’s army, the same G-d 
that liberated the Jewish people through His Divine 
intervention was now telling them to go, to “do 
something.” And so Nachshon, the Jewish optimist, 
walked calmly into the sea, and in so doing, he also 
paved the way for the Jewish expression of faith.

And this sets Judaism apart because Judaism calls 
for belief-driven behavior, and the expression of 
faith through deliberate action. Judaism teaches that 
the garments of the soul are for us to actualize our 
potential. The trick is knowing when the focus needs 
to be our thought, when it is about speech and when 
it must manifest through action.

So the next time you face a challenge, decide first 
whether grounded optimism is appropriate, and if so, 
try adding a little faith. Know that whatever test you are 
undergoing is the test you were meant to have—that 
you can pass it, and that you will emerge emotionally 
stronger, intellectually wiser and spiritually higher. 
Become a Jewish optimist, and there is no telling how 
many seas you will be able to part in your life.

Reading the Torah Monday 
and Thursday

After the miracle of the splitting of the 
sea, the Jews continue their journey 
through the desert. Immediately they 

run into a problem, they have traveled for 
three days and can find no water. In a place 
called Marah, literally bitter because the water 
there was bitter, they complain to Moses. G-d 
instructs Moses to take a stick, throw it into 
the water, the water is sweetened and the 
problem was solved.

The Talmud tells us that this episode 
highlighted a problem for Moses, that a 
person cannot live three days without water. 
If that is the case with physical nourishment, 
then certainly that would be the case with 
our spiritual nourishment. How can we go 
from one Sabbath to the next with no Torah 
in between? Moses therefore enacted that 
every Monday and Thursday we should read 
from the Torah, thus we never have three 
consecutive days without reading from the 
Torah. 

While Moses enacted that we read from the 
Torah Monday and Thursday it was Ezra the 
scribe, the builder of the second Temple, 
who divided the reading into three parts and 
sections. Even in communities where they add 
Aliyot to the reading on Shabbat or festivals 
(so that more than 7 people can be called) on 
Monday and Thursday we have exactly three 
aliyot, not more or less. 

The general custom, with a few exceptions, is 
that we divide the first of the seven Shabbat 
readings into three parts. The first part is 
given to a Kohen, the second a Levi and the 
third an Israelite. The minimum amount of 
verses to read is 10, so on weeks where the 
first portion is less than ten verses we read 
further into the portion, similarly there are 
times when there is a unique custom to read 
more or less than the first Shabbat reading. 

If there is no Kohen then a Levi or an Israelite 
takes the first Aliya, reading. While either can 
take it, if the Levi is a scholar it is appropriate 
to call him. If a non-Kohen was called but 
before they started the actual blessing of 
the Torah (even after saying Barchu) a Kohen 

entered, the Kohen should take the Aliya and 
the other person should wait to take the 
second or third Aliya (depending if they are a 
Levi or Israelite.)

If the Kohen is in middle of the songs of 
praise or the Shema (areas where one is not 
meant to interrupt), he should not be called 
to the Torah. If it is the only Kohen or Levi 
in the shul they may be called during the 
songs of praise (Pesukei D’Zimra). If they are 
in the middle of the blessings of Shema it is 
debated if they should be called, and it is best 
for them to leave the Shul. If they are called, 
they can accept the Aliya. 

When being called to the Torah one should 
take the shortest route to the Bima, if both 
routes are equidistant one should walk to 
their right. When making the blessings the 
person should make them in a loud voice so 
the community can hear. Those that make the 
blessings in a low voice are mistaken. 

The reader of the Torah and the one called 
to the Aliya must stand, and should not even 
lean. Some have a custom that everyone 
stands during the reading of the Torah. From 
when the Torah is opened one should not 
leave the Shul. One is also not permitted to 
talk during the reading of the Torah, even 
between Aliyot. If there is a pressing need 
one may talk between Aliyot. 

There must be ten adult men when reading 
the Torah, six of whom did not hear the 
reading yet. If the reading began with ten 
men and one left, as long as they already 
began the blessing of the first Aliya, they can 
finish without a Minyan. 

When the Torah describes the water in 
Marah it says they could not drink them for 
“Marim Heim” (literally they were bitter.) 
Then Hashem shows Moshe wood to put in 
the water to sweeten it and make it drinkable. 
The Torah is teaching us that the water was 
bitter for they, the Jewish people, were bitter. 
When we have a negative outlook it poisons 
the world around us. The solution is to take 
the wood, Eitz, which can be a reference to 
Torah. When we are connected to Torah the 
bitterness in our life can be transformed to 
sweetness. 

Halacha of The Week
By Rabbi Dov Schochet
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Celebrating Pleasure
Tu B’Shvat: a Mystical 
Interpretation
By David Aaron

The celebration of Tu B’Shvat--the 15th 
of the month of Shevat on the Hebrew 
calendar—is not mentioned in the Bible. The 

oldest reference is found in the Talmud, where Tu 
B’Shvat is called “the new year of the trees.” The 
Talmud ascribes significance to this date only in 
terms of the legal implications of taking tithes 
(10%) from fruits.

About 500 years ago, the Kabbalists revealed the 
deeper meaning of Tu B’Shvat. They taught that 
Tu B’Shvat is an opportune time for rectifying 
the transgression of Adam and Eve. Amazingly, 
just through the simple act of eating fruit during 
the Tu B’Shvat festive dinner, we are able to 
contribute to this cosmic repair (“tikkun”).

But how? How are we “fixing” the transgression 
of Adam and Eve, according to the Kabbalists? 
First let’s explore the transgression of Adam and 
Eve, and then we can understand the mystical 
meaning of the Tu B’Shvat holiday, and why 
eating fruit is the way we celebrate it.

Amazingly, just through the simple act of eating 
fruit during the Tu B’Shvat festive dinner, we are 
able to contribute to this cosmic repair of Adam 
and Eve’s transgression The Torah says that G-d 
put Adam and Eve in the garden “to work it and 
to guard it.” The Jewish oral tradition teaches us 
that this refers to the do’s and don’ts of the Torah. 
The do’s are called the “positive mitzvot” and the 
don’ts are called the “negative mitzvot.” Adam and 
Eve were given very little to do: “eat from all the 
trees of the garden.” And their only don’t--their 
single prohibition—was not to eat fruit from the 
Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. What was 
that about?

The Torah teaches that G-d created the world so 
that we could experience goodness in general, 
and His goodness in particular. Experiencing His 
goodness—-bonding with G-d—-is the greatest 
joy imaginable. G-d empowers us to bond with 
Him by serving His purpose for creation. Just as 
when we do for others, we feel connected to them, 
so, too, serving G-d enables us to bond with Him. 
Ironically, serving G-d is actually self-serving—-
profoundly fulfilling and pleasurable.

If we eat and enjoy the fruits of this world for 
G-d’s sake-—because this is what He asks of us-—
then we are actually serving G-d and bonding 
with Him. We serve G-d by acknowledging that 
the fruits of this world are His gifts to us and by 
willfully accepting and enjoying those gifts.

The root of Jewish life is, in fact, enjoyment—-
the pleasure of connecting to G-d. We connect to 
G-d by serving Him, and this means obeying His 
command to enjoy the fruits of this world.

While in the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve’s entire 
obligation was to enjoy all the lush fruits-—with 
the notable exception of one forbidden fruit. Sure 
enough, they went after that one. This misdeed 
demonstrated their confused orientation to the 
real meaning of pleasure. Rather than seeing the 
fruits as pleasurable because they are G-d’s gifts 
and enjoying them as part of their service to G-d, 
they wanted to partake of them independently of 
G-d-—in fact, contrary to His will.

The Art of Receiving
As already explained, real pleasure is experiencing 
a connection with G-d. We enjoy the ultimate 
spiritual pleasure when we enjoy the physical 
pleasures of this world as part of our divine 
service. Then, the act of receiving and enjoying 
G-d’s gifts to us is amazingly transformed into a 
selfless act of serving G-d.

We can understand now that G-d’s only desire in 
giving Adam and Eve those two mitzvot was to 
give them the ultimate pleasure—-bonding with 
Him. True pleasure was not in the taste of the 
fruits, but in eating and enjoying these gifts from 
G-d. This was the way to serve and connect with 
Him—-the Ultimate Pleasure.

But Adam and Eve misunderstood this. They did 
not see physical pleasure as a conduit to the 
spiritual pleasure of bonding with G-d. Rather, 
they sought pleasure independent of G-d.

This is the root of all wrongdoing: when instead 
of seeing the pleasures of this world as a gift from 
G-d, enjoying them in the service of G-d and using 
them as conduits to a connection to G-d, we seek 
pleasure independent of any connection to G-d. 
In other words, is the pleasure about us, or is the 
pleasure about our relationship with G-d?

There is a fundamental difference between having 
pleasure and receiving pleasure. If we want to 
have pleasure, it doesn’t matter where it comes 
from. Having pleasure is void of any connection 
to a reality greater than ourselves. It is simply a 

selfish desire to experience a particular pleasure 
for its own sake. Receiving pleasure, on the other 
hand, is rooted in the soul’s desire to serve G-d’s 
purpose, which is to receive the ultimate joy of 
connecting to Him.

Adam and Eve ate from the forbidden fruit because 
they were confused about their purpose on earth 
and, consequently, what is truly pleasurable in 
this world. They were clueless about what would 
bring them meaning and joy in life.

Following Adam and Eve’s fatal mistake, G-d 
told them, “Because you ate from the tree that I 
commanded you not to eat from, the earth has 
become cursed.”4 G-d was not punishing the 
earth because of Adam and Eve’s transgression; 
rather He was informing them that their distorted 
orientation towards physical pleasures has 
turned the earth into a source of curse rather 
than blessing for them and for their descendants.

Depending on how we view the physical world, 
it is cursed or blessed. If we look at the physical 
world as a conduit to a connection with G-d, and 
if, as a service to G-d, we gratefully receive His 
gift of delicious fruits, we thereby experience 
His presence and the physical world becomes 
blessed. The physical world then becomes a 
bridge between the human and the divine. But 
if we fixate on the physical, independent of any 
relationship with G-d, and mistakenly perceive 
this world as the source of our pleasure rather 
than as a bridge to G-d, then this world becomes 
a barrier to G-d and a curse for us.

Now that we understand the transgression of 
Adam and Eve, we can begin to appreciate how 
we can contribute to its rectification on Tu B’Shvat.

On Tu B’Shvat, the new sap begins to rise up into 
the trees. And we bring abundance to this process 
when we celebrate Tu B’Shvat.

The Talmud says that more than the baby wants 
to suck, a mother wants to nurse. The mother not 
only gets tremendous pleasure from nursing her 
baby, but the flow of her milk is actually generated 
by its sucking. The more the baby wants to suck, 
the more milk the mother has to give. This 
principle also applies to our relationship to G-d.

G-d wants to give us the greatest of all pleasures, 
which is a connection with Him. But if we don’t 
recognize that to be the greatest pleasure, and 
we don’t want it, then He can’t give it to us. Of 
course, G-d could give it to us, but it would just 
be a waste, because we wouldn’t recognize it for 
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what it is.

The Power of a Blessing
On Tu B’Shvat, we take a fruit, and before enjoying 
it, we recite a blessing: “Blessed are you, G-d ou 
G-d, king of the universe, who creates the fruit of 
the tree.” In other words, “You, G-d, are the source 
of this blessing.” In doing this, we attempt to 
rectify the transgression of Adam and Eve.

An apple is not just an apple; an apple is a blessing. 
Maybe I could believe that apples come from 
trees, but a blessing could only come from G-d. 
If I really contemplate the mystery and miracle of 
the taste, fragrance, beauty and nutrition wrapped 
up in this apple, I see that it’s more than just a 
fruit—it is a wondrous loving gift from G-d. When 
I taste an apple with that kind of consciousness, I 
cannot but experience the presence of G-d within 
the physical. When I recite a blessing before I eat 
and acknowledge it as a gift from G-d, I reveal 
the divinity within it, and the transient sensual 
pleasure of the food is transformed, because it 
is filled with eternal spiritual pleasure. The food 
then feeds not only my body but also my soul. 
However, when I eat without a blessing, it’s as 
if I stole the food. Perhaps it will nourish and 
bring pleasure to my body, but it will do nothing 
for my soul. The soul is only nourished when it 
experiences its eternal connection to G-d.

Tu B’Shvat is an opportune time to celebrate 
how eating and enjoying the fruits of trees can 
be a bridge to G-d, and how it can bring back the 
blessing to the earth.

When we enjoy the fruits of the previous year as 
wonderful gifts from G-d and affirm our yearning 
for G-d’s presence manifest in the fruit, we are 
like a baby sucking its mother’s milk with great 
appetite. We draw forth with great abundance the 
“milk of the earth”—-the sap in the trees rises up 
with great abundance, so that they will bear much 
fruit in the coming year.

Unlike Adam and Eve who sought pleasure 
separate from G-d and who turned physical 
pleasure into a barrier to G-d, we—-on Tu 
B’Shvat-—enjoy the fruits as G-d’s gift and 
experience their pleasure as a connection to G-d. 
In this way we rectify the transgression of Adam 
and Eve. We free the earth from being a curse for 
us—-a barrier to G-d. We transform it into a bridge, 
so that it becomes a wellspring of blessing and 
G-d-given pleasure.

It Once Happened

The wheel of fortune had taken a downturn 
for a once-wealthy Jew who lived in the 
Moroccan city of Rabat. He was forced 

to leave home and wander from city to city 
and town to town, in search of an appropriate 
business opportunity that would enable him 
to support the large extended family that had 
come to depend on him. His faith in the One that 
provides all was strong, but still, the forging of 
the vessel was proving to be difficult.

Finally, after several failed attempts, he 
succeeded in amassing a significant amount of 
money. Now he would be able to return home.

On the way, he passed through the town of Sali, 
which is not far from Rabat. But as it was already 
fairly late on Friday, he figured he had better 
remain in Sali for Shabbat. A good friend from 
his youth whom he had not seen in many years 
lived there, and he knew he would find a warm 
welcome at his house.

Indeed, as soon as his friend saw him, he insisted 
that his surprise guest remain for Shabbos. The 
weary traveler accepted the invitation happily. 
Before candle lighting, he gave his money pouch 
to his host for safekeeping, so that he wouldn’t 
have to worry about it during the Day of Rest.

By Saturday night, the traveler was anxious 
to reach home. Immediately after the close of 
Shabbat, he requested his money pouch back 
from his friend.

“What are you talking about?” denied his host. 
“You never left any money with me.”

The stunned guest could not believe his ears. He 
almost fainted. When he recovered his senses, 
he begged his (former) friend to return to him 
the money he had labored so long and hard for, 
and that was critical to his family’s survival .

The host blew up. “You have some nerve!” he 
yelled. “Aren’t you embarrassed? You slept in my 
house, you ate at my table, and now you dare to 
hurl at me these false accusations!”

Seeing the “righteous” indignation on his host’s 
face, the man realized there was no chance that 
this conniver would admit what he had done 
and give back the money willingly. He decided 
he had better go right away to make a claim at 
beit din (rabbinical court).

The Rabbi of Sali at the time was the famous 
Ohr HaChaim, Rabbi Chaim Ibn Atar. The two 
men went to his house. Rabbi Chaim listened 
carefully to both sides. He then addressed the 
host: “This Jew claims that he deposited money 
with you on the eve of Shabbat. What do you 
say?”

“It never happened,” the man answered glibly. 
“He is making it up and slandering me.”

Rabbi Chaim turned to the hapless guest. 
“Perhaps there was a witness at the time you 
say you handed your money to him?”

The dejected man now felt even worse. “No, 
there was no witness there. Just before Shabbat 
we sat under a tree. That is when I took my 
pouch out of my pocket and gave it to him to 
hold for me until Saturday night.”

“Under a tree? Very good!” cried out the Ohr 
HaChaim excitedly. “Go back and summon that 
tree to be a witness on your behalf!”

The traveler was shocked when it sunk in 
what the Rabbi wanted him to do, but being 
well aware of the Ohr HaChaim’s reputation 
as a miracle-worker he stood up and left the 
house, without questioning the great Rabbi’s 
instructions.

After just a few minutes, the Ohr HaChaim 
remarked, casually, that for sure the man has 
already reached the tree.

“What do you mean, Rabbi?” responded the 
other man spontaneously. “That tree is quite far 
from here.”

With a hard stare right at the man’s eyes, the Ohr 
HaChaim declared: “Give that poor innocent Jew 
his money back, right now!” Seeing the surprise 
on the man’s face, the Rabbi stroked his beard 
and added: “If you didn’t receive the money from 
him under that tree, how is it that you know 
where the tree is?”

The man turned pale. Without saying another 
word, he promptly returned the money that had 
been entrusted to him.

After he finally reached home, the merchant 
utilized most of his hard-earned savings for 
wise investments, and with G-d’s help became 
wealthy again as he had been once before.
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The Rebbe and the Brazilian 
President

Brazil was in the midst of a hotly-
contested presidential election. Among 
the candidates was conservative Jair 

Bolsonaro, a Brazilian politician known as the 
“Trump of Brazil”. He ran under the campaign 
slogan “Brazil above everything and God above 
everyone.” Bolsonaro was stridently anti-leftist, 
anti-socialist, and anti-liberal. Like his North 
American counterpart, Bolsonaro was a strong 
supporter of Israel and the Jews.

A little-known story spanning several decades 
reveals the hidden connection between Brazil’s 
new president and Israel’s prime minister. And 
how together, the two leaders may be designated 
to usher in the Messiah.

The following story was told to Breaking Israel 
News by Rafael Rabinovich, a member of the 
Chabad Lubavitch sect of Hasidic Judaism who 
lives in Brooklyn. Rabinovich heard this story 
directly from the shaliach (emissary) who made 
the connection between the Chabad Rebbe and 
Jair Bolsonaro, the newly inaugurated Brazilian 
President.

This story concerns Rabbi Schneerson, the 
leader of the Chabad Lubavitch Hasidic 
movement. Rabbi Schneerson, known to his 
followers simply as ‘the Rebbe,’ headed a global 
outreach program that is still active today. But 
his followers valued his spiritual guidance 
which sometimes bordered on the prescient.

Approximately 36 years ago, a young man who 
was a member of the Chabad sect went to visit 
the Rebbe at his headquarters in the Crown 
Heights section of Brooklyn. One of the Rebbe’s 
methods for connecting with people was to 
give them a dollar accompanied by a blessing. 
The intention was that the person would give 
charity and retain the actual dollar bill as a 
keepsake from the Rebbe.

This particular young man waited on line and 
when it was his turn the Rebbe asked a few 
questions about him. The young man mentioned 
that he was on his way back home to Brazil. The 
Rebbe gave him a dollar along with a blessing 
and then asked him to wait for a moment. The 

Rebbe got a second dollar bill from his secretary 
and handed it to the young man.

“This is for Brazil,” said the Rebbe. The young 
man took the dollar and clipped a note to the 
bill with the message, “The Rebbe said this is 
for Brazil.”

Upon his arrival, he gave money to charity and 
stored away the dollar bill from the Rebbe with 
the note attached. Oddly enough, though he 
carried the first dollar bill with him at all times, 
he forgot about the bill with the note attached.
Years passed and the young man was ordained 
as a rabbi and got married. The Young man 
became a Chabad emissary in Sao Paulo. As part 
of his duties and to fulfill the mitzvah (torah 
commandment) of visiting the ill, he made 
regular visits to the patients at Albert Einstein 
Hospital in Sao Paulo.

In the year 2018, Brazil was in the midst of a 
hotly-contested presidential election. Among 
the candidates was conservative Jair Bolsonaro, 
a Brazilian politician known as the “Trump 
of Brazil”. He ran under the campaign slogan 
“Brazil above everything and God above 
everyone.” Bolsonaro was stridently anti-leftist, 
anti-socialist, and anti-liberal. Like his North 
American counterpart, Bolsonaro was a strong 
supporter of Israel and the Jews. He appeared in 
public holding an Israeli flag and stated that, if 
elected, his government he would move Brazil’s 
Israeli embassy to Jerusalem, which he openly 
referred to as “the capital of Israel.”

In September, a member of the left-wing 
disguised himself as a supporter and attended 

a rally in Sao Paulo for Bolsonaro. He succeeded 
in getting close to the candidate stabbed him in 
the stomach. Bolsonaro was bleeding profusely 
and the wound, inflicted by a 5-inch knife, was 
life-threatening.

When Bolsonaro boarded the ambulance, he 
was barely conscious but he demanded to be 
transported to Albert Einstein Hospital. The 
paramedics preferred to take him to a hospital 
that was closer, the Hospital Sírio Libanês 
(Syria-Lebanese hospital), a privately owned 
Arab hospital commonly chosen by the country’s 
most senior politicians. But the wounded 
Bolsonaro insisted the ambulance take him to 
Albert Einstein Hospital, believing that a Jewish 
hospital was the only place he would be safe. He 
did not want to risk another attack.

It was later revealed that the attacker was 
affiliated with Brazil’s far-left political party that 
had an openly anti-Israel platform.

Bolsonaro lost a lot of blood and the wound 
was very deep. Initially, the doctors told the 
Bolsonaro children that their father was not 
likely to recover and for several days, his life 
hung in the balance.

A few days after Bolsonaro was admitted to the 
hospital, the Chabad emissary was preparing 
for his regular visit to the hospital. By chance, 
he came across the dollar bill with the note 
attached. Thirty-six years had passed since he 
received it from the hands of the Rebbe. He 
tucked the bill in his pocket and went to the 
hospital. When he arrived, he was surprised at 
the numerous security guards patrolling the 

Recently In The News



17

Inspiration, Insights & Ideas
Bringing Torah lessons to LIFE!

halls. When he was informed of the reason for 
the heightened security, he understood that this 
had been the intention of the Rebbe so many 
years ago; that the dollar bill make its way 
into the hands of the man who was to be the 
president of Brazil. Thus, the dollar bill would 
be for all of Brazil and not just for one person.

As one of the rabbis affiliated with the hospital, 
he was able to get security clearance and visit 
the presidential candidate. For the first time 
since the attack, Bolsonaro was alert and sitting 
up. He was weak but insisted on making a video 
thanking the doctors and hospital personnel 
for helping him through this. He received the 
visiting rabbi and accepted the dollar from the 
Rebbe.

Shortly thereafter the patient took a definite 
turn for the better. He was out of danger and 
on his way to recovery. The doctors informed 
Bolsonaro’s family that he was recovering even 
faster than expected. He was going to be able to 
return to his political activities. And so he did.

While recuperating at home, Bolsonaro won the 
first round of elections. In the second round, he 
won a landslide victory. Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu attended Bolsonaro’s 
inauguration.

Rabinovich, originally from Chile, told Breaking 
Israel News that Bolsonaro’s first name, Jair, is 
from the Hebrew name ‘Yair’, meaning “the one 
who brings light.”

The two heads of state got along famously, as 
well they should since they have a powerful 
hidden connection. Netanyahu first visited the 
Rebb in 1984 when he was the newly appointed 
Israeli Ambassador to the UN. Before Netanyahu 
returned to Israel in 1988 to join Likud, he visited 
the Rebbe again. The Rebbe gave him advice 
which proved to be at least partly prophetic.

“You will fight with 119 people,” presaging the 
coalition troubles that are plaguing the prime 
minister to this day.

Later, the Rebbe confided in Rabbi David 
Nachshon, a close friend of then-Prime Minister 
Netanyahu.

“It really pains me, as a friend, as a brother, as 
a close friend, to see how people constantly 
spill Netanyahu’s blood,” Rabbi Schneerson told 
Nachshon. “But I have a surprise for you, he’s 
going to come out of it, and he’ll stand tall, on 
G-d’s side. He has a promise from the Rebbe, and 
he’s going to make it through this. We’ve seen it 
happen up to now, and that’s how it’s going to be 
now as well. He will make it through this, and he 
will continue, and I hope he’ll be able to hand 
his keys over to Moshiach (the Messiah), and 
we’ll have the complete and true Redemption.”
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Le chant de Myriam
L’intensité féminine du “Cantique 
de la mer”
Adapté des enseignements du Rabbi de 
Loubavitch par Yanki Tauber
Merci à  MeaningfulLife.com

Et Myriam, la prophétesse... prit le tambourin 
dans sa main ; et toutes les femmes la 
suivirent avec des tambourins et des danses.

Et Myriam les appela : Chantez pour D.ieu...

Exode 15, 20-21

Nous ne chantons pas quand nous avons peur, 
quand nous sommes désespérés, endormis ou 
après un repas trop lourd. Nous chantons quand 
nous nous rapprochons de quelqu’un que nous 
aimons, quand nous espérons des temps meilleurs, 
quand nous célébrons un accomplissement ou 
attendons une révélation.

Nous ne chantons pas quand nous sommes 
contents de nous. Nous chantons quand nous 
aspirons à quelque chose ou quand nous avons 
goûté à la joie et grimpons dans les cieux.

Le chant est une prière, l’engagement de s’élever 
au-dessus des petitesses de la vie et d’adhérer à 
la source. Le chant est la quête de la rédemption.

Le Midrache relate dix chants importants 
dans l’histoire d’Israël, dix occasions où notre 
expérience de la rédemption trouva son 
expression dans la mélodie et les paroles. Les 
neuf premiers furent les chants qui retentirent la 
nuit de l’Exode d’Égypte (Isaïe 30, 29), le Cantique 
de la Mer (Exode 15, 1-21), le Chant du puits 
(Nombres 21, 17-20), le chant de Moïse quand il 
eut accompli l’écriture de la Torah (Deutéronome 
31-32), le chant par lequel Josué arrêta le soleil 
(Josué 10, 12-13), le chant de Dvorah (Juges 5), 
le chant du roi David (Samuel II 22), le chant 
d’inauguration du Beth Hamikdache (Psaumes 
30) et le Cantique des Cantiques du Roi Salomon, 
exprimant l’amour entre le marié Divin et son 
épouse Israël.

Le dixième chant, poursuit le Midrache sera le Chir 
‘Hadach, le « nouveau chant » de la rédemption 
ultime, une rédemption qui sera entière et 
absolue, une rédemption qui annihilera toute la 
souffrance, l’ignorance, la jalousie et la haine de 
la surface de la terre. Une rédemption qui prendra 
de telles proportions que l’impatience qu’elle 
suscite et la joie qu’elle apporte requièrent un 

« chant nouveau », un vocabulaire musical tout 
à fait original, pour pouvoir capturer la voix de 
l’ultime aspiration de la Création.

Le Cantique de la mer
Le chant de rédemption le plus célèbre des 
dix est Chirat Hayam, le « Cantique de la mer » 
chanté par Moïse et les enfants d’Israël quand ils 
eurent traversé la Mer Rouge. Nous récitons ce 
chant chaque jour dans nos prières du matin et le 
lisons publiquement à la synagogue deux fois par 
an: le septième jour de Pessa’h (l’anniversaire du 
miracle de la Mer Rouge) et un Chabbat d’hiver, 
dans le cours des lectures hebdomadaires de la 
Torah, un Chabbat qui se distingue donc avec le 
nom: Chabbat Chirah, le « Chabbat du Cantique ».

Le « Cantique de la mer » glorifie D.ieu pour la 
rédemption miraculeuse d’Israël quand Il ouvrit 
la Mer Rouge pour eux et noya les Égyptiens 
qui les poursuivaient. Il exprime le désir d’Israël 
que D.ieu les guide vers leur pays et repose 
Sa présence sur eux dans le Saint Temple. Il se 
conclut avec une référence à la rédemption 
ultime quand « D.ieu règnera à jamais ».

En fait, « le Cantique de la mer » présente deux 
versions, une version masculine et une version 
féminine. Quand Moïse et les Enfants d’Israël 
eurent chanté leur chant, Myriam la prophétesse, 
la sœur de Moïse, prit le tambourin dans sa 
main; et toutes les femmes suivirent avec des 
tambourins et des danses. Et Myriam les appela: « 
Chantez à D.ieu, car Il est le plus Saint; le cavalier 
et son cheval, Il les a jetés dans la mer... »

Les hommes chantèrent, puis les femmes 
chantèrent, jouèrent du tambourin et dansèrent. 
Les hommes chantèrent leur joie devant la 
délivrance, chantèrent leur aspiration à une 
rédemption encore plus parfaite, mais quelque 
chose manquait. Une dimension que seule une 
femme pouvait apporter...

Le sentiment et la foi
Myriam, la sœur aînée de Moïse et d’Aharon, 
suscita et dirigea ce « Cantique de la mer », 
Myriam qui avait été appelée « amertume » (mar 
en hébreu signifie « amer ») parce qu’au moment 
de sa naissance, le Peuple Juif était entré dans la 
phase la plus difficile de l’exil égyptien, Myriam 
qui, lorsque le nourrisson Moïse avait été placé 
dans une corbeille, sur le bord du Nil, « se tenait, 
l’observant pour voir ce qu’il adviendrait de lui » 
(Exode 2, 4).

Car c’était Myriam qui, avec son puits profond de 
sentiment féminin, éprouva dans toute sa réalité 
l’amertume de l’exil. Ce fut Myriam, avec son 
aptitude féminine à l’endurance, à la persévérance 
et à l’espoir, qui se tint, seule, pour observer la 
petite vie tendre qui fuyait dans une corbeille au 
bord de la rivière monstrueuse. Et ce fut encore 
elle, dont la vigilance devant ce qui allait devenir 
et devant sa mission envers son peuple, qui ne 
faillit jamais.

L’image de cette jeune femme cachée dans 
l’épaisseur des buissons au bord du fleuve, animée 
par l’espoir de la rédemption, persévérant en dépit 
de l’amertume de l’exil dans son cœur, n’est pas 
sans évoquer l’image d’une autre Matriarche qui 
observe : Ra’hel. Comme le Prophète Yirmiahou 
le décrit, c’est Ra’hel qui, dans sa tombe solitaire 
sur le chemin de Beth Lé’hem à Jérusalem, pleure 
sur la souffrance de ses enfants en exil. C’est elle, 
plus que les Patriarches ou les leaders d’Israël, 
qui ressent la profondeur de notre douleur. C’est 
son intervention devant D.ieu qui, après que la 
leur ait échoué, apporte la Délivrance.

Myriam et son chœur apportèrent au « Cantique 
de la mer » l’intensité du sentiment et de la 
profondeur de la foi spécifiques aux femmes. 
Leur expérience de l’amertume de l’exil avait été 
beaucoup plus intense que celle des hommes 
et pourtant leur foi avait été plus forte et plus 
durable. Ainsi, leur aspiration à la rédemption 
avait été beaucoup plus poignante. Et c’est 
également pour cette raison que leur joie, lorsque 
celle-ci se réalisa, et leur aspiration à ce qu’elle 
soit définitive s’exprimèrent avec encore plus 
d’intensité par les tambourins et les danses.

Aujourd’hui
Le grand Kabbaliste, Rabbi Its’hak Louria (le Ari 
Zal) écrit que la dernière génération avant la 
venue de Machia’h sera la réincarnation de la 
génération de l’Exode.

Aujourd’hui, alors que nous nous tenons au seuil 
de la rédemption ultime, ce sont à nouveau les 
femmes, dont le chant est le plus poignant, dont 
le tambourin est le plus porteur d’espoir, dont la 
danse est la plus joyeuse, dont l’aspiration pour 
la venue de Machia’h est plus forte que celle des 
hommes, qui sont porteuses de la mélodie de la 
rédemption.

French Connection
Reflexions sur la Paracha

Vivre avec la paracha
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Las aguas de la discordia - El 
precio del liderazgo
Por Yanki Tauber

Uno de los pasajes más enigmáticos en la Torá es 
la historia de las “Aguas de la Discordia”, que como 
consecuencia de ella, Di-s decretó que Moisés 

moriría en el desierto y no entraría a la Tierra de Israel...

Cien generaciones de estudiosos de la Torá, empezando 
con el propio Moisés y continuando con los Sabios del 
Midrash, los comentaristas bíblicos y los maestros 
Jasidicos, lidiaron con este misterioso capítulo. Mientras 
hablamos, alguien está escribiendo un artículo sobre la 
Parashá, que busca alguna explicación del evento, o por 
lo menos, una lección que derive de ella.

Pero primero los hechos (narrados en Números 20:1-
13):
Luego de viajar durante cuarenta años en el desierto, 
el pueblo de Israel llega a Kadesh, en el desierto de 
Zin, en la frontera de la Tierra Prometida. No hay agua, 
la gente está sedienta, y como suele suceder en tales 
circunstancias, se quejan a Moisés. No es una linda 
escena. “¡Ojala hubiéramos muerto cuando murieron 
nuestros hermanos delante de Di-s!”, exclaman con 
rabia. “¿Por qué trajiste a este desierto a la congregación 
de Di-s, para que muriéramos aquí, nosotros y nuestro 
ganado? ¿Por qué nos hiciste salir de Egipto, para 
traernos a este cruel lugar?”

Moisés apela a Di-s, Quien le indica “toma tu vara y 
reúne al pueblo, tú y Aarón, tu hermano. Y le hablarás a 
la roca a la vista de todos, y ella dará su agua”.Cuando 
todos se reunieron frente a “la roca”, Moisés se dirigió a 
ellos: “¡Escuchen, rebeldes! ¿Podemos hacer que brote 
agua de esta roca para ustedes?” Moisés alzó su mano y 
le pegó dos veces a la piedra con su vara. El agua brotó 
abundantemente, y bebieron la comunidad y el ganado.

Luego de lo cual Di-s le dice a Moisés y a Aarón:”Por 
no haber confiado en Mí, para santificarme ante los 
Hijos de Israel, como consecuencia no llevarán esta 
congregación hasta la tierra que Les he dado”.

¿Qué es lo que hizo mal Moisés? ¿Cuál fue el pecado 
que garantizó tan severo castigo?

Los comentaristas estudian el texto para encontrar 
pistas. Rashi (Rabi Shlomo Itzjaki, 1040-1105) hace 
notar que Di-s le ordenó a Moisés hablar a la piedra, 
mientras que Moisés la golpeó. Por lo cual fracasó en 
“santificarme ante los Hijos de Israel” (hacer brotar 
agua con palabras habría sido un milagro mayor).

Maimónides (Rabí Moshe ben Maimón, 1135-1204) 
tiene una explicación diferente: El fracaso de Moisés 
fue haberse enojado y hablarle duramente a la gente 
(su tono tipo “¡Escuchen, ustedes alborotadores!”).

El maestro jasídico Rabí Levi Iitzjak de Barditchev 
(1740-1810) tiene una visión interesante de esto: 
“Las explicaciones de Rashi y Maimónides”, dice Rabí 

Levi Itzjak, “son dos caras de una misma moneda. Un 
tzadik no sólo es el líder de su pueblo, sino también 
su maestro. Estos dos roles se entrelazan, el último 
deriva del primero. Si la relación de un líder con su 
gente es amorosa y armoniosa, entonces el mundo 
físico, también, ofrece sus recursos de buena gana 
para cumplir su objetivo. Pero si su influencia se logra 
a través de duras palabras de reproche, entonces 
encontrará necesario luchar con la naturaleza a cada 
instante e imponer severamente su deseo en el mundo 
físico”.

Najmánides (Rabí Moshe ben Najmán, 1194-1270) 
encuentra dificultad en ambas explicaciones: ¿Si 
Moisés no tenía que golpear la piedra, argumenta, por 
qué Di-s le ordenó que llevara su vara? La Torá repite 
este hecho, enfatizando “Moisés tomó la vara que estaba 
delante de Di-s, como Él se lo había ordenado”. A la luz 
de las instrucciones de Di-s a Moisés, en una ocasión 
anterior, para extraer agua de una piedra golpeándola 
(ver Éxodo 17:6), ¿no era razonable para Moisés, asumir 
que la vara serviría una función similar también en 
este caso? (A menos que Di-s estuviera planeando algo 
para él- más sobre esto, en un momento.) En cuanto 
a la explicación de Maimónides, hubieron otros casos 
en que la Torá nos dice (más explícitamente que en 
este caso) que Moisés se enojó, y al parecer con menos 
justificación. ¿Si no se decretó castigo en esos casos, 
por qué ahora sí?

Najmánides ofrece su explicación: Moisés se equivocó 
al decirle a la gente “¿Podemos hacer que brote agua 
de esta roca para ustedes?”, palabras que podrían 
implicar que extraer agua de una piedra es algo que 
Moisés hace, en lugar de Di-s. Desde el momento en 
que un líder asume una identidad propia y sus logros 
se atribuyen a él personalmente, en el momento en que 
deja de asumir la identidad colectiva de su pueblo y 
su relación con Di-s, en ese momento, el líder fracasa 
en su rol. (Najmánides encuentra fundamento a su 
explicación en las primeras palabras de Di-s a Moisés: 
“Porque no confiaste en mí...” —implicando que esto fue 
una falta de fe, en lugar de un lapso de desobediencia 
o cólera.)

Pero hay un común denominador en éstas y las muchas 
otras explicaciones ofrecidas por los comentaristas: 
la inferencia de que cualquiera fuese el problema, en 
realidad no era el problema. Básicamente, Di-s está 
conduciendo a Moisés a un tecnicismo. En sus diálogos 
con Di-s, Moisés se da cuenta y, de hecho, se lo dice: 
“¡Me embaucaste!”.

El texto apoya su lamento. Cuarenta años antes ocurrió 
el incidente de los “espías”. La generación que salió de 
Egipto y recibió la Torá en Sinai, se evidenció vacilante 
e incapaz de avanzar hacia la próxima fase del plan de 
Di-s: Entrar y tomar posesión de la Tierra Prometida. 
En ese momento, la Torá narra que Di-s decretó que la 
generación entera (todos los varones mayores de 20 
años) moriría en el desierto. Con la sola excepción de 
dos hombres. “Salvo Caleb hijo de Iefuné y Ioshua hijo 

de Nun” (los dos espías que se resistieron al plan de sus 
diez colegas—Números 14:30).

Moisés, que deseaba entrar a la Tierra Prometida con 
cada fibra de su ser, no fue culpable del pecado de los 
espías, por lo cual tiene que haber algún otro motivo. 
Ya que “con el justo, Di-s es igual de justo”, no es posible 
encontrar un motivo. Pero Di-s ya había determinado 
40 años antes, que la generación entera- Moisés y 
Aarón incluidos-no entrarían a la Tierra Prometida. 
“Éste es un plan que ideaste contra mí”, cita el Midrash 
cuando Moisés le habla al Omnipotente.

De hecho, ¿por qué? ¿Si Moisés fue inocente del pecado 
de su generación, por qué se decretó que compartiría 
su destino? Hay un llamativo Midrash que narra la 
siguiente parábola:

A un pastor se le encomendó el rebaño del rey para que 
lo alimentara y cuidara, y el rebaño se perdió. Cuando 
el pastor quiso entrar al palacio real, el rey le negó la 
entrada. “Cuando el rebaño que se te confió se recupere, 
tu también, serás admitido.”

El plan original era que los 600,000 que Moisés sacó 
de Egipto debían entrar a la Tierra Prometida. Pero esa 
generación pereció en el desierto. “Tú eres su líder”, le 
dijo Di-s a Moisés, “su destino es tu destino”.

Este mensaje esta implícito en las palabras de Di-s 
a Moisés inmediatamente después de que golpeara 
la piedra: “... como consecuencia no llevarán a esta 
congregación hasta la tierra que Les he dado. De este 
Midrash se deriva: “esta congregación” no la harás 
entrar; “esa congregación”, si. “Esta congregación”- la 
generación que Moisés confrontó a la piedra-no era 
la generación de Moisés. Su generación se murió en el 
desierto.

“Cuando ellos entren a la Tierra Prometida”, le dice 
Di-s a Moisés- y lo harán cuando la última redención 
redime todas las generaciones de la historia—”tú los 
conducirás”.

Clases en Espanol

Porcion Semanal
Rabbi Shea Rubinstein

Lunes 8:45 pm - 9:45 pm
Analisis de distintos temas basados en la Perasha  

Rabbi Shlomi Halsband
Miercoles 8:30 - 10:00 pm
Domingo 8:30 - 10:00 pm

(Para Mujeres)
Sra. Vivian Perez

Martes 1:15 pm - 2:50 pm
Miércoles:  1:15pm - 2:50 pm
Jueves: 11:00 am - 12:00 pm

198 Park Dr. Bal Harbour
Por favor llamar al 305.213.3202

para confirmar

Latin Link
Reflexion Semanal

Parasha de la Semana

Clases y Eventos



26

In A Woman’s World
Issues of relevance to the Jewish Woman

Women’s Mikvah:
Please call Mrs. Devorah Failer for an 

appointment: 305-866 1492 or 
305-323-2410

Please Note: Shabbos & Yom Tov visits must be Prepaid

The Shul Sisterhood
 

Who we are...
The Shul Sisterhood organizes all of The Shul’s programming 
and classes geared toward women in the community. Our 
objective is to bring women of all ages and backgrounds 
together to learn, laugh, experience, and rejuvenate their mind, 

body and soul. Meet new friends,
relax and get inspired!

  If you would like to be a part of The Shul Sisterhood, 
please call 305. 868.1411

Monday
Women’s Study Group  Rebbetzin Chani Lipskar        8:30 - 10:00  pm
At the home of : Dr. Rita Steiner
10155 Collins Avenue Apt. 1806 Bal Harbour
Tuesday
Prayer Class  Rebbetzin Chani Lipskar                       9:15 - 10:15  am
1111 Kane Concourse Suite 618     

Tanya Class In Spanish Mrs. Vivian Perez                   1:15  -  2:50  pm
198 Park Drive, Bal Harbour Village

Wednesday
Morning Torah Class      Rebbetzin Chani Lipskar    10:00  - 11:00 am
The weekly portion - Women’s Perspective
Haime Library

Tanya Class in English   Mrs. Vivian Perez                1:15  -  2:50  pm
198 Park Drive, Bal Harbour Village

Thursday 

Women’s Tanya Class – Spanish – Mrs. Vivian Perez

Call Vivian for details – 305.213.3202

WEEKLY CLASSES

ASIAN SESAME GUACAMOLE WITH 
WASABI POTATO CHIPS 
JAMIE GELLER

INGREDIENTS

1 large russet potato, sliced into thin rounds
2 tablespoons Kikkoman® Sesame Oil
2 teaspoons kosher salt, divided
2 teaspoons wasabi powder (optional)
3 ripe avocados
½ cup chopped scallions
2 tablespoons Kikkoman® Wasabi Sauce
1 tomato, finely diced
2 tablespoons lime juice

PREPARATION

Preheat oven to 400°F. Line a sheet pan with parchment 
paper.

Toss potatoes with sesame oil, 1 teaspoon salt and 
wasabi powder. Arrange potato slices, in a single layer, 
on prepared sheet pan. Bake for 12 to 15 minutes, until 
golden brown. Set aside to cool.

Mash avocado, scallions, wasabi sauce, tomato, 
lime juice, and remaining 1 teaspoon salt to desired 
consistency. Taste and adjust seasoning.

Serve with wasabi potato chips. 
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Networking
Effective Advertising

PLEASE READ ONLY 
AFTER SHABBOS

Raquel Sragowicz  Cell: 305.588.2481  
Email: raquelsold@aol.com

Richard Sragowicz Cell 305-333-0183

Bay Harbor Islands For Sale:
Riva Waterfront 3 Beds/ 3.5 Baths- Fully 
Decorated by Artefacto. 2,347 Sq Ft 
$1,350,000. Motivated Seller.

10000 Plaza Unit PH25 for sale: Large 2 Beds/2.5 Baths 1480 sq ft.  
$381,500

Income Property : 1040 94th St.  4 Units- Rented- 2 beds/ 2 baths + den 
11250 sq ft Lot. $1,650,000.

Bay Harbor Islands For Rent:
Ten Thousand Plaza: 2 Beds/2.5 Baths 1480 sq ft. washer/dryer inside. 
$2100/month

Surfside For Rent:
Surfside Towers PH1506: 3 Beds/3.5 Baths 2060 sq ft. Ocean and City 
views. $3500/month

Surfside For Sale:
Marbella Unit 408: 3 Beds/2.5 Baths 1863 sq ft. Remodeled. $950,000 
(Call Esther at 786-683-2244)

Joel S. Baum
  Financial Treasurer

__________________________________
_

Financial Advisor
Income Tax Preparation

(954) 899-1712
TheTaxPro999@gmail.com

305.903.2850 text or call

nancy@nancybatchelor.com
office 305.329.7718

ULTRA-CHIC ON THE OCEANFRONT
9601 COLLINS AVE #601 | NEW PRICE $1,860,000

3BR / 2.5BA / RARE 2,260 SQ. FT. / OCEANFRONT/ STEPS TO SURFSIDE SHOPS, 
BAL HARBOUR SHOPS & HOUSES OF WORSHIP / MOTIVATED SELLER

#WalkwithRMG to find where you belong.
With over 40+ years knowledge of Miami and the unique experience of watching the 33154 
zip code evolve, mature, and come full circle, I know Bal Harbour, Bay Harbor Islands and 
Surfside.  If you’re looking to buy, sell, or rent your home, call me today.

Renée M. Grossman
Real Estate Advisor

305.804.4302
renee@reneeMgrossman.com

PAID ADVERTISEMENTS DO NOT CONSTITUTE ENDORSEMENTS BY ANY RABBIS OR THE SHUL. THE SHUL RESERVES THE RIGHT TO ACCEPT OR REGECT ANY AD SUBMITTED.
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Networking
Effective Advertising

PLEASE READ ONLY 
AFTER SHABBOS

PAID ADVERTISEMENTS DO NOT CONSTITUTE ENDORSEMENTS BY ANY RABBIS OR THE SHUL. THE SHUL RESERVES THE RIGHT TO ACCEPT OR REGECT ANY AD SUBMITTED.

Sarah Sheridan
Global Real Estate Advisor

ONE I Sotheby’s International Realty
305-527-6888

SSheridan@OneSothebysrealty.com
www.SarahSheridan.com

Bal Harbour:
Balmoral- Unit 11B-2/3 Direct Ocean front corner, 1984 sq ft, Redone including new impact windows- $2.3M
8Z- Direct Ocean view and corner unit, 1984 sq ft, with new impact windows- Asking $2.5M
Unit 14U- 2/2 1688 sq ft, ocean and city views-Reduced to $1.2M
Unit 10P- 2/2 1688 sq ft with Ocean views-$975K
Unit 9H- 2/2 1688 sq ft with ocean views- $900K

Bal Harbour “101”- Unit 410- Best priced corner 3/3.5 3300 sq ft unit, recently reduced $100K- Now $1,479,000
New to the market- Unit 503 2/2.5 all redone with Southern views- $1.700,000

Bellini-Unit 904- 3/4  plus den- Recently reduced to $2,450M
Unit 2004- 3/4 with wrap balcony- $3.5M

Kenilworth- Unit 302- 3/2.5 23 2325 sq ft. Least expensive corner unit all redone- $1.5M

The Plaza Bal Harbour- Units 815 and 202. Both 1/1’s. Least expensive in the area- $328K and $335. 

Bay Harbor Islands Townhouse- 10207 W. Bay Harbor Dr. 4/4 with rooftop jacuzzi, impact windows and doors. $899K

Silvia Olivera
Global Real Estate Advisor

One Sotheby’s International Realty
  :786-303-0262

  Silviamolivera@gmail.com
  www.SilviaOlivera.com

9101 E. BAY HARBOR DR., 
UNIT #506
BAY HARBOR ISLANDS, FL 33154

1,353 SF   |   3 BEDROOM, 3 BATHROOM   |   $439,000
CORNER UNIT   |   PRIME LOCATION   |   MOTIVATED SELLER

CALL ROCKY 954-937-4366 OR HOPE 954-608-2421
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Board of Trustees
Sidney Feltenstein - Chairman
Simon Falic
Matias Garfunkel
Ambassador Isaac Gilinski 
Jaime Gilinski
Max Gilinski
Saul Gilinski
Sam Greenberg
Abel Holtz 
Mike Izak

Alberto Kamhazi
Shmuel Katz M.D.
Leo Kryss
Rabbi Sholom D. Lipskar
Lazer Milstein
Michael Perez
Ryan Shapiro
Claudio Stivelman
Morris Tabacinic

Albert Pollans - President
Jaime Gilinski  
David Lichter
Rabbi Sholom D. Lipskar
Monroe Milstein - Treasurer

Steven M. Dunn - Chair
Devorah Leah Andrusier
Janice Barney
Joel Baum
Maurice Egozi
Henry Eichler
Mitchell Feldman
Daniel Gielchinsky
Jacob J. Givner

Evelyn Katz
Rebbetzin Chani Lipskar
Rabbi Sholom D. Lipskar
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar
Orit Osman
Marc Sheridan
Daniel Sragowicz
Cynthia Stein
Eric P. Stein

Rabbi     Rabbi Sholom Lipskar  Ext 311
Associate Rabbi   Rabbi Zalman Lipskar  Ext 345
Rabbi’s Executive Assistant  Ms. Lydia Hasson  Ext 311
Rebbetzin    Rebbetzin Chani Lipskar 305.992.8363
JLAC / Adult Ed/ Singles  Rabbi Shea Rubinstein Ext 342
CYS College / Kolel   Rabbi Dov Schochet  305.790.8294
Accounting    Mrs. Geri Kelly   Ext 341
Controller    Mrs. Janice Barney  Ext 318
Events / Office Manager  Ms. Milena Liascovitz  Ext 328
Director of Events and Marketing Mrs Devorah Leah Andrusier Ext 339
Youth Director    Rabbi Shaykee Farkash Ext 329
Operations / Maintenance  Rabbi Shlomi Katan  Ext 319
Reception / Accounts Payable  Mrs. Mindy Natoli  Ext 0
Mikvah     Mrs. Devorah Failer  305.323.2410
Pre-School Director   Mrs. Chana Lipskar  Ext 325
Sephardic Minyan   Chazan Shimshon Tzubeli 305.865.4205 
Hebrew School / Editor  Mrs. Aurit Katan  786.382.9006
Hashkama Minyan   Mr. Lazer Milstein  305.349.3040
Mashgiach    Mr. Mordechai Olesky  786.262.9115 

Foundation Trustees

Board of Directors

Executive Committee

Contacts at The Shul 305.868.1411

Numbers to know

Shul Gaboim

Mr. Andrew Roth
Mr. David Portnoy

Rabbi Henry Eichler
Mr. Ettai Einhorn

Mr. David Ben-Arie
Mr. Seth Salver

Steven M. Dunn - President
Mitchell Feldman - Vice President
Rabbi Zalman Lipskar VP Development
Eric P. Stein - Treasurer
Joel Baum - Associate Treasurer
Dovid Duchman - Secretary
Carolyn Baumel
Max Benoliel
Eli Dominitz
Boruch Duchman
Velvel Freedman
Eli Freund
Bruce Gelb
Ighal Goldfarb
Sam Greenwald

Jerrod M. Levine
Rabbi Sholom D. Lipskar
Alexander Matz
Lazer Milstein
Ezzy Rappaport
Eliott Rimon
Brian Roller
Seth Salver
Daniel Shapiro
Ryan Shapiro
Michael Tabacinic
David Wolf
Jose Yankelevitch
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Daily Study
A complete guide to all classes and courses offered at The Shul

DAILY CLASSES

The Rebbes’ Maamorim 6:20 - 6:50 am
PHL 101 PHL-301 PHL-501 Rabbi Z. Lipskar
Daf Yomi    7:45 - 8:45 am
TXT-220 Rabbi  Dov Schochet
Chok L’Yisrael - Sephardic      8:45 am
Reb Shimshon Tzubeli
Chassisdic Discourses 10:15 - 11:00 am
 PHL-322   PHL-510 Rabbi S. Rubinstien
Community Kollel (Men) 8:00 - 9:30 pm
(Monday & Thursday) LAW-154
Shul Rabbis & Kolel

SUNDAY

Daf Yomi   9:00 am
TXT 220  Rabbi Dov Schochet
Tanya - Sichos    8:00 - 10:00 pm
PHL-322 Rabbi  Shlomo Haltzband

MONDAY

In Depth Chumash 1:30 pm
TXT-110  Rabbi Dov Schochet
Insights to our Torah Portion 
(Spanish)   8:45 - 9:45 pm
PHL-120 Rabbi S. Rubinstien
Women’s Study Group 8:30 - 10:00 pm
TXT-110  Rebbetzin Chani Lipskar
Mrs.  Dr. Rita Steiner
10155 Collins Avenue Apt. 1806 
Bal Harbour
 

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

Senior Torah Academy 12:00 - 1:00 pm
Pirkei Avot  ETH-101  Rabbi Dov Schochet

Women’s Torah Portion Class 
(Spanish)   1:15 pm - 2:50 pm
TXT-110 Mrs. Vivian Perez
198 Park Drive, Bal Harbour Village 

Women’s Morning Torah Class
10:00 - 11:30 am
TXT-110  Rebbetzin Chani Lipskar 
Chassidic Discourses   (Men & Women)
11:30 - 12:30 pm
PHL-320  PHL-501  Rabbi Sholom D. Lipskar 
or Rabbi Zalman Lipskar
Tanya Class - English   1:15 - 2:50 pm
PHL-120 Mrs. Vivian Perez
198 Park Drive, Bal Harbour Village
Spanish Kolel - Chassidus    
8:00 - 10:00 pm
PHL-301  Rabbi  Shlomo Haltzband

Parsha  (Men & Women)
11:15 am - 12:00 pm
TXT-501  Rabbi S. Rubinstien
Senior Torah Academy   (Men & Women)
12:00 - 1:00 pm
TXT-120   Rabbi Dov Schochet
(Main  Sanctuary) Book of Judges - Years 2780 -2835  

Women’s Tanya Class (Spanish)   
11:00 am - 12:00 pm
PHL-320 Mrs. Vivian Perez 
Call Vivian for details - 305.213.3202

NUMERIC CODES INDICATE 
CYS COLLEGE COURSES

VISIT WWW.CYSCOLLEGE.ORG 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

ALL CLASSES LOCATED 
AT THE SHUL

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED



A beautiful morning was spent on the beach path and at Shul as men, women and children ran the 2nd annual 5k to 
raise money for education. The run was followed by activities and delicious, healthy food at The Shul

The Shul Yud Shevat Farbrengen with Rabbi Dovid Eliezri




