
Dear Religious School Families,  

 

Hineini. Here I Am. These are the words Abraham uttered when God said, Lech Lecha. 

Go forth. Go to the land that I will show you. Hineini. Here I Am. These are the words, 

Moses uttered as he encountered the burning bush and heard God’s call. So, too, do I 

say, Hineini. Here I Am. Hineinu. Here we are. Just like our forebears, we could never 

have imagined the journey we are on at this very moment. These are uncertain times, 

and yet here we are.  

 

“We are Beth El, and so are you.”  

 

We embarked on a new journey together as a Religious School and as a community on 

Wednesday, March 18th, as our children’s Jewish and Hebrew learning moved online. 

We moved from our quaint classrooms in our building to Zoom meetings. Our children 

learned to virtually raise their hands, answer questions in chat boxes, and we all 

navigated the challenges of muting and unmuting ourselves. Through it all, my goal has 

been to keep our kids connected, and from what I see in their classrooms each Sunday 

and Wednesday, this is the case.  

 

We can’t know for sure what next year will look like, but what we know for sure is that 

Beth El’s Religious School will continue. Your kids will get to see their friends and their 

teachers. They’ll have new experiences to help them “think, feel, and do” Jewish.  These 

mifgashim, times together, and experiences they have may or may not be in person. As 

we’ve learned this spring, online learning doesn’t lessen the value and connection our 

kids can have with each other, with their teachers, with their madrichim, and with Beth 

El.  

 

At this moment in time, there are three possible options for what Religious School will 

look like next Fall; 1) In-Person Learning, 2) Hybrid Learning: Partly In-Person, Partly 

Online, and 3) Online Learning. More detailed plans will be released over the Summer. 

We will re-evaluate whatever plan is put in place by mid November to determine our 

course of action for the Spring semester. Any decision to open up the Religious School to 

in-person instruction or events will be made in partnership with our Executive Director, 

Adam Wallach, our clergy team, and our lay leadership. Know that our families’ health 

and safety is our primary concern as we navigate the many factors and decisions that go 

into opening our building.  

 

 

 



 

 

Regardless of which plan is put into place, we will begin the year on August 30, 2020 

and conclude on May 23, 2021. The RSY Team and I have made the decision that 

Religious School will begin before Labor Day due to the loss of Sundays for the High 

Holidays. We are concluding the year before Memorial Day in an effort to be more in 

line with other Religious Schools in our area, most of which end prior to or right after 

Mother’s Day.  

 

The RSY Team also approved a change in our tuition breakdown which combines tuition 

and fees that are usually separated on our tuition form into one round sum. 

Additionally, tuition has been standardized by early elementary, elementary, middle, 

and high school. The B’nei Mitzvah and Confirmation fees did increase in order to cover 

costs associated with tutors and Confirmation activities. This decision was made prior to 

the pandemic, and we recognize that some of our families may be struggling. If you have 

questions, concerns, or are experiencing financial hardship, please reach out to Rabbi 

Bailey at bromano@bethelhebrew.org or to our Executive Director, Adam Wallach at 

awallach@bethelhebrew.org.  
 

If we do move to online learning, we will be providing all of our families with learning 

supplies for each of their children enrolled in the Religious School. These will take the 

place of the supplies we would normally purchase for in class instruction and enable our 

teachers to know what supplies our kids have at home. Our learning time will also 

increase, and we will be adding small group Hebrew level learning. I believe that these 

additions will ensure that your students are provided with the best possible Religious 

School experience during this crazy time and beyond.  

 

Our Religious School is still growing and evolving. Part of this evolution is our teen 

program being piloted this year. Through Netzer, our teens will get to experience new 

ways of being and doing Jewish both with their grade cohort and with their fellow teens 

in 8th-12th grade. They will have the opportunity to enjoy canteen (pizza, candy and 

drinks), attend core classes, electives, participate in social justice initiatives, and go on 

adventures together as a community. We are, for the first time, in a long time, offering 

our program to our 11th and 12th graders, who we encourage to continue their Jewish 

learning and living in meaningful ways after Confirmation. They will have the unique 

opportunity to meet with the clergy once a month at Starbucks for conversations on hot 

topics, current events, and Jewish texts, while also participating in our electives, social 

justice, and the community components of our program. (Please see the Teen Program 

letter for more information)  
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Community is more important now than ever before. We know that it takes a village to 

raise a child, and we, at Beth El, are your village. We are your community. “We are Beth 

El, and so are you.” Hineini. Hineinu. Here I am, and here we are. We may be online, we 

may be in person, and we may be a mix of both. But, above all we are a sacred 

community, and we will continue to find meaning and belonging in our lives as 

individuals, as a school, and as a community together.  

 

With all of this said, Religious School Registration is now open! Below you will find a list 

of links that will give you more information about next year and assist you with the 

registration process. 

 

1. Registration Directions 

2. Teen Program Pilot  

3. Tuition Information  

4. Important Dates 

 

 

If you have any questions at any point, feel free to reach out to our School 

Administrator, Ronit Goldstein at rgoldstein@bethelhebrew.org or myself at 

bromano@bethelhebrew.org.  
 

 

Stay safe, and take care. I can’t wait to see all of your lovely faces again in person or 

online next Fall.  

 

Have a good Summer!  

Rabbi Bailey  
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