
Dear Families,
This year, 2021-2022, was the first year our Netzer Teen Program was in person at Beth

El. Netzer was developed in partnership with parents, teachers, teens, and the RSY team. We had
three Teen Program meetings in the Spring and Summer of 2020 which led to the creation of the
program. Netzer was developed to provide our teens with more opportunities and time to learn
together with teens both in their cohort and beyond. Netzer seeks to address the needs of our
students to socialize, deepen their learning about Judaism and how it applies to their lives,
engage in hands on learning, pursue social justice, choose their modality of learning, learn with
peers of other age groups, serve the community, learn after Confirmation, and to go on
adventures together. We hope that 2022-2023 will be an even truer representation of our hopes
for what Netzer can be with the advent of more trips and speaker engagements.

This year we’re going to move into year three of Netzer, responding to student and parent
feedback to ensure the best and engaging program for all of our teens in 8th-12th grades. Please
look out for more updated information on the order of Mercaz (core), Taglit (elective), Tikkun
(social justice), and Kehillah (community) classes/programs. We are looking forward to taking
the kids on more trips around the DMV both to learn in a hands-on way and to better connect
with their Judaism.

We’ll kick off the year with a Netzer Orientation meeting on Sunday, August 21 from
10-11am. Netzer will begin on Sunday, September 11, 2022 from 12:30-1:45pm and end on
Sunday, May 14, 2023. Please note that there is no attendance policy for 8th-9th, or 11th/12th.
We understand that our teens are busy. We recommend, however, that they attend at least 3
sessions per month.

We will be offering Canteen on Sundays from 12-12:30pm with an option to purchase
pizza, a drink, and snacks. Occaisonally, we’ll have other special lunch options for your teens to
pre-order. More information will be shared leading up to Netzer.

Madrichim and Mitzvah Corps:
We love our Madrichim (8th-10th graders). They do such important work, and we want them to
be able to deepen their learning of leadership and teaching by serving in their placements during
the Religious School Day. With this in mind, Madrichim and Mitzvah Corps students will serve
in their placements from 10AM-12PM on Sundays AND/OR 6:00-7:45PM on Wednesdays.
Both Madrichim and Mitzvah Corps students are expected to be at their placements 15 minutes
before classes begin, and to let their teachers or placement directors know they will be absent via
text or e-mail at least 24 hours prior.

Our 8th graders are highly encouraged, but not required, to apply to be Madrichim or in the
Mitzvah Corps. They may attend our Teen Program regardless of whether or not they serve the
community on Sunday mornings. Our 9th-12th graders are encouraged to be involved in
Madrichim or Mitzvah Corps. Eight Grade Madrichim and Mitzvah Corps students can receive



service hours for their work. Students in 9th-12th grade will have the option to take service hours
or to be paid a small stipend per semester.

Teaching Assistants:
Our teaching assistants are very important at Beth El. Our 11th and 12th grade TA’s lead
breakout groups, plan parts of lessons, and often take on one on one tutoring opportunities. Our
TA’s are paid monthly for hours worked and are required to sign in to be paid.

Netzer Program Overview:
The Teen Program for 8th-9th and 11th-12th will be divided into 4 types of sessions:

1) Mercaz-Core Classes (2)
2) Taglit-Electives (1)
3) Tikkun- Social Justice
4) Kehillah- Community Building and Youth Group

Confirmation (10th Grade)
Confirmation will be attended weekly unless there is a Kehillah event.
A separate e-mail will be sent with Confirmation details.

Mercaz-Core Classes (Grade Level)
Fall                                        Spring

8th Grade         Comparative Judaism           Moving Beyond Tolerance

9th Grade        Comparative Religions          What is my Israel Story?

10th Grade      Confirmation                          Confirmation

11th/12th         Coffee with Clergy:                 Coffee with Clergy:
Hot Topics, Current Events     Hot Topics, Current Events
You ask. We answer.               College Bound.

Taglit-Electives (Mixed Grades)**
Students will be able to sign up for at least 2 electives per year (elective offerings subject to
change)
Confirmation does not participate in Taglit.

1. Eipho HaKitah? Modern Hebrew Speaking
2. Two Jews, Three Opinions: Debate
3. Jewish Art



4. Board Games and Jewish Values
5. Jewish Food Around the World
6. Jews and Sports

**Offerings will depend on interest

Tikkun (Mixed Grades)
8th-9th and 11th-12th graders come together to learn about major issues facing our world today.
When having a speaker

Kehilah (Mixed Grades-Community Time or Youth Group Activity)
Students will join together for a fun social activity either as part of the Teen Program or through
BEFTY.

Cost:
8th Grade $675
9th Grade $675
10th Grade $675 *Confirmation Fee $500
11th/12th Grade $350**Sometimes includes coffee and donuts!

What does your tuition pay for?
1. Teachers
2. Guest Speakers and Facilitators
3. Materials and Activity Fees
4. Snacks to eat during class.

*Canteen is additional


