
Dear Religious School Families,

For much of the last two years, we’ve wandered through the wilderness. Like our

ancestors, we didn’t have a map to provide directions to the promised land. What we did

have, was faith. I’ve thought a great deal about faith this year, because so much of

everything we’ve had to do and navigate this year has depended on it. We had to believe

that we would make it through, and that somehow we’d navigate the wilderness

together. We needed to have faith that there would be a vaccine, and that one day we

could hug our parents and grandparents again, and that one day our kids would go back

to school in person.

This year, I continued to have faith in our families, our kids, our teachers, our

madrichim and TA’s. I had faith that we could gather together outside to learn and grow

as individuals and as a community, and we did. We continued to learn online with new

formats and curricula, and we were blessed to be able to come together in person as a

part of our Tent: Outdoor Jewish Learning and Living Program.

And, through Netzer, our teens got to experience new ways of being and doing Jewish

both with their grade cohort and with their fellow teens in 8th-11th grades.

As the world slowly but surely begins to reopen, we don’t know for sure what next year

will look like, but, what we know for sure is that Beth El’s Religious School will continue

to thrive. Your children will get to see their friends and their teachers, and they’ll have

new experiences to help them “think, feel, and do” Jewish.  These mifgashim, times

together, will, God willing, be in person. Our Hashiveinu: Return to School Taskforce

and the RSY Team are working diligently with the Reopening Committee to see how we

can do this safely and equitably while also ensuring that children and families who

cannot be in person are able to participate as important members of our community. We

hope to announce our Return to School plan at the end of July or beginning of August.

Regardless of whether we’re in person outside, outside and online, outside and in the

building with an online option, etc., we will begin the year on September 12, 2021 at

Burke Lake for outdoor Religious School and Tashlich and conclude on May 22, 2022.

If you have questions, concerns, or are experiencing financial hardship, please reach out

to Rabbi Bailey at bromano@bethelhebrew.org or to our Executive Director, Liz Beyer at

lbeyer@bethelhebrew.org.

With all of this said, Religious School Registration is now open! Please go to our website

at: www.bethelhebrew.org. Click Learning, scroll down to religious school and then click
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registration. There you will find all the information you will need to register your

child(ren).

If you have any questions at any point, feel free to reach out to our School

Administrator, Ronit Goldstein at rgoldstein@bethelhebrew.org or myself at

bromano@bethelhebrew.org.

Stay safe, and take care. I can’t wait to see all of your lovely faces again next fall.

Rabbi Bailey
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