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Rabbi’s Remarks 

Beth El Bulletin September 2017 

T 
HE HIGH HOLIDAYS. They 

are really early… they are so 

late! Well, this year they are 

right on time… as they are every year 

if one goes by the Hebrew calendar. 

This same predicament is in a way 

reflected in our approach to these sacred days. We look at 

them as a time of reflection, a time to examine the past 

year with candor and honesty, trying to evaluate our ac-

tions, attitudes, and relationships. Then we look to the 

future, formulating resolutions that will guide us and in-

fluence our behavior through the year to come.  

Somehow between looking backward and ahead, we 

sort of miss right now. The present! Similar to the dash 

on a gravestone between the date of birth and date of 

death, the simple dash which actually represents all that 

is really important.  

How we got to where we are is one thing. Truthfully 

examining where we are now is another. The process that 

our tradition encourages us to undergo around the High 

Holidays includes this self-examination. It demands that 

we ask ourselves searching questions, questions that 

many of us would rather not ask of ourselves. Are we 

compassionate enough? Patient enough with those we 

love and with those whom we don’t? Do we think before 

we speak, do our words hurt unnecessarily because they 

were said in anger and out of pain? Are we sometimes 

abusive even though that is certainly not what we intend-

ed? Are we the victims of punishment and abuse that no 

living being should experience? 

Year after year we read through the liturgy of confes-

sion in our prayer books. Do we take the time to reflect 

upon the implications of those lists of “sins” or do we 

merely intone the words while thinking about something 

else, anything other than whether they indeed do apply to 

us? 

The month of Elul followed by Rosh Hashana, the 

Yamim Nora’im, and Yom Kippur are set aside for us to 

undertake this kind of self evaluation. As with any prac-

tice of teshuva, repentance, it is first and absolutely nec-

essary for one to acknowledge that one has the problem 

before one can begin to do something about it. Only 

when we admit our failings can we begin to change, and 

it is only by examining who we are right now that the 

process can begin. 

Asking for forgiveness is part of the change. Gently 

encouraging those we love to share their hurt and for us 

to try to understand how we may have directly or indi-

rectly caused that pain, takes teshhuva to a much higher 

level and ultimately allows us to fulfill the dictum of not 

repeating the hurtful cycle. That is true repentance ac-

cording to our Jewish tradition. 

However, it is o equally important to give ourselves 

credit for the things we are doing right. A self congratula-

tory pat on the back is a healthy counter to the tendency 

to beat ourselves up over all the wrongs we have done. 

Acknowledging the good that we have done is just as 

important, for it encourages us to do more of the same as 

opposed to wallowing in self-inflicted misery. 

As we go through this process year by year, hopefully 

we detect some progress. In the meantime, let us be care-

ful not to be too severe on ourselves, but rather feel good 

about how far we have come. And when we recognize 

that the effort we put into teshuva has moved us ever 

closer to sh’leimut, wholeness, that will indeed be a yom 

tov, a good day. 

 

L’shana tova tikateivu 

Brett 

Renaissance Group 

B 
Y POPULAR DEMAND, the Renaissance Group 

will have another Wine Country Safari and potluck 

dinner on Sunday, Oct. 8.   

The second  event will be a hike led by Don and Susan 

Davis on Sunday, Oct. 15. Information on these events will 

be sent to Renaissance Group members via email. 

Details on other events will be provided when dates are 

confirmed. 

For more information, contact Linda at lindav@cox.net. 

Linda Vogel 

Culture Club 

Labor Day!  Rosh Hashana!   Yom Kippur!   Such a 

busy September!  Too busy to fit in Culture Club. 

Mark your calendars for Friday, 

Oct. 27 -- hint:  think real news! 

Meryl Goldhammer  

mailto:lindav@cox.net
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I 
T FEELS LIKE just yesterday I was driving to Beth 

El, en route from Chicago, excited to unpack my 

office and start a new journey with a wonderful new 

synagogue. Somehow I am starting my fifth year at 

Beth El.  Wow.  Five years.  F.I.V.E. years??  I simply 

can't believe that.  In some ways it feels like I just 

joined the community yesterday.  Yet in other more pro-

found ways, it does indeed feel like to me that I have 

been here forever.   

There is always something new happening at Beth 

El. We always have new members to welcome, new 

programs to present, new people to meet and new expe-

riences to share. This  keep us vibrant and makes our 

community always exciting.     

Having shared this period of time at Beth El though, 

I now understand what clergy mean when they talk 

about what its like to live with a community and grow 

together.  I have found deep value in getting to know 

long-time Beth El members and those members of our 

community who, through their leadership, have helped 

to build this synagogue into what it is today. The pass-

ing of time allows relationships to become more real, 

more authentic, and for me, immensely more meaning-

ful.  I have been a part of countless Bat/baR mitzvahs, 

baby namings, Shabbat and holiday services, and the list 

goes on an on.  Within each of these moments are fami-

lies, each with their own stories, and each with relation-

ships that Beth El hopes to foster and enrich.  Within 

each of these families, are friendships that I have been 

fortunate to witness and be a part of.     

If there is anything constant at Beth El, though, a 

synagogue with a rich, more-than-150-year history, it is 

that change and continuity are always in the air, living 

together simultaneously.    

This period of time we find ourselves in is no differ-

ent.   

We will shortly begin religious school and the Bar/

Bat mitzvah cycle of services will 

soon begin.  The rhythm of the year 

will shortly commence with our high 

holiday services.  This year has a 

somewhat different feel because we 

know we are beginning the process of 

saying l'hitraot (see you soon!) to our 

beloved Rabbi Brett Isserow. Please note, we say "See 

you soon" and not "Goodbye!" 

I have worked in numerous synagogues, both as can-

tor and student cantor, and with countless rabbis - but I 

have never worked with anyone like Rabbi Isserow.  In 

fact, I hesitate to even use the word "work." Collaborat-

ing, creating. and learning from, are words that more 

accurately reflect the relationship that I have been 

blessed to be a part of.     

This year will be filled with opportunities to share 

our gratitude with Rabbi for his presence in our lives 

and his wise way of guiding us with Jewish wisdom and 

tradition. Make sure you express your love and appreci-

ation.  I know that I will.   

At the conclusion of this year, we will welcome a 

new rabbi into our community.  This rabbi will bring 

their own strengths, own interests, and own sense of 

tradition.  They will bring their own blessings to our 

community.  Don't forget though, we will not be starting 

a new journey, but instead, continuing a much older 

one, started long before any of us were members of 

Beth El.  Ultimately, we are all inheritors of the com-

munity that was built by those who came before us, 

more than 150 years ago.    

I pray for all of us that this year be a year of growth, 

a year of friendship, and a year of appreciation, a year 

of renewal, and of course, a year of peace.     

l'shana tovah.  
— Cantor Kaufman 

Sukkot Luncheon 

S 
UKKOT is a Hebrew word meaning "booths" and refers to the remembrance of when the Jewish people dwelled 

in temporary booths or huts in the desert. Sukkot, like so many other Jewish holidays, began as an ancient agri-

cultural festival, marking the beginning of the fall harvest.  We are commanded to dwell in our sukkah for seven 

days, including eating and, in some traditions, sleeping just as our ancestors did in the desert and during the harvest 

season.  

Please join us for the first day of Sukkot at services beginning at 10:30 am on Oct. 5.  You are cordially invited to 

dwell in the Beth El sukkah for a dairy pot luck lunch.  Please call Jeanette Astrow at 703-451-7007 or email her at 

jlastrow@verizon.net to RSVP and to coordinate food items.   

All are welcome to attend.  In case of rain, lunch will be served inside. 

mailto:jlastrow@verizon.net
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President’s Point of View 

F 
IRST, let me wish you all a sha-

na tovah, may your days be 

filled with family and apples and 

honey. I don’t know how many of you 

subscribe to the URJ’s Ten Minutes of 

Torah emails. The Torah portion for the week of Aug. 

4/5 really caught my eye. First, I thought it sounded fa-

miliar. It turns out I was right, it was Darci’s Bat Mitz-

vah portion. What fascinated me, however, was what 

this portion said to me about leadership. I hope you 

agree that it is worth sharing.  

Va’etchanan begins with the reminder that Moses 

continued to pray and implore God to let him into the 

Promised Land. Knowing that it was not to be, he looks 

toward the land of Israel and instructs the Israelites on 

how to behave when they get there. What follows is the 

proclamation “Here O Israel, the Lord is our God, the 

Lord is one,” which we know to be the words of the 

Shema, the v’ahavta, and the commandments.  

How people face disappointment is a matter of char-

acter. Everyone faces rejection and disappointment at 

some point in his or her life. I think there are three reac-

tions to disappointment and rejection. One possible re-

action to disappointment is to completely disengage, 

either passively “well okay, but I’m not going to lift a 

finger to help” or more aggressively, as in “if I can’t get 

my way, I’m going to take my ball and go home.” A 

second reaction is the self-interest reaction, “okay I’m 

not happy, but I’m not going to burn my bridges either.” 

Moses’s reaction, the third and most noble, shows his 

development as a true leader. He sets aside his disap-

pointment and prepares the Jewish people for the life 

that he is being denied. He commands the Israelites to 

love and worship God, who just happened to be the 

source of his disappointment. He tells them to follow 

their new leaders, and he reminds them of how God 

wants them to treat each other. In short, he tells them 

what will make them successful. And then he steps 

aside.   

We have an excellent example in our own communi-

ty. Someone rather churlishly asked me how the Rabbi 

could participate in Board activities and provide assis-

tance to the committee tasked with finding his replace-

ment. The answer is very simple, “Rabbi Isserow is a 

class act.” He loves this congregation and having 

reached the point when he is stepping aside, he is doing 

everything he can to ensure that we, like the Israelites, 

have a bright and successful future. 

You will have these choices in your life. Many of 

you have expressed strong opinions about what our new 

Rabbi should be. Some of you may be disappointed. I 

encourage you to take this less from Va’etchanan and be 

like Moses. Bear your disappointment with grace, stay 

engaged, and continue to help Beth El be a success. You 

could do worse than in challenging times, considering 

“what would Moses do.” 

— Julienne Bramesco 

Beth El Bulletin September 2017 

WRJ/Brandeis Book and Author Fundraiser 

W 
E’RE BACK by popular demand! Beth El Hebrew WRJ and Brandeis National Committee of NOVA will co

-sponsor a book and author fundraiser on Sunday, Oct. 29 from 2 to 5 pm at Beth El.  We are joining forces 

once again to bring you an exciting afternoon with the extra benefit of raising money for our organizations’ 

worthy causes.  Proceeds will benefit the youth of Beth El and the Brandeis National Committee Scholarship Fund. 

Our own Robert Siegel, from NPR’s All Things Considered, will be the moderator, and member Paula Whitacre 

will be one of the authors featured. The other panelists are Marvin Kalb, renowned American journalist, and Michael 

Takiff, presidential biographer. 

Book sales and signing will be available. 

Refreshments will be provided before and after the program..  

Cost is $25 per person ($23 is tax deductible) if received by Oct. 23, 2017.  

Your check is your reservation.  Cost at the door is $30 per person by cash or 

check ($23 is tax deductible). Please send your check, payable to BE-WRJ to: 

Women of Reform Judaism, 3830 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA 22304  

If you have any questions, please email wrjhospitality@gmail.com. 

mailto:wrjhospitality@gmail.com
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B 
ETH EL has as a core mission Jewish education. 

The Religious School, with the support of the 

congregation, does its best to implement this im-

portant mission. I was recently asked what I believe are 

the goals of the Religious School. This is set forth in the 

RS Mission Statement and our Essential Learning Goals. 

In addition, I believe the following are an extension of 

these goals.   

 Increasing a student’s bond to Beth El, their Jewish 

friends, the Jewish Community, and Israel.  

 Increasing a student’s understanding of their Jewish 

identity via our history, culture, and Jewish values. 

 Enhancing a student’s ability to understand their con-

nection with God. 

 Enhancing a student’s ability to find a sense of spirit-

uality. 

 Strengthening a student’s understanding of the abso-

lute relevancy of Judaism to their everyday lives 

My request is that you consider how you can help our 

Jewish educators attain these goals. Below are some sug-

gestions:  

 Enroll in the Greater Washington Jewish Federa-

tion’s online course to train laypersons to be involved 

in the classroom. 

 Volunteers with to work our stu-

dents who need assistance due to 

learning or a physical disability. 

 Become involved with our seventh 

grade intergenerational program 

where adults share their life experi-

ences with our seventh grade students through discus-

sion and cooking.  

 Volunteer to substitute or teach in the Religious 

School. 

 Volunteer to help chaperone youth activities. 

 Join the Religious School and Youth Committee. 

These are only a few of the ways that you can help our 

future by working with our students.  

If you want to be engaged in any of the above activi-

ties, or you have other ways that you believe you can con-

tribute, please email me at bsmith@bethelhebrew.org or 

call me at 703 370 6644. 

I look forward to hearing from you in the New Year. 

 

L ’Shana Tova, 

Barry Smith 

Director of Religious Education 

bsmith@bethelhebrew.org 

Get Involved with Religious School 

Beth El in Your Neighborhood 

T 
HANK YOU, Ilene Reiter and Linda Waller for hosting the Springfield area event on Aug. 13.  Twelve Beth El 

congregants got together for good food and conversation. 

Our next neighborhood coffee will be in the Fairfax area in October.  Watch for more information 

We are continuing to organize other Beth El in Your Neighborhood events in different geographic locations where 

you will have the opportunity to meet and schmooze with your neighbors at a home in your neighborhood. If you are 

interested in hosting or attending such an event, please contact me.   

Thank you to the many members that have agreed to host a coffee so that we can continue these events through next 

year.   

 

Ruth Folkman 

rmfolk@mac.com 

mailto:bsmith@bethelhebrew.org
mailto:bsmith@bethelhebrew.org
mailto:rmfolk@mac.com
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O 
VER THE COURSE of the next several 

months, readers will be introduced to members 

of the Brotherhood Board. We are a multigen-

erational group, ranging from our 40s to our 70s. Some 

of us are empty-nesters, while others have children just 

beginning their Beth El Religious School experience.  

Our careers span (or have spanned) federal government 

work, international hire, private sector occupations, and 

self-employment. Board “resumes” include a breadth of 

Beth El volunteerism that is truly remarkable. Each 

member’s reason for being part of the Brotherhood 

Board is a personal story—one that each will attempt to 

convey in the few words available through future Bulle-

tin columns. 

Judy and I have been Beth El members since 1989, 

with now-adult children who began their Beth El educa-

tion in preschool and continued through confirmation. I 

am still employed at the National Science Foundation 

(meaning I am not yet retired), responsible for compil-

ing statistics on the nation’s research expenditures. 

While my Beth El volunteerism covers a gamut of ac-

tivities (including being president in 2005-2009), it is 

Brotherhood that now provides me with my greatest 

sense of congregational belonging. Brotherhood activi-

ties offer opportunities for (mostly male) friendship and 

camaraderie. They afford me multiple chances to help 

out and contribute to my synagogue home. I like joining 

with friends to build a sukkah or assist in a Purim carni-

val. It’s great to leave work behind and come and listen 

to a Brotherhood-arranged speaker or attend an inter-

faith dinner. I actually enjoy spending a Saturday after-

noon serving food and bussing dishes for one of our 

member’s catered events. Not everyone’s idea of fun; I 

get that. But the team effort to make these events hap-

pen is truly satisfying and rewarding. And it feels great 

knowing that all proceeds from our free labor go to sup-

port numerous worthwhile Brotherhood causes. 

Although Brotherhood catering had no events sched-

uled during most of the summer, we still were quite 

busy preparing for the year to come. In July, several 

folks gathered for a catering “spring cleaning” of all our 

pantries, closets, freezers, and fridges. A huge thank-

you to Joel Bernstein, Jake Gallun, Quinn Jennings, 

Annette Kilian, Matt Mutterperl, Sue Rabin, Jeffrey 

Sachs and Bob Shaver. To learn more about Brother-

hood’s catering services, please contact us at  

catering@bethelhebrew.org.  

Look to future articles to learn about our valuable 

Board volunteers and what Brotherhood means to them: 

Vice-presidents, Jeffrey Sachs (liaison to catering), 

Stuart Davis (membership; national programs), and 

Ron Sturman (program events; youth scholarships); 

Treasurer, Roberto Mosse; Secretary Matt Mut-

terperl; Members-at-large, Joel Augen, Todd Cohn, 

and Jeremy Flachs; and Immediate past president, 

Roger Smith. 
If you agreed to pay your Beth El dues via direct 

deposit, you may not have been given the opportunity to 

pledge your support for Brotherhood. Please mail in 

your FY2017-2018 Brotherhood membership gift of 

$36 or $54 (your choice) to: Beth El Brotherhood, 3830 

Seminary Road, Alexandria Virginia 22304. 

 

John Jankowski 

Brotherhood President 

brotherhood@bethelhebrew.org 

Brotherhood News 

Communal Clean-Up 

mailto:catering@bethelhebrew.org
mailto:jaugen@hotmail.com
mailto:brotherhood@bethelhebrew.org


 

 

Upcoming WRJ 

Activities 

 Sep. 6 – WRJ Meeting 

 Sep. 9 – Paid-Up Member Event 

 Sep. 10/24 – Knitting 

 Sep. 24/25 – Carpenters Shelter cooking and serving 

 Sep. 30 – Break Fast after Ne’ilah service 

 Oct.1 – WRJ sukkah on the bimah decoration 

 Mah Jongg – Tuesday/Thursday/Sunday 

Assistance All Year from 

the Caring Community 

Committee 

T 
HE CARING Community Committee and its cadre of 

volunteers do not take time off in the summer.  

Rides are provided, meals are prepared and delivered, 

visits are made, assistance is given at shiva minyans and all 

the other helpful services provided by the CCC continue 

throughout the year. 

If you could use a helping hand or a listening ear, contact 

the office at 703-370-9400, or CCC Chairperson Ruth  

Perlstein at 703-978-9341 or rperl8607@gmail.com and Ruth 

will take it from there. 
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S 
UMMER HAS flown by and the High Holy Days 

are ushered in by Elul which began on Aug. 23. 

Elul serves as a time of teshuva (return) and re-

newal - a time to re-center our spiritual selves and our 

interactions with others. WRJ begins its return with our 

Paid-Up Member event on Sep. 9 from 1-3 pm and an 

opportunity to schmooze with familiar faces and reach 

out to someone new while enjoying a nosh. Your invita-

tion and membership form should have arrived to your 

mailbox. Admission is free with a paid membership to 

WRJ which will be accepted at the door. RSVP by email 

WRJhospitality@gmail.com or call Ruth Folkman @ 

703.566.5419. 

Our WRJ board meetings are open to all WRJ mem-

bers and are usually held the first Wednesday of the 

month at 6 pm. Sep. 6 is our next meeting. We welcome 

you to attend and encourage you to be as involved as 

you would like to be. This may be for one event or 

more. No matter what your skills, we would love to 

have you join us. Please e-mail us at WRJhospitali-

ty@gmail.com or call Jeanette Astrow @ 

703.451.7007.  

Right around the corner are the High Holy Days. On 

Saturday, Sep. 30 following the Yom Kippur Ne’ilah 

service, WRJ invites you to a congregational potluck 

break fast. We will sponsor the bagels and cream cheese 

for the meal. Sara Deshong and Michelle Coon will 

coordinate the RSVPs. Full details can be found in a 

WRJ News 
separate announcement within this newsletter. On Sun-

day, Oct. 1, from 10 am to noon we’ll be decorating the 

beautiful sukkah on the bimah. If you would like to vol-

unteer, please e-mail us at WRJhospitality@gmail.com 

or call Linda Shapiro @ 703.931.5979. 

Please join us during Sukkot in friendship and hospi-

tality as we gather with the women of our local inter-

faith community on Saturday, Oct. 7 from 2-4pm. Please 

bring your friends to join us. RSVPs can be se nt to 

WRJhospitality@gmail.com.  

Corrections and changes: The Book & Author Event 

date was misstated in the August WRJ article. The cor-

rect date is Oct. 29. The date for our Simply Mahj event 

has been moved from Dec. 10 to Nov. 19 due to a con-

flict with the URJ Biennial being held in Boston. The 

Chanukah lunch and dinner will remain on Wednesday, 

Dec 6 as previously planned. 

 

Save the date:  

 Dec. 3 – WRJ Mid Atlantic District Area 4 Day 

hosted by BEHC WRJ 1-3:30 pm 

 May 20 – Book Event with Dina Gold author of 

Stolen Legacy: Nazi Theft and the Quest for Justice 

–cohosted by WRJ/Brandeis 

 

L’shana tovah umetukah (To a good and sweet year), 

Jeanette Astrow 

WRJ President 

mailto:rperl8607@gmail.com
mailto:WRJhospitality@gmail.com
mailto:WRJhospitality@gmail.com
mailto:WRJhospitality@gmail.com
mailto:WRJhospitality@gmail.com
mailto:WRJhospitality@gmail.com


 

 

Branding Beth El 

S 
INCE STARTING at Beth El Hebrew 

Congregation just over one month 

ago, I have already met so many 

wonderful people from the congregants 

to the clergy and staff. I am so happy to 

be here and look forward to helping the congregation 

move forward. One thing I have been thinking a lot about 

is branding. 

Branding means so much more than changing our 

logo. For Beth El Hebrew Congregation, branding can 

help us tell our story. For current and prospective mem-

bers, It will answer the question, “Who are we?” While 

Beth El is a very warm and accepting community, that 

description just scratches the surface. 

From my perspective, having recently joined this con-

gregation, we have a history that is worth celebrating. We 

are the torch bearers of Judaism in northern Virginia da-

ting back to 1859. We have persisted through Civil War, 

two wars that engulfed the planet in chaos, and the Great 

Depression. Our congregation has witnessed so much his-

tory and continued to thrive as a Jewish community. This 

is something we can build on! 

As the torch bearers of Judaism, we share a responsi-

bility to this remarkable congregation. Just as all those 

who have come before us to worship here, we must en-

sure that Beth El continues to be a beacon of our faith in 

perpetuity. There are so many opportunities to give… 

You can donate your time to any number of committees. 

Supporting the Permanent Endowment Fund and/or any 

of the other fundraising campaigns is a huge help. Joining 

a social action campaign shows the larger community 

who we are. 

I look forward to seeing you all during the High Holi-

days! Be well! 

 

Adam 
awallach@bethelhebrew.org  
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Break the Fast with 

Beth El! 

I 
F YOU ARE looking for a great Break we’ve 

got just the one for you! 

Join your Beth El family after the Ne’ilah ser-

vice on Yom Kippur for a dairy potluck on Sept. 

30. Bagels and cream cheese will be provided by 

WRJ. Please RSVP how many will be joining us 

and what dish you are bringing to Sara Deshong at 

sararose0409@gmail.com or Michele Coon 

mjcoon95@gmail.com.If you are available to help 

set up please let us know as well. 

We look forward to seeing you and hope you 

have an easy fast.  

Mitzvah Opportunity 

D 
O YOU HAVE a free hour on an occasional basis 

that you could devote to brightening the life of a fel-

low congregant? Really – just one hour! 

The Caring Community Committee frequently learns of 

members who are homebound or rehabbing in a convalescent 

facility, lonely and hoping for short visits from those who can 

bring them contact with the outside world. The CCC main-

tains a list of volunteers who are willing to bring cheer to a 

member of the congregational family from time to time, but 

the list is in need of expansion to ensure that all needs can be 

met.  

Will you be helping to build community if you sign up? 

Yes, you will, but when making a visit you will also find that 

you will truly enjoy fulfilling this mitzvah. Contact CCC 

chair Ruth Perlstein today at 703-978-9341 or 

rperl8607@gmail.com. 

Early Alert — Save the Date! 

Rabbi Isserow’s Retirement Gala 

Saturday Evening, June 16, 2018 

mailto:awallach@bethelhebrew.org
mailto:sararose0409@gmail.com
mailto:mjcoon95@gmail.com
mailto:rperl8607@gmail.com


 

 

JCCNV–Beth El ECLC Registration Is Open!! 
 

Our Early Childhood Learning Center offers part time and full time options  

for children who will be 2, 3, or 4 by Sept. 30.  

Our full-time toddler program accepts students from 16-23 months.  

The ECLC is licensed by the State of Virginia and is open to all members of the community. 

 

For more information or to set up a tour,  

please contact Director Dina Backer at 703-537-3084. 

Give your preschooler the gift of great learning experiences, new friends and lots of fun! 
 

Only a few spots left! Do not delay! 
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B’nei Mitzvah 
Alexis FuBao Colton 

September 2, 2017 

Alexis FuBao Colton is an 8th grad-

er at Francis C. Hammond Middle 

School in Alexandria. Originally 

from the Sichuan Province, China, 

she has spent most of her 13 years 

living in Alexandria. She has en-

joyed traveling with her parents to 

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; visiting her 

aunt Esther in Berlin, Germany; and 

sightseeing in Paris, France.   

She loves listening to music, 

reading, and spending time with her 

cat, Olive.   

Alexis will serve as a classroom 

assistant at the Jewish Community 

Center of Northern Virginia for her 

mitzvah project.  

Thank you to all at Beth El who 

have supported her and helped her 

to reach this milestone.   

Aaron Jupiter Kopp 

September 23, 2017 

Aaron Jupiter Kopp attended a 

Spanish immersion elementary 

school and is now an honor student 

at Carl Sandburg Middle School in 

Fairfax County.   

As an avid boy scout, Aaron 

likes to spend his weekends camp-

ing, kayaking, and hiking in the 

great outdoors with his friends. 

Along with enjoying listening to 

music, Aaron plays the baritone in 

the school concert band. Reading 

books, writing, and illustrating sto-

ries are also among his passions. 

Alana Cohen 

September 16, 2017 

Alana Cohen loves to cook, play 

with her dog, and play sports. Some 

of the sports she enjoys are basket-

ball, mountain biking, soccer, and 

crew. She loves to be with her fami-

ly and friends at home or doing fun 

events. She is an honor student at 

George Washington Middle 

School.  
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WRJ Social Action  
NORTHERN VIRGINIA DIAPER BANK: Once again 

WRJ will support the Northern Virginia Diaper Bank dur-

ing the High Holidays. You can deposit you donations of 

diapers and wipes in the Social Action collection bin lo-

cated in the Beth El lobby, or bring them with your food 

donations at Yom Kippur, Sept. 29-30.  All diaper sizes 

are needed, but the larger sizes are in greatest demand. 

Families with children in need often rely on Federal 

programs such as Food Stamps; the Special Supplemental 

Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children 

(WIC); and the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Pro-

gram (SNAP).  However, these benefits cannot be spent 

on diapers and wipes.  Diapers are a constant, expensive, 

basic necessity for every child, and can cost as much as 

$120 a month.  If a family can not afford an adequate sup-

ply of diapers, their child is put at a very real risk for 

health problems.   

Thank you all for your continuing support of the 

Northern Virginia Diaper Bank!!! 

 

ALEXANDRIA TUTORING CONSORTIUM: This 

year, we will again partner with the Alexandria Tutoring 

Consortium (ATC) to provide reading tutors for kinder-

gartners and first-graders in Alexandria City schools.  The 

program has changed a bit from past years, and now has a 

new coordinator — Karen White.  The school year for 

tutors runs from the end of October until May.  There are a 

number of schools in the city that use the ATC reading 

tutors.  For locations and additional information on the 

program, see the ATC website:   

http://www.alexandriatutors.org   

Tutoring generally involves spending 30 minutes twice 

a week with a student.  Tutoring can be “shared” so that a 

single volunteer only tutors once a week.  Literacy is criti-

cal to success in school, and ATC has demonstrated suc-

cess in achieving literacy benchmarks for young students. 

If you think you might be interested in tutoring for the 

2017/18 school year, please visit the website above, or 

contact the Program Director, Karen White, at 703-629-

2016.  You can apply for a tutoring position on-line right 

now! 

 

Janet Garber 
garberj123@gmail.com 

703-256-7988 

Making MAJYK! 
 

W 
E ARE HAPPY to announce an exciting 

upcoming event: Beth El will be hosting 

150 or more middle school students for 

NFTY MAJYK (Mid-Atlantic Junior Youth Kallah) on 

the weekend of Dec. 15-17, 2017! NFTY is the North 

American Federation of Temple Youth, a movement that 

builds strong, welcoming, inspired communities through 

teen-powered engagement.  

MAJYK is a weekend event that brings together mid-

dle school students from North Carolina (excluding Char-

lotte), eastern West Virginia, Virginia, Maryland, and 

Washington, DC. Members of our Youth Group—

BEFTY—will play a role in planning the programming 

that the middle school students will participate in while 

they are at Beth El. Since eleven of our students attended 

this year’s MAJYK event, they know how much fun MA-

JYK can be for their peers.  

The weekend’s events take place at Beth El; however, 

the students will need to spend Friday and Saturday nights 

in our congregants’ homes. We will be looking for ap-

proximately 70 volunteer host homes.  

In addition to host homes, our youth Directors, Nori 

White and Marissa Smolinsky, will require logistical 

help with food setup and cleanup, transportation, and 

many other things. As you can imagine, this will be a 

communal effort to welcome our young guests, and we are 

grateful to have a congregation that we know will come 

together to make sure everything runs smoothly! Stay 

tuned, as we will be advertising and looking for volunteers 

in the upcoming weeks and months. It is important to 

know that we welcome and encourage all of our members 

to jump in and participate in this event—those who are 

single, young families, empty-nesters—you do not have to 

be a religious school parent to participate.  

The adult members of the MAJYK Planning Commit-

tee are Nori White, Marissa Smolinsky, Dina Backer, 

Jolene Shif, and Barry Smith. If you have any questions 

about this event, please reach out to our Youth Advisors, 

Nori White and Marissa Smolinsky, at beftyadvi-

sors@gmail.com.  

http://www.alexandriatutors.org
mailto:garberj123@gmail.com
mailto:beftyadvisors@gmail.com
mailto:beftyadvisors@gmail.com


 

 

Member News 

Welcome New Members: 

Kenneth Mandel and Torrey Wasserman, and Zoey 

Ariel and James Cetrone, and Samuel 

Amber and David Reiter, and Hunter 

Rami Cohen and Kara Lewis, and Aviva and Naomi 

John Newmark and Gilberto Martinez 

Carlyn and Steven Butcher, and Arren and Farah 

Kelli Mae Ross 

Stuart and Ellen Kovar, and Rachel 

Sarah and Casey Dubac 

Mazal Tov to: 

Beth and Mark Miller on the marriage of their daugh-

ter, Rachel, to Jason Grace on Sept. 9 

Condolences to: 

Barbara Rosenfedl on the passing of her father, Burton 

Bromson 

May the memory of the dear departed always be a 

blessing and inspiration to all who knew and loved 

them. 

 

May our synagogue community bring comfort to 

those who mourn them. 

 

May the families know of no more sorrow. 

Amen. 

H 
ERE ARE some save the dates for how we sup-

port ALIVE!’s programs throughout the year: 

 

Sept. 29-30  High Holy Day Food Drive  Bring non-

perishable food to Yom Kippur services. It is best to go 

out and buy regular sized, high protein items like canned 

tuna/chicken, stew, hearty soups, and peanut butter. 

 

Oct. 4  Food Sort  Help sort the food collected during the 

High Hoy Day food drive. All ages are welcome. 

 

TBD  Tzedakah Tzunday  All money donated by reli-

gious school students and congregants will be given to 

ALIVE! House, a transitional shelter for women and chil-

dren. 

 

Dec. 3  Furniture Day  Ages 16 and up go out with the 

ALIVE! trucks to pick up and deliver furniture to people 

who have little or none. 

 

Jan. 4  SOUPer Bowl Sunday  Support your Super Bowl 

pick by putting cans of soup in that team’s box. 
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February  Housewares Drive  Our annual collection of 

new pillows and new or lightly used towels, bedding, 

cookware, etc. 

 

March-April Mishloach Manot/Manna from Heaven 

Food Drive  Bring in food for the ALIVE! backpack 

food program for Alexandria’s children. 

 

May 6  StepALIVE! Walkathon  Support this major 

fundraiser for the ALIVE! Child Development Center 

by being an actual or virtual walker in this walk to Old 

Town and back.  

 

All Year  Bin of Bounty  The bin outside the kitchen is 

there for your donations of non-perishable food items. 

Look at the sign above the bin for what is needed the 

most. 

 

For more information about ALIVE! go to alive-inc.org 

or contact Deborah Schaffer at schaffer4@gmail.com 

alive-inc.org
mailto:schaffer4@gmail.com


 

 

Page 12 

Beth El Bulletin September 2017 



 

 

Page 13 Beth El Hebrew Congregation 



 

 

Page 14 

Beth El Bulletin September 2017 

RSVP to Sally at office@bethelhebrew.org please. 

 
High Holiday Choir Rehearsal Schedule 2017 

Cantor Kaufman — Musical Director 

Lauren Carpel — Choir Conductor 

Eric Schnobrick — Pianist 

Tuesday, August 1 7:00 — 9:15 PM Choir rehearsal 

Tuesday, August 8 7:00 — 9:15 PM Choir rehearsal 

Tuesday, August 15 7:00 — 9:15 PM Choir rehearsal with Quartet 

Tuesday, August 22 7:00 — 9:15 PM Choir rehearsal 

Tuesday, August 29 7:00 — 9:15 PM Choir rehearsal 

Wednesday, September 6 7:00 — 9:15 PM Choir rehearsal with Quartet 

Tuesday, September 12 7:00 — 9:15 PM Choir rehearsal 

ROSH HASHANAH DRESS REHEARSAL 

Sunday, September 17 2:00 — 3:45 PM Quartet, with Eric 

 4:00 — 6:15 PM Choir and Quartet 

ROSH HASHANAH 

Wednesday, September 20 6:00 PM Dinner 

 6:45 PM Call 

 8:00 PM Services 

Thursday, September 21 9:00 AM Call — Quartet, No Choir 

YOM KIPPUR DRESS REHEARSAL 

Wednesday, September 27 5:00 — 6:45 PM Quartet, with Eric 

 7:00 — 9:00 PM Choir, with Lauren and Eric 

YOM KIPPUR 

Friday, September 29 6:00 PM Dinner 

 6:45 PM Call 

 8:00 PM Services 

Saturday, September 30 9:00 AM Call — Quartet, No Choir 

 4:15 PM Approximate Call for N’ilah 

mailto:office@bethelhebrew.org


 

 

Joint Program with Agudas Achim 

Congregation  

Note changed day, date, time,  

location! 

Tuesday, Sept. 12, noon-2 pm  

Agudas Achim Congregation, 2908 

Valley Drive, Alexandria  

As we have done for over 13 years, 

the Beth El outreach group will join 

with members of Agudas Achim 

Congregation for a lunch and learn 

program. We are pleased to have Ei-

leen Filler-Corn from the 41st District 

of the Virginia House of Delegates 

join us to update us on the actions of 

the 2017 General Assembly session 

as well as letting us know what to 

expect during the 2018 session. 

Come prepared with your questions 

for the Q&A session following her 

presentation. Since a free, kosher 

lunch will be served prior to the pro-

gram, an RSVP is a must to 

Shelly.Rosenstein@jccnv.org, 

703.537.3062 by Sept. 2.  

Wednesday, Oct. 4, 10:30 am–noon  

Presented by: David Colton, Former 

USA TODAY Executive Editor  

As a former top editor at USA Today, 

David Colton is used to analyz-

ing the news and the newsmak-

ers. Come join us for his talk 

about the Trump administration 

and its controversies. David will 

also comment on Trump’s legis-

lative program in Congress, in-

cluding health care, tax cuts, and 

“the Wall.” He also plans to cov-

er topics such as the Middle East, 

North Korea, and the media's 

role in shaping opinions. David 

joined USA Today in 1983, was 

Executive Editor overseeing 

front page stories starting in 

1999, and retired from the paper 

All Beth El/JCCNV events are $5 for 

all participants unless noted other-

wise. Coffee, tea, and dessert will be 

provided. 

To RSVP or get more information for 

all Beth El/JCCNV events, please 

contact Shelly.Rosenstein@jccnv.org, 

703-537-3062 

An Update with Delegate Eileen 

Filler-Corn from the Virginia 

House of Delegates  

Beth El/JCCNV Events 
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Trump at Nine Months:  

What Has He Delivered?  

Readers of Beth El 

W 
E FINISHED our book year in June by watching a great documen-

tary of the 1936 Olympic crew team on which the book, Boys in 

the Boat, was based. It was a fun evening with pizza and conversa-

tion. We reviewed books for the upcoming year and decided on a few to start 

us out.  

Our first meeting of the fall will be on Monday, Sep. 18, 2017 at the home 

of Lynne Orens.  We will read and discuss Here I Am  by Jonathan Safron 

Foer, his first novel in eleven years. This is an incredibly powerful, but very 

funny, modern-day novel that encompasses three generations of a  fracturing 

Jewish family in DC.   We hope you will join us! 

To read ahead for Oct. 30, we will be discussing The  

Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly.   

Lynne Orens 

Lorens750@aol.com 

Talk Tables 

F 
RIDAY Shabbat talk tables re-

turn in September. About twice 

a month, congregants get togeth-

er at the oneg to talk about whatever is 

on their minds. 

Meet at one of the tables in the back 

of the social hall. 

Please let Linda Waller know if 

there is a particular topic you’d like to 

discuss or just participate in free flow-

ing conversation.  

mailto:Shelly.Rosenstein@jccnv.org
mailto:Shelly.Rosenstein@jccnv.org
x-apple-data-detectors://0
x-apple-data-detectors://1
mailto:Lorens750@aol.com
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The Congregation Gratefully Acknowledges the Following Donations 

BETH EL GENERAL FUND 

Donor In Memory of 

Sheldon Ezring Rabbi Abraham and Yetta Ezring 

PERMANENT ENDOWMENT FUND 

Donor  

Janet Garber  

Donor In Honor of 

Rae Ellen and Charles James Rabbi Isserow’s many years 

 of dedicated service 

Juliet and Michael Bluestein JoAnn and Evan Allen’s  

 50th Anniversary 

Donor In Memory of 

Kenneth Berger Elena L. Berger 

Susan and Bruce Wartel David Perlstein 

Myrna and Paul Beck Roslyn K. Beck, mother of Paul 

Marjorie Harris Bella Levy and Steven Harris 

Myrna and Paul Beck George and Elizabeth Wayne, Myrna’s parents 

Ruth and Michael Folkman Clara Levy 

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL FUND 

Donor In Memory of 

Ursula Hennessy Fred Alexander 

PLAYGROUND FUND 

Donor In Memory of 

Susan and Bruce Wartel Al Wartel 

MARC S. ROSS SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Donor In Memory of 

Dawn and Jack Kaye Ira S. Kaye 

Shelli Ross Lois Cohen 

SHARON STEINBERG FUND FOR INCLUSION 

Donor In Memory of 

Ros Newman  Eva Lester, and Lester Kanarek 

RABBI’S GOOD DEED FUND 

Donor In Memory of 

David Itkin Slim Cohen 

Stacy, Mark, Samantha and Alexa Weiner Murray Goldsmith 

Linda and Harvey Wenick William Wenick, Sam Ceronie,

 and Mary Ceronie 

Amy and Mark Juhas Florence Feldman 

Sheila Fieldman Sophie Rixon 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND 

Donor In Honor of 

Harriet and Larry Rosenbaum JoAnn and Evan Allen’s  

 50th Anniversary 

Donor In Memory of 

Nancy and Stuart Davis Cecil Davis 

SOCIAL ACTION FUND 

Donor In Honor of 

Stacey and Aleck Johnson The Bat Mitzvah of Donna Sachs 

Donor In Memory of 

Bobbie and Art Gershman Janet Collins and 

 Warren Gelles 

Millie Schreiber Dora Weiner 
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Thank you for your generous donations. No donation is 

too small. All donations are acknowledged in The Bulletin 

two months following their receipt. Acknowledgements 

are mailed with a minimum of $18 per person per ac-

knowledgment.  

— Adam Wallach 

Representing Global Reform Judaism  

at the United Nations 

O 
N AUG. 10, 2017 representatives from the World Union for Progressive Judaism (WUPJ), Union for Reform 

Judaism (URJ), Women of Reform Judaism (WRJ), Israel Movement for Progressive Judaism (IMPJ), the  

Association of Reform Zionists of America (ARZA), and ARZENU, the International Federation of Reform 

and Progressive Religious Zionists, met in person and virtually to discuss the global progressive movement’s efficacy at 

the United Nations in New York. Currently the URJ and WRJ have six seats each affiliated with the Department of Pub-

lic Information (DPI) of the United Nations. The World Union has six seats in New York plus representation in Geneva 

and Vienna in consultative status with the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), meaning WUPJ has the ability to 

speak and intervene during commission meetings. 

The purpose of the meeting on Aug. 10 was to begin to craft a global strategy and identify key areas of interest and 

importance at the United Nations that best represent our constituents while at the same time potentially mobilizing con-

gregations worldwide in campaigns that meet shared interests of WUPJ and the UN. Also joining the meeting were  

Hillel Neuer of the NGO UN Watch and Amir Sagie, Deputy Consul General of Israel in New York. The result was a 

renewed effort for global communication and coordination in our presence at the UN as well as a basic framework for 

the identification of key issues, of which Israel is the most important. 

Larry Vogel 
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RESIDENT UPDATE – We are in the process of welcoming two new families into our Beth El House (BEH) program.  

They will be moving into garden apartments on the Route One Corridor. Each family will be offered support to meet 

their needs and hopes for the future. Services are targeted toward self-sufficiency and confidence in three crucial areas: 

financial and economic stability; emotional well-being; and healthy interpersonal relationships. Resources are provided 

through referrals, community programs, and volunteer assistance. In addition to a subsidized rental housing unit, each 

family will receive customized assistance in areas such as mental health, physical health, employment, financial man-

agement, education, nutrition, parenting skills, stress management, and clinical therapy to reduce trauma from domestic 

violence.    

 

RAPID RE-HOUSING PROGRAM – BEH representatives have been attending meetings and receiving information 

on an innovative Fairfax County program designed to help those who are homeless. Rapid Re-Housing provides short-

term (generally 3-6 months) rental assistance and services; services can end once rental assistance terminates. The goals 

are to help people obtain housing quickly, increase self-sufficiency, and remain housed. The differences between the 

BEH program and Rapid Re-Housing are: (1) BEH identifies families who are residing in homeless shelters while Rapid 

Re-Housing identifies families who need permanent housing immediately; (2) Rapid Re-Housing provides a short-term 

rent subsidy and services ending when the subsidy ends, while BEH provides support for up to two years with one year 

of aftercare.  

 

BEH will remain true to our mission of providing a program to help families in need.  However, we are can enter into an 

exciting period of adding additional families through the Rapid Re-Housing program while we continue to serve fami-

lies in our BEH program.   We are fortunate to have current and future support from the County – both financial and 

professional – as well as being able to speak with organizations that have embarked on this program.  

Please know that your support means that we can continue to save the world one family at a time. Thank you for your 

generosity. 

 

For additional information, or how you can help, please contact Melinda Selden (703.569.5443 or melindasel-

den@verizon.net) or visit our website at www.bethelhouseva.org.   

Transition News 

T 
HE TRANSITION TEAM will be at the meeting of the Religious School on Sep. 10.  We will introduce our-

selves to you and let you know we are here to help in any way we can during Rabbi Isserow’s departure and the 

new rabbi’s arrival.   

Any questions and concerns can be addressed to: transition2018@bethelhebrew.org. 

Pulpit Search Committee co-chairs Susan Paley and Dean Pinkert report that since the special July 11 Board meet-

ing, further work was done with their team to polish the Beth El application for our Senior Rabbi position, continuing to 

take into consideration perspectives garnered at the Board level as well as additional congregational, staff, and commit-

tee input. Having successfully conducted an outreach program to hear from our members, the committee ultimately 

made more than 100 calls to member households, received more than 150 yellow survey forms, and leveraged a variety 

of personal connection points with a full spectrum of stakeholders.  Based on those 250 to 300 voices being heard, the 

process was officially launched last month with the submission of Beth El’s application to CCAR. Candidate applica-

tions are expected to flow in throughout this month and next, providing the committee with a fresh batch of work to do 

in assessing, vetting, and interviewing as an initial stage. 

Ultimately, the choice of our Senior Rabbi will be determined with a vote by the congregation, expected to come in 

January. 

Watch this space for updates as the process moves forward. 

 

Pamela Zitron  

mailto:melindaselden@verizon.net
mailto:melindaselden@verizon.net
http://www.bethelhouseva.org
mailto:transition2018@bethelhebrew.org


 

 

ECLC News 

I 
N THE GRAND scheme of life…  one work week … five work days --- hardly seems significant.  And yet… for 

our ECLC , ending one year on Aug. 18 and beginning the next Aug. 28, after a week of teacher training, – 

which is a full week earlier than the usual ‘post Labor Day start” is something worth noting. And, so, as this bul-

letin falls into your hands,  we will have launched our 2017-18 school year.    

And, what a year it will be!     We are excited to be adding not one—but two new classrooms to our existing six! 

Our registration is going from 65 to 88 (as of this writing…) We are overjoyed and excited to welcome back veteran 

teachers, welcome new teachers to the family, and start a year of incredible learning following the Reggio Emilia 

Philosophy that we know and love.  

Kudos to our great staff for fixing up and refreshing our rooms. Sure, we had to work a little faster than usual to 

get ourselves up and running for the new year but, one look at the bright smiling faces of our young friends pouring 

in the door on opening day made it all worthwhile. We can’t wait to share details of our fun and learning all through 

the year. 

From all of us in the ECLC..  Shana Tova!   Happy New Year!   

Dina Backer 
dina.backer@jccnv.org 

703-537-3084 
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ECLC Artwork 

mailto:dbacker@jccnv.org
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Jewish Community  

Relations Council 
THE JEWISH Community Relations Council (JCRC) of Greater Washington's Northern Virginia Commission is the 

government advocate and community relations resource for our local Northern Virginia Jewish community.    

With more than 67,000 Jews in Northern Virginia, the JCRC of Greater Washington’s Northern Virginia Commission 

maintains a full-time presence in Richmond during the General Assembly session, working closely with the legislature 

and coalition partners to pursue an agenda of Jewish community priorities. Their work also includes interfaith affairs, 

partnering with area schools to create a welcoming environment for all students, and liaising with law enforcement to 

keep local Jewish institutions safe. 

This year, I will serve as the BEHC representative on the Northern Virginia Commission. Members of the Northern 

Virginia Commission of the JCRC serve as liaisons to the Northern Virginia Jewish community and as advocates for the 

community during the state legislative session. Commission members provide input and solicit views of the community 

which will be used in determining JCRC’s state legislative agenda, and also participate in the JCRC’s overall legislative 

efforts. I will keep you informed as issues develop. 

Additionally, there are a couple of events where I hope many of you will be able to attend and participate in this pro-

cess as well. Here are the dates and descriptions so that you can “Save the Dates” now, with more details to come soon: 

 ·Legislative Reception (Tuesday, Dec. 12, 7 pm at the JCCNV) at which state legislators from the region and mem-

bers of our community will have an opportunity to exchange views.  You can register now at http://

www.jcouncil.org/site/Calendar?id=111142&view=Detail 

 Jewish Advocacy Day (Tuesday, Jan. 30, 2018 at 6:30 am), where our community and Jewish communities from 

other parts of the Commonwealth will meet with legislators in Richmond to urge them to adopt and enact our legis-

lative agendas. In preparation for the day in Richmond, there will an “Insider’s Briefing” on Jan. 24, 2018. 

I look forward to working with many of you on the issues that are important to us in our Jewish Community. 

 

Janet Garber  
garberj123@gmail.com 

703-256-7988 

News Years Greetings 

from the Beth El  

Permanent  

Endowment Fund 

T 
HE TRUSTEES of Beth El’s Permanent Endowment 

Fund wish you and your family a healthy and happy 

5778.  This past year has been a good year for your 

endowment fund.  We have made the first payment on our 

$150,000 five year commitment to the Temple to help pay off 

our mortgage.  Please consider Beth El’s Endowment Fund as 

you plan your charitable giving for the coming year.  The fund 

exists to ensure Beth El’s future. 

L’ Shana Tova 

Trustees: Evan Allen, Dana Arnold, Stuart Feldstein, Janet 

Garber, Ernie Levy 

Email auditon@zemerchai.org 

or check out www.zemerchai.org  

http://www.jcouncil.org/site/Calendar?id=111142&view=Detail
http://www.jcouncil.org/site/Calendar?id=111142&view=Detail
mailto:garberj123@gmail.com
mailto:auditon@zemerchai.org
http://www.zemerchai.org


 

 

2018 Used Book Sale 
 

It’s that time again! Our 16th Annual Used Book Sale 

Fundraiser is January 14 and 15, 2018. 

We need your books, CDs, DVDs, and records. Clear out 

clutter AND support one of our biggest fundraisers of the 

year!  

Please take your donations to Beth El during office 

hours. 

Need Help? Have Questions! Contact Rhoda Goldman 

703-992-9370 or e-mail lennieg@cox.net. 
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Dear Parents with College Students: 
 

T 
HE BETH EL College Committee keeps in touch with our Congregation’s college students. Throughout the year, 

we mail them small care packages and notes, and we include them on the mailing list for the Bulletin.  

For parents of NEWLY ENROLLED college students, if you would like us to include your student on the Col-

lege Committee list, we must have a mailing address by the week before Rosh Hashana in order to mail the first care 

package. 

For parents of CONTINUING college students, we need updated information before Rosh Hashana! Sometimes  

students keep the same P.O. Box at school but sometimes they change dorm rooms, or move off campus.  

To keep in touch, we need current information annually. To add your student to the College Committee mailing list, 

or to keep your student on the list, please provide the following information to: Kaiya Levine 

klevine@bethelhebrew.org 

 Student’s Name  

 Expected Year of Graduation  

 Name of School  

 Mailing Address 

 Student’s Email Address  

 Parent’s Email Address  

Thank you, and Mazal Tov to all parents on your student’s college successes!  

Jewish National Fund  

Invites You to the  

Northern Virginia  

Breakfast For Israel 
Sunday, Sept. 10, 2017 
10:00 am Registration 

10:30 - 11:30 am Program 

 

The Jewish Community Center of Northern Virginia 
8900 Little River Turnpike, Fairfax, VA 22031 

"The Fifty Best Jewish Jokes and What they Show About 

the Jews" 

 

Featuring Guest Speaker: Rabbi Joseph Telushkin 

Rabbi Joseph Telushkin is a lecturer and bestselling author 

of more than 15 books on Jewish ethics and literacy, includ-

ing Jewish Literacy, the best-selling book on Judaism of the 

past 25 years. Rabbi Telushkin was named one of the 50 

best speakers in the U.S. by Talk Magazine. 

 

Event Co-Chairs: Susan Dilles, Howard Hogan 

 

You will have the opportunity to donate to JNF's 2017 An-

nual Campaign. 

 

More Information: Stuart Diamant-Cohen, 

sdcohen@jnf.org, 301.589.8565 x841 

mailto:lennieg@cox.net
mailto:Klevine@bethelhebrew.org
mailto:sdcohen@jnf.org
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Chapel in the Woods 

I 
N SUMMER, Chapel in the Woods 

volunteers cleared a bit more land of 

invasive species and created new 

spaces for trees and shrubs.  

Come help prepare for late-fall planting 

of small saplings during chapel workdays 

from 10 to noon on the following Sun-

days: Sep. 17, Oct. 8, and Nov. 12. Please 

bring clippers, shovels, trowels, and work 

gloves, if you have them; other equipment 

will be provided. For more information, 

contact Nancy or Stuart Davis, 703 671-

5906. 
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Do a good deed for your Congregation 

and, if you have a practice or a business, 

for yourself!

Advertise in the 

Bulletin!
Make it easier for Congregants to 

patronize your business.

E-mail bulletin@bethelhebrew.org for 

more information.
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Erev Sukkot/Sukkot, Oct. 4-5 

60th Anniversary Celebration of 3830 Seminary Road, 

Oct. 14 

WRJ Mahj withOUT the Mayhem, Dec. 10 

Bender JCC: Tempest Trio & Daniel Getz Concert 

(Piano Trio + Viola), Dec. 3 

Bender JCC: Multifaith Film Festival, Mar. 22-26, 2018 

WRJ Hanukkah Luncheon and Dinner, Dec. 6 

Theatre J: The Last Night of Ballyhoo by Alfred Uhry, 

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service at Christ Church,  

Nov. 22 

Virginia Interfaith Center: 2017 Fundraising Dinner and 

Awards Celebration, Dec. 7  

Virginia Day for All People, Jan. 23, 2018 

Rabbi Isserow’s Retirement Gala, June 16, 2018 

WRJ/Brandeis Book and Author Event, Oct. 29 

HOLD THE DATE 

Beth El/JCCNV Event: Trump at Nine Months:  

What Has He Delivered? , Oct. 4 

Sukkah Building, Oct. 1 

Simchat Torah, Oct. 11 

Cantorial Concert, Dec. 2 

First Night of Hanukkah, Dec. 12 

Annual Book Sale, Jan. 14 and 15 

JCCNV Cinema J: Footnote, Dec. 6 

JCCNV Cinema J: Hummus! The Movie, Nov. 19 

JCCNV: What Makes a Book Jewish?, Dec. 5 

JCCNV: Brazilian Jazz with Shtetl Roots, Nov. 12 

JCCNV: New Play The Secrets of the Universe, Oct. 15 

Jewish Federation ROUTES, Nov. 5 

Readers of Beth El, The Lilac Girls, Oct. 30 

Beth El/Brandeis Author Event, Oct. 29 


