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Friday, Nov. 5 

Erev Shabbat Services, 

7:00 pm 

Saturday, Nov. 6 

Shabbat Morning | 

Services, 10:30 am 

Tot Shabbat, 11:00 am 

Friday, Nov. 12 

Erev Shabbat Services 

and Ner Tamid  

Dedication, 

7:00 pm 

Saturday, Nov. 13 

Shabbat Morning  

Services and  

Bar Mitzvah of  

Hunter Reiter, 10:30 am 

Family Services,  

11:00 am 

Friday, Nov. 19 

Erev Shabbat Services, 

7:00 pm 

Saturday, Nov. 20 

Shabbat Morning  

Services, 10:30 am 

Tot Shabbat of Giving 

Thanks, 11:00 am 

Friday, Nov. 26 

Erev Shabbat Services, 

7:00 pm 

Saturday, Nov. 27 

Shabbat Morning  

Services, 10:30 am 

Friday, Dec. 3 

Erev Shabbat Services 

with Celebration of  

Hanukkah and  

Hanukkiah Lighting, 

7:00 pm 

Saturday, Dec. 4 

Shabbat Morning 

Services and  

Bar Mitzvah of Jacob 

Baker-Heil, 10:30 am 

Hanukkah Tot Shabbat, 

11:00 am 

Friday, Dec. 10 

Erev Shabbat Services 

and Soul Shabbat with 

Guest Elana Arian,  

7:00 pm 

Saturday, Dec. 11 

Shabbat Morning 

Services, 10:30 am 

Friday, Dec. 17 

Erev Shabbat Services, 

7:00 pm 

Saturday, Dec. 18 

Shabbat Morning 

Services and  

Bar Mitzvah of Cooper 

Zissman, 10:30 am 

Tot Shabbat, 11:00 am 

Friday, Dec. 24 

Erev Shabbat Services, 

7:00 pm 

Saturday, Dec. 25 

Shabbat Morning | 

Services, 10:30 am 

Worship Services 

Torah portions for  

November and  

December are on page 3. 
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H 
AVE YOU EVER HAD a conversation with 
your children or grandchildren that goes some-
thing like this: 

You: “What is your favorite Jewish holiday?” 
Them: “Hanukkah!” 
You: “Not Passover, where we celebrate God free-
ing us from slavery in Egypt? Not Purim, where 
we remember Esther’s bravery, her thwarting 
Haman’s wicked plans to destroy us?” 
Them: “No, Hanukkah!” 
You: “Why?” 
Them: “We get presents!” 
You knew that was coming, didn’t you? You knew 

before even asking that Hanukkah would be their favor-
ite and it would have something [or even everything] to 
do with presents. 

The next time you find yourself in this situation, in-
stead of trying and failing to steer the conversation to-
ward a more “meaningful” holiday, lean into Hanukkah. 
Acknowledge how good it feels to receive gifts and how 
it feels even better to give them. More importantly, their 
positive association with Hanukkah provides an opening 
for you to sensitize them to their world and to God. In 
time, I do believe this will forge a lasting soul connection 
to our tradition.  

To encourage a deepening of their Jewish connection, 
here is one teaching about miracles as well an invitation 
to join with our congregation at our Hanukkah service 
and celebration on Friday, Dec. 3. 

One of the particularities of Hanukkah is that while 
the lights of the Hanukkiah are burning, the light they 
give off may not be used beneficially in any way, partic-
ularly as light. Yes, it is light that cannot be used for 
light. Instead, the light’s purpose is to remind us she-
asah nissim la-avoteinu bayamim ha-heim ba-z’man  
ha-zeh, of the Eternal who performed miracles for our 
ancestors in those days, at this time. Who performed mir-
acles then. Who performs miracles now.  

Tell your children about the 
miracle of the orbit of our earth, 
tilted at a perfect 23-degree angle 
allowing the right amount of light 
and dark, the earth spinning at 
1,038 miles per hour while feeling like we are standing 
still, surrounded by an atmosphere that is a perfect mix 
of wet and dry and warm and cold. Tell them about the 
miracle of our bodies, to borrow from our morning litur-
gy, formed by a perfect intelligence into a finely bal-
anced network of veins, arteries, and vital organs. Tell 
them about the miracle of our souls, like those burning 
candles that reach up toward God, yearning to be closer, 
reaching, reaching, reaching all the while never looking 
down, because to look down is a reminder that our wicks 
grow shorter every day. (Okay, maybe don’t tell them 
about the last part. That last part will just be for us.) 

While the miracles today seem subtler than they were 
during the days of the Maccabees, we, too, have the ca-
pacity to experience the miraculous. And when we do, 
may our souls shine like burning flames made brighter 
by keeping God and our appreciation of God’s miracles 
at the forefront of our vision. 

This year, our annual Hanukkah Shabbat evening ser-
vice and celebration is at 7:00 pm on Friday, Dec. 3. 
Bring your family, bring your friends, and, most of all, 
bring your Hanukkiah to Beth El. Join us for an all-ages 
musical Shabbat service in which we will begin by invit-
ing everyone who brought their Hanukkiah with them to 
the front of the sanctuary to light them as a community. 
Following services, join us for a Hanukkah-inspired 
oneg. As with all of our events at Beth El at this time, 
both the service and the oneg will be consistent with our 
Covid protocols at that time. 

 
— Rabbi Spinrad 

Rabbi’s Remarks: 
Miracles Then, Miracles Now 

With the new bimonthly Bulletin schedule, 

it no longer makes sense to have a calendar 

centerfold to pull out and post. Long ago 

some of you requested the addition of the 

Torah portions to the calendar, so they will 

continue to be in the Bulletin where space 

permits. 

Date Portion 

November 6, 2021 TOLDOT 
Genesis 25:19-28:9 

Malachi 1:1-2:7 

November 13, 
2021 

VAYETZE 
Genesis 28:10-32:2 

Hosea 12:12-14:10 

November 20, 
2021 

VAYISHLACH 
Genesis 32:3-36:43 

Hosea 11:7-12:12, Obadiah 1:1-21 

November 27, 
2021 

VAYESHEV 
Genesis 37:1-40:23 

Amos 2:6-3:8 

December 4, 2021 MIKETZ 
Genesis 41:1-44:17 

Isaiah 66:1-24 

December 11, 
2021 

VAYIGASH 
Genesis 44:18-47:27 

Ezekiel 37:15-28 

December 18, 
2021 

VAYECHI 
Genesis 47:28-50:26 

1 Kings 2:1-12 

December 25, 
2021 

SHEMOT 
Exodus 1:1-6:1 

Isaiah 27:6-28:13, 29:22-23 
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Cantor’s Corner 

family, the Rabbi Brett Isserow Outdoor Play Space, 
HIAS, and most recently, the Racial Justice Campaign of 
the Religious Action Center. I’m incredibly proud of our 
community for supporting with such generosity and love 
these important efforts.  

I’m thrilled to announce that net proceeds from this 
year’s concert will support our Religious School’s 
Shapiro Scholarship fund. This important fund supports 
students and families who are in need with financial as-
sistance to have a Jewish education without financial 
hardship. Every Jewish child is deserving of a Jewish 
education. Period. I’m thrilled to be able to support this 
important Beth El scholarship fund and I invite you to 
please give to it as generously as you are able.  

Tickets for the concert are $36 with additional spon-
sorship levels available at $150, $300, and $500. We will 
be having our typical delicious dessert intermission as 
well! Tickets are on sale now, either online at https://
www.bethelhebrew.org/event/canors-concert1.html, or 
by mailing in to the Beth El office the order form on 
page 19 of this newsletter.  

As always, please know that everyone is welcome to 
attend and should the ticket price be cost-prohibitive, you 
are invited as my personal guest at no cost. Please reach 
out to me directly, or to any Beth El staff member if you 
prefer, to request your free ticket. Please do not feel any 
shame in doing so. It is my pleasure to be able to have 
you join. Additionally — at the time of newsletter publi-
cation — we are working on streaming possibilities for 
the evening as well.  

 
With great joy, 
— Cantor Kaufman 

 

I 
’M EXCITED TO SHARE with you upcoming infor-
mation about this years Cantor’s Concert that is part 
of an entire weekend of music with my friend, the 

acclaimed singer-songwriter, Elana Arian.  
This year’s concert is called “Songs of Returning,” 

and is a musical celebration of our Beth El community 
and the journey we have been taking with each other 
these past two years. We are all in some stage of 
“returning” — but what exactly we are returning to is 
something we are still navigating and creating together. 
This year’s concert will explore the complexity, hope, 
and yes, joy of this moment. (Because we must find joy 
in every single moment!) 

It is a joy to once again perform with Elana Arian and 
our very own Eric Schnobrick in what will be my ninth 
major Beth El concert. (Wow! I can’t believe there have 
been so many at this point!) 

Elana’s performance during last year’s concert was 
extraordinary — and that was online! I cannot wait to 
perform with her live on our Beth El “concert stage.” In 
addition to “Songs of Returning,” Elana will also be join-
ing us for a very special Soul Shabbat the night before, 
and will be performing for our youth during the follow-
ing day’s Religious School. This is going to be an  
extraordinarily special musical weekend and it is one not 
to miss.  

(You may recall that this concert was previously  
advertised under another name: “Songs from the Other 
Side” — but as we are still in the throes of Covid, the 
more I sat with this theme (that I chose about a year ago), 
the more I knew that it didn’t quite represent the moment 
we were in and I decided to change it.)  

Every year, our Cantor’s Concert benefits an organi-
zation or cause that is important to our community. We 
have supported the Beth El Fakoury music fund, our very 
own civic engagement campaign, a newly immigrated 

 

Special Soul Shabbat 
Dec. 10 

With Cantor Jason, 
Elana Arian,  

and the  
Soul Shabbat Band 

 

https://www.bethelhebrew.org/event/cantors-concert1.html
https://www.bethelhebrew.org/event/cantors-concert1.html
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H 
ELLO FRIENDS! 
    Usually at this time of year, when visiting 
Beth El you would see the signs of our annual 

book sale preparations. Carts would line the hallway for 
drop off. Volunteers would staff tables sorting books, 
and sorting books, and sorting books. For four months.  

The book sale marketing sign would span the building 
front lawn promoting the big sale on MLK weekend in 
mid January. Professional buyers would line up for our 
9:00 am sharp opening. 

A book buzz permeating the air. 
It was an annual sign of the goodness of our commu-

nity efforts at Beth El Hebrew Congregation, and an in-
dication that spring was right around the corner. 

Like all things Covid-impacted, we delayed the book 
sale in January of 2021. But, much to our delight, our 
suppliers of books, a/k/a community members from far 
and wide, kept the books coming. We stored the books. 
Over here and over there. In the garage. On new  
shelving. Two containers spawned a third. Books here, 
books there, books everywhere. As always, our book sale 
maven Rhoda Goldman and her husband Lennie took 
charge. 

Along came Delta so we had to 
think of a new plan. Rhoda to the 
rescue. Out was the big community 
weekly sort and in was our end-of-
sale bulk book buyer willing to take 
ALL of our books and provide Beth 
El with, what we hope, will be near-
ly the same amount of money we’d 
earn at our MLK weekend Beth El sale. 

While we will surely miss everyone perusing for just 
that right find, we hope to bring back our book sale in the 
spring of 2023 with Rhoda and Lennie at the helm. Keep 
the books coming. 

So, thanks to the both of them for their many years of 
helping Beth El fulfill its mission of becoming, a sacred 
Jewish community for all who seek connection, meaning, 
and healing by leading the book sale efforts. 
 
Todah Rabah and Mazel Tov! 
L‘Shalom, 

 

President’s Point of View 

Ross Scholarship Nomination Period 
Opens Earlier Than in the Past 

Y 
OUR OPPORTUNITY to recognize and recom-
mend an outstanding graduating senior for Beth 
El’s prestigious Marc S. Ross Scholarship is 

now underway. The Marc S. Ross Scholarship Commit-
tee is presently accepting nominations. The scholarship 
is awarded annually to a graduating high school senior 
continuing in higher education who has made a signifi-
cant contribution during his/her high school years to the 
temple and/or the Jewish community. The recipient will 
be a Beth El member who best exemplifies the values of 
scholarship, integrity, and devotion, that were so embod-
ied in the life of Beth El Past President Marc Ross. The 
award will not be based on financial need. 

The deadline for receiving nominations is Monday, 
Jan. 24, 2022. Nominations can be made by anyone, in-
cluding parents. All temple members are encouraged to 
nominate a young man or woman whom they feel would 
be eligible for the award. Nominees will be informed of 
their anonymous recommendation, and will be required 
to complete a short application and personal statement. 
Without being nominated, an otherwise qualified candi-
date will never be considered by the committee.  

A nomination letter, no longer than two pages, should 
be sent to: John Jankowski, Chair, 3930 Lincolnshire 
Street, Annandale, VA 22003 or to johnjankow-
ski55@gmail.com. Any questions regarding the scholar-
ship should also be directed to John Jankowski. 

Then-Brotherhood President John Jankowski presenting  

the Marc S. Ross Scholarship award to  

2021 recipient Danielle Sassin 

mailto:johnjankowski55@gmail.com
mailto:johnjankowski55@gmail.com
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Religious School Report 
People of Gratitude 

T 
HANKSGIVING is coming, and every year my 
thoughts turn toward gratitude. Judaism is inextri-
cably tied to gratitude. The Hebrew word for Jew, 
Yehudi, is actually a form of the Hebrew word for 

thank you – todah. What this means is that Judaism 
means “the path of gratitude.” Perhaps we shouldn’t call 
ourselves the “people of the book,” but rather the 
“People of Gratitude.”  

Judaism gives us so many chances to say thank you; 
at least 100 each day. Every blessing, and there are so 
many of them, is a new chance to say thank you, and not 
just to God but to the world.  

During Passover we have a big prayer that we sing 
that is all about gratitude; Dayenu. The word Dayenu 
literally means “it would have been enough for us.”  
Essentially, we’re saying thank you, but when you look 
at each word that goes before Dayenu, you’ll see that the 
prayer expresses gratitude but with a bit of a twist.  

Here’s one line for example: 
“If God had split the sea for us but had not taken us 

through it on dry land, Dayenu – it would have been 
good enough for us.” 

Isn’t this odd? How would it have been enough for us 
if the sea had split, but we never got to cross over? 

According to Rabbi Brian Field, Dayenu teaches us 
two things about gratitude: First, Dayenu doesn’t just 
say, “God, thank you for taking us out of Egypt.” In-
stead, Dayenu divides the story into 15 sections and of-
fers gratitude for each miracle God performed. So, when 
we express gratitude, we aren’t supposed to just offer a 
general thank you. Instead, we need to give specifics. 
The details are what give a thank-you depth and mean-
ing. Secondly, we have the ability to offer thanksgiving 
for something even before a problem has been fully 
solved. Each moment is worthy of our appreciation.  

You probably don’t know this, but on Oct. 3, 1863, 
President Lincoln issued the Thanksgiving proclamation, 
offering thanks even though America was still in the 

midst of the Civil War. Even in 
war, there were still blessings that 
both sides could express gratitude 
for.  

Gratitude practices can be very 
beneficial. Some scientists have found that there are even 
physical benefits that include immunity against some 
diseases, better sleep, and increased resilience because it 
helps us to focus on the positive rather than on frustra-
tion and negative emotions.  

When we as individuals and as a community engage 
in gratitude practices we may find ourselves feeling bet-
ter about not only ourselves but our community and  
Judaism as well.  

At this season I have so much gratitude for our ability 
to gather in person once again. I’m so grateful for all of 
the support of so may people for all they did to make our 
first two months of Religious School a success in the 
building: 
• Our teachers, Religious School staff, parents, and the 

RSY Team; 
• The Hashiveinu Task Force; 
• Our clergy and executive director; 
• Ronit, our Religious School administrator; 
• Our president, Alan Cohn; 
• The Covid Taskforce; 
• Our maintenance team. 

It wasn’t perfect, but it sure was beautiful to see our 
students back in their classrooms thinking, feeling, and 
doing Jewish together at Beth El.  

Gratitude is at the heart of Judaism and who we are as 
Jews. This season, may we live into the foundational idea 
that we are a people who gives thanks. 

So I give thanks for you and to you, and wish you and 
your loved ones a Happy Thanksgiving! 

 
Rabbi Bailey Romano 
bromano@bethelhebrew.org 

B 
ROTHERHOOD IS AGAIN sponsoring Beth El’s annual Thanksgiving 
get-together with Christ Church. It is scheduled for Sunday, Nov. 21 from 
6:00 pm – 7:45 pm and will be online as it was last year. Rabbi Spinrad 
and Christ Church Rector Reverend Doctor Noelle York-Simmons, will 

spearhead a meaningful discussion:  

Coping with Today’s Challenges: Finding Inspiration in Christian and Jew-
ish Religious and Secular Texts  

Howard Wahlberg will moderate. Brotherhood will provide additional infor-
mation, including logon information, as we get closer to the event.  

mailto:bromano@bethelhebrew.org
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C 
OME SHOP WITH US on Sunday, Nov. 14 and 21 in the afternoon. Watch the 
weekly emails and WRJ emails for times. You can also shop before Shabbat 
services on Friday, Nov. 19. 

We have a wide variety of new treasures sure to satisfy the wishes of everyone on 
your list! Back in stock this year are the beautiful, dripless Hanukkah candles, some 
new menorahs, socks for the whole family, books and games for kids of all ages, and 
gifts for your fur babies! 

In keeping with Covid precautions and to help you shop safely, we are limiting the 
number of shoppers in the lobby at one time and masks will be required. We prefer 
credit cards and checks for speed and safety. To save time, please feel free to schedule 
a time and date you would like to shop by sending an email to 
http://www.bewrjshop@gmail.com.  

Note that in-person attendees must be masked and bring proof of vaccination. 

Beth El’s Hanukkah Boutique is Happening 

 

Special Hanukkah Shabbat  
Celebration and  

Hanukkiah Lighting 

Dec. 3 

Bring your Hanukkiah  
and join in! 

Special Hanukkah Oneg Shabbat 
outdoors after the service. In-person Hanukkiah lighting, 

Dec. 2018 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bewrjshop%40gmail.com.%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C3879492c049548d7140908d98c4083c6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637695031045411950%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIj
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Executive Director’s Entry 

3. Once you’ve submitted the form, the event will still 
require approval by the executive director and by 
the Covid Task Force. 

4. The event will not be put on the calendar until this 
form is completed and approval granted. 

If the event is recurring, you will have to submit this 
form only once. Please include additional dates on the 
form when you submit it. 

We appreciate everyone’s patience and kindness as 
we navigate opening with new staff, minimal staff, and 
Covid restrictions.  

 
Thank you, 

 
Elizabeth (Liz) Bayer 
(pronouns: she/her/hers) 
Executive Director lbayer@bethelhebrew.org 

W 
E ARE SLOWLY and cau-
tiously opening the building 
for our auxiliary groups and 

committees to have social events and 
meetings. Please keep in mind that as we 
do this we still have limited maintenance 

staff and we have to adhere to the Covid guidelines set 
forth by the Covid Task Force. The most current Covid 
Guidelines can be accessed from our homepage 
www.bethelhebrew.org. 

If you would like to reserve a space in the building, 
please follow the steps below: 

1. Check the synagogue calendar posted on our web-
site to see if there is any conflict with your pro-
posed date and time of event. 

2. Fill out the room reservation form https://
www.bethelhebrew.org/form/roomreservationform. 
This form is located on our website and is visible if 
you sign in and go to “my account”; it is the last 
option. 

The New Bulletin Process 

W 
ITH THIS Nov-Dec issue, we have officially 
moved to bimonthly Beth El Bulletins.  
Because it is hard enough to finalize our con-

gregational calendar a month in advance, let alone two 
months in advance, the calendar is now only on the web-
site and you should always check it there for up-to-date 
information. 

Also starting with this issue, we have moved to an 
“opt-in” delivery system. If you filled in the form stating 
that you want to keep getting a hard-copy, snail-mail 
Bulletin, you (hopefully) are holding it right now. If you 
have no email on file with Beth El, you also will contin-
ue to get the paper Bulletin.  

If you told us you will look at the Bulletin on the 
website, we thank you. Here is a direct link to add to 
your favorites: https://www.bethelhebrew.org/
community/newsletter. Scroll down to find an archive of 
previous issues there going back several years. 

Everybody else has been mailed a PDF file of the 
newsletter. The benefit is that the entire issue is in color 
and you can click on links, such as the ones above and  
below. 

If you want to opt back in to the hardcopy version, 
you can find the form to do so at: https://
www.bethelhebrew.org/form/newsletter-opt-in-or-opt-
out.html. If you want to opt out of any sent version, you 
can also use the form for that. If you would rather, you 
can call the office to request any changes. 

If you have any questions about these changes, please 
contact Executive Director Liz Bayer or Bulletin Editor 
Janet Hlatky. 

mailto:lbayer@bethelhebrew.org
http://www.bethelhebrew.org
https://www.bethelhebrew.org/form/roomreservationform
https://www.bethelhebrew.org/form/roomreservationform
https://www.bethelhebrew.org/community/newsletter
https://www.bethelhebrew.org/community/newsletter
https://www.bethelhebrew.org/form/newsletter-opt-in-or-opt-out.html
https://www.bethelhebrew.org/form/newsletter-opt-in-or-opt-out.html
https://www.bethelhebrew.org/form/newsletter-opt-in-or-opt-out.html
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ECLC Update 

H 
ANUKKAH IS COMING!! I love Hanukkah and 
all that it represents. Though it falls earlier than 
usual this year (at the end of Thanksgiving week-

end), we will still have already entered the darkness that 
the winter months bring. You know, when it is dark even 
before the end of preschool every day; where some of us 
leave the house in the dark and return home in the dark? 

Hanukkah, sometimes called the Festival of Lights, 
brings beautiful illumination to some of our darkness. 
The light represents joy and hope and in the faces of our 
smallest friends it is delightful to see. 

Hanukkah is filled with exploration possibilities. Per-
haps it will be about the olives that make the olive oil. 
Who could not be interested in the story of Hanukkah 
and the oil when you have looked at different olives and 
learned about making your own?  

And, maybe the spin of the dreidel will be intriguing. 
Maybe we can figure out how that spinning happens? Or, 
it may be fun to explore the letters on the dreidel. 

Maybe we will create our own Hanukkiah. Or, lets 
explore the wax (candles).  

The possibilities are endless! There is so much to 
look forward to: retelling the story, singing the songs, 
eating latkes and sufganiot, and of course the glow of the 
Hanukkah lights. The best part is watching the wonder 
and excitement in the faces of our kids. 

May the light of your Hanukkiah 
warm your heart, bring you comfort, fun, 
joy, hope, and plenty of memories! 

Chag Hanukkah Sameach! 
 

Dina Backer  
Director, Pozez JCC-Beth El ECLC 
dbacker@thej.org  

New Members: 

Jennifer Landy and Chris Gagne, and Asher and Remy 

Elizabeth and Juan Wachs, and Norah, Agustin, and 
Martin 

Mazel Tov to: 

David & Ellen Itkin, Michele Milden & Michael Wiener, 
Mark & Beth Miller, Michael & Bonnie Miller, Harvey 
& Alice Schwartz, Gerald & Silvia Terlitzky, Leonard & 
Ann Wolf who have special anniversaries in October 

Lewis Brodsky, Jo Frost, Ellen Gale, Charles Harris, 
Barbara Lasser, Howard Lasser, Alice Lowenthal,  
Darlene Mervis, David Phillips, Harvey Schwartz, Glenn 
Siegal, Diane Sollod, Nelson Whitman, and Bernard 
Zeavin, who have special birthdays in October 

Sallie Schneider on completing her Masters Degree at 
UVA 

Jennifer Holden who served as Grand Marshal of this 
year’s Down Syndrome of Northern Virginia Buddy 
Walk 

Joshua and Stephanie Altchuler, on the birth of Teddy 

Member News 
Condolences to: 

Arnold Miller and Zachary Leo Braudy on the death of 
beloved wife, mother, and Beth El member Ayne  
Furman 

Daniel Goldberg on the death of his aunt, Harriet  
Banfield 

Donna Fisher, Claire and Robert Stock, and Caroline 
Stock on the death of beloved mother, grandmother, and 
Beth El member Marjorie Fisher 

Amy and James Warren; Brian Wallach and Sandra 
Abrevaya, Thomas Wallach and Marni Chan, Peter  
Wallach and Caitlin Kuzma, and Samantha Warren and 
fiance Steven DeMocker; and Ella, Naomi, Warren, and 
Gabriel Wallach, on the death of beloved mother, grand-
mother, great-grandmother, and Beth El member Marcia 
Wallach 

Jeanette and Barry Astrow, and Sydney and Mallory on 
the death of beloved sister and aunt, Sharon Clark 
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Brotherhood News 

B 
ROTHERHOOD REMAINED ACTIVE during 
the month of October.  
Brotherhood performed the annual building of the 

sukkah for the beautiful fall holiday of Sukkot on Sun-
day, Sep. 18. There was a strong turnout with 17 individ-
uals assisting. Brotherhood would like to thank the fol-
lowing for helping assemble the sukkah: John  
Jankowski, Josh Folb, Bob Shaver, Joseph Shaver, 
Amira Reiss, Roger Smith, Evan Bolick, Todd  
Bolick, Samantha Levine-Finley, Will Salamon,  
Jeffrey Sachs, Stuart Davis, Jeff Davidson, Alan 
Shapiro, Matt Mutterperl, Russell Koffler, and Fred 
Reiner. 

The sukkah was disassembled the weekend of Oct. 3. 
We would like to thank the following for their assistance 
with that endeavor: Jack Kaye, Steve Kalin, Jeffrey 
Sachs, Bob and Joseph Shaver, Roger Smith, Russell 
Koffler, Matt Mutterperl, Stuart Davis, and Evan 
Bolick. Also, thanks to Jeff Davidson and Janet Cady 
for assisting with placing the books back on the shelves 
in the Learning Center after the carpets had been re-
placed and the walls painted. 

Brotherhood also hosted an Online Public Policy Fo-
rum along with the Israel Committee, regarding  
Assessing America’s “Special Relationship” with Israel. 
It was moderated by member Robert Siegel, and includ-
ed a guest participant: Congressman Don Beyer.  

Keep your eyes open for future online Bagels & Ban-
ter get-togethers. We try and schedule one a month and 

the next one is scheduled for Nov. 14 (and expect one in 
December as well). Brotherhood hosted one in October 
that brought up a range of discussions from the latest 
James Bond movie to a discussion about Israel, and 
about future planning for Beth El. 

Brotherhood is sponsoring our annual Thanksgiving 
get-together with Christ Church. It is scheduled for Sun-
day, Nov. 21, and will be online, as it was last year. Rab-
bi Spinrad and Christ Church Rector Reverend Doctor 
Noelle York-Simmons will spearhead a meaningful dis-
cussion of a Thanksgiving-related issue with audience 
participation. Howard Wahlberg will moderate. Stay 
tuned for additional details. 

Also, Brotherhood will present new online Witness to 
History programs that will be moderated by Robert 
Siegel. Stay tuned for details. 

Last but not least, Brotherhood, as always, would like 
to thank Stuart and Nancy Davis for their continued 
commitment to keeping our Chapel in the Woods beauti-
ful. They have Religious School students assist on Sun-
days. Please consider assisting them on scheduled work 
days on Sunday mornings. Upcoming dates are Nov. 14 
and Dec. 5. 

Brotherhood wishes you a very happy Hanukkah! 
 

Matthew Mutterperl 
Brotherhood President 
brotherhood@bethelhebrew.org  

The November/
December food collec-
tion for ALIVE! is cook-
ing oil. Please leave plas-
tic bottles of oil in the 
Bin of Bounty located at 
the entrance to the syna-
gogue.  

At the time this article was written, Beth El congre-
gants had raised close to $700 by registering for and do-
nating to the StepALIVE! Walkathon. This money will 
go far in supporting all of ALIVE!’s programs designed 
to meet the greatest needs of Alexandrians living in pov-
erty. We thank you very much for that. 

For more information contact Deborah Schaffer at 
schaffer4@gmail.com or go to https://www.alive-inc.org. 

Caring Community 
Committee 

T 
HROUGHOUT THE YEAR, the members of the 
Caring Community Committee (CCC) and its on-
call volunteers respond to a wide variety of re-

quests for help from congregants in special circumstanc-
es. For the program to work to its fullest, we need to 
know when someone is in need of our services, and when 
someone has a few hours per year to assist with such 
needs.  

Do you have a prescription that needs to be picked up 
from a pharmacy? Do you need a meal brought in for 
you or your household? Would you like to have a phone 
call or a visit from a caring new friend? Do you need 
information on resources available in the community for 
help with a specific problem? Let CCC Chair Ruth Perl-
stein know at 703-978-9341 or rperl8607@gmail.com.  

And if you would like to offer occasional help in do-
ing such mitzvot, let Ruth know that as well.  
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WRJ News 
Sukkot Thank Yous 

We hope everyone had an opportunity to view this 
year’s sukkah (or more correctly, un-sukkah) on the bi-
mah, either in person or via online Shabbat services. A 
big todah rabah to WRJ’s decorating team, Spruce  
Fraser, Ann Levy, Carol McMichael, Judy  
Jankowski, Joanne Rhodes, and Gerrie Sturman for 
their splendid work. Special credit goes to Spruce for 
enthusiastically trimming the bamboo on the underside 
of the roof to ensure sufficient head room for Rabbi 
Spinrad. Photos of the team in action, and the finished 
product, are viewable online in WRJ Hospitality’s 
Google Photo account at https://photos.app.goo.gl/
iWe9PuaHBf9wNx5K9.  

The end result looks different every year, thanks to 
the creativity of the decorating team. This year, we also 
had to cut back on decorations hanging from the roof 
because we wanted to limit the stress on the frame (if 
you look at the photos, you’ll notice the roof sags at the 
middle). What the roof lost, the poles gained, and they 
looked fabulous (if I do say so myself). 

We also thank the Beth El maintenance staff, espe-
cially Boat, for their work in putting up the frame 
(including cutting the bamboo and placing it on the roof), 
Brotherhood’s John Jankowski and Fred Reiner for 
helping Boat with the frame; and to Steve Shapiro for 
providing the pumpkins. 

 
Membership Dues Due 

WRJ’s fiscal year runs from July 1 – June 30, so dues 
for FY 2021-22 are due. Membership is open to anyone 
who identifies as a woman. WRJ members do not have to 
be members of Beth El or identify as Jewish (in fact, we 
have non-Jewish members who have joined to play mah 
jongg and enjoy our other activities and events). Can’t 
remember whether you’ve paid this year’s dues? Contact 
Treasurer Dina Katz 
(BEHCWRJ.Treasurer@gmail.com). Other questions 
about membership? Contact me 
(BEHCWRJ.President@gmail.com). All paid-up WRJ 
members receive a 10% discount at the Judaica Shop 
(not applicable to sale items, books, cards, or CDs). 
Members who volunteer at the Judaica Shop receive a 
20% discount. 

 
Get Connected, Get Involved 

Some of my most vivid childhood memories of my 
mother center on her activities with Hadassah and Sister-
hood. I joined WRJ at Beth El as a way of connecting 
with my mother and honoring her legacy. At the time, I 

had young children and a full-time job, and my hus-
band’s job required him to travel frequently. WRJ activi-
ties always seemed to be scheduled for days and times 
that conflicted with my schedule. A rare weekend event 
that I signed up for was canceled due to snow. It seemed 
I was destined to remain a WRJ member in name only, 
and then Sylvia Kassalow, the doyenne of Beth El WRJ, 
drafted me for sukkah decorating duty, a once-a-year 
commitment.  

Maybe you’d like to get involved, feel more connect-
ed? You could start as I did, with something small. Join 
us next year in decorating the sukkah on the bimah. Do 
you like to post on social media? WRJ has a Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/BethElWRJ) and we’d 
love to have some members post to it on a regular (or 
irregular) basis. If you can spare a half hour a week, or a 
few minutes at a time as needed, our membership team 
can always use help updating our membership records. 
Maybe you like entertaining – help with setup for one of 
our social events (because eventually, we’ll be able to 
meet in person). 

Is there a program or event or activity you’d like WRJ 
to schedule? We encourage suggestions! Contact our 
programming coordinator Gerrie Sturman 
(sturman.g@gmail.com). 

Finally, members are welcome to attend our monthly 
WRJ Board meetings, on the first Wednesday of every 
month. We currently meet at 7:00 pm via Zoom. Email 
me if you plan to attend, and I’ll email you back with the 
Zoom link and meeting password. 

 
Linda Shapiro 
WRJ President 
BEHC.WRJ.President@gmail.com 

L. to R.: top row Judy Jankowski, Ann Levy, Gerrie Sturman, 

Spruce Fraser; bottom row Linda Shapiro, Carol McMichael, 

Joanne Rhodes 
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W 
EATHER PERMITTING — and for the first 
time in more than a year — volunteers are 
scheduled to begin replenishing the tree cano-

py in the Chapel in the Woods on Oct. 24 during an af-
ternoon club activity for fourth- and fifth-grade Religious 
School students. 

The event is particularly noteworthy as a combination 
of alternating drought and thunderstorms, erosion and 
insect damage have contributed to the loss of several ma-
ture trees during that time. In addition, Beth El faces po-
tential decline or loss of three large white oaks — among 
the largest in the forest — that emerged from the cicada 
onslaught looking very sickly, indeed. Question: Can one 
say a Mi Shebeirach blessing for trees? 

The species being planted are: 
Northern Red Oak, Quercus rubra. The popular oak 

often reaches to 70 feet and can spread to a 60-foot 
crown. Branches and upper trunk are marked with long 
“ski trails.” A round crown provides generous shade and 
the leaves turn dark red come fall. Blue jays, wild tur-
keys, rodents, deer, and raccoons live in or feed among 
them. The Torah discussion group is dedicating this tree 
in honor of group member Barry Weinstein. 

Scarlet Oak, Quercus coccinea. Soaring to 75 feet 
and spreading up to a 60-foot crown, Scarlet Oak is 
named for its fall leaves. They are more deeply lobed 
than Quercus rubra but the trees look alike. Squirrels, 
chipmunks, mice, wild turkeys, deer, blue jays, and 
woodpeckers live in or feed on these trees. 

Willow Oak, Quercus phellos. The graceful tree can 
reach 70 feet with a 50-foot rounded canopy. Long, light 
green willow-like leaves create dense shade and turn 
bright yellow in fall. They become home to wild turkeys, 
blue jays, red-headed and red-bellied woodpeckers, flick-
ers, grackles, deer, fox, gray squirrels, and other rodents. 
This tree was dedicated in honor of Rabbi Bailey Ro-
mano’s recent wedding celebrations with her family. 

Honey Locust, Gleditsia triacanthos. Honey Locust 
is native from Pennsylvania to Iowa and south to Georgia 
and Texas. It grows to 80-feet tall with a round crown. 
Late spring flowers are followed by long seed pods pop-
ular with wildlife. The trunk and branches have thorns. 
The compound leaves turn yellow in the fall. Wildlife 
attracted to honey locust includes opossum, deer, rabbits, 
and many species of birds. 

Come help maintain the new and mature Chapel in 
the Woods’ trees during workdays from 10:00 am to 
noon Sundays, Nov. 14 and Dec. 5. Please wear long 
pants, long-sleeved shirts, socks, and closed-toed shoes. 
Bring trowels and work gloves if you have them, as well 
as water, snacks, or lunch; other equipment will be pro-
vided. Families most welcome. For more information, 
contact Nancy and Stuart Davis, at 
nmdaviswriter@aol.com. 

Chapel in the Woods: 
Replacing Lost Trees 

Second and third-grade Religious School students and their 

parents practiced tikkun olam on Sunday, Oct. 10 by removing 

invasive English ivy, euonymus, and porcelainberry from the 

Chapel in the Woods during an afternoon “club” activity.  
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Bad News: No Book Sale in 2022 

Good News: We can start accept-
ing book donations again NOW! 

Please bring your donations of books, puzzles, and DVDs 
to Beth El during normal business hours. You can: 

• leave them in the vestibule, or,  

• if you need assistance getting them out of the car, pull around by the garage/
loading dock and ring the doorbell and the maintenance team will assist you. 

Please note we do NOT accept magazines, encyclopedias, or school exercise books with an-
swers filled in. 

If you have any questions, please contact Rhoda Goldman at lennieg@cox.net or  
703-992-9370, or Janet Hlatky at JEHlatky@outlook.com or 703-447-0456. 

 
 

CLUB 67 
HANUKKAH 
HAPPENING! 

Sunday, Dec. 5 

Noon — 1:45 pm 

Watch for details! 

Ner Tamid Dedication 

P 
LEASE JOIN US ON Nov. 12 at 6:45 p.m. when the 
Ner Tamid will be dedicated to the Jewish men and 
women who have served faithfully in defense of the 
United States of America in time of war.  

Handcrafted of colored 
blown and stained glass, this 
unique, evocative, and beauti-
ful work of art was created by 
artist Claude Reidel. The Ner 
Tamid contains a hidden mean-
ing as it features barbed wire 
from the Hasag-Pelcery forced 
labor camp in Czestochowa, 
Poland. The wire was re-
deemed by Ruth Elias whose 
parents survived Hasag-
Pelcery. The Ner Tamid serves 
as living history and symboliz-
es that unimaginable darkness 
can be transformed into eternal 
light.  

The Ner Tamid was gifted to Beth El Hebrew Congre-
gation by the Colonel Irving Heymont Post 299 of the Jew-
ish War Veterans. 

mailto:lennieg@cox.net


 

 

Page 14 

Beth El Bulletin November/December 2021 

B’nei Mitzvah 

Jacob Baker-Heil is a seventh 
grade student at George Washing-
ton Middle School. He enjoys 
playing the guitar and playing vid-
eo games with his friends. 

Jacob thanks his tutor, Lisa 
Sheldone, all of his Religious 
School teachers, Rabbi Spinrad, 
and Cantor Kaufman for helping 
prepare him for this special day. 
And he thanks his parents and his 
brother Zachary for their love and 
support. 

Hunter Reiter 

November 13, 2021 

Jacob Baker-Heil 

December 4, 2021 

Cooper Zissman 

December 18, 2021 

Cooper Zissman loves to learn, 
read the thickest books in the li-
brary, and ask the most complicat-
ed questions answered only by the 
deepest dives. To know Cooper is 
to understand why one needs to 
bring 16 books, a litany of draw-
ing pencils, and an upright bass on 
a week-long vacation.  

Cooper takes a lot of things 
seriously — school, ethics and 
morality, vegetarianism — but 
easily laughs through tough situa-
tions. His brother Emmett likes 
him for his graphic novel collec-
tion.  

We’d like to thank the BEHC 
clergy, RS teachers, and his tutor 
Robin for helping ready Cooper 
for this lifecycle event. 

Hunter is a seventh grade hon-
ors student at Mark Twain Middle 
School. He enjoys karate, playing 
video games, and hanging out 
with his friends. 

For his mitzvah project, Hunter 
volunteered with the Animal Wel-
fare League of Alexandria. He 
completed three projects for them 
over the summer: creating dog 
training treat bags, colorful cat 
wand toys, and soft, cozy dog and 
cat comfort blankets.  

Hunter thanks his tutor, Laura 
Mandeles, all of his Religious 
School teachers, Rabbi Spinrad, 
and Cantor Kaufman for helping 
prepare him for this special day. 
And he thanks his parents for their 
love and support. 

Membership Activities 

T 
HE MEMBERSHIP TEAM is looking for a few 
volunteers to work with us.  There will be occa-
sional meetings, and we will be working on creat-

ing a plan to market Beth El and attract new members, as 
well as activities to engage our current community. This 
is a great way for you to get to meet and create new con-
nections within Beth El. Let Joanne Rhodes know if 
you would like to be on the team: 
morah814@gmail.com. 

Sip and Schmooze is a wine tasting Chavurah. We 
meet once a month, go on occasional field trips, and of 
course taste the fruit of the vine. We are open to tasting 
other spirits as well. We are having a wine tasting on 
December 12 at 2:30. We meet in person so everyone has 
to be vaccinated. If you are interested let Joanne know: 
morah814@gmail.com. 

Broadway Babies and Movie Moguls has planned its 
first event. We will attend the matinee showing of Rent 
at Signature Theater on Nov. 20. We will either meet for 
lunch beforehand or dinner afterwards. We would love 
anyone who is interested to join us. Contact Signature 
Theater for seats (https://www.sigtheatre.org/). Signature 
will require all audiences (including children) to wear a 
mask AND provide proof of vaccination or negative 
Covid test to attend all live public performances and 
events at indoor venues. If you are interested in attending 
or would like more information please contact Joanne: 

morah814@gmail.com. 
Gabbing in the Garden had wonderful weather for our 

trip to Meadowlark Botanical Gardens in Vienna. The 
group is deciding on the next outing. If you are interested 
in joining the group, please contact Joanne at  
morah814@gmail.com. Our next gardening trip to Hill-
wood Gardens will be on Nov. 21.  

Gabbing at Meadowlark Gardens 
L. to R.: Eileen Greenberg, Spruce Fraser, Laura  

Bloodgood, Linda Shapiro, Patricia Lutkowitz 

mailto:morah814@gmail.com
mailto:morah814@gmail.com
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S 
O MUCH TO CELEBRATE in November and 
December—Shabbat, Thanksgiving, Hanukkah. 
And Tot Shabbat plans to celebrate it all! 

We will have Tot Shabbat services on the following 
Saturday mornings at 11:00 am: 

November 6 
November 20 – Tot Shabbat of Giving Thanks 
December 4 – Hanukkah Tot Shabbat 
December 18 
As of now, we are planning to hold Tot Shabbat on 

Zoom each of those mornings — and, if the weather co-
operates (particularly in November), we expect to be 
Zooming from the Chapel in the Woods so that fami-
lies who prefer in an-person service can attend in per-
son.  

Note that reservations are required if you’d like to 
attend in person. Please do not let that keep you from 
signing up. We’ve got plenty of room for your family 
and want to see you! 

If you prefer to participate on Zoom, be sure to sign 
up for the Beth El Tot Programming email list. That 
way, you’ll be emailed the link before each service. 

 
Let’s stay connected! 
Miss Carol (Carol Boyd Leon) 
cboydleon@gmail.com 

Tot Families Celebrate Together 

W 
HILE I AM TRYING hard to come up with an 
in person event that most of you will feel com-
fortable attending, the Brandeis Committee of 

Northern Virginia has invited us to attend their Zoom 
presentation with Dr. Robert Watson titled Affairs of 
State: The History of Love, Sex, and Scandal in the White 
House. You will remember the wonderful in-person pro-
gram he did for us on Hamilton, and also the Zoom 
presentation on Truman. I know this will be equally fas-
cinating. 

This event will be on Dec. 16 at 2:00 pm. All the in-
formation is on the Brandeis flyer that is on page 21 in 
this Bulletin. 

Please let me know if you will be attending. I would 
like to keep track of who is on the Zoom. 

Also, if any of your emails have changed, please let 
me know. I send out notices about events that the Renais-
sance Group is planning, and I also invite suggestions 
from members of the group. 

 
For now, see you on Zoom. 
Linda Vogel 

Renaissance Group  Readers of Beth El 

T 
HE READERS OF BETH EL 
will meet next on Monday, 
Nov. 8 at 7:00 pm to discuss 
The Color of Love: A Story of 

a Mixed Race Jewish Girl, by Marra  
B. Gad. In this well received mem-
oir, a mixed race Jewish woman re-
counts her journey from adoption 
and prejudice to helping the family 
that once shunned her.  

The readers would like to thank 
Beth El member and author Chuck 
Harris for joining our discussion of his book Crazy 
Blues last month. We all thoroughly enjoyed this piece of 
historical fiction, and having the author with us gave 
such an inside look at the story and characters. Thanks so 
much Chuck!! 

 
Lynne Orens 
lorens750@aol.com 

mailto:cboydleon@gmail.com
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Nov. – Dec. Special Events 
Beth El 

Nov. 7: Start of Adult Education Series: 

Becoming a Soulful Parent with Rabbi Spinrad 

Nov. 12: Ner Tamid Dedication Ceremony 

Nov. 14 and 21: WRJ Hanukkah Boutique (see page 7) 

Nov. 14: Chapel in the Woods Workday and WRJ  

Hanukkah Social (see pages 12 and 18) 

Nov. 20: Broadway Babies and Movie Moguls Group Event 

(see page 14) 

Nov. 21: Annual Thanksgiving Get-Together with Christ 

Church and Gabbing in the Garden Visit to Hillwood  

Gardens (see pages 6 and 14) 

Nov. 28: First Night of Hanukkah 

Dec. 3: Hanukkah Shabbat and Celebration (see page 7) 

Dec. 5: Chapel in the Woods Workday and Club 67  

Hanukkah Event (see page 12 and 13) 

Dec. 10: Soul Shabbat with Elana Arian and the Soul Shabbat 

Band (see page 4) 

Dec. 11: Cantor’s Concert with Elana Arian  

(see page 4 and 19) 

Dec. 12: Sip & Schmooze Wine Tasting Event (see page 14) 

Always check the website calendar for specific dates 

and current information about which events are online 

and which are in-person. Find it at  

https://www.bethelhebrew.org/calendar. 
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In the Community 

Nov. 11: Charles E. Smith Life Communities Special Event: 

Stupid Things I Won’t Do When I Get Older 

Nov. 16: HUC Event: Muhammad’s Treaty Guaranteeing 

Equal Rights for Jews under Islamic Rule 

Nov. 18: URJ Event: Just Add Water: An Introduction to  

Mikveh 

Nov. 21: Jewish Genealogy Society of Greater Washington 

Event: After You’re Gone: Futureproofing Your  

Genealogy Research 

Dec. 9: Charles E. Smith Life Communities Special Event: 

There She Was: The History of Miss America 

Dec. 19: Brandeis National Committee of Northern Virginia 

Special Event: Affairs of State: The History of Love, Sex, 

and Scandal in the White House (see page 21) 

Find more community events at  

www.bethelhebrew.org/events-of-interest.html. 

 

WRJ Social Action 

 

 Janet Garber and  Joann Gottlieb 
 Garberj123@gmail.com  Joanngottlieb@msn.com 
 703-598-7904   home: 703-521-3862 
   text: 703-407-9190 

Afghan Refugees 

The focus for WRJ Social Action is to support the 
recent refugees from Afghanistan. Linda Waller is lead-
ing this effort with the Beth El Refugee Assistance Com-
mittee, and WRJ is committed to support her. This will 
be a very complicated long-term effort. Currently, the 
committee is collecting gift cards for major stores such 
as Giant, Safeway, Walmart, and Target. Gift cards can 
be dropped off in the Beth El front office during normal 
business hours. 

Friends of Guest House 

WRJ will also support our long-time social action 
partner, Friends of Guest House, during this Hanukkah 
season. Guest House has requested slippers and robes as 

gifts for their 30+ residents. For slippers, the slip-on/clog 
style like this is popular. Or the moccasin style like this. 
Sizes 8-10 are most needed. For robes they tend to like 
plush robes with fun patterns/colors like this. Sizes M-
2X are most needed. If you prefer to shop on-line and 
have your donation delivered directly to Beth El, keep an 
eye on our weekly email for an Amazon Wish List Link! 

If you shop on your own, you can drop off your dona-
tions at Beth El Dec. 5 – 15, on the cart in the vestibule. 
In order that these items can be used as Christmas gifts 
for the Guest House residents, please ensure that your 
donations arrive at Beth El no later than Dec. 15. 

Thanks for your continuing support of Friends of 
Guest House! 

https://www.bethelhebrew.org/calendar
http://www.bethelhebrew.org/events-of-interest.html
mailto:Garberj123@gmail.com
mailto:Joanngottlieb@msn.com
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https://tinyurl.com/hh2dxzj7
https://tinyurl.com/f2m4jbs6
https://tinyurl.com/w2b6u48u
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Israel Committee News 

The Israel Committee values diversity of opinion. We provide opportunities for committee members to express different 
perspectives that form our decisions about Israel. These articles represent the opinions of the writer.  

Questions about the Israel Committee may be addressed to the Co-Chairs. 

 Alex Buttgenbach Ron Sturman 

 buttgenbach@gmail.com rgsturman@msn.com  

are selected based upon their professional legal qualifica-
tions, not their political affiliations. The committee is 
composed of nine members:  
• Three Judges of the Supreme Court, including the 

President of the Court (representing the judicial 
branch of government); 

• The Minister of Justice (Chair) and one other cabinet 
minister (both representing the executive branch of 
government); 

• Two Members of the Knesset (representing the legis-
lative branch of government); 

• Two representatives of the Israel Bar Association 
(representing the legal profession). 
Procedure: Most often, the Supreme Court sits in 

panels of three Judges. However, there are instances 
where a single Judge may hear certain matters. And in 
cases of special importance the Supreme Court can sit as 
an expanded panel with an uneven number of Judges.  

Case Load: The Supreme Court decides more than 
10,000 cases annually! About 60 percent of these are 
cases that are heard before a single Judge. (Compare this 
figure to the 80-100 cases a year that the U.S. Supreme 
Court hears.) 

In summary, it’s clear that there are some important 
differences as well as similarities between the Israeli Su-
preme Court and its counterpart in the U.S. While both 
serve as appellate courts and rule on the legality of legis-
lation and government actions, they differ in their 
makeup, in the selection of Judges, and in operating pro-
cedures. Yet the Supreme Courts of both countries are 
being criticized for taking on an increasingly activist 
role.  

Did You Know...? Since Israel still does not have a 
written constitution, Israel’s High Court of Justice has 
played a major role in interpreting the eleven “Basic 
Laws” enacted by the Knesset, which establish the coun-
try’s basic political institutions. Over the summer, the 
Court ruled on the legality of the 2018 Nation State Law. 
This law, along with other Basic Laws, will be the sub-
ject of a future article.  

The Israel Committee would welcome the participa-
tion of other Beth El members especially those with le-
gal/government backgrounds when we examine these 
Basic Laws in the future. 

 
L’shalom, 
Robin Thompson 

D 
EAR FELLOW CONGREGANTS,  
As promised in my previous article, I’ve taken a 
closer look at Israel’s Supreme Court. It seems 

an especially timely subject, given the attention currently 
being paid to the U.S. Supreme Court and whether it is 
taking too activist a role. The same is true in Israel, 
where their Supreme Court ruled this past summer on the 
legality of the Nation-State Basic Law. That’s an issue 
we might want to look into at a future time.  

If you’ve grown up in the U.S. like me, when you 
hear the words Supreme Court, you probably picture the 
nine solemn-faced black-robed justices who sit on our 
highest court. You may be familiar with the process 
whereby the president nominates an individual, the Sen-
ate holds hearings and votes to approve or reject the 
nominee, and, if approved, the Supreme Court Justice 
serves for life. Recent Senate hearings have gotten a lot 
of media attention and the whole process has become 
increasingly politicized. How does the U.S. system com-
pare with Israel’s? 

Jurisdiction: The Israeli Supreme Court, like the U.S. 
Supreme Court, operates in dual capacities. First, it 
serves as the highest appellate court in the country, hear-
ing cases that were initially heard in the lower district 
courts. Secondly, it operates as the High Court of Justice 
(known as Begetz in Hebrew), reviewing legislation,  
petitions brought against government bodies, and judg-
ments made in labor and rabbinical courts.  

Make-up of the Court: Members of the Israeli Su-
preme Court are called Judges, whereas members of the 
U.S. Supreme Court are called Justices. The number of 
Judges on the Israeli Supreme Court is fixed by Knesset 
resolution. At this time, there are 15 Judges, although the 
number has varied over the years.  

By convention, the most senior Judge is the President 
of the Court (equivalent to the Chief Justice of the U.S. 
Supreme Court), and the next most senior Judge is the 
Deputy President. The President of the Court is the head 
of the entire judicial system in Israel. The current Presi-
dent of the Court, serving in this capacity since 2017, is 
Esther Hayut, who was first appointed to the court in 
2004. Currently, four of the 15 Judges are women. The 
Judges range in age from their late 30s to their late 60s. 
Note that there is a mandatory retirement age of 70, 
which does not exist in the U.S.  

Selection Process: Supreme Court Judges are ap-
pointed by the President of Israel from names submitted 
by the Judicial Selection Committee. In theory, Judges 

mailto:buttgenbach@gmail.com
mailto:rgsturman@msn.com
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T 
HE PERMANENT ENDOWMENT FUND (PEF) 
is winding down an exceptional year. The PEF has 
added 34 new voting members since the beginning 

of 2019, with 19 new members joining so far in 2021: 
 

Joel Bernstein & Quinn Jennings 
Todd Bolick 
Mimi Cooper 

Jeff Dannick & Marcia Mofson 
Jake Gallun & Pamela Zitron 

Bobbie Gershman 
Merrill Goldsmith 

Russell & Ogechee Koffler 
Richard & Jane Marcus 

Jill & Richard Mendelson 
Beth & Mark Miller 

Sara and Louis Moore 
Joan & Tobin Naidorf 

Susan Paley & Dean Pinkert 
Marsha & Norman Reiser 

Myra Wendel Roney 
Francie & Alan Schweber 

Robin Thompson 
Catherine & David Weinraub 

Donald & Susan Worden 
 

Today there are 120 total member families, support-
ing the PEF and ensuring that Beth El can meet its needs 
and stay vibrant for many years to come. The PEF has 
provided over $100,000 in capital to Beth El over the 
past two years to meet its mortgage obligations and sup-
port a number of key projects. This year the PEF has 

Permanent Endowment Fund News 

In-Person Hanukkah Social for 
WRJ Members and  

Prospective Members 
We will have an in-person Hanukkah Social 

for WRJ members and prospective members 
on Nov. 14 at 2:30 pm. We will have more 
details in the Beth El weekly emails and in 

emails to WRJ members.  

Not a WRJ member? Check us out at the  
Social, and if you decide to join, you can pay 

dues at the Social.  

Note that in-person attendees must be 
masked and bring proof of vaccination. 

Longtime Carpenter’s 

Shelter volunteers and 

Beth El congregants 

Annette Kilian, Jeremy 

Flachs, Gabrielle  

Kaufman, Janet Garber 

and Kris Keydel, along 

with Beth El President 

Alan Cohn and Rabbi 

David Spinrad, cele-

brate the beautiful new 

Carpenter’s Shelter fa-

cility and the guest room 

recently named in honor 

of Beth El Hebrew  

Congregation. 

A Great Simcha 

committed capital to purchase new furniture for the lob-
by and meditation room, and contributed towards re-
painting the interior and re-carpeting the multi-purpose 
room, seminar room, and learning center.  

To celebrate our 40th anniversary, the PEF trustees 
committed to contribute $1,000 for every new member 
that joins. The program was so successful, the trustees 
agreed to extend the match through the end of the calen-
dar year for the next 15 new members. Donors reach 
membership at $500, and this program is a great way to 
leverage your contribution with an additional $1,000 
trustee match. Donations can be accrued over time. Con-
tact Dan Rothschild at danielmrothschild@gmail.com 
for more information on becoming a PEF member and 
taking advantage of the match. To make a donation, you 
can logon to the congregational website or contact Dana 
Arnold in the Beth El office at  
darnold@bethelhebrew.org. 

The trustees have also launched a program to include 
bequests to the Permanent Endowment Fund in your es-
tate plan. The new L’Dor V’Dor Legacy Society will 
recognize those who make a provision for Beth El in 
their will, trust, or estate. You can ensure that Beth El 
thrives for many years to come by making Beth El a part 
of your legacy. We already have many commitments 
from Beth El members for this new legacy program, and 
you will read more about them in the coming months. 
Please contact Michael Bluestein at  
michael@thebluesteins.com to learn more about how to 
include Beth El in your estate planning. 

 
Michael Bluestein 
Chair, Permanent Endowment Fund 

about:blank
mailto:darnold@bethelhebrew.org
about:blank
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BETH EL GENERAL FUND 
Donor 
Stephen Banks .............................................................. Shana Tova, from the 

 Reinoso & Banks families 

Norman Lent 
Donor In Appreciation of 
Alice Lowenthal ......................................... The Caring Community Committee 
Richard Yaskin ............................................................ The Torah Study group 
 led by Gilah Goldsmith 

Leslie Klein ....................................................... Streaming of High Holidays & 
 Shabbat services via Facebook Live 
Donor In Celebration of 
Emily & Ty Tillett ............................................... The birth and baby naming of 
 Sara Tillett 
Jennifer May .................................................................................. Merritt May 
Donor In Memory of 
Eva Liebross ........................................................... Two wonderful husbands, 
 Walter Liebross & Bernie Rudwick 

Julie Brodie ................................................................... Marvin & Pearl Brodie 
M. Jack Wilkenfeld .............................................. Esther & Norman Wilkenfeld 

BROTHERHOOD 
Donor 
Jeffrey Davidson & Janet Cady 

CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Donor In Celebration of 
Janet Hlatky ............................................................. Sally Schneider receiving 

 her master’s degree 

CHAPEL IN THE WOODS 
Donor In Memory of 
Rebecca & Jon Kulok ............................................................ Harriett Lippman 

RICHARD FAKOURY MUSIC FUND 
Donor In Appreciation of 
Ann Levy ......................................... Cantor Jason Kaufman, Eric Schnobrick, 

 and the High Holiday musicians 

Janet Hlatky ............................................... The beautiful High Holidays music 
Donor In Memory of 
Audrey Liebross & Jay Jarvis ................................................... Robert Holden 

INCLUSION FUND 

Donor In Memory of 
Janet Hlatky ....................................................................... Robert Holden, Sr. 

JACK KLEIN MEMORIAL GENEALOGY LIBRARY 

Donor In Memory of 
Faith Klein .......................................................................... Robin & Jack Klein 

MARC ROSS SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Donor In Honor of 
Barbara Rosenfeld ............................................................. Shelli Ross, for her 
 caring, kindness, 
 assistance, & friendship 

Donor In Memory of 
Paul Polinger & Susan Miller ................................................... Oscar Polinger 

The Congregation Gratefully Acknowledges the Following Donations 

Thank you for your generous donations. No donation 

is too small. All donations are acknowledged in The 

Bulletin two months following their receipt. Acknowl-

edgements are mailed with a minimum of $18 per 

person per acknowledgement. 

HIGH HOLIDAYS/KOL NIDRE APPEAL 
Donor 
Evan & Colleen Bolick 
Dorrit & Ben Lowsen 
Lewis Ross 
Denise Shauer 
Michael & Juliet Bluestein 
Gerald & Aurora Kassalow 
David & Donna Hayford 
Russell & Ogechee Koffler 
Shelli Ross 
Benjamin Mehlman & Esther Belenker 
Yelena Raben & William Hurst 
Ellen & Stuart Kovar 
Marvin & Jane Kraft Burstein 
Gary & Arlene Avakian 
Rebeccah Ballo & Frank Ali 
Adam Zissman & Sandy Marks 
Kirk Fedder 
Jerry & Enid Liess 
Colleen Griffith-Regal & Richard Regal 
Jeffrey Davidson & Janet Cady 
Paul Polinger & Susan Miller 
Arlene Tave & Colin Campbell 

Donor In Celebration of 
Kate Zepka ................................................ Almost completing her conversion 

Donor In Honor of 
Dawn & Jack Kaye.................................... Rabbi Spinrad, Cantor Kaufman, & 
 Rabbi Romano for their inspiring & 
 meaningful High Holy Day services 

Donor In Appreciation of 
Greg & Marcy Babitz........................................ The wonderful job done by the 
 Beth El clergy & staff for the 
 High Holidays 
Donor In Memory of 
Susan, Roland, & Hannah Meisner ............................ Edna Gold Schechter & 
 Bella Schreier Gold 
Gaynor Sorrell........................................................................ Sylvia Kassalow 
Rachel Peretz ..................................................................Dolores V. Fizdale & 
 Dr. Bertram Peretz 
Jesse & Roxanne Reisman .......................... Benjamin Reisman & Cecilia Hill 
Anonymous ............................................................................. Kenneth Stroud 
Faith Lifshen ............................................................. Rabbi Leonard Lifshen & 
 Dr. Jay Lifshen 
Alan Cohen ........................................... Abraham G. Cohen & Ruth R. Cohen 
Sheila Fieldman ..................................................................... Arnold Fieldman 
Rabbi Sheldon Ezring ................................................................... Irene Ezring 

SHAPIRO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Donor In Memory of 
Michael Shapiro & Julie Rosenberg .......................... Marshall Baram Shapiro 

Beth El Bulletin November/December 2021 

Continued on page 22 
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Brandeis National Committee of Northern Virginia Invites You to: 

 
Affairs of State:  The History of Love, Sex, and  

Scandal in the White House with Dr. Robert Watson 
 

Dec. 19 at 2:00 pm 
 
 
 

Those of us who have attended Dr. Watson’s presentations both in person and on Zoom know they 
are both great fun and thought-provoking. Our next event on Dec. 19 at 2:00 pm will be just as 
exciting.  Dr. Watson is an award-winning author who has published more than 40 books and roughly 
200 scholarly articles and chapters on topics in history and politics, as well as two multi-edition 
encyclopedia sets on the presidents and first ladies.  Here’s Dr. Watson’s brief description of his 
upcoming lecture on Affairs of State:  
 

“We know a lot about the presidents. Entire forests are felled to fill the pages of books on them. 
But we don't always study them ‘at ease’ or away from the spotlight. This fun lecture explores 
matters of the heart and hearth by examining the love lives, young girlfriends, and mistresses of 
our Commanders-in-Chief. Along the way, by considering these presidential peccadillos, we flesh 
out (pun intended) some interesting and important insights into their character (or lack thereof!). 
Enjoy this fun romp through the ‘other side’ of presidential history!” 

 

We all need a bit of fun right now and this is just the ticket! 
 

When:  Sunday, Dec. 19, 2:00 pm 
 
Cost:   $18.00 to Brandeis National Committee per household (tax deductible) 
 
Registration Deadline:  Monday, Dec. 13 
 

If paying by check: 
RSVP to: 

Atara Aharonovitz at atara1175@gmail.com 
(We must have your email address in order to send you a Zoom invitation).   

Send your check payable to BNC to: 
Reva Fox, 8815 Blue Royale Lane, Fairfax, VA 22031 
Please enter the name of the event in the Memo Line of your check.  

 
Online registration & payment details to follow. 
 

For technical questions contact Atara Aharonovitz at atara1175@gmail.com or (201)563-7071 
or Diane Perry at dperry246@gmail.com or (443)745-2483 
 
 

See You in December! 
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The Pozez JCC-Beth El Early Childhood Learning Center 
(ECLC) is ready for you! 

We still have just a few spots for this year and registration opens  
in January for the 2022-23 school year. 

 
The Early Childhood Learning Center offers a 12-month, full-time program for  

children who will be two, three or four years old by Sept. 30. Our full-time toddler 
program accepts students from 16-23 months. 

The ECLC, offering a Reggio Emilia-inspired philosophy, is licensed by the  
Commonwealth of Virginia and is open to all members of the community. 

For more information, or to set up a virtual tour, please contact  
Director Dina Backer at 703-537-3084 or dina.backer@theJ.org. 

PERMANENT ENDOWMENT FUND 

Donor 
Daniel & Jennifer Rothschild 
Janet Garber & Kris Keydel 
Jeremy Flachs & Elizabeth Hernandez 

Donor In Celebration of 
Sara & Louis Moore ................................ Jerry & Enid Liess’ 65th anniversary 
 and in appreciation of the clergy 
 and staff for all they do 

Donor In Memory of 
Myra Roney .................................................................. Judy Traub Fitzpatrick 
     Mark & Brenda Kozak 
Mimi & Faith Cooper .............................................................. T. David Cooper 

SOCIAL ACTION FUND 

Donor 
Deborah & Alvin Spitzer 

RABBI’S GOOD DEED FUND 

Donor 
Len & Ann Wolf 

Donor In Appreciation of 
Ann Levy .................................................................................... Rabbi Spinrad 
Sheldon & Judith Katz ...................................... Rabbi Spinrad for a wonderful 
 Yom Kippur service 

Donor In Honor of 
Michael & Juliet Bluestein ..................................... Rabbi Spinrad’s leadership 
 through the pandemic 
Mimi Cooper .................................................................... Ruth Perlstein & the 
 Caring Community Committee 

Donor In Memory of 
Susan & Roberto Mosse ................................................... Lieselotte Heilshorn 
 

Continued from page 20 

mailto:dina.backer@theJ.org
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SPECIALIZING IN MASSAGE FOR MUSCULAR PAIN AND STRESS REDUCTION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

333 N. Fairfax St. (703) 548-2270 

Suite 303 fax (703) 549-2770 

Alexandria, VA 22314 www.alexmyo.com 
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Look for the  
services schedule on page 
2, special events on page 
16, and find the full up-to-

the-minute calendar on 
the Beth El website at  

https://www.bethelhebrew.org/calendar 

The Bulletin  
Beth El Hebrew  

Congregation 

3830 Seminary Road 

Alexandria, VA 22304 

Member: Union for 

Reform Judaism 

Founded in 1859 

Office 703-370-9400 

 

www.bethelhebrew.org 

 

 

Senior Rabbi 

Rabbi Emeritus 

Cantor 

Executive Director 

Rabbi, Director of  

   Education 

Preschool Site Director 

 

President 

Executive Vice President 

Vice Presidents 

 

Treasurer 

Secretary 

Brotherhood President 

WRJ President 

Bulletin Editor 

Nov.-Dec. 2021 

Volume 77 – No.2 

 

School: 703-370-6644 

 

office@bethelhebrew.org 

bulletin@bethelhebrew.org 

 

David Spinrad 

Brett Isserow 

Jason R. Kaufman 

Elizabeth Bayer 

Bailey Romano 

 

Dina Backer 

 

Alan Cohn 

Dorrit Lowsen 

Jake Gallun 

Naomi Mercer 

Adam Zissman 

Helene Cohen 

Matt Mutterperl 

Linda Shapiro 

Janet Hlatky 

 

 

A Proud Member of the URJ 

https://www.bethelhebrew.org/calendar

