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November 2020 

Worship Services 
 

Friday, November 6 

Erev Shabbat Services 

7:30 pm  

Saturday, November 7 

Shabbat Morning Services 

10:30 am 

Tot Shabbat 

11:00 am 

Friday, November 13 

Erev Shabbat Services 

7:30 pm  

Saturday, November 14 

Shabbat Morning Services 

10:30 am 

Friday, November 20 

Erev Shabbat Services 

7:30 pm  

Saturday, November 21 

Shabbat Morning Services 

10:30 am 

Tot Shabbat of Giving Thanks 

11:00 am 

Friday, November 27 

Erev Shabbat Services 

7:30 pm  

Saturday, November 28 

Shabbat Morning Services 

10:30 am 

Please check the online Beth El calendar or email office@bethelhebrew.org before leaving to 
attend ANY event. As we go to press, there are still few in-person events in November! 

November Highlights 

Even during a pandemic, we’ve got a lot 

going on! Join us! We are Beth El! 

mailto:office@bethelhebrew.org
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O 
N THE NIGHTS of Nov. 9-
10, 1938, mobs throughout 
Germany and its recently 

acquired territories of Austria and 
Sudetenland openly attacked Jews in the street, in their 
homes, at their places of work, and in synagogues. At 
least 96 Jews were killed. Hundreds more were injured. 
More than 1,000 synagogues were burned. Almost 7,500 
Jewish businesses were destroyed. Cemeteries and 
schools were vandalized. Thirty thousand Jews were 
arrested and sent to concentration camps. As we do each 
year, November marks this barbaric tragedy, Kris-
tallnacht, “The Night of Broken Glass.” 

While nothing parallels the horrors of the Holocaust, 
antisemitism in the United States from both the Right 
and the Left is indisputably in ascent. In 2019, the Anti-
Defamation League tabulated 2,107 antisemitic incidents 
throughout the United States, a 12% increase from the 
1,879 incidents recorded in 2018 and the highest number 
on record since the ADL began tracking antisemitic inci-
dents in 1979.2 With white supremacists in the United 
States experiencing a resurgence since 2016, driven in 
part by the rise of the alt-right, absurd QAnon conspira-
cy theorists, and an ideology that centers on the assertion 
that the white race is in danger of being drowned by a 
rising tide of non-white people who are controlled and 
manipulated by Jews, we revisit ten sources of anti-
Jewish behavior according to Dr. Steven Windmueller:3 
1. Cycles of Antisemitism: Historically, trigger events 

generate antisemitism where Christianity and Islam 
continue to influence culture and behavior. One can 
identify belief patterns in connection with anti-
Jewish behaviors in religion, economics, health and 
welfare, politics, and race. 

2. External Factors and Antisemitic Behaviors: Eco-
nomic dislocation, political upheaval, health/
pandemic conditions can each contribute to antisem-
itism.  

3. Conspiracy Ideas: One of the oldest forms of anti-
semitism, antisemites ascribe to individual Jews out-
sized power and influence, labeling Jews and Juda-
ism as existing outside society. 

4. Marginalizing Jews: In attacks against Jews based 
on assumed personality traits, practices, and beliefs, 
this antisemitism represents a practice prominent in 
the Middle Ages and within early modern societies.  

5. Economics and Antisemitism: Negative stereotypes 
of Jews using wealth as a means of control is one of 
the oldest antisemitic tropes employed against Jews.  

6. Social Media: Social media plays an outsized role in 
antisemitism today, serving as purveyor of antise-
mitic messaging and radicalizing white suprema-
cists. 

7. Holocaust Denial: An effort to deny or minimize 
Nazi atrocities seeks to remove blame from the per-
petrators. Further, claiming Nazi ideas and actions 
are now practiced by Israel allows antisemites to 
label Israel as “Nazis,” suggesting that the former 
victims have taken on the behaviors of their oppres-
sors. 

8. Israel as the Collective Jew: Anti-Zionism repre-
sents the most recent, overt, and socially acceptable 
expression of antisemitism. Boycott, Divestment, 
and Sanctions (BDS) efforts against Israel represent 
a core strategy. The BDS movement uses economic 
pressure to weaken Israel and slides into antisemitic 
behavior when it demonizes, delegitimizes, or holds 
Israel to a double-standard to which no other nations 
are held.  

9. Intersectionality, Cancel Culture, and Replacement 
Theory: In intersectionality, the misrepresented vic-
timization of Palestinians is cataloged along with 
other persecuted groups who have also been so iden-
tified. In cancel culture, people whose pro-Israel 
politics and Zionist political identities are viewed as 
problematic or with suspicion and their legitimacy is 
associated exclusively with these identifications. 
Replacement theory claims that another people or 
culture are entitled to claim ownership to Jewish 
identity (i.e., Black Hebrew as the “real” Jews), ulti-
mately asserting that Jews should be eliminated as 
we have no legitimacy. 

10. Jews and Whiteness: For white supremacists, Jews 
of Central and Eastern European descent are at-
tempting to replace “whites” in positions of power 
and are described as becoming “too white.” Related-
ly, on the other end of the political spectrum, Jews 
of Central and Eastern European descent are seen as 
abandoning their minority and victimhood statuses 
in exchange for “becoming white.” In doing so, per-
secutorial claims are invalidated. 

— Rabbi Spinrad 
 
____________________________________________ 
1. Note: I spell the word “antisemitism” rather than “anti-
Semitism.” “Semitic” is a largely obsolete term for ethnic or 
cultural groups principally in the Middle East and North and 
East Africa. Antisemitism is unique and directed exclusively at 
Jews and no other groups. 

2. https://www.adl.org/audit2019 

3. Dr. Steven Windmueller: https://ejewishphilanthropy.com/from-
qanon-to-traditional-modalities-of-hatea-catalogue-of-anti-jewish-
behavior/  

Rabbi’s Remarks: 
10 Sources of Antisemitism1
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Cantor’s Corner 

This is an excerpt from my contribu-
tion to the Yom Kippur Afternoon Heal-
ing Service 

Months ago, when we entered into 
this period of social distancing, none of 
us could have imagined what the next 
few months of religious life would look like together, let 
alone an online High Holiday season. The message I 
shared in our healing service offers a snapshot of how so 
many of us had to re-invent how we approached our 
work together in the early days of social distancing.  
Every single one of us learned new skills and technolo-
gies to bring our community into this new era. It’s be-
cause of your openness and resilience that the High Hol-
idays were as meaningful and sacred as they were.  

I’m full of gratitude for the clergy, professional, and 
music teams that I’m a part of. I feel blessed to be a 
member of this sacred and innovative Beth El communi-
ty. I appreciate everyone’s trust, partnership, and sup-
port. There are so many people to thank for the High 
Holidays being as successful as they were. Please know, 
I’m always afraid to list individuals’ names at risk of 
accidentally forgetting a single person. So to everyone 
who helped to create this year’s High Holiday season, 
particularly our technological wizards who made every-
thing run seamlessly. THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 
THANK YOU! 

May this year of 5781 be one of healing, be one of 
innovation, and be one of holiness.  

 
— Cantor Jason Kaufman 

S 
O I REMEMBER it like it was yesterday. We had 
decided the day before that our building was going 
to be closing, though we had no idea for how long, 

and truly, I don’t think any of us at the time really un-
derstood what that would mean.  

It was on a Thursday morning that I started to worry 
about how Shabbat services — the first that I was going 
to be leading from my home — were going to work. I 
drove to Beth El, rummaged the building for large Rub-
bermaid containers, piled my entire music library into 
them, and then dragged them into my car. Not knowing 
the next time I would be in the building, I simply had to 
have my entire music library with me.  

Once I got home, books in hand, I began to figure out 
how on earth were we going to stream services live, 
from my living room.  

By Friday night, Kirk and I together figured it out. 
For the next few months, our living room transformed 
into a TV studio, surrounded by gadgets, lights, and 
computer monitors. What you see on your side of your 
computer screen is really only half the story.  

I then began to return my library to my office, after 
learning how to digitize my music, which now lives in 
Dropbox and this iPad.  

A year ago, I didn’t understand any of the technology 
that now I use on a daily basis. And I know that for 
many of you who watch this service on your computer 
screen you’ve had the same experience. We’ve learned 
and we’ve grown.  

None of us knows exactly what the future holds for 
us, but I’m grateful for the blessings of new technology 
that allow us to gather in ways we could have never im-
agined. 

Readers of Beth El 

T 
HE READERS OF Beth El 
will “meet” next on Dec. 7 
at  
7:00 pm (no meeting in 

November). We will discuss No-
body Will Tell You This But Me: A 
True (as told to me) Story by Bess 
Kalb. An Emmy-nominated TV 
writer and New Yorker contributor, 
she saved every voicemail her 
grandmother Bobby Bell ever left 
her. Bobby died at age 90, and 
Bess recounts the life story of four 
generations through Bobby’s voice 
with humor and poignancy.  

— Lynne Orens 
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President’s Point of View 
We Are Beth El 

An update from our Kol Nidre High Holiday fund-
raising appeal: I am happy to report it was a success. We 
raised a little more than $30,000 from 65 members and 
non-members in total. Many thanks to all for your gener-
ous support of Beth El. While I wish that this was the 
last fundraising appeal, I expect we will continue to see 
the impact from the loss of our traditional annual reve-
nue streams as the year progresses.  

To that end, we will be sending our end of year sup-
plemental giving request timed to make one last tax ap-
propriate donation before year’s end.  

But I would be remiss in my duties as President if I 
did not thank each and every one of our donors for their 
generous Kol Nidre appeal donations and to all of our 
members for their continued financial support of Beth 
El. 

I have one other financial matter to report: I am hap-
py to report to the Beth El community that alongside our 
banking partner, United Bank, Beth El was able to re-
finance her small $540,000 mortgage, lowering our 
monthly payments and saving us a little more than 
$10,500 annually.  

You may have heard me — and others — say “We 
are all Beth El.” Well, it is not only figuratively true; it 
is quite literally true… in the sense that I cannot keep 
things going alone. No one of us can. But together we 
can do great things. We are all in this together. 
 
L‘Shalom, 
— Alan Cohn 

Beth El Bulletin November 2020 

Y 
OU KNOW… lots of great 
stuff happens at Beth El, and 
I wanted to use my November 

column to bring to your attention 
some of these great things that as 

President I get to see. 
Thank to our High Holiday technical volunteers who 

willingly and with enthusiasm took on leadership roles, 
embracing new technologies and helping others to do so, 
Bruce Sherman, Laura Bloodgood and Leah Cohen 
Hirsch, and Jesse Reisman, Todah Rabah. 

Thank you to the RSY Committee, and its Chair 
Donna Sachs, for creatively seeking out new solutions 
for our students to gather in a safe, socially-distant man-
ner via the Tent Program. 

Thank you to the front office staff Dana Arnold, 
Becky McMurray, and Janet Hlatky for developing 
and pushing the increased use of online forms and dona-
tions all while nobody is actually working in the office. 
These technological efficiencies help us better serve our 
Beth El membership. 

With the playground nearing its completion, we are 
building on the lessons of these last few months by im-
proving our outdoor/parking lot facilities with better 
WiFi, considering the addition of a party-sized tent for 
socially-distanced gathering, and improving our internal 
internet capabilities so that one day, when we return the 
building, we will be able to more robustly stream ser-
vices from our sanctuary.  

We are Beth El and we are moving forward. 

Prayer Book Return Program 

Please return your borrowed High Holiday prayer books 

to Beth El. From 9:00 am – 5:00 pm Monday through 

Friday, the outer door facing the parking lot will be un-

locked and there will be a cart there. Just leave your 

books on the cart. Brotherhood will periodically empty 

the cart and check the books back in. If you were unable 

to get to Beth El and someone brought you your prayer 

books, please ask them to return them. If you have any 

questions, please contact Michael Tanner or the office. 
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Religious School Report 
I’m Kvelling 

T 
HERE ONCE WAS a man named Yitz who had a 
dog named Shmuel. Yitz was worried about 
Shmuel, so he took him to the vet.  

“My dog has a problem, doctor,” Yitz said. 
“OK, so tell me, what’s the problem.” 
“Well, doctor, Shmuel can talk.” 
“You’re joking!”  
“No I’m not. Just watch this.”  
Yitz then looked his dog in the eye and said, 

“Shmuel, fetch.” 
Immediately, Shmuel looked at Yitz and said,  
“Why, oh why, do you continue to talk to me like 

that? You only seem to talk to me when you want some-
thing. How degraded I feel. And that’s not all. You al-
ways force me to sleep on the cold floor at night — and 
me with my arthritis! And you persist in giving me un-
healthy fahkahkta food that contains a lot of salt and fat. 
And do you and Sarah ever take me for a decent walk? 
No you don’t. It’s always just out of the house and then 
right back home again. Oy vey! If I could only stretch 
out a little, maybe my sciatica wouldn’t hurt me so 
much! I should roll over and play dead for real, for all 
you care.” 

The vet was ecstatic. “This is absolutely incredible. 
I’ve never seen a talking dog. But why have you brought 
him here? What medical problem does Shmuel have?” 

“He has a very bad hearing problem, doctor. I said 
‘Fetch,’ not ‘Kvetch’.” 

The Torah and our textual tradition offers us myriad 
examples of complaining about the troubles or tzores in 
our lives, but as satisfying as it is to kvetch (complain), 
it’s much more important for us to kvell (express joy or 
pride). Now, more than ever, we need to focus on joy 
and gratitude over despair and complaining, and find 
ways to act to improve our lives and our world.  

Kvelling is all about gratitude. Last month we cele-
brated Consecration and Confirmation. It was an im-
mense joy to see our families come together.  

The first day our kindergarten and seventh grade stu-
dents came to the Tent, I cried with tears of joy and grat-
itude. Since Sep. 13, the majority of our Religious 
School and Netzer students have attended the Tent, our 
Outdoor Jewish Learning and Living Program. It’s hard 
to describe the sense of joy and gratitude that I see on 
our kids’ and parents’ faces as they leave their Tent pro-
gram.  

Alan Morinis writes in his book 
Every Day, Holy Day, “When you 
open yourself to experience the trait 
of gratitude, you discover with clari-
ty and accuracy how much good there is in your life. 
Practicing gratitude means recognizing the good that is 
already yours.” COVID-19 has affected all of us. Some 
days it’s really hard to keep pushing on when we miss so 
much of what we once loved about our lives. And yet, as 
Morinis says, gratitude reminds us that there are so very 
many things to be grateful for in these crazy times. I 
think it’s possible that many of us are grateful for things 
we never imagined before. This Thanksgiving and this 
November, may we find more ways to kvell than to 
kvetch. May we acknowledge and recognize our loss, 
but choose to dwell in gratitude for what we do have 
rather than what we lack. May we give thanks for reach-
ing this season in health and love, and may we kvell 
over the many small miracles of our lives and strive to 
bring more joy and hope to an uncertain world.  
 
Happy Thanksgiving!  
Rabbi Bailey  
bromano@bethelhebrew.org 

First grade Religious School class gathered together at The 

Tent: Our Outdoor Jewish Learning and Living Program 

under the synagogue Portico on Oct. 4. Our kids had a 

great time with their parents and teachers! 

mailto:bromano@bethelhebrew.org


 

 

T 
HANK YOU FOR the oppor-
tunity to serve as your interim 
executive director. My hopes 

for my short tenure until a new execu-
tive director is named are to improve WiFi inside and 
outside the building and increase understanding of the 
role that ShulCloud, our synagogue management soft-
ware, plays within Beth El. (Well, in addition to keeping 
things running and moving us toward a smooth reopen-
ing when it is safe to do so.) 
 
Why ShulCloud? 

We transitioned to ShulCloud two years ago for a 
variety of reasons. The key ones are: 

• Our previous system was antiquated. For example, it 
had a length limit on last names that forced us to 
truncate many hyphenated ones, and did not allow 
us to add data fields to account and people infor-
mation. 

• It also only performed a very few of the functions 
we needed. It did not support integrated school reg-
istration and management functions or the creation 
of forms. It did not have a way to register for calen-
dar events. 
  

ShulCloud has been a godsend during the pandemic, 
because it allows so much to be done online rather than 
by paper and snail mail. This is important because (a) 
most days there is no staff physically in the office to 
process paper forms and checks, and (b) it is safer for 
our staff if we are not processing paper. So far we have 
used online forms for Comedy Night, the Beverage Ex-
change, and most importantly, the High Holiday Fund-
raising Appeal.  
 

Executive Director’s Entry 

What can ShulCloud do for you?  
For one thing, you do not have to log in to use most 

of the features on the website. But if you are filling in a 
form or making a donation, if you log in first, you won’t 
have to enter your address, or email address, or phone 
number. ShulCloud already knows all that about you and 
will fill it in for you (a/k/a “autofill”). Also, if you store 
a credit card number inside ShulCloud (it’s secure and 
encrypted; the office sees only the last few digits), then 
making a donation or a payment takes only a few clicks. 

There is also the membership directory that you can 
use — but only if you log in. You can look up other peo-
ple’s email addresses and phone numbers. You can even 
add a photo to your own directory entry by: 

• searching for yourself,  

• clicking the Edit button,  
 

• then clicking Upload a file.  

• Remember to click Save 
Changes at the bottom when you’re 
done.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Janet Hlatky 
Interim Executive Director 

Important Caring Community Committee 
Reminder 

A 
S WE CONTINUE to isolate ourselves during this challenging time, please 
remember that Beth El’s Caring Community Committee is here for you. If 
you are ill, grieving a loss, or simply need someone to talk to, please let us 
know by contacting Ruth Perlstein at 703-978-9341. 

 You are not alone.  
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The Community Committee distributed High  

Holiday bags to homebound members 

...to this: 

Take your entry 

from this: 



 

 

 J-Care Journal 

P 
RESCHOOL IN A pandemic: It can be done! We 
are doing it, and it is spectacular! For everything 
we had to change for proper health and safety, we 

have found a new, creative, inventive way to carry it out.  
To limit exposure, we’ve asked only kids and teachers to 
be in the building — so we now have a carpool line! 
Each day, kids hop out of their cars and can’t wait to see 
their friends in the classroom. At the end of the day, kids 
are brought out to parents, wearing big smiles, eager to 
tell all the news of the day! And, so that parents can see 
evidence of our great day, our bulletin boards have 
moved to the windows!  

In order to keep classes from mixing (to limit expo-
sure), we can’t bring everyone together for our all school  
Shabbat on Fridays or for Havdalah on Mondays. In-
stead, we are bringing classes together via Zoom. The 
bonus is that parents can join us from home! 

Much of the Reggio Emilia philosophy encourages 
group work as we explore the world around us. We are 
still exploring the world but with separate materials. In-
stead of collecting rocks (or leaves or acorns) as a class, 
children have individual buckets for collections. Instead 
of sharing crayons or other art supplies in the middle of 
the table, children have individual boxes of supplies. 

And, when supplies are not easily shared, 
they are used individually and sanitized 
between uses.  

We are also spending a lot more time 
outside in the open air — which is  
healthier on so many levels.  

We are so happy to have kids back in the classrooms 
and in our hallways. And, we are so happy to see them 
having fun, learning, and being together, even in this 
very new way. 

As Thanksgiving approaches, I am feeling more 
grateful than ever before that our school is open, thriv-
ing, and continuing to serve our families. I am beyond 
grateful for our staff of talented, flexible, creative, and 
resourceful educators who have made their classrooms 
warm, friendly and welcoming despite the new rules. I 
am thankful for the opportunity to continue to grow as 
we look forward to bringing in more students. 

 
Wishing everyone a meaningful Thanksgiving! 

 
Dina Backer 
Director, J-Care Alexandria 
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Permanent Endowment Fund News 
The Permanent Endowment Fund welcomes the following new member and upgrade in  
membership categories in September: 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
If you’d like information about joining the Permanent Endowment Fund and contributing to Beth El’s future, please 

contact any of the trustees: Dana Arnold, chair; Michael Bluestein, treasurer; Jeremy Flachs, secretary; Ann Levy; 
Janet Garber; Dorrit Lowson; and Dan Rothschild.  

There are three levels of voting membership: Member ($500), Sponsor ($1,500), and Visionary ($5,000). Member-
ship can be accrued through donations over time to remember loved ones, express appreciation of others, celebrate life 
cycle simchas such as special birthdays, anniversaries, and the birth of children, and other notable events. 

Dana Arnold 
darnold.57@gmail.com 

Sponsors: 

Alan Cohen and  

Harmony Knutson 

Members: 

Lami Jeffrey-Coker and  

Thomas James (new member) 

mailto:darnold.57@gmail.com


 

 

WRJ News 
Upcoming Events 

We’re planning two virtual events for November and 
December: our annual Open House for current and pro-
spective members and a Hanukkah celebration. Stay 
tuned for details. 

Todah Rabah 
Thanks to Linda Waller for setting up and moderat-

ing the Zoom Break Fast at the conclusion of Yom Kip-
pur and to Janet Garber for her continued efforts on 
behalf of WRJ Social Action. Please see the information 
elsewhere in the Bulletin on ways you can contribute to 
those in our community who are in need. 

Thanks also to Lynne Orens, for 
securing a US source for the kiddush 
cups presented to our b’nei mitzvah 
by WRJ and Brotherhood. The cups 
are engraved with a Star of David 
and will also be engraved with the 
name and the ceremony date for the 
b’nei mitzvah. 

Online WRJ Judaica Shop Remains Open 
The WRJ Judaica Shop remains open virtually, with 

some additional inventory available for purchase,  
including Safed Shabbat candles. Purchases can be 
picked up from the shop’s staff at locations in Spring-
field and Alexandria West End. 

To make a purchase or to inquire about merchandise, 
email the Beth El WRJ Judaica Shop management at 
bewrjshop@gmail.com. The Beth El WRJ Judaica Shop 
accepts all major credit cards. 

For links to the Shop’s online inventory gallery, see 
page 15 of the Bulletin. To view the prices, please click 
on the individual photos. 

WRJ Mid-Atlantic Cookbook 
Time to order your “Treasured, Tried and True” digi-

tal (PDF format) cookbook from WRJ Mid-Atlantic, 
with 90+ recipes, helpful tips and tricks, and menu ideas 
from WRJ members throughout the Mid-Atlantic Dis-
trict. To order, visit the MAD Shop at https://mid-
atlantic-district.square.site. 

Pat Collins and Linda Shapiro 
WRJ Co-Presidents 
BEHC.WRJ.President@gmail.com  

An Evening of Mussar with Rabbis Brett Isserow  
and Barry Block: Take 2 

O 
NE OF THE MARCH coronavirus casualties was the cancellation of An Evening of 
Mussar with Rabbis Barry Block and Brett Isserow. We are delighted to share that we 
were able to reschedule this very special evening and invite you to join us on Dec. 6 at 

7:00 pm via Zoom (details below). Moderated by Shelli Ross, An Evening of Mussar celebrates 
the recently-published Mussar Torah Commentary: A Spiritual Path to Living a Meaningful and 
Ethical Life (of which Rabbi Block served as editor and Rabbi Isserow was a contributing au-
thor), and our evening conversation will dive into the 1,100-year-old Mussar tradition of ethical 
discipline that challenges us to look deeply into ourselves to develop specific middot, universal 
inner qualities or traits. 
  

To purchase the Mussar Torah Commentary visit: https://tinyurl.com/y2xu2xxe.  
 
We’ll see you for An Evening of Mussar on Zoom on Sunday, Dec. 6 at 7:00 pm:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89152197431?
pwd=M0hTS0hBd0RuTDBFWE16c0E1eFordz09 
Meeting ID: 891 5219 7431 
Passcode: MUSSAR 

Page 8 

Beth El Bulletin November 2020 

mailto:bewrjshop@gmail.com
https://mid-atlantic-district.square.site
https://mid-atlantic-district.square.site
mailto:BEHC.WRJ.President@gmail.com
https://tinyurl.com/y2xu2xxe


 

 

Brotherhood News 

B 
Y THE TIME YOU read this article, High Holi-
day prayer books will have been returned and 
accounted for by Brotherhood Recording Secre-

tary Michael Tanner (thank you!), and Brotherhood’s 
sukkah presumably will have been packed away for an-
other year. Appreciation is extended to those who built 
the sukkah (see pictures), including construction lead 
Jeffrey Sachs and numerous volunteers: Joel Augen, 
Todd Cohn, John David, Josh Folb, Simon Gersh-
man, Chuck Harris, Jack Kaye, Jay Lucas, Ruben 
Lucas, Roberto Mosse, Matt Mutterperl, Andy 
Rhodes, Aaron Sachs, Hank Samuelson, Robbie 
Schaefer, Bill Schneider, and Roger Smith.  

Our communal sukkah was used as a socially distant 
gathering place for small groups of congregants who 
joined Rabbi David Spinrad to talk about the process 
and outcome of the Mission-Vision-Values effort, and 
Rabbi Bailey Romano who hosted a HaMakom-style 
meditation and a nachamu session on Finding Comfort 
During COVID. The sukkah was the setting where Beth 
El preschoolers learned about Sukkot and lulavs, and it 
hosted several Beth El congregants who performed the 
mitzvah of sitting and eating in the sukkah. Unfortunate-
ly, however, our annual Men’s Social in the Sukkah had 
to be held virtually; thank you to Simon Gershman for 
organizing it. 

The Brotherhood Board continues to work on-line to 
devise ways for better community and connection. These 
efforts include policy forums (such as the Presidential 
Election 2020, with Robert Siegel, Dante Chinni, Tom 
Davis, Martin Frost); future virtual collaborations with 
the recently formed Beth El Israel Committee orga-
nized by Alex Buttgenbach and Ron Sturman; and of 
course our monthly Bagels and Banter Zoom gatherings, 
also organized by Brotherhood VP Ron Sturman.  

Among topics discussed at the October 4 get-together 
were President Trump’s hospitalization; the presidential 
succession process; Beth El’s new playground; the con-
gregation’s mission statement; and upcoming Brother-
hood events. For information on connecting, look to the 
Beth El Thursday emails and the Beth El Brotherhood 
Membership Newsletter that is occasionally emailed to 
Beth El men. (Please read before you delete!) 

Brotherhood’s two largest sources of revenue histori-
cally have been catering profits and member dues. Until 
the building reopens — and maybe for some time after-
wards — Brotherhood is unable to cater anyone’s events 
and resulting fiscal year revenue has been zero. Back in 
June, as an attempt to do our small part in addressing the 
financial and emotional challenges posed by the dual 
health-economic crises, the Brotherhood Board unani-
mously agreed that for this fiscal year every adult Beth 
El man automatically is a member of Brotherhood and 
that there would be a one-time waiver of all Brotherhood 
dues. In announcing these decisions, I also noted that “If 
anyone wishes to make contributions similar to previous 
dues amounts, such gifts will be appreciated and record-
ed as ‘undesignated donations’.” The outpouring of your 
support has been truly heartwarming and to date Broth-
erhood has received gifts from nearly 70 Beth El mem-
bers. (Contributors are listed in the Appreciation Box on 
page 17.) Your gifts help enable Brotherhood to contin-
ue its contributions to Beth El and other worthy causes 
despite the pandemic. Thank you!!! 
 
John Jankowski 
Brotherhood President 
brotherhood@bethelhebrew.org 

Brotherhood Board virtual meeting Brotherhood erecting the  

Beth El Sukkah  
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The finished product 

mailto:brotherhood@bethelhebrew.org


 

 

Page 10 

Beth El Bulletin November 2020 

WRJ Social Action 

T 
HE CORONAVIRUS has impacted everybody — 
some more than others. Our social action partners 
still have many areas of great need.  

Alexandria Domestic Violence Program (ADVP) 
For the past few summers, Beth El has supported the 

families of the ADVP with school supplies for all of 
their school-age clients. This year, with most schooling 
virtual, there was no need for school supplies.  

Recently, however, ADVP asked if we could assist 
with some hygiene items. Specifically, they have asked 
if we could help out with: 

• Baby supplies — diapers, wipes, diaper rash cream, 
baby shampoo, baby and children’s Tylenol, bath 
soaps, and lotion. 

• Personal care items for women — tampons, pads, 
deodorant, lotions, shampoos, and conditioners. 
We will collect these supplies for ADVP, similar to 

the process that Brotherhood is using to collect High 
Holiday prayer books. For the second week of Novem-
ber — Nov. 9-13, from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm Monday thru 
Thursday and 9:00 am to 3:00 pm Friday — you may 
drop off donations in the bin located between the two 
sets of glass doors, entering Beth El from the parking lot. 

A-SPAN Clothing Donations 
For the past several years, we have cleaned closets in 

the spring and donated professional men’s and women’s 
clothing to A-SPAN. A-SPAN seeks to end homeless-
ness in Arlington with extensive housing/shelter, case-
management, support services, and street outreach. Their 
clothing closet helps economically challenged people in 
our community prepare for the workforce. 

We are well past spring, but for those of you who still 
have clothing that you would like to donate, A-SPAN is 
now accepting clothing — with guidelines to keep cloth-
ing donations safe and healthy for clients, staff and vol-
unteers. 

A-SPAN has set up 10 remote collection sites for 
gently used clothing. One of these sites is the Immanuel 
Church at 3606 Seminary Road, Alexandria — right 
down the street from Beth El. We encourage you to sup-
port A-SPAN with your clothing donations. 

If you would like additional information, including 
addresses of the other remote collection locations, see: 
A-SPAN Clothing Donations. 
 
Janet Garber 
703-598-7904 
garberj123@gmail.com 

Alexandria Volunteer 

Opportunity 

D 
O YOU HAVE an hour a week to help a child 
learn to read? The Alexandria Tutoring Consor-
tium (ATC) is tutoring Alexandria City Public 

Schools children virtually, November through May. 
ATC will provide training and support, and match you 
with a student. Sessions are held on Zoom. For more 
information, write to ljacobs@opmh.org or sign up 
here: https://alexandriatutors.org/tutors/sign-up-to-
become-a-tutor/ 

Culture Club: 
Get on the List 

I 
 HOPE YOU ARE all taking advantage of and enjoy-
ing virtual tours from museums around the world and 
films and concerts from the safety of your home.  

Although we are unable to get together for our monthly 
cultural adventures, I’m already planning for our future 
events.  

Culture Club monthly adventures are open to all adult 
Beth El members and their guests. We tour exhibits in  
museums and historic sites and enjoy lively conversa-
tions and, of course, lunch. Some people participate eve-
ry month; some once in a while.  

If you would like to be on the list to be advised of  
future Culture Club activities, please send me your name 
and email. 

Stay safe. Stay healthy. Get ready... get on the list. 
 

Meryl Goldhammer  
stafm@aol.com 

https://www.a-span.org/get-involved/donation-opportunities
mailto:garberj123@gmail.com
mailto:ljacobs@opmh.org
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Falexandriatutors.org%2Ftutors%2Fsign-up-to-become-a-tutor%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C202115894ce349e6370c08d86f88da87%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637381980858449796%7CUnknown%7CTWFpb
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Falexandriatutors.org%2Ftutors%2Fsign-up-to-become-a-tutor%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C202115894ce349e6370c08d86f88da87%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637381980858449796%7CUnknown%7CTWFpb
mailto:stafm@aol.com
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Member News 
Welcome New Members: 

Barbara Hirsch 

Samuel and Christina Kaufman, and Nathaniel, Eviana, 
and Daniel 

Melissa and David Riddy, and Emily and Alice 

Jenny and Andrew Rosenberg, and Kate and Max 

Joshua and Stephanie Altschuler 

Patricia and Mark Lutkowitz 

Mazel Tov to: 

David Barbour, Susan Miller, and Edith Appel who have 
special birthdays in November 

Peter and Diane Suchman, and Steven and Beverly 
Newborn who have special anniversaries in November 

Condolences to: 

The family and friends of longtime former Beth El 
member Sue Fischl 

Arlene Hewitt, and Steven and Jo Rochlis on the death 
of beloved brother and uncle Marvin Kaplan 

Alan Cohen on the death of beloved cousin  
Harry Markowicz 

Jo Ann and Evan Allen on the death of beloved cousin 
Eddie Russell 

Jake Gallun and Pamela Zitron on the death of beloved 
sister and sister-in-law Harriet Katz 

Cantor Jason Kaufman and Kirk McPike on the death of 
great aunt Gerry Merin 

Leah James 

November 14, 2020 

Leah is a seventh grade honors stu-
dent at Frost Middle School. She enjoys 
swim team, lacrosse, and art. 

For her mitzvah project, Leah has 
been making cards and treats for essen-
tial employees at Fort Belvoir Communi-
ty Hospital. 

Leah thanks all of her Religious 
School teachers, and Rabbi Spinrad, and 
Cantor Kaufman for helping prepare her 
for this special day. Leah also thanks her 
parents and her brother Ethan for their 
love and support. 

B’nei Mitzvah 

Aviva Cohen Lewis 

November 21, 2020 

Aviva is a seventh grade AAP 
(Fairfax County Advanced Academics 
Program) student at South County Mid-
dle School. She enjoys all creative en-
deavors including writing, drawing, 
cooking, and dancing, as well as playing 
her viola in the middle school orchestra 
and writing music on Soundtrap. Aviva 
holds a purple belt in Uechi Ryu karate, 
and her love of sushi and cats is un-
bounded. 

For her mitzvah project, Aviva 
learned to use a sewing machine to sew 
masks to donate to people in need. 

Aviva thanks her tutor, Lisa Shel-
done, all of her Religious School teach-
ers, and Rabbi Spinrad, and Cantor 
Kaufman for helping prepare her for this 
special day. She also thanks her parents, 
her sister, Naomi, and her cats Pixie and 
Kumo for their love and support. 
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~ November 2020 ~ Cheshvan/Kislev 5781 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Torah 
1 World Vegan Day/National 
    Authors Day 

2 National Deviled Egg Day/ 
    National Plan Your Epitaph Day 

3 Election Day 4 National Stress Awareness  
   Day 

5 National Doughnut Day/ 
    International Stout Day 

6 National Saxophone Day/ 
    National Nacho Day 

7 National Canine Cancer  
    Awareness Day 

VAYERA 
 

Genesis 18:1-22:24 
2 Kings 4:1-37 

2 Kings 4:1-37 
 

NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL  NO J-CARE 
ELECTION DAY – VOTING IN 
MPR 
 
7p EC Meeting  

Noon Member Online Drop-In Chat 
6:15p Religious School 
7p WRJ Meeting 

 7p Shabbat Social Hour 
7:30p Erev Shabbat Services  
8:30 Oneg Table Talk 
 
 
 
Candle lighting 4:44p  

9a Torah Study 
10:30a Shabbat Morning Services 
11a Tot Shabbat  
 
 
 
Havdalah  5:51p 

8 National Cappuccino Day/National 

    Tongue Twister Day 
9 World Freedom Day/World  

   Orphans Day 
10 World Science Day for Peace  

    and Development 
11 Veteran’s Day 12 National Pizza with the Works 

      Day/World Pneumonia Day 
13 World Kindness Day 14 World Diabetes Day/National  

      Pickle Day 
CHAYEI SARAH 
 
Genesis 23:1-25:18 
1 Kings 1:1-31 

10a Religious School 
10a Beginning Adult Hebrew 
11a Intermediate Adult Hebrew 
 

9-5 Bring baby supplies and  
  personal  care items to the bin  
  inside the main entrance vestibule  

 

9-5 Bring baby supplies and  
  personal  care items to the bin  
  inside the main entrance vestibule  
7p Genius of the Rabbis 
 
 
 

NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL  
OFFICE CLOSED 
 
9-5 Bring baby supplies and  
  personal  care items to the bin  
  inside the main entrance vestibule  
 

9-5 Bring baby supplies and  
  personal  care items to the bin  
  inside the main entrance vestibule  
7:30p Interfaith Learning 

9-3 Bring baby supplies and  
  personal  care items to the bin  
  inside the main entrance vestibule  
7p Shabbat Social Hour 
7:30p Erev Shabbat Services 
8:30 Oneg Table Talk 
 
Candle lighting 4:38p 

9a Torah Study 
10:30a Shabbat Morning Services 
 
 
 
 
 
Havdalah 5:45p 

15 National Philanthropy Day/ 

      America Recycles Day 
16 International Tolerance Day/    

      National Fast Food Day 
17 World Peace Day/National  

      Homemade Bread Day 
18 National Vichyssoise Day/ 

      National Occult Day 
19 Great American Smokeout/    

      National Play Monopoly Day 
20 Universal Children’s Day/ 

      National Absurdity Day 
21 National Adoption Day/World 

      Hello Day 
TOLDOT 
 
Genesis 25:19-28:9 
Malachi 1:1-2:7 

10a Religious School 
10a Beginning Adult Hebrew 
10a Brotherhood Bagels and Banter  
11a Intermediate Adult Hebrew 

 

 7p Board of Directors Meeting Noon Member Online Drop-In Chat 
6:15 Religious School 

 7p Shabbat Social Hour 
7:30p Erev Shabbat Services 
8:30 Oneg Table Talk 
 
 
Candle lighting 4:33p 

9a Torah Study 
10:30a Shabbat Morning Services 
11a Tot Shabbat of Giving Thanks 

 
 
Havdalah 5:40p 

22 World Hello Day 23 National Espresso Day/National 

      Cashew Day 
24 National Sardines Day 25 National Jukebox Day/ 

      International Hat Day 
26 Thanksgiving Day 27 National Native American  

      Heritage Day 
28 National French Toast Day/ 

      Small Business Saturday 
VAYETZE 
 
Genesis 28:10-32:2 
Hosea 12:12-14:10 

10a Religious School 
10a Beginning Adult Hebrew 
11a Intermediate Adult Hebrew 
6p Virtual Christ Church-Beth El 
   Season of Thanks Dinner 

 

 7p Genius of the Rabbis NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL  
OFFICE CLOSES AT 2 PM 

BUILDING CLOSED J-CARE CLOSED 
OFFICE CLOSED 
7p Shabbat Social Hour 
7:30p Erev Shabbat Services 
8:30p Oneg Table Talk 
 
 
Candle lighting 4:30p 

9a Torah Study 
10:30a Shabbat Morning Services 
 
 
 
 
 
Havdalah 5:38p 

29 National Square Dance Day 30 National Mason Jar Day/ 

      National Computer Security Day 
                                           

                                                      

NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL   

 

Please check the online Beth El calendar or email office@bethelhebrew.org
As we go to press, the building may start opening up SLOWLY but there will be few in person events in November.

mailto:office@bethelhebrew.org
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8:30 Oneg Table Talk 
 
 
Candle lighting 4:33p 
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11a Tot Shabbat of Giving Thanks 

 
 
Havdalah 5:40p 

22 World Hello Day 23 National Espresso Day/National 

      Cashew Day 
24 National Sardines Day 25 National Jukebox Day/ 
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      Heritage Day 
28 National French Toast Day/ 
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Genesis 28:10-32:2 
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10a Religious School 
10a Beginning Adult Hebrew 
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   Season of Thanks Dinner 

 

 7p Genius of the Rabbis NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL  
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7p Shabbat Social Hour 
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29 National Square Dance Day 30 National Mason Jar Day/ 
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NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL   

 

office@bethelhebrew.org before leaving to attend ANY event.  
As we go to press, the building may start opening up SLOWLY but there will be few in person events in November. 

mailto:office@bethelhebrew.org
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Tot Shabbat Families Will 

Give Thanks Together 

I 
T’S ALWAYS WONDERFUL to see the children 
who attend Tot Shabbat and to be able to talk with 
them online during the service. I feel like I’m look-

ing through Romper Room’s “magic mirror” as I say the 
viewer’s names, only I’m actually seeing them rather 
than having to pretend! 

Our next Tot Shabbat is Nov. 7 at 11 am. 
The one after that is our Tot Shabbat of Giving 

Thanks, which will take place Nov. 21 at 11 am. I’ll 
share a picture book about some of the things children 
are thankful for, and I’ll ask the children to name what 
they’re thankful for. 

If you join the Zoom session a few minutes early, you 
can say “hi” to your friends. And stay a few minutes af-
terward to say “Shabbat Shalom.” 

 

Tot Shabbat, Nov 7: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81259525790 

Tot Shabbat of Giving Thanks, Nov 21: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88564568648 

 
Zoom gali gali! Let’s stay connected! 
Miss Carol (Carol Boyd Leon) 

 

 

 

B 
ETH EL CONGREGANTS donated $3,378 to 
ALIVE! during our High Holy Day Virtual Food 
Drive. Your generosity is very much appreciated. 

No need to stop now. Donations can be made online at 
www.alive-inc.org and, if you are a current or retired 
federal employee, through the Combined Federal Cam-
paign. ALIVE!’s CFC code is 44658. 

Looking for a volunteer activity you can do from the 
safety of your home? You can be a grocery bag packer! 
ALIVE! will provide shelf-stable food, supplies, and 
instructions. Deliver the packed bags to our COVID-19 
emergency food staging area on South Quaker Lane. 
Contact Ann Patterson at apatterson@alive-inc.org to 
pack from home. 

The need will never end. To learn more about 
ALIVE! go to www.alive-inc.org or contact Deborah 
Schaffer at schaffer4@gmail.com. 

Torah Study at Beth El 

W 
E HAVE BEEN meeting via Zoom and now 

require a password. Anyone interested in 

joining us should email Lisa Sheldone 

(lisa.sheldone@verizon.net) for the password and to be 

added to our email list.  

Every week, Lisa sends a message to the list about 

the portion of the week with chapter and verse citations 

and links to various on-line commentators. Anyone inter-

ested will need a copy of the Torah at home.  

We welcome anyone who is trying Torah study out 

for the first time — Hebrew is not required, no one gets 

called on who hasn’t volunteered, and questions are en-

couraged (although there may not be an answer). Please 

join us. 

— Gilah Goldsmith 

 

Creativity During Pandemic: 

Support a Local Business 

and a Great Idea 

B 
ETH EL CONGREGANT and board member 
Susan Paley approached Stomping Ground in 
Del Ray with an idea she picked up from the 

internet. The eatery’s owner agreed without hesitation. 
Now thanks to a combination of Susan’s hand-lettering 
on a chalkboard, and the local business’ willingness to 
lead the way, customers can “Post-it Forward” to pay 
for the coffee of someone who is having a tough day. 
We’re all in this together.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What new and different things are YOU up to this 
pandemic season? Send information and photos to  
bulletin@bethelhebrew.org.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81259525790
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88564568648
http://www.alive-inc.org
mailto:apatterson@alive-inc.org
http://www.alive-inc.org
mailto:schaffer4@gmail.com
mailto:lisa.sheldone@verizon.net
mailto:bulletin@bethelhebrew.org
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Judaica Shop Now Online! 
Album Name URL 

All Judaica Shop Inventory  https://photos.app.goo.gl/

jz6jkvpPELd2UrGt8  

Current (Unsold) Judaica Shop  

Inventory  

https://photos.app.goo.gl/

bKPZi881R9ii6HcP9  

Not just for holidays!  https://photos.app.goo.gl/

CeVNMoUCNtEpV9Js5  

High Holidays: Rosh Hashanah, 

Yom Kippur, Sukkot  

https://photos.app.goo.gl/

vixL6tVNZmmAPxUz9  

Cards  https://photos.app.goo.gl/

vixL6tVNZmmAPxUz9  

Mezuzot  https://photos.app.goo.gl/

efg6G1U5Lbsp9MYD7  

Shabbat: candlesticks &  

kiddush cups  

https://photos.app.goo.gl/

BZYRe8DFjvj12E8WA  

Honey & honey drizzlers  https://photos.app.goo.gl/

QuYSXw2xZ7oDiDLM7  

Shofars  https://photos.app.goo.gl/

QTXe551ERXS6S3mDA  

Honey dishes  https://photos.app.goo.gl/

EWSSc5NTiBmm8XN16  

Purchases can be picked up from the shop’s staff at locations in Springfield and Alexandria West End. To make a pur-
chase or to inquire about merchandise, email the Beth El WRJ Judaica Shop management at bewrjshop@gmail.com.  

Congregational Kudos 
Thanks to Spruce Fraser for all she does to beautify Beth El’s 

outdoor spaces! Here she is in our Holocaust Memorial Garden, 

where the 1,000 bulbs she planted last year bloomed this spring.. 

 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/jz6jkvpPELd2UrGt8
https://photos.app.goo.gl/jz6jkvpPELd2UrGt8
https://photos.app.goo.gl/bKPZi881R9ii6HcP9
https://photos.app.goo.gl/bKPZi881R9ii6HcP9
https://photos.app.goo.gl/CeVNMoUCNtEpV9Js5
https://photos.app.goo.gl/CeVNMoUCNtEpV9Js5
https://photos.app.goo.gl/vixL6tVNZmmAPxUz9
https://photos.app.goo.gl/vixL6tVNZmmAPxUz9
https://photos.app.goo.gl/vixL6tVNZmmAPxUz9
https://photos.app.goo.gl/vixL6tVNZmmAPxUz9
https://photos.app.goo.gl/efg6G1U5Lbsp9MYD7
https://photos.app.goo.gl/efg6G1U5Lbsp9MYD7
https://photos.app.goo.gl/BZYRe8DFjvj12E8WA
https://photos.app.goo.gl/BZYRe8DFjvj12E8WA
https://photos.app.goo.gl/QuYSXw2xZ7oDiDLM7
https://photos.app.goo.gl/QuYSXw2xZ7oDiDLM7
https://photos.app.goo.gl/QTXe551ERXS6S3mDA
https://photos.app.goo.gl/QTXe551ERXS6S3mDA
https://photos.app.goo.gl/EWSSc5NTiBmm8XN16
https://photos.app.goo.gl/EWSSc5NTiBmm8XN16
mailto:bewrjshop@gmail.com
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Chapel in the Woods 
Discover What’s New in the Chapel in the Woods 

E 
XPECT SWARMS of cicadas next year — and 
they are said to be hard on young trees and 
shrubs. Combined with a shortage of volunteers 

during the pandemic, this will slow replacement of inva-
sive species with trees and shrubs in the Chapel in the 
Woods. 

That said, one new tree and one new shrub species 
were added this fall, plus a new willow oak sapling and 
a new silky dogwood shrub.  

The two new native species are: 

• Linden, Tilia americana L. Also called American 
basswood and popular as street trees, lindens offer 
generous shade. They feature large, deeply veined 
heart-shaped leaves and can grow to about 80 feet. 
Nectar from light yellow blooms makes choice hon-
ey; the seeds, buds, and twigs are eaten by wildlife 
such as deer, mice, voles, chipmunks, and squirrels. 
The name basswood refers to ‘bass cloth’ made from 
the fibrous bark of the tree. 

• Arrowwood viburnum, Viburnum dentatum. 
Growing to six to 12-feet tall, the deciduous shrub 
forms hedges that provide food, nest space, and cover 
for wildlife. Showy white flowers from May to June 
attract birds and butterflies, then form blue-black ber-
ries. And in fall, its abundant leaves turn shades from 
yellow to orange, red, and burgundy. 

A third new species popped up of its own volition in 
October, probably from seed brought by a passing bird 
or other animal: Bottle gentian or closed gentian,  
Gentiana andrewsii. The bright blue fall flowers never 
open amid lance-shaped leaves. The genus honors an-
cient King Gentius of Illyria, said to have discovered a 
medicinal value. The name also honors English botani-
cal artist Henry C. Andrews. 

Unfortunately, an invasive species has also emerged 
that has not been seen before on Beth El property. Mile-
a-minute, Persicaria perfoliate, a barbed vine, smothers 
other plants. Growing up to six inches per day (!!), mile-
a-minute forms dense mats, physically damaging what it 
climbs on and blocking sunlight. Native to India and 
Eastern Asia, distinctive triangle-shaped leaves distin-
guish this species.  

Please help maintain the Chapel in the Woods by 
volunteering for small workdays of only two or three 
masked, socially-distanced people at a time. Call Nancy 
or Stuart Davis at 703 671 5906 or e-mail  
nmdaviswritr@aol.com for an appointment and more 
information. 

Amarantha and Jeremy planting lindens 

Bottle Gentian,  

Gentiana andrewsii 

Mile-a-minute invasive vine 

http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/controls/
mailto:nmdaviswritr@aol.com
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Thank You, Brotherhood Donors! 

Evan Allen 

Barry & Jeanette Astrow 

Joel Augen 

Gary Avakian 

Gregory Babitz 

Paul Beck 

David Berman 

Benjamin Block 

David Block 

Michael Bluestein 

Todd Bolick 

Henry Brooks 

Alan Cohn 

Todd Cohn 

Alan Cohen 

David Colton 

Jeff Davidson 

Stuart Davis 

Jesse Ellis 

Scott Fedder 

Stuart Feldstein 

Jeremy Flachs 

Joel Geisner 

Barbara Gershman 

Michael Gropman 

Scott Hannan 

Chuck Harris 

David Hayford 

Robert Holden 

David Itkin 

Charles James 

John Jankowski 

Jay Jarvis 

Jonathan Katz 

Jack Kaye 

Samuel Kirzner 

Ann Levy 

Jerry Liess 

Eric Lotke 

Michael Lowsen 

Jay Lucas 

Roland Meisner 

Robert Merker 

Gregg Mervis 

Michael Miller 

Roberto Mosse 

Matt Mutterperl 

Steven Reich 

Andrew Rhodes 

Wendel Roney 

Melvin Rosenblatt 

Shelli Ross 

Daniel Rothschild 

Mark Rubenstein 

Donna Sachs 

Adam Savitz & Lucy Whitley 

William Schneider 

Gilan Shamir 

Steven Shapiro 

Roger Smith 

Norman Starler 

Peter Suchman 

Ron Sturman 

Gerald Terlitzkey 

Larry Vogel 

Howard Wahlberg 

David Weinraub 

Bernard Zeavin  

Christ Church-Beth El Joint 
Season of Thanks Dinner 

While we are disappointed that we won’t be able to gather in person for dinner with our long-
time friends at Christ Church this year, we are undaunted by the pandemic and will not surren-
der the opportunity to break bread and give thanks with our friends and neighbors. This year, 
join us on Zoom on Sunday, Nov. 22 from 6:00 —7:30 pm to renew our annual Season of 
Thanks Dinner. We’ll begin with words of welcome and blessings of thanksgiving, before join-
ing our table mates in Zoom breakout rooms for dinner.  

To RSVP: office@bethlehebrew.org. 

Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84415564737?
pwd=Y2E4VjE4YURFS2hXVXhXUng1NUw4QT09 
Meeting ID: 844 1556 4737 
Passcode: THANKS 

mailto:office@bethlehebrew.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84415564737?pwd=Y2E4VjE4YURFS2hXVXhXUng1NUw4QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84415564737?pwd=Y2E4VjE4YURFS2hXVXhXUng1NUw4QT09
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BETH EL GENERAL FUND 
Donor 
Gail and Julian Hart 
Julie Fields 
Nicole Jacobs 
Debra Miller 
Donor In Appreciation of 
Jonathan Rubin........................................................The Rosh Hashanah shofar service 
Janet Hlatky .......................................................................... The unusual and wonderful 
 High Holiday services 
Leslie Klein .................................................................. Streaming High Holiday services 
Ellen Lippmann .............................................................. The attention and care given to 
 Charles Lippmann by Rabbi Spinrad 
 and Cantor Kaufman 
Neil Schlussel ................................................................................ High Holiday services 
Renee & Jeffrey Gorsky .........................................The lovely Rosh Hashanah services 
Donor In Celebration of 
Becca Cook ...................................................................................... High Holidays 5781 
Donor In Honor of 
Paul Jeffrey Richman .............................................. Congregation President Alan Cohn 
 and his wife Harmony Knutson 
Marcy & Greg Babitz ............................. The wonderful job done by the rabbinical staff, 
 the cantor, the choir, the temple staff, 
 & the technical staff putting on the 
 High Holiday services despite COVID19 
Donor In Memory of 
Lower Merion Township Board of Commissioners ................................. William Kramer 
     Janice & Martin Melnick 
     Barbara & Miles McFarland 
     Suzanne & Skip Keller 
     Harriet & David Pinansky 
     Barbara & John Roberts 
     Susan Lavine Coleman 
Rabbi Sheldon Ezring ................................................................................... Irene Ezring 
Jeanne & Stan Binder ................................................. Harriet Katz & Stacy Katz Olivera 
Gaynor Sorrell ........................................................................................ Sylvia Kassalow 

CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Donor In Appreciation of 
Ann Levy ..................................................................................... Cantor Jason Kaufman 
     Tovah and Michael Meehan  
The Warschaw Family ............................................................... Cantor Jason Kaufman, 
 for Hannah’s Bat Mitzvah 
Donor In Honor of 
Helen & Michael Melnick .......................................................... Cantor Jason Kaufman’s 
 leadership in the Jewish community 
 and High Holiday services 

CHAPEL IN THE WOODS 
Donor 
Nancy & Stuart Davis 

RICHARD FAKOURY MUSIC FUND 
Donor In Appreciation of 
Ann Levy ..................................................................................... Cantor Kaufman for the 
 High Holidays music 
Donor In Honor of 
Janet Hlatky ................................................................................................ Duane Lomis 

PRAYER BOOK FUND 
Donor In Appreciation of 
Judy & Charlie Kramer ........................................................... Brotherhood’s distribution 
 of High Holiday prayer books 
 

The Congregation Gratefully Acknowledges the Following Donations 

Thank you for your generous donations. No donation is too small. All donations are acknowledged in The Bulletin two months  

following their receipt. Acknowledgements are mailed with a minimum of $18 per person per acknowledgement. 

HIGH HOLIDAY FUNDRAISING APPEAL 
Donor 
Jessica Arons 
Patricia Lutkowitz 
Laura Dove & Daniel Solomon 
Sandra & Mark Werfel 
Harriet & Harold Damelin 
Barbara & David Silversmith 
Debra Diener & Gary Hauptman 
Lynn Miller & Phil La Kier 
Robin Thompson 
Rachel Sapperstein 
Esther Belenker & Benjamin Mehlman 
Shelli Ross 
Paula & Bill Whitacre 
Ellen & Stuart Kovar 
Carolyn & Bowen Vernan 
Ellen & Stuart Feldstein 
Lorraine Spector & Robert Merker 
Felisa & David Klubes 
Sarah Friedman & Max Wolson 
Sarah & Gregory Jacobson 
Emma & Ian Westerman 
Laura & Alan Bloodgood 
Neal Cohen 
Kirk Fedder 
Jill Mendelson 
Robert Gronenberg 
Lynne & Allan Somoroff 
Colleen & Evan Bolick 
Donor In Honor of 
Myrna & Paul Beck ............................................... Rabbis Spinrad, Romano, & Isserow, 
 Cantor Kaufman, and pianist Eric Schnobrick 
Donor In Memory of 
Colleen & Barrett Weiser ...................................................... Jack & Helene Weiser and 
 Lou & Estelle Brousseau 
Ursula Hennessy ...........................................................................Fred & Rita Alexander 
Lewis Ross ................................................................................... His deceased relatives 

MARC ROSS SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Donor In Appreciation of 
Neil Schlussel ............................................................................... High Holiday services 
Donor In Honor of 
Warschaw Family ................................................... Jeanette Astrow for her tutoring and 
 support for Hannah’s Bat Mitzvah 
Donor In Memory of 
Shelli Ross .................................................................................. Jane Dinsmore’s family 
Judy & Charlie Kramer ........................................... Philip Osterbach, Joseph D. Kramer 
 and Joyce L. Kramer 
Shelli Ross .............................................................. Stacy Katz Olivera and Harriet Katz 
Patricia Petroccione & David Barsky ............................................ Beverly Jeanne Davis 

RABBI’S GOOD DEED FUND 
Donor 
Shahla & Blake Hayman 
Kimberley & Adam Cetron 
Debra Diener & Gary Hauptman 
Donor In Appreciation of 
Ann Levy ......................................................................................... Rabbi David Spinrad 
The Warschaw Family .............................................................................. Rabbi Spinrad 
 for Hannah’s Bat Mitzvah 
Donor In Honor of 
Tovah and Michael Meehan ........................................................... Rabbi David Spinrad 
Donor In Memory of 
Nancy & Stuart Davis ............................................................ Fredric & Gloria Marienthal 
 
 

Continued on page 19 
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What it Means to Me 
Alex Buttgenbach’s Reflections about Israel and our Israel Committee 

PERMANENT ENDOWMENT FUND 
Donor In Appreciation of 
Karen & Michael Weinberger ............................. In gratitude for the amazing job on the 
 part of everyone involved putting together 
 our beautiful High Holiday services 
Donor In Memory of 
Donna Sachs ........................................................................................ Janet R. Wallach 
Harmony Knutson & Alan Cohn ...................................................................... Ernie Levy 
     Lami Jeffrey-Coker & Thomas James 
     Anita & Richard Perlut  
     Valerie Adams-Bass, Chris Mazurek, 
          Chauncey Smith & Jessica Livingston 
     Patricia Petroccione & David Barsky 
     Juliet & Michael Bluestein 
     Francie & Alan Schweber 
Janet Cady & Jeff Davidson ........................................................................... Jean Cady 
Myra Roney ............................................................................................... Morton Roney 
Paula Roney .............................................................................................. Morton Roney 
Annette Kilian ................................................................................................ Dale Guyer 
Bobbie Gershman ......................................................................................... Harriet Katz 
Myrna & Paul Beck .................................................................................. Freda Garfinkle 

Continued from page 18 

O 
NE OF THE REASONS I teamed up with Ron 
Sturman to start the Beth El Israel Committee 
was to focus on a key question: What does Israel 

mean to us as Reform Jews? Israel’s narrative is in-
grained in our minds through the stories we grew up 
with or studied in the Tanakh. It has been a very real 
place throughout the ages, and many of us have been 
privileged to visit the country. Real world events also 
make us reflect on the very Jewish values that originated 
from this land. While Reform Judaism may have a com-
plicated relationship with Israel, I think that these differ-
ent understandings should not be something to run away 
from, but to study and discuss as it allows us to better 
understand ourselves as Jews and as Americans.  

The concept of Zion dates back to the Tanakh, and its 
foundation rests on the deep emotional connection be-
tween the Jews and the land of Israel. Throughout centu-
ries of exile, there were always small Jewish communi-
ties that existed there, expanded by various waves of 
Jewish immigration. The concept of political Zionism 
emerged in the late nineteenth century and for many of 
its backers, like the assimilated and not-so-religious 
Theodore Herzl, the return to the land of Israel became 
less a religious drive than a political necessity that could 
protect the Jews. As the horrors of the twentieth century 
unfolded — Russian pogroms, the Holocaust, and the 
forced migration of Mizrahi and Sephardic Jews from 
Arab countries — the once deeply emotional and spiritu-
al connection to the land became more a question of sur-
vival that required creation of a Jewish State.  

After 72 years of statehood, Israel faces many chal-
lenges, including perceived weakening of US bipartisan 

support, the economy, security, and the status of Pales-
tinians, to name a few. Added to that list is the some-
times-problematic relationship between Reform Judaism 
and Israel. The Pittsburgh Platform of 1885 by Reform 
Jewish leaders emphasized Judaism as a religion and 
deemphasized its connection with a distant land, espe-
cially when a new promised land seemed so real in the 
United States. The foundation of Israel, access to the 
very land of the stories and events that have made the 
small country so necessary, have contributed to that 
changing relationship. However, the current Israeli gov-
ernment and various issues from West Bank settlements 
to the treatment of Ethiopian Jews have reopened old 
wounds, especially when so many Reform Jews consider 
Jewish ethics as a key part of their identity.  

Personally, when I read the Torah, I see nuance, 
problems, and inspiration. I see Israel very similarly. 
The land of Israel is a bedrock of the Jewish tradition 
and inspiration for Jews around the world. It is also 
highly controversial and has been subject to much ha-
tred, contributing to a rise in antisemitism. It is given 
much more attention than most conflict zones because of 
the central role the land plays not just for Jews, but for 
Muslims and Christians as well. We should not avoid 
these issues, but discuss them.  

Our hope is that the Israel Committee will be instru-
mental in fostering a conversation within Beth El that 
will lead us to a better understanding of Israel and ways 
to support the Progressive Movement in Israel. Please 
contact Ron or me if you would like to participate in this 
endeavor. I can be reached at: buttgenbach@gmail.com; 
Ron can be reached at: rgsturman@msn.com. 

mailto:buttgenbach@gmail.com
mailto:rgsturman@msn.com
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Mazel Tov to the Confirmation Class of 2020 

O 
UR 2020 CONFIRMANDS were supposed to celebrate their Confirmation on May 29, but they decided to 

postpone their Confirmation until they could celebrate together in person. Although we didn’t get to celebrate 

Confirmation in the same way we expected a year ago, we did so in a deeply meaningful and unique way.  

We honor the Confirmation of: 

 

 

 

 

 

May they go from strength to strength as they continue on their Jewish journeys confirmed in the faith and traditions of 

the Jewish people.  

We also honor the hard work and diligent guidance of our Confirmation teacher, Simon Gershman. 

Ethan Brodie 

Alexis Colton 

Paige Ellis 

Max Heltzer 

Aaron Kopp 

Acadia Schechter 

Kate Schneider 

Leah Shosteck 

Dahlia Spinrad 

Aurora Stankow-Mercer 

Samara Tanner 

Michael Weinraub 

Mazel tov to our 2020 Consecrants 

C 
ONSECRATION TOOK PLACE on Oct. 3 outside of Beth El’s Sukkah. Nine of our new students were conse-

crated and welcomed into Beth El’s Religious School program. They received mini Torahs, a copy of Mishkan 

Tefilah for Children, and some sweets to take home. The service was sweet and joyful. While it was physically 

distant, our families and kids were able to say hello to each other and to celebrate this exciting moment together!   
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New Feature on Our Website: 

New Way to Support Each Other 

During These Trying Times 

In addition to advertising in The Bulletin, you (and your family, and your 
friends, and people you meet randomly in the grocery store) can now  

advertise businesses and services on our website. You can support fellow 
congregants and other advertisers by patronizing their businesses. Let’s 

all work to keep small businesses alive around us. 

From the home page, mouse over Support Us and click on 

Support Each Other.  

Advertising on the website is free through November 2020. If you have 
questions or would like assistance in creating an ad,  

please email bulletin@bethelhebrew.org. 

We are looking forward to our 19th  
Annual Book Sale in Spring 2021* 

Now is a great time to go through your book 

shelves and put aside the books, movies, and 

puzzles you no longer want for this very popular 

fund raiser.  

Once Beth El is open and functioning on a nor-

mal schedule, bring your contributions to the 

building. If you need help, just let us know and 

we will pick them up. Later in the fall we will be 

asking for volunteers to help with this gigantic 

fund raiser. 

Questions or need help? Contact Rhoda Gold-

man at lennieg@cox.net or 703-992-9370. 

 

*Actual dates TBD 

mailto:bulletin@bethelhebrew.org
mailto:lennieg@cox.net
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REGISTRATION IS OPEN! 
J-Care - Alexandria, a partnership of Beth El Hebrew Congregation and the Pozez 
JCC, offers a 12-month, full-time program for preschool children who will be two, 
three, or four years old by September 30. Our full-time toddler program accepts 

students from 16 – 23 months. 

J-Care Alexandria offers a Reggio-Emilia-inspired philosophy, is  
licensed by the State of Virginia, and is open to all members of the community. 

Year-round program, Monday – Friday, 8:30 am – 4:00 pm. 

Health and safety protocols are in place. 

For more information or a virtual tour, please contact 
Director Dina Backer 
dina.backer@theJ.org 

ChefSam128@yahoo.com 
571-800-6104  

 

mailto:dina.backer@theJ.org
mailto:ChefSam128@yahoo.com?subject=Found%20You%20on%20the%20Beth%20El%20Website
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Hold the Date 

Erev Purim, Feb. 25, 2021 

Cantor’s Concert, Jan. 30, 2021 

Please check the online Beth El calendar or email office@bethelhebrew.org  
before leaving to attend ANY event. As we go to press, the building may start 

opening up SLOWLY but there will be few in person events in November. 

Erev Hanukkah, Dec. 10 

Congregational Hanukkah Celebration, Dec. 13 

First Seder, March 27, 2021 

Congregational Passover Celebration, March 28, 2021 

Last Day of Religious School, May 23, 2021 

Pozez JCC Online Talent Show, Dec. 12 

An Evening of Mussar with Rabbis Brett Isserow and Barry Block, Dec. 6 

Readers of Beth El, Dec. 7 

URJ Biennial in DC, Dec. 8 – 11, 2021 

Pozez JCC: Armchair Travel: Explore Marvelous Mo-

rocco via Zoom, Dec. 7-28 (4 Mondays) 

Pozez JCC: When Bubbe Met Amy: Millennial Jewish 

Comedians, Dec. 1-22 (4 Tuesdays) 
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