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B 
ECAUSE ZIKARON, 
memory, is a Jewish val-
ue, occasionally in this 

column I include a significant event in Jewish history 
that corresponds with the monthly Bulletin date. Inspired 
by This Day in Jewish History by David B. Green, this 
month we recall June 17, 1242. At the orders of the pope 
and the French king, it was on this the day that all 
known existing copies of the Talmud were burned in 
Paris. 

To comprehend the event — in which 24 wagons 
piled high with copies of the multi-volume compendium 
of rabbinic interpretation, argument, and imagination 
were lost in a great bonfire — we must look back across 
several years that led up to this tragedy. It began with 
the accusations of an apostate Jew, Nicholas Donin, of 
La Rochelle, France, who was excommunicated by his 
Jewish community in 1229 for his heretical views. In 
1236, Donin traveled to Rome, presenting Pope Gregory 
IX with a list of complaints about the Talmud.  

According to historian Jeremy Cohen, Donin’s prin-
cipal complaint was that the Talmud had begun to super-
sede the Bible for Jews. For Christians, Jews bore the 
responsibility of upholding the “Old Testament” (their 
term, never ours) so as to provide living proof of the 
truth of the New Testament offered by Jesus. Therefore, 
the Talmud constituted a theological problem for Chris-
tians. If the Jews gave precedence to the oral law (in the 
written form in the Talmud) and allowed themselves to 
reinterpret the Bible, they were no longer fulfilling their 
historic role and were no longer candidates for conver-
sion. Hence, Jews no longer justified the protection of 
the Church.  

In 1239, to church leaders and to the kings of Spain, 
England, and Portugal, Pope Gregory sent a list of Don-
in’s 35 arguments against the Talmud. It concluded with 
an order to confiscate the book on the first Shabbat in 

Lent, while Jews were at prayer. Among other accusa-
tions, the charges against the Talmud included alleged 
blasphemy against Jesus and Mary and that it attacked 
non-Jews. The pope’s letter also ordered that “those 
books in which you find errors of this sort you shall 
cause to be burned at the stake.” 

In France following the edict, King Louis IX ordered 
a sham “trial” for the Talmud in what became the first 
disputation between Jews and Christians. Again, it was 
the apostate Jew Nicholas Donin who argued the case 
against the Talmud. On its behalf spoke four leading 
rabbis, led by Rabbi Yechiel ben Joseph of Paris. Unsur-
prisingly, the Talmud was determined to be blasphe-
mous. As a consequence, it was publicly burned two 
years later, on June 17, 1242.  

The 24 wagonloads that were burned were said to 
include up to 10,000 volumes of Hebrew manuscripts. 
Consider this a startling number: Since the printing press 
would not be known to Europe for another two hundred 
years, all copies would have been written out by hand.  

When Pope Innocent IV became pontiff in 1243, he 
ruled that the Talmud should be corrected rather than 
banned. While not ideal, his ruling made it possible to 
censor those passages found offensive to Christian cen-
sors’ sensibilities while allowing Jews to be able to con-
tinue studying our sacred tradition, drawing guidance, 
wisdom, and inspiration. 

Rabbi Meir of Rothenburg witnessed the Paris burn-
ing which took place at the Place de Greve. In a lamen-
tation, he wrote, “My tears formed a river that reached to 
the Sinai desert and to the graves of Moses and Aaron. Is 
there another Torah to replace the Torah which you have 
taken from us?”  
 
— Rabbi Spinrad 

Rabbi’s Remarks 
Paris Is Burning… Talmuds 

Summer doldrums?? 

Declutter and  bring in 

books for the 2020  

Annual Giant Book Sale! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjstfDFj8vhAhUq11kKHSU8Dw8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fchestercountylibrary.net%2Fpage3.php&psig=AOvVaw1t_KpYSCd9eMCdR5qeWe5g&ust=1555177903584298
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Cantor’s Corner 

O 
N JULY 1, I will officially enter my seventh 
year at Beth El Hebrew Congregation. Wow!  
I really cannot believe it. In some ways I feel 

like I just started at Beth El yesterday, and in other ways 
I feel like Beth El has always been home. I’m honored to 
be a part of this beautiful congregation and proud of all 
that we have created with each other. I’m also so grate-
ful for Beth El inviting me into its community in the first 
place.  

This year, in particular, has been a very busy year for 
us. Rabbi Isserow became our rabbi emeritus. We wel-
comed Rabbi Spinrad into our family — and in just a 
few short weeks we say goodbye to our friend, Director 
of Education, Barry Smith. Of course, we don’t really 
say goodbye, as Barry will always be a welcome part of 
our Beth El family. But as his time as Beth El Director 
of Education comes to an end, we congratulate him on a 
job well done and wish him a wonderful retirement.  

Barry Smith has served our entire congregation — 
and particularly our children — for many years with 
dedication and commitment. Additionally, he was an 
incredible support and presence for our teachers — who 

I know join me in showing their gratitude 
and appreciation for Barry.  

As our school year comes to a close, 
we are getting ready for next year’s high 
holiday services, and our summer choir 
season is about to begin! Please see the 
schedule below and join us for upcoming rehearsals. 
New members are always welcome. If you are interested 
in joining the High Holiday Choir, please send me a note 
at Jkaufman@bethelhebrew.org.  

And… last but certainly not least, this year has been 
a very big year for me, personally as well. As some of 
you know, I got engaged a few months ago. Kirk and I 
will be getting married in October of this year, and I 
look forward to celebrating our auf ruf at the temple be-
fore the wedding. Thank you so much to everyone for 
your well wishes and support. It means the world to both 
of us! 

 

— Cantor Kaufman 

Tuesday, July 30, 7:30-9:30 pm 
     followed by choir conversation,  
     expectations/attendance 

Tuesday, August 6, 7:30-9:15 pm 

Tuesday, August 13, 7:30-9:15 pm 

Tuesday, August 20, 7:30- 9:15 pm 

Tuesday, September 3, 7:30-9:15 pm 

Tuesday, September 10, 7:30-9:15 pm 

Tuesday September 17,  
     5:00-6:30 pm: quartet dress rehearsal 
 (for quartet only) 
     7:00-9:00 pm: full choir  

Rosh Hashanah Dress Rehearsal 
     Thursday, September 26   
          7:30-9:00 pm  

Erev Rosh Hashanah Service 
     Sunday, September 29 
          6:00 pm dinner 
          6:45 pm call 
          8:00 pm service 

Yom Kippur Dress Rehearsal 
     Sunday, October 6 
         2:00-3:45 pm with quartet 
         4:00-6:00 pm full choir 

Kol Nidre Service 
     Tuesday, October 8  
          6:00 pm dinner 
          6:45 pm call 
          8:00 pm service 

2019 High Holiday Choir Schedule 

mailto:Jkaufman@bethelhebrew.org
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President’s Point of View 

A 
S HARD AS IT is to believe, 
this is my last column as your 
president! Last month, I talked 

about things — this month, I want to 
focus on the people who helped make 

my presidency a success, and who have forever changed 
me.  

First, I have to thank my family, Glenn, Amy and 
Darci, who graciously shared me with you. They read 
my columns, provided advice when I had challenges, 
and even staffed the office.  

I also want to recognize the office staff. Running a 
synagogue is not like running any other kind of business 
in either the profit or non-profit world, and you cannot 
be a successful president without the backing of the 
staff. Whether the combination was Sally and Kaiya, 
Kaiya and Maryam, or Maryam and Robin, you all 
kept things humming, and I appreciate your support. I 
am pleased to have been able to bring Adam on board, 
and we have forged a partnership characterized by car-
ing and respect. Of course as much as we like to pretend 
otherwise, a synagogue is a financial enterprise as well 
as a spiritual one. Becky McMurray is the unsung hero 
in this regard. In Becky, we have a loyal, disciplined and 
dedicated staff member. Becky, I thank you, not only for 
the assistance you have given me, but also for the way 
you stepped up and provided leadership at times when it 
was needed.  

It feels appropriate that my term expires as Barry 
Smith retires. Barry has watched both of my daughters 
grow up. I have really enjoyed learning about Jewish 
education from Barry, and I hope that he will join us in 
Alexandria often so we can kvell over the many children 

he’s educated. Barry, you have touched so many of us, 
and for that we thank you. 

When I present b’nai mitzvah gifts on behalf of the 
leadership, I often remark that one of the benefits of be-
ing in leadership is hanging out with the clergy. Aside 
from their professional roles, I must tell you that our 
rabbis and cantor are compassionate and really interest-
ing people. My happiest memories of being president 
will surely be dancing with Cantor Kaufman at the Or-
lando URJ Biennial and during bar and bat mitzvahs. 
The cantor has shared my family’s sadness and simchas 
and he has given me the opportunity to enrich my Juda-
ism thorough my participation in lay-led services. I have 
learned much about leadership from Rabbi Isserow. 
Rabbi Isserow may not be as visible as he was, but his 
values continue to provide the backbone of Beth El, and 
he continues to impart wisdom to Beth El and to me. I’m 
really glad he’s such an opera fan — I so enjoy our Sat-
urdays with the Met in Hi-Def. I feel that I am still get-
ting to know Rabbi Spinrad, but I was an early fan, and 
your vision and kindness permeate our relationship. 
With only one down, I know that there are many great 
years ahead with you at the helm. 

There are too many of you in the congregation to 
thank in this column, and I do not want to risk hurting 
anyone’s feelings — but you have truly been my family. 
I have learned so much from our past presidents 
(including that I want to become one!). I wish the new 
officers and board much success going forward. To con-
clude, I just want to say to our staff, our congregants, 
and friends “because I know you, I have been changed 
for good.” 
 
— Julienne Bramesco 

Beth El Bulletin June 2019 

 

Assistance All Year from the  

Caring Community Committee 

T 
HE CARING Community Committee and its cadre of volunteers do not take time off in the summer.  
Rides are provided, meals are prepared and delivered, visits are made, assistance is given at shiva minyans, and 
all the other helpful services provided by the CCC continue throughout the year. 

If you could use a helping hand or a listening ear, contact the office at 703-370-9400, or CCC Chairperson Ruth 
Perlstein at 703-978-9341 or rperl8607@gmail.com and Ruth will take it from there. 

 

 

Thank you to Jo Ann Allen for organizing the second night seder during Passover. 

Thank you to Helene Cohen for agreeing to project manage the ramp installation that is ongoing 

in the sanctuary. 

Congregational Kudos 

mailto:rperl8607@gmail.com
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G 
OOD-BYES AND transitions are never easy, yet they provide a wonderful opportunity to say 
thank you. Barry Smith and I were colleagues before there was our ECLC and for all of our 12 
years as the JCCNV-Beth El ECLC here in this building, I have worked as a partner with Barry 

as school director and as a teacher in the Religious School.  
The Religious School and preschool share classrooms — which can be challenging. The preschool is here many 

hours a week, the Religious School far fewer. Both populations are important. From the minute the ECLC ( and I ) 
walked in the door, Barry and I have enjoyed a spectacular partnership as we worked  to ensure good learning space 
for both the Religious School and the preschool, going so far as to purchase “joint” furniture for the rooms.    

Barry is one of the kindest individuals I know. He leads from the heart, and is always working to do the best for 
everyone around him. He is a creative and innovative problem solver. It has been an honor and a privilege to work 
with and learn so much from this incredible educator and trusted friend. On behalf of the ECLC, we say a hearty 
todah rabah; thank you for making us true partners in this space and, on a personal note, thank you Barry… for your 
support and friendship through thick and thin. I hope you know how much you mean to all of us. I know our paths 
will continue to cross… so I’m not going to say good bye… but instead… l’hitraot, until we meet again.   

Wishing you all the best…. 
 
— Dina Backer 

ECLC News 
Thank You, Mr. Smith! 

Readers of Beth El 

O 
UR LAST MEETING before summer will be 
on June 3 at 6:30 pm. We will discuss Two 
Family House by Linda Cohen Loigman. This 

debut novel set in post WWII Brooklyn is a multigen-
erational story of two sisters-in-law who raise their 
families woven with secrets. We will also have a book 
exchange for summer reading and begin to think about 
books for the fall. Here is a summary of the books we 
have read this year so you all have some summer read-
ing: 

We Were the Lucky Ones by Georgia Hunter 

The Architect of Paris by Charles Belfoure 

40 Autumns by Nina Wilner 

Helen by Anita Mishook 

Button Man by Andrew Gross 

Karolina’s Twins by Ronald Balson 

Two Family House by Linda Cohen Loigman 
 

Lynne Orens 
Lorens750@aol.com 

Culture Club 
National Gallery of Art  

West Building 
June 7 at 10:30 am 

H 
AS IT REALLY been 500 years? Time flies when 
you’re enjoying great art! 
Join Culture Club for the Tintoretto — Artist of 

Renaissance Venice exhibit. This spectacular exhibit — the 
first retrospective of his work in North America — cele-
brates the 500th anniversary of Tintoretto’s birth. On this 
occasion, the exhibit is curated to include significant pieces 
from international collections. For more information about 
visiting the National Gallery of Art: 
https://www.nga.gov/visit.html  

Weather permitting, we’ll stroll through the Sculpture 
Garden for lunch (pay-as-you-go) at the Pavilion Cafe. The 
alternative is the Cascade Cafe at the Gallery. 

As always, Culture Club is welcoming of all adult Beth 
El members and their guests. We have no roster, so just let 
me know to watch for you: stafm@aol.com 
 
Meryl Goldhammer  

mailto:Lorens750@aol.com
https://www.nga.gov/visit.html
mailto:stafm@aol.com


 

 

A 
S THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
year winds down, some of our 
families will be about to transition 

into B’nai Mitzvah planning. The most 
important part of the experience truly is 
when your child reads from the Torah and 

becomes bar/bat mitzvah and a Jewish adult. But, do not 
forget the importance of the party! This is the opportuni-
ty to celebrate years of preparation, and it doesn’t have 
to be stressful. 

When my wife, Kenya, and I were planning Maya’s 
bat mitzvah celebration, it really gave us a chance to 
know her as a teenager. Discovering her likes/dislikes, 
sense of style, sense of humor, and how that all changed 
over time was rewarding for us. No matter what age, 
when I look at Maya, she will always be a sweet, little, 
innocent six year old. Giving her a voice in the B’nai 
Mitzvah process helped us see her as a thoughtful, com-
plex teen with ideas of her own. Those ideas were not 
always aligned with our thoughts. In retrospect, my fa-
vorite memory of the process was cake tasting! Make 
sure the cake maker has samples! 

There were difficult aspects too. Staying within a 
budget was a challenge. We wanted to give her every-
thing she wanted (within reason) and make sure our 
guests had a nice time. Having an over-the-top produc-
tion was not really us. Kenya wanted personal touches 

on each table, so she created the center piece that incor-
porated pictures of our family members stretching back 
generations. 

The most challenging aspect of the bat mitzvah pro-
cess was managing Maya’s stress level. Her stress level 
increased as her date neared. She wanted her Torah por-
tion to be flawless. Maya could do it but was unsure of 
her abilities in front of others. She felt more stress at 
school despite being a strong student. During this time, 
Maya learned time management and organizational 
skills. Another underlying cause of stress was her fear of 
friends not attending the celebration because of lack of 
understanding. Maya is the only Jewish student in her 
class. Many of her friends had never heard of a bat mitz-
vah. We did the best we could to talk to her and help her 
manage her stress.  

In the end, she did an amazing job and made us so 
proud. Her party was so much fun and even included a 
massive light saber fight! Kenya made the light sabers 
out of pool noodles. 

The last pieces of advice I would pass on: focus on 
your child’s likes; make sure the event is family friend-
ly, and the party doesn’t have to be extravagant to be 
perfect. 

 
Adam Wallach 
Executive Director 

Executive Director’s Entry 
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WRJ Social Action 

T 
HANKS TO ALL who supported our April collection of professional clothing for men and women. Our collec-
tion again supported A-SPAN, an Arlington organization with a vision to end homelessness in Arlington. 
Many of you are familiar with Friends of Guest House — a frequent partner with WRJ social action. For those 

who might be interested in learning more about Guest House and the great work they are doing in our community, Guest 
House now provides tours on the second Tuesday of every month at 6:30 pm. For more information, or to sign up for a 
tour, go to https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tour-friends-of-guest-house-tickets-49554815788. 

Looking ahead — we will once again collect school supplies for the children in the Alexandria Domestic Violence 
Program during August. Look for details in the July Bulletin. 

 
Janet Garber 

703-256-7988 

garberj123@gmail.com 

Reminder: Brotherhood’s annual end-of-the-year 

Religious School Picnic. Sunday, June 9.  

Immediately following last class of Religious 

School (noon to whenever). Free.  

Open to ALL Beth El families.  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tour-friends-of-guest-house-tickets-49554815788
mailto:garberj123@gmail.com
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Beth El Permanent Endowment Fund 

Last chance to RSVP for 
an Evening with Friends! 

I 
F YOU HAVE NOT already sent in your reservation 
for an Evening with Friends and are interested in at-
tending, we still have some room available. Dinner 

parties and brunches to benefit Beth El are taking place 
June 1, 8, and 9. Cost is $75 per person. RSVP online at 
http://bit.ly/bethelewf or contact Harmony Knutson at 
202-256-4133, harmonycak@me.com or Matt Mut-
terperl at 703-470-4652, matt@mutterperl.com. 

Playground Update 

T 
HANKS TO GENEROUS donations from many Beth 
El members, the families of our preschool children, 
and gifts from the Bendheim Family Bequest to 

Brotherhood, WRJ, and Beth El, we have reached our fund-
raising goal to build a new playground at Beth El. Final 
preparations are under way, and we look forward to com-
mencing construction in the near future. Stay tuned for up-
dates. For any questions, contact Dina Backer at 703-537-
3084 or dina.backer@jccnv.org. 

T 
HE PAST TWELVE months have been another 
banner year for the PEF in terms of growth and 
contributions to Beth El. The number of mem-

bers, the amount of donations, and the value of the fund 
have all increased. In April of this year, per our agree-
ment with the Temple, we gave the congregation 
$30,000 to help service its outstanding mortgage, bring-
ing total contributions to the congregation over the past 
three years to $110,000.  

During the year, we have made significant changes 
that will better assure the Temple’s capital needs going 
forward. The PEF trustees and the Beth El Board of Di-
rectors had previously agreed that the PEF would pro-
vide a minimum of $30,000 annually towards Beth El’s 
mortgage. In April, the PEF and the congregation en-
tered into a new agreement, which replaces the existing 
agreement. In the new agreement, the congregation 
would donate to the PEF $455,000 of the Bendheim be-
quest. In return, the PEF has agreed to pay to the congre-
gation no less than $50,000 a year for five years. In ad-
dition, a computation will be made at the end of each 
calendar year to determine the total amount to be paid. 
The new formula is 3% of the fund’s year-end value. If 
the formula yields less than $50,000, the congregation 
will receive $50,000. If the formula yields more than 
$50,000, the congregation will receive the higher of the 
two amounts. This new agreement may be renegotiated 
in 2024. 

The PEF Trustees and the Beth El board also ap-
proved increasing the number of Trustees from five to 

seven. This change was made to broaden the reach and 
expand the expertise of the Trustees to better enable the 
PEF to meet the capital needs of the congregation. 

In response to suggestions from PEF members, we 
put our money where our values are by investing a part 
of our funds in the Reform Pension Board’s Jewish Val-
ues Fund. This socially responsible investing fund, 
which until now was only open to individuals who were 
eligible to participate in the Reform Pension Board, is 
now open to Reform Congregations — and Beth El was 
the first congregation to participate, with an initial in-
vestment of $25,000. 

This year, our contributions from congregants have 
been the highest in memory. Without these contribu-
tions, the PEF cannot fulfill its mission. These donations 
are greatly appreciated. We simply cannot continue to 
rely on the financial markets to grow the Fund and must 
have contributions from the membership to grow it. 
There are three levels of voting membership:  Member 
($500 in donations), Sponsor ($1,500 in donations), and 
Visionary ($5,000 in donations). Donations may be 
made in a lump sum or accrued over time. We urge you 
to become a contributor to the PEF on an ongoing basis. 
If you are already a member, please consider going to 
the next membership level. 

We invite all of our members to join us at our annual 
meeting to be held at Beth El on June 9 at 10:00 am. 

 
—Evan Allen 

http://bit.ly/bethelewf
mailto:harmonycak@me.com
mailto:matt@mutterperl.com
mailto:dina.backer@jccnv.org


 

 

WRJ News 

H 
APPY FATHER’S DAY to all of our fathers 
here at Beth El and in your extended families. 
We are ever so grateful for your dedication to 

our children and grandchildren — many bring the goofy 
humor and levity that is unique in making for immense 
laughter throughout our lives while providing sage ad-
vice and support when needed.  

On June 5, WRJ will hold its final meeting of this 
fiscal year. We welcome all WRJ members as we make 
the major decisions on how we allocate our tzedakah-
related funds.  

Four years ago as we prepared to celebrate our 
daughter Mallory’s graduation from high school and 
entrance to Syracuse University as an acting major, I 
was invited to become WRJ’s next president. And here 
we are four years and two terms later as Mallory and I 
complete this leg of the journey together. Our family 
was blessed to spend our weekend in Syracuse as we 
celebrated both Mother’s Day and Mallory’s graduation 
from S.U. with her BFA in acting. So many mixed emo-
tions as our “baby girl” spreads her wings to pursue the 
career she has dreamed of for so many years. She has 
immense talent and a plan… always a plan.  

I have mixed emotions as I reflect on my last four 
years as your WRJ president. This position is a stretch 
for my natural talents as I am a procrastinator through 
and through. Unlike Mallory, I did not plan all that well. 
However, my sense of responsibility to our amazing or-
ganization and community along with the passion and 
will to make our events meaningful, enjoyable, and love-
ly is there. Over these four years, our best ideas have 
come from others who had a vision and the ability and 
know how to make them happen. I have learned from all 
of you. Am I perfect — no. Usually tasks get done, but 
sometimes it’s still with the guidance of those with a 
better sense of what needs to get done and when.  

Secondly, while the financial bottom line matters, it 

is not the most important thing. I spent much of my first 
year obsessing on the bottom line instead of how we can 
meet the needs of our members through programming, 
socializing, and FUNdraising, as well as supporting 
those volunteers who strived to produce this program-
ming. It is my hope that our membership has enjoyed 
this approach. 

As I step down as president of WRJ, I will remain 
active as immediate past president and leave you in the 
capable hands of Pat Collins (our 2019 Woman of the 
Year) and Linda Shapiro (2017 Co-Woman of the 
Year). Also, joining the board are Dorrit Lowsen as a 
vice president and Dina Katz as treasurer. We thank 
Susan Wartel for her dedication as treasurer during the 
past two years. We also thank Jo Ann Allen, Judy Jan-
kowski, Sue Meisner, Naomi Mercer, and Suzie 
Shalewitz for continuing for another term. We are espe-
cially grateful to Evy Englander for her years of dedi-
cation as corresponding secretary. Though unable to at-
tend meetings, she keeps abreast of what WRJ is doing 
and remains a stalwart cheerleader for all that we do. 

While not on the board, a personal heartfelt todah 
rabbah goes out to Janet Hlatky who has graciously 
endured four years of late newsletter articles. Thank you 
for always saving a spot for us, Janet. 
 
L’hitraot, 

Jeanette Astrow 

WRJ Immediate Past President 

 

Upcoming Events: 

• June 5 — WRJ meeting 

• June 9 & 23 — Knitting 
• June 24 — Carpenters Shelter cooking and serving 
• Mah Jongg — Tuesday, Thursday, and Sunday 

(non R.S. Sundays beginning June 16 11 am-1 pm) 

Photos of Mother’s Day Brunch
Beth El Bulletin June 2019 
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John Jankowski 
Brotherhood President 
brotherhood@bethelhebrew.org 

Brotherhood News 

T 
HE END OF Beth El’s fiscal year and Religious 
School year is rapidly approaching, and Brother-
hood remains quite active. At last review, the 

softball team was having moderate success (with a rec-
ord better than that of the Nationals — full details in the 
next Bulletin), and plans are progressing for our final 
2018-19 events. Mark your calendar to attend Brother-
hood’s annual free end-of-year Religious School picnic, 
which will take place on June 9. This event will also 
provide members an opportunity to thank and pay tribute 
to retiring Education Director, Barry Smith, a true 
friend to Brotherhood. 

On June 14, please join us for a quick annual meeting 
at 7 pm in the multi-purpose room, at which time paid 
up Brotherhood members will vote on the proposed 
2019-2020 Brotherhood budget and the slate for the 
2019-2021 Brotherhood Board of Directors. Apprecia-
tion is extended to the Nominating Committee of Matt 
Mutterperl, Joel Augen, Daniel Goldberg, Ben Low-
sen, David Phillips, and Will Salamon. The Brother-
hood Shabbat Service follows, at which time the newly 
elected Board members will be installed, and we will 
honor Roberto Mosse, the 2019 Brotherhood Man of 
the Year. That evening, Brotherhood will also 
acknowledge Emeritus Rabbi Brett Isserow with a 
Tree of Life leaf dedication. 

May was a busy month for Brotherhood catering and 
event volunteers.  
• On May 3, Brotherhood volunteers prepared the deli-

cious congregational dinner that preceded Beth El’s 
Ner Tamid dedication Shabbat service. Chefs Joel 
Bernstein and Jake Gallun prepared the meals, and 
Roberto Mosse was the on-site event manager. This 
successful event would not have been possible with-
out the extensive assistance of Bob Shaver 
(coordinator), Judy Jankowski (food purchaser), 
Sue Rabin (set-up lead), and other volunteers: Jo 
Ann Allen, Stuart Feldstein, Jeremy Flachs, Bobbi 
Gershman, Ursula Hennessy, Sue Mosse, Ilene 

Reiter, Donna Sachs, Faren Sachs, Jeffrey Sachs, 
Naomi Mercer, Aurora Stankow-Mercer, Glenn 
Siegal, Dahlia Spinrad, and Samara Tanner. 
Thank you to each of them. 

• The next evening, Brotherhood volunteers were back 
in action. Thank you to the Michael Katz family for 
choosing Brotherhood to cater their Bar Mitzvah sim-
cha reception. Appreciation is extended to chefs Joel 
Bernstein and Jake Gallun, food purchaser Judy 
Jankowski, on-site manager Jeffrey Sachs, and the 
many volunteers who made these catering services 
possible: Julia Fields, Bobbi Gershman, Quinn 
Jennings, Sue Rabin, Bob Shaver, Peter Suchman, 
Alexis Colton, Dahlia Spinrad, and Samara Tan-
ner.  

• Ron Sturman and his team deserve special thanks 
for organizing Brotherhood’s annual Mother’s Day 
Brunch. The celebration included delicious food pre-
pared by Beth El member and professional chef Matt 
Warshaw, owner of Pure Perfection Catering. 
Beth El’s Rock Hard Bagels provided the musical 
entertainment: Thanks to band members Bob Hold-
en, David Itkin, Fred Reiner, Bob Shaver, and Da-
vid Weinraub. More than 80 people attended our 
tribute to moms everywhere. Appreciation is extend-
ed to volunteers Joel Augen, Todd Bolick, Henry 
Brooks, Spruce Fraser, Simon Gershman, Barba-
ra Mintz, Roberto Mosse, Susan Mosse, Matt 
Mutterperl, Gerrie Sturman, Peter Suchman, and 
Howard Wahlberg. Each lady who attended walked 
away with a smile on her face and a rose in her hand. 
Next month, this article will summarize financial 

contributions made by Brotherhood over the past year.  
In the meantime, have a great summer! 

 
John Jankowski 
Brotherhood President 
brotherhood@bethelhebrew.org 

’s Day Brunch 
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B 
ROTHERHOOD’s annual Man of the Year 
award is in “recognition of one or more Beth El 
men who have worked the hardest and contribut-

ed the most to Brotherhood and/or Beth El throughout 
the previous year.” The 2019 award will be presented to 
this year’s recipient, Roberto Mosse, at the 
Brotherhood Shabbat Service on Friday even-
ing, June 14.  

Roberto and Susan Mosse were born in 
Santiago de Chile, both children of German 
Jewish parents. They joined Beth El in 1976, 
and both of their adult children (Claudio and 
Jennifer) received their religious education, 
through Confirmation, at Beth El. Roberto is a 
retiree-pensioner of The World Bank Group 
where he worked for 41 years in country de-
velopment activities — mainly in transport, 
industry, and banking projects aiming to re-
duce poverty. His work focused primarily on Latin 
America. Prior to joining the bank in 1972, Roberto had 
lived two years in Melbourne, Australia, where he 
worked for an international accounting partnership.  

Roberto has been an active member of Beth El for 
some 20 years, having served four years on the Beth El 
Board of Directors (2012-2016) and two years as a trus-
tee of the Permanent Endowment Fund. He has been 
actively involved with fundraising and financial issues; 
most notably, Roberto led an effort by a group of Beth 
El members that call themselves “ROMEOs” (Retired 
Old Men Eating Out) that sparked the congregation’s 
last fundraising drive, which substantially reduced Beth 
El’s mortgage. Roberto also co-chaired a task force on 
Reimagining Beth El’s Financial Future that proposed a 
revision to the then current Fair Share Dues System with 

a “free will” or “Contribute as much as you can Afford 
System” that was instituted in 2017. 

Since 2015, Roberto has served as the Brotherhood 
treasurer and has been an extremely active member of 
Brotherhood’s catering team. As treasurer, he is always 

available to help with any financial matter, 
whether it is selling Purim tickets on Sunday 
mornings and Wednesday nights in the Hay-
man foyer, or greeting members and guests at 
the check-in table of virtually every Brother-
hood program and event over the past four 
years. Of course, he has kept Brotherhood’s 
fiduciary records in perfect order, and he was 
an essential member of a recent Brotherhood 
ad hoc financial committee that provided 
sound recommendations on how to invest a 
major gift to Brotherhood from the Bendheim 
Charitable Trust. 

Since Roberto first stepped up to help with Brother-
hood Catering, his presence and input has been remarka-
ble. At every event, he is always ready to help, whether 
assisting with set-up, serving the food, or clearing the 
dishes. But most often his role is that of the manager on 
duty for our catering events, providing the on-site organ-
ization, oversight, and timing that makes these simchas 
pleasant memories for our Beth El member clients.  

When asked, Roberto responded: “Why do I want to 
help Brotherhood?’ I am a believer that there comes a 
time in your life to give back to your community. Broth-
erhood’s main objective is to assist in the strengthening 
of Beth El, and working with Brotherhood provides me 
that opportunity.” 

Brotherhood Man of the Year 

Learn to Play Mah Jongg 

S 
PRING CLASSES enticed a dozen new 
players to roll the dice and crack their 
bams.  

Many thanks to co-organizers Susan 
Whitman and Fran Vogel and assistants 
Anne Levy, Naomi Mercer, Ellen Kovar, 
and Sheryl Leeds.  

It’s never too late to learn to play. Interest-
ed? Contact susangwhitman@gmail.com or 
fran.vogel@verizon.net. They will keep a list 
of interested players to notify when they have 
a quorum for the next session of classes. 

 
Brought to you by WRJ: Women of Reform Judaism 
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Member News 
Welcome New Members: 

Seymour and Sara Sohmer, and Rebecca and Rachel 

Andrea Deck and Mathew Castleman 

Mazel Tov to: 

Jill Mendelson, on the birth of granddaughter Piper 
Laune Philpott in April 

Joshua Wartel, a double major in English Literature and 
Modern Culture and Media, for graduating with honors 
from Brown University and receiving the Ratcliffe 
Hicks Premium, an award presented to a graduating sen-
ior with the highest standing in English language and 
literature 

Hannah Coulter, who graduated from James Madison 
University in December with a BS in Nursing (magna 
cum laude), and is working at Virginia Hospital Center 
in the ICU  

Dina Herbert, Benjamin Cooper, and big sister Gila, on 
the birth of Shai Michael Cooper 

Katie Jankowski, on completing her MSW in Clinical 
Social Work with a concentration in mental health, at the 
University of Maryland, Baltimore 

Carol Boyd Leon on the marriage of her son, Jacob 
Boyd, to Elizabeth White on May 19 in Minneapolis, 
and also on the previously unacknowledged weddings of 

daughter Sarah to Joe Drake in August 2018, and son 
Jamie to Rachael Flaks in November 2017 

Mallory Astrow, on her graduation from Syracuse Uni-
versity with her BFA in acting, magna cum laude 

Condolences to: 

Elissa Baum, Jeffrey Baum, Susan Clark, and their fami-
lies, on the death of beloved mother, grandmother, and 
great-grandmother Ruth Baum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May the memory of the dear departed always be a 

blessing and inspiration to all who knew and loved 

them. 

May our synagogue community bring comfort to those 

who mourn them. 

May the families know of no more sorrow. 

Amen. 
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B’nei Mitzvah 
Mia Mervis 

June 1, 2019 

Mia Alexandra Mervis is a third-
generation B’nei Mitzvah at Beth El, 
following in the footsteps of her grand-
father and father, who celebrated their 
Bar Mitzvahs at Beth El in 1956 and 
1987 respectively. Mia is a 7th grader 
at George Washington Middle School, 
where her favorite subject is Spanish.  

In her spare time, Mia enjoys play-
ing soccer and going to the  
movies with her family. Mia has been 
attending Beth El since preschool and 
for her mitzvah project, Mia chose to 
volunteer for a variety of activities to 
include the MacArthur Elementary 
School spring cleanup, the DEA  
National Take Back Initiative, and at 
the St. Martin de Porras Senior Center.   

Mia would like to thank her tutor, 
teachers, and Beth El clergy for their 
support. 

Harper Ellis 

June 22, 2019 

Harper Ellis is a 7th grader at  
Robinson Secondary School in 
Fairfax. An avid softball player, 
she is a catcher and outfielder for 
the Firebirds travel program. She 
also enjoys basketball, writing for 
the school newspaper, and musical 
theater. She regularly volunteers at 
youth softball clinics and at the 
Katherine Hanley Family Shelter, 
where her Bat Mitzvah project is 
leading children’s activities.  

Harper would like to thank her 
tutor, Robin Thompson, Cantor  
Kaufman, Rabbi Spinrad, her  
current and former religious 
school teachers, and her family for 
helping her prepare for this special 
day.  

Amanda Johnson 

June 29, 2019 

Amanda is a 7th grader at Jeffer-
son-Houston Middle School in  
Alexandria. She spends her time 
reading, procrastinating, writing 
poetry, creating art, and procrasti-
nating. Her favorite things are 
amusement parks (especially the big 
roller coasters) and other daredevil 
activities, along with eating good 
food. Who doesn’t like food?  

The support and guidance of 
Rabbi Isserow, Rabbi Spinrad, 
Cantor Kaufman, and Lisa  
Sheldone, as well as her preschool 
and religious school teachers along 
the way, have helped to prepare 
Amanda for this day since the be-
ginning. She would like to thank all 
of you for helping to shape her Jew-
ish education. 
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~ June 2019 ~ Iyyar/Sivan 5779 ~ 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Torah 

Wine and Cheese are ageless companions, like aspirin and 
aches, or June and Moon, or good people and noble 
ventures. 
 

M. F. K. Fisher, American Writer   

How did it get to so late so soon? 
It’s night before it’s afternoon. 
December is here before it’s June. 
My goodness how the time has flewn. 
How did it get to be late to soon? 

Dr. Suess 

1 International Children’s Day/National  

   Olive Day 
9-10:30a Torah Study 

10:30a Shabbat Morning Service and 
   Bat Mitzvah of Mia Mervis 
 
Havdalah 9:17p 

Bechukotai 
 
Leviticus 26:3-27:34 
Jeremiah 16:19-17:14 

2 Yom Yerushelayim/National Cancer  
    Survivor’s Day 
9:30a-noon Car Wash 

10a-noon Adult Hebrew Classes 

10a-noon Religious School 

10a-noon WRJ Mah Jongg 

10a-noon Chapel in the Woods Workday 

3 World Bicycle Day 
6:30p Readers of Beth El 

4 Hug Your Cat Day/National    
    Cheese Day 
Noon-2p JCCNV 55+ Event:  
   Genetic Diseases in People of  
   Jewish Heritage at Agudas  
   Achim 

1-3p WRJ Mah Jongg 

5 World Environment Day/Eid al Fitr 
5:30-6:15p Religious School Canteen 

6:15-8p Religious School 

6:30-8p WRJ Meeting 

6 D Day, WWII/Yoyo Day 
6:30-7:30p Beth El House Meeting 

6:30-8:30p WRJ Mah Jongg 

7-8:30p Genius of the Rabbis 

7-11p Bridge 

7 National Chocolate Ice Cream Day 
10:30a Culture Club to National Gallery 

6-7:30p Confirmation Dinner 

6:30-7:30p Shabbat Social Hour 

6:30-7:30p Confirmation Dinner 

7:30p Erev Shabbat Service in Honor  
   of Barry Smith 
 
Candle lighting 8:13p 

8 World Oceans Day/Family Fitness and  
    Health Day 
9-10:30a Torah Study 

10:30a Shabbat Morning Service 
 
 
 
 
Havdalah 9:22p 

Bamidbar 
 
Numbers 1:1-4:20 
Hosea 2:1-22 

9 Shavuot (Start) 
9:30a-noon Car Wash 

10a-noon Adult Hebrew Classes 

10a-noon Last Day of Religious School 

10a-noon WRJ Mah Jongg 

10a-noon Hebrew Benevolent Society 

10a-noon Permanent Endowment Fund  

Noon- End of Religious School Picnic 

1-4 Bridge 

 

10 Shavuot (End) 
 

11 National Corn on the Cob  
       Day 
10a-12:30p Book Club 

1-3p WRJ Mah Jongg 

6:30-9p Executive  
   Committee  

12 World Day against Child Labor 
7-8p Acquire a Teacher, Make a  
   Friend: Study with Rabbi Spinrad 

13 International Axe Throwing Day/  
       Roller Coaster Day 
6:30-8:30p WRJ Mah Jongg 

7-11p Bridge 

14 Flag Day/World Blood Donor Day 
6:30-7:30p Shabbat Social Hour 

7p Brotherhood Annual Meeting 

7:30p Erev Shabbat Service/Brotherhood Shabbat 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Candle lighting 8:16p 

15 Global Wind Day/World Elder Abuse  
       Awareness Day 
9-10:30a Torah Study 

11a-noon Tot Shabbat  

10:30a Shabbat Morning Service 

5-9p Heller High Five Fundraiser: 
   Parent’s Night Out 
 
 
 
Havdalah 9:25p 

Nasso 
 
Numbers 4:21-7:89 
Judges 13:2-5 

16 Father's Day 
10a-noon Brotherhood Board  

11a-1p WRJ Mah Jongg 

1-4 Bridge 

17 Eat Your Vegetables Day/  
       Global Garbage Man Day 
 

18 International Sushi Day/ 
      International Picnic Day 
1-3p WRJ Mah Jongg 

8-9:30p Genius of the Rabbis 

19 Juneteenth/World Sauntering Day 
9a-4p ACT for Alexandria 

20 Ice Cream Soda Day/World  
       Refugee Day 
6:30-8:30p WRJ Mah Jongg 

7-8p Caring Community Committee 

7-11p Bridge 

7:30-8:30p Interfaith Class 

21 International Yoga Day/National Seashell Day 
9a-4p ACT for Alexandria 

6:30-6:30p Shabbat Social Hour 

7:30p Erev Shabbat Service 
 
 
Candle lighting 8:18p 

22 Summer Solstice/Worldwide VW 
       Beetle Day 
9-10:30a Torah Study 

10:30a Shabbat Morning Service and 
   Bat Mitzvah of Harper Ellis 
 
Havdalah 9:27p 

Beha'alotcha 
 
Numbers 8:1-12:15 
Zechariah 2:14-4:7 

23 National Pink Day/Public Service Day 
10a-noon Hebrew Benevolent Society  

11a-1p WRJ Mah Jongg 

1-4 Bridge 

24 Swim a Lap Day/Take  
       Someone Else’s Children  
       to Work Day 
2-5:30p Carpenter’s Shelter 

25 National Catfish Day/Day of  
      the Seafarer 
1-3p WRJ Mah Jongg 

7-9p Annual Congregation 
   Meeting 

26 Beautician’s Day/National Canoe Day 
7-8p Acquire a Teacher, Make a  
   Friend: Study with Rabbi Spinrad 

27 Sunglasses Day/PTSD Awareness  
       Day 
10:30a-noon JCCNV 55+ Event: Man 

   on the Moon-50 Year Anniversary 

6:30-8:30p WRJ Mah Jongg 

7-11p Bridge 

28 International Body Piercing Day 
5:30-6:30p Shabbat Social Hour 

6:30p Erev Shabbat Service with  
   Officer and Board Member  
   Installation and Mintz Award  
   Presentation 
 
Candle lighting 8:19p 

29 Hug Holiday/World Camera Day 
9-10:30a Torah Study 

10:30a Shabbat Morning Service and 
   Bat Mitzvah of Amanda Johnson 
 
 
 
Havdalah 9:27p 

Shelach 
 
Numbers 13:1-15:41 
Zechariah 2:14-4:7 

30 Meteor Day/Social Media Day 
11a-1p WRJ Mah Jongg 
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Beth El Participation in 

Alexandria Holocaust 

Remembrance Ceremony 

 BETH EL GENERAL FUND 
Donor In Celebration of 
Rhoda & Lennie Goldman ...................................... Birth of Meryl & Joel Goldhammer’s 
 granddaughter 
Donor In Memory of 
Audrey Agranov ....................................................................................... Basya Aronova 
Margie & Mitch Bassman .................................................................. Mason Schlesinger 
Leslie Chernikoff-Berman & David Berman ...................................... Richard Mendelson 
Rabbi Sheldon Ezring ................................................................................... Irene Ezring 
Emily & Rodney Moore .............................................................................. Sonny Schick 

PERMANENT ENDOWMENT FUND 
Donor 
Joyce & Richard Gordon 
Donor In Honor of 
Ruth Perlstein ........................................................................Naomi Mercer’s retirement 
Enid & Jerry Liess ............................................. Ann & Ernie Levy’s special anniversary 
   Myrna & Paul Beck 
Sandra & Bob Seitz ....................................................................................... Larry Vogel 
Sandra & Bob Seitz ........................................................................................ Pat Collins 
Donor In Celebration of 
Dana Arnold ................................................ Birth of Judy & John Jankowski’s grandson 
Donor In Memory of 
Susan & Roland Meisner ........................................................................Edna Schechter 
Karen & Michael Weinberger ....................................................................... Shirley Horn 
Joan Isenberg ................................................................................... Mason Schlesinger 
Barbara Mintz ........................................................................................... Norman Levine 
Barbara Mintz ............................................................................................ Andrea Levine 
Sue Rabin ................................................................................................... Harry Dangel 
Kathie Levitz ................................................................................ Laurel Schiffer Torgoff 
Gerrie & Ron Sturman ................................................................................. Celia Lipson 

CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Donor In Appreciation of 
Janice & Steven Schlesinger ............................................ Cantor Kaufman officiating at 
 grandson Mason’s prayer service 

CHAPEL IN THE WOODS FUND 
Donor In Memory of 
Joan Selman .............................................................................................. Len’s memory 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL FUND 
Donor In Memory of 
Gerrie & Ron Sturman............................................................................... Bella Sturman 

JACK KLEIN MEMORIAL GENEALOGY LIBRARY 
Donor In Memory of 
Lotte Goldman ................................................................................... Sig & Lilli Goldman 

PRAYER BOOK FUND 
Donor In Memory of 
Rhoda & Jack Berson ....................................................................... Mason Schlesinger 

RABBI EMERITUS DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Donor In Honor of 
David Ratner ........................................................................................ Dorothy Scherzer 

RABBI’S GOOD DEED FUND 
Donor 
Barbara Rosenfeld 
Eva Liebross 
Donor In Appreciation of 
Ellen & Stuart Feldstein............................................................................. Rabbi Spinrad 
Francie Fox-Schweber ............................................................................. Ellen Feldstein 
Donor In Memory of 
Sybil & Ron Levin .............................................................................. Steven Levin, Mary 
 Jacobson, & Jean Levin 
Sheila Fieldman ..................................................................................... Goldie Fieldman 
Marcia & Gregory Babitz .......................................................................... Samuel Center 

RABBI ISSEROW PLAYGROUND FUND 
Donor 
Sheila & John Jonas 
Baylie Braverman 
Donor In Honor of 
Rena & Arthur Bloom ................................................................ Grandchildren Rachel & 
 Becca Jacobson 
Temi & Ike Alberts ....................................................................... Paul Lueken’s birthday 
Donor In Memory of 
Leona & Doug Johnson........................................................................................ Ida Keil 
American Association of University Women ................................................ Reba Malkin 
Kris Keydel ................................................................................... Doris & Robert Keydel 
Janet Cady & Jeffrey Davidson.................................................................. Gordon Cady 
 

Thank you for your generous donations. No donation is too small. All donations are acknowledged in The Bulletin two months fol-

lowing their receipt. Acknowledgements are mailed with a minimum of $18 per person per acknowledgement.  

The Congregation Gratefully Acknowledges the Following Donations 
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Gus Nathanson Awarded Ross Scholarship 

T 
HE TWENTY-FIFTH annual Marc S. Ross 
Scholarship was awarded to Gus Nathanson, a 
senior at Washington-Lee High School, at Shab-

bat services on May 24. The scholarship was established 
to honor the memory of this Beth El past 
president. 

Gus is an outstanding young man who 
has demonstrated an admirable and ongo-
ing commitment to Judaism, our Beth El 
community, and the community-at-large. 
He was a student at Beth El from kinder-
garten through Confirmation. His service to 
the temple has been in the Religious School 
starting when he was in 7th grade. Gus was 
a madrich, and then a Religious School 
student teacher during the last two school 
years. Gus was described as a leader and 
role model who grew to be an effective teacher with stu-
dents of all abilities. His commitment to excellence 
helped those around him excel. Gus used these same 
skills in his baseball activities with Arlington Babe Ruth 
Baseball, and CoachN’s FUNdamentals. He worked 

with younger children as an umpire and teacher for 
many years.  

Gus is an honor roll student and recipient of academ-
ic awards. He is conversant and literate in Spanish. He 

received the Virginia High School League 
Academic Achievement Award during his 
high school years for his academic success 
as well as participating in baseball. Gus’s 
diverse interests include political activities. 
He attended both the American Israel Public 
Affairs Committee National Convention and 
the Democratic National Convention in 
2018. Gus participated in L’Taken Lobby 
Days, training and then lobbying on issues 
pertaining to the Americans with Disabilities 
Act. Gus will attend Denison University in 
the fall. He plans to major in political sci-

ence and history.  
Gus is an extraordinary young man who is a credit to 

the temple, the community, and his family. Mazel tov to 
Gus and his family!   

Shabbat in Summer 

Summer Kabbalat Shabbat Service Hours 

We will begin our summer service hours on Friday, June 
28. The Shabbat Social Hour will run from 5:30-6:30 pm, 
followed by the service at 6:30. 

Summer Dinners are Back 

Several years ago, we began getting together for informal 
dinners after early Friday Shabbat services. This year, our 
early services will begin on Friday, June 28 and run through 
the summer — and so will our dinners.  

There’s no need to plan ahead or make reservations. If 
you feel like joining some fellow congregants (and some-
times guests) for dinner, just meet in the lobby once the ser-
vice is over and you’ve grabbed a cookie or two at the oneg. 

We’ll post a list of nearby restaurants in the lobby. 

Renaissance Group 

W 
E ARE LOOKING for a group of people to be on 
our planning committee for the upcoming season. If 
you are interested, please contact Linda Vogel at 

Lindav@cox.net. 
Hopefully we can plan an event before the summer. Stay 

tuned. 

Attention 2019 Graduates 
(or Their Parents)! 

W 
HERE ARE you headed next? Beth El is 
proud of its members graduating from 
high school, college or any institution of 

higher education and would like to honor them in 
the July Bulletin. Please send the following infor-
mation to bulletin@bethelhebrew.org (if it doesn’t 
make the July Bulletin, it will be in future issues): 

• Name of graduate 
• School conferring degree or diploma 
• Degree earned and honors if appropriate 
• Where you are headed next (school, gap year, 

job, military, etc.) 
 

Please also send the names and addresses of new 
and continuing college students to College Commit-
tee Chair Sue Meisner, shmeisner@msn.com, so 
the Committee can send them holiday care packag-
es.  

mailto:Lindav@cox.net
mailto:bulletin@bethelhebrew.org
mailto:shmeisner@msn.com,
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Ner Tamid Dedication Weekend 

The artist Claude Riedel 

Ner Tamid committee 

Donors Walter and Ruth Elias and artist Claude Riedel 

and wife (to the left of Claude) 

Beth El Clergy Team 

Our Beautiful  

New Ner Tamid 

Brotherhood Catering Team 

Ruth Elisas Speaks at   

Dedication Service 



 

 

O 
N APRIL 28, almost 60 students in the fourth, fifth, and seventh-
grade Religious School classes, and ten adult volunteers planted 
more than 220 sedges, grasses, and shrubs in the west ravine of 

the Chapel in the Woods. Replanting this area after removing invasive 
species and terracing the slopes was part of a grant from the Northern 
Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Service.  
 

Please come help in the work of restoring the Chapel in the Woods by 
participating in summer workdays from 10 am to noon on June 2, July 7, 
and August 11. Please bring work gloves and trowels if you have them; 
other equipment will be provided. A light lunch will be served following 
the workday. For more information, contact Nancy and Stuart Davis: 
703-671-5906.  

Chapel in the Woods 
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BeFTY Enjoys NFTY MAR Spring Kallah 

D 
URING THE LAST weekend in April, NFTY MAR gathered for its spring kallah at Camp Harlam. Nine 

BeFTY-ites traveled for the weekend, and a great time was had by all. The weekend began with the election of 

next year’s MAR board.   

“NFTY events are always wonderful because you get to meet and connect with other Jewish teenagers from a 

pretty large community. I think that spring (kallah) is a great event because the election process is fascinating. 

You get to talk to a lot of new people with thoughtful ideas and it is an opportunity to work together as members 

of Beth El to have an impact on the future of NFTY.” (Josh M) 

The friendships are the key to the magic that seems to happen at each kallah. 

“I had so much fun at spring kallah. I got to hang out with my friends that I hadn’t seen since the Vent (the last 

kallah). I learned about Israeli government in a fun way. It was a great weekend and I can’t wait to see my 

friends at future events.” (Molly B) 

Watch for info over the summer about all of our youth programs! There is so much 

for our kids to be a part of! 

 

— Dina Backer 

Samara Tannar delivers the 

Shabbat morning d/var Torah 

BeFTY members caucus to decide how to vote Ready for the banquet and an evening of fun 
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Brotherhood Annual  
Meeting and Shabbat  

Service, June 14  

P 
LEASE JOIN US for a quick annual meeting 

on Friday, June 14 at 7 pm in the multipurpose 

room at which time paid up Brotherhood 

members will vote on the slate for the 2019-2021 

Brotherhood Board of Directors and the proposed 

2019-2020 Brotherhood budget.  

Details of the BOD slate and budget are available 

at https://www.bethelhebrew.org/community/

brotherhood. 

Everyone is then invited to join the Congregation 

at the 7:30 pm Brotherhood Shabbat service, at which 

time the newly elected Board members will be in-

stalled, and we will honor Roberto Mosse, the 2019 

Brotherhood Man of the Year. 

Brotherhood is sponsoring the Shabbat social hour 

that begins at 6:30 and the oneg following services.  

Brotherhood will also honor Emeritus Rabbi Brett 

Isserow with a Tree of Life leaf dedication that even-

ing. 

Beth El Annual 
Congregation Meeting  

June 25, 7:00 pm 

Slate of Officers for 
2019-2020/2019-2021 

Officers (2019-2021): 

President: Alan Cohn 

Executive Vice President: David Weinraub 

Vice President: Jake Gallun 

Vice President: Donna Sachs 

Secretary: Dorrit Lowsen 

Treasurer: Clair Sassin 

 

First Term Board of Directors 2019-2021: 

• Helene Cohen 

• Simon Gershman (filling unexpired term  

of Donna Sachs) 

• Chuck Harris 

• Lisa Sheldone 

• Roberta Sultzer 

 

Second Term Board of Directors 2019-2021: 

• Jay Heltzer 

• Josh Katz 

• Susan Paley 

 

Continuing Directors 2019-2020: 

• Joel Augen 

• Sara Deshong-Rojas 

• Jesse Ellis 

• Rae Ellen James 

• Naomi Mercer 

• Pamela Zitron 

 

Thank You to the Nominating Committee Members: 

• Todd Bolick 

• Ayal Cohen 

• Sara Deshong-Rojas 

• Janet Garber 

• Debbie Katz 

• Naomi Mercer 

• Howard Wahlberg 

• Linda Waller (Chair) 

 

T 
HANKS TO EVERYBODY who virtually 

walked in StepALIVE!  Team Beth El raised 

$454 for the ALIVE! Child Development 

Center. Thanks to the Religious School for the tzed-

akah collected on May 5. 

I know it’s barely June, but mark your calendar 

for Beth El’s turn to go out with the ALIVE! furni-

ture trucks. This year it will be Sunday, December 8. 

(Don’t worry. I’ll remind you.) 

And a gentle reminder that ALIVE! cannot use 

large or economy sized food items. Please continue 

your generous donations of food, but only in regular 

sized packaging. Anything that needs milk, butter, or 

eggs to prepare (cake mix, etc.) is also not practical 

for our clients. If you only need to add water (some 

pancake mixes), that’s great. 

For more information about ALIVE! go to 

www.alive-inc.org or contact Deborah Schaffer at 

schaffer4@gmail.com. 

https://www.bethelhebrew.org/community/brotherhood
https://www.bethelhebrew.org/community/brotherhood
http://www.alive-inc.org
mailto:schaffer4@gmail.com
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Joint with Agudas Achim 
Tuesday, June 4, noon–2 pm 

 
Location: Agudas Achim Congregation 

2908 Valley Drive, Alexandria  
 
Join us as we learn about testing for genetic diseases in 
people of Jewish heritage. We will hear from Alberto 
Cornier, MD, PhD, a clinical geneticist in Santurce, 
Puerto Rico, where he is Director of San Jorge Chil-
dren’s Hospital Clinical Research Center. The program 
will include a presentation which will focus on inher-
itance pattern and genetic diseases, common genetic 
diseases among the Jewish population, and the im-
portance of genetic screening and counseling. A ques-
tion and answer session will follow.  

Fee: Donations are always welcome!  

RSVP: A free, catered kosher lunch will be provided by 
Takeda Pharmaceutical Company. You MUST RSVP 
to Shelly no later than May 21 at 
Shelly.Rosenstein@jccnv.org or 703.537.3062.  

All Beth El/JCCNV events are $5 for all participants unless 
noted otherwise. All events are on Wednesdays at 10:30 am 

at BEHC unless noted otherwise. Coffee, tea, and dessert 
will be provided. 

To RSVP or get more information for all Beth El/JCCNV 
events, please contact Shelly.Rosenstein@jccnv.org,  

703-537-3062 

Beth El/JCCNV Events 

Thursday, June 27, 10:30 am-Noon 
(Note day change)  

Presented by Stephen Garber, NASA History Divi-
sion, Office of Communications, NASA Headquarters  

That’s one small step for man, one giant leap for man-
kind. Do you remember where you were when you 
heard those words 50 years ago? The first moon land-
ing with crew Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin, and Mi-
chael Collins took place July 20, 1969 and was watched 
by an estimated 600 million people around the world. 
Stephen will talk about some of the key decision points 
of the Apollo program, along with providing a wonder-
ful overview of NASA history in general. Enjoy a spe-
cial moon treat as you experience this “out of the 
world” program!  

Genetic Diseases in People of  
Jewish Heritage  

Man on the Moon – A 50 Year Anniversary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Join us for a can’t-miss opportunity to eat, drink, and reunite with friends from across Jewish Greater Washington! Plus, 

honor long-serving community leader Paul S. Berger, recipient of the Dor L’Dor Tribute Award. 
 

Toast Our Past • Revel in Our Present • Connect with Our Future 
  

Thursday, June 6, 2019 
The fun begins at 6:30 pm. 

Program to follow. 
  

Washington Hebrew Congregation 
3935 Macomb Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20016 

mailto:Shelly.Rosenstein@jccnv.org
mailto:Shelly.Rosenstein@jccnv.org


 

 

 

Updates and Offerings from the Heller High Five 

D 
URING THE 2019-2020 school year, five Beth El teens — Alexis Colton, Aurora Mercer, Kate Schnei-
der, Dahlia Spinrad, and Samara Tanner — will be studying for a semester in Israel at the URJ’s Heller 
High. We are grateful to the Beth El community for supporting our fundraising efforts. 

 
FUNDRAISING UPDATE: The Heller High Five are grateful to the Jewish Federation of Greater Washington for 
granting each of us a scholarship towards the cost of attending Heller High. We would also like to thank Beth El’s 
Women of Reform Judaism and Brotherhood for inviting us to make a presentation about our efforts, and for the 
opportunity to volunteer at your events throughout 2019.  
 
CAR WASH: On June 9, noon-2:00 pm, immediately following the last morning of Religious School, the Heller 
High Five will be holding a car wash to support our fundraising efforts in the Beth El parking lot. Donations of any 
amount are welcome. Rain or shine! 
 
PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT: Saturday, June 15, 5:00-9:00 pm — Drop off your child or children for an evening of 
fun activities, games, and art projects. $30 for the first child, $10 for each additional child in the same family. RSVP 
to bethel.hellerhigh@gmail.com. 
 
PARENTS’ AFTERNOON OFF: Thursday, August 22, 1:00-5:00 pm — Drop off your child or children for an 
afternoon of fun activities, games, and art projects. $30 for the first child, $10 for each additional child in the same 
family. RSVP to bethel.hellerhigh@gmail.com. 
 
BABYSITTING and PETSITTING: Are you looking for a reliable and experienced babysitter for your child(ren), 
or someone to care for your pets? Alexis, Aurora, Kate, Dahlia, and Samara are available on an individual basis be-
tween now and the end of 2019 for babysitting and pet sitting. Babysitting is $11/hour for the first child, $5/hour for 
each additional child. Pet sitting rates to be negotiated depending on what is required. To schedule, please email 
bethel.hellerhigh@gmail.com. 
 
RAFFLE: Prior to the Beth El annual meeting on June 25, and for the weeks leading up to the meeting, you will 
have the opportunity to enter a raffle to win a handmade afghan, assorted works of art, a basket of goodies, and oth-
er fine offerings. Raffle tickets are $5 each or six for $25. We will be selling them during Religious School, during 
Wednesday Canteen, and via email (bethel.hellerhigh@gmail.com). 
 
If you would like to support our fundraising efforts, checks can be made out to Beth El Hebrew Congregation with 
Heller High Fund in the memo line. Please email us at bethel.hellerhigh@gmail.com with any questions. Thank 
you! 
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Clockwise from top left: 
Dahlia Spinrad, Aurora 
Stankow-Mercer, Alexis 
Colton, Kate Schneider, 
Samara Tanner  

mailto:bethel.hellerhigh@gmail.com
mailto:bethel.hellerhigh@gmail.com
mailto:bethel.hellerhigh@gmail.com
mailto:bethel.hellerhigh@gmail.com
mailto:bethel.hellerhigh@gmail.com
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 T 
HE 2019 MARTIN MINTZ Award for outstand-
ing volunteer service to Beth El has been awarded 
to husband and wife team Jake Gallun and Pam-

ela Zitron. Named for Martin 
Mintz, a much-loved and very active 
past president of Beth El, the yearly 
award was established in 1989 to rec-
ognize a Beth El member who has 
demonstrated “effective, unselfish, 
humanitarian, continuing, long-term 
outstanding service to the congrega-
tion.” 

Jake has been a Beth El member 
for 35 years during which time he’s 
been involved in almost every aspect 
of Beth El life. He’s served on several 
boards and executive committees, 
nominating committees, and the re-
cent pulpit search committee, and chaired the Building 
and Grounds Committee. Beth El has benefited from his 
professional architectural expertise as he managed a 
building engineering study and participated in the social 
hall/sanctuary renovation project, bimah ramp commit-

Jake Gallun and Pamela Zitron  
Win the 2019 Martin Mintz Award 

tee, and security committee. And in his spare minutes, 
Jake is a Brotherhood Catering chef. 

Pamela, too, has a long history of Beth El service. An 
eight-year member and co-chair of the 
Caring Community Committee, Pam-
ela works hard behind the scenes to 
support members of our Beth El fami-
ly and coordinate help with clergy 
and committee members. She has 
served on the Beth El board, nominat-
ing committees, the Inclusion Com-
mittee, and worked with Brotherhood 
Catering. Pamela chaired the Rabbi 
Transition Committee and helped to 
get the Rabbi Isserow playground off 
the ground.  
     The award will be presented at 
Shabbat services on June 28. Congrat-

ulations to Jake and Pamela on winning this award! 
The 2019 Mintz Award Committee consisted of Jean-

ette Astrow, Matt Mutterperl, Barbara Mintz  
(ex officio), and chair, Linda Waller. 

Notes from Your Bulletin Editor 

Photos: Thank you all for sending me wonderful photos every month. Please be understanding when I cannot fit them 

all in. I hope to be able to post them on the website soon, even if I can’t use them in print. Please keep sending them. 

Please include names of people if you want the photo to have a caption. 

Full-Page Items: So many of you have said you like having the calendar in the larger font so it is more legible. That 

means The Bulletin has to be a multiple-of-four pages long. However, a 24-page Bulletin costs a lot more to print than a 

20-page Bulletin, so I shorten it when I can. That means, if you send a full-page’s worth of content, I reserve the right to 

convert it to a flyer-insert. 

PDFs: Please don’t send PDFs unless you want it to be a flyer. If you do send PDFs, please also send the source file —

Word, PowerPoint, Publisher, anything MS Office.  

Delivery: I am so sorry that delivery is unreliable. We get the files to the printer between the 20th and 23rd of every 

month and they get them to the post office the next business day. Sometimes some people get The Bulletin before the 

first and sometimes mid-month… and sometimes, such as for me this month, not at all. Therefore, know that I feel your 

pain. Also, please know that there is nothing that the office staff, or I, or the printer, can do to speed up what happens 

after the printer takes the box to the post office. However, the office is supporting us by posting The Bulletin online the 

same day I send the file to the printer, so you can start looking for it online well before the first of every month. 

Last, but definitely not least, the editor thanks her amazing volunteer proofreaders: Dana Arnold, Jo Ann Allen, and  

Linda Waller. 
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JCCNV-Beth El Early Childhood 

Learning Center: Register Now for 

9019-2020-Only a Few Spaces Left! 

Our ECLC offers a twelve-month program with part-time 

and full-time options for children who will be two, three, or 

four years old by September 30. 

Our full-time toddler program accepts students 

from 16 to 23 months old. 

The ECLC is licensed by the State of Virginia and is open to 

all members of the community. 

For more information or to set up a tour, please contact 

Director Dina Backer, at 703-537-3084, or at 

dina.backer@jccnv.org. 

Give your preschooler the gift 

of great learning experiences, 

new friends and lots of fun! 

For Sale: 

Two plots in King David Memorial Garden,  

Section 6, Lot 141. 

Asking $3,800 each.  

Current price from King David is $5,100 each. 

Reply to Manny Seligmann at  

dlgsailor@gmail.com 

mailto:dina.backer@jccnv.org
mailto:dlgsailor@gmail.com
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HOLD THE DATE 

Theater J 2019-2020 Season Opens with Love Sick,  

Sep. 4-29 

Reel Israel DC: Redemption, at the Embassy of Israel, 

July 24 

Virginia Interfaith Center Annual Celebration, Sep. 19 

Chapel in the Woods Workdays: July 7 and  

Aug. 11 

JCRC Conference Call: Understanding Israel’s Nation-

State Law, July 26 

No Va Jewish Film Festival, Nov. 7-Nov. 17 

Erev Rosh Hashanah and Rosh Hashanah, Sep. 29 and 30 

Erev Yom Kippur/Kol Nidre and Yom Kippur, Oct. 8 

and 9 

JCRC Conference Call: Israel Security Update — Syria 

and Gaza, July 27 

Wominyan Summer Retreat, July 26-29 

National Jewish Retreat, Aug. 13-18 

Religious School Begins, Sep. 8 
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High Holiday Choir Rehearsals 

 Aug. 6, Aug. 13, Aug. 20 
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