
 

 

 

Beth El Bulletin  
Sivan/Tammuz 5778 

Worship Services 

Friday, June 1 

Shabbat Service 

7:30 pm 

Saturday, June 2 

Shabbat Morning Service 

and Bat Mitzvah of Jessica 

Spindler, daughter of 

Victoria and David Spindler 

10:30 am 

Tot Shabbat, 11 am 

Friday, June 8 

Shabbat Service 

7:30 pm 

Saturday, June 9 

Shabbat Morning Service 

and Bat Mitzvah of Emily 

Cramer, daughter of Kevin 

and Diane Cramer 

10:30 am 

Friday, June 15 

Shabbat Service 

7:30 pm 

Saturday, June 16 

Shabbat Morning Service 

10:30 am 

Friday, June 22 

Shabbat Service 

7:30 pm 

Saturday, June 23 

Shabbat Morning Service 

10:30 am 

Friday, June 29 

Shabbat Service 

6:30 pm 

(note switch to summer 

schedule) 

Saturday, June 30 

Shabbat Morning Service 

10:30 am 

Beth El Hebrew Congregation 

Rabbi’s Remarks .................... 2 
Cantor’s Corner ..................... 3 
President’s Point of View....... 4 
Executive Director’s Entry ..... 4 
Religious School Report ......... 5 
B’nei Mitzvah ......................... 5 
WRJ News .............................. 6 
Brotherhood News ................ 7 
BEHC Annual Meeting............ 9 
Inclusion News ..................... 10 
RSY News ............................. 10 
Readers of Beth El ............... 11 
Permanent Endowment 
   Fund .................................. 11 

Member News ..................... 12 
Rabbi Isserow’s Retirement 
   Gala and Auction ............... 13 
Other Transition Dates ......... 13 
Refugee Assistance 
   Committee ......................... 13 
Calendar .......................... 14-15 
Ross Scholarship .................. 16 
Mintz Award......................... 16 
Brotherhood  
   Man of the Year................. 17 
Cantor’s Concert .................. 17 
Beth El/JCCNV Events .......... 19 
ALIVE! ................................... 19 

WRJ Social Action ................. 19 
Donations ............................. 20 
Beth El House ....................... 21 
Caring Community 
   Committee ......................... 21 
Culture Club ......................... 21 
ECLC ...................................... 22 
Chapel in the Woods ............ 26 
 

...and lots of tributes to and  
pictures of Rabbi Isserow  

scattered throughout  
so don’t skip a page!! 

June 2018 

In this Issue 



 

 

Rabbi’s Remarks 

I 
T IS HARD to believe but this is my 

last official bulletin article as the Senior 

Rabbi of Beth El Hebrew Congregation. 

The next one I write will be as the “Old” 

Rabbi! 

In thinking about how to approach this I 

thought about precedents that I have seen over the years. 

They range from the mildly depressing (“Oh the things we 

could have gotten done, if only…”), to majorly depressing 

(“These are all the things we did wrong over the past num-

ber of decades and mainly because you didn’t or would-

n’t…”). 

Well, I really don’t feel like reminiscing either about 

mistakes, omissions or things that we could have or should 

have done, or on past unfulfilled dreams or hopes. Instead I 

want to look at the possibilities that Beth El faces as we 

look at the future.  

The recent Jewish Population Survey that was done in 

the Greater Washington area indicates that we are well situ-

ated in the midst of a growing Jewish community in North-

ern Virginia. In fact, Marylanders still have not recovered 

from the shock of discovering that there are more Jews in 

Northern Virginia than there are in Maryland (within the 

Greater Washington area) or DC. 

The rate of unaffiliated families is also higher in NOVA 

and this presents a wonderful opportunity. We know the 

challenges: traffic, long hours, alternative options for creat-

ing community and on and on. However, I believe there is 

still a strong possibility of reaching these folks by first 

learning what it is that will spark their interest, and then by 

creating real and different opportunities for them to get 

involved. 

We have already instituted an innovative approach to 

dues and need to explore other options of creating varied 

income streams for the congregation. Again, I am fully 

aware that this is not easy. If it was, everyone would be 

doing it, but very few, if any, are! 

I believe it is not enough to follow, copy, or implement 

new and seemingly untried programs that we “borrow” 

from other congregations in the area or around the country. 

Some of them are without doubt successful, but they don’t 

necessarily appeal to people in this area and tweaking them 

a little won’t change that.  

But we do have wonderful resources in our congrega-

tion. We need to find them and encourage them to come up 

with and share their brilliant ideas. Too long we have relied 

on a small cadre of volunteers to push forward multiple 

agendas. 

Whether it be social activities, social action, social me-

dia, education at all levels, or any other type of involve-

ment and commitment, just opening the doors doesn’t seem 

to be that effective any more. Fortunately, we have created 

a culture at Beth El where experimentation and implemen-

tation of the untried and untested has been long encour-

aged. Failure is an option, and often success only comes 

after many tries. Each is a learning experience, and each 

involves a wider circle of people who are now just a little 

more invested in Beth El. 

To all this we must add another exciting component: 

our new Rabbi! David Spinrad brings with him a rich 

background of innovative thinking and experience. Not 

only was he exposed to the latest developments in the Re-

form Movement at Hebrew Union College, but he also 

spent the last five years at one of the most cutting edge 

congregations in the country. The knowledge that he has 

gained and experiments that he has participated in and wit-

nessed will all shape his Rabbinate here at Beth El, and I 

for one, look forward to being part of this invigorating 

process. 

Beth El is an old, well-established, and tested congrega-

tion, but that does not mean that it has to be staid and dull. 

It only means that we have a solid foundation from which 

to move forward. We are fortunate to have a wonderful 

dynamic clergy team, a dedicated and willing senior staff, 

and support staff and maintenance crew that seemingly will 

do anything for us. Many of you have been involved as 

volunteers in a myriad of different ways, and I encourage 

those who are still on the periphery to get more involved. 

We have created an atmosphere of menschlichkeit, decen-

cy, and a welcoming openness, and are now well poised to 

embrace the future. 

 

B’hatzlicha, wishing only success, 

L’shalom 

Brett 

Graduations Galore!! 

It’s time once again to focus on the students among us who are moving to new 

phases of their life. Please send bulletin@bethelhebrew.org high school/

college/graduate school graduation blurbs for the Mazel Tov section of the 

Bulletin. Once your new college kids have an address, please send them to 

Susan Meisner (SHMeisner@msn.com) so Beth El can stay in touch with 

them and send goodies! 
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Dear Brett, 

T 
O KNOW YOU, is to love you. 

 

I am overwhelmed with gratitude for these past six 

years of my professional life. 

When I came to Beth El, I was looking for many things 

in a synagogue. Of highest importance to me was finding a 

Rabbi to partner with, to learn from, and to brainstorm and 

dream with. I was hoping this Rabbi would not just be 

smart and impressive, but also kind, humble, and generous. 

With you, I found that. It has been such a pleasure serv-

ing Beth El with you. It has been a pleasure working for 

you. And, perhaps most importantly, it has been a pleasure 

becoming your friend. 

With you, “work” was meaningful. Speaking was al-

ways easy for us. I never needed to stand on ceremony, 

never needed to dance around conversations, and never 

needed to wonder where you stood on particular issues. In 

so many ways, our partnership together was just… easy. 

I hit the jackpot. 

I will miss many things about working with you day to 

day. High on that list, I will miss our lunches. Yes, our 

lunches! I will miss the way that every host and hostess 

graciously welcomes you at the door of the restaurant. 

They know that to know you is to love you as well. I will 

miss your humor. I will miss us bringing our dogs to the 

office together. And I will miss the generosity of always 

knowing there are granola bars hidden in your office, just 

for us, when the work day gets away from us.  

I will miss your wisdom. I will miss the way you hold 

conversations and concerns in perspective and seem to al-

ways know exactly the right thing to say.  

For the past six years, I have done my best to study eve-

rything you have taught, sometimes succeeding, sometimes 

not. I hope one day I will look back and see that I will have 

completed my Rabbi Brett Isserow 101 course, with at 

least a solid B+. 

They say that a Rabbi has one sermon that they give 

over and over in their lifetime. I’ve always felt that “your 

sermon” is to live with kindness and decency. Brett, you 

are an unapologetically kind and decent person. This is 

what makes you who you are; it is the core of your being. 

You teach us that having integrity, above all else, is how 

we are to be measured in this world and how we are to treat 

others. 

Beth El is a kinder, humbler, and more sacred commu-

nity because of your leadership. 

Thank you to our Torah Study Group and Linda Waller 

who donated funds to plant trees and bushes in our Chapel in the Woods in honor of Gilah Goldsmith. 

For information on what was planted, please see page 26. 

Part of being a leader of a synagogue that is more than 

150 years old is to know that, in some ways, we are only 

the custodians of this sacred community for whatever pre-

cious amount of time that we are able to be here. We have 

a strong and beautiful future at Beth El. Perhaps the great-

est sign of a leader’s success is that when they pass the  

baton, they know that the community that they helped to 

build will continue to flourish. Because of you, and in-

spired by you, we will continue to flourish and create 

meaning for our membership and the larger Alexandria 

community. 

I find comfort in knowing that you will continue to 

serve Beth El as Rabbi Emeritus. I know that we will all 

benefit from your continued presence within our sacred 

community. 

We’ve been through a lot these years together. But this 

is not the end of our story or friendship by any means.  

There is no word for goodbye in Hebrew. We say Sha-

lom, but truly it only means peace. 

I therefore won’t say “Goodbye.” On behalf of the en-

tire Beth El community and all who love and respect you, I 

wish you peace. 

 

Your friend, 

Jason 
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President’s Point of View 

I 
T’S FINALLY HERE: Rabbi Isserow is retiring 

effective July 1. There will be tributes all through-

out this month, but we are particularly devoting this 

issue to a commemoration of the Rabbi’s contributions 

to Beth El. I’m going to take a personal approach and 

tell you some of my favorite memories of Rabbi Is-

serow (at the risk of embarrassing everyone!). 

My first memory is of Rabbi Isserow spitting water-

melon seeds at a parent-camper evening! The Isserows 

and I have children similar in age, and that has given us 

a lot to talk about over the years. Darci in particular 

owes a lot to the Rabbi. One morning I was sitting in his 

office bemoaning the fact that Darci was a high school 

junior and had no idea what she wanted to study. Sha-

ron Steinberg looked over and said, “So that’s okay, 

she’ll study liberal arts.” And then Rabbi Isserow re-

minded me that sometimes it takes more than one job 

before you find your calling. Exactly! That was a eureka 

for me; I ceased worrying, and Darci recently graduated 

from James Madison, having studied something she 

loved, and achieving academic honors in the process.  

Our children attended religious school together. In 

sixth grade, they had to come to a Shabbat dinner 

dressed as their ancestors came to the U.S. Jesse came in 

a tee shirt, jeans, and sandals. That’s probably what his 

dad actually did wear! 

I will always remember the warmth and sincerity in 

the Rabbi’s office when he blessed the bar/bat mitzvah 

child and the family. I still get misty. I wish I could re-

member what the Rabbi said in front of the Ark at my 

own girls’ bat mitzvahs but I was too in the moment to 

preserve the memory. I do remember that he remarked 

at Darci’s “I’ve done a lot of these, but I’ve never seen 

the sibling cry.” (We’re an emotional family!) 

I have so many happy memories, eating dinner be-

fore Executive Committee meetings, funny comments at 

Board Meetings, always reminding us that being Jewish 

meant doing a certain kind of good. As Elphaba sang in 

Wicked:  

 

So much of me is made of what I learned from you 

You’ll be with me like a handprint on my heart. 

And now whatever way our stories end, 

I know you have re-written mine by being my friend. 

And since I don’t like to say goodbye, I’ll just close 

by saying, “See you soon, my friend. Enjoy your retire-

ment!” 

 

— Julienne Bramesco 

T 
HE THEME for the Bulletin this 

month is saying “farewell” to 

Rabbi Isserow. This is a very 

difficult task for me. I have only known 

Rabbi Isserow for one year, but I do 

know that he has become synonymous with Beth El He-

brew. I know that he has tremendous institutional 

knowledge and gives excellent advice. 

From the first time that I met the Rabbi, I was very 

impressed with him. I was interviewing at Beth El for 

the Executive Director position. I came up for an even-

ing interview. After the interview ended, Ilene Reiter 

began giving me a tour of the building. At some point, 

Rabbi Isserow took over the tour and was showing me 

all the nooks and crannies of our building. I saw the 

storage behind the bimah. We looked at the sound clos-

et. I think we even went into the HVAC room on the 2nd 

floor. What impressed me the most was that the Rabbi 

did not need to stay late, nor did he need to spend time 

with me at this point. But, that is who Rabbi Isserow is 

and who Beth El is… down to earth, doing the job that 

needs to get done, and doing it with kindness. 

While it may be difficult to see Rabbi Isserow tran-

sition from the front of our congregation, we will also 

have a measure of continuity. As Jews we are used to 

transition and continuity. Moses led the Jews through 

the desert, but was not allowed to cross into the Holy 

Land. Joshua brought us into Israel. Even though Moses 

was no longer the leader, we still persisted.  

Rabbi Isserow, we will honor you through our per-

sistence even though change is upon us. We will always 

revere you as a leader, teacher, learner, spiritual guide, 

and friend.  

 

Adam Wallach 

Executive Director 

Executive Director’s Entry 
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R 
ABBI BRETT ISSEROW, above everything 

else a great Rabbi should be, is a Mensch 

among Mensches. In my first conversation with 

him prior to my interviewing for the position of Beth El 

Education Director, he said to me “don’t worry about 

transitioning from law to Jewish Education, I used to be 

an accountant.” I knew from that moment that I had a 

friend and a great colleague. 

Everywhere I go in the many circles of professional 

Jewish life, as soon as I say I work with Rabbi Brett 

Isserow, the response is “he is such a mensch — you 

are very fortunate to work with him.” I agree!! Unlike 

many of my colleagues, I have never had to make an 

appointment to see the Rabbi. I always know that he 

will give the Religious School priority in his busy and 

demanding schedule. Brett was always available to be 

my “sounding board.” I am jealous of his quick intellect. 

He can analyze any issue in a very short time and pro-

vide a realistic solution. As an educator, never in 14 

years was I chastised by Brett for taking a risk. I always 

know that Brett will have my back. 

My great privilege in working with Brett is the op-

portunities I have had to learn from him as a student. 

His Adult Education classes were invigorating because 

of his wealth of knowledge and the ability to engage 

one’s curiosity. On a personal level, his role as our Mus-

sar Facilitator changed my life, as well as all of his 

Mussar students. For this I, and others, will never be 

able to thank him enough. 

Fortunately, for me, and our Beth El Community, 

Brett will be with us, although in a different Rabbinical 

capacity. Todah rabah for all that you have given to 

Beth El and to our Jewish Community. 

Shalom and the best to you in your new life. 

 
L’Shalom, 

Barry Smith, Director of Education 

bsmith@bethelhebrew.org 

Shalom to Our Teacher Gadol 

Emily Cramer 

June 9, 2018 

Emily is a 13 year old student at 

Belle View School. She loves art 

and music, and especially likes 

swimming, horseback riding, gym-

nastics, and ice skating. We are so 

glad so many people could join in 

her bat mitzvah.  

Emily and her family are grateful 

to Rabbi Isserow, Cantor Kauf-

man, and all of the amazing and 

wonderful teachers, staff, and family 

friends at Beth El. We could not 

have reached this day without the 

support and dedication of our Beth 

El community. 

Jessica Spindler 

June 2, 2018 

Jessica is a 7th grader at TJMS in Arlington. 

She loves spending time reading, practicing gym-

nastics, and acting in theater productions. Jessica 

is a social butterfly, who enjoys spending time 

with her friends, baking treats for her family, and 

going to the library to borrow the latest graphic 

novels. For her mitzvah project, Jessica prepared 

and donated bagged lunches on multiple occa-

sions to the Carpenter’s Shelter, a homeless shel-

ter in Alexandria.  

Jessica would like to thank Rabbi Isserow, 

Cantor Kaufman, and Lisa Sheldone for their 

guidance during her Bat Mitzvah preparation, as 

well as all of the educators at Beth El who have 

taught Jessica through the years. 

B’nei Mitzvah 
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WRJ News 

I 
N MAY, we celebrated WRJ Shabbat when we 

gathered together to enjoy a delicious meal provided 

by our fabulous cooks in WRJ as well as the 

scrumptious homemade challot provided by Arline 

Sachs. We congratulated WRJ Woman of the Year, 

Michele Milden, for her hard work that benefits so 

many through WRJ. We thanked Susan Whitman for 

her many years of dedication as the Judaica Shop treas-

urer as she passes the reins on to Bobbie Gershman. 

Everything looked so lovely because of the efforts of 

our many volunteers — Jo Ann Allen, Pat Collins, and 

Naomi Mercer who coordinated our Israel teen trip vol-

unteers, Ethan, Michael, and Rory. Thank you to eve-

ryone who supported our annual raffle fundraiser. Our 

raffle winners were Margarita Mervis, Barbara Ja-

cobs, and Linda Shapiro.  

During the service we praised G-d with special read-

ings, we sang, and we danced. Traditionally, WRJ has 

the opportunity to deliver the d’var Torah for the even-

ing. The parshah was Emor, which speaks about sacri-

fices and the timing of the holidays, including Shabbat.  

Following are some excerpts which dovetail with 

this month’s tribute to Rabbi Brett Isserow who has 

sacrificed his time for many of us here in the Beth El 

community.  

We begin with a little lead in… the third chapter of 

Ecclesiastes includes some familiar excerpts — 

“Everything has its season, and there is a time to every 

purpose under heaven: A time to give birth and a time to 

die, a time to plant and a time to uproot the planted. A 

time to tear down and a time to build up. A time to weep 

and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to 

dance. A time to be silent and a time to speak.”  

Shabbat came to mind with the words of a poem 

from the The Torah – A Women’s Commentary describ-

ing the mundane tasks that women might do in the aver-

age six day work week followed by: 

All my hours have been 

Used up by others’ needs, 

 others’ demands, 

 others’ priorities. 

 

When the week is done, and 

I light the Shabbat candles, 

 my time begins. 

I take a deep breath and 

 let go. 

I embrace the peace of Shabbat. 

That works for most of us if we make that the priori-

ty — a Shabbat of rest; a Shabbat of peace. This is not 

the case for everyone, whether they want to or not. For 

their profession actually is to help usher in that Shabbat 

peace for us, with us. To prepare for services week after 

week — songs, a d’var Torah, coordination of musical 

accompaniment. To lead services and ideally to dash out 

after a requisite amount of schmoozing with the rest of 

us to obtain that rest and peace with their own families 

and loved ones only to return the following morning to 

lead us in prayer and guide us through the Torah portion 

followed by ANOTHER d’var Torah. After the Shabbat 

morning service, perhaps then the rest of the day can be 

theirs to share with their families. That is unless some-

one is in need of a sick visit or worse and then it’s off to 

provide comfort, a prayer, a healing word to that some-

one or to their family. 

For everything has its season, and there is a time to 

every purpose under heaven, and for 16 years Rabbi  

Isserow has guided us through all of those seasons. He 

has been there during the time to give birth or at least a 

bris or baby naming. He has been there when it’s time to 

die and comfort those left behind. He has been there 

during a time to plant the seeds of a cooperative rela-

tionship with a new preschool and a time to uproot the 

planted. He has supported a time to “tear down” a well 

used, weathered, and loved playground and a time to 

build up a natural environment that promotes creative 

play and learning. He has been there during times of 

weeping and shared many times of laughter. He has 

helped us mourn and encouraged a time to dance in joy 

and happiness. And probably most importantly, Rabbi 

Isserow knows when it is a time to be silent and listen 

and when it is a time to speak out about injustice within 

the framework of the Torah and our rabbinic teachings. 

Soon, however, it will be Rabbi Isserow’s time. A 

time to put himself and his family before the needs, the 

demands, and the priorities of everyone else. While not 

all, but a significant amount, of his time has been sacri-

ficed and used up by others’ needs, others’ demands, 

others’ priorities. His full time tenure will be done, and 

he can take a deep breath and let go. He will be able to 

take in many new views from wherever his travels with  

Jinny take him. He’ll still be with us as an emeritus on-

ly with a new view on the western side of Beth El where 

he can revel in the sounds of our growing preschool and 

the view of a sunset in the evening. Rabbi Isserow, 

may you take that deep breath and let go so that you 

may enjoy the peace of not only Shabbat but also of re-

tirement. Mazel tov and thank you to all you have given 

to WRJ and our entire Beth El community. 

 
Mazal tov and see everyone on the weekend of 

June 15-17, 

Jeanette Astrow 

WRJ President 
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M 
ORE THAN 120 people attended Brotherhood’s 

May Public Policy Forum on “America’s Re-

sponse to Charlottesville.” It is only fitting for 

this tribute Bulletin to Rabbi Brett Isserow that he was 

one of our panelists, providing the theological and faith-

based perspective on the important societal issue regarding 

the difference between protected speech that may be un-

comfortable to hear, and unlawful speech designed to in-

timidate. Sincere thanks to Beth El member Robert Siegel 

(recently retired NPR host of All Things Considered) for 

moderating this panel, which also included Detective 

Charles Pak, Alexandria Police Dept.; Special Agent Giu-

lio Arseni, FBI Civil Rights Division; and Delegate Mark 

Levine, Virginia House of Delegates, 45th District. Special 

thanks to event organizer Ron Sturman, as well as to vol-

unteers Mike Baker, Jack Kaye, Matt Mutterperl, Norm 

Starler and Linda Waller. 

Brotherhood would like to explicitly thank Rabbi  

Isserow for his years of support for and participation in 

Brotherhood’s educational and community programs. 

Whether at Purim carnivals or end-of-school picnics, Brett 

was sure to be there. We have been especially grateful for 

Rabbi Isserow’s enthusiastic involvement in and promo-

tion of Beth El Brotherhood’s annual home-and-away In-

terfaith Dinner with Fairlington United Methodist Church. 

This past February, our two religious institutions celebrat-

ed 60 consecutive years of communal dining and camara-

derie. 

Thank-you to the Beth El families for choosing Broth-

erhood to cater the Harrison Hannan and David Rubin-

stein B’nai Mitzvah receptions. Appreciation is extended 

to chefs, Joel Bernstein and Jake Gallun, food purchaser 

Judy Jankowski, on-site manager Howard Wahlberg, 

and the numerous volunteers who made these catering ser-

vices possible: Jeanette Astrow, Joel Augen, Pat Collins, 

Alexis Colton, Diane and Kevin Cramer, Bobbi Gersh-

man, Janet Hlatky, Quinn Jennings, Aurora Mercer, 

Roberto Mosse, Inna Naygauz, Sue Rabin, Donna 

Sachs, Jeffrey Sachs, Bill, Sally and Kate Schneider, 

Glenn Siegal, Norm Starler, Jerry Terlitzky, Catherine, 

Michael and David Weinraub, Rhubarb Woodmansee 
and Pamela Zitron.  

What better testimony to Brotherhood catering than the 

recognition that not only did we cater the 2016 Congrega-

tional dinner celebrating Rabbi Isserow’s 25 years in the 

Rabbinate, but that over the years we also catered the 

luncheons of both Anna’s Bat Mitzvah in February 2005 

and Jesse’s Bar Mitzvah in June 2009. Thank-you Brett 

and Jinny for trusting your children’s receptions to Broth-

erhood hands. After conferring with our past chefs, it also 

appears that Rabbi Isserow was instrumental in getting 

Brotherhood to confront the necessity for adding a vegan 

option to our catering menu. 

Brotherhood food comes in many forms, so be sure to 

attend our annual free end-of-year Religious School Picnic, 

scheduled for Sunday, June 3. This year, Brotherhood is 

partnering with the Rabbinic Transition Committee to ex-

pand the picnic to a full Congregational event to honor our 

retiring Rabbi Brett Isserow.  

And on Friday night, June 8, the Brotherhood annual 

meeting will take place prior to the Brotherhood Shabbat 

service, during which the 2018 Brotherhood Man of the 

Year Award will be presented to this year’s recipient, Ron 

Sturman. (See related article.) Brotherhood is sponsoring 

the 6:30 pre-service oneg, during which (at 7:00 p.m.) 

Brotherhood members will break off into the Multi-

Purpose Room for a short meeting to approve last year’s 

minutes and vote on next year’s budget. Current Board 

members are mid-way through their two-year FY 2017-

2019 terms. 

 

Hope to see you at the Gala! 

Have a great Summer. 

John Jankowski 
Brotherhood President 

brotherhood@bethelhebrew.org 

Brotherhood News 

Public Policy Forum Panel 

Annual Interfaith Dinner with  

Fairlington United Methodist Church 
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The Caring Community Committee 
thanks Rabbi Brett Isserow for his  

devoted service to the Congregation, 
and wishes him a happy and fulfilling  

retirement. 

The Beth El Mishpocha Chavurah wish-
es to extend both a warm thank you for 
all you have done and hearty wishes for 
a successful retirement. We were lucky 
to have you as our spiritual advisor and 
our good friend for all these years, and 
know that the relationship will continue 

into the future . 

ה ר, ֶוֱהוֵׂי ָדן ֶאת ָכל ָהָאָדם ְלַכף זְכּות ֲעשֵׂ .ְלָך ַרב, ּוְקנֵׂה ְלָך ָחבֵׂ  
 

Provide for yourself a teacher, acquire for yourself a friend, and judge every person as meritorious. 

— Pirkei Avot 

 

To our teacher and our friend, thank you for your many years of leadership of the 
Jewish people. May this new chapter bear the abundant joy of new fruit. 

 

With love,  
David, Gal, Dahlia, and Judah Spinrad 

A small tribute from grade 2 to  
Rabbi Isserow, who has done so much 

to assist us on our Jewish Journey. 

Thank you, Rabbi Isserow. 
Best Wishes, 

Evy Englander 

We are grateful to our amazing Mussar 
Master Rabbi Isserow for leading us for 

nine years in study to improve our 
character and ethics. Not an easy job. 

Barry, Janet, Linda, Pamela, Shelli, and 
Jay 

Thank you, Rabbi Isserow, for your 
guidance, wit, and wisdom. Best wishes 
on your retirement. Enjoy every minute 
of your well-deserved rest and relaxa-

tion! 

Warm regards, 
Charlotte and Nina Strauss 

Best wishes, Rabbi Isserow. 
Millie Schreiber 
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BEHC 159th Annual Meeting  

Tuesday, June 19 

6:30 pm — Dinner, Dessert, and Coffee 

7:30 pm — Business Meeting 

Please join us at the 159th Annual Meeting! In addition to dinner and dessert, there will an opportunity for congregants 

to elect the new officers and Board of Directors. The Operating and Facilities Fund Budgets must also be passed by the 

congregation. There will be more information to follow! 

  ——  Agenda  ——   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nominated for a second term: Sara Dejong, Donna Sachs, Pamela Zitron 

Nominated for his first term after having concluded the second year of an unexpired term: Jesse Ellis  

Also nominated for their first term:  Joel Augen, Rae Ellen James, Naomi Mercer 

We thank the Nominating Committee: Clair Sassin (chair), David Weinraub, Todd Bolick, Dan Rothschild, Ayal  

Cohen, Michele Coon, Kaiya Levine, and Pat Collins. 

 

See you there! 

 Julienne 

• Call to Order 

• Opening Prayer 

• Approval of Minutes 

• Election of Officers and Board of Directors 

• President’s Report 

• Financial Reports 

• Approval of Operating & Facilities Fund 

Budgets 

• Mortgage Report 

• Endowment Fund Report 

• Education Director’s Report 

• Director of BEHC/JCCNV Preschool 

Report 

• Executive Director’s Report 

• Cantor’s Report 

• Rabbi’s Report 

• Questions, Answers, Comments 

• Closing Prayer 

• Adjournment 

Mother’s Day Brunch 

S 
PECIAL THANKS to Ron Sturman and his team for organizing this year’s Brotherhood’s annual Mother’s Day 

Brunch, which included delicious food prepared by Beth El member and professional chef, Matthew Warshaw. 

Beth El’s Rock Hard Bagels provided the musical entertainment: Thanks to band members Bob Holden, Paul 

Edelstein, Fred Reiner, Phil Saunders and David Weinraub. More than 100 people attended our tribute to moms eve-

rywhere. Appreciation is also extended to volunteers Ike Alberts, Ethan Brodie, Henry Brooks, Alexis Colton, Stu-

art Davis, Spruce Fraser, Rae Ellen James, Gordon Janis, Aurora Mercer, Roberto Mosse, Norm Starler (event 

manager), Howard Wahlberg and Michael Weinberg. Each lady who attended walked away with a smile on her face 

and a rose in her hand. 
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Inclusion News 

R 
ABBI ISSEROW, the Inclusion Committee thanks 

you for your steadfast commitment to making Beth 

El a welcoming community for all, regardless of 

abilities or disabilities. Your quiet leadership has helped us 

to expand the accessibility of Beth El’s services, activities, 

and programs, and to increase awareness about the im-

portance of embracing congregants with disabilities and 

the families who love them.  

Advancing accessibility and raising awareness about 

special needs and inclusive strategies are among the Inclu-

sion Committee’s main goals. Achieving real progress 

takes creativity, resourcefulness, and pragmatism. The fol-

lowing examples showcase a few of the ways Rabbi Is-

serow has helped us to do so.  

In 2016, when the Women of Reform Judaism asked 

how they might honor his 25 years of service to the rabbin-

ate, Rabbi Isserow made accessibility his priority. Specifi-

cally, the Rabbi asked for help defraying the cost of pur-

chasing and installing automatic door openers for Beth 

El’s main bathrooms. WRJ and other Beth El organizations 

were glad to provide support. In fact, the Rabbi’s request 

quickly led to the installation of automatic door openers on 

Beth El’s main bathroom doors and also on our main en-

trance doors, making it easier for all congregants to enter 

our building and access necessary facilities.  

In 2017, when the Inclusion Committee was struggling 

to find an inspiring speaker for a special Shabbat service 

during Jewish Disability Awareness and Inclusion Month, 

Rabbi Isserow came up with an ingenious idea. Instead of 

inviting an expert from a disability advocacy organization, 

the Rabbi suggested having congregants speak as experts 

from their personal experiences. This, he said, would help 

demonstrate that, in fact, disability and inclusion is about 

us. And that is what we did. Four congregants—one born 

with a permanent disability, one who had hip replacement 

surgery, one who uses a walker, and one who works as the 

Religious School’s Special Needs Coordinator—spoke 

about how disability has affected their participation at Beth 

El and what inclusion at Beth El means to them personally. 

The service provided a special opportunity for reflection, a 

time to think about what it really means to be an inclusive 

congregation. Several congregants said the service was one 

of the most memorable ones they had experienced. 

On a more personal note, I want to thank Rabbi  

Isserow for officiating at both of my daughters’ bat mitz-

vahs. While this may be a routine part of the job, my 

daughter Jenny’s bat mitzvah occurred right after Rabbi 

Isserow arrived at Beth El—and the bat mitzvah of a 14-

year-old with Down syndrome is never routine. Yet Rabbi 

Isserow made our whole family feel comfortable, confi-

dent, and proud.  

When we create an accessible community where all 

members can participate meaningfully, we make our com-

munity stronger. Thank you, Rabbi Isserow, for strength-

ening our congregation.  

 

Jeanne Holden 
Inclusion Committee Chair 

jeanneholden@yahoo.com 

 

RSY News 

T 
HE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL and Youth (RSY) 

Committee met on May 8. In addition to review-

ing the Religious School calendar for 2018-19, 

the Religious School Director, Barry Smith, provided 

an update on plans for the post-B’nei Mitzvah curricu-

lum. Next year, the 8th and 9th graders will divide their 

religious school time between service to the Beth El 

community (a “Mitzvah Corps”) and classroom content. 

In the service component, students can choose to be a 

“madrich” or “madricha” (teaching assistant) or to par-

ticipate in one of several service projects of use to the 

congregation. In the content portion of their time, stu-

dents in 8th grade will focus in the first semester on the 

expressions of Judaism in the arts and then, in the sec-

ond semester, on social justice and action in the U.S. 

Ninth graders will focus on intergenerational activities 

in the first semester and social justice and action in Isra-

el in the second semester. We will welcome Rabbi Jen-

nifer Weiner to coordinate the educational component of 

these curricula.  

The Religious School will also be lucky to have 

Rabbi Isserow teach special “Quest for Spirituality” 

classes during the year for parents and students on sev-

eral Wednesday evenings during the year.   

Although the Committee is very sorry to say farewell 

to Jolene Shif, our awesome Religious School adminis-

trator, we are also thrilled to welcome Patrice Gotsch 

as the new administrator and coordinator of the upper 

grade service projects. Many thanks, Jolene and Pa-

trice!!   

For more information on the RSY Committee and 

dates of upcoming meetings, please contact Debbie Katz 

at dvkatz@earthlink.net. 
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Annual Meeting of the 

Beth El Permanent Endowment Fund 
Sunday, June 10, 2018, 10 am to noon 

Seminar Room 

T 
HE TRUSTEES of Beth El’s Permanent Endowment Fund are happy to announce that in April we gave $50,000 

to Beth El. $30,000 of this is to be used for the reduction of the Temple’s mortgage and $20,000 to be used for 

capital projects. This is in keeping with the PEF’s agreement with Beth El to provide $30,000 a year for five 

years to service its mortgage. This is the second year of such payments. The additional $20,000 is also part of the agree-

ment with the Temple whereby funds will be provided to Beth El based on the value of the fund at year end. 

These contributions would not be possible without the generosity of the members of the PEF. We encourage you to 

become a member of the PEF so that we can continue our commitment to Beth El’s future. If you have any questions 

about membership, please contact one of the Trustees listed below. 

At the upcoming annual meeting of the Endowment Fund, to be held on June 10, the membership will vote on  

Jeremy Flachs as a new trustee and Dana Arnold for a second three-year term. The Trustees would like to thank Stu-

art Feldstein, who is stepping down as a PEF Trustee for his dedicated work on behalf of the Endowment Fund these 

past three years. 

Trustees: Evan Allen, Chair; Dana Arnold; Jeremy Flachs; Janet Garber; Ernie Levy 

Readers of Beth El 

T 
HIS HAS BEEN an exciting book year for our group, 

with a variety of fiction selections. Our final meeting 

of the year on June 4, 2018 will be a pizza and a Net-

flix film entitled One of Us. In the wake of trauma and abuse, 

three Hasidic Jews face ostracism, anxiety, and danger as 

they attempt to leave their ultra-Orthodox community. The 

theme of this 2017 highly acclaimed movie is similar to All 

Who Go Do Not Return by Shulem Deen, a book we read last 

year. We will be picking some books for summer reading and 

for next year at our June 4 meeting. If you have read some-

thing you think our group might be interested in, please feel 

free to share it with me! 

Lynne Orens 

Lorens750@aol.com  

Teen Trip to Israel - June 2018 

T 
HERE ARE five teens going on the trip to Israel this summer, and three parents are tagging along. June will be 

here before we know it! 

Thank you to the Beth El community for supporting the fundraising efforts along the way. The money raised 

helps make the trip affordable for more students. Our most recent fundraiser was made possible by Lynn Miller, who 

created a beautiful quilt entitled “Shine Forth”. We raised $700! The lucky winner was David Colton, who will send it 

to his sister in Germany. 

The end-of-year carwash will be Sunday, June 3 after religious school during the picnic. It will be a busy day! Do-

nations are greatly appreciated! (They will even NOT wash your car for donations as well.) 

Thank you again for building community. 

— Sally Schneider 
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Member News 
Mazel Tov to: 

Hannah Meisner, who is graduating from TC Williams 

HS. She will attend Rose-Hulman Institute of Technolo-

gy, majoring in electrical engineering and participating 

in Air Force ROTC. 

Zeke Paley Farkas, who will be heading to Bucknell to 

study engineering.  

Caroline Schneider, who is graduating from TC Wil-

liams HS, and will be attending the College of Charles-

ton, Charleston, SC. 

Justin and Jason La Kier, both of whom will attend Uni-

versity of Virginia in the fall. 

Condolences to: 

Wendy Delaya, on the death of beloved niece Renli 

Reynolds 

Janet Cady, on the death of beloved brother Gordon  

Cady 

Rory Colleen Lettvin, on the death of beloved sister  

Ellen Lettvin 

 

May the memory of the dear departed always be a 

blessing and inspiration to all who knew and loved 

them. 

May our synagogue community bring comfort to those 

who mourn them. 

May the families know of no more sorrow. 

Amen. 

Past President Tribute to  

Rabbi Isserow 

A 
 PRESIDENT’S TERM is filled with moments 

both quotidian and extraordinary, along with all 

sorts of interesting events along that spectrum. It’s 

not easy to pick one that illustrates Rabbi Isserow’s im-

print on our congregation. Two of the most significant to 

me are Rabbi Issserow’s presence when needed and his 

response and call to action on the largest international refu-

gee crisis since World War II. 

On presence — I can’t count the number of meetings 

Rabbi Isserow attended on days that were contractually 

his days off — and evenings, too, after already long days. 

It may be human nature to see leaders as one dimensional 

without personal and family obligations, yet those obliga-

tions exist and require a complicated balancing act. I sus-

pect that for Rabbi Isserow, the contractual off time in his 

contract was more aspirational than real.   

On moral leadership — what sticks in my mind is the 

sermon and call to action that Rabbi Isserow gave about 

the global refugee crisis a few High Holy Days back. The 

congregation responded with an enthusiastic “yes” and 

started down a new social action road. We heard directly 

from HIAS at a Shabbat service, joined the HIAS Wel-

come Campaign, and in March 2017, with Rabbi Is-

serow’s efforts and encouragement, as a congregation we 

took on helping a refugee Afghan family of six to settle in 

our community. As we live the ups and downs of integrat-

ing into a new country and culture with this family, we’re 

working toward expanding our refugee assistance. The im-

migrant story is our American story, and Rabbi Isserow 

has led us in writing a compelling chapter.  

 

— Linda Waller 

Capitol Pride Parade 
June 9, 2018 

O 
NCE again, BEHC is supporting the Religious 

Action Center’s (RAC) activities at the Capital 

Pride Parade. In fact, this year, our own Cantor 

Kaufman is on the RAC Organizing Committee, and will 

speak at the Jewish Community Celebration of Pride, Sat-

urday June 9th, starting at 3:30 pm at the RAC, 2027 Mas-

sachusetts Avenue NW, Washington, DC. Bring your 

friends and family to celebrate LGBTQ identities. 

Please join Beth El members for the Pride Parade on 

June 9, and register at www.rac.org/pride! 
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Spring Gala & Silent Auction 

June 16, 6:30 pm 
It’s almost here! The event of the year! The RSVPs have been processed, the deejay 

and caterer have been contracted, and the silent auction items have been obtained and 

are ready to go! 

Are you ready to celebrate with Rabbi Isserow as we honor him for his tenure at Beth 

El and the start of his retirement? 

We continue to receive inquiries from people: 

What does “elegant” mean? Cocktail attire, dressy business, Saturday night party, but 

make sure you’re comfortable for dancing! 

How does the silent auction work? There’s always some fine print, but it will be read-

ily available upon your arrival. Bid on restaurants, sporting events, wine, art… too many things to mention here! At 

the close of the auction, you check out with your check or your credit card. Shop! It all benefits Beth El! 

How about the food and beverage? This gala has something for almost anyone! Start the evening with delicious hors 

d’oeuvres as you schmooze with friends and tour the silent auction. Beef, fish, and vegan main courses will be served 

based on your selection when completing your RSVP card. But save room for dessert! 

See you on the 16th! 

Rhoda Goldman and Meryl Goldhammer 

Gala Co-Chairs 

Other Transition Dates to remember: 
 

Sunday, June 3: End of school year picnic honoring Rabbi Isserow. Everyone welcome. Please RSVP to: 

Transition2018@bethelhebrew.org by May 18. 

Friday, June 15: Soul Shabbat to honor Rabbi Isserow. Join the celebration starting at 6:30 with a special pre-oneg. 

And check out the Hold the Date on the back page!! 

Beth El Refugee 

Assistance Committee and Fund 

I 
N 2016, the Beth El Board of Directors unanimously passed a resolution supporting “The HIAS Welcome Cam-

paign and will seek to support it in its programming and where possible in sponsorship of a family or other formal 

support.” In March 2017, the congregation took on the support of a refugee family of six with the intention of as-

sisting additional refugee families as resources allow. 

Up until now, congregants who wished to make financial contributions did so through Beth El’s Social Action Fund 

(earmarked for refugee assistance). We now have a fund dedicated to refugee relief, established at the March 27 Board 

of Directors meeting. Contributions may now be made to Beth El’s Refugee Assistance Fund.  

The board also established a Refugee Assistance Committee, chaired by Linda Waller. Please contact Linda 

(ljwaller@cox.net or 703-913-9143) if you are interested in serving on the committee or would like more information.  
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~ June 2018 ~ Sivan/Tammuz 5778 ~ 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Torah Portions 

"I count myself most fortunate to be surrounded  

by good and decent people who truly want to  

make this a kehilla kedosha, a holy community,  

for whom Jewish values take on real meaning.  

One only has to walk into the building to get a  

sense of its warmth and depth." 

 

Rabbi Isserow, 2012 on the occasion of his 

12 year anniversary with Beth El 

1 National Doughnut Day/Heimlich Maneuver Day 
6-7:30p Confirmation Dinner 

6:30-7:30p Pre-Service Oneg Wine and  
   Cheese 

7:30p Erev Shabbat Service and  
   Presentation of Marc S. Ross Scholarship 

 

Candle lighting 8:11p 

2 National Gun Violence Awareness Day 
9-10a Torah Study 

10:30a Shabbat Morning Service and  
   Bat Mitzvah of Jessica Spindler 

11a-noon Tot Shabbat 

 

 

Havdalah 9:12p 

Beha’alotcha 

 
Numbers 8:1-12:15 

Zechariah 2:14-4:7 

3 National Rocky Road Day/Wonder Woman Day

  
10a- noon LAST DAY OF RELIGIOUS  
   SCHOOL 

10a-12p Mah Jongg 

12-2p END OF SCHOOL PICNIC/  
   FAREWELL TO RABBI ISSEROW 

12-3p Teen Trip to Israel Fundraiser Car  
   Wash 

1-4p Bridge 

6-10p Confirmation Ceremony and  
   Reception 
 

4 Hug Your Cat Day/National 

Cheese Day 
 

5 World Environment Day 
1:30-3:30p WRJ Mah Jongg 

7-9p EC Meeting 

6 National Yoyo Day 
10:30a-noonJCCNV 55+ Event:  
   Finding Maria 

6-7:30p WRJ Monthly Board Meeting 

7 National Chocolate Ice Cream Day 
6:30-7:30p Beth El House Meeting 

6:30-8:30p WRJ Mah Jongg 

7-11p Bridge 

8 World Oceans Day/Best Friends Day 
6:30-7:30p Pre-Service Oneg Wine and  
   Cheese 

7:30p Brotherhood Shabbat Service 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Candle lighting 8:15p 

9 National Strawberry Rhubarb Pie Day/Donald 

Duck Day 
9-10a Torah Study 

10:30a Shabbat Morning Service and  
   Bat Mitzvah of Emily Cramer 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Havdalah 9:16p 

Shelach 
 

Numbers 13:1-15:41 

Joshua 2:1-24 

10 Ball Point Pen Day/Iced Tea Day 
10a-noon Permanent Endowment Fund  
   Annual Meeting 

10a-12p Mah Jongg 

1-4p Bridge 

11 National Corn on the Cob 

Day/World Gin Day 
 

12 Red Rose Day/National Peanut Butter 

Cookie Day 
11a-noon WRJ Book Club 

1:30-3:30p WRJ Mah Jongg 
 

13 Sewing Machine Day/Brain Injury 

Awareness Day 
10:30a-noonJCCNV 55+ Event:  
   History of Ford’s Theater 
 

14 Flag Day/Bourbon Day 
6:30-8:30p WRJ Mah Jongg 

7-11p Bridge 

15 National Photography Day 
SPECIAL RABBI ISSEROW  
   RETIREMENT SHABBAT 

6:30-7:30p Pre-Service Oneg Wine and  
   Cheese 

7:30p Erev Shabbat Service 
 

Candle lighting 8:18p 

16 World Juggling Day 
9-10a Torah Study 

10:30a Shabbat Morning Service 

RABBI ISSEROW RETIREMENT GALA 
    AND SILENT AUCTION 

 

 
Havdalah 9:19p 

Korach 
 

Numbers 16:1-18:32 

1 Samuel 11:14-12:22 

17 Father's Day 
10a-noon Brotherhood Board Meeting 

18 International Sushi Day 

AND Go Fishing Day!! 
Coincidence?? 
12:45p Cantor’s Concert  
   at Temple Sinai 

19 International Day for the Elimination of 

Sexual Violence in Conflict 
1:30-3:30p WRJ Mah Jongg 

6:30-7:30p RSSC Beth El House 

7-10p Beth El Annual Meeting 
 

20 Ice Cream Soda Day/World Refugee Day 
10:30a-noonJCCNV 55+ Event:  
   Norman Lear 
 

21 Summer Solstice/International Yoga Day 
7a-11p Bridge 

6:30-8:30p WRJ Mah Jongg 

7:30-9p Interfaith Bible Study 
 

22 National Chocolate Éclair Day/Take Your Dog to 

Work Day 
6:30-7:30p Pre-Service Oneg Wine and  
   Cheese 

7:30p Erev Shabbat Service and  
   Presentation of Martin Mintz Award 
 
Candle lighting 8:20p 

23 National Pink Flamingo Day 
9-10a Torah Study 

10:30a Shabbat Morning Service 

11a-noon Tot Shabbat 
 
 
 
Havdalah 9:20p 

Chukat 
 

Numbers 19:1-22:1 

Judges 11:1-33 

24 Swim a Lap Day 
10a-noon Chapel in the Woods Workday 

10a-1p Carpenter’s Shelter Food Prep 

1-4p Bridge 

 

25 National Catfish Day/Global 

Beatles Day 
 

26 Forgiveness Day/Chocolate Pudding 

Day 
1:30-3:30p WRJ Mah Jongg 
 

27 Helen Keller Day/PTSD Awareness Day 
 

28 International Body Piercing Day 
6:30-8:30p WRJ Mah Jongg 

7-8:30p CCC Meeting 

7-11p Bridge 

29 International Mud Day 
5:30-6:30p Pre-Service Oneg Wine and  
   Cheese 

6:30p Erev Shabbat Service 

NOTE CHANGE TO SUMMER TIMES 

 

 

Candle lighting 8:21p 

30 National Meteor Watch Day 
9-10a Torah Study 

10:30a Shabbat Morning Service 
 

 

 

 

 

Havdalah 9:20p 

Balak 
 

Numbers 22:2-25:9 

Micah 5:6-6:8 
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C 
AROLINE SCHNEIDER, a senior at 

T.C. Williams High School, will be 

awarded the twenty-fourth annual 

Marc S. Ross Scholarship at Shabbat ser-

vices on June 1. The scholarship was estab-

lished to honor the memory of this Beth El 

past president. 

Caroline is an outstanding young woman 

who has demonstrated a unique ongoing 

commitment to Judaism and our Beth El 

community. She has been a student at Beth 

El starting with preschool and continuing 

through Confirmation. Her service to Beth 

El has been exemplary. She was a madricha, 

a religious school teacher and tutor, chanted 

Torah at the High Holidays, delivered ser-

mons, and participated in the family and High Holiday 

choir. Caroline also volunteered at Purim carnivals, Broth-

erhood events, and youth activities. She volunteered all 

over Beth El, and could be counted on to step in when 

Caroline Schneider Awarded Ross Scholarship 
needed. Caroline’s dedication to Jewish 

values extends into the community with her 

participation in the JCC Israel Fellowship 

and Kol Nova Youth Choir. Caroline was 

part of the Beth El outreach to the local 

mosque, and along with her mother has con-

tinued a friendship with some of the people 

she met.  

Caroline is an honor roll student at T.C. 

Williams High School. She was active in 

the theater department throughout high 

school. Caroline was part of the Superinten-

dent’s Student Leadership Committee and 

served as the secretary. She will attend The 

College of Charleston in the fall, and plans 

to major in French and minor in Jewish 

Studies.  

Caroline is an extraordinary young woman who is a 

credit to the temple, the community and her family. Mazel 

Tov to Caroline and her family!   

 

T 
HE MARTIN MINTZ Award selec-

tion committee is delighted to an-

nounce Linda Waller as the 2018 

recipient of this outstanding volunteer award. 

As many of you know, Martin Mintz was a 

past president of Beth El and gave his time 

and talents unselfishly to this congregation. 

This award recognizes Linda’s contribution 

to our synagogue and mirrors what Martin 

gave to Beth El — “effective, unselfish, hu-

manitarian, continuing, long-term outstand-

ing service to the congregation.” 

Linda’s contributions to Beth El since she 

joined in 1998 are many, and to list them all 

would likely exceed the word limit available 

for this article. However some of her more 

visible and key contributions began during her two terms 

as Beth El president, from 2011 – 2015. (Linda also served 

as Board Secretary and Executive Vice President in the 

years preceding her presidency.) For anyone that attends 

Friday night Shabbat services, you will be greeted by our 

resident bartender, Linda, who initiated these pre-oneg 

wine and cheese events during her first term and also re-

members if you like white or red and has a glass already 
poured.  

Linda has also been our lead contact with the Hebrew 

Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) and primary contact with 

our adopted Afghan family. Additionally, she works with 

2018 Martin Mintz Award Winner — Linda Waller 

several other Welcome Campaign congrega-

tions (Beth El is one!) to increase the en-

gagement of Jewish groups in support of 

refugees and immigrants. Related to this 

work, Linda is serving as chair of our newly 

formed Refugee and Immigrant Assistance 

Committee to broaden both the scope of 

activities and the opportunity for others to 

contribute.  

Some of Linda’s other notable contributions 

include serving as Beth El’s communica-

tions resource, frequent usher for Friday 

night services, long term member of the 

caring community, and she initiated ‘Table 

Talk’ where on two Fridays a month con-

gregants can meet at a table in the social 

hall during the oneg and talk about anything on their mind 

— from Beth El issues to political ones, to how their kids 

are doing — anything.  

And over the past month Linda has lent her gardening 

skills to the newly formed group working to improve (or 

create) a garden for the rabbi (situated along the side of the 

building that houses the entrance to the rabbi’s office). 

Currently, Linda serves on the Beth El House board and 
also volunteers with our annual book sale, Chapel in the 

Woods events, and more recently in the office.  

Please mark your calendar for June 22 and join the 

congregation in honoring Linda’s contributions. 
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B 
ROTHERHOOD’s annual Man of 

the Year award is in “recognition 

of one or more Beth El men who 

have worked the hardest and contributed 

the most to Brotherhood and/or Beth El 

throughout the previous year.” The 2018 

award will be presented to this year’s re-

cipient, Ron Sturman, at the Brotherhood 

Shabbat Service on Friday evening, June 8. 

Ron and Gerrie Sturman have been 

members of Beth El since 2010 at which 

time they immediately became active in 

the congregation, participating in Beth El’s 

Leadership Development Program. Soon 

afterwards, Ron “joined Brotherhood to 

expand his friendships at Beth El and to 

participate in programs that provide a sense of 

‘brotherhood’ among its members.” By 2015, Ron had 

stepped up to become Brotherhood’s Vice President in 

charge of, among other things, its Program & Entertain-

ment Committee. The job proved perfect for Ron whose 

mass communications background includes a Master’s 

degree in broadcasting; planning positions at Boston’s 

ABC affiliate WCVB-TV; work in Norfolk’s public 

broadcasting stations; and positions at the Washington 

Times, including Assistant Manager for their Newspa-

per in Education Program. He left the Times in 2009 

and is now retired. 

As Brotherhood V.P. for Programs, Ron has initiated 

numerous well-received programs including the ever-

popular free bagels and coffee public policy forums. 

During this past year alone, Ron has taken the lead in 

Brotherhood Man of the Year 
conceptualizing, finding speakers for, im-

plementing and promoting most of Broth-

erhood’s program events. He helped ar-

ranged the September talk by Harold 

Mintz: The Kindness of Strangers (in coop-

eration with WRJ and the Lifelong Learn-

ing Committee); the October Brotherhood 

Social in the Sukkah gathering; the January 

Beth El-wide Chili Tailgate Party; the 

timely and relevant April public policy fo-

rum on Gerrymandering and the Politics of 

Redistricting and the May panel on Ameri-

ca’s Response to Charlottesville; as well as 

Brotherhood’s annual Mother’s Day 

brunch. Notably, Ron breathed new life 

into the home-and-away Interfaith Dinner 

with Fairlington United Methodist Church, for which 

two years ago he engaged Sister Maureen Fieldler, 

founder of public radio’s religious news magazine pro-

gram lnterfaith Voice, as the guest speaker (“The Im-

portance of Interfaith Dialogue”) and this past February 

recruited Gerald Serrota, Executive Director of the In-

terfaith Conference of Metropolitan Washington, as 

keynote speaker (“How Does the Interfaith Community 

Address Our Country in a Time of National Stress?”). 

When asked, Ron responded “They take an enor-

mous amount of time and effort, but it’s kind of a labor 

of love for me. I wanted to do that kind of program even 

before I connected with Brotherhood. Brotherhood gave 

it a home and I ran with it.” It’s fair to say none of us 

knew just how fast Ron could run! 

Celebration of Bernstein’s 100
th 

 

J 
OIN CANTOR KAUFMAN as he collaborates with Cantors Laura Croen and  

Rebecca Robbins at Temple Sinai in Washington, DC for an afternoon concert  

program featuring the beautiful and eclectic music of Leonard Bernstein. The program 

begins at 12:45 on Monday, June 18th. 

Tickets are $3, and guests are invited to bring a bag lunch with them. The concert  

location is Temple Sinai, 3100 Military Road NW, Washington, DC 20015. 

Reservations can be made by contacting Ron Merrill at 301-365-0894,or  

mimerill@msn.com. 

Cantor Kaufman is very excited to join in song with wonderful colleagues within our 

DC and Northern Virginia Jewish community and hopes that members of our Beth El Com-

munity will be able to join as well. It is sure to be a concert not to be missed. 
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A Tribute to My Rabbi 

 

Rabbi Isserow helping break ground Judy Jankowski, Rabbi Isserow, and  

John Jankowski enjoying convivial conversation 

I 
T SEEMS JUST LIKE yesterday that Rabbi Brett 

Isserow was welcomed into Beth El as our Senior 

Rabbi. I feel fortunate that my volunteerism in Beth El 

governance and Temple activities overlapped (almost pre-

cisely) with the arrival of Brett and the beginning of his 

many years of leadership of our Congregation. I have fond 

(and numerous) memories of these times. 

I was rather new to the Beth El Board (only two years 

in) when Brett was voted our Senior Rabbi. Beyond his 

spiritual/pastoral strengths, I quickly found him to be a 

thoughtful individual with “real life experiences” that 

helped foster forward-thinking ideas in the secular matters 

before the Congregation. But he also truly respected the 

divide between matters of the clergy and matters of the 

Board. What this meant was that a new Beth El President 

could go to him as a sounding board for advice and reflec-

tive feedback on issues of policy and direction for Congre-

gation without the concern that the Rabbi would force his 

views from his “bully pulpit” (so to speak). I recall many 

Board meetings that lasted three hours or more into the 

evening discussing the weighty matters of the day. Brett 

was always there to lend his support and views, but not his 

dictums. After every Board meeting, a few of us would 

“religiously” retire to the Rabbi’s chambers for a glass or 

two of his excellent wine, light conversation, and decom-

pression discussions on what might next be needed to ad-

vance the interests of Beth El. Thank you, Jinny, for al-

lowing me those hours of Brett’s time that more rightfully 

should have been available to you. 

While I was the Beth El President (2005-2009), we 

undertook and completed our “Building Wisdom” renova-

tion that resulted, among other things, in the wonderful 

Hayman Foyer (with its magnificent Star overhead) and 

the Arnold Fink Learning Center, which continue to be 

enjoyed by all. Brett provided his thoughts, insights and 

guidance on what was needed for the physical structure of 

Beth El to serve as a Beit Tefilah, a house of prayer; Beit 
Knesset, house of assembly; and Beit Midrash, house of 

learning. (Heck, when the construction stalled, Brett even 

took up a shovel to help dig the foundation for our future 

home.) It was also during this time that Brett proposed the 

idea of partnering with the JCCNV to establish and devel-

op what eventually became our tremendously successful 

preschool, from which so many of our current Religious 

School students have graduated, and through which de-

pendable fiscal growth has been obtained. 

I regret that the small landscape of text granted me here 

cannot do justice to my memories of those times. As many 

know, Brett is an excellent teacher. I personally have en-

joyed and benefitted from his knowledge of history and 

Judaism. He was our ever-present guide and reference 

source when Judy and I joined him in one of his first Beth 

El trips to Israel and Petra. How wonderful to have a schol-

ar in our midst.  

Brett is also a dear friend. Jinny, Judy, Brett and I 

have spent many (but not near enough) meals together en-

joying each other’s company and conversation. Perhaps 

retirement will allow for a few more such meals and a bit 

more often.  

Congratulations, Brett, on your retirement. Thank-you 

for years of counsel and friendship. 

 

— John Jankowski 

Rabbi Isserow and Beth El travelers at Petra 
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Wednesday, June 6 

10:30 am-12:30 pm  

Presented by Peter Szabo, author 

 

Peter Szabo was a young man navi-

gating career and relationship uncertain-

ties, but a grudging afternoon visit in 

New York City with his grandmother 

opens windows to an untold family past 

and begins a profound friendship with the 

extraordinary woman who will change his 

life.  

Szabo will read from Finding Maria, 

a memoir that tells the story of his rela-

tionship with his grandmother in the 

1990s, her early life in Hungary before 

and during the Holocaust, and her escape 

from Hungary to the United States. Find-

ing Maria tells a story of love and discov-

ery, of tragedy and growth. According to 

The Jerusalem Post’s Aaron Leibel, 

“Szabo discovers much about his relatives 

and their lives in this beautiful book — 

and, even better, so do his readers…This 

well-written memoir provides a glimpse 

of a Jewish family’s life during and after 

World War II in Budapest and later as 

Americans. It is insightful in all its set-

tings.”   

All Beth El/JCCNV events are $5 for all 

participants unless noted otherwise. Coffee, 

tea, and dessert will be provided. 

To RSVP or get more information for all 

Beth El/JCCNV events, please contact 

Shelly.Rosenstein@jccnv.org, 

703-537-3062. 

Beth El/JCCNV Events 

Wednesday, June 13 

10:30 am–noon 

Presented by Diane T. Putney, retired 

Department of Defense historian 

 

The night John Wilkes Booth shot 

Abraham Lincoln, distraught, outraged 

citizens wanted to torch Ford’s Theatre, 

the site of the assassination. The federal 

government protected the structure, but 

later destroyed the “theater” part of it. 

The Army Surgeon General moved his 

remarkable museum and library into the 

renovated building making it an intellec-

tual hub of the city. Death struck again in 

1893 when the interior building col-

lapsed, killing 20 clerks at the site, lead-

ing to calls to raze the cursed edifice. In 

the 1920s, when Lt. Col. U.S. Grant III 

advocated restoring the building to its 

Civil War appearance, members of Con-

gress refused to fund a “monument to a 

murderer!” Diane will present a fascinat-

ing, illustrated story of Ford’s Theater 

after the assassination and explain the 

clashing ideas surrounding decisions to 

reconstruct the theater in the 1960s. 

Ford’s Theatre: 

The Newly Discovered History of 

America’s Most Famous Playhouse  

Finding Maria 

A Book and Author Talk  

with Peter Szabo  

Wednesday, June 20 

10:30 am–12:15 pm 

Documentary | 2016 | 90 minutes 

 

Join us for this very interesting film 

about TV producer and writer Norman 

Lear. With unprecedented access to Lear, 

his work, and his massive personal ar-

chives, Norman Lear: Just Another Ver-

sion of You combines stories from his 

turbulent childhood and early career with 

his groundbreaking success — including 

All in the Family, The Jeffersons, Good 

Times, Maude — and his social activism. 

The documentary also features colorful 

stories from Lear’s family, friends, and 

collaborators, including John Amos, 

George Clooney, Alan Horn, Bill Moyers, 

Rob Reiner, Phil Rosenthal, and Russell 

Simmons, as well as moments with Mel 

Brooks, Carl Reiner, Jon Stewart, Amy 

Poehler, and Lena Dunham. 

Film – Norman Lear: 

Just Another Version of You 

 

I 
T IS JUNE and almost time for summer break, so 

here is your reminder that hunger never goes on va-

cation. Our food collection for ALIVE! continues 

throughout the summer months. Please remember to stop 

by the bin outside the kitchen with some high-protein, 

easy-to-prepare food items or juice and milk boxes for 

children who may be responsible for feeding themselves 

while not at school. The hungry of Alexandria thank you. 

Thank you so much for your continued support of 

ALIVE!’s food programs. 

 

For more information about ALIVE! and these activities, 

contact Deborah Schaffer at schaffer4@gmail.com, or 

go to alive-inc.org. 

WRJ Social Action 
Heads up!!!   School Supply Drive! 

F 
OR MANY years, Beth El WRJ has supported 

the Alexandria Domestic Violence Program 

(ADVP) with gift cards and toys at Christmas 

time for their current and former program participants. 

This year, we are going to work with ADVP on a dif-

ferent project — school supplies for the children. 

Check out next month’s bulletin for detailed school 

supply needs and collection dates. 

Thank you! 

Janet Garber 

garberj123@gmail.com 

703-256-7988   
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The Congregation Gratefully Acknowledges the Following Donations 

Thank you for your generous donations. No donation is too small. All 

donations are acknowledged in The Bulletin two months following 

their receipt. Acknowledgements are mailed with a minimum of $18 

per person per acknowledgment.  

ARNOLD G. FINK LEARNING CENTER & LIBRARY FUND 
Donor In Memory of 
Paula & Bill Whitacre ................................................................................. Art Gershman 
Amy & Mark Juhas .............................................................................. Emanuel Feldman 

BETH EL GENERAL FUND 
Donor In Appreciation of 
Janet Hlatky ................................................................................................ Kaiya Levine 
Donor  In Memory of 
Carol & Stan Citron .................................................................................. Toby Kleinman 
William Kramer ........................................................................................... Irving Kramer 
Martin Weiner ............................................................................................ Minnie Leviten 
Sheldon Ezring .............................................................................................. Irene Ezring 
Donor  
Susan Bridges Tropeano   

BETH EL MORTGAGE FUND 
Donor In Memory of 
Barbara Rosenfeld ................................................................................. Bessie Bromson 

FAKOURY MUSIC FUND 
Donor In Appreciation of 
Judy & Marc Herbert .............................................................................. Cantor Kaufman 
Michael & Shoshanna Tanner ............................. Cantor Kaufman’s help and guidance 
 with Samara’s Bat Mitzvah 
Donor In Memory of 
Peter J. & Patricia L. Kuch .....................................................................Richard Fakoury 

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL FUND 
Donor In Memory of 
Marjorie & Eric Levin ................................................................... Gladys & Frank Ruben 
Lotte Goldman...................................................................................... George Wohl and 
 Lilli & Siegfried Goldman 

JACK KLEIN MEMORIAL GENEALOGY LIBRARY 
Donor In Memory of 
Sheila Wexler ........................................................................................... Isadore Wexler 

LANDO FUND 
Donor In Memory of 
Julie Lando & Dr. and Mrs. Howard Lando ............................................ Marjorie Naidorf 
 and Jason Levine 

PRAYER BOOK FUND 
Donor In Memory of 
Gilbert Martinez ............................................................................................... Ana Lopez 
Dorothy Saks ................................................................................ Florence Aliber Lipsky 
Illa Brown ................................................................................................. Ben Muchkatel 
Susan, Roland & Hannah Meisner ........................................................ Edna Schechter 

RABBI’S GOOD DEED FUND 
Donor In Appreciation of 
Michael & Shoshanna Tanner ........................................ Rabbi Isserow’s guidance with 
 ...................................................................................................... Samara’s Bat Mitzvah 
Peter & Lynne Orens .................................................. Rabbi Isserow & Jeanette Astrow 
Donor In Memory of 
Peter & Lynne Orens  ................................................................................. Michael Lupu 
Ronald & Sybil Levin ...............................................................Steven Levin, Jean Levin, 
 and Mary Jacobson 
Stacy & Mark Weiner  ...................................................................... Charlotte Goldsmith 
Illa Brown ................................................................................................. Sarah Pinhesik 
Sheila R. Fieldman ................................................................................. Goldie Fieldman 
Judy Stark  ....................................................................................................... Carl Stark 
Erika Danty ................................................................................................ Karolina Block 

SHAPIRO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Donor In Memory of 
Alice Lowenthal ................................................................................... William Lowenthal 

MARC S. ROSS SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Donor In Appreciation of 
Kimberly & Matthew Warschaw ......................................................... Marissa Smolinksy 
Donor In Memory of 
Shelli Ross ...................................................................................................... Heni Nuno  

PLAYGROUND  FUND 
Donor 
Alexander Corbett Weinstein 
Jill Mendelson 
Donor In Honor of 
David & Barbara Ross ..................................................................... Jonah Jay Bergman 
Temple Rodef Shalom .............................................................................. Rabbi Isserow 
Donor In Memory of 
Erin & Mikhael Lal ....................................................................................... Ehud Cooper  
   Marc Herbert  
   Haskell Garon 
   Stephen Lawrence  
   Jessica Tytel 
   Enid & Roy Herbert  
   Hindy Giron  
   Aaron Woo  
   Leslee & Ken Leichman 
   Lenore & Philip Garon  
   Ilana & Tim Garon 
   Jonathan Garon 
   Lee Kaplan 
   Jackie Martin 
   Missy & Brian Hyatt 
   Eliana Meirowitz Nelson 
   Washington-Baltimore News Guild 
   Iris Kelmenson 
   Sarita Keyser 
   Renee & Mike Bernstein 
   Lynda & Arthur Goldman 
Linda Simensky....................................................................................... Anita Simensky 

PERMANENT ENDOWMENT FUND 
Donor 
Rae Ellen James 
Donor In Honor of 
Bonnie & Sam Nickol ....................................................................... Brotherhood & WRJ 
Ryden Family  ................................................................. Rabbi David Spinrad officiating 
 at Carl’s Bar Mitvah 
Enid & Jerry Liess ............................................................................... Melvin Rosenblatt 
Donor In Memory of 
Linda Simensky....................................................................................... Anita Simensky 
Kris Keydel ......................................................................... Hans, Doris & Robert Keydel 
Mitch & Anne Eisman ................................................................. Lynne & Stuart Eisman 
Barbara Mintz ...................................................................................... Norman E. Levine 
Kathie Levitz  ............................................................................................. Laurel Torgoff 
Susan Rabin ......................................................................................... Harry Dangel, Jr. 
Brian & Lynn Rothstein .........................................................................Murray Weinberg 
Eva Liebross ........................................................................................... Walter Liebross 
Myrna & Paul Beck .................................................................................... Morris Kosow 
Kenneth Berger ........................................................................................... Phillip Berger 
Barbara Mintz ..........................................................................................Marjorie Naidorf 
   Myra Roney 
   Marta Norris 
   Robert Thompson 
   Claire Fleisch 
   Enid & Jerry Liess 
   Joanne F. Rhodes  
   Bill Aylor  
   Larry & Patty Pressman  
   Glen Buco 
   Nancy McFadden & John Richards 
   Pam Russell & Sarah Slichter 
   Jean & Max Smith 
   Susan Akroyd  
   Kathleen Kelly 
   Denise & Bruce Shauer 
Barbara Rosenfeld  ........................................................................... Stephen Rosenfeld  
Jill Mendelson  .................................................................................. Norman Mendelson 
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There is still time to help Beth El House through our Barnes & Noble Fundraiser!! If you missed the in-store purchase 

day on June 3, you can still join us ON-LINE at www.barnesandnoble.com through June 7. Just be sure to include the 

Bookfair ID CODE 12335410 at checkout. All membership discounts or coupons will be accepted, and Beth El House 

will be credited with your purchase. Books make wonderful gifts for Father’s Day, graduations, birthdays and summer 

reading! Please help support Beth El House and enjoy giving the gift of books! TELL YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY 

across the country, as well as locally, about this fundraiser. Just pass the ID Code 12335410 and dates! We appreciate 

your support of this important community endeavor! 

New Executive Board — Our new Executive Board was recently elected for a two year term. President: Jill Mendel-

son; Vice President: Dennis Chamot; Secretary: Merlys Goldin; Treasurer: Kelli Pacilio. We look forward to continu-

ing to support and improve the lives of homeless families. 

And, as always, we thank all of our supporters for making a difference in the lives of others! We look forward to your 

continued commitment. 

For additional information or to learn how you can become involved in BEH, please contact Jill Mendelson  

703-402-3007 or jcmendelson50@gmail.com, or our website at www.bethelhouseva.org. 

Caring Community Committee 

A 
LTHOUGH MOST organizations and activities within Beth El pause or slow their activities during the summer, 

the Caring Community Committee is on call year round. Its members respond to the kinds of occasions that 

know no season, and have helpful information and more to provide. 

When a new baby is born or joins a household, the CCC is there to welcome the child with a gift basket. When a 

member is hospitalized and then returns home unable to resume regular activities, meals are offered and if desired, are 

prepared and delivered for one or a few days. When a member is unable to drive and wishes to attend services or a pro-

gram at Beth El, a ride can often be provided. When there is a death in the immediate family of a member and the funer-

al is at Beth El, CCC members are there to guide visitors, and after the funeral to help with set up and serving of a recep-

tion and/or shiva. 

For all of these activities and numerous others, help is just a phone call away. It is a big part of our outreach to the 

congregation — members helping members. 

If you are in need, or if you would like to be added to the on-call list of members willing to provide any of the above 

services on an occasional basis, please contact CCC Chair Ruth Perlstein at 703-978-9341 or rperl8607@gmail.com. 

Culture Club: Cezanne Portraits Exhibit 

P 
LAN TO JOIN us on June 22 at 10:30 am at the National Gallery of Art, West Building, to view this special 

Cezanne exhibit. This is the first exhibit of Cezanne’s work focusing exclusively on his portraiture. Curated from 

private collections around the world, there are about 60 paintings spanning the artist’s career. Sure to be a treat! 

We’ll meet in the central area near the fountains and finish with lunch either at the cafeteria or walk over to the cafe 

in the Sculpture Garden. Admission to the museum is free; lunch is pay-as-you-go. As always, Culture Club activities 

are open to all adult Beth El members and their guests. Just let me know if we should expect you. stafm@aol.com 

— Meryl Goldhammer 
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Our Rabbi, our 
Teacher 

I met Rabbi Isserow 11 years ago, almost to the day. I had been provision-

ally hired by the JCC to be the site director of the new JCCNV-Beth El 

ECLC but nothing was complete until the Beth El side of the partnership 

had signed off on me. Our meeting was not very long and I remember my 

nervousness fading away, and our conversation being very comfortable. 

And, so began a wonderful friendship for me and for the ECLC. 

In the past 11 years, Rabbi Isserow’s support has been unwavering. His 

kindness and wisdom come through in any interaction with the ECLC. The 

kids love to see him in our hallways, in the Sanctuary or in the front office.   

Classes have even occasionally invaded his space unannounced and he has 

always been welcoming, inviting them in with a big smile. Our families 

look forward to his telling of the Purim story each year: playing all the 

parts himself… keeping the voices straight by the matching hats. Rabbi has 

lent his time, over the years, to our Shabbat gathering on Fridays, to our 

family education programs, and to some of our parents workshops. No 

matter how busy he is, he never fails to make time for us. 

We have benefited from his vision for so many years and he will always 

remain in our hearts as we move forward. 

Todah Raba, Rabbi Isserow! Thank you for being such an important part 

of our first decade! 

With much gratitude and lots of love from the ECLC staff, kids,  

and families! 

— Dina Backer 

With love and thanks 
from 

the ECLC! 
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Full Circle in the Chapel in the Woods 

I 
T WAS SERENDIPITY. Last fall, the Care of Trees of 

Alexandria, a tree service, generously donated wood 

chips to line the paths in the Chapel in the Woods. The 

driver who was charged with delivering them thought this 

was such a good idea that he dumped and dumped and 

dumped until the pile of chips stood 4-feet high and half 

the length of the playground. Finally, someone noticed and 

called the arborist to thank him and asked him to curtail 

further deliveries.  

With an ample supply of chips, workmen began lining 

the paths in our forest. When all were done, they hadn’t 

made a dent in the pile. Down the hill they went to the deer 

run. This north-south path was cut by the herd of deer that 

lives in the wetland and travels from one property to the 

other as they forage for food in the valley. Now the deer 

run is also lined with wood chips, keeping down the weeds 

and making it easier for humans to navigate. As a result, 

for the first time, congregants can safely enjoy a full circuit 

of the synagogue’s 2-acre acidic oak-hickory forest; down 

one side and up the other.  

Children should be accompanied by adults, as there is a 

little poison ivy and greenbrier, a thorny Virginia native 

species, beside the path in the wetland. But there are also 

lots of birds and other wildlife, so come take a look. Wear 

closed-toe shoes and socks. 

The remaining chips will be spread throughout the 

woods to keep down the invasive species and other weeds 

throughout the summer, once Invasive Plant Control, Inc. 

completes its work of spraying the invasives.  

Other new additions to the Chapel in the Woods in-

clude two 8-foot white oak, Quercus alba; two Rhododen-
dron maximus, and a redbud, Cercis Canadensis. The oaks 

and one Rhododendron were planted to honor Gilah Gold-

smith for her service and scholarship in leading and teach-

ing Beth El’s Torah discussion group. They were pur-

chased by members of the discussion group who dedicated 

them on May 12 during a brief ceremony in the Chapel in 

the Woods. Henry Brooks donated and planted the redbud 

in honor of his wife, Carolyn. The second Rhododendron 

was planted in the name of board member  

Linda Waller, who sponsored it. 

Please plan to attend summer workdays to continue 

improving the forest. They will be held from 10 to noon on 

Sundays, June 24, July 8 and Aug. 5. Please bring trowels 

and work gloves, if you have them. Other equipment will 

be provided. For more information, contact Nancy and 

Stuart Davis, 703-671-5906. 
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HOLD THE DATE TO GET TO KNOW 
RABBI SPINRAD 

Soul Shabbats, Fridays, July 13 and 20, 
and August 24 at 6:30 pm 

(note summer service time) 

 

Tot Shabbat, Saturday, July 20 at 11 am 
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