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June 2017 

Brotherhood Annual 
End of Religious 

School Picnic 
Brotherhood’s annual end-of-religious-school 
cook-out and picnic will take place on Sunday, 
June 4, the last day of religious school classes. 
Free hotdogs, hamburgers, sides, and sodas are 
available for all who simply show up at noon or 
thereabouts. Let’s kick off the summer with this 
annual Beth El community gathering! 

Annual 
BEHC 

Membership 
Meeting 

June 20 
6 pm 

More information on  
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Rabbi’s Remarks 

Beth El Bulletin 

A S I WRITE this I am still 
somewhat exhausted from my 
recent trip to Israel. Although 

we returned three days ago and I 
should more or less be over the jet lag, 
it and the layers of long days and an 

overload of adrenalin have taken their toll. However, it 
was an experience that I wouldn’t for a moment hesitate 
to do again at the soonest opportunity. 

In a way, every trip is a new experience. Not only do 
we try to include new places, but in between visits the 
landscape continually changes. Israel is 
in the midst of a building frenzy and 
even the areas that I once knew well 
have changed dramatically. In addition, 
archaeological research continues 
apace and more and more sites are be-
ing made accessible to tour groups and 
visitors. So for even seasoned veterans 
of many trips, there is always some-
thing new and fresh to see, explore, and 
experience. 

So what were the highlights of this 
trip? This is the second official inter-
faith trip that I have helped organize. 
The first was with Historic Christ 
Church in Old Town. This one was 
primarily with Westminster Presbyteri-
an, although we had folks from Mary-
land and from other parts of the coun-
try who were associated with Westminster in some way. 
The group, consisting in total of 41 people, is the first 
and major highlight. Not only did people get on with 
each other, but they made a concerted effort to reach out 
to one another so that no one felt excluded or marginal-
ized in any way, despite it being a very diverse assem-
blage of Protestants and Catholics and Reform and Con-
servative Jews and a bunch of in-betweeners.  

Over the years I have learned that not all fellow trav-
elers share my enthusiasm for archaeology and so we 
were careful to select a few outstanding places to visit. 
Caesarea on the coast just south of Haifa, Capernaum in 
the Galilee, Masada near the Dead Sea, the Southern Ex-
cavations in the Old City, and the City of David are just 
some of sites we visited. It is almost magical to see the 
discoveries that adorn the pages of journals like Biblical 
Archaeological Review first-hand and physically walk 
through time as layer upon layer of history is revealed. 
Having a knowledgeable guide who knows precisely how 
much to share is also an advantage and a joy! 

As far as first-time places are concerned, I had not 

visited the Rabin Center in Tel Aviv. This museum com-
bines the biography of Yitzhak Rabin with the history of 
the modern state of Israel and weaves the two together. 
For those who know the story of Rabin’s transition from 
warrior to peacemaker and understand the devastating 
results of his assassination, the museum is an over-
whelming experience. Added to that, we finished our tour 
immediately before the siren sounded at 11 am on Yom 
Hazikaron, Memorial Day in Israel, and were standing on 
an outside balcony when everything came to a halt, in-
cluding cars on the highway. Folks pulled up on the side 

of the road and stood next to their cars 
in silence for the duration of the siren. 
It was an eerie, but emotionally 
wrenching moment, which, when 
compounded with having just experi-
enced the Rabin Center, was heart-
breaking. 
    Israel can be that kind of an emo-
tional seesaw. In one day we visited a 
hand-in-hand school that is attended 
by Israeli and Arab kids. Classes are 
co-taught by Hebrew-speaking and 
Arabic-speaking teachers and the kids 
have the opportunity to go all the way 
from kindergarten through to high 
school together. We then went to 
Efrat, a West Bank city of approxi-
mately 16,000 people, and spoke with 
the mayor, Oded Revivi. From there 

we traveled to Bethlehem and after visiting the Church of 
the Nativity, met a Palestinian, Rami Nazzal, who is a 
reporter for the New York Times amongst other papers 
and who spoke with us about the “situation” from a Pal-
estinian point of view. Although he was pretty even-
handed (and I have heard many that aren’t!), it was still 
an eye-opening experience for those who have had lim-
ited exposure to the conflict. 

Jason and I are planning our next family trip to Israel 
for June/July 2018 and invite all of you who have wanted 
to visit Israel to join us. I can promise you that it will be 
an exciting, interesting, and fulfilling experience that will 
touch you on the deepest of levels. More details will fol-
low soon as we settle on the dates and work out a final (if 
there is such a thing?) itinerary. 

If you have any questions or suggestions please con-
tact Jason or me and we will do our best to provide suit-
able answers. 
 
L’shalom,  
Brett 

Shabbat shalom from the Rabbi’s group 
whilst visiting the Sea of Galilee 
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W OW! What a school year it’s been.   
And yes, I know I always say this at the end 
of each school year, but once again, this year 

ends extraordinarily well.  
Every year, as the school year comes to a close in 

June, we are provided with numerous opportunities to 
look back, reflect, celebrate, and, in the case of our 
graduating seniors, say goodbye… for now. 

I like to say that one of the many signs of a good 
Jewish education is that our kids come to school with 
smiles on their faces, and they leave with smiles on their 
faces. If you are not a religious school parent yourself, I 
invite you to come to religious school one day and see 
the smiles everywhere. 

Education runs deeper than just smiling, of course. 
Our kids are developing a strong Jewish identity that 
will guide them the rest of their lives.  

I’m always so proud of how much we are able to 
accomplish when we work together — especially when 
it comes to Shabbat services. WRJ and Brotherhood 
Shabbat, as well as the Mintz Award, the Ross Scholar-
ship, and Confirmation Shabbat, are highlights of our 
year. Of course our Soul Shabbat program is one that 
speaks to my heart and I’m delighted to have the ability 
to bring different musical experiences to our prayer 

community.  
Perhaps one of the parts of our  

liturgical year that fill me with the 
most pride is our bar and bat mitzvah 
kids. Our Beth El students prepare 
exceptionally hard for their services, 
and in an incredibly high quality  
fashion deliver words of Torah and chant for us in a 
way that would make any cantor proud.  

This year I am uniquely proud that we will be having 
an adult bar and bat mitzvah on June 10. The class con-
sists of Ike Alberts, Michelle Coon, Janet (Platt) 
Hlatky, and Donna Sachs. All of these adults have 
worked very hard in developing their Hebrew skills, 
studying their Torah portions, and learning how to lead 
a Shabbat service. Along with so many others, they 
stand as role models for us all, reminding us that Jewish 
education does not end at the age of 13.  

I invite you to come to the special service. Bring a 
guest, bring your friends, bring your children. Let us 
remember to invite others in to our community, to see 
the wonderful work that — together — we do here. 
There’s so much to be proud about at Beth El. 
 
— Cantor Kaufman 

Summer Friday Services Begin June 23 

S UMMER SERVICES times will begin Friday night, June 23, 2017. Pre-service wine and cheese oneg will be 
from 5:30-6:30 and services will begin at 6:30.  

High Holiday 
Choir Alert 

Everyone is welcome to participate in the 
High Holiday choir. Rehearsals start on 

Aug. 1, and the complete rehearsal 
schedule will be printed in the July  

Bulletin.  

Please let Sally in the office know if you are interested 
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President’s Point of View 

I T’S HARD to believe that my two-
year term as your president is al-
most up. It’s been quite a ride! In 

the last two years, we have instituted 
the new Free-Will Dues Program, be-

gun renovations of the sanctuary and social hall, and 
renegotiated contracts with senior staff. While budget-
ing has been a bit of a roller-coaster ride, we end this 
fiscal year in a strong financial position, able to pay our 
mortgage, hire new staff, and plan for the future. 

Now, having reached the end of this term, it’s appro-
priate to thank all of you who trusted me and educated 
me over the past two years. In particular, thank you to 
Rabbi Isserow for making me feel like a real partner, 
and for teaching me to count to ten and consider 
WWBD. I also want to call out the outgoing Executive 
Committee and Board, especially those members retir-
ing from service: Matt Mutterperl, Lami Jeffrey-
Coker, Norm Starler, Art Gershman, and Dan Roth-
schild. Running a synagogue is rewarding, but takes a 
lot of hard work. The energy of this Board has been out-
standing, and I thank you all for your wise counsel. 

I am very honored to be nominated for a second 
term, and look forward to guiding our synagogue 

through uncertainty. Things are changing, there is no 
doubt about that, but I am filled with optimism about the 
future. Beginning in July, we will have a new Executive 
Director, Adam Wallach. We will also begin saying 
goodbye to Rabbi Isserow who is likely looking for-
ward to that wonderful state called “retirement” in July 
2018. Plans for his successor (he could never be re-
placed ) are underway. The Beth El Board confirmed a 
Pulpit Committee chaired by Susan Paley and Dean 
Pinkert, with members Maryn Simon, Dan Roth-
schild, Jeanette Astrow, Myrna Beck, Hillary How-
ard, and Jake Gallun. The committee will begin meet-
ing shortly to develop plans to solicit congregational 
input in the rabbi search. Meanwhile, you can reach out 
to any of the Pulpit Committee members, to me, or send 
an email to Bethelpulpitsearch@bethelhebrew.org.  

Pamela Zitron and the Transition Committee are 
working hard to ensure that we say a proper goodbye to 
Rabbi Isserow, and a proper hello to our new Rabbi. 
Change is hard, but we will keep you informed and help 
you through it. 

 
— Julienne Bramesco 

Beth El Bulletin 

Liz Brodie Awarded Ross Scholarship 

L IZ BRODIE, a senior at West 
Potomac High School, will be 
awarded the twenty-third annual 

Marc S. Ross Scholarship at Shabbat 
services on June 2. The scholarship was 
established to honor the memory of this 
Beth El past president. 

Liz is an outstanding young woman 
who demonstrates her commitment to 
Judaism and its values at the temple and 
in the community-at-large. She has been 
an active participant in our religious 
school, continuing through Confirma-
tion. She is an engaged and active He-
brew learner, and has been a High Holi-
day Torah reader.  

Liz has been involved in the religious school as a 
madricha and a student teacher throughout high school. 
In her role as a teacher, she is a thoughtful educator who 
understands the needs of her students and motivates 
them. She works with individuals and groups, and is a 
positive role model. She has helped more experienced 
teachers integrate technology into their classrooms and 

improve their methods of Hebrew in-
struction. Liz is a leader with students 
and staff.  
     Liz is an accomplished student in 
her secular education, as well. She is a 
member of the National Honor Society, 
National English Honor Society, Na-
tional Latin Honor Society, and Thespi-
an Society. Her high school activities 
include the crew team, advanced or-
chestra, Cappies critic of high school 
plays, and a fellowship with the Folger 
Theater. Liz has done community ser-
vice work in various places including 
museums, nature camp, a horse farm, 

and playing viola at a community event. Liz plans to 
attend Franklin and Marshall College in the fall.  

Liz is an extraordinary young woman who has devot-
ed herself to scholarship, leadership, and Jewish values. 
She embodies the spirit of this award. We hope many 
congregants will come to services on June 16 to congrat-
ulate Liz and her family.  
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O UR RELIGIOUS school has had a marvelous 
year of Jewish learning and involvement. Ac-
complishments this year are many. They point to 

a future of Jewish involvement at Beth El that will posi-
tively affect both our youth and are adult congregants. 

This year our youth group activities have increased 
exponentially because of the hard work of our youth ad-
visers Nori White and Marissa Smolinsky with support 
from Dina Backer and Jolene Shif. We have created a 
core group of youth from fourth grade through eighth 
grade that will create a sustainable youth program for 
many years. 

We have created an atmosphere of inclusion and pro-
vided support staff for those youth that need special at-
tention in order that they can fully participate as members 
of the Beth El community. A challenge that we face in 
the future is the number of resources that we can provide 
to make this a sustainable program. 

Our Hebrew program, due to the diligence of our He-
brew teachers and our Hebrew coordinator, Nancy To-
bin, is the envy of congregations throughout the greater 
Washington area. The challenge that we face is to main-
tain this high-level of Hebrew skills and knowledge with 
the growing pressure of outside activities on our youth. 
Meeting this challenge will take cooperation between the 
teachers and parents. We continue to search for the opti-
mal tools that provide for alternative means for students 
to achieve high quality Hebrew knowledge and skills. 

One successful activity, the one 
which I am the most proud of this year, 
is the creation of the Post B’nei Mitz-
vah Working Group. This group is 
composed of parents with children cur-
rently in the religious school and those who do not have 
children currently enrolled in the religious school. The 
Working Group created focus groups with adults and 
youth, prepared meaningful surveys, and analyzed the 
results of the surveys. The recommendations of the 
Working Group will provide a firm foundation for devel-
oping a Confirmation Program (seventh through twelfth 
grades) that meets the needs of our students to live a via-
ble Reform Jewish life. 

A special thanks to staff Rabbi Isserow, Cantor 
Kaufman, Moshe Teichman, Becky McMurry, Jolene 
Shif, Kaiya Levine, and Sally Schneider; the Religious 
school committee and the co-chairs (Debbie Katz, David 
Spindler, David Weinraub,); our dedicated Jewish Edu-
cators; and the Beth El maintenance staff. With all of 
their help, we have created an atmosphere for Jewish 
learning and participation. 
 
Enjoy your summer. 
 
Barry Smith 
Director of Religious Education 
bsmith@bethelhebrew.org 

Endings and New Beginnings 

Brotherhood Annual Meeting 

B ROTHERHOOD members are asked to gather for a brief annual meeting and election of the Brotherhood Board 
on Friday, June 9. We will break off from the Hayman Foyer pre-oneg gathering at 7:00 pm, during which time 
we will vote on the proposed budget and approve Board members for the FY2017-2019 term. Background mate-

rial can be found at https://www.bethelhebrew.org/community/brotherhood. Afterwards, during the Brotherhood Shab-
bat, Brotherhood chefs, Joel Bernstein and Jake Gallun, will be honored as the recipients of Brotherhood’s Man of the 
Year award. Please join us. 

Nominated for the Brotherhood Board are: 

President - John Jankowski; 1st VP (open); 2nd VP - Stuart Davis; 3rd VP - Ron Sturman; Treasurer - Roberto 
Mosse; Secretary - Matt Mutterperl; and Members at-large - Todd Cohn, Jeremy Flachs and Jeffrey Sachs. Roger 
Smith will continue on the Board as immediate past president. 

Thanks are extended to Nominating Committee members Joel Augen, Stuart Davis, Jack Kaye, Ron Sturman 
(convener), and David Weinraub.  
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T HIS MONTH’S Brotherhood message is a sim-
ple one: Please make the small but meaningful 
financial commitment of $36 and please join 

Brotherhood. 
Have you or your kids ever participated in the Broth-

erhood-organized annual Purim Carnival or the Brother-
hood-sponsored free end-of-religious-school-year picnic 
and cook-out? (The next one happens this June 4 and is 
open to everyone.) Please join Brotherhood.  

Have you ever attended one of Brotherhood’s free 
Sunday morning coffee-and-bagels public policy fo-
rums, the most recent being Understanding America in 
the Trump Era? Please join Brotherhood. 

Have you or your family ever enjoyed a Brotherhood
-catered luncheon following a Beth El bat or bar mitz-
vah? Or did you celebrate last June with Rabbi Isserow 
at his “25 years in the rabbinate” congregational dinner, 
which was catered by Brotherhood volunteers? 
(Congratulations to our chefs, Joel Bernstein and Jake 
Gallun, Brotherhood’s Man of the Year honorees.) 
Please join Brotherhood.  

Have you ever brought your mom, your wife, your 
sister, or your friend to the Brotherhood annual tribute 
to women, the Mother’s Day Brunch, which is always 
free to all ladies? Please join Brotherhood. 

Have you ever enjoyed the tranquility offered by our 
Chapel in the Woods, whose restoration was  

championed by Brotherhood volunteers? Please join 
Brotherhood. 

Have your children ever benefited from, or you 
simply felt good to learn about, Brotherhood’s substan-
tial financial contributions to our religious school, 
Brotherhood’s participation in various inclusion activi-
ties, Brotherhood’s gifts to our confirmands, or Brother-
hood’s support for youth scholarships and the Israel 
teen trips? (Congratulations to Julia Blethen, the most 
recent recipient of a Brotherhood scholarship.) Please 
join Brotherhood. 

The gift of membership is only $36 (equivalent to 
just a dime a day). A special membership thank-you is 
extended to those contributing $54 (triple chai). Only 
20% of all Beth El men were Brotherhood members this 
past year. Please join Brotherhood. 

When you receive your pledge letter this year, please 
join Brotherhood. Better yet. Please don’t wait and risk 
its loss in the daily shuffle of life. Mail your FY2017-
2018 Brotherhood membership gift ($36 or $54) today 
to Beth El Brotherhood (3830 Seminary Road, Alexan-
dria Virginia 22304). Please join Brotherhood. 

The more who give, the more good work that can be 
done. Please join Brotherhood. 

 
John Jankowski 
Brotherhood President 
brotherhood@bethelhebrew.org 

Brotherhood News 

Upcoming 
WRJ 

Activities 
June 7 – WRJ meeting 
June 11 & 25 – Knitting 
June 25 & 26 – Carpenters  
   Shelter cooking and serving 
Mah Jongg – Tuesday, Thursday,  
   and Sunday (Sundays during  
   the summer 11 am-1 pm) 

 
See the calendar for more infor-
mation. 

Help Wanted at ECLC 

D ON’T MISS this chance to make a difference in the life of a young child! 
The Jewish Community Center of Northern Virginia - Alexandria satellite 
is looking for qualified, career-minded professionals to work in their Ear-

ly Childhood Learning Center with children from 16 months - Pre-K. Knowledge 
of Judaism helpful. Knowledge of Reggio Emilia Philosophy preferred. 

Positions available  
Co Educator — Full-time position for experienced professional with experi-

ence or knowledge of emergent curriculum, Reggio Emilia-inspired approach, or 
project approach; CDA, AA, or BA in Early Childhood Education (or child-
related field) is required. 

Substitute/Support Educators — Full and part-time long and short-term substi-
tutes. Flexible schedule, based on day-to-day needs of learning center; Experience 
with young children required. 

If interested, please contact Director Dina Backer at 703-537-3084. 
 

* We tend to hire from within... so get to know us now  
to be considered for upcoming open positions * 
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T HE MOST important thing happening in June is 
Father’s Day!! Happy Father’s Day to all of our 
dedicated fathers here at Beth El and in your 

larger families. 
On June 7, WRJ will hold their last meeting of this 

fiscal year. We welcome all WRJ members as we make 
the major decisions on how we allocate our tzedakah 
related funds and look forward into the coming year of 
events. 

What a joy it was to have so many of you join us in 
May for WRJ Shabbat! Thank you to everyone who 
brought delicious and varied dishes to share at the pot-
luck. A special thank you to Jo Ann Allen, Ruth Folk-
man, Ann and Ernie Levy, Arline Sachs, Sandra 
Seitz, and Suzie Shalewitz for helping with set-up for 
the evening, to Suzie for putting together the printed 
program, to Jane Kraft Burstein for leading the instal-
lation of our new board, and to Cantor Kaufman for 
leading us in motzi and an inspiring service. Everyone’s 
efforts made for a lovely back drop as we honored 
WRJ’s dedicated Women of the Year, Jo Ann Allen 
and Linda Shapiro.  

Many thanks to all who purchased tickets for our 
annual raffle fundraiser. Your support enables us to sup-
port Beth El and the community in amazing ways. Con-
gratulations to our winners: Sheryl Leeds won the $200 
Nordstrom gift card; Elissa Baum won the $100 Great 
American Restaurant gift card; and Erika Werfel won 
the $50 Judaica Gift Shop gift certificate. 

We had a wonderful year including two Mahj May-
hem events, a Pre Passover Potluck and Learning Ses-

WRJ News 
sion, and the BRCA workshop. In the fall, our Book and 
Author event returns (joint event with Brandeis). Our 
fall Mahj gathering will be Simply Mahj, a time to gath-
er with friends and play Mah Jongg without mayhem.  

One of our goals this year is to increase our level of 
tzedakah and focus more toward BEHC youth scholar-
ships. A few years ago, one of our ladies attended a Hil-
lel-led Shabbat service and realized that many of the 
leaders were active in their synagogue’s youth groups 
and/or attended Jewish summer camp. By investing in 
the future of our youth, we hope to plant the seeds for 
the future leaders in Judaism.  

Our Book of Life project is still ramping up. A dona-
tion of any amount will be recorded in the WRJ Book of 
Life in commemoration of an event in history, an honor, 
or a life-cycle event. The event is artistically recorded 
with the names of those who made the donations 
(including anonymous if so desired). We hope that 
many will take this opportunity to make a donation to 
WRJ and have their occasion commemorated as well. If 
you would like to make a donation, please make checks 
out to BE-WRJ and send it into the synagogue. (A mini-
mum of $10 is required for us to send a note to the hon-
oree.) 
 
Have a wonder summer and Happy Father’s Day, 
Jeanette Astrow 
WRJ President 

 
 

WRJ Shabbat 

Jeannette Astrow, WRJ President, center, with 
WRJ Women of the Year, Jo Ann Allen, left, and 
Judy Shapiro, right . 

WRJ Officers: Jo Ann Allen, VP; Jeanette Astrow, President; 
Sue Meisner, VP; Naomi Mercer, Recording Secretary; Suzie 
Shalewitz, Immediate Past President and Counselor; Jane 
Kraft Burstein, Past President. (Not pictured: Susan Wartel, 
Treasurer, and Evy Englander, Corresponding Secretary.) 



 

 

Jeannette Astrow Wins the 2017 
Martin Mintz Award 

T HE MARTIN MINTZ Award 
Selection Committee is proud 
to announce that Jeanette As-

trow is the 2017 Recipient of the prize. 
Jeanette has served the Beth El Com-
munity for decades, touching families 
with a helping hand through all the 
important events of life.  

Jeanette has been a Hebrew teacher 
for many years, leading not only her 
students in class, but all of us at ser-
vices with her beautiful voicing of the 
trope Hebrew lines of the High Holi-
day services. She has tutored countless 
students in the rigors of their Bar or 
Bat Mitzvah studies, supporting them 
through this difficult rite of passage. 
Through her services in the Caring 
Community Committee, she has for many years 
brought food, company and a sense of belonging to 

those enduring troubled times. And at 
the end, Jeanette has lead many a 
shiva minyan for those who have 
suffered a loss. 
     Jeanette has always been sup-
portive of service through the Wom-
en of Reform Judaism, and has 
served as President of that organiza-
tion for two terms. On the other side, 
she has quietly served as a waiter for 
Brotherhood Catering, always ready 
to help when there is a need. 
     The Committee, comprising Jay 
Lucas, Anne Levy, Ruth Perlstein 
with the support of Barbara Mintz, 
is pleased to make this award to  
Jeanette Astrow, who embodies ser-
vice to Judaism and the community 

in all she does. 
The award will be presented at Friday night ser-

vices on June 2. 

JCCNV–Beth El ECLC Registration Is Open!! 
 

Ask about the new 2s class that has opened!  
There are only a few spots left in selected age group. Don’t miss the chance to be a part of the fun.  

 
Our Early Childhood Learning Center offers part time and full time options for children who will be 2, 3, or 4 by 

Sept. 30. Our full-time toddler program accepts students from 16-23 months.  

The ECLC is licensed by the State of Virginia and is open to all members of the community. 
For more information or to set up a tour, 

please contact Director Dina Backer 
at 703-537-3084. 

Give your preschooler the gift of 
great learning experiences, 
new friends and lots of fun! 

 

Only a few spots left! Do not delay! 
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Another Successful Mother’s Day Brunch 

R OSES IN hand. Stomachs full. Songs in their hearts and smiles on their faces. Such were the results for the 80-
plus guests at Brotherhood’s annual Mother’s Day Brunch. A delicious meal was prepared under the guidance 
of guest chef and Beth El member Matt Warshaw. He was ably assisted in the kitchen by Henry Brooks, Ju-

dy Jankowski, Jeffrey Sachs, Bob Shaver and Gerrie Sturman. Musical entertainment was provided by the Rock 
Hard Bagels consisting of Bob Holden (band leader), Paul Edelstein, Fred Reiner, Bob Shaver, Dan Sreebny, and 
David Weinraub. Other volunteers who made this such a fun-filled and wonderful event were Matt Mutterperl, Rob-
erto Mosse, Susie Mosse, Roger Smith, event manager Norm Starler, and overall event organizer, Ron Sturman.  

Thank-you and see you next year! 
John Jankowski (Brotherhood President) 

People, music, food… what more do we need to 
have a great time?! 
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Making Their Way in a New Land 

J AWID, Salima, and their four sons Shabir (12), 
Bashir (9), Munir (5), and Shaher (9 months) are 
working hard at settling in. Their apartment is al-

most completely furnished and the three oldest children 
began school at Cameron Elementary on April 18.  

Jawid has passed the test for his driver’s license and a 
car is now the family’s most immediate need. If you have 
a car that you are considering donating to a charitable 
group or if you would like to donate money toward a 
used car, please let Ron Sturman or Linda Waller 
know. While the ideal vehicle would seat six (two adults 
and four children), a smaller car is also an option. Any 
vehicle will help the family with shopping, getting to 
medical appointments, and commuting to a job. 

Jawid, an agronomist, is actively looking for work in 
his field. (He has a green card and work authorization.) 
In the meantime, he has taken a job at a car dealership; 
he is willing to do any kind of work to support his fami-
ly. 

On April 23, Jawid and his three oldest sons partici-
pated in our Yom HaShoah service. Jawid spoke about 
his personal experience with dislocation and answered 
questions from children and adults. After the service, the 
religious school sponsored an informal reception for the 
family and in addition to meeting congregants, Jawid was 
able to do some networking and a number of people now 
have his resume.  

The family is eager to meet members of our congre-
gation and to participate in social events. If you’d like to 
invite them to dinner, or a picnic, or anything, please let 
Linda know. The family is vegetarian (the kids eat the 
universal kid foods — pizza and French fries). The chil-
dren are afraid of dogs, though, so that’s a consideration 
if you invite them to your home. 

Our congregants have been remarkably generous both 
with donated goods and financial contributions. When 
the family arrived here on March 1 and moved into their 
apartment, they had almost nothing and slept on the floor 
for two weeks. Now, thanks to our congregation, their 
apartment is almost fully furnished. And thanks to the 
generosity of our religious school, the children have been 
outfitted with appropriate clothing and school supplies.  

Last December, Mark Hatfield, president of HIAS 
(formerly the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society) was our 
Shabbat guest speaker. Following his compelling presen-
tation, the Beth El board of directors voted to join the 
HIAS Welcome Campaign. (You can find more infor-
mation about how individuals can participate at https://
www.hias.org/hias-welcome-campaign. )  

Taking Action 
After hearing Mr. Hatfield and Rabbi Isserow’s guid-

ance at a special congregational meeting, Art Gershman 
resolved to get involved and volunteer with HIAS. Here 
is Art’s account of his work with HIAS. 

In addition to joining Linda’s team and helping Jawid 
obtain a car and find work, I volunteered to join HIAS’s 
campaign to write letters to asylum seekers in detention. 

The asylum seekers are held in various detention fa-
cilities in the U.S. The campaign holds monthly meetings, 
generally at the Historic 6th and I Synagogue. Letter 
writers gather in the early evening and have a participa-
tory information session. At the April meeting we heard 
from a HIAS staff attorney about asylum and detention in 
the U.S. She provided us with a link to an article on facil-
ity standards for detention centers: I will be glad to 
share a link to the article if you are interested. 

Letter writers then receive the name of and infor-
mation about an asylum seeker in detention. The idea is 
to provide some compassionate contact and support for 
the detainee. Not all of the letters get through or are re-
sponded to, but no matter what, just writing the letters is 
rewarding. 

I also was able to provide our HIAS coordinator with 
the ultimate status and disposition of several asylum 
seekers’ cases, which was illuminating, as well as re-
warding. It was sad to learn that all but one of the asy-
lum seekers were deported, but heartening that one had 
been freed from captivity. 

One interesting sidebar is that we included readings 
from the HIAS Haggadah at our family Seder, which is 
conducted by my son, Simon. After the readings I de-
scribed the letter writing I was doing with HIAS, and 
invited the guests to participate with me at the next ses-
sion. My son’s girlfriend, Jess Cooper said she would 
like to. We made arrangements and together went to the 
April session. Jess and I plan to go again in May. 

For more opportunities to support or volunteer with 
HIAS consult their website, HIAS.org. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Art Gershman 
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T HE BOARD of Lady Managers, founder and 
supporter since 1872, of Inova Alexandria 
Hospital will host their 19th Annual Brunch at 

Union Street Public House, 121 South Union Street, 
Alexandria, VA, Sunday, June 11, 2017 from 11:30 
am-2:30 pm. Donation amount per person $30, $40, 
$55, children ages 6-12 $15, and ages 5 and under 
free (gratuity included). The brunch will benefit the 
Inova Alexandria Hospital Surgical Services for the 
purchase of two neurology microscopes critical to the 
hospital’s designation as a “Comprehensive Stroke 
Center.”   

Inova Alexandria Hospital Fundraiser 

Readers of Beth El 

O UR LAST meeting of this year will be our traditional pizza and movie night on June 6, 2017 at 6:30 pm at the 
home of Ilene Reiter. We will watch a documentary version of Boys in the Boat, which we read earlier this 
year. If you did not read the book then, be sure to read it now and join us!  Please plan to suggest books for 

next year, and bring books that you might want to swap for summer reading. 

Lynne Orens  
Lorens750@aol.com  

A SPECIAL part of the mission of Beth El’s Caring Community Committee is to respond to the sudden needs of 
Beth El congregants. When our members could use a helping hand, they will find that reaching out to the CCC 
provides a number of kinds of assistance from the commit-

tee or its On-Call List.  
Various CCC chair-people, when they learn of a need, notify on-

call-list members who may provide a meal for a family, take some-
one to the doctor, visit a lonely homebound member, or lend assis-
tance at a funeral or shiva minyan. Privacy is strictly maintained, 
and only the volunteer who provides the service is given the name 
of the person being assisted. 

On-call members may serve once or twice a year, or much more, 
but without them the CCC could not provide the warmth and caring 
that makes Beth El such a special place.  

These volunteers were honored at a coffee on Sunday, April 23, 
where they were shown much gratitude and appreciation for their 
many and varied contributions, and especially for “being there” 
when needed.  

If you would like to become one of those who give of  
themselves to a member of the Beth El family on an as-needed  
basis, please contact Ruth Perlstein, 703-978-9341, or  
rperl8607@gmail.com. 

We Couldn’t Do It Without Them! 

L to R: Jeanette Astrow, Susan Wartel, Ruth Perl-
stein, Diane Suchman, Myrna Beck, Judy Kramer, 
Pamela Zitron, Francie Schweber. 
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~ June 2017 ~Siva
Sun Mon Tue Wed 

 

 
According to one online source, June has more food-
related “holidays” than any other month.  And a fair 
number of them are related to chocolate and/or ice 

cream, so enjoy! 

4 Hug Your Cat Day/Cheese Day/Frozen 
Yogurt Day 
10-11a Adult Hebrew Classes 
10a-12p Chapel in the Woods  
   Workday 
10a-12p WRJ Mah Jongg 
10a-12p Last Day of Religious School 
12-1:30p Brotherhood Last Day of  
   Religious School Picnic 
1-4p Bridge 

5 World Environment Day 
 

6 National Yoyo Day 
1:30-3:30p WRJ Mah Jongg 
6:30p Readers of Beth El 
7-10p EC Meeting 

7 National Milkshake Day/Kim Possible’s 
Birthday 
10:30a-12p Beth El/JCCNV 55+  
   Event: A Special Musical Morning  
   with NPR’s Miles Hoffman  
   “What Makes Jewish Music  
   Jewish?” 
6-7p WRJ Meeting 

11 National Corn on the Cob Day/ 
National German Chocolate Cake Day 
10a-12p Permanent Endowment  
   Fund Meeting 
11a-1p WRJ Mah Jongg 
11:30a-2:30p Annual Inova  
   Alexandria Hospital Fundraiser  
   Brunch 
1-4p Bridge 
2-4p WRJ Knitting Group 

12 Red Rose Day/National Peanut 
Butter Cookie Day 
 

13 National Lobster Day 
11a-12:30p WRJ Book Club 
1:30-3:30p WRJ Mah Jongg 
 

14 Flag Day 
10:30a-12p Beth El/JCCNV 55+  
   Event: An Interfaith Program with  
   Rabbi Isserow and Reverent Anya  
   Sammler-Michael, Universalist  
   Congregation of Sterling 

18 Father's Day  
11a-1p WRJ Mah Jongg 
1-4p Bridge 

19 Juneteenth/Eat an Oreo Day 
Beth El/JCCNV 55+ Event: Take Me  
   Out to the Washington Nationals! 

  

 

20 Ice Cream Soda Day 
1:30-3:30p WRJ Mah Jongg 
6p-10p Annual Meeting of the  
   Congregation 
6:30-7:30p Beth El House RSSC 

21 Summer Solstice 
 

25 National Catfish Day 
10a-1p Carpenters Shelter Food Prep 
11a-1p WRJ Mah Jongg 
1-4p Bridge 
2-3:30p Beth El in Your  
   Neighborhood Coffee – Annandale/ 
   Burke 
2-4p WRJ Knitting Group 

26 National Chocolate Pudding Day
Carpenters Shelter Food Service 

27 Hellen Keller Day
1:30-3:30p WRJ Mah Jongg 
 

28 Paul Bunyan Day/National Tapioca 
Day 
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an/Tammuz 5777 
Thu Fri Sat Torah Portion 

1 Shavuot (Cont.)/National Hazelnut 
Cake Day 
6:30-8:30p WRJ Mah Jongg 
7-11p Bridge 

2 National Rocky Road Day/National 
Chocolate Macaroon Day 
6-7:30p Confirmation Dinner 
6:30-7:30 Wine and Cheese  
   Pre-Service Oneg 
7:30p Erev Shabbat Service and  
   Presentation of Martin Mintz Award 
   for Outstanding Service 
 
Candle lighting 8:10p 

3 National Donut Day
9-10:30a Torah Study 
10:30a Shabbat Morning Service and 
   Confirmation Service 
11a-12p Tot Shabbat 
11:45 a-2p Confirmation Luncheon 
 
 
 
Havdallah 9:19p 

Nasso 
 
Numbers 4:21-7:89 
Judges 13:2-5 

 8 Best Friends Day/World Ocean Day 
6:30-8:30p WRJ Mah Jongg 
7-11p Bridge 

9 Banana Split Day/Donald Cuck Day 
Culture Club Outing to Smithsonian  
   American Art Museum 
6-7:30p Brotherhood Shabbat  
   Meeting 
6:30-7:30 Wine and Cheese  
   Pre-Service Oneg 
7:30p Erev Shabbat Service/ | 
   Brotherhood Shabbat 
 
Candle lighting 8:14p 

10 Racial Unity Day 
9-10:30a Torah Study 
10:30a Shabbat Morning Service and  
   Celebration of Adult B’nei Mitzvah 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Havdallah 9:23p 

Beha'alotcha 
 
Numbers 8:1-12:15 
Zechariah 2:14-4:7 

15 Magna Carta Day 
6:30-8:30p WRJ Mah Jongg 
7-11p Bridge 
7:30-8:30p Interfaith Bible Study 

16 Bloomsday/National Fudge Day 
6:30-7:30p Member Appreciation  
   Pre-Service Oneg (by invitation) 
6:30-7:30 Wine and Cheese  
   Pre-Service Oneg 
7:30p Erev Shabbat Service and  
   Presentation of Marc S. Ross 
   Scholarship 
 
Candle lighting 8:17p 

17 Eat Your Vegetables Day/World 
Juggling Day 
9-10:30a Torah Study 
10:30a Shabbat Morning Service and 
   Bat Mitzvah of Leah Zahniser 
 
 
 
 
 
Havdallah 9:26p 

Shelach 
 
Numbers 13:1-15:41 
Joshua 2:1-24 

22 Onion Ring Day/National Chocolate 
Eclair Day 
6:30-8:30p WRJ Mah Jongg 
7-11p Bridge 
 

23 Take Your Dog to Work Day 
6:30-7:30 Wine and Cheese  
   Pre-Service Oneg 
7:30p Erev Shabbat Service and  
   Installation of New Board and  
   Officers of BEHC 
 
Candle lighting 8:19p 

24 Stonewall National Monument Day 
9-10:30a Torah Study 
10:30a Shabbat Morning Service 
 
 
 
 
Havdallah 9:27p 

Korach 
 
Numbers 16:1-18:32 
Isaiah 66:1-24 

29  
6:30-8:30p WRJ Mah Jongg 
7-11p Bridge 
 

30 National Chocolate Ice Cream Day
6:30-7:30 Wine and Cheese Pre-
Service Oneg 
7:30p Erev Shabbat Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Candle lighting 8:19p 



 

 

 

Page 14 

Beth El Bulletin 

Slate of Officers To Be Voted on at 
BEHC Annual Meeting 

Officers (2017-2019) 
President: Julienne Bramesco 
Executive Vice President: Ilene Reiter 
Vice President: Alan Cohn 
Vice President: David Weinraub 
Secretary: Joanne Rhodes 
Treasurer: Clair Sassin 

Board of Directors (First Term: 2017-2019) 
Ayal Cohen 
Jesse Ellis (completing unexpired term of Alan Cohn) 
Josh Katz 
Harmony Knutson 
Susan Paley 

 

Board of Directors (Second term: 2017-2019) 
Jeremy Flachs 
Ron Sturman 

Continuing Directors (2016-2018) 
Ike Alberts 
Todd Bolick 
Henry Brooks 
Sara Deshong-Rojas 
Donna Sachs 
Pamela Zitron 

The nominating committee was composed of Linda Waller (chair), Sara Deshong-Rojas, Nava Ezra, Gordon Jan-
is, Ruth Perlstein, Dan Rothschild, Sheila Shoup, and Pamela Zitron. 

Biographical information about nominees is available in the annual meeting package available in the Members Only 
section of the Beth El website. 

ECLC News 

U SUALLY at this time of the year everyone is 
preparing for a huge transition as school pro-
grams give way to summer camp programs. In 

the ECLC though, our plan is different. We are blessed 
to be a 12 month school. This means for us that classes 
don’t change. Educators and students have several more 
months of learning and growing together in the support-
ive environment that is their classroom. 

Summer is an awesome time to continue our explora-
tions, and, a perfect time to take the explorations out-
side! Summer water play is a favorite was to cool off 
during the hot days and you’d be surprised at the crea-
tivity of the explorations that make water play a learning 
opportunity. 

As the seasons transition, I find myself counting my 
blessings. Our school is grateful to be situated in a part-
nership between the JCCNV and Beth El. The strength 

of both organizations gives us the support we need to 
grow and thrive. We are thankful to the synagogue staff 
who help us with all of our day-to-day preparations, set-
ups and activities. The leadership of both the JCCNV 
and Beth El encourage us and empower us to be the best 
we can be. They dream with us about where we might 
go from here. We are appreciative and humbled and we 
extend a big todah rabah to everyone as we round out 
10 years and move on to year 11. 

Wishing everyone as wonderful a summer as we are 
expecting here! 
 
L’shalom, 
Dina Backer 
dina.backer@jccnv.org 
703-537-3084 
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A Warm Welcome to Adam Wallach, Beth El’s 
New Executive Director 

W E ARE EXCITED to introduce our new Executive Director, Adam Wallach, who will officially be-
come part of our Beth El family July 1, 2017. Adam has a multi-faceted background that will greatly 
benefit Beth El both now and in the years to come.  

Since 2011, Adam has been the Kindergarten to 12th-grade Coordinator of Social Studies for Stafford County 
Public Schools, where among other things, he has managed a multi-million dollar textbook adoption for Social 
Studies in a school division that serves 30,000 students. In addition to this role, Adam serves as the religious school 
principal at Beth Shalom Temple in Fredericksburg, VA, where he is responsible for programming, curriculum de-
velopment, and overall staffing, budgeting, and instruction development. Adam is very outgoing, possesses won-
derful communication skills, and exudes a warmth that will fit right in with our congregation community.  

Adam has a Masters of Public Administration from Virginia Commonwealth University and a Graduate Certifi-
cate in Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness. Adam and his wife have three children and live in Freder-
icksburg.  

Adam is eager to apply his talents and energy to Beth El. Please stop by the office to say hello. 
Thank you to the Executive Director Search Committee:  Chair – Marsha Hertzberg, Alan Cohen, Ruth 

Folkman, Ilene Reiter and David Weinraub. 

WRJ Social Action 

T HANKS so much to all who contributed to our professional clothing drive. The response was incredible! We 
had more donations than ever before — particularly in men’s clothing — which for the first time in five years, 
were donated in greater quantities than women’s clothing! Men and women in our community will be better 

equipped to make that all important first impression as they apply for and start new jobs!   
Thanks for all of your efforts and support of our community!!! 

Janet Garber 
garberj123@gmail.com 
703-256-7988 

Culture Club: The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly 

J OIN US as we visit the Smithsonian American Art Museum, beginning with lunch in the Kogod Courtyard at 
11:30 AM on Friday, June 9. Three interesting exhibits will be viewed after lunch and conversation. The good: 
Kennedy — American Visionary; the bad: Down the Mean Streets, Community & Place in Urban Photography; 

and the ugly: Donald Sultan’s Disaster Paintings. For more details about the museum and the exhibits: america-
nart.si.edu. 
 

New to Beth El? Been around for awhile, but looking for something new to do? Culture Club is a monthly activity 
connecting adult Beth El members to each other and to the culture and history of the Washington metropolitan area.  
Feel free to bring a friend! Lunch is pay-as-you-go, conversation is lively and fun. There’s no roster — just let me 
know you’re coming! stafm@aol.com 
 
Meryl Goldhammer 
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B’nei Mitzvah 

Donna Sachs is an active member of the Beth El Com-
munity, currently serving on the Board of Directors. She 
is looking forward to her Bat Mitzvah. When not attend-
ing meetings or volunteering, she likes to sew, knit and 
attend Adult Hebrew Class on Sunday morning. 

This has been a long journey and she is grateful to 
her family for their love and support, and to her other 
class mates and Cantor Kaufman. She would like to 
extend a very special thank you to Jeanette Astrow for 
continuing to teach the Adult Hebrew class, without 
which this day would not be possible. 

Leah Zahniser is a 7th grade student at Carl Sandburg 
Middle School in Alexandria. She has spent almost all 
of her soon-to-be 13 years living in Virginia, but has 
traveled to Israel, Argentina, and Brazil (not to mention 
Cleveland, Ohio), and has climbed Machu Picchu in 
Peru.  

She plays Gunston soccer, Fort Hunt volleyball, and 
likes horseback riding. She loves music, likes to read, 
and truly values hanging out with all her friends.  

Thanks to all at Beth El who have helped lead Leah 
to this moment. 

Leah Zahniser 
June 17, 2017 

Donna Sachs 
June 10, 2017 

Michelle Coon 
June 10, 2017 

Michelle Coon joined Beth El in 2013 and since then 
she has been a member of the Women for Reform Juda-
ism, volunteered in the Judaica Shop, and served as the 
usher wrangler. Michelle decided to join the adult B’nei 
Mitzvah cohort because it was the next step in her Juda-
ism journey, and it served as a motivation to learn He-
brew.  

Michelle would like to thank Cantor Kaufman and 
Jeanette Astrow for their instruction and encourage-
ment. Finally, she would like to especially thank her 
husband, David, for his loving support in all of her en-
deavors by saying to him “Thou art my beloved and I 
am thine.”  

Ike Alberts 
June 10, 2017 

Janet (Platt) Hlatky is excited to finally be celebrating/
accomplishing her Bat Mitzvah. She undertook this en-
deavor with little knowledge of Hebrew, not enough 
time, and a severe case of tone deafness, but neverthe-
less she persevered. Some of her Beth El time is spent 
putting together this Bulletin every month, a labor of 
love. 

Janet is grateful to her husband and brother for their 
unfailing support, to Cantor Kaufman for not giving 
up on her tin ear, and to her many friends in the Beth El 
community who keep suggesting more activities for her 
to volunteer for.  

Janet (Platt) Hlatky 
June 10, 2017 

Ike Alberts joined Beth El in 2007, and has been an 
active member since then. He is a member of Beth El 
Brotherhood and serves on the Board of Directors. Ike 
joined the adult B’nei Mitzvah cohort because he has 
been longing to achieve this next step of his journey in 
Judaism.  

Ike would like to express his immense gratitude to 
every one who has contributed and supported his desire 
to reach this homiletic stage of Judaism. He expresses a 
heartfelt thanks to his wife and family for their immeas-
urable support through this journey. He would like to 
thank Rabbi Isserow; his teacher and religious whip, 
Jeanette Astrow; and all others who contributed to-
wards his journey to reach this day.  



 

 

Wednesday, June 7, 10:30 am-
12:30 pm (includes light brunch) 

Presenter: Miles Hoffman, NPR 
Commentator for Morning Edition; 
violist and artistic director,  
American Chamber Players 

Miles Hoffman has been educating 
and entertaining American audiences 
on National Public Radio (NPR) for 
nearly 30 years. Join us for a rare 
opportunity to meet and hear Mr. 
Hoffman in person. Using examples 
from the works of such composers as 
George Gershwin, Erich Korngold, 
Aaron Copland, Leonard Bernstein, 
Ernest Bloch, Richard Rodgers, and 
Benny Goodman, Mr. Hoffman will 
discuss what makes Jewish music 
Jewish. He will also examine aspects 
of Jewish tradition, history, culture, 
and psychology in order to explain 
the disproportional presence of Jews 
among the ranks of great musical art-
ists of the last 100 years.  

Join us for a light brunch (10:30am-
11am) before the lecture where you 
can greet, eat, and meet with Mr. 
Hoffman! 

This program is co-sponsored by the 
J’s Cultural Arts and Adult Services 
Departments. 

Fee: $10 (includes program and light 
brunch items)  

Code: #8279 

RSVP: Submit payment and registra-
tion to the J. Make check payable to 
JCCNV, attn. Shelly Rosenstein 

Rabbi Isserow and Reverend Anya 
Sammler-Michael will explore the 
beliefs and practices of the Unitarian 
Universalist. Their interview will 
also endeavor to give us an insight 
into why Reverend Sammler-Michael 
became a clergy member and how 
this choice has shaped her life. 

All Beth El/JCCNV events are $4/$2 
for J or synagogue members unless 
noted otherwise. Coffee, tea, and  

dessert will be provided. 

To RSVP or get more information for 
all Beth El/JCCNV events, please 

contact Shelly.Rosenstein@jccnv.org, 
703-537-3062 

A Special Musical Morning with 
NPR’s Miles Hoffman  

“What Makes Jewish Music  
Jewish?” 

Beth El/JCCNV Events 
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An Interfaith Program with Rabbi 
Isserow and Reverent Anya 

Sammler-Michael, Universalist 
Congregation of Sterling 

Take Me Out to the… 
Washington Nationals! 

Wednesday, June 19; depart from 
Beth El - TBD/ Note Day and  

Date Change! 

For all you Washington Nationals 
baseball fans, do we have a tour for 
you! Join us for a 1½ hour, behind-
the-scenes look at Nationals Park. 
Among the places you will be able to 
visit are: The Shirley Povich Media 
area, The Norfolk Southern Club, 
The Delta 360 Club, The PNC Dia-
mond Club, and the visiting team 
clubhouse and dugout. There will 
also be interactive portions of the 
tour, which may include throwing a 
pitch in the Nationals bullpen. The 
tour includes a lot of walking, so be 
prepared with comfortable shoes. 
And what would a day at a baseball 
stadium be without burgers and hot 
dogs! After the tour, we will have 
lunch at a casual restaurant where 
you can schmooze with other mem-
bers. What a great way for sports en-
thusiasts to spend the first official 
day of summer! 

Fee: $23 (includes transportation 
and tour). Separate charge for 
lunch.  

Code: #8280 

RSVP: Shelly.Rosenstein@jccnv, 
703.537.3062. Make check payable 
to JCCNV, attn.: Shelly Rosenstein 

No Program June 28 
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The Congregation Gratefully Acknowledges the Following Donations 

BETH EL GENERAL FUND 
Donor In Honor of 
Erika Danty ............................................................... The Caring Community Committee 
     Alice Lowenthal 
Donor In Memory of 
Adolph Schick ............................................................................................. Dottie Schick 
Erika Danty .................................................................................. Cantor Jason Kaufman 
Carol Citron .............................................................................................. Toby Kleinman 
Dorothy Gatanio ............................................................................................ Judy Pitkoff 

BETH EL MORTGAGE FUND 
Donor In Honor of 
Sandra and Bob Seitz ................................................ Jo Ann Allen and Linda Shapiro— 
 WRJ Women of the Year 
Donor In Memory of 
Sandra and Bob Seitz ........................................................................... Charles Folkman 

ENDOWMENT FUND 
Donor In Honor of 
Jo Ann and Evan Allen .................................... Sandra and Bob Seitz’s 10th Anniversary 
 and Michele Milden and Michael 
 Wiener’s 25th Anniversary 
Donor In Memory of 
Juliet and Michael Bluestein ................................. Freda Bluestein and Herman Needle 
Kris Keydel ...................................................................... Hans Keydel and Doris Keydel 
Roger Smith ................................................................................................ Janet Collins 
Gail Lipkin ............................................................................................ Samuel Pavorsky 
Barbara Rosenfeld  ......................................... Bessie Bromson and Stephen Rosenfeld 
Marjorie Harris ............................................................................... Victoria Salomonsohn 
Jo Ann and Evan Allen .......................................................................... Charles Folkman 
Susan Rabin .......................................................................................... Harry Dangel, Jr. 

FAKOURY MUSIC FUND 
Donor In Appreciation of 
Matthew Morton .......................................................................... Cantor Jason Kaufman 
     Congregation Keneseth Israel 

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL FUND 
Donor In Memory of 
Lotte Goldman ................................................................ Siegfried and Lilli Goldman and 
 George Wohl 

THE LANDO FUND 
Donor In Honor of 
Julie Lando .................................................. The Beth El Caring Community Committee 

PLAYGROUND FUND 
Jennifer Helfman 
Ruth and Michael Folkman 

MARC S. ROSS SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Donor In Memory of 
Dawn and Jack Kaye ................................................................................ Harry Bressler 
Kathie Levitz ................................................................................. Laurel Schiffer Torgoff 
Sheldon Ezring .............................................................................................. Irene Ezring 
Shelli Ross ............................................................................................. Charlie Shockey 
 Charles Folkman 
 Janet Collins 

RABBI’S GOOD DEED FUND 
Donor In Honor of 
Angela and Dov Lutzker ......................................................... Zoe Lutzker’s Bat Mitzvah 
Donor In Memory of 
Marcy and Greg Babitz ............................................................................. Samuel Center 
Paul Wessel ........................................................................................ Rosemary Wessel 
Jennifer Helfman ................................................................................ Dr. Murry Helfman 
Anna and Peter Greenston ................................................................ Cheryl Bloomstein 
BE-WRJ Mah Jongg Group ......................................................................... Janet Collins 
Sheila Fieldman ..................................................................................... Goldie Fieldman 
Judy Stark ......................................................................................................... Carl Stark 
Joan Rineberg ................................... Jean Hartman, Mae Hartman and Harry Hartman 
Gloria Brissman ........................................................................................... Steven Levin 
BE-WRJ Mah Jongg Group .................................................................. Charles Folkman 
Nancy and Stuart Davis ........................................................................ Rebecca Strauss 
Illa Brown ................................................................................................. Sarah Pinhesik 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND 
Donor In Memory of 
Marjorie Levin .................................................. Mrs. Gladys and Cantor Frank B. Ruben 

SHAPIRO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Donor In Appreciation of 
Catherine and David Weinraub .......................................................... Mark Sommerfield 
Donor In Memory of 
Nancy Tobin .......................................................................................... Harold Sussman 
     Julie Dillinger 
     Tovah Ravitz-Meehan 
     Jeremy Flachs 
     Kimberly Warschaw 

SOCIAL ACTION FUND 
Donor In Appreciation of 
Art Gershman ........................................................................... Roger Smith’s friendship 
Donor In Support of 
Carol and Stan Citron ....................................................... Our adopted immigrant family 
     Janet Garber and Kris Keydel 
     Nancy and Greg Leisch 
     Jeremy Flachs 
     Arlene Tave and Colin Campbell 
     Linda Tolkan 
     Lucy Whitley 
     Judy and Charlie Kramer 
     Paula and Bill Whitacre 
     Carol Schrier-Polak and Rudy Polak 
     Enid and Jerry Liess 
     Kirsten and Scott Nathanson 
     Kelly Ross 
     Illa Brown 
     Myrna and Paul Beck 
     Dawn and Jack Kaye 
     Sandra and Mel Rosenblatt 
     Nava Ezra and Tilden Clark 
     Sarah Kline and Andrew Schechter 
     Annette Kilian 
     Nancy and Stuart Davis 
Beth El Brotherhood ............................................................... Oral Rehydration Therapy 
Donor In Memory of 
Jan Pomerantz and Everett Wilcox  ................................................... Everett Wilcox, Sr. 
 

Beth El Bulletin 

Thank you for your generous donations. No donation is too small. All donations are acknowledged in The Bulletin two months 
following their receipt. Acknowledgements are mailed with a minimum of $18 per person per acknowledgment.  
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Member News 
Mazal Tov to: 

Ethan Gotsch whose Odyssey of the Mind Team from 
George Washington Middle School went to the World 
Finals in Michigan in May 

Liz Brodie for winning the Ross Scholarship 

Julia Blethen for winning a Brotherhood scholarship 

Janet Garber for winning the Mintz Award 

Rebecca Kaye, who graduated in May from UNC at 
Chapel Hill with an MBA and is going to work at 
McKesson Corporation 

Hannah Kaye, who graduated in May from UNC at 
Greensboro/North Carolina A&T with a joint MSW 

Allison Kaye, who graduated in May from James Mad-
ison University with MAT and will be joining the Fair-
fax County Public Schools as a first grade teacher 

Carrie Kramer, who graduated from the University of 
Pittsburgh with a BA in Political Science and certifi-
cates in Arabic and Global Studies; she will do a sum-
mer internship at HIAS and then enter the Peace Corps 
in October 

Judy Jankowski on her retirement from the Arlington 
County School System 

Sydney Astrow, graduating from NVCC with her AAS 
in Veterinary Technology 

Condolences to: 

David Ratner on the death of his mother, Dorothy 
Scherzer 

Dan Rothschild, on the death of great uncle Robert 
Rothschild 

Judy Coulter and Eleanor Beckworth on the death of 
their mother, Jacqueline Rubenstein 

 

May the memory of the dear departed always be a 
blessing and inspiration to all who knew and loved 

them. 
 

May our synagogue community bring comfort to 
those who mourn them. 

 

May the families know of no more sorrow. 

Amen. 

C ONGRATULATIONS to David Itkin for 
coming up with a new name for the Can for 
Cans. Introducing the Bin of Bounty. BoB is  

our year-round food drive for ALIVE! (hunger 
doesn’t follow a calendar). 

These types of food are especially important: 
 Canned meat (tuna, chicken, beef stew, etc.) 
 Canned protein (tuna, chicken, beef stew, 

etc.) 
 Canned vegetables, beans, soups, and fruits 
 Cereal 

 
 

 Peanut butter (and jelly!) 
 Multiple meal staples such as rice, spaghetti, and  

other forms of pasta 
 Macaroni and cheese 
 Granola bars and healthy snacks for children 
What we do not need are large, economy sized products, 

Passover foods, or anything packaged in glass.  
Thank you for continuing to care for Alexandrians living 

with hunger. 

— Deborah Schaffer 
schaffer4@gmail.com 



 

 

Return of Friday Dinners 
with  

Old Friends and New 
Ones  

A S WE DID last summer, after early Friday Shab-
bat services and the oneg, those who wish will 
meet in the lobby and pick a restaurant.  

Early services will begin on June 23 and run through 
the end of August. 

And of course, our wine and cheese pre-onegs will con-
tinue — they’ll begin at 5:30 pm with the service at 6:30 
pm. 

 
— Linda Waller 

Mahj Mayhem 
Thank You 

T HANK YOU to all the Mahj Mavens who played and/or volun-
teered at WRJ’s Third Mahj Mayhem on April 23, 2017.  
Approximately $1,300 was raised to help Beth El Youth while 

having fun playing Mah Jongg differently, meeting new people, and 
winning prizes! We even attracted one male player to the event who 
loved it! 

This successful event could only happen because we had the follow-
ing wonderful helpers: Jeannette Astrow, Elissa Baum, Julienne 
Bramesco, Jane Kraft Burstein, Ruth Folkman, Janet Garber, Risa 
Gordon, Marcia Kohn, Sheryl Leeds, Anne Levy, Janet Platt, 
Shelli Ross, Arline Sachs, Donna Sachs, Sally Schneider, Francie 
Fox-Schweber, Sandra Seitz, Suzie Shalewitz, Lisa Van Wagner, 
and Susan Whitman. 

A special thank you goes to Jo Ann Allen and Michele Milden for 
co-chairing this successful event; to Sara Deshong for ordering the 
beautiful gifts that were used as door and raffle ticket prizes; and to the 
Beth El Maintenance Crew for all their help. 
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Beth El in Your  
Neighborhood 

R UTH PERLSTEIN will host our next Neighborhood Coffee on 
Sunday, June 25, 2:00 – 3:30 pm for the Annandale/Burke area 
(zip codes 22003 & 22015). Children welcome. You can RSVP 

directly to Ruth Perlstein at rperl8607@gmail.com. 
We have a Neighborhood Coffee in the works for August at Ilene 

Reiter’s home in the Springfield area. More information to follow. 
We are continuing to organize other Beth El in Your Neighborhood 

events in different geographic locations where you will have the oppor-
tunity to meet and schmooze with your neighbors at a home in your neigh-
borhood. If you are interested in hosting or attending such an event, please 
contact me.  

Thank you to the many members that have agreed to host a coffee so 
that we can continue these events through next year. If you have agreed to 
host, I have not forgotten about you and will contact you in August to or-
ganize dates throughout the new year. 

 
— Ruth Folkman 
rmfolk@mac.com 

Attention, 2017 
Graduates (or 
Their Parents) 

B ETH EL is proud of the accom-
plishments of all of its members 
graduating from high school or 

any institution of higher education in 2017 
and would like to honor them in the July 
Bulletin. We ask that all graduates, or one 
of their parents, send the following infor-
mation to Bulletin@bethelhebrew.org no 
later than June 10. 

1. Name of graduate 
2. School conferring degree or diploma 
3. Degree earned, honors if appropriate 
4. Plans for next life adventure (school, 

gap year, job, military, etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join Cantor Jason Kaufman, Temple Sinai’s two cantors, and 
three other local cantors to celebrate the stories of notable Jewish 
American figures in this funny and captivating revue featuring origi-
nal music by Broadway’s finest composers and lyricists. 

3 pm:    Reception featuring tea sandwiches, scones, and other de-
lectable treats 

4 pm:    Concert 

Click here to order tickets. 

Saturday, June, 11, 2017   3-6 pm 

Temple Sinai  
3100 Military Road 

Washington, DC 20015 

Tickets $36 

Page 21 Beth El Hebrew Congregation 



 

 

Page 22 

I N MARCH, the Virginia Department of Forestry 
announced that a three-month grant of $1,240 was 
awarded to Beth El Hebrew Congregation for plant-

ing Virginia native shrubs in the Chapel in the Woods. 
The Virginia Department of Forestry sponsors the Vir-
ginia Trees for Clean Water program, with funds from 
the US Forest Service’s Chesapeake Watershed Forestry 
Program and the Virginia Department of Conservation 
and Recreation. 

Now nearing completion, the grant was an in-kind 
matching program. Beth El volunteers reimbursed the 
state agency for the grant funds as they worked to plant 
and maintain the shrubs, and each hour of volunteer time 
was valued at $23 to count toward the matching grant. 
An exact accounting of how many hours were donated 
has not been made yet, but we are pleased to have ac-
complished the following:  
 In a little more than two hours, 16 students and five 

adults planted six American hollies and four rhodo-
dendrons on April 30. 

 At the very end of the April 30 workday, Justin and 
Jason La Kier came fresh from helping in the Reli-
gious School and, joined by father Philip, dug one 
more massive hole to help plant one more shrub: a 
huge Sweet Bay Magnolia with a root ball that 
weighed in excess of 100 pounds. Philip and other 
adults had dug holes for the other shrubs during a 
workday the previous Sunday.  

 Eight pre-K children and two teachers from the Beth 
El Early Childhood Learning Center pulled invasive 
garlic mustard for seven hours in May. 

These individuals represent just a handful of the folks 
contributing to the restoration of Beth El’s Acidic Oak-
Hickory Forest that houses its Chapel in the Woods.  

In addition to American hollies, Rhododendron Max-
imus and Sweet Bay Magnolia, a rare American chestnut 
seedling was planted. Towering American chestnuts 
were common in the Eastern United States at the turn of 
the 20th century but were nearly wiped out by a fungus 
blight. Now scientists are using several approaches to 
bring them back: crossing fruit from the few remaining 
specimens with Chinese chestnut trees, hybridizing 
blight-resistant trees, and using genetic tools to make 
American chestnut seeds blight resistant. Beth El’s seed-
ling is none of these, it is merely the third-generation 
offspring of a remaining American chestnut from West 
Virginia, so it is truly an experiment in bringing back a 
piece of the nation’s biologic heritage.  

The new shrubs and seedlings require maintenance 
until they get established. You can participate in the 
grant program by helping with that maintenance. Please 
attend chapel workdays from 10 to noon on the following 
Sundays: June 4, July 16, and Aug. 27. Please bring clip-
pers, shovels, trowels, and work gloves if you have them; 
other equipment will be provided. For more information, 
contact Nancy or Stuart Davis, 703 671-5906. 

Chapel in the Woods 2017 Grant Project  
Nears Completion 

Mature American chestnut tree 
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Do a good deed for your Congregation 
and, if you have a practice or a business, 

for yourself!

Advertise in the 
Bulletin!

Make it easier for Congregants to 
patronize your business.

E-mail bulletin@bethelhebrew.org for 
more information.
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Jewish National Fund Annual Community Breakfast at 
JCCNV, Sep. 10 

High Holy Days Memorial Service at Garden of Remem-
brance Memorial Park, Sep. 24 

Erev Rosh HaShanah/Rosh HaShanah, Sep. 20-21 

Erev Yom Kippur/Yom Kippur, Sep. 29-30 

Chapel in the Woods workdays, July 16 and Aug. 27 

Edlavitch DCJCC, Arthur Miller’s Broken Glass, June 
14-July 9 

Harry Potter as Sacred Text, Sixth and I, July 18 

Serve Others with Sixth and I and SOME (So Others 
Might Eat), July 19 

Israel Bonds 7th Annual Day at the Ballpark, July 20 

Alexandria Holocaust 
Memorial  

Robert Siegel,  
host of NPR’s  
All Things Considered  

Rabbi Isserow 

Cantor Kaufman 


