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July 2016 

T 
HE ANSWER. 

On Sunday June 

12, 2016, we cele-

brated Shavuot 

and the Beth El Confirma-

tion. The service was pre-

pared by the confirmation 

class with the help of our 

clergy and our confirmation teachers 

(Todd Levine and Mary Meyerson). Part 

of the Confirmation process is for the stu-

dents to write an essay on their thoughts 

about Confirmation. The service was 

beautiful and the essays were moving and 

meaningful. I have selected two to share 

with you because they eloquently answer 

the question- why do we support a reli-

gious school. I would be happy to send 

anyone an electronic copy of the service 

or the DVD. 

The ideas expressed by the confirm-

ands about their Jewish identity, values, 

and the importance of Jewish learning in 

Commitment to a Jewish Life 

these two documents remove any doubt, 

at least for me, as to why we invest so 

much of our precious resources in our 

religious school. Two of the confirmand 

essays are on page 12 of this Bulletin to 

give you insight into why we need dedi-

cated Jewish educators and the ultimate 

question - the value of Jewish learning at 

Beth El.  

 

Have a wonderful summer, 

Barry Smith,  

Director of Jewish Education 

Beth El Hebrew Congregation. 
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Rabbi’s Remarks 

I 
 AM WRITING this the day after Sha-

vuot, the day on which according to tra-

dition we celebrate our receiving of the 

Torah at Mount Sinai. And that is Torah 

with a capital “T”! Our sages maintain that it 

was not only the written Torah that was  

revealed to Moses on the mountain, but in 

fact the entire oral Torah as well. The latter 

continues to be “revealed” even today in the 

judgments and interpretations of the Rabbis. 

Thus Torah in its broadest sense  

embraces all of the moral and ethical wis-

dom that we have accumulated over the cen-

turies and is the repository on which we 

draw for guidance as we face the dilemmas 

of our own time.  

Like any other tradition which spans the 

centuries, there are both positive and nega-

tive examples that we can draw from. 

Changing norms, customs, and knowledge 

have greatly influenced how we conduct 

ourselves as individuals and as a  

community and being a minority for thou-

sands of years has lent its own perspective. 

Prejudice, discrimination, and centuries 

of persecution have all shaped our behavior-

al instinct and given us a deeper understand-

ing of what it is like to be on the  

receiving end of these evils. Hopefully the 

historical and communal scars we bear will 

remind us never to act in a way that causes 

pain or hurt to any other human being,  

especially when those actions are driven by 

prejudice and hate.  

One would also think, or at least hope, 

that the wider community would have 

learned from the Jewish experience and, 

having been exposed at least to the history 

of the Holocaust, would be aware of the 

dangers of legitimizing prejudice and hate 

directed toward any group of individuals. 

Unfortunately, judging by the rhetoric we 

hear from certain politicians, religious  

leaders, and civil servants, these lessons 

have patently not been learned. 

The results, I believe, are that xenopho-

bia, homophobia and racism (including anti-

Semitism) are all on the increase as are acts 

of violence directed toward those who fall, 

or are considered to fall, into any of the pop-

ulation groups to whom those and many oth-

er descriptions may apply. 

The recent massacre in Orlando is a case 

in point. It doesn’t really matter whether one 

classifies the attack as an act of terrorism or 

a hate crime. It certainly makes no differ-

ence to the victims. The deaths or injuries 

will haunt those families and the survivors 

for the rest of their lives and should, in every 

way, send a chilling warning to us of just 

how dangerous a climate has been created. 

This hardening attitude of intolerance 

now extends to many aspects of our society 

and it is increasingly evident in terms of  

political and social polarization. 

“Compromise” has become a dirty word and 

an indication of weakness rather than of  

being a sensible approach to achieving  

progress. 

Whether it be the finding of a way to 

keep firearms out of the hands of aspiring 

terrorists and psychologically disturbed indi-

viduals, or the appointment of judges to 

keep our legal system fully functional, this 

zero-sum approach can only lead to paraly-

sis and greater tragedy. Even worse is the 

distrust and outright anger that it generates 

which is too often aimed at convenient but 

usually innocent targets. 

Sadly, the mass murder of little children, 

teenagers, young adults, theater-goers, and 

all too many others, male and female, 

straight and gay, black, white and Hispanic, 

has made no inroads into this morass of un-

compromising intolerance. We continue to 

allow, if not encourage, hate speech, the 

denigration of the “other,” and the eroding 

of our most cherished values. 

When will we cry “Enough!”? When will 

we demand an end to this destructive spiral? 

Edmund Burke once remarked, “The only 

thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for 

good men to do nothing.” The choice is 

ours! How much longer can we afford to do  

nothing?  

 

Brett 

When will we 
cry “Enough!”? 
When will we 
demand an end 
to this destruc-
tive spiral? 
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I 
T'S THAT exciting time again! 

Please join the Beth El congregational 

choir for what will surely be another 

wonderful High Holiday season this fall.  

Once again, the choir will be conducted 

and led by Lauren Carpel. Lauren is an ex-

traordinary music teacher and conductor who 

is a very welcome addition to our communi-

ty.  With expertise, patience, and a great 

sense of humor, Lauren brings out the musi-

cian that lives in each of us.  

Whether you have been a long time mem-

ber of the choir, or are brand new to the Beth 

El community, you are invited to participate 

in the High Holiday choir this year.   

The choir provides not only a special mu-

sical outlet, but also a great way to learn the 

high holiday liturgy on a deeper level, while 

hanging out with a terrific group of individu-

als with all sorts of musical interests and ex-

periences.  

Please check review this schedule and 

contact the office to RSVP your attendance.  

All members post Bar/Bat Mitzvah age are 

welcome! 

I hope to see you at our first rehearsal! 

 

Cantor Jason Kaufman 

Judaica Shop Summer Schedule 
 

B 
ETH EL WRJ GIFT SHOP--Although summer is slow and easy, 

the gift shop is always ready to help with all your gift needs. We 

will be open 30 minutes before all summer services, so stop by to 

visit and pick up cards, candles, and browse our unique gift ideas.  

If that time does not work for you, contact Sara Deshong Rojas for us 

to open by appointment.  

Also, if you are looking for a wonderful way to get involved at Beth 

El, we are looking for a few dedicated volunteers to help in the shop. 

Whether you 
have been a 
long time 
member of the 
choir, or are 
brand new to 
the Beth El 
community, 
you are invited 
to participate 
in this year’s 
High Holiday 
choir.   

High Holiday Choir Schedule 

Tuesday, Aug. 9 

Thursday, Aug. 18 

Tuesday, Aug. 23 

Tuesday, Aug. 30 

Tuesday, Sept. 13 

Tuesday, Sept. 20 

Sunday, Sept. 25 

Thursday, Sept. 29  

 

 

 

Sunday, Oct. 2 

 

 

Monday, Oct. 3 

 

Thursday, Oct. 6 

 

 

 

Tuesday, Oct. 11 

 

 

Wednesday,  

Oct. 12 

choir rehearsal 

choir rehearsal 

choir rehearsal with quartet 

choir rehearsal 

choir rehearsal 

choir rehearsal with quartet 

choir rehearsal 

Rosh Hashanah dress  

rehearsal 

quartet with Eric 

choir with Lauren and Eric 

Erev Rosh Hashanah  

call—dinner 

Services 

Rosh Hashanah Services 

Call, quartet, no choir 

Yom Kippur dress  

rehearsal 

quartet with Eric 

choir with Lauren and Eric 

Erev Yom Kippur Services 

call—dinner 

services 

Yom Kippur Services 

call—quartet, no choir 

quartet and choir 

7-9:15 pm 

7-9:15 pm 

7-9:15 pm 

6-8:30 pm 

7-9:15 pm 

7-9:15 pm 

6-8:15 pm 

 

 

5-6:45 pm 

7-9:15 pm 

 

TBD 

8 pm 

9 am 

 

 

 

5-6:45 pm 

7-9:15 pm 

 

TBD 

8 pm 

 

9 am 

approx.  

4:30 pm 
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President’s Point of View 

I 
T SEEMS like only yesterday that  

Linda Waller passed the corkscrew and 

magic wand and my presidency began. 

I think your first year is kind of like being 

at the ocean where you get hit with a wave, 

and get back to your feet to get knocked 

over by the next wave. At least in my sec-

ond year, I think I will have a better idea of 

when and where the waves are going to hit!  

The presidency at Beth El is a big job, 

but it is not Herculean, particularly when 

you have so much great support. First, our 

clergy are knowledgeable about the day-to-

day operations of the synagogue and are 

there to make sure that the decisions we 

make are consistent with our Jewish and 

Beth El values. We are lucky to have staff 

that is always willing to go the extra mile to 

see that the officers stay on the right track 

and that our members are satisfied. I also 

have been blessed with an inquisitive and 

active Board of Directors. In addition, the 

past-presidents have been trusted advisors 

and shoulders to lean on (and sometimes to 

cry on)!  

I have learned so much in my first year 

and I am optimistic and excited about the 

year to come. Our strategic planning initia-

tives are starting to bear fruit, and I cannot 

wait to see the outcome of our dues experi-

ment (preliminary data is looking good). 

Our new Ways and Means committee will 

kick off shortly and we have a number of 

development experts who are going to help 

us take a hard look at our income and how 

to raise it. The renewal of contracts with 

clergy and the Education Director mean 

that we will have stable leadership for the 

near future. And we are beginning to look 

at all the ways we communicate with our 

congregants and the larger Jewish commu-

nity to see how we can improve and  

develop a larger footprint in the region. 

My daughters are volunteers, just like 

their mother. We have often discussed the 

benefits of volunteering your time, and 

have concluded that the benefits so far out-

weigh the drawbacks that volunteering is 

almost a selfish act. I thank you all for your 

trust, your understanding, and your patience 

when I stumble. I endeavor to be the presi-

dent that this congregation deserves and 

that you have come to expect. Best wishes 

for a restful summer! 

 

Julienne Bramesco 

I thank you all 

for your trust, 

your under-

standing, and 

your patience 

when I stum-

ble. I endeavor 

to be the presi-

dent that this 

congregation 

deserves and 

that you have 

come to  

expect.  

Are you interested in a social action project? If so, Beth El House can help you find a place 

to use your skills and talent to help families achieve sustainable independence. We’re looking 

for an accountant to give about 10 hours a month. If you’re interested, please contact  

Melonie Barrow, Beth El House Executive Director, at Melonie.barrow@gmail.com). 
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Inclusion Committee Meeting August 7 – 

All are Welcome! 

P 
LEASE JOIN Beth El's Inclusion Committee on 

Sunday, Aug. 7, 2016 at 11:00 am in the multi-

purpose room for a general meeting. We'll dis-

cuss exciting, upcoming events as well as progress on 

other initiatives and goals. All are welcome. 

 

FILM FESTIVAL SNEAK PEEK:  

ANITA on Sept. 11, 4 pm 

On Sunday, Sept. 11, at 4 pm, the Inclusion Com-

mittee and Women of Reform Judaism are presenting 

the critically acclaimed film Anita, in cooperation with 

the JCCNV. Anita is the captivating story of a young  

woman with Down syndrome who lives a routine life in 

Buenos Aires, being meticulously cared for by her 

mother, until one tragic morning when everything 

changes. Anita finds herself alone, lost, and confused 

after the 1994 bombing of their Jewish Community 

Center (the nearby Argentine Israelite Mutual Associa-

tion, the deadliest bombing in Argentina's history). As 

Anita wanders through the city, she learns to care for 

herself and touches the lives of all those with whom she 

comes into contact.  

Following the movie, we welcome special guest, 

John Franklin Stephens, a self-advocate who has Down 

syndrome and is a Special Olympics Global Messenger. 

He first spoke out in a 2008 essay called “Using the 

Word 'Retard' to Describe Me Hurts." In 2012, he 

wrote an open letter to conservative commentator Ann 

Coulter, after she used the "r-word" as a slur. Frank, as 

he’s known to friends, has gone on to speak about dis-

crimination all over the country. He has also been in 

the spotlight as a model, actor, and screenwriter. 

Frank will talk about his life and goals and answer 

questions.  

Admission: Free of charge, but please RSVP to 

AnitaPreview.brownpapertickets.com. Light refresh-

ments will be served.  

This presentation is a as a sneak peek event for the 

2016 ReelAbilities Film Festival. The ReelAbilities 

Festival is the largest U.S. film festival dedicated to 

promoting an appreciation of people with disabilities.  

 

BRUNCH/KEYNOTE SPEAKER:  

Pamela Schuller on Oct. 23, 4 pm 

Author of the widely read op-ed, I'm Not Your 

Mitzvah Project, Pamela Schuller is an inclusion  

specialist for the Union of Reform Judaism's youth 

programs and regional director of youth engagement 

for the NJ/NY Garden Empire Region. Using story-

telling and laughter, Pamela will describe her extraor-

dinary experiences growing up with a disability and 

her different way of viewing inclusion.  

 

We hope you will come to our Aug. 7, 11 am, In-

clusion Committee meeting. Whether you have ideas 

or expertise relevant to disability or are just interested 

in what we are doing, please join our discussion. 

 

Jeanne Holden 

Inclusion Committee Chair 

Treat no one lightly and think nothing is useless, for everyone has a moment and everything has a place.  

 

 — Pirkei Avot (Ethics of our Fathers), 4:3 

Culture Club—Phillips Collection 

C 
OOL OFF on July 15 at the Phillips, one of Washington's wonderful art gems!  We'll meet in the foyer at 

10:30 am to view at least two of the fabulously curated exhibits of artists William Merritt Chase and Karel 

Appel.  Please check the website for more information on admission and the exhibits: 

www.phillipscollection.org.  At the museum the group will decide whether to lunch there or continue on to Shirling-

ton. 

Culture Club has no roster -- all adult Beth El members and their guests are welcome to participate in these  

monthly culture adventures.  Just let me know if we should watch for you (stafm@aol.com). 

Meryl Goldhammer 

http://anitapreview.brownpapertickets.com/
http://www.phillipscollection.org
mailto:stafm@aol.com
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overwhelming success of these events through your 

attendance and financial support, we are grateful to 

report that we were able to contribute to almost every-

thing we had budgeted. We could not have done it 

without you. 

In June, we hosted a well attended potluck  

dinner followed by a special presentation by “The 

Friends of Guest House,” a program that helps transi-

tion women formerly incarcerated for non-violent 

crimes into productive members of society. Guest 

House is similar to Beth El House in that it provides 

opportunities to learn life skills, support, and access to 

services they may not know about. We are grateful to 

executive director of “Friends of Guest House,” Kari 

Galloway, and Terry, a graduate of Guest House, for 

sharing their stories and passion for this organization. 

The residents of Guest House were grateful for the 

leftovers we sent them from our potluck. 

We look forward to another successful year in 

2016-2017 which begins with our continued knitting 

club, Carpenters Shelter food prep and serving, and 

mah jongg programs during the summer months. You 

can drop in for mah jongg, but to ensure we have at 

least one table per session, a sign up list through Sign-

Up Genius is in place. Please contact Susan Whit-

man at susangwhitman@gmail.com for more infor-

mation on inclusion to the Sign-Up Genius list. 

 

Have a great summer, 

Jeanette Astrow 

WRJ President 

 

Upcoming dates: 

 July 10 and 24 – Knitting 

 July 25 (Monday) – Carpenters Shelter  

cooking and serving 

 Mah Jongg – Tuesday, Thursday, and  

Sunday 

T 
HIS MONTH’S theme is thanks and giving. 

Mazel tov to Rabbi Isserow for giving 25 

years of service to the rabbinate. We are 

grateful to have him as our spiritual leader and men-

tor. In honor of this momentous occasion, Beth El’s 

Women of Reform Judaism wanted to give some-

thing meaningful and lasting. Under the guidance of 

Shelli Ross and Joyce Gordon, two of Sisterhood’s 

past presidents, and Rabbi Isserow we asked our 

sisters to make a donation to WRJ to help defray the 

cost of making the doors of Beth El’s two main 

bathrooms handicapped accessible. I want to thank 

you for your generosity. We were thrilled to present 

a check to Rabbi Isserow’s “Rabbi’s Good Deed 

Fund” for the entire proposed amount of the project. 

Along with the doors, we also dedicated the rabbi’s 

lectern to Rabbi Isserow in honor of his 25 years in 

the rabbinate. 

If you missed Soul Shabbat in June when we 

celebrated Rabbi’s Isserow’s 25 years, you missed a 

fabulously uplifting event. From my perspective, 

every effort was done with the humility that Rabbi 

Isserow exudes but with the love and honor that he 

deserves – a nearly full sanctuary; beautiful music 

from Cantor Kaufman, the adult choir, and our 

High Holy Day professional singers; wine... And 

what would a Jewish celebration be without food – 

lots of food. Thank you to Brotherhood and its nu-

merous volunteers for a delicious meal before the 

service and to our fantastic sisters who provided a 

delectable home baked oneg afterward. EVERY-

THING was enjoyed by all!! Thank you to all of our 

bakers for lovingly baking for this event. Special 

thanks to Jo Ann Allen for coordinating the dessert 

donations and the volunteers who helped plate  

prior to the event. And none of this would be possi-

ble without the behind-the-scenes hard work of our 

office and maintenance staffs who worked tirelessly 

before, during, and after the event. Absolutely won-

derful!! 

 At our WRJ June board meeting, typically we 

are nearing the end of our fiscal year. We look at 

what our budgeted expenses are and what our in-

come for the year was. Of the expenses, we priori-

tize those that we feel obligated to pay (our respon-

sibility to our Beth El community) and those that 

would be nice to give (charitable contributions in 

the greater community and nationally). Because of 

your generosity in membership, and the hard work 

of those who organized our fundraisers, and the 

WRJ News 

mailto:susangwhitman@gmail.com
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T 
HANK YOU to the Brotherhood Board, 

Brotherhood members, and numerous volun-

teers for your physical, financial, and cere-

bral contributions, all of which resulted in an ex-

tremely successful 2015-2016 fiscal year.  

Brotherhood hosted, organized, and sponsored a 

wide variety of social, community and educational 

activities. This past year we  

implemented our Sunday morning free bagel and cof-

fee gatherings that included a Public Policy Forum 

on The Snowden Impact and a Sports Forum on Ha-

vana Hardball. We partnered with Beth El’s Inclu-

sion Committee in their ReelAbilities film event, and 

have additional cooperative activities planned for 

next year. Additionally, Brotherhood hosted and ca-

tered the 58th annual Beth El-Fairlington Interfaith 

Dinner and organized and catered our annual free-for

-the-ladies Mother’s Day Brunch. 

Brotherhood continued its sponsorship of Men’s 

Softball (they currently boast a 7-3-2 record, but 

could easily have been 11-2). Our support for Beth 

El’s Chapel in the Woods was greatly expanded, re-

sulting in an  

immensely beautified outdoor Chapel area and re-

claimed woods that house our pre-school’s Fairy 

Garden. Brotherhood volunteers took the lead in 

building our Temple Sukkah and in organizing the 

hugely fun  

Purim Carnival. In early June Brotherhood once 

again hosted—free of charge—Beth El’s annual end-

of-year Religious School cook-out. A special thank-

you to griller lead, Fred Reiner, and volunteers Ron 

Sturman, Todd Bolick, Henry Brooks, Mitch  

Eisman, Jeremy Flachs, Simon Gershman, Leena 

Heilizer, Matt, Noah and Benjamin Mutterperl, 

Bill Schneider, and Norm Starler. Your efforts kept 

the rain away. 

Completing our 37th year of service, Brotherhood 

Catering served delicious meals for eleven Beth El 

family simchas, the largest number of catering events 

that we have been able to offer in any single recent 

year. We finished the year by catering the bat mitz-

vah luncheon reception for Danielle Sassin. Thank 

you for trusting Brotherhood with your important 

simcha! Huge thanks to our chefs Joel Bernstein 

and Jake Gallun, and other volunteers Judy Jan-

kowski, Jeanette Astrow, Henry Brooks, An-

nette Kilian, Roberto Mosse, Matt Mutterperl, 

Bob Shaver, Glenn Siegal, Jerry Terlitzky, and 

Rhubarb Woodmansee. To learn more about 

Brotherhood catering, contact us at  

catering@bethelhebrew.org. 

Brotherhood also provided substantial  

financial contributions in support of Beth El pro-

grams and needs, most importantly to our Reli-

gious School and Beth El youth. Such gifts have 

allowed the School to hire a Special Needs Coor-

dinator and purchase cutting-edge educational 

technology. Dedicated funds were used to pur-

chase b'nei mitzvah Kiddush cups and Judaica 

books for Confirmation graduates. Contributions 

were made to Beth El House, George Mason Hil-

lel, and ORT; and holiday appreciation gifts were 

given to Beth El office and maintenance staff. 
Our policy initiatives included the adoption of 

a triple chai ($54) membership  

category, in addition to double chai ($36). Regu-

lar membership remains a dime a day, but your 

willingness to give just a little more would be 

greatly appreciated and—as you can see—well 

used.  

Hope you have a very enjoyable summer! 

John Jankowski 

Brotherhood President 

brotherhood@bethelhebrew.org 

Brotherhood News 

mailto:catering@bethelhebrew.org
mailto:brotherhood@bethelhebrew.org
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Bailey’s Shelter 

Dear Volunteers,  

T 
HANK YOU all for participat-

ing this year with helping to 

feed the homeless at Bailey's 

Shelter. Our season has come to a 

close. To recap: we started on Oct. 11 

and served 16 meals, including ones 

on Thanksgiving weekend, Christmas 

morning, the blizzard, Valentine's 

Day, Easter, and Mother's Day. Who 

knew so many holidays would fall on 

Sundays??  

Fifteen individuals and families 

stepped up to the plate to serve ap-

proximately 900, well-balanced, nutri-

tious, and delicious, not to mention 

filling and homemade (with some se-

cret shortcuts) meals. We have 

some fine cooks! 

Congratulations to our five 

teens (Tristan, Nathan, Jake, 

Zoe, and Garrett) for assisting 

with shopping, cooking, and 

serving. I'm sure the guests ap-

preciated the kindness and ma-

turity that you exhibited. I know 

that I did. 

Thanks also to Arlene,  

Nancy, Ellen, and Susan for 

providing this past Sunday's 

meal. We didn't have a big 

crowd, which, I guess is good 

news. 

Finally, thank you for making 

 

 

 

W 
E REALLY appreciate all of the contributions members have made to make Beth El a truly caring com-

munity.  

Do you know of a congregant who is ill or in need of assistance? The Caring Community can provide 

visits, transportation, meals, assistance with funerals and shivas, a friendly ear, and resources for managing life 

events. All services are confidential and free of charge. If you need assistance or information, please call the Beth El 

office at 703-370-9400, Ruth Perlstein at 703-978-9341, or Pamela Zitron at 703-739-0161.  

Have any of you had a good experience with home health care or other service? Please let Pamela Zitron 

(zitronspks@aol.com) know. She would like to develop a list of Beth El recommended resources along with the many 

resources she maintains.  

Caring Community 

Beth El Bulletin July 2016 

this such a rewarding experience 

for me. It's been very special to 

spend time among friends, old 

and new, doing something that 

makes a difference. We might 

not be changing the world, but 

we are making the world a bet-

ter place for a few people for a 

short time twice a month. 

See you in a few months. 

Our first meal will be Sept. 12. 

I'll send out an email in  

August to get us organized. 

Have a wonderful summer!   

 

Julie  

 

A new wine tasting group has formed and still has availability 

for interested participants. The first tasting will take place Sept. 

18 at 7 pm. Location to be announced. For more information, 

contact Harmony Knutson at hknutson@earthlink.net (202-256

-4133).  

New Wine Tasting Group Kicks 

Off in September 

mailto:zitronspks@aol.com
mailto:hknutson@earthlink.net


 

 

Wednesday, July 13,  

10:30 am-noon 

Presented by Mike Perel, formerly 

with the National Highway Traffic 

Safety Administration  

As many of us get older, we wor-

ry about driving safely. But does our 

performance actually change much? 

Do older adults drive less safely than 

young adults? Mike will present a 

fun and interactive look at staying 

safe behind the wheel for as long as 

possible. He also will talk about 

CARFIT, a program that offers older 

adults the opportunity to check how 

well their personal vehicles “fit” 

them. If time and weather permits, 

Mike will take us outside to show us 

how to make safety adjustments in 

the car. In addition, he will talk 

about what options are available if 

you are unable to drive. If driving is 

important to you, this program will 

help you remain safe and  

independent.  

Wednesday, July 27,  

10:30 am-noon 

Presented by: Irene Weiss, J mem-

ber, Holocaust survivor, volunteer 

speaker for the United States Holo-

caust Memorial Museum 

Irene Weiss recently testified in a 

German courtroom against former 

SS Sgt. Oskar Groening for his be-

ing an accessory to 300,000 murders 

at Auschwitz in 1944. Groening ad-

mitted to collecting luggage and val-

uables from those transported to 

Auschwitz by train, but stated that 

he did not kill anyone. Irene and oth-

er survivors testified in court in Ger-

many and helped to convict 

Groening, who was sentenced to 

four yours in prison. Irene will de-

scribe her experiences in the camps 

and of testifying against Groening 

last year and at another trial this past 

February. Irene spoke at the J last 

year to an overflow crowd, and her 

amazing story was featured on CBS 

Sunday Morning in 2013. This is an 

extremely important program that all 

should attend…young and old alike! 

Wednesday, August 31,  

10:30 am-1 pm 

Biography | 2015 | 120 minutes 

The film Trumbo tells the true 

story of Dalton Trumbo (Bryan 

Cranston), one of Hollywood's top 

screenwriters until he refused to tes-

tify before the House Un-American 

Activities Committee (HUAC) in 

1947. Trumbo was accused of al-

leged communist ties in the motion 

picture business along with other 

prominent screenwriters and direc-

tors who became known as the Hol-

lywood Ten. They received jail sen-

tences and were banned from work-

ing for the major Hollywood studios. 

After spending 11 months in prison, 

Dalton wrote 30 scripts under a 

pseudonym, including Academy 

Award winners Roman Holiday 

(1953) and The Brave One (1956). 

In 1960, Trumbo returned trium-

phantly to the spotlight with the 

films Exodus and Spartacus. 

Trumbo’s story features celebrities 

from gossip columnist Hedda Hop-

per (Helen Mirren) to John Wayne, 

Kirk Douglas and Otto Preminger. 

Cranston was nominated for a Gold-

en Globe and Academy Award for 

his role as Trumbo. 

After the movie, stay and enjoy 

our end-of-the-year snacks and ice 

cream sundaes. What a great way to 

end the summer season! 

Fee: $7/$5 J or synagogue member  

Code: #7477 

RSVP: Submit payment and regis-

tration form to the J, Attn: Shelly 

Rosenstein. Make check payable 

to JCCNV with “8/31” on memo 

line. 

 

Sunday, September 11,  

3 pm–5 pm at the JCC 

Documentary | 2013 | 96 minutes  

Contact: 

Shelly.Rosenstein@jccnv.org, 

703.537.3062  

Nicholas Winton has been dubbed 

“Britain’s Schindler,” and his story 

of rescuing 669 Czech and Slovak 

children before the outbreak of 

World War II was little-known until 

1988, when his wife found a suitcase 

full of documents and transport 

plans in their attic. The film, Nicky’s 

Family, uses a combination of ar-

chival footage, photographs, reenact-

ments, and interviews with survi-

vors. Dozens of Winton's "children" 

have been found and his “family” 

has grown to almost 6,000 people. 

Fee: $10 in advance/ $14 at the 

door  

Code #: 7458  

RSVP: Submit payment and regis-

tration form to the J, or call 

703.323.0880.  

All Beth El/JCCNV events are $4/$2 for 

J or synagogue members unless noted 

otherwise. Coffee, tea, and dessert will 

be provided. 

To RSVP or get more information for all 

Beth El/JCCNV events, please contact 

Shelly.Rosenstein@jccnv.org, 

703.537.3062  

The Keys to Safe Driving 

Testifying at a Nazi Trial – A First 

Person Account 

Film – Trumbo and End of Sum-

mer Ice Cream Sundaes 

The Pentagon Tour on  

Wednesday, Aug. 3 is full. 
Film: Nicky’s Family - The Amaz-

ing Story of “Britain’s Schindler” 

 

Special guest appearance by Alice 

Masters, one of 669 Jewish chil-

dren saved by Sir Nicholas Winton  

Beth El/JCCNV Events 
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~  July 2016 ~ Sivan/Tammuz  ~ 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Portion 

 1 Canada Day 
5:30-6:30p Wine and Cheese  
   Pre-Service    Oneg 

6:30-7:30p Erev Shabbat Service 

 

Candle lighting 8:12p 

2 World UFO Day 
9-10:30a Torah Study 

10:30a Shabbat Morning Service 

11a-12p Tot Shabbat  

 

Havdalah  9:20p 

Numbers 12:1-15:41 
Joshua 2:1-24 

3  
1-4p Bridge 

4 Independence  

    Day 
OFFICE CLOSED 

5  
1:30-3:30 WRJ Mah  
   Jongg 

7-10p Executive  
   Committee Meeting 

6 National Fried  

    Chicken Day 
 

7 Chocolate Day 
6:30-8:30p WRJ Mah  
   Jongg 

7-11p Bridge 

 

8  
5:30-6:30p Wine and Cheese  
   Pre-Service Oneg 

6:30-7:30p Erev Shabbat Service 

 
 

Candle lighting 8:10p 

9  
9-10:30a Torah Study 

10:30a Shabbat Morning Service 

 

 

 

Havdalah  9:18p 

Numbers 16:1-18:32 
1 Samuel 11:14-12:22 

10 Teddy Bear Picnic 

       Day 
10a-12p Chapel in the  
   Woods workday 

1-4p Bridge 

11 World  

      Population Day 
5:30-6:30p Wine and 

12 Pecan Pie Day 
1:30-3:30 WRJ Mah  
   Jongg 

 

13  
Beth El/JCCNV  
   Program: The  
   Keys to Safe  
   Driving 

14 National Nude Day 
6:30-8:30p WRJ Mah  
   Jongg 

7-11p Bridge 

 

15  
10:30a Culture Club meets at the  
   Phillips Collection 

5:30-6:30p Wine and Cheese  
   Pre-Service Oneg 

6:30-7:30p Erev Shabbat Service 

 

Candle lighting 8:07p 

16  
9-10:30a Torah Study 

10:30a Shabbat Morning Service 

 

 
 
 
 

Havdalah  9:14p 

Numbers 19:1-22:1 
Judges 11:1-33 

17 National Ice Cream  

        Day 
8:30-10a Brotherhood  
   Board Meeting 

1-4p Bridge 

18  
 

19  
1:30-3:30 WRJ Mah  
   Jongg 

7-10p Board of Directors 
   Meeting 

7:30p DCJCC Program: 
   The Stars and Stripes 

20 Moon Day 
 

21  
6:30-8:30p WRJ Mah 
    Jongg 

7-11p Bridge 

 

22  
5:30-6:30p Wine and Cheese  
   Pre-Service Oneg 

6:30-7:30p Erev Shabbat Service 

 

 

Candle lighting 8:02p 

23 National Hot Dog  

       Day 
9-10:30a Torah Study 

10:30a Shabbat Morning Service 

11a-12p Tot Shabbat 

 

Havdalah  9:09p 

Numbers 22:3-25:9 
Micah 5:6-6:8 

24 Cousins Day 
1-4p Bridge 

25  
10a-1p Carpenters  
   Shelter Food Prep 

 

26  
1:30-3:30 WRJ Mah  
   Jongg 

 

27  
Beth El/JCCNV 
   Program:  
   Testifying at a  
   Nazi Trial 

28  
6:30-8:30p WRJ Mah  
   Jongg 

7-11p Bridge 

29 National Lasagna  
       Day 
5:30-6:30p Wine and Cheese  
   Pre-Service Oneg 

6:30-7:30p Erev Shabbat Service 

 

Candle lighting 7:55p 

30 International Day of  
       Friendship 
9-10:30a Torah Study 

10:30a Shabbat Morning Service 

 

 

Havdalah  9:02p 

Numbers 25:10-30:1 
1 Kings 18:46-19:21 

31  
1-4p Bridge 

                                                                                                                                                    

July 4 is not ONLY US Independence Day! It is also the day West Point opened in 1802; 
Giuseppe Garibaldi unified Italy in 1807; Thomas Jefferson and John Adams both died in 1826; 
the US National Park Service was founded in 1867; President Calvin Coolidge was born in 1872; 
Lou Gehrig retired from baseball in 1939; the 50-star US flag debuted in 1960; Israeli 
commandos carried out the raid on Entebbe; Nazi Klaus Barbie was convicted in 1987; 
Pathfinder landed on Mars in 1997; the Higgs boson discovery was announced in 2012. Wow!!! 

May the sun in his course visit no land more free, more happy, more 

lovely, than this our own country!  ~Daniel Webster 
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Two Confirmand Essays 
There are many things I could say when it comes to 

what confirmation means to me. I could say that it’s 

completing my time in Hebrew school. I could say it’s 

about really becoming one with the congregation. I 

could also say that I never have to get up early on Sun-

days again or that I now know how our brain functions 

(which I never want to mention again. EVER.) But 

that’s not what I want to say.  

There are some of us that have been here since kin-

dergarten. More people came in through 1st grade, 3rd 

grade, 4th grade, 5th grade, and 6th grade. It has been 

quite a journey to reach this point in our lives. We all 

went to each other’s b’nai mitzvahs, we led services 

together on many an occasion, and we’ve even traveled 

overseas as a group! Having had as many experiences 

together as we have, it’s no question we’re all still here 

and about to finish out confirmation.  

This year has acted as a reminder as to why we all 

came in the door to our classroom at 10 a.m. on Sept. 

27, 2015. We had more opportunities to grow closer as 

a group, from our retreats in Oct. and Apr. to L’Taken 

in March. We were a tight knit group before this class, 

but the bond we have is truly solidified.  

In my eyes, confirmation has acted as a formal last 

hurrah with the class. Although this may be the end of 

our classroom time, it's only the beginning of our life 

journeys. And this is what confirmation has meant to 

me; being able to experience and reminisce about the 

past 11 years with those I’ve spent them with. 

Caroline Schneider 

 

Confirmation is defined in the Merriam-Webster 

Dictionary as “a religious ceremony admitting a person 

to full privileges in a church or synagogue.” But this is 

just the definition pertaining to religion. I prefer another 

definition found in this same dictionary, “the act of giv-

ing approval.” I feel that by participating in confirma-

tion, I am approving of the Jewish faith and culture for 

my present-self, future-self, and future family.  

I am accepting Judaism as the religion and culture 

that I’d like to follow for the rest of my life. In addition, 

I will now join the Jewish community, a world-wide 

community where I can always feel accepted. I look 

forward to my future children feeling the special bond 

of this extended family.  

I am confident that Judaism teaches life lessons and 

skills that you use in your everyday life, not just reli-

gious life. These life lessons include getting along with 

a community, such as at retreats, learning people skills 

at events like L’Taken, or just fundamental human val-

ues taught throughout your whole life from young Jew-

ish child to Jewish adult. I am comforted in knowing 

that I will have the lessons that Judaism has taught me 

to help guide my own children someday.    

Confirmation also means to me that I am finishing 

what I’ve started. My family joined Beth El when I was 

six years old. Ever since then I’ve always enjoyed go-

ing to “Hebrew School.” Throughout my ten years of 

studies, I’ve made great friendships and learned so 

many valuable lessons. I really loved studying and pre-

paring for my Bar Mitzvah. That was a special day of 

my life that I will never forget.  

Afterwards, ending my Jewish studies never crossed 

my mind. Of course I’d take confirmation classes, now 

we would focus on interesting issues and perspectives 

related to Judaism AND I didn’t want to stop seeing my 

classmates. I wasn’t “finished.” However, I do have to 

admit that fitting confirmation into my schedule was 

challenging at times, especially when trying to balance 

school, sports, band, and other activities. This final 

year, my goal was to focus and finish strong, trying to 

master my Torah portion for the confirmation service, 

being a leader at L’Taken, taking my time to make sure 

my prayer interpretation was on point. The confirma-

tion journey was an awesome learning experience that 

helped me grow into a more mature and well-rounded 

person. I am proud that my efforts helped contribute to 

today’s special service for our temple members. 

Overall, I’d say that confirmation wouldn’t be the 

same without friends to be there with me. Part of what 

made confirmation enjoyable, along with the great trips 

and lessons, was the group of people that participated in 

the class. To this day, Mary struggles to keep us on 

topic because we’re always having side conversations 

about other things going on in our lives. That’s what 

confirmation boils down to me at the end of the day: 

Not only are you sticking with Judaism, but the Jewish 

community and the fantastic people in it, for the rest of 

your life! 

Seth Lewis 
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Beth El Hebrew  

Congregation and  

Westminster Presbyterian 

Church  

Interfaith Trip to Israel 

        Apr. 26-May 7, 2017 
Led by Rabbis Brett Isserow and Jack Moline 

and Reverends Larry and Maggie Hayward 

Highlights 

 Caesarea 

Sea of Galilee  

 Tsfat artists' colony 

 The Golan Heights 

 Yigal Alon Museum 

 The Mount of Beatitudes 

 The Jordan Valley and the border with Jordan 

 The Beit She'an National Park 

 Nazareth 

 A Druze village in the Carmel Mountains 

 The Baha'i Gardens and gold-domed Shrine of  

       the Bab 

 Tel Aviv 

  The Old City of Jaffa 

 The museum at the new Rabin Center 

 Join Israelis in the streets of Tel Aviv  

 

       celebrating Independence Day 

 Jerusalem 

 The Mount of Olives 

 The Via Dolorosa 

 Bethlehem and the Church of the Nativity 

 The Yad Vashem complex 

 The Dead Sea 

 Masada 

 The Israel Museum 

Please let the office know if you are interested 

in joining this tour! 

Jewish Plays Project Playwriting Contest Winner! "Best New Jewish Play of 2016"  

Redder Blood                                A new play by Helen Pafumi  

A world premiere co-production between  

The Hub Theatre and the Jewish Community Center of Northern Virginia  

 

July 8 - July 31, 2016 

Friday 8 pm | Saturday 8 pm | Sunday 2 pm & 7 pm  

 

God just won’t let up. Sadie has heard the voice of God her entire life. But she has never answered back, after all, why 

her? As her parent’s marriage crumbles, and her own love interest takes off, Sadie’s life takes a comical turn toward the 

absurd. And in the midst of it all she must come to terms with her own worth and whether or not it’s time to let in the 

voice. 

The Hub Theatre performs at the John Swayze Theatre at the New School of Northern Virginia, 9431 Silver King Court, 

Fairfax, Virginia 22031. Tickets: $20-$30.  

Buy Single Tickets (https://www.boxofficetickets.com/bot/wa/event?id=304563) 

https://www.boxofficetickets.com/bot/wa/event?id=304563


 

 

Page 14 

Beth El Bulletin July 2016 

Member News 

Condolences to: 

Edward Akselrad and Jaqueline Zuker-Akselrad 

on the death of Edward’s sister, Barbara Gordon 

 

May the memory of the dear departed always be 

a blessing and inspiration to all who knew and 

loved them.  

 

May our synagogue community bring comfort to 

those who mourn them. 

 

May the families know of no more sorrow.  

Amen. 

Welcome New Members: 

Faith Mendik 

Deborah and James Hughes,  and Avery 

Mazel Tov to: 

Andrew and Joanne Rhodes and Todd Bolick on the birth 

of new granddaughter Madelyn Ember Bolick, who joins 

parents Evan and Colleen Bolick and big brother Ridley 

Inside Story Headline 

Do a good deed for your Congregation and, if you 

have a practice or a business, for yourself! 

Advertise in the Bulletin! 

Make it easier for Congregants to patronize your busi-

ness. E-mail bulletin@bethelhebrew.org for more in-

formation. 

THIS COULD BE YOUR AD! 

$180 

mailto:bulletin@bethelhebrew.org


 

 

Give your preschooler the gift of a great learning experience, 

new friends and lots of fun! 

Registration for Preschool 

For Fall 2016 is now OPEN! 

Our Preschool offers part time and full time programs for students who are 2, 3 or 4 years old by Sep. 30., and, a 

new full time toddler program for students who are 16-23 months.  

The ECLC is licensed by the state of Virginia and is open to all members of the community. 

For more information or to set up a tour, please contact  

Director Dina Backer at 703-537-3084 or dina.backer@jccnv.org. 

We are growing, growing, growing so don’t delay! 
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Chapel in the Woods 
Plan to attend workdays scheduled throughout the summer on Sundays, July 10, and Aug. 14 from 10 a.m. to noon. 

Please bring work gloves, and clippers if you have them. Other equipment will be provided. If you have Virginia na-

tive plants in your garden and would like to donate them, or for more information, contact todd.bolick@gmail.com. 

Prior workdays have been productive and successful.  To day we have: 

 Pruned, weeded and fertilized the front flower beds. 

 Transplanted Carolina jasmine and Virginia native honeysuckle vines to the trellis. 

 Planted spiderwort, partridge berry, heuchera, an azalea, a rhododendron, two wild  

hydrangeas and wood poppies.  

 Installed a second drip hose to extend the test garden. 

 Planted two redbud trees. One has been outfitted with another gator bag.  

 Cut a significant amount of ivy and other invasive species.  

DCJCC Summer Events 

mailto:dina.backer@jccnv.org
mailto:todd.bolick@gmail.com
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The Congregation Gratefully Acknowledges the Following Donations 

ARNOLD G. FINK LEARNING CENTER & LIBRARY FUND 

Donor In Memory of 

Myra Roney Fred Grunwald 

Florence Foelak Harold Foelak 

Nancy and Lawrence Peters Andrea and Robert Adeson 

  

BETH EL GENERAL FUND 

Donor In Appreciation of 

Alice Lowenthal Beth El Caring Community Committee 

Rabbi Ellen Lippmann Rabbi Isserow’s unveiling  

1 service for John Lippmann 

Donor In Memory of 

Leona And Doug Johnson Hilda Keil 

Rosalind Newman Lester Kanarek 

Alice Lowenthal Helen and Peter Weiner 

William Kramer Irving Kramer 

Ellen Gallagher Brian Gallagher 

 

ENDOWMENT FUND 

Donor  
Erika Danty 

Donor In Honor of 

Judy and John Jankowski The marriage of Jay Lucas  

 and Max Berman 

Donor In Memory of 

Annette Kilian Louis Lindenberg 

Barbara Rosenfeld Stephen S. Rosenfeld & Bessie Bromson 

Kenneth Berger Phillip Berger 

Annette Kilian Rick Mendelson 

   Dana Arnold 

   Sue Rabin 

Mark and Beth Miller Robert Jacobson 

Myrna and Paul Beck Morris Kosow, grandfather of Paul Beck 

 

FAKOURY MUSIC FUND 

Donor In Memory of 

Evelyn A. Englander Florence Englander 

Donald Levinson Rick Mendelson 

   Lynn and John Will 

   Richard Bobys  

 

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL FUND 

Donor In Memory of 
Max Weintraub Richard S. Mendelson 

 

LANDO FUND 

Donor In Honor of 

Annemarie and Bob Lando Julie Lando’s Birthday  

 

PRAYER BOOK FUND 

Donor In Memory of 

Susan, Roland and Hannah Meisner Edna Schechter 

 

 

 

RABBI’S GOOD DEED FUND 

Donor In Appreciation of 

Sara Dolce and Ross Wichard Rabbi Isserow and a beautiful  

 conversion experience 

Donor In Honor of 

Fairfax Community Church Rabbi Brett Isserow’s  

   Jay Jarvis and Audrey Liebross 25 years in the Rabbinate  

   Linda Tolkan  

   Myra Roney 

   Karen and Michael Weinberger 

   Kathleen Levitz 

Susan and Roberto Mosse The 3rd anniversary of Ann and  

 Ernie Levy’s kidney transplant 

Donor In Memory of 

Nancy and Stuart Davis Rebecca Strauss 

Illa Brown Sarah Pinhesik 

Erika Danty Rosa Bloch 

Linda Tolkan Joseph Massa 

Selma and Marvin Pizer Libbie and Max Pizer 

Seaport Properties Rick Mendelson 

   David Speck 

   Nancy and Alan Soschin 

Marjorie Harris Max and Victoria Salomonsohn for the  

 Confirmation Essay Recipient 

  

MARC S. ROSS SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Donor In Honor of 

The Astrow Family Taylor Daniels receiving the 

 Marc Ross Scholarship 

Myrna and Paul Beck Danielle Sassin on the occasion of  

 her Bat Mitzvah 

Donor In Memory of 

Shelli Ross Esther Jacobs 

Harold and Harriet Damelin Rick Mendelson 

   Shelli Ross 

 

SIMCHA TREE OF LIFE 

Donor In Honor of 

Gloria and Marvin Cetron Rabbi Isserow’s 25 years in the 

   Janet and Murray Horwitz Rabbinate and his honorary degree 

   Rosalie and Monroe Lesser 

   Leslee and Mitch Levy 

   Enid and Jerry Liess 

   Lisa Miller and Ben Finkelstein 

   Sara and Lou Moore 

   Sandy and Mel Rosenblatt 

   Sandy and Bob Seitz 

   Linda and Larry Vogel 

Thank you for your generous donations. No donation is too small. All donations are acknowledged in The Bulletin two months following 

their receipt. Acknowledgements are mailed with a minimum of $18 per person per acknowledgment.   

                — Moshe Teichman 
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Hey there! Did you ever wonder what all those 

funds are for? 

Beth El General Fund - Unrestricted donations 

that may be used to provide or enhance any Beth El 

program or service. 

Beth El Mortgage Fund - Invest in our Beth El 

Home and help pay off the renovation mortgage. 

Permanent Endowment Fund - Invest in our 

Beth El future. This fund operates under a separate 

charter to "provide funds for capital expenditures to 

maintain, repair, replace, reconstruct, expand or relo-

cate the physical plant and facilities of Beth El and to 

maintain and expand the religious, educational, cul-

tural and philanthropic activities of the congrega-

tion." 

Holocaust Memorial Fund - Maintains our Hol-

ocaust Memorial Garden. 

Sharon Steinberg Inclusion Fund - Ensures 

ways to welcome people with disabilities or other 

special needs. 

Jack Klein Memorial Genealogy Library - Ac-

quires and maintains genealogy materials for our 

library. 

Lando Fund - Partially covers the first year dues 

of new members who are unable to meet their full 

fair share obligations. Its purpose is to encourage and 

help new families join Beth El. 

Arnold G. Fink Library and Learning Center 

Fund - Acquires materials for the library, archives 

and Lifelong Learning Center. 

Marc Ross Scholarship Fund - Awards one 

scholarship per year to a graduating high school sen-

ior who is a member of Beth El and who has contrib-

uted exemplary service to Beth El and/or the greater 

Jewish community. 

Memorial Board Plaque - Members may pur-

chase a plaque in memory of a loved one, to be 

mounted in our Meditation Room near the Sanctuary. 

Richard Fakoury Music Fund - Used to further 

music at Beth El as determined by the cantor. 

Prayer Book Fund - Prayer books used in our 

Shabbat, festival and High Holy Day services are 

purchased from this fund, as needed. 

 

Rabbi's Good Deed Fund - Provides limited 

emergency relief to Congregants in need, support for 

communal organizations like ALIVE and Carpenter's 

Shelter, supplements Religious School and Temple 

educational programs. 

Religious School Fund - Used to enhance the 

activities of the Religious School. 

Shapiro Religious School Scholarship Fund - 

Used to offset costs for children who need financial 

assistance in order to attend religious school or par-

ticipate in its activities. 

Simcha Tree of Life - Leaves on this decorative 

tree may be dedicated in honor of any simcha. 

Social Action Fund - Supports the activities and 

goals of the Social Action Committee and promotes 

activities that helps Beth El engage in "tikkun olam." 

 

Brotherhood also accepts funds for the following 

three specific and specified purposes: 

Kitchen: Funds used solely to improve and en-

hance the Beth El kitchen facilities, such as new ov-

ens, freezers, dishwasher repairs, etc. 

Brotherhood Youth Scholarship: Funds help 

support the Jewish education and leadership skills of 

7th - 10th grade Beth El Hebrew school students and 

BEFTY members. 

Chapel in the Woods: Funds to enhance the 

maintenance and improvement of the Chapel in the 

Woods, such as the building of an outdoor ark. 

 

WRJ accepts donations for the WRJ Book of 

Life. Donations may be made in memory of a loved 

one or in honor of a lifecycle event or special event. 

Events will be beautifully commemorated in the 

WRJ Book of Life. 
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A Tribute to Rick Mendelson 

R 
ICK MENDELSON was an accomplished, 

revered and beloved attorney, friend, and 

family member who attracted colleagues, 

friends, and family to his circle of caring. 

When Rick was asked to serve on the Beth El 

House Board of Directors, we knew how involved he 

was in other activities. We did not expect a positive 

response. In fact, when asked to serve, his face lit up 

and he said he would be honored. He was an excep-

tional counselor and Board member. Regardless of 

other commitments, he regularly attended Board 

meetings and served as our legal advisor. When asked 

for his legal advice, he wrote incredibly succinct and 

effective legal responses that were always given in a 

timely fashion – either the same day or very early 

the next day. At Board meetings, he was thoughtful, 

polite, unflappable, and respected for his expertise 

and quiet humor by all who knew him. He had the 

ability to reach out with warmth to those he met, as 

well as listen attentively and respond with tact and 

thoughtfulness.  

While missing Rick is a given, we will remem-

ber Richard Mendelson as the best example of a 

mensch – a good, caring, bright man who always 

reached out to others; a man who was proud of his 

family; and a man who was modest about who he 

was, who he knew, and his own accomplishments.  

We will miss you, Rick Mendelson. 

Grand Slam Sunday 

Sunday, August 28, 2016 at 1:35 p.m. 

Hey batter, batter...you're up! Join us at The Jewish Federation of Greater Washington's Grand Slam Sunday Jewish 

Community Day at Nationals Park.  

The Jewish Historical Society has reserved a block of tickets in the Outfield! Enjoy pre-game fun for all ages before the 

Nats take on the Colorado Rockies, and get a free t-shirt! Game begins at 1:35 p.m., activities start 2 hours beforehand. 

$32 tickets must be purchased online by August 1, 2016. 

Nationals Park 

1500 South Capitol Street SE, Washington, D.C.-- Directions 

Metro Station: Navy Yard (Green Line) 

 Questions? Contact Samantha Abramson at 202-789-0900 or sabramson@jhsgw.org.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mLe7CTDTOdlIWBnK7CFXqbQXDGL-VZzTWoA8mre0GLoCJ_ersqgPB8n-wc0pgm189liH0bexTfxe1ooEgIfjdQknvo8D4XIUb6SzRAUG-LXtolZF46CoeFD8Z9SIxMBu46q1vsKlmpvd1yWxgVkJt1xiu7L0FXhcvHB-jiW13CYGrrwuZCJibpEkmMsz6RtzOKfIaXLg7XuE7tV9W1HoKCwW5Ow8HnMbpN1m
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mLe7CTDTOdlIWBnK7CFXqbQXDGL-VZzTWoA8mre0GLoCJ_ersqgPB8n-wc0pgm18X6n2IEHWyJ37fqDZv-Qvd9ch9p_Nq02A_DeAA4-K36Q-ZZ1eM7rJMy1IcUaXrcut2rxKJl8StQ-TbOHK7h_KLnjQkfKTPM0nBanOjMaumLlGxTmB7U_jOwt52vHOFgpJwdO3HFvhZX0jJjLM1e5IZC2iN1XQZ9mcyD7X
mailto:sabramson@jhsgw.org


 

 

 

Page 19 Beth El Hebrew Congregation 



 

 

First Baileys Shelter meal, Sept. 12 

Brotherhood Board Meeting, Aug. 21 

Anita, "Sneak Peek" film for the ReelAbilities Film Festival, 

co-sponsored by the Inclusion Committee and Women of Re-

form Judaism, Sunday, Sep.t 11, 4 pm 

Next meeting of the Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater 

Washington, Sept. 11 at B’nai Israel in Rockville 

Jewish Community Day at Nationals Park, Sunday, Aug. 28 

High Holiday Choir rehearsals  Aug. 9, 18, 23, and 30; Sept. 

13, 20. 25. and 29 (see page 3) 

ReelAbilities Film Festival, Sept. 18-25 

JCCNV Programs: Trumbo, Aug. 31 and Britain’s Schindler, 

Sept. 11 

Brunch/Keynote Speaker Inclusion Advocate Pamela Schuller 

Sunday, Oct. 23, 9:45 am 

First show of Theater J fall season, The Last Schwartz, Sept. 7-

Oct. 2 

The Foundation for Jewish Studies in Rockville’s Fall Day or 

Learning on Sept. 11 features Dr. Daniel C. Matt talking about 

the Wisdom of Kabbalah 

Soul Shabbat, Aug. 26 

Chapel in the Woods Work Day, Aug. 14 

Religious school resumes, Sept. 11 


