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T 
HE CARING Community Committee will again sponsor a support group for congregants who are dealing 

with the loss of a loved one. 

Our next meeting will be on Dec. 11, 2016, at 11:00 A.M. in the Rabbi’s study  to discuss support strategies 

and resources that can help make your life a little easier. Please contact  Francie Fox-Schweber if you are interest-

ed at 703-370-5552 or email franciefs@comcast.net. 

Francie Fox-Schweber 
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Rabbi’s Remarks 

I 
 KNOW that it seems that the 

first part of my Sabbatical ended 

just a few months ago, but I am 

about to go away again until the 

middle of February. Because of our 

B’nei Mitzvah schedule and the fact 

that I want to be here for every one of these important 

life-cycle celebrations, we had to divide my six-month 

Sabbatical into four different parts, spread over two 

years. The disadvantage is that it kind of defeats the 

object of a continuous Sabbatical of six months, but it 

was the only way we were able arrange time off and to 

allow me to be here for our students and their families. 

This Sabbatical will be dedicated to completing the 

curriculum I started over the summer, and hopefully I 

will be able to complete all the rest of the sessions 

planned for the spring of 2017. To be quite honest I did 

not realize how much work would have to go into this 

course when we submitted the Innovative Grant pro-

posal, but it truly has been an amazing learning experi-

ence for me while putting it all together.  

We also have the opportunity to launch a Hartman 

Institute program entitled Jewish Values and the Israeli

-Palestinian conflict. This twelve session curriculum 

was formulated by the scholars of the Hartman Institute 

in Jerusalem and is of the highest quality. The format 

promotes both learning and discussion, and deals with 

many of the very challenging and difficult issues that 

we wrestle with when confronted with the reality of the 

Israeli/Palestinian dilemma. 

If you are interested in finding out more about this 

course, please contact me and I will be happy to pro-

vide more details. At this point, we have not worked 

out dates, but hopefully we will do so in the very near 

future. 

Over the past year we have conducted a listening 

campaign and have invited congregants from several 

neighborhoods and constituencies to these sessions. It 

is ongoing and if you have not attended one yet, please 

contact us and we will let you know when we have one 

planned near you. We learn a lot from these interac-

tions and your sharing has given us vital insights which 

ultimately will help us tailor the direction in which we 

need to take the Strategic Plan that we recently devel-

oped. 

In addition, these listening sessions have given us 

the opportunity to find out what it is that you are inter-

ested in doing and learning, and how our congregation 

can be a vehicle for service to both our congregants and 

our wider community. The potential is vast and, given 

our political climate, may require even more commit-

ment on our part to sharing our values through even 

greater action, in concert with other congregations 

whose concerns are similar to ours. Fortunately, we 

have several congregations with which we are currently 

working, and there are a number of others who would 

be happy to join forces with us to make a concrete dif-

ference to those who need support within our commu-

nity.  

There are a myriad of organizations doing incredi-

ble work, most of which would benefit from having a 

wider circle of volunteer support. Unfortunately, we 

seldom hear about the good work that our congregants 

are doing in the community, and so I urge you to share 

these stories with us so that others who are interested in 

helping might find a pathway to channel their creative 

energy. 

Our tradition tells us that as important as learning is, 

it fades quickly unless it is tied to action, and at the 

same time action without learning often is unsustained. 

Let us make this year of 5777 a year of both learn-

ing and action, so that through both study and involve-

ment we bring about a measure of redemption to our 

sacred community. 
 

L’shalom, 

— Brett  
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Cantor’s Corner 
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A 
S I WRITE this note, we are two days past the 

election. It was an election unlike one we have 

ever seen before, and, in many ways, I hope 

one that we never see again. Both Rabbi Isserow and I 

have spoken at length about the election and about is-

sues that are important to our Jewish community, as 

well as our friends and family. I know that many of us 

have very strong emotions regarding its outcome. There 

will be many days, weeks, months, and dare I say, years 

in front of us to discuss the results of the election and 

what it means for us as individuals and as a Jewish com-

munity. 

As Dr. King said, “The arc of the moral universe is 

long, but it bends towards justice.” I believe this with all 

my heart, even more today than yesterday.  

At this moment in particular, I have decided to fill 

my heart with all that gives me pride in our country and 

all that is a part of the great arc towards justice by jot-

ting down just a short list of what I believe makes us a 

profoundly good and honorable nation.  

1) Freedom of speech — and exercising that freedom 

to support issues, values, and candidates that express our 

values. This is a right not given to everyone in our world 

and we must cherish it.  

2) The Beth El community gives me great pride in 

our country. On any given day, as I walk through the 

halls of our synagogue, I greet people who make me 

profoundly proud of our country. Beth El is full of indi-

viduals who have spent their lives working in govern-

ment, navigating complicated work 

environments so that they can better 

our nation and our world. 

3) Our world is safer because of all 

of the military members, active and 

retired, that are a part of our communi-

ty. I am immensely grateful for the 

sacrifices that their families have made as well, because 

they have taught me that when one person serves in the 

military, their entire family does as well.  

4) I am grateful for every immigrant who has come 

to our community, who has enriched our nation, and 

helped us become a more perfect union.  

5) The many members of our community who exer-

cise their right to gather, advocate, and protest through 

various organizations that represent our values give me 

immense pride in our country.  

6) Most of all, I’m deeply proud of our nation when I 

look at our students who give me immense hope in our 

future. If you want to see a generation that not just be-

lieves in justice and equality, but truly lives it - take a 

look at our religious school. Our students live in a world 

where race, gender, and sexuality don’t determine one’s 

future, but kindness, friendship, and generosity do.  

Tomorrow I will start on an entire new list of what 

makes me proud to be an American. I’d love for you to 

create your own list and share with our community as 

well.  

— Cantor Kaufman 

Cantorial Concert with Special Meaning 
Please join singer-songwriter LEA, pianist Eric Schnobrick, myself, and other special musical guests for this year’s con-

cert Songs of Belonging on Dec. 17, starting at 7 pm. Songs of Belonging will be a celebration of Beth El Hebrew Con-

gregation, The evening will also give us the opportunity to explore our important sacred history as a synagogue commu-

nity, with each other.   

The money raised from this concert will be used to support two different areas of importance in the synagogue: 

 Money will go to support the Beth El Music program, which includes such goals as supplementing the annual music 

budget to support Soul Shabbat services, bring musicians to our community, as well as invest in instruments for our 

synagogue.  

 Additionally, a portion of the money raised from the concert will go into beautifying the Beth El playground, which 

is shared by our synagogue community and our Early Childhood Learning Center. Our ECLC and Beth El’s Partner-

ship with the JCCNV gives me great pride. Nothing makes me smile more and brings me greater joy then when I 

have the opportunity to interact with the children that learn in our synagogue every weekday.  It is an absolute bless-

ing to walk through the halls of our synagogue and see Judaism through the eyes of these children who are eager to 

learn about a Judaism that loves and supports them. The JCCNV- Beth El ECLC, is embarking on a journey to 

reimagine what our playground will look like moving forward. It will be a playground uniquely designed for our 

community and built with the guiding hand of experts in early childhood education with a focus on the Reggio Emilia 

Inspired Philosophy that is the foundation of the ECLC. This will be a much larger financial undertaking than the 

concert will be able to support, but depending on how much we are able to raise, we will be able to begin the process 

of buying new playground equipment for very deserving children. 

 

I am incredibly excited to join in community and song on Dec. 17 and support our historic congregation.  See you 

there! 

— Cantor Kaufman 
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President’s Point of View 

I 
 AM WRITING this the day after 

the election, and I was hoping that I 

would be in a very different mood 

than I am. If your candidate won, con-

gratulations. I sincerely hope he governs 

well. If not, I note that despite my disappointments (my 

liberal leanings are no secret), the sun did rise, it will 

set, and life will go on.  

About 20 years or so ago, a business guru struck the 

word “problem” from the workplace vocabulary, and 

replaced it with “challenge.” As corny as this is, for a 

few reasons, it is a nice way of re-framing the issue. It 

certainly sounds better, but more importantly, challenge 

conjures images of action and not passivity. Presented 

with a challenge, you rise to meet it. And sometimes 

you fail. King Solomon, Proverbs 24:16 says, “a right-

eous man falls down seven times, and gets up.” It’s not 

the falling that matters, it’s learning from the fall, get-

ting back up, and trying again. One of the fundamentals 

of a Girl Scout troop is that we give young women a 

safe place to try and fail. That is how we create leaders. 

Sometimes, the challenges seem enormous, and falling 

seems inevitable. Falling means, then, that we have to 

try again, and try harder.  

What we need to resist is the temptation to hide until 

it’s all over. If you believe in a cause it is more im-

portant than ever to support it. Beth El gives us a way to 

work together within and outside of established move-

ments to meet our challenges. First, it helps to be with 

like-minded people. I’m not talking about partisan poli-

tics, I’m talking about the Jewish values that bind us. 

Second, while I do believe one person can make a dif-

ference, how much more of a difference we make when 

we join together! Are we worried about where the envi-

ronment will be on the new administration’s agenda? 

Our congregation has joined with other reform syna-

gogues to join the Religious Action Committee’s Green 

Faith initiative to help houses of worship become better 

stewards of the environment. Concerned about refu-

gees? Beth El Hebrew Congregation joined the Hebrew 

Immigrant Aid Society’s Welcome Campaign. We must 

continue to raise our voices together on issues that mat-

ter. You know that your membership and your involve-

ment matters to our clergy and to me. It also matters to 

the world. 
— Julienne Bramesco 
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T 
HE RENAISSANCE Group started its 9th year with a lavish catered dinner and speakers Martin Frost and Tom 

Davis giving us some insight into the 2016 elections. It was a wonderful evening attended by 65 of our mem-

bers. 

We have many wonderful and varied events planned again for this year. Some are: a trip to Staunton, VA to Blackfriars 

Playhouse for an evening of Shakespeare, a trip to the Marine Corps Museum, a behind the scenes tour of NPR led by 

Robert Siegel, a day of hiking, and a square dance and dinner on Apr. 8. Do mark your calendars for this. It will be a 

great evening. Our committee is working on more events and of course all suggestions from any member is welcome. 

The Renaissance Group is open to all Beth El members that are 50 and over. Contact Linda Vogel for information. Stay 

tuned for the date of our next event. 

Linda and Larry Vogel 

Renaissance Group 

 

 

T 
HE READERS of Beth El will meet on Monday, Dec. 5, 2016 at 7:30 PM at the home of Debbie Spitzer. Our 

book this time is All Who Go Do Not Return by Shulem Deen. This winner of the 2015 National Jewish Book 

Award is a memoir about growing up in and then leaving one of the most insular Hasidic sects in the US.  

For those who would like to read ahead, in January we will discuss Day of Atonement by David Liss. We hope you 

will join us! 

— Lynne Orens 

Readers of Beth El 
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E 
STABLISHING and implementing goals for our 

Religious School is both challenging and critical. 

Each year the challenge of 21st century living re-

quires increased introspection as to how our Religious 

School is adapting to the challenges faced by student 

learners and their parents. The ultimate goal is to create 

programs to assist families to find relevance and im-

portance of Reform Judaism in their daily lives. 

Our goals for 5777 and the current and future pro-

grams/activities to address these goals are: 

 Continue to find reasonable means to adapt to the 

schedules of our students with their outside activities 

that create schedule conflicts on Sunday and Wednes-

day. Current Program: Utilize peer tutors. Future: 

identify effective online programs. 

 Create a post B’nei Mitzvah Program that retains our 

students and meets their desire to create self-directed 

programs. Current Program: We have established a 

Working Group to address this issue. Created 8th and 

9th grade learning modules for independent study, 

photography for Jewish Cemeteries, Environment 

and Judaism, Modern Israel, Holocaust studies. Ex-

panded Madrichim program. Future: Implement next 

year findings of Working Group 

 Continue to build up our youth programs in primary 

and upper grades. Current Program: conduct pro-

grams such as Immigrant in Each of Us and other 

family programming; continue to increase youth ac-

tivities in fourth and sixth grades, and send more 

teens to BEFTY programs. Future: Evaluate family 

programming in light of changing 

family dynamics   

 Develop more intergeneration pro-

grams that provide for opportunities 

for different age components of our 

congregation to engage with our 

learners and their parents. Current Program: Better 

Together. Future: Expand Better Together Program 

to additional grades 

 Integrate Adult Education into our current classes and 

working with Adult Ed Committee create mini-

courses for all congregants. Current program: Sun-

day Session on Star Track and Jewish Values sched-

uled for spring 2017. Future: Expand to at least one 

adult class per semester 

 Israel Teen Trip. Current Program: Plan for July 

2018 Summer Trip. Future: identify funding mecha-

nisms to increase participation. 

 Curriculum Development. Current Program: Creat-

ing curriculum based on Beth El Core Mission Val-

ues. Future: Implement all curriculum changes in 

2017 

 

Ambitious goals but doable. 

 

L’Shalom, 

Barry Smith 

Director of Religious Education 

bsmith@bethelhebrew.org 

Setting New Goals for 5777 

Wednesday Fitness Class 

W 
E WILL have a combo barre/mat class on 

Wednesday evenings at 6:15 pm taught by 

Greta Bolton. See a brief description from 

Greta below: 

With a mat, a wall, and weighted toning balls, you 

will find lots of variety in this combo mat/barre class. I 

am a certified STOTT Pilates instructor and have been 

teaching this mat/barre combo class for the past year. It is 

a little different than the traditional barre class, but full of 

variety. We will use the wall or a chair as our “barre.” 

Workouts will be low impact to protect the joints and 

emphasize toning of the hips, thighs, bum, abs and arms. 

You will feel as if your muscles have been awakened and 

lengthened during and after class. 

Class is open to all, so please share. Participants don’t 

have to belong to Beth El. $12 per class. 

mailto:bsmith@bethelhebrew.org


 

 

Serving our greater community, we are grateful to our 

volunteers who have prepared and served meals at Car-

penter’s Shelter over the past few months — Esther 

Belenker, Arlene Blumenthal, Jo Ann Allen, Patricia 

Collins, Sheryl Leeds, Sue Worden, and Kris Keydel. 

Thank you to Karen Aftergut who coordinates these 

wonderful volunteers. All of you are a blessing to those 

you serve. In December, we will be serving on Thursday, 

Dec. 22. Details on a cooking date/time will come later. 

We may prepare chili after the Hanukkah luncheon. I 

learned from Sylvia’s son that she held Carpenter’s Shel-

ter near and dear to her heart. 

Our WRJ Hanukkah luncheon and Latke Social will 

be held on Wednesday, Dec. 21 at noon and 6:30 pm re-

spectively. Details can be found separately in this news-

letter. We hope you will join us for a chance to celebrate 

the miracle of Hanukkah, to visit with some old friends, 

and make some new ones.  

Book Club will be meeting on Dec. 13 at 11 am to 

discuss the book Call it Sleep by Henry Roth. We hope 

you can join us for an interesting discussion and lunch at 

a local restaurant afterward. 

 

B’shalom, 

Jeanette Astrow — WRJ President 

 

Upcoming events: 

 Next WRJ Meeting — Dec. 7 

 Carpenters Shelter — Cook on Wed., Dec. 21 and 

serve on Thurs., Dec. 22 

 Knitting — Dec. 11 

 Book Club — Dec 13, 11 am (Call it Sleep by Henry 

Roth) 

 Hanukkah Luncheon & Dinner — Dec. 21 noon  

and 6:30 pm 

 Mah Jong — Tuesday, Thursday, and Sunday 

(contact Susan Whitman @  

susangwhitman@gmail.com to be included in infor-

mational e-mails) 

B 
Y NOW, you have heard that our beloved Sylvia 

Kassalow passed away in late October. Where 

do I begin? Her contributions to WRJ at all levels 

(here, district, and nationally), Beth El, Torah study, Beth 

El House, social action, social justice, and politically, 

etc., are countless and this space is too small. Many of us 

felt lost without a way to properly mourn for this fantas-

tic lady. Please join Beth El in celebrating Sylvia’s life 

on Sunday, Dec. 11 at 1 pm. Details can be located else-

where in this newsletter. 

While the decision regarding how to honor Sylvia is a 

personal one, WRJ will be accepting donations to the 

Book of Life in memory of Sylvia. For a minimum dona-

tion of $10, your name will be written on a page in the 

Book of Life “In Memory of Sylvia Kassalow.” Proceeds 

will be used to support the organizations Sylvia held 

most dear to her heart. 

Sylvia would be thrilled at the dedication of current 

WRJ members as they serve Beth El and our surrounding 

communities. For years, Sylvia coordinated the decora-

tion of the sukkah on the bimah. Linda Shapiro and 

many others assisted Sylvia with the buying and schlep-

ping of fall produce, chrysanthemums, cornstalks, and 

hay in advance of decoration day. We thank Linda for 

continuing Sylvia’s legacy in coordinating our volunteers 

to create this year’s breath taking sukkah on the bimah. 

We are especially grateful to Elaine Block, Ruth 

Grover, Yonie Dow, Judy Jankowski, Ann Levy, and 

Pat Collins for their vision and hard work. You ladies 

outdid yourselves!! 

WRJ and Brotherhood sponsor and present the Kid-

dush cups for our b’nei mitzvah students. Brotherhood 

presents on the even months and WRJ on the odd 

months. In years past, Sylvia arranged for kiddush cup 

presenters months in advance and made follow up phone 

calls the week before. Any WRJ member is welcome to 

present during odd months. We thank Lisa Sheldone for 

presenting two of the kiddush cups during the month of 

November. 

WRJ News 

WRJ Social Action Committee 
LAST DAYS TO CONTRIBUTE FOR HOLIDAY 

GIFT CARDS AND TOYS! We are collecting until 

Dec. 11. Gift Cards for both Beth El House (BEH) and 

the Alexandria Domestic Violence Shelter (ADVS) can 

be left in the WRJ mailbox in the temple office. We are 

also accepting 2017 calendars and unwrapped children’s 

toys for ADVS in the social action cabinet in the lobby. 

Thanks for all of your support!! 

SAVE THE DATE: FEB. 8, 2017 — Jewish Advocacy 

Day in Richmond, VA. Get involved in issues that mat-

ter to reform Jews, and help influence Virginia law. 

Come to Richmond on Feb 8 to talk to our local politi-

cians that are facing them in 2017.  

Janet Garber 
WRJ Social Action 

703-256-7988 
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B 
Y THE TIME you are reading this Bulletin arti-

cle, both winter and Hanukkah will be rapidly 

approaching. That observation seems rather 

strange to write since, as a result of the lateness of the 

High Holidays this year, I have not yet even had the 

opportunity to thank all of the volunteers who contribut-

ed to building—and subsequently dismantling—the 

Brotherhood Sukkah! This year, we saw a record num-

ber of men (and women) who heeded our call for help. 

Thank-you is extended to architect leads, Jim Stein and 

Bob Shaver, and to all of the other helping hands: Joel 

Augen, Todd Cohn, Jeff Davidson, Jeremy Flachs, 

Josh Folb, Art Gershman, Evelyn Hackel, John Jan-

kowski, Josh Katz, Philip LaKier, Jay, Reuben, 

Zachariah, & Elaena Lucas, Matt Mutterperl, Dan 

Rothschild, David Sachs, Bill Schneider, Joseph 

Shaver, Roger Smith, Ron Sturman, Peter Suchman, 
and David Weinraub. 

This year’s Sukkah was well used, serving as the 

setting for a Men’s Social in the Sukkah, a Beth El 

Board pre-meeting dinner locale, and of course the tra-

ditional venue where our Religious School kindergar-

teners through third graders learned about the symbolic 

meaning of the lulav from Rabbi Isserow. 

Brotherhood also extends appreciation to its dedicat-

ed volunteers who assisted in other meaningful autumn 

activities. Todd Bolick and Jeremy Flachs led 7th and 

8th graders in a Chapel-in-the-Woods beautification 

work day. Henry Brooks, Jake Gallun, Art Gersh-

man, and Ron Sturman arranged and catered a deli-

cious bagel brunch served at the Inclusion Committees’ 

Comedy, Disability and the Inclusive Community 

event, which Brotherhood and the Religious School 

helped co-sponsor. 

Upcoming Brotherhood events include the 59th an-

nual Beth El-Fairlington United Methodist Interfaith 

Dinner, which will be hosted this year at Fairlington 

(Feb. 7), and Brotherhood’s planned spring policy fo-

rum, Race and Religion in a Changing America (date 

TBD). 

And remember, for any of your catering needs 

(including b’nei mitzvah receptions, baby namings or 

other simcha celebrations), please consider using Broth-

erhood’s award-winning catering services. Our basic 

service provides you with planning assistance, attractive 

dining room arrangements, excellent food preparation 

with varied menus, and hot or cold buffets. Optional 

extras include plated, waiter served appetizers and en-

trees, bartending service, and passed hors d’oeuvres, all 

at extremely reasonable prices — and all proceeds are 

used to support Beth El. Just drop us an email at  

catering@bethelhebrew.org for more information. 

 

Happy Hanukkah! 

John Jankowski 

Brotherhood President 

Brotherhood News 

ECLC News 

W 
ILL MY child be ready for kindergarten? What 

about reading and writing? These are all seri-

ous concerns that we hear at ECLC as parents 

learn more about our Reggio Emilia-inspired philosophy.  

The simple answer is YES, everyone is ready for kin-

dergarten! Though not an “academic program,” the chil-

dren do gain the skills that they need to be ready for their 

school lives after preschool. With no “drilling” or flash-

cards in our Reggio Emelia school, the “academics” are 

absorbed through the explorations. Just a few examples:  

 Charting growth. “Today our new plant is two inches 

high; lets add that to our chart from last week when 

the plant was only one inch high. How many inches 

did the plant grow?” 

 Counting parts/results. “Snack math! Each friend 

may count out three crackers for your snack – and you 

can take three more for seconds. How many crackers 

did you eat for your snack?”  

 Language arts. “Ocean begins with an O. What else 

in our room begins with an O? Let’s go on a tour of 

the building to find other things that begin with O.” 

Though there may not be a formal writing time or a 

designated time for learning to read, these important skills 

do happen in our classes though the explorations them-

selves. Even our Jewish holidays and other Jewish learn-

ing are approached through exploration. Children retain 

the information gained because it comes in the context of 

the world around them; the world they live and play in. 

What better way is there to learn?? 

 

Dina Backer 
dbacker@jccnv.org 

703-537-2084 
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If you are caring for a spouse, child, parent or friend, we hope that you will join our group on Nov. 20 to discuss sup-

port strategies and resources that can help you make your life a little easier. We will meet at 11:00 am in the Rabbi’s 

study. The group is open to all members of the congregation. Please contact Francie Fox-Schweber if you are interest-

ed at 703-370-5552 or email: franciefs@comcast.net.  

Caregiver Support Group 

 

 

When managing life events become a challenge, the Caring Community can help. They deliver meals, assist with funer-

als and shivas, celebrate the birth of children, lend a friendly ear, visit, offer resources, and occasionally provide trans-

portation. All services are confidential and free.  

 

If we can help, please call the Beth El office at 703-370-9400, Ruth Perlstein at 703-978-9341, or Pamela Zitron at 

703-739-0161.  

Caring Community 

T 
HE VIRGINIA Interfaith Center for Public Poli-

cy’s two major annual events are coming up quick-

ly on the calendar. 

First up is the Annual Meeting, which will be held the 

meeting space at the Virginia Holocaust Museum, 2000 E. 

Cary St., in Richmond, on Thursday, Dec. 15. The sched-

ule will feature a short business meeting that is open to the 

public at 5:30 pm, followed by a time of celebration, food, 

and fellowship. 

This year we will honor several important participants 

in our ongoing advocacy for compassion and justice: 

 The Citizen of the Year: The Rev. Charles Swadley of 

Williamsburg, who twice has stepped in as Interim 

Director of the Center and helped lead its work for sev-

eral years as Director and Board member; 

 The Policy Leader of the Year: Dr. Bill Hazel, Jr. of 

Oakton, an orthopedic surgeon who is currently in his 

second term as Virginia’s Secretary of Health and Hu-

man Resources; 

 The Beacon of Light Award to the Islamic Center of 

Virginia, the Bon Air-based mosque that has been so 

involved in Richmond area interfaith work; 

 The Faithful Voice Award to the Virginia Synod of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, especial-

ly for its work fighting childhood hunger. 

Virginia Interfaith Center 

This year the event is a fundraiser for the organization, 

with tickets and sponsorships available. There will also be 

a Silent Auction, another first for the organization. 

You can register/buy tickets at: https://

virginiainterfaithcenter.ourpowerbase.net/civicrm/event/

info?reset=1&id=2 

Early in the new year, the annual Day for All People 

will be held on Wednesday, Jan. 25, at the State Capitol, 

the office building for the General Assembly, and Cen-

tenary United Methodist Church in Richmond. Partici-

pants can see the Commonwealth’s Senate and House of 

Delegates in action, hear from experts in important areas 

of legislative action, and meet like-minded supporters of 

the work that the Virginia Interfaith Center does when the 

General Assembly is in session. 

Tickets for the Day for All People will be $30 for the 

day-long event, with breakfast and lunch included, with an 

“early bird” $5 discount if you register by Jan. 11, and 

$15 for students. 

Registration for the Day for All People is available at: 

https://virginiainterfaithcenter.ourpowerbase.net/civicrm/

event/info?id=2&reset=1 

For more information, contact Executive Director Kim 

Bobo at kim@virginiainterfaithcenter.org / (773) 391-

8844, or Communications Director Neill Caldwell at 

neill@virginiainterfaithcenter.org / (804) 332-1386. 

mailto:franciefs@comcast.net
https://virginiainterfaithcenter.ourpowerbase.net/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=2450&qid=335009
https://virginiainterfaithcenter.ourpowerbase.net/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=2450&qid=335009
https://virginiainterfaithcenter.ourpowerbase.net/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=2450&qid=335009
https://virginiainterfaithcenter.ourpowerbase.net/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=2451&qid=335009
https://virginiainterfaithcenter.ourpowerbase.net/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=2451&qid=335009
mailto:kim@virginiainterfaithcenter.org
mailto:neill@virginiainterfaithcenter.org


 

 

On Sunday, Dec. 11  at 1 pm, we will celebrate the life of Sylvia 

Kassalow. z”l Through song and tributes, we will remember and 

honor her many contributions to Beth El, WRJ, the study of Torah, 

Beth El House, social action, and social justice. The photos give 

you just a hint of the joy she took in being at Beth El! 

Please join us for a reception in the social hall following the ser-

vice. If you have questions, please contact Jeanette Astrow @ 

703.451.7007 or jlastrow@verizon.net. 
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Inclusion Committee News 

P 
LEASE JOIN Beth El’s Inclusion Committee on 

Sunday, Dec. 4, 2016 at 10:30 am in Multi-

Purpose Room #3 for a general meeting. All are 

welcome – you do not need to be a member. We will 

briefly review progress, share ideas, and focus on how 

we might celebrate Jewish Disability and Inclusion 

Month (JDAIM) at Beth El in February. 

This fall has been very exciting. With automatic door 

openers now on Beth El’s main entrance doors and bath-

rooms, our building has taken a significant step toward 

full accessibility. Additionally, the success of our two 

most recent events, the ReelAbilities film Anita (co-

sponsored by WRJ and Brotherhood) and our bagel 

brunch with Pamela Schuller (co-sponsored by Brother-

hood and the Religious School), shows that many are 

interested in how we can become a more inclusive com-

munity.  

Pamela Schuller 

inspired the nearly 

50 Beth El mem-

bers and others 

who attended the 

bagel brunch. She 

told stories about 

growing up with 

Tourette’s syn-

drome and being 

asked to leave a 

congregation because she was too disruptive. She also 

described how she finally felt accepted and was accom-

modated at a supportive Jewish summer camp. Now, 

through her work as an inclusion advocate and comedi-

an, Pamela works to bring that experience to others. In 

fact, following the bagel brunch, she did a training work-

shop for Beth El’s Religious School teachers. Pamela 

says she hopes for a day when the term “inclusion” is a 

thing of the past because we will be living in a world 

where each and every person is valued, not despite their 

differences, but because of them.  

Programs such as the Reel Abilities film and the 

Pamela Schuller bagel brunch are typically funded 

through the Sharon Steinberg Fund for Inclusion. Named 

for Cantor Steinberg, who championed inclusion at Beth 

El, this fund helps enable our congregation to further 

inclusion and accessibility, and ultimately to welcome 

people with disabilities so that they can participate in 

worship or other activities as fully as they desire. Dona-

tions may be made in memory of a loved one or in honor 

of a lifecycle or special event. No donation is ever too 

small. Special thanks go to all those who have generous-

ly contributed to this fund. 

All of us benefit through Beth El’s commitment to 

accessibility and inclusion. We have made progress but 

we’re not finished.  

Join our discussion and help us to continue moving 

forward.  

 If you have ideas or expertise relevant to disability or 

if you are simply curious about what we are doing, 

come to our meeting on Dec. 4. 

 Consider joining the committee or volunteering to 

help with a project. 

 Join our email list and be notified about meetings and 

other activities.  

We look forward to meeting you. 

 

Jeanne Holden 

Inclusion Committee Chair 

jeanneholden@yahoo.com 

Celebration of Life 

mailto:jlastrow@verizon.net
mailto:jeanneholden@yahoo.com
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~ December 2016 ~ Kislev/Tevet 5777 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Readings 

 

1 World AIDS Day 

6:30-8:30p WRJ Mah Jongg 

7-11p Bridge 

7-8p Season of Mussar Class 

2 Bartender Appreciation Day 
6:30-7:30p Wine and Cheese  
   Pre-Service Oneg 

7:30p Erev Shabbat Service with  
   Guest Speaker Mark Hatfield 

 

 

 

Candle Lighting 4:30p 

3 Disability Day 
9-10:30a Torah Study 

10:30a Shabbat Morning Service and 
   Bar Mitzvah of Ethan Gotsch 

11a Tot Shabbat 

2-5p Set up Judaica Shop Hannukah  
   Boutique 

 

Havdalah 5:31p 

Toldot 
Genesis 25:19-28:9 
Malachi 1:1-2:7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 World Wildlife Conservation Day 
9a-2p Judaica Shop Hannukah Boutique 

10a-12p WRJ Mah Jongg 

10a-12p Quest for Spirituality with Rabbi  
   Isserow 

10a-12p Religious School 

10:30a-12p Inclusion Committee Meeting 

12:30-2p Kol Nova Rehearsal 

1-4p Bridge 

1-4p URJ Community of Presidents Meeting 

1-5:15p JCCNV 55+ Program:  
   Broadway Bound 

5 Day of the Ninja 
 

6 Microwave Oven Day 
10a-12p Book Sorting 

1:30-3:30p WRJ Mah Jongg 

1-10p Executive Committee Meeting 

7 Letter Writing Day 
10a-12p Book Sorting 

6-7:30p WRJ Board Meeting 

6:15:7:15p Barre/Mat Class 

6:15-8p Religious School 

8 Brownie Day 
10a-12p Board of Lady Managers  
   Meeting 
6:30-8:30p WRJ Mah Jongg 

7-11p Bridge 
 

9 International Day of Veterinary 

Medicine 
6p Family Service 

6:30-7:30 Communal Dinner 

6:30-7:30p Wine and Cheese  
   Pre-Service Oneg 

7:30p Soul Shabbat Service led by 
   4th grade 

 

 

 

Candle Lighting 4:29p 

10 Human Rights Day 
9-10:30a Torah Study 

10:30a Shabbat Morning Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Havdalah 5:31p 

Vayetze 
Genesis 28:10-32-2 
Hosea 12:12-14:10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 World Choral Day 
10a-12p WRJ Mah Jongg 

10a-12p Religious School 

12:30-2p Kol Nova Rehearsal 

1-2p Celebration of the Life of Sylvia Kassalow 

1-4p Bridge 

12 Gingerbread House Day 
 

13 International Violin Day 
10a-12p Book Sorting 

11a-12p WRJ Book Club 

1:30-3:30p WRJ Mah Jongg 

7-9:30p Religious School/Youth 
   Committee Meeting 
 

14 Monkey Day 
10a-12p Book Sorting 

10:30a-12p JCCNV 55+ Program:  
   Washington’s WWII Government 
   Girls 

6-7:30p WRJ Board Meeting 

6:15:7:15p Barre/Mat Class 

6:15-8p Religious School 

15 Cat Hoarder’s Day 
6:30-8:30p WRJ Mah Jongg 

7-11p Bridge 

7-9p Caring Community Committee 
   Meeting 

7:30-8:30 Interfaith Bible Study 
 

16 Chocolate Covered Anything Day 
6:30-7:30p Wine and Cheese  
   Pre-Service Oneg 

7:30p Erev Shabbat Service 

 

 

 

Candle Lighting 4:31p 

17 Wright Brothers Day 
9-10:30a Torah Study 

10:30a Shabbat Morning Service 

11a Hannukah Tot Shabbat 

7-10p Songs of Belonging Concert  
   with Cantor Kaufman and Friends 

 

Havdalah5:33p 

Vayishtach 
Genesis 32:3-36:43 
Hosea 11:7-12:12; Obadiah 1:1-
21 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 Bake Cookies Day 
10a-12p WRJ Mah Jongg 

10a-12p Religious School 

1-4p Bridge 

19 Ugly Sweater Day 
 

20 Sangria Day 
1:30-3:30p WRJ Mah Jongg 

6:30-7:30p Beth El House RSSC 
   Meeting 

7-10p Board of Directors Meeting 

21 Winter Solstice  
NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

10:30a-12p JCCNV 55+ Program:  
   Let’s Play with Your Brain 

12-2p WRJ Hannukah Luncheon 

2-5p Carpenters Shelter Food Prep 

6:30-8p WRJ Hannukah Dinner 

22 Forefathers’ Day 
6:30-8:30p WRJ Mah Jongg 

7-11p Bridge 

 

23 Festivus 
5:30-6:30p Wine and Cheese  
   Pre-Service Oneg 

6:30p Erev Shabbat Service 

 

 
 

Candle Lighting 4:34p 

24 First Night of Hanukkah/Christmas Eve 
9-10:30a Torah Study 

10:30a Shabbat Morning Service 

 

 
 
 

Havdalah 5:37p 

Vayeshev 
Genesis 37:1-40:23 
Amos 2:6-3:8 

25 Hanukkah (Cont.)/Christmas Day 
NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

 

 

26 Hanukkah (Cont.) 
 

27 Hanukkah (Cont.) 
1:30-3:30p WRJ Mah Jongg 
 

28 Hanukkah (Cont.) 
NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
 

29 Hanukkah (Cont.) 
6:30-8:30p WRJ Mah Jongg 

7-11p Bridge 

 

30 Hanukkah (Cont.) 
5:30-6:30p Wine and Cheese  
   Pre-Service Oneg 

6:30p Erev Shabbat Service 

 

Candle Lighting 4:39p 

31 Hanukkah (Cont.)/New Year’s Eve 
9-10:30a Torah Study 

10:30a Shabbat Morning Service 

 

 

Havdalah 5:42p 

Miketz 
Genesis 41:1-44:17 
Zechariah 2:14-4:7 
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Bar Mitzvah 

Beth El Bulletin December 2016 

I 
T MAY BE chilly outside, but we will be warm when we meet 

at 11:30 at the Kogod Courtyard for lunch and friendly conver-

sation inside the Gallery before we move on to a choice of won-

derful exhibits.  Check the website — npg.si.edu — to view the ex-

hibits options, including “In the Groove: Jazz Portraits by Herman 

Leonard” and “One Life: Babe Ruth.” 

Before heading home, we will stroll through the Downtown Holi-

day Market outside the Gallery, so be sure to bring your Hanukkah 

gift lists! This is an annual highlight event for Culture Club partici-

pants. 

Remember all adult Beth El members and their guests are wel-

come to join in our monthly activities. It’s a great way to meet new 

friends! Just let me know to watch for you: stafm@aol.com 

Meryl Goldhammer 

Culture Club 

Friday, Dec. 9 

National Portrait Gallery 

Ethan Gotsch  

December 3, 2016 

Ethan Gotsch is a 7th grade student at 

George Washington Middle School 

where he plays percussion in the band 

and studies Chinese. This is his sixth 

year participating in Odyssey of the 

Mind, and his team has advanced to 

the state championship three times. 

Ethan has volunteered at the Alexan-

dria Animal Shelter for many years, 

and for his Mitzvah Project he is par-

ticipating in E-Buddies, a program that 

promotes social inclusion online for 

people with intellectual and develop-

mental disabilities. He is an avid roller 

coaster enthusiast and recently rode the 

second tallest and third fastest coaster 

in the world. 

Sunday, Dec. 11, 2016, 3-5 pm 

Celebrity chef Pati Jinich 

 

Celebrity chef Pati Jinich of Pati’s Mexican Table 

(WETA) will speak about her Mexican-Jewish roots 

and her new book, Mexican Today: New and Rediscov-

ered Recipes for Contemporary Kitchens. She will be 

in conversation with Bonnie S. Benwick, deputy food 

editor of The Washington Post. 

 

Includes kosher dessert reception featuring Pati’s reci-

pes, book-signing, and our annual silent auction! 

 

Adas Israel Congregation 

2850 Quebec Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 

 

Advance registration request: online 202-789-0900 

 

$20 Individual 

$50 Program Sponsor (reserved seat) 

$100 Program Underwriter (premium reserved seat) 

$7 JFE Young Professionals (must use promo code) 

Free for students with valid ID 

Thursday, Dec. 29, 5-6:30 pm 

New Year’s Klezmer Concert 

 

Join us for a family-friendly afternoon as we usher in the 

New Year with a special Klezmer concert with acclaimed 

band, Machaya. 

 

This year, with the Lillian & Albert Small Jewish Museum 

closed and awaiting its final move, we are delighted that our 

neighbors and program partners down the street at Holy 

Rosary Church and Casa Italiana have generously offered to 

host our concert. 

 

Includes light refreshments and a sparkling cider toast. 

Holy Rosary Church, 595 Third Street, NW, Washington, 

DC  

 

Advance registration required online 202-789-0900 

$20 Individual 

$50 Family (Four people maximum) 

$50 Program Supporter (reserved seat) 

$100 Program Underwriter (reserved seat) 

 

This event always sells out, so register in advance! 

 

Made possible in part by a grant from the D.C. Commission 

on the Arts and Humanities 

npg.si.edu
mailto:stafm@aol.com
http://patijinich.com/
http://patijinich.com/
http://www.amazon.com/Mexican-Today-Rediscovered-Contemporary-Kitchens/dp/0544557247/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&linkCode=ll1&tag=jewihistsocio-20&linkId=d0882d7aed4ed20abd5af6db44115203
http://www.amazon.com/Mexican-Today-Rediscovered-Contemporary-Kitchens/dp/0544557247/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&linkCode=ll1&tag=jewihistsocio-20&linkId=d0882d7aed4ed20abd5af6db44115203
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/bonnie-s-benwick/
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=nz5hiyn6&oeidk=a07ecj2bkw96e2b71d7
http://www.machaya.com/
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=nz5hiyn6&oeidk=a07edfscjpd7281aac0


 

 

1st Stage Theatre, Tysons, VA 

Sunday, Dec. 4, 

Depart Beth El 1 pm, return 

approximately 5:15 pm 

 

Acclaimed by Time Magazine as 

the “best play of the 1980s,” Broad-

way Bound is the third chapter in 

Neil Simon’s autobiographical trilo-

gy. The story revolves around Eu-

gene and his older brother Stanley 

who are trying to become profession-

al comedy writers while coping with 

their parents’ break-up and eventual 

divorce. When their material — 

which mirrors their personal lives — 

is broadcast on the radio for the first 

time, family relationships are tested. 

This Pulitzer Prize-nominated play is 

directed by Shirley Serotsky, a free-

lance theater director based in the 

Washington area whose works in-

clude Yentl at Theatre J. Seating is 

limited, so sign up early! 

Fee: $34/ $30 synagogue or J mem-

bers (includes performance and 

transportation)  Code: #7747 

RSVP: Submit payment and regis-

tration form to the J, Attn: Shelly 

Rosenstein. Make check payable to 

JCCNV. 

 

Wednesday, Dec. 14,  

10:30 am – 1 pm 

Presented by author Dr. Cindy Gueli, 

historian, reporter and producer 

You’ve heard of Rosie the Rivet-

er, but do you know about Washing-

ton’s Government Girls? Almost a 

quarter of a million adventurous 

young women swarmed the nation’s 

capital to become stenographers, typ-

ists, code breakers, analysts, and 

spies to help America fight World 

War II. Dr. Cindy Gueli discusses the 

captivating, surprising, and often 

moving first-person stories she col-

lected for Lipstick Brigade, her book 

of how these incredible women tri-

umphed over the challenges of war 

and the chaotic, frustrating, and often 

deadly capital boomtown. Her book 

will be available for purchase after 

the program. 

Professor Gueli has taught and 

lectured widely on American social 

and pop culture history. She is also 

a media professional who worked as 

a consultant on Showtime’s The Un-

told History of The United States, a 

reporter and producer for Associated 

Press Television News, VH1, and 

A&E, and creator and host of the web 

series “Scandalous Washington.” 

After the program, stay and enjoy a 

delicious lunch!  

Fee: $12/ $10 J or synagogue mem-

ber (includes program & catered 

lunch by Celebrity Deli — white-

fish, egg & fruit salads, nova 

spread, cream cheese and bagels) 

Code: #7745 

RSVP: Bring or send in payment 

and registration form by Dec. 9 to 

the J, Attn.:  Shelly Rosenstein. 

Make check payable to JCCNV 

with 12/14 in memo line. 

All Beth El/JCCNV events are $4/$2 

for J or synagogue members unless 

noted otherwise. Coffee, tea, and des-

sert will be provided. 

To RSVP or get more information for 

all Beth El/JCCNV events, please con-

tact Shelly.Rosenstein@jccnv.org, 

703.537.3062 

Neil Simon’s Broadway Bound 

Beth El/JCCNV Events 
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Let’s Play with Your Brain  

Wednesday, Dec. 21,  

10:30 am – noon 

It has been proven over and over 

again that cognitive stimulation, such 

as playing games, helps the brain. 

Come enjoy a fun morning as we give 

your brain a workout with fun games 

such as Reminiscing and Scattergories. 

And since Hanukkah is just around the 

corner, we will even provide gelt 

(chocolate coins) for all the winners 

along with some delicious sufganiyot 

(jelly doughnuts)! This will be a nice 

opportunity to talk and meet other 

members and end the year on a fun and 

positive note. 

RSVP:  Shelly.Rosenstein@jccnv.org; 

703.537.3062 

Special Author Program  

with Lunch at  

Beth El Hebrew Congregation 

The Lipstick Brigade, The Untold 

True Story of Washington’s World 

War II Government Girls  

Wednesday, Dec. 28  

No Program 

mailto:Shelly.Rosenstein@jccnv.org
mailto:Shelly.Rosenstein@jccnv.org


 

 

Page 14 

READY FOR PRESCHOOL? 

It is not too early to begin thinking 

about next year!! 

 
Our Preschool offers part time and full time programs for 

students who are 2, 3 or 4 by September 30. And, full time 

toddler program accepts students who are 16-23 months.  

The ECLC is licensed by the state of Virginia and is open to 

all members of the community. 

For more information or to set up a tour, please contact Director Dina Backer at 703-537-

3084 or dina.backer@jccnv.org. 

Give your preschooler the gift of a great learning experience, new friends and lots of fun! 

Beth El Bulletin December 2016 

Member News 
Welcome New Members: 

Marc Greidinger and Elizabeth Williams, and Stanley 

and Thomas 

Dennis and Renee Szybala, and Valerie and Julia 

Gary and Stacey Jacobs, and Steven, Joshua, and Todd 

Steven and Rachael Jacobs, and Kaydence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do a good deed for your Congregation and, if you have a 

practice or a business, for yourself! 

Advertise in the Bulletin! 

Make it easier for Congregants to patronize your business. 

E-mail bulletin@bethelhebrew.org for more information. 

THIS COULD BE YOUR AD! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

May the memory of the dear departed always be a 

blessing and inspiration to all who knew and loved 

them. 

 

May our synagogue community bring comfort to 

those who mourn them. 

 

May the families know of no more sorrow. 

Amen. 

mailto:dina.backer@jccnv.org?subject=ECLC%20Preschool%20Request%20for%20Information
mailto:bulletin@bethelhebrew.org
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Lifelong Learning Sponsors a Successful Tour of Old 

Jewish Alexandria 

O 
N NOV. 6, the Beth El Lifelong Learning Com-

mittee hosted a tour of Alexandria’s Jewish his-

tory led by Michael Morris of the Jewish Histori-

cal Society of Greater Washington. It was a beautiful fall 

day, perfect for walking the hour and a half loop; the 20 

people in attendance enjoyed the history, geography, and 

weather. 

 
The loop included a variety of sites including the for-

mer location of Beth El’s original synagogue, and that of 

Agudas Achim’s old original building too. 

 
In front of the commemorative sign for the original 

Beth El synagogue. 

 
In front of the original home of Agudas Achim syna-

gogue. 

Tour guide Michael Morris embellished his talk with 

a variety of historical photographs and visual aids. One of 

the highlights was viewing the site of the Brager-

Goldsmith Store at 108 King Street. 

 
Though at ground level the eye is quick to settle on 

the words “Ice Cream” on the building, at the very top of 

the same building is the sign for the clothing merchant, 

Emanuel Goldsmith, who headed a thriving business in 

the late 1800s and early 1900s. Just down the block at 

500 King Street was the building of Joseph Hayman’s 

clothing establishment. During World War I, Joseph 

Hayman, grandfather to our own Jimmy Hayman, would 

travel to the soldiers at Fort Belvoir 15 miles to the south, 

take their orders, and rush them by train to Baltimore for 

fabrication, then return the next day with the merchandise 

— far outpacing the competition. His energy resulting a a 

very successful business, and helped the Jewish commu-

nity help the city. 

The Lifelong Learning Committee is indebted to the 

Jewish Historical Society for leading us on such an inter-

esting and enjoyable tour. The Lifelong Learning Com-

mittee will sponsor another tour of local Jewish history in 

the spring. 

Lifelong Learning Committee — Maryn, Julie, Peter 

and Jay 
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The Congregation Gratefully Acknowledges the Following Donations 

BETH EL GENERAL FUND 
Donor In Honor of 
Fran and Bob Staiman ................................... Sandy Rosenblatt and a speedy recovery 
Donor In Appreciation of 
Sheldon Ezring ................................................................. Beth El Hebrew Congregation 
     Robert Eligman 
Reuben, Norman and Jennie Geisner ...................................................... Rabbi Isserow 
 and the 50th anniversary blessing
 for Carole and Joel Geisner 
Donor In Memory of 
Dr. and Mrs. Gary Avakian.............................................................. Michael Avakian and 
 Hortense Tannenbaum 
Larry Bosworth ....................................................................................... Martin Bosworth 
Alice Lowenthal .................................................................... Peter and Helen Messinger 
Mary Sherris-Meyrow and Arne Meyrow ................................................. Marilyn Varadi, 
 Sam Sherris and Etta Meyrow 
Erika Danty ..............................................................................................Peggy Freiband 
Jack Thalhimer ........................................................................................ John Thalhimer 
Larry Bosworth ....................................................................................... Martin Bosworth 

ENDOWMENT FUND 
Donor In Honor of 
Myrna and Paul Beck ..................................................... Alice Lowenthal’s 90th Birthday 
 and a full recovery for Sandy Marks 
Barbara Mintz ..................................................... Enid and Jerry Liess’ 60th Anniversary 
Donor In Memory of 
Deb and Len Waldman ............................................................................ David Perlstein 
     Judi and Jay Eskovitz 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles F. James .............................................................William R. Frank 
Sarina Greenberg .................................................................................... Estelle Massey 
Roger E. Smith .......................................................................................... Rhonda Smith 
 Karen Engle, and Walter J. Smith 
Sue Rabin .................................................................................................. Sadie Dangel 
Karen, Michael and Alyssa Weinberger ........................................................ Milton Horn 
Marjorie Harris and Vicki Warren .............................................................. Estella Dreifus 
 and Max Salomonsohn 
Ken Berger .............................................................................................. Leonard Lipson 
Shirley Cohen ................................................................................................. Max Cohen 
Barbara Mintz .......................................... Gussie Perlman, Iris Levine, and Morris Mintz 
Dana Arnold ........................................................................................... Sylvia Kassalow 

FAKOURY MUSIC FUND 
Donor In Honor of 
Myrna and Paul Beck ........................................... Cantor Jason Kaufman’s spirit during 
 High Holiday Services and throughout the year 
Donor In Memory of 
Jeanette and Barry Astrow......................................... Roslyn Astrow and Sidney Astrow 

JACK KLEIN MEMORIAL GENEALOGY LIBRARY 
Donor In Memory of 
Lotte Goldman.............................................................. Werner Goldman and Kurt Wohl 

MEMORIAL BOARD FUND 
Donor In Memory of 
The Baker Family ......................................... Albert Baker, Matilda Baker, Anna Tobias, 
 Harold Baker and Ruth Sinberg Baker 

KOL NIDRE FUND 
Donor In Memory of 
Julienne Bramesco and Glenn Law ............................................................... Gay Sorrell 
Betsy Weissman ................................................................................ Marshall D. Gibson 
Barbara Lesser ........................................................................................ Sheldon Ezring 
Arlene Hewitt .......................................................................................... Daniel Feldman 
Sheila Fieldman ............................................................................ Robert H. Gronenberg 
Dan and Jennie Rothschild ...................................................................... Russell Koffler 
Michael Remson ......................................................................................Victor Schwartz 
Yelena Raben and William Hurst ............................................................. Arnold Speiser 
Jackie and Alan Gropman .............................................................................. Pat Collins 
Rebecca Frank ....................................................................... Janet and Murray Horwitz 
Susan Messamore ................................................................... Sandra and Mark Werfel 

RABBI’S GOOD DEED FUND 
Donor 
Roger Smith 
Donor In Honor of 
The Baker Family ............................................................................. Rabbi Brett Isserow 
Joan and Don Sacarob ................................. Bert and Joyce Snyder’s 65th Anniversary 
Frances Lapidus and Mitchell Bukzin......................................................Marvin Burstein 
Reuben, Norman and Jennie Geisner ....................... Rabbi Isserow’s 50th Anniversary 
 Blessing for Carole and Joel Geisner 
Donor In Memory of 
Erika Danty .......................................................................... Max Weil and Louise Gabel 
Helene Butler ............................................................................ Simon Sibony, her father 
Jodi Morrocco ....................................................................... Andrea and Robert Adeson 
Cheryl Ann and David Colton ...................................Ernest Jack and Ruth Litten Colton 

SHAPIRO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Donor In Honor of 
Jamie, Jim, Josh, Jared and Jenna Williams .................................... Marshall’s Birthday 

SHARON STEINBERG FUND FOR INCLUSION 
Donor In Honor of 
Jeanette Astrow ............................................ The B’nei Mitzvah of Claire and Ethan Feil 
 and the Bat Mitzvah of Leah Shosteck 
Donor In Memory of 
Jeanette and Barry Astrow ............................... Eleanor Klinkman and Robert Klinkman 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND 
Donor In Memory of| 
Henry Brooks ............................................................. The 59th anniversary of the death 
 of Edwin H. Brooks, elder brother of Henry 
Mary Sherris-Meyrow and Arne Meyrow ...................................................... Sam Sherris 
 and Etta Meyrow 

MARC S. ROSS SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Donor In Memory of 
Paul Polinger and Susan L. Miller ........................................................ Oscar L. Polinger 
Linda and Bennett Oltman.............................................................................. Marc Ross 
Harriet and Harold Damelin .............................................. Linda Portnoy’s mother, Flore 
Neil Schlussel ............................................................................................... Morry Silber 
 

Beth El Bulletin December 2016 

Thank you for your generous donations. No donation is too small. All donations are acknowl-

edged in The Bulletin two months following their receipt. Acknowledgements are mailed with a 

minimum of $18 per person per acknowledgment.  

              — Moshe Teichman 
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Celebrate Hanukkah with WRJ 
Wednesday, Dec. 21  

12:00 noon - 2:00 pm: Hanukkah Luncheon 

6:30 - 8:00 pm: Latke Social 

Please join WRJ for our annual Hanukkah Luncheon and/or Latke Social. The cost for each event is $20 for WRJ 

members, $25 for non-members. 

The menu for both events will be chicken, salmon, latkes and salad, with 

sufganiyot (jelly donuts) and brownies for dessert. 

Bring a wrapped white elephant gift (accessory, small household item, or 

book) for a gift exchange with our own “spin” on the dreidel game. 

Feel free to bring your own Hanukkiah to light as we celebrate the Festival 

of Lights. 

RSVP and Questions: e-mail (preferred) WRJHospitality@gmail.com or call 

Jeanette Astrow at 703-451-7007. 

WRJ Memberships Sold at All WRJ Events 

GUEST HOUSE SUPPORT:  As part of WRJ’s continuing partnership with Guest House, we will again be collecting 

hygiene products for these brave women. If you want to contribute to this effort, please purchase full size items and 

bring them with you to the  Luncheon or Social. 

Our annual book sale cannot take place without your help!  Check the December and January calendars in The Bulletin 

and on the website for book sorting times and dates and then just show up. We have two — count ‘em, two — motiva-

tors for you: (1) We have a lot of fun doing it, and (2) Sorters get “first dibs” from our fabulous collection of used 

books!  

Attention Potential Book Sorters! 

O 
UR 15TH annual used Book Sale 

Fundraiser is Jan. 15 & 16, 2017. 

We need your books, CDs, DVDs, & vi-

nyl records. 

Please bring your donations to Beth El 

during office hours. 

Need help or have questions: 

please contact Rhoda Goldman at 703-992-

9370 or e-mail 

lennieg@cox.net. 

 

 

mailto:WRJHospitality@gmail.com
mailto:lennieg@cox.net
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It may not be too late to contact me (Deborah Schaffer schaffer4@gmail.com) to volunteer to go out with the 

ALIVE! Furniture trucks on Sunday, Dec. 4. If it is too late, thank you to everyone who did volunteer. You will get 

your name in print next month! The furniture program makes it possible for people to not sit, eat, and sleep on the 

floors of their homes. If you live in the city of Alexandria and have furniture to donate, call 703 837-9300 x 3. 

 

The sixth night of Hanukkah is Ner Shel Tzedakah, traditionally a night when you replace gift giving with making a 

donation to an organization that helps the poor. ALIVE! is one of those organizations. You can make tax deductible 

donations online at alive-inc.org.  

 

Our annual Housewares Drive for the ALIVE! housewares program takes place during February. If you are cleaning 

out your linen closet or kitchen, please hold on to items until February. Many will appreciate that. 

 

Deborah Schaffer  

schaffer4@gmail.com 

 

Thank you for healing a broken world one family at a time. Your generous contributions will help us help those 

who are striving for economic success with dignity for themselves and their children. And we encourage each of 

our supporters who has not contributed by the time you receive this newsletter to help us continue to work effec-

tively by returning the envelope you received in the mail or donate on-line at www.bethelhouseva.org.   

Our continued success depends on your generous financial support. Without your generosity we cannot maintain 

and expand a program that is highly successful and has a very low percentage of funds going to administration and 

overhead costs. This means that your generosity is directly supporting each of our resident families.  

And your generosity means that we have families thriving in our program and one successful graduate receiving 

aftercare which includes therapy services and case management contact. However, please remember that we want 

to be prepared for each new family that may require more services than we projected. And this is where you make 

the difference. 

LAST DAYS TO CONTRIBUTE FOR HOLIDAY GIFT CARDS!  We are collecting until December 11th. Gift 

Cards for Beth El House (BEH) can be left in the BEH mailbox in the Temple office.  Thanks for all of your sup-

port!! 

For additional information, or how you can help our program, please contact Melinda Selden (703.569.5443 or 

melindaselden@verizon.net) or our website at www.bethelhouseva.org. And thank you for your support, your car-

ing, your generosity.  

— Melinda Selden 

…helping homeless families, with an emphasis on victims of domestic vio-

lence, transition to independent living with dignity through its program of 

subsidized housing and individualized services... 

mailto:schaffer4@gmail.com
alive-inc.org
mailto:schaffer4@gmail.com
http://www.bethelhouseva.org
mailto:melindaselden@verizon.net
http://www.bethelhouseva.org
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HOLD THE DATE 

No Va Jewish Film Festival, Mar. 23-Apr. 2, 2017 

Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy (VICPP) A 

Day for All People, Virginia State Capitol, Jan. 25, 2017 

Beth El Hebrew Congregation and Westminster Presby-

terian Church Interfaith Trip to Israel, Apr. 26-May 7, 

Annual Book Sale, Jan. 15-16, 2017  

Mahj Mayhem, Apr. 23, 2017 

Renaissance Group Square Dance and Dinner, Apr. 8, 

2017 

Jewish Advocacy Day in Richmond, Feb. 8, 2017  

59th Annual Beth El-Fairlington United Methodist Inter-

faith Dinner, this year at Fairlington, Feb. 7, 2017  

Annual Housewares Drive for ALIVE!, February 

Super Bowl 51, Feb. 5, 2017 

NFTY Convention in Chicago, Feb. 18-20, 2017 

Confirmation L’Taken weekend, Feb. 24-27, 2017 

Global Woman’s Summit at JCCNV, Mar. 25, 2017 

Kol Nova Purim Spiel at Beth El, Mar. 12, 2016 


