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Shabbat Morning 
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...and lots of tantalizing  tidbits 

scattered  throughout, 
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Save a life 
     Hang out with a friend 
          Make a new friend 
               Send help to where it’s needed 
 
Put salt in a cup and pass it on or 
     Put sugar in a cup and pass it on or 
          Put baking soda in a cup and pass or 
               Put potassium in a cup and pass it on 
or 
                     Pour the contents into an envelope or 
                            Seal the envelope. 
 
We need 150 of you, 14 or over to get this done; students between 8 and 14 are needed, 
too! 
 

Come to the Social Hall for 2 hours between 9 am and 3 pm,  
on Sunday, Apr. 15  

 

Contact Bobbie Gershman 
RSVP or questions 
Gershman18@verizon.net or 703-960-2921 
 

Sponsored by Beth El Social Action, Brotherhood, Religious School and Immanuel 
Church on the Hill 

Oral Rehydration Therapy 

mailto:Gershman18@verizon.net
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Rabbi’s Remarks 

Beth El Bulletin April 2018 

“Oh freedom 
Oh freedom 
Oh freedom over me!  
And before I’d be a slave 
I’ll be buried in my grave 
And go home to my Lord and be free.” 
I first heard the words of this old spiritual 

in the late sixties. It was sung by Pete Seeger on an al-
bum called We shall Overcome - an album, which, 
along with many others, was banned in apartheid South 
Africa. How then did I get to hear it? My friend Nicky 
and I brought two copies back from Israel. I carried the 
records in sleeves provided by the record store (light 
green and covered in Hebrew which at that time neither 
he nor I nor the customs agents could decipher) and he 
brought in the covers - empty so that they posed no real 
threat to bring down the Nationalist Party Government 
regime which then ruled South Africa!  

While we earnestly learned all the lyrics and sang 
most of these protest songs at any and every occasion, it 
never really occurred to us that the freedom we so sin-
cerely sought may have some serious strings attached. It 
is one thing to tear down a corrupt system; it is wholly 
another to establish something fair and just in its place. 

We can only try to understand the euphoria that our 
Israelite ancestors felt as they departed from Egypt - 
hundreds of years of slavery and oppression now over, 
the breadth of a sea between them and the danger of 
Pharaoh and his minions. How happy, how elated they 
must have been… 

And yet, the text doesn’t seem to reflect that. If any-
thing they seem to be reluctant to go, ambivalent at best 
about leaving behind the little security that they had 
known to venture into the unknown. The vast desert, the 
uncertain leadership of a man they hardly knew, com-

manded by a God that they had all but forgotten. Not 
even that awesome moment at Sinai seems to make any 
real impression on their tired and wearisome souls. 

It mattered not that food fell miraculously from the 
sky, that sweet water flowed from the flinty rock, that 
they were guided by a pillar of cloud during the day, 
protected by a pillar of fire throughout the night. All 
they could see was the wilderness, an endless waste-
land, no promise, no redemption, just sand and scrub! 

There are times, while reading the morning paper or 
watching the nightly news, that I can well understand 
why they felt as they did - times when the clouds of 
gloom and doom seem to be impervious to even the 
smallest ray of light. It is so easy and tempting to sink 
into the darkness… 

“Whoa!” cries the voice in the wilderness. Our tradi-
tion urges us to look for the manna, the sweet water, the 
moments of amazement that flit through our  days. As 
long as we have hope, as long as we can imagine the 
Promised Land, the ideal, and as long as we have the 
will to move toward it, dragging ourselves, kicking and 
complaining (we are Jews after all!), we can overcome 
the despair and the anguish and have cause to celebrate 
our victory. 

This is truly what Pesach is all about and it is from 
these timeless stories told and retold by our tradition 
that we can derive the strength, courage, and determina-
tion to find our way through the wilderness that so fre-
quently threatens to envelop us. 

Hag sameach! May this Pesach truly be a cerebra-

tion of freedom! 
 
L’shalom, 
Brett 

Your Executive Committee and 

Senior Staff: Standing, l to r: Jo-

ann Rhodes, David Weinraub, 

Alan Cohen, Rabbi Isserow, Can-

tor Kauman. Seated, l to r: Ju-

lienne Bramesco, Ilene Reiter, 

Adam Wallach, Linda Waller. Sen-

ior Staff not pictured: Barry Smith. 

(This picture carefully staged to 

not show empty pizza boxes and 

wind bottles.) 
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O 
NE OF MY favorite holidays is Mardi Gras. 
Yes, you read that correctly. 
My first pulpit upon ordination was in New 

Orleans where I briefly served as an interim cantor for 
a year.  I spent the majority of the year hearing about 
Mardi Gras and shaking my head in disbelief,  not un-
derstanding how this holiday captured the imagination 
of an entire city.  Once it came around however, I un-
derstood.  Mardi Gras celebrates joy, community and 
artistic expression.  It is a season of family, and friends, 
picnics, barbecues and parade, food, music and cos-
tumes.  It is about what brings joy and creativity to our 
world. 

And yes, to be absolutely clear, It is not about the 
excess and extremes that those who have never experi-
enced a New Orleans Mardi Gras often associate with 
it. 

Every year since joining Beth El almost five years 
ago (wow!)  I have brought a little taste of Mardi Gras 
to our community. Perhaps you have been to a Shabbat 
service where I have sung Adon Olam to the tune of to 
the When the Saints Go Marching In or seen some of 
the New Orleanian art in my office.   For our staff, I 
have even put together a small Mardi Gras party in our 
office. I bring some costumes and hats for us to wear 
and delicious king cake for us to eat. 

Picture it. 
Here in our deeply committed, Jewish community, 

we are gathered around in the office wearing costumes 

and eating a cake that is religiously 
symbolic to our Christian friends. 

In the room, collectively, we are 
Jewish, Christian and Muslim.  We are 
racially diverse and we come from all 
parts of the world.  We are straight and 
gay and our families all look different 
from each other. 

And everyone belongs. 
This does not hurt us as a Jewish community. It 

does not confuse what our Jewish beliefs are and it 
does not disrespect the traditions that are important to 
us as a Jewish community.  It does exactly the oppo-
site.   It strengthens who we are as a welcoming cele-
bratory and life affirming community.  It says loud and 
clear that yes, everyone really is welcome in our com-
munity. In so many ways we are a community that our 
ancestors could’ve never dreamed of or imagined 
themselves.  

This is America and this is our Beth El community. 
We are here in this world and here in this unique 

moment in time, to not merely accept others, to not just 
respect others, but to celebrate others. We all deserve 
to celebrate and to be celebrated.  This is how we culti-
vate a culture of love, respect, and joy.   
 
— Cantor Kaufman 

ONLY A FEW SPACES LEFT…… DON’T MISS THE CHANCE! 
 

The JCCNV-BETH EL ECLC is currently accepting registration 
for the 2018-19 school year. 

 
Contact Director Dina Backer for  registration, information and a tour! 

703-537-3084   dina.backer@jccnv.org 

Alexandria Days of Remembrance 

T 
HE CITY OF Alexandria’s 31st annual Days of Remembrance of the Victims of the Holocaust will be held 

Thursday, Apr. 12 at noon in Market Square. The guest speaker will be Irene Weiss, who arrived at Auschwitz-

Birkenau on a transport in the spring of 1944 and returned this past February to mark the 70th anniversary of its 

liberation. Rabbi Isserow and Cantor Kaufman will be participating in the commemoration as well as Hazzan 

Dienstfrey, Mayor Silberberg, and members of the Alexandria City Council.  

We hope that many Beth El members will be able to attend this City Commemoration to reflect on the Holocaust and 
remember those who suffered at the hands of the Nazi regime. 

Joyce Gordon 

mailto:dina.backer@jccnv.org
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President’s Point of View 

I 
 JUST GOT BACK from my college 
roommate’s son’s bar mitzvah in the 
Chicago area. It is really eye-

opening to visit other reform congrega-
tions. This weekend proved to me once 
again how special  Beth El is!  

The congregation I visited used the Mishakan Tefil-
lah, so I had some idea of what to expect from the actual 
service. The music Friday night was supplied by a col-
lege a capella group that I would love to host. The bar 
mitzvah on Saturday was lovely. The congregation did 
not have a cantor, instead it had a song leader and piano 
player. No one sang! Oh, except for me, loudly and 
hopefully on key in the back pew. How different from 
our singing services this was, and how much I missed 
Cantor Kaufman!  

The Torah was read on both Shabbat eve and on Sat-
urday. As a result, much of the kabbalat Shabbat on Fri-
day was omitted. The bar mitzvah boy read, but did not 
chant his Torah portion. I say that as an observation on-
ly—I couldn’t even do that—and he did a terrific job! I 
did not meet a single congregant who wasn’t part of the 
clergy or a guest of the bar mitzvah family. That’s right, 
no one talked to me at the oneg or at the Kiddush fol-
lowing the morning service. And there was no pre-oneg. 
I missed my Beth El family! 

What I heard when I returned was even more ex-
traordinary. This happened to be the weekend of the 
windstorm, and I knew there was a bar mitzvah and I 
also knew the synagogue lost power. The lamp oil did 
not burn for eight days, but what happened was no less 
miraculous. Our wonderful building staff, and brother-
hood and WRJ volunteers kicked into high gear and put 
on a bar mitzvah for the ages!  

The reception was lit by lanterns and a traditional 
Shabbat luncheon was served that did not require cook-
ing. I note that all this is the way things might have been 
done in the early days of Beth El. In short, all parts of 
Beth El came together and showed the family and their 
guests what it means to be part pf a sacred community. I 
am so proud to be one of you and to play whatever part I 
have in our success.  

We have an illustrious past (we’re the “Historic Beth 
El Hebrew Congregation”) and we have a great future 
ahead of us. To paraphrase the opening to Mi Chamo-
chah, I look forward to joining hands and marching 
there together. 
 
— Julienne Bramesco 
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O 
N MARCH 3, 2018 we celebrated 
Gavin Nichol’s Bar Mitzvah. 
While all B’nai Mitzvah are spe-

cial and unique, Gavin was able to show 
everyone how much he learned by reading 
Torah essentially in the dark. A wind 

storm ripped through Virginia and left Beth El Hebrew 
Congregation without power.  

It was a pleasure to see Brotherhood, WRJd, other 
volunteers, clergy, the maintenance team, etc, work to-
gether to ensure a wonderful experience for the Bar 
Mitzvah family and all of their guests. In the time that I 
have been fortunate enough to be at Beth El, I view 
Gavin’s Bar Mitzvah as an example of the greatness of 
this synagogue community. Flexibility, cooperation, 

positive attitude were all evident on that Saturday.  
As we continue to gain excitement about our new 

Rabbi joining our soon to be new Emeritus Rabbi, I ask 
that you share the greatness exemplified in Beth El. For 
example, as you see comments and pictures on our Fa-
cebook page, please hit ‘share’ so that all your friends 
can begin to know us. We would be very honored to 
welcome new members to our family. One of the easiest 
way to tell our story is to share it on social media! 
Please help spread the word. 

 
 

Adam Wallach 
Executive Director 

Executive Director’s Entry 

The division-winning Beth El softball team is still looking for a few players to round out 
its roster for the 2018 Fairfax Country Church Softball League season, which is expected 
to begin in late April. 

Anyone wishing to play should contact the coach, Jim Goldwater, at 703-922-0424 or 
jimauh2o@aol.com. 

mailto:jimauh2o@aol.com


 

 

Page 5 Beth El Hebrew Congregation 

T 
HERE ARE TIMES when one wrongly  believes 
that we have failed in teaching our Jewish youth 
about the values of living a Jewish life, under-

standing how Judaism is relevant to their lives, and of-
fering guidance to their lives as American Jews. Then 
one has the opportunity to see how our Beth El Youth 
have connected Judaism to their everyday lives. One 
such opportunity is to read the presentations  by six 
Beth El teens, members of our confirmation class, to 
their Congressmen about important issues the Congress-
men need to address in legislation.  

Thanks to an excellent recommendation by Cantor 
Kaufman and a generous donor  our  confirmation 
classes for the last three years have attended L’Taken, a 
program sponsored by the Religious Action Center of 
Reform Judaism (RAC). A couple hundred Jewish re-
form teenagers gather in Washington, DC, to participate 
in a weekend of learning about the tools available for 
advocacy. The weekend provides an opportunity for 
Jewish teenagers from around the country to meet one 
another and explore Washington, DC.  Most important-
ly, they select a topic that is offered to them, spend time 
creating position papers relating to the topic, and on 
Monday they appear before Congressional representa-
tives from their district to advocate for their positions. 

Our confirmation class was accompanied by the von-
firmation teachers  (Todd Levine and Maryn Simon) 
and Cantor Kaufman. The Beth El teens attending 
L’Taken were Rachel Suchman, Dolly Lebow, Josh 

Mutterperl, Abby Solomon, Sylvie 
Weiman, and Maddie Eisman. 

Among the topics our teens had to 
choose from were gun policy and 
woman’s reproductive rights. During 
the L’Taken weekend, the teens re-
searched their topics, attended semi-
nars to learn about the Jewish perspective on the topic, 
and created position papers that the teens would present 
to Congressman or their staffs. In my opinion, their po-
sition papers are better than some prepared by paid lob-
byists. The position papers were written with passion 
through their Jewish lens. There will be links to these 
papers in the Religious School newsletter and the Beth 
El E- bulletin. 

I know when you read these papers you will feel as I 
do that our future is in good hands. Our thanks to the 
clergy and teachers who have instilled in our youth an 
understanding of the relevancy of Judaism to their lives. 
A special thank you to their parents who have provided 
them a Jewish atmosphere in which to explore and prac-
tice their Judaism. An ultimate thank you to these six 
special teenagers who live active Jewish lives. 

 
L’Shalom, 
Barry Smith, Director  of Education 
bsmith@bethelhebrew.org 

Religious School Report: Our Future Is 
in Good Hands 

ECLC News 

P 
URIM IS AN awesome and wonderful celebration on our ECLC; filled with costumes, hamentaschen, carnival 

games, and of course the Megillah. The highlight for years has been the Megillah story, delivered in great per-

formance by Rabbi Isserow. Parents, teachers and children excitedly await his arrival, and with him, the bun-

dle of hats that will represent each of the characters in the story. In a delightful, entertaining one-man performance, 

Rabbi Isserow shares the story of Pur im with our  youngest fr iends and their  families in way that is uniquely 

his own and we love him for it!  

Rabbi’s participation in our Purim celebration year after year is only a small part of his role in our school. From 

the very first seedling of an idea of a partnership preschool between Beth El and JCCNV, Rabbi has been the 

school’s biggest supporter. His leadership in the inception of the school and his continued involvement and guidance 

ever since has made us the successful program we have become today. His heart is with us always. 

As the Rabbi prepares for his transition to Emeritas, we are so happy that, though his role will change, he will still 

be near. Thank you hardly seems sufficient for the depth of our gratitude, for all of the memories we will carry with 

us, and for the fun times to come in the future.  From all of us in the ECLC, thank you Rabbi Isserow for being a part 

of us: yesterday, today, and tomorrow! 

 

Dina Backer 

mailto:bsmith@bethelhebrew.org


 

 

H 
APPY PASSOVER to you and your families. 
We hope that you have a joyous celebration and 
safe travels. WRJ started its celebration early 

with a pre-Passover potluck where close to 40 women 
shared their favorite Passover dessert recipes and in 
some cases their recipes. All this while learning about 
three brave Jewish women in history from our rabbinic 
trio - Rabbis Ann Folb, Brett Isserow, and Jennifer 
Weiner. We so appreciate their willingness to share their 
time and knowledge with us. We also thank Jo Ann Al-
len, Marsh Kohn, Naomi and Rory Mercer, Kate and 
Sally Schneider, and Linda Shapiro for  helping us to 
set up for this lovely affair. Joining us for the evening 
were seven residents from Guest House who enjoyed 
the desserts, socializing with our ladies, and the learning 
as they strive to become the strong women they know 
are inside them.  

April brings us the return of our Snowbirds, new 
mah jongg cards, and Mahj Mayhem on Apr. 22 from 
2:00 – 5:00 pm. Please join us for an afternoon of fun, 
socializing, nosh, and a bit of mayhem as we raise funds 
for the youth of Beth El.  

Please join us May 4 at 6:00 pm for WRJ Shabbat 
where we will honor our Woman of the Year, Michele 
Milden. We are grateful for  all of Michele’s skills in 
organizing significant fundraisers over the years. The 
evening will begin with a potluck dinner, include our 
raffle drawing, and end with Shabbat services and the 
oneg. Please RSVP to wrjhospitality@gmail.com with 
how many will attend and what you will bring or call 

WRJ News 
Jeanette Astrow @ 703-451-7007 for more infor-
mation. Please watch the mail for your raffle ticket 
fundraiser packet. You may also sell to friends. Addi-
tional raffle tickets are available in the office. 

Thank you to Pat Collins, Jeremy Flachs, Kris Key-
del, and Barbara Rosenfeld for  helping to serve din-
ner to those in need at Carpenter’s shelter in February. 
The chili and chocolate chip cookies are beloved by all!! 

Join WRJ’s book club group on Tuesday, Apr. 10, at 
11:00 am to discuss Waking Lions by Ayelet Gundar-
Goshen. Twenty years and still going strong. New mem-
bers are always welcome. WRJ membership is required. 
 
Chag Pesach Sameach, 
Jeanette Astrow 
WRJ President 
 
Upcoming events 

 Next WRJ Meeting – Apr. 4 
 Book Club – Apr. 10 (Waking Lions by Ayelet 

Gundar-Goshen) 
 Mahj Mayhem – Apr. 22 
 WRJ Shabbat – May 4 
 Carpenters Shelter  -  Cook on Apr. 22 and serve 

on Apr. 23 
 Knitting  -  Apr. 8 and 22 
 Mah Jongg – Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday 
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WRJ Social Action 
IT’S SPRING!  TIME TO CLEAN OUT  

CLOSETS!!! 
April 15-30, 2018 

Collect professional clothing for WOMEN and MEN 

 
It is that time of year again — time to clean out closets.  And 
again we will support women and men.  For the last two weeks 
of April, Sunday April 15 through Monday April 30, we will col-
lect gently used professional clothes to help economically chal-
lenged women and men in our community as they apply for jobs 
and join the professional work force.  This will be our sixth year 
collecting professional clothing! 
 
Bring your donations to the Social Action bins in the Beth El 
lobby. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of our community! 

 
Janet Garber 

703-256-7988 

garberj123@gmail.com 

The WRJ Judaica Shop 
Wants You!  

 Do you love the Beth El Judaica Shop?  
 Do you want to support the temple and serve the 

community?  
 Do you prefer to work at your convenience?  
 Do you feel confident with a spreadsheet? 
 

If so, WRJ has an opportunity for you! 
WRJ seeks a Beth El member to serve as WRJ Ju-

daica Shop Treasurer, a task essential to help run the 
shop. The Judaica Shop offers valued merchandise to 
Beth El members and all proceeds go to support the 
Temple. 

This job can primarily be done from your home 
computer, and requires you to come into the shop 
“now and then” to pick up invoices and funds for de-
posit. With electronic bill paying, photo check depos-
its, and quarterly state tax payments made so easy with 
the Virginia online calculator, it does not require you 
to have accounting skills.  

You can also take a shift in the shop, and attend 
monthly WRJ Board meetings, if you are so inclined!  
You can meet people, get retail sales experience and 
make a real difference to Beth El.   

If interested, please email shop manager Sara 
Deshong-Rojas at sararose0409@gmail.com.  

mailto:wrjhospitality@gmail.com
mailto:garberj123@gmail.com
mailto:sararose0409@gmail.com


 

 

W 
HAT A BUSY time it has been for your Beth 
El Brotherhood. Over the past several weeks, 
Brotherhood volunteers catered two b’nei 

mitzvah luncheons for Beth El families (one of them in 
wind-induced power-outage candle-lit darkness), hosted 
the 60th annual Beth El-Fairlington Interfaith dinner, 
and organized the extremely fun and popular Purim 
Carnival. And planning continues for Brotherhood’s 
free public policy forums (Sundays from 10:00 to noon) 
on Gerrymandering and the Politics of Redistricting 
(Apr. 8) and America’s Response to Charlottesville 
(May 6). RSVPs to Ron Sturman,  
rgsturman@msn.com. 

Thank-you to the families of Samara Tanner and 
Gavin Nikol for  choosing Brotherhood to cater  your  
b’nei mitzvah luncheons. We wish to acknowledge our 
chefs, Joel Bernstein and Jake Gallun, food purchaser, 
Judy Jankowski, event managers Roberto Mosse 
and Howard Wahlberg, and the multiple volunteers who 
made these catering services possible (some of whom 
volunteered for both eventx): Bob Shaver, Joel Augen, 
Jeff Brodie, Pat Collins, Stuart Davis, Quinn Jen-
nings, Susy Mosse, Matt Mutterperl, Inna Naygauz, 
Sue Rabin, Donna Sachs, Jeffrey and Aaron Sachs, 
Danielle Sassin, Bill, Sally and Kate Schneider, Ger-
rie Sturman, Jerry Tertlitzky, Michael and David 
Weinraub, and Rhubarb and Logan Woodmansee. 
To learn more about Brotherhood catering, please con-
tact us at catering@bethelhebrew.org. 

Thanks also to the many volunteers who made our 
60th annual interfaith dinner, featuring Rabbi  Gerald 
Serotta,  so memorable: Event organizer, Ron Sturman, 
Chef Matt Warschaw and his kitchen assistants, How-
ard Wahlberg and Rhubarb Woodmansee, food pur -
chaser, Judy Jankowski, event managers, Roberto 
Mosse and Norm Starler and those who helped 
throughout the evening, Jeanette Astrow, Mike Baker, 
Pat Collins, Diane Cramer, Jeremy Flachs, Spruce 
Fraser, Ursula Hennessy,  Matt Mutterperl, Inna 
Naygauz, Sue Rabin, Myra Roney, Donna Sachs, 
Jeffrey Sachs, Kate Schneider, Glenn Siegal, Aurora 

Stankow-Mercer, Gerrie Sturman, and Peter Such-
man. 

While recognition of all Purim Carnival volunteers is 
listed elsewhere, special appreciation us extended to 
event chairman Matt Mutterperl, volunteer coordinators 
Donna Blum-Kemelor and Alix Coughlin, and kitch-
en manager Fred Reiner for their leadership roles and 
organizational skills that made this annual Beth El 
“March Madness” a resounding success. 

As a quick reminder, if you are interested in joining 
the Beth El Brotherhood Softball team, please contact 
manager Jim Goldwater (JimAuH2O@aol.com). All 
players must be members of the Beth El Brotherhood. 
Everyone is welcome; we've had players in their teens to 
up in their 60s.  

Meet Jeffrey Sachs, First VP and a past President of 
Brotherhood. As Jeffrey writes, “My parents first started 
attending Beth El in 1961 (before I was even born) while 
my father was serving with the US Army.  I can find my 
name, my mother’s, my brother’s and even my grandpar-
ents are honored on the walls of Beth El.  My wife is 
Rabbi Jennifer Weiner, who has pitched in as Emergen-
cy Rabbinic support for Beth El, both when she was a 
pulpit Rabbi and in her current role as a Rabbi Educator 
at another congregation.  For me, Beth El has been the 
familiar place of continuity, community, and comfort 
through the good times and tough times. I focus on try-
ing to build and reinvigorate a sense of community with-
in Beth El.  While what is community is nebulous, I try 
to instill it by creating activities for all ages that span the 
spectrum of religious, social/friendship, and social action 
realms.  I see Judaism as a rope that needs to be rewoven 
by each generation.  I hope to see Beth El and Judaism 
as an enriching and meaningful experience for us and 
our future generations. 

 
John Jankowski 
Brotherhood President 
brotherhood@bethelhebrew.org 

Brotherhood News 
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Culture Club Had Fun in February! WRJ Chocolate Seder! 

mailto:rgsturman@msn.com
mailto:catering@bethelhebrew.org
mailto:JimAuH2O@aol.com
mailto:brotherhood@bethelhebrew.org


 

 

Member News 
Mazal Tov to: 

Barrett and Colleen Weiser on the birth of their first 
grandchild, Julian Louis Weiser, born Feb. 9 

Pamela Zitron and Jake Gallun on the birth of their 
granddaughter, Sierra Francesca GalluN, born Mar. 3  

Condolences to: 

Peter, Lynne, Stephen and Rebecca Orens, on the passing of 
Edith Orens, mother of Peter and grandmother of Stephen 
and Rebecca.   

Sheryl (Sheri) Stroud on the passing of her husband, Kenneth  

to Joyce Snyder  and her children Craig and Cynthia  on the 
passing of their beloved husband and father, Dr. Bertram 
Snyder  

 

May the memory of the dear departed always be a blessing 

and inspiration to all who knew and loved them. 

May our synagogue community bring comfort to those who 

mourn them. 

May the families know of no more sorrow. 

Amen. 
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Who Doesn’t Love an  
Auction?!  

 
Transition News 

A 
S YOU CAN well imagine, things are beginning to ramp up towards Rabbi Isserow’s retirement and Rabbi 
Spinrad’s arrival. 
Our team’s focus until July 1, 2018 is to honor our 5th Senior Rabbi, Rabbi Isserow, for his years of service 

and commitment.   
There are many ways our team and you can make this happen: 

 Donate to The Rabbi Brett Isserow Playground Fund that was formally established at the Board’s 
last meeting. 

 Join us at a family picnic the last day of Religious School. 
 Attend the June 15 Friday night services to honor Rabbi Isserow. Cantor Kaufman will be present-

ing a wonderful program.  Come to the pre- and post-onegs and join the continued celebration. 
 On June 16 we will honor the Rabbi with a lovely gala. 

Join us! 

Please feel free to drop us an email at: Transition2018@bethelhebrew.org with any and all suggestions you have.   

 
Pamela Zitron — Transition Chair 

T 
HE SILENT AUCTION Committee is working to create 
a fun auction for everyone. There will be something for 
every interest and age in the silent and live auction the 

night of the gala, June 16, and the online auction for all prior to 
the gala. We have wonderful items being donated by Beth El 
members as well as businesses throughout the community: 
Ipad, oriental rugs, Nats premiere package, restaurant gift 
cards, wine, gift baskets...Get ready to shop, shop, shop! 

While we have wonderful donations, we need your help 
gathering more fun gifts. Theater tickets, sporting event tickets, 
specialty items, vacation homes are just some of the donations 
we have received in the past and would greatly appreciate for 
this auction. Contact me with questions at behcsilentauc-
tion@gmail.com. 

Thank you for making this a fantabulous event! 
 

Sally Schneider 
Silent Auction Chair 

Rabbi Isserow’s  
Retirement Gala 

Watch for Your Invitations 

P 
LANS ARE IN full swing for Beth El’s 
Spring Gala and Silent Auction honoring 
Rabbi Isserow on his retire-

ment.  Arrangements have been made for an ele-
gant and festive fundraising evening including 
dinner and dancing.   Oh, and shopping at the 
fabulous silent auction Sally Schneider is coordi-
nating! 

Your invitation should arrive very soon, if it 
hasn’t already.   Tables of eight can be formed or 
we are happy to seat you.   Simply indicate your 
preference on your rsvp.  Be sure to indicate your 
entree preference as well.  And remember this is 
a fundraiser, so please consider being a sponsor. 

Rhoda Goldman and Meryl Gold-
hammer, Gala Co-chairs  

Page 9 Beth El Hebrew Congregation 

 

CORRECTION: The March Bulletin incorrectly stated there will be 

no Northern Virginia Jewish Film Festival in 2018.  The Film Festival will 

be held; it has moved from spring to fall… and 2018 is its chai year!  Save 

the dates: Oct. 18-28, 2018 

mailto:Transition2018@bethelhebrew.org
mailto:behcsilentauction@gmail.com
mailto:behcsilentauction@gmail.com
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BUY BOOKS & HELP -- Beth El House (BEH), star ted by Beth El Hebrew Congregation members and incorpo-
rated as a separate not-for-profit in 1992, continues to reach out to families who are living in separate garden apartments. 
However, we want to enhance our services and expand the number of families we are serving. With that in mind we 
have a fundraiser that will appeal to your quest for fun, thoughtful, and challenging books - BEH will be sponsoring a 
fundraiser through Barnes & Noble bookstores in early June. A percentage of the cost of the books purchased on 
June 3 in any Barnes & Noble bookstore in the country, or on-line from June 3-7, will be credited to Beth El House.   

Closer to the June date a special identification code will be made available to you with complete instructions on how this 
all works. All that is needed to support this effort is to present the identification code at checkout, either at the store on 
June 3 or on-line between June 3-7.  Friends and relatives throughout Northern Virginia, as well as across the country, 
can participate; just pass on the identification code and dates! 

So save up your ideas for books for new graduates, Father’s Day, summer reading, or any special occasion, and help 
support the important activities of Beth El House so we can continue to save the world one family at a time. 

RESIDENTS UPDATE -- and here is how your  generous support helps… One resident continues to work and par-
ticipates in BEH programs as needed. She is currently meeting with a financial manager and is seeking additional part-
time or full-time employment to increase her earnings. Another resident continues to work while she is meeting with her 
financial manager to resolve her debt issues; she is waiting for her security clearance to increase her working opportuni-
ties.  Another resident will be graduating from the program shortly, has secured childcare through Fairfax County, con-
tinues to work part-time, is eligible for overtime at a higher hourly rate, and with the assistance of her case manager is 
seeking permanent housing. She is studying for her driver’s license and will shortly have the availability of a car. 

For additional information or to learn how you can become involved in BEH please contact Melinda Selden 
(703.569.5443 or melindaselden@verizon.net) or visit our website at www.bethelhouseva.org. 

Caring Community 

Committee 

O 
N FRIDAY, Apr. 20, beginning at 6:30 pm, 
members of the Caring Community Committee 
(CCC) will sponsor the pre-oneg before services. 

Wine, non-alcoholic beverages, fruit, and cheese and 
crackers will be served, and everyone will have a chance 
to meet and greet fellow congregants before going on to 
enjoy Soul Shabbat Services at 7:30 pm. The friendly 
atmosphere created at a pre-oneg carries into the sanctu-
ary and contributes, along with the joyful music, to a 
warm and lovely evening. 

CCC volunteers will be delivering gift bags full of 
Passover treats and messages to those Beth El members 
who find it difficult to get out. The gifts, plus the accom-
panying visit, are always a welcome event for the recipi-
ents. 

To add your name to the CCC volunteer list of those 
willing to brighten someone’s day by making an occa-
sional visit to a member for whom loneliness and isola-
tion are issues, please contact CCC chair Ruth Perlstein 
at 703-978-9341 or rperl8607@gmail.com. 

Culture Club 
Thursday, Apr. 12 
City of Alexandria Remembrance Day 

J 
OIN US AT Market Square on King Street in Old 
Town for the 31st Annual Days of Remembrance Cer-
emony sponsored by the City of Alexandria.   This 

moving event, free and open to all, honors the victims of 
the Holocaust.   
Please arrive early for this 12 noon event — seating is lim-
ited, especially under the shade of the tent.   After this 
(approximately) one hour event, we’ll walk to a nearby 
restaurant for lunch (pay-as-you-go).   Reservations are 
needed for lunch, so please let me know if you are coming 

by Apr. 9.  

Meryl Goldhammer 
stafm@aol.com 

mailto:melindaselden@verizon.net
http://www.bethelhouseva.org
mailto:rperl8607@gmail.com
mailto:stafm@aol.com
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Lifelong Learning Presents: 

Aaron Copland, Apr. 18 

A 
CCLAIMED MUSICIAN Seth Kibel returns to Beth El to present: Aaron 
Copland — Dean of American Composers. 
The 1940s output of Aaron Copland is some of the most “American-
sounding” work in the entirety of the classical oeuvre. Is this because Cop-

land, the son of Jewish immigrants, was able to capture the inexorable energy of 
the American republic in his work, or was it just that the popularity and accessibil-
ity of his work allowed it to fill a void in the public imagination?  

In either case, the works Copland produced during this decade, from Appala-
chian Spring to Fanfare for the Common Man to Rodeo, have become touchstones 
for American classical music, earning him the sobriquet of “Dean of American 
Composers.” These compositions, and more, will be examined and discussed in this class on Wednesday, Apr. 18 at 7 pm. Hear re-
cordings, video excerpts, and maybe even a bit of live performance from Seth himself. You won’t want to miss this exciting pro-
gram! 

 

Arlington Cemetery through a Jewish Perspective, May 20 

H 
AVE YOU EVER wondered about the role Jews have played in the development of our coun-
try?  On a visit to Arlington National Cemetery every once in a while a Star of David is visi-
ble.  Whose grave is it and what is the story behind the stone? Many of these belong 

to  Jews  who had starring roles in our nation's history. This tour will highlight these people from the 
past and their stories with a stress on the Civil War era. 

Be prepared for 2 hours of walking so comfortable shoes are a must.  We will be meeting at the Visi-
tor Center of Arlington on Sunday, May 20, shortly before 10:00 am for a two-hour tour.  Hopefully it 
won't be too hot, but you might want to bring a hat and sunglasses.  Sign up now as space is limited to 
20 people.  $10 for BEHC members, $15 for nonmembers. 
 
Debbie Spitzer 
Debbie.E.Spitzer@gmail.com  

Harrison Hannon 

April 14, 2018 

Harrison is a 7th grade Honor Roll 
student at Mark Twain Middle. He is a 
quick and creative thinker who ex-
presses himself in many ways. Wheth-
er building LEGO creations, crafting 
Minecraft worlds, or expressing him-
self through music at the piano or in 
the school chorus, Harrison is a multi-
dimensional experience. He also loves 
playing football and basketball.  

Harrison enjoys traveling and visit-
ing with his extended family and 
friends and is excited many of them 
are here to celebrate. Harrison and his 
family thank Rabbi Isserow and Can-
tor Kaufman, and his dedicated tu-
tor Jeanette Astrow, for their guidance 
and enthusiasm. 

Mayah Peigo 

April 7, 2018 

Mayah Pedigo, a 7th grade honor 
roll student at Carl Sandburg Middle 
School, has a wide variety of inter-
ests. She enjoys soccer, music, swim-
ming and being lazy. She has also 
steered a boat across Lake Jackson in 
Grand Teton National Forest and 
knows every word of the Broadway 
musical Hamilton.   

She is honored that so many peo-
ple could join in her celebration to-
day and thanks each one of them, 
along with her family. 

She could not have reached this 
day without all of the help and dedi-
cation of Rabbi Isserow, Cantor 
Kaufman, and her tutor, Lisa Shel-
done.  She thanks each one of them 
for their support. 

Wesley Bolton 

April 28, 2018 

 

B’nei Mitvah 

mailto:Debbie.E.Spitzer@gmail.com
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Thank You Purim Carnival Volunteers 

Shiri Abramovitch  

Dina Backer 

Molly Backer 

Amy Blauman 

Donna Blum-Kemelor 

Todd Bolick 

Joslyn Bolton 

Gil Bolton 

Greta Bolton 

Wesley Bolton 

Henry Brooks 

Janet Cady 

Arlyn Childs 

Sheir Clark 

Helene Cohen 

Todd Cohn 

Alix Coughlin 

Stuart Davis 

Julie Dillinger 

Paige Ellis 

Jesse Ellis 

Myriam Escandarani 

Jerry Liess 

Susan Meisner 

Mia Mervis 

Roberto Mosse 

Matthew Mutterperl 

Joshua Mutterperl 

Ethan Mutterperl 

Ben Mutterperl 

Emily Mutterperl 

Casey Pick 

Josephine Phillips 

Tovah Ravitz-Meehan 

Fred Reiner 

Amber Reiter 

Andy Rhodes 

David Rubinstein 

Virginia Ruiz 

Donna Sachs 

Faren Sachs 

William Salamon 

Danielle Sassin 

Clair Sassin 

Xander Fink 

Jeremy Flachs 

Amarantha Flachs 

Simon Gershman 

Bobbie Gershman 

Daniel Goldberg 

Ethan Gotsch 

Patrice Gotsch 

Jackson Gravelle 

Traci Gravelle 

Sarah Jacobson 

Becca Jacobson 

Rachel Jacobson 

Elissa Janis 

John Jankowski 

Amanda Johnson 

Michael Katz 

Aaron Kopp 

Justin LaKier 

Jason LaKier 

Annie Lebow 

Dolly Lebow 

The congregation, Brotherhood, and organizers of the Purim carnival want to thank the many volunteers that made the 
day so much fun for children and adults alike. Sincere apologies if you volunteered, but your name is missing from this 
list. 

Kate Schneider 

Caroline Schneider 

Bill Scheider 

Glenn Siegal 

Sara Simensky 

Barry Smith 

Charlie Sokolove 

Ben Spindler 

Jessica Spindler 

Aurora Stankow-Mercer 

Norm Starler 

Ron Sturman 

Evan Tanner 

Samara Tanner 

Rachel Turner 

Dahlia Turner 

David Weinraub 

Michael Weinraub 

Liz Williams 

David Zahniser 



 

 

Wednesday, Apr. 11, 10:30 am-noon  

With so much going on in the world 
today, it is important to keep up with the 
news and to hear different perspectives on 
events. Join us for an open, informal dis-
cussion with a facilitator and other mem-
bers on topics that are of interest to the 
group.  

All Beth El/JCCNV events are $5 
for all participants unless noted oth-

erwise. Coffee, tea, and dessert  
will be provided. 

To RSVP or get more information 
for all Beth El/JCCNV events, 

please contact 
Shelly.Rosenstein@jccnv.org,  

703-537-3062 

Beth El/JCCNV Events 
Page 15 Beth El Hebrew Congregation 

Current Events Discussion  

Book and Author Talk  
Lenin, Hitler, and Me – A Memoir  

Wednesday, Apr. 18, 10:30 am-noon  
Presented by Vera Kochanowsky  

Boris Kochanowsky was born in 
1905 to a life of wealth and privilege as 
the youngest son of a Siberian industrial 
tycoon. But with the coming of the Rus-
sian Revolution in 1917, his family lost 
everything and he was thrust into a world 
of poverty and oppression. Relying sole-
ly on his wits, his optimism, and luck, 
Boris makes his way to Germany, where 
he becomes a successful mining engi-
neer. But then, in a single day, his secure 
position is lost, and he becomes a hunted 
man. His five-year flight from Nazi per-
secution takes him through Holland, Bel-
gium, and France, as he strives to achieve 
his lifelong dream - to reach the U.S.  

Boris’ daughter, Vera Kochanowsky, 
will join us to talk about her father’s au-
tobiography, Lenin, Hitler and Me – A 
Memoir. One reviewer called the book a 
“story that is nothing short of phenome-
nal—insightful and gripping…a narrative 
masterpiece.” The book will be for sale 
and signing after the program.  

PSA: AARP Foundation Tax-Aide - Free 
Tax Return Preparation 

 
AARP Foundation Tax-Aide volunteers are available to provide free tax as-
sistance through Tuesday, Apr. 17, at the Mason District Governmental Cen-
ter, 6507 Columbia Pike in Annandale. The schedule is: Mondays and Thurs-
days: 1-8 pm; Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays: 9:30 am - 1 pm; Satur-
days: 9 am - 1 pm. Your taxes are prepared by dedicated IRS-certified volun-
teers, who can handle your Federal, Virginia, DC, and Maryland income tax 
returns. There is no age requirement, or income threshold — but the focus is 
on those with low to moderate incomes. All returns will be filed electronical-
ly, completely free to you. In addition to Mason, there are 11 other tax sites 
throughout Northern Virginia, including Columbia Pike Branch Library and 
Arlington Central Library. A Travel Team is also available to assist with 
preparation of tax returns for residents with disabilities, who cannot leave 
their homes, by calling 571-766-6268. For more information about AARP 
Tax-Aide, visit www.aarp.org/taxaide, or call 1-888-227-7669. 

No program Wed., Apr. 4  

Happy Passover 

Genetic Diseases in People of  
Jewish Heritage  

Thursday, Apr. 26 
noon–2 pm at the J 

NOTE day and location change 

Noon: kosher lunch will be provided by 
US Genetic Diseases Franchise 
Program: 12:45-2 pm  

Presented by Dr. Ozlem Goker-Alpan, 
MD, President and Chief Medical Of-
ficer at the Center for Clinical Trials at 
O&O Alpan, LLC, and the Director of 
the Lysosomal Diseases Research and 
Treatment Unit.  

Genetic Diseases in People of Jewish 
Heritage  

This program and interactive discussion 
will focus on Jewish heritage and genetic 
disease, inheritance pattern and genetic 
diseases, common genetic diseases 
among the Jewish population, and the 
importance of genetic screening and 
counseling.  

Fee: $5/ Free J member – EVERY-
ONE MUST REGISTER BY APR. 19  

RSVP: Code #: 8919  

ALL participants must submit regis-
tration form to the J. Non-members 
can pay with cash, check or credit 
card.  

Moment Magazine presents…  

Tasting Memories from  
Bagels to Borekas  

Wednesday, May 2, 10:30 am-12:30 pm  

Presented by Susan Borocas, Founding 
Director, Jewish Food Experience; food 
writer; chef; teacher  

Reservations already being accepted. 

Looking Ahead 

mailto:Shelly.Rosenstein@jccnv.org
https://nextdoor.com/news_feed/?post=75315838
https://nextdoor.com/news_feed/?post=75315838
http://www.aarp.org/taxaide
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The Congregation Gratefully Acknowledges the Following Donations 

Thank you for your generous donations. No donation is too small. All donations are acknowledged in The Bulletin two months following their 

receipt. Acknowledgements are mailed with a minimum of $18 per person per acknowledgment.  

ARNOLD G. FINK LEARNING CENTER & LIBRARY FUND 

Donor In Memory of 

The Weiner Family Libby Landy 

BETH EL GENERAL FUND 

Donor In Memory of 

Rhoda and Lennie Goldman James Hayman 

Mimi Rosenberg Marion Sneiderman and Julia Malenka 

Audrey Agranov Israel Agranov 

William Kramer Maurice Steinberg 

 and Samuel Steinberg 

Marjorie Bauman Fanny Bauman, Harold Bauman, 

 Nathan Bauman and Karen Youngerman 

Debbie Guise Max Polack 

Deborah Sherman Susan Olom 

Alan Gropman Hilda Pass  

Agudas Achim 3 year old preschool class Arthur Gershman 

     Pat Collins 

     Lauren Garza 

Joan Rineberg Jean, Harry and Mae Hartman 

BETH EL MORTGAGE FUND 

Donor In Memory of 

Jane and Robert Siegel Edna Schwartz 

PERMANENT ENDOWMENT FUND 

Donor In Honor of 

Pat Collins The Caring Community Committee 

Myrna and Paul Beck Ruth Perlstein’s Milestone Birthday 

Heidi Ackerman-Jordan & Family Annette Kilian’s Special Birthday 

Barbara Mintz Ellen and Stuart Feldstein’s Special Birthday 

Myrna and Paul Beck A speedy recovery for Linda Vogel 

Donor In Memory of 

The Weiser Family Arthur Gershman 

     Barbara Mintz 

     Dana Arnold 

     Joanne and Andy Rhodes & Todd Bolick  

The Weiser Family Mema Estelle Brousseau 

Lois Frieman Selma and Louis Rosheim 

Jerry Andersen Shirlie Rolnick 

Lucy Civitello and Howard Cohen Michael CIvitello 

The Estate of Marjorie Harris  Paul Harris 

     Vicki Warren 

Arlene Hewitt Bert Snyder 

Barbara Mintz Martin Mintz 

 And Robin Klein Browder 

Annette Kilian Joseph and Rebecca Love, Lillian Lindenberg, 

 and Reva Rack 

Arlene Hewitt Dr. Bert Snyder 

FAKOURY MUSIC FUND 

Donor In Honor of 

Miko and Jonathan Skerrett The baby naming of Morrissey Gray 

Donor In Memory of 

Annette Kilian Ceil Fakoury 

     Renee Goldstein 

Enid and Dennis Lehr Elias Lehr 

Nora and Barry Breindel Mrs. Betty Breindel 

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL FUND 

Donor In Memory of 

Anne and Stew Levy Ruth Folkman 

     Elissa Baum and Paul Zacharzuk 

JACK KLEIN MEMORIAL GENEALOGY LIBRARY 

Donor 

Pamela Yood Robin Klein 

     Karen Fink 

     Shelli Ross 

     Francie Fox-Schweber and Alan Schweber 

     Eugene J. Alpert 

     Rhoda and Lennie Goldman 

     Joan Rineberg 

THE LANDO FUND 

Donor In Honor of 

Julie Lando Marjorie Naidorf’s special birthday 

     Howard and Trudi Lando 

Donor In Memory of 

Julie Lando Robert Lando 

     Howard and Trudi Lando 

RABBI’S GOOD DEED FUND 

Donor In Appreciation of 

Barbara and Sam Rothman Rabbi Brett Isserow 

Donor In Honor of 

Betsy Rothschild Hanukkah 

Donor In Memory of 

Rosalie and Monroe Lesser Dorothy Lesser 

Michaele and Fred Silverberg Doree Cooper 

Charlotte Strauss Reva Strauss 

Nancy and Stuart Davis Henry Newberger 

Sheila Fieldman Israel Fieldman 

Linda and Harvey Wenick Helen Wenick 

Robin Thompson Arthur Gershman 

     Jennifer Naomi Helfman 

Erika Danty Charles Gerstein 

SHARON STEINBERG FUND FOR INCLUSION 

Donor In Memory of 

Jay Jarvis & Audrey Liebross Arthur Gershman 

     Pat Collins 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND 

Donor In Memory of 

Nora and Barry Breindel Mr. Samuel Louis Breindel 

Dina Clevenson Katz Elaine Clevenson 

MARC S. ROSS SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Donor 

Annette Kilian 

Donor In Memory of 

Shelli Ross Arthur Gershman 

     Lynne and Allan Somoroff  

Carla Sherry Daniel Sherry 

SHAPIRO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Donor In Memory of 

Elissa Baum and Paul Zacharzuk Miriam Koss 

SOCIAL ACTION FUND 

Donor In Support of 

Annette Kilian Our adopted family 

Donor In Memory of 

Lois Lipson Arthur Gershman 

     Libby and Norm Starler 

     Annette Kilian 

     Shekoofeh, Sabrina, and Cyrus Sussman  

Carolyn Miller and Henry Brooks Philip R. Miller and Eunice Miller 
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Chapel in the Woods: Please Don’t Pull the Ivy! 

I 
N MID-FEBRUARY, workers with Invasive Plant Control, Inc., of 
Nashville treated more than 20 kinds of invasive plants with chemicals 
that will cause the plants to die back from the roots during the next few 

months. The technicians will return to Beth El’s Chapel in the Woods in 
June to finish the job. To do so, the technicians need to be able to see where 
the remaining ivy, porcelain berry, honeysuckle, multiflora rose, garlic 
mustard and other invasive plants still lurk. 

Therefore, for the first time in years, congregants are asked: please don’t 
pull the ivy until July, after the IPC workers have made their return visit. 

Meanwhile, plenty of other tasks for congregants remain in the Chapel 
in the Woods. They include enriching the soil in a section of the Chapel in 
the Woods to make a home for two Virginia bluebells, Mertensia virginica, 
donated to Beth El by the National Park Service. They grow in moist, rich 
woods and river floodplains including vast parts of the Potomac River 
floodplain. Clumps of this perennial grow 1- to 2-feet tall and boast clusters 
of trumpet-shaped, blue flowers. These plants number among the 
“spring ephemerals” because the above-ground growth vanishes—flowers, 
foliage and all. Virginia bluebells disappear to the ground by mid-summer 
as the plant goes dormant. To enjoy a vista of Virginia bluebells before they 
fade, visit the Potomac Heritage Trail near Turkey Run or Riverbend Park, 
but the timing of the blooms will be dicey. Their peak often hits shortly af-
ter the cherry blossoms on the Washington Mall are in full bloom, but it de-
pends on the location.  

Other priority tasks in the Chapel in the Woods:  
 Planting three 6- to 8-foot white oak, American holly, 

and dogwood trees near the seating area to someday 
shade congregants as they attend services or picnic in 

Mertensia, Virginia bluebells, Virginia cow-

slip  

Readers of Beth El 

T 
HE READERS OF Beth El will meet on Monday, Apr. 16, 2018 at 7:30 pm to discuss The German Bride by 
Joanna Hershon.  This novel is a portrayal of urban Jewish immigrants from Berlin struggling with the rough, 
growing community of Santa Fe in the mid 19th century following the Civil War.  We hope you will join us! 

Lynne Orens, lorens750@aol.com 

 

Thanks to everyone who donated housewares during the 
month of February. We donated a record number of 
cookware, glasses and dishes, towels, bedding, and pil-
lows to the ALIVE! Housewares Program.  

May 6 is the annual StepALIVE! Walkathon for the 
ALIVE! Child Development Center. This is the major 
fundraiser for the CDC, a full-day, year-round, nationally 

accredited early education and child care program for 
children of low income, working families. The walk 
begins at First Christian Church, 2723 King St and goes 
into Old Town and back again. It ends with lunch, mu-
sic, and door prizes. 

Join Team Beth El as a walker or virtual walker at 
https://www.alive-inc.org 

For more information about ALIVE! and these activities, contact 

Deborah Schaffer at schaffer4@gmail.com, or  go to alive-inc.org. 

mailto:lorens750@aol.com
https://www.alive-inc.org
mailto:schaffer4@gmail.com
alive-inc.org
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Hamantaschen Helpers! 

Thank you to the people who volun-

teered to help with The Bulletin; you 

will be hearing from us. 

Thank you also to all the people who 

send such wonderful pictures to be in-

cluded in The Bulletin.  If you didn’t 

keep sending them, we would only 

have pictures from the events we per-

sonally attend!  However, we use what 

we have room for after the all the col-

umns are laid out.  We hope soon to be 

able to post the ones we don’t use (and 

the ones we DO use) in the Photo Gal-

lery area of the Beth El website. In the 

meantime, feel free to post them to 

your own Facebook page or the Beth El 

Facebook page. 
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HOLD THE DATE 
Rabbi Isserow’s Retirement Gala and Silent Auction, 

June 16 

Religious Action Center Consultation on Conscience, 

May 19-21 

Zemer Chai Annual Concert, June 10 

Mother’s Day Brunch, May 13 

Confirmation, June 3 

JCCNV: Concert and Brunch/Local Lox Tasting, May 6 

Israel@70 Community Concert, June 3 

Brotherhood Public Policy Forum: America’s Response 

to Charlottesville, May 6 

Chapel in the Woods Workday, May 13 
JHSGW: Jewish American Heritage Month Lecture at 
National Archives, May 17 

Northern Virginia Jewish Film Festival, Oct. 18-28 

WRJ Shabbat, May 4 

Jewish Tour of Arlington National Cemetery, May 20 

Brotherhood Shabbat, June 8 

Jewish Tour of Arlington National Cemetery, May 20 

Presentation of Marc Ross Scholarship, June 1 

Special Shabbat in Honor of Rabbi Isserow, June 15 


