
Guidance on Live Streamed Events 

Facebook Live 

You do NOT need a Facebook account to attend these sessions.  If you get to a screen where 

Facebook insists you log in or create an account, you went awry somewhere.  Only the host 

needs an account. 

You get to Beth El Facebook Live events by going to the Beth El Facebook page at 

https://www.facebook.com/BethElHebrew/ and clicking on  to the left of the page. 

You cannot dial in on a telephone. You must listen to the meeting on your device.  Make sure 

the sound on your device is on, and that it’s loud enough.  If you see a symbol like this , it 

means the sound is turned off in the software/Facebook.  Click the symbol to turn it on. 

Nobody can see you.  It doesn’t matter if you have a camera or not.  Facebook pushes the 

stream out to you, it does not pull anything from your computer.  Your personal data is not at 

risk. 

Sometimes, such as during Shabbat services, you can see who else has joined in and 

communicate with them through a chat window.  How this works varies depending on your 

computer set-up, but on mine it only works if I go into full screen mode by clicking on  at the 

bottom right of the video window. If the chat symbol is blocked like this , I cannot see who 

is on with me and I cannot post messages. If the chat symbol is open like this , I can click on 

it and type in short messages that any host or participant can see. 

Because so many people are using Facebook Live these days, and because services often have 

multiple hosts and lots of viewers, sometimes Facebook will get hung up/stuck. Just close either 

Facebook or your browser and come back in to rejoin the session. 

These are sessions where only the host(s) may speak and be heard. They are not open, 

participative fora. Therefore, there is no risk of external disruption by people shouting or 

showing inappropriate images. 

ZOOM 

You do NOT need a ZOOM account to attend these sessions.  If you get to a screen where 

ZOOM insists you log in or create an account, you went awry somewhere.  Only the host needs 

an account. 

You get to ZOOM events by a link Beth El must provide you.  Every ZOOM event has a unique 

link. Some ZOOM events have a password. The host must provide the password to you for each 

session, either by embedding it in the link, as with the Wednesday Beth El noon chat sessions, 

or by providing on request, as with Torah Study. 

https://www.facebook.com/BethElHebrew/


Some events allow telephone dial-in as an option rather than computer sound. This is true, for 

example, for the Adult Ed offering Israel’s Milestones and Meanings. The host has to provide 

you with the dial-in information; it will change from meeting to meeting just like the link will. 

For most events, however, you must listen to the meeting on your device.  Make sure the 

sound on your device is on, and that it’s loud enough.  If you see a symbol like this , it means 

the sound is turned off in the software.  Click the symbol to turn it on. 

Unless the host changes this, most ZOOM meetings show all the participants (who have 

cameras) on the screen for everybody to see. Usually the person talking is center-screen and 

large and everybody else is teeny and around the edges.  The host can mute everybody, 

however, and then the host stays center-screen. You can still join any ZOOM session without a 

camera and people will not see you. I often unplug my camera, which is not built in to my PC, if 

I am not ready for public consumption.  Even though your image is going out to the ZOOM 

event, your personal data is not at risk. 

Because so many people are using ZOOM these days, and because services often have multiple 

hosts and lots of viewers, sometimes ZOOM will get hung up/stuck. Just close either ZOOM or 

your browser and come back in to rejoin the session. 

When the host sets up the session to be an open, participative forum, there is risk of external 

disruption by people shouting or saying inappropriate/offensive things or replacing the image 

from their camera with inappropriate images. 

 


