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Session 1: Branches of Judaism






1/27/21
Rabbi Lucy Dinner
A brief review of American Judaism's four denominations and a thumbnail comparison of their approaches to God, Torah and Israel. Objectives: to understand the fundamentals of Reform Judaism; the defining characteristics of the Orthodox, Conservative and Reconstructionist movements; and to clarify the choices and challenges of Reform Judaism.


Assigned Reading: Living Judaism, Chapter 2 (The Jewish People).

Session 2: Jewish Theology







2/3/21
Rabbi Leah Citrin
We will explore some of the ways Jews have spoken of God throughout our 4,000 years of history. Key Jewish perspectives on God's nature, names, the knowledge of God, God's relationship to the world, to the Jewish people, and to individuals will be presented. Objective: to illuminate how Judaism encompasses a variety of theologies.

Assigned Reading: Living Judaism, Chapter 1 (Jewish Beliefs). Recommended resource: Finding God: Ten Jewish Responses, Rifat Sonsino and Daniel B. Syme (CCAR, 1986).

Session 3: Teachings about Good and Evil





2/10/21

Rabbi Eric Solomon

What are some of the ways Jews have attempted to “justify the ways of God to man”? How have Jewish concepts of good/evil, reward/punishment, wellbeing/accident or illness, redemption/suffering et al. evolved over the centuries? How has the Shoah affected Jewish understandings of divine goodness and justice? Objective: to introduce the range of Jewish responses to human suffering and their implications for Jewish theology.


Assigned Reading: Please review the reading assignment from “Jewish Views of God.”

Session 4: What Happens after Death?





2/17/21
Rabbi Leah Citrin
An introduction to Jewish approaches to soul lives: where our souls originate, how we acquire them, how we relate to them during our lifetime, what happens after death. Objective: to begin exploration of the rich and varied Jewish teachings about life, death, reincarnation, and resurrection.


Assigned Reading: Living Judaism, "An Essay on Life and Death," pp. 313-22. Recommended resource: What Happens After I Die: Jewish Views of Life After Death, Rifat Sonsino and Daniel B. Syme (CCAR, 1990).

Session 5: Prayer and the Synagogue






2/24/21
Rabbi Lucy Dinner
The "what" and "how" of Jewish prayer, whether public or private (petition, praise, thanksgiving, self​searching).  Keva/Kavanah: order and spirit (structure of the synagogue service). Objective: getting comfortable with the purposes and practices of Jewish prayer. What are the meanings associated with synagogue symbols, furnishings, spatial arrangements and activities?  A tour of sacred space and its holy uses by individuals and communities, including an opportunity to unroll and meet a Torah scroll.

Assigned Reading: Living Judaism, Chapter 3 (Jewish Literature), pp. 116-18 and review of Chapter 5 (Jewish Worship). Chapter 5 (Jewish Worship), pp. 201-45.

Session 6: Torah/People of Book






3/3/21
Rabbi Eric Solomon
What is Jewish Scripture? The Chumash: Five Books of Moses. "Turn it and turn it": how Jews

read and study biblical text. Objective: claiming the text as yours, studying together and “arguing for the sake of heaven.”


Assigned Reading: Living Judaism, Chapter 3 (Jewish Literature), pp. 73-93.

Session 7: Midrash  








3/10/21
Rabbi Eric Solomon 
How may we continue the Jewish tradition of interpretive commentary? We will study some of the principles governing how ethical and imaginative interpretations are created and how we can apply the lessons of Scripture to our own lives. Then, we will “make midrash” together.


Assigned Reading: Living Judaism, Chapter 3 (Jewish Literature), pp. 114-16.

Session 8: Mishnah & Talmud







3/17/21
Rabbi Lucy Dinner
The importance of oral interpretation in Judaism and its codification in the Talmud.  How Judaism survived after the destruction of the Second Temple (76 C.E.) focusing on the pivotal role played by the ancient rabbis and their teachings in shaping the evolution of Jewish belief, practice, and law.  Objective: to understand the interrelationships between Torah and Talmud and between historical change and Judaism's continuing reliance on the power of textual interpretation.


Assigned Reading: Living Judaism, Chapter 3 (Jewish Literature), pp. 93-113.

Session 9: Mitzvot, Codes & Halacha






3/24/21
Rabbi Eric Solomon
Questions of commandment and covenant: obligations between people and God, between people and each other.  How rabbinic and personal authority continue to evolve. Objective: finding our way in understanding and choosing mitzvot.

Assigned Reading: Living Judaism, Chapter 1 (Jewish Beliefs), pp. 30-50, and Chapter 3 (Jewish Literature), pp. 103-13.

Session 10: Responsa & Wrap-Up






 3/31/21
Rabbi Leah Citrin 
How do we receive guidance on contemporary questions of religious practice?  What’s the process for responding to the urgent issues that challenge traditional ways of ethical thinking (e.g., advances in medical technology)?  And, what burning issues do we want to flag for future study based on our learning together over the past 11 weeks?


Assigned Reading: Review Living Judaism, pp. 103-13.

