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As the Board starts its new term, Bet Mishpa-
chah remains in flux. While finances are always an 
issue, the concern at this time is not financial. Origi-
nally, for the fiscal year starting July 1, 2022, the 
Board approved a $311,000 budget which contemplat-
ed a $106,000 deficit. Currently, thanks in large part to 
the generosity of members, our projected deficit has 
been reduced by $67,000 to $39,000. Moreover, we 
have established a development committee with the 
aim of identifying and capitalizing on new sources of 
funding. 

Rather, as illustrated by the recent and ongoing 
effort to amend our bylaws, there is a question of iden-
tity arising from what Bet Mishpachah was, what we 
are, what we are becoming, and what we want to be-
come. As I hope you’re aware, the Board is seeking to 
amend the bylaws to reduce the requirement that six 
members be present to constitute a quorum at a meet-
ing so that the Board can vote on proposals and take 
action for the benefit of the synagogue. While the by-
laws establish a board of nine directors, we have only 
seven serving at this time. The quorum requirement is 
that sex board members be present to conduct a board 
meeting. As a consequence, if two board members are 
unable to attend the regular, monthly board meeting 
called for in the bylaws, the meeting cannot take place. 
In fact, that is exactly what happened this month. De-
spite having started as of February 1st, the board will 
not meet for the first time this term until March, as-
suming that six of the seven directors are able to ap-
pear at the scheduled time. 

This process has been a learning experience. 
Bob Hollis, who I will call the conscience of the con-
gregation, has been very diligent in ensuring that the 
special meeting of the membership lawfully comports 
with our bylaws and the DC Code. As a result, we 
have had to reschedule and renotice the meeting, first, 
to allow adequate notice for a vote on amending the 
bylaws, and second, to have an in-person meeting in-
stead of an online meeting. The notice requirement is 

set forth in the bylaws. The in-person meeting is required 
by the DC Code. It is my research into the DC Code that 
has underlined the identity question we are facing. 

There has been opposition to the quorum amend-
ment I’ve proposed. I would characterize the opposition as 
maintaining that the historical bylaws should remain intact 
and that we should concentrate on finding people for the 
two vacant directorships, so that the quorum requirement 
should no longer be a problem. While I agree that we 
should attempt to fill the two vacant positions, we have 
been unable even to identify anyone to ask. Only recently 
has one person come forward about volunteering for one 
of the positions, but, as it turns out, that person is unable 
to serve due to personal circumstances. Meanwhile, so that 
the bylaws, and by extension Bet Mishpachah, remain un-
changed, the board and Bet Mishpachah run the month-to-
month risk of remaining frozen. 

When Bob brought the DC Code’s in-person meet-
ing requirement to the Board’s attention, he also found 
that the relevant provision had been temporarily amended 
for 90 days in 2021 to permit virtual meetings in view of 
the coronavirus health crisis. Bob then raised and I re-
searched whether the temporary amendment had been ex-
tended so that our special meeting on Zoom to vote on the 
quorum amendment could proceed. I could find no exten-
sion which is why the special meeting was cancelled.  

Since the pandemic was ongoing after the 90 days 
elapsed, my sense is that the amendment for virtual meet-
ings was not extended because 90 days was deemed to be 
sufficient time to permit bylaws to be amended to enable 
virtual meetings. Had Bet Mishpachah had an attorney to 
advise the Board accordingly at the time, we could have 
amended our bylaws then and the DC Code would have  

Continued on page 3 

Purim Celebration returns to Bet Mishpachah! 

For the first time since 2020,  we join 
together for a Purim Celebration on 
Monday,  March 6th at the EDCJCC 
and online.  Festivities begin at 7:30 
pm.  Megilla reading, songs, and a 
spiel - we've got it all for you.  Rabbi 
Jake will lead us through the Purim 
story with many laughs and irrever-
ence.  Refreshments and drinks will 
be available for some extra Holy Day enjoyment.  Cos-
tumes encouraged!  Zoom meeting ID:  818 1246 6402  



 

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Adar /Nisan 5783/March 2023              Page  2 

Contents: 

 
 Page 1: 
Words from our President 
Purim 2023 

 Page 2: 
Words from our Siddur 
Family and Friends Shabbat 
Queen Esther Fund 

 Page 3: 
Presidential Remarks, continued 
Bet Mishpachah declutters 

 Page 4: 
What Purim means to LGBTQ people 

 Page 5:  
New Classes with Rabbi Singer-Beilin 
Our Programming Committee 

 Page 6:  
D’rash from Refugee Shabbat 

 Page 7:  
Speaker for Trans Day of Visibility 
Speaker for Family and Friends Shabbat 
Bet Mishpachah archives journey to 
 Capital Jewish Museum 
Memorial Scrolls Trust news 
 Pages 8: 
Donations 
Planned Giving Seminar 

 Page 9: 
March Birthdays & Anniversaries 
Thank You to our February & March
 Service Leaders 
March Book Group 

 Pages 10 & 11: 
Member Yartzeits 

 Page 12: 
About us 

 Page 13:                                  
Directory  

And Then - 

 

And then all that has divided us will merge, 
And then compassion will be wedded to power, 
And then softness will come to a world that is harsh and unkind. 
 
And then both men and women will be gentle, 
And then both women and men will be strong, 
And then no person will be subject to another’s will. 
 
And then all will be rich and free and varied, 
And then the greed of some will give way to the needs of many, 
And then all will share equally in the Earth’s abundance. 
 
And then all will care for the sick and the weak and the old, 
And then all will nourish the young, 
And then all will cherish life’s creatures. 
 
And then all will live in harmony with each other and the Earth, 
And then everywhere will be called Eden once again. 
 

Judy Chicago 
Sh’vat Va-Yinafash, page 132 

 

Family and Friends Shabbat  

 

Join us on Friday, March 10th at 8:00 pm when we enjoy a favorite 
Bet Mishpachah tradition:  our lively annual Family and Friends ser-
vices.  And double the fun—this will also be one of our monthly Miz-
mor Shabbatot with Rabbi Ben Shalva.  Bring one or more of your fam-
ily members and/or friends with you and let them see and experience 
first-hand our joyous, uplifting and fully participatory Shabbat ser-
vices.  Show them why Bet Mishpachah is your congregational family 
of choice where you can joyously celebrate and affirm all aspects of your Jewish, sexual and gender identities 
with your true community. We will also be welcoming a guest speaker, David Fishback, Co-Chair for Mary-
land Advocacy for Metro DC PFLAG.  All are welcome both in-person or virtually. 

One of the mitzvot in observance of the holiday of Purim 
is a donation of tz’daka to those less fortunate.  Please 
consider making a financial donation to Bet Mishpachah’s 
Queen Esther Fund. 
  
This year, we will once again support SMYAL and the 
Wanda Alston Foundation. 
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Like our Facebook page   

 
www.facebook.com/betmish 
Please join our new facebook 
community group. 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/betmish. 
This is a private group where you can have  
conversations with other members. This is a  
monitored group. 

Bet Mishpachah Declutters Years of  

Archives 

By Deb Hyman 
As we continue the challenges of reaching our goals 
stated in the Strategic Plan, Joshua Maxey and Deb 
Hyman took on the action plan’s task of decluttering 
and organizing our 47 years of accumulated ‘stuff’ 
laying dormant in the Bet Mishpachah Forestville, 
MD storage bin.  
 The process started in July 2022 when they got 
their first look at the condition of the artifacts and 
then huddled to figure out what would be the next 
steps. Sadly, in order to make a path to get around 
the collectibles, some of the mold and mildew coated 
papers, framed art reprints and outdated prayer books 
had to be loaded in the car that day. Under the ap-
proval of Rabbi Jake, it was taken to a paper recycle 
facility. 
 On January 28th, Josh and Deb commandeered 
our archivist, Joel Wind, along with Al Munzer and 
Paula Morris to join them as they descended upon 
the unit with their rental van, two cars and one 
pickup truck. It took their combined efforts to 
thoughtfully select which items to dispose and which 
ones to save and take to the EDCJCC. 
 A great deal of care and consideration was taken 
to contact the generous members who donated the 
lovely ritual items found within the piles of collecta-
bles.  These gifts were carefully wrapped and placed 
in storage at the EDCJCC with the hope that, some 
day they will be restored to their original splendor. 
 
Team Marie Kondo al la Bet Mish Style: 

 

 
A congratulations to Leti Gomez for 
her inclusion in the book edited by 
Hon Delia Garcia, Latina Leadership 
Lessons: Fifty Latinas Speak.  Leti’s 
article can be found on page 79. 

Presidential Remarks 

Continued from page 1 
 

presented no obstacle to the special meeting. Bet 
Mishpachah has evolved to the point where we need 
professional advice and can’t just rely on the best ef-
forts of a lay leadership and the contribution of a few 
volunteers. We are no longer merely a fellowship; we 
are an institution and must adjust our expectations and 
our governing rules accordingly. 
 This realization led to my examining the DC 
Code’s quorum requirements for nonprofit boards. I 
found the relevant provisions, section 29-406.24(a) 
and (b), which provide as follows. 

 
(a) Except as otherwise provided in subsection 
(b) of this section, the articles of incorpora-
tion, or the bylaws, a quorum of the board of 
directors shall consist of a majority of the di-
rectors in office before a meeting begins. 

 
(b) The articles of incorporation or bylaws 
may authorize a quorum of the board of direc-
tors to consist of no fewer than the greater of 
1/3 of the number of directors in office or 2 
directors. 

 
 I would stress that paragraph (a) above is precisely 
the amendment to our bylaws that I have asked the 
membership to approve. I do not know the circum-
stances under which our original bylaws were adopted. 
However, I can see no reason now that Bet Mishpa-
chah’s bylaws should be more stringent than the DC 
Code requires.   
 Please vote in favor of the proposed quorum 
amendment when the special meeting of the member-
ship is rescheduled. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=8vnzh97ab.0.0.pmbqt8bab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgroups%2Fbetmish.
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Purim as a Jewish ‘National Coming Out Day’: What the holiday means for LGBTQ Jews 
 

By Marie-Rose Sheinerman, February 22, 2021, The Forward 
 
For many Jews, Purim may be the holiday when five-year-olds dress up 
like Queen Esther and 25-year-olds drink “until they can’t tell the dif-
ference between Mordechai and Haman,” but in recent years, the holi-
day has taken on a new meaning. For some, the story of Purim has 
come to embody the potential of the Jewish canon to uplift and embrace 
LGBTQ identities — and many communities are celebrating it as such. 
 
In an interview, Rabbi Steve Greenberg spoke of Purim as a “Jewish 

National Coming Out Day.” Jericho Vincent, a rabbinical student who teaches classes in genderqueer Torah, ex-
plained that the story of Purim can be read as being “about passing, about allyship, about coming out of the closet.” 
“Everyone in the story, other than Vashti, is in drag,” said Greenberg, the founding director at Eshel, a support and 
advocacy organization for LGBTQ Orthodox Jews. “Everyone’s in the ‘closet,’ and at some point comes out.” Esther 
is able to “pass” as a Shushanite, and “keep her information private but also make sure that [she and Mordechai are] 
able to maintain their relationship,”   Vincent, said.  
 
Eventually, however, Esther is forced to “come out” to save her people.  In Vincent’s view, there’s an important 
message for LGBTQ Jews buried in that narrative. “You have to look out for your safety. Obviously you can’t come 
out until it’s safe for you to come out,” they said, “but when you do come out and you do become a visible queer 
person, there’s an opportunity to be a good ally to other queer people — even a responsibility, maybe.” 

 
And looking beyond what queer Jews may glean from the story of Purim, some argue there’s a responsibility for all 
Jews to approach the holiday from the lens of acceptance. “I would actually argue that not only is Purim a day that is 
conducive to the celebration and affirmation of LGBTQ identity, I would argue that is an integral part of Purim,” 
said Jaimie Krass, the national director of youth programs at Keshet, a nonprofit dedicated to LGBTQ equality in 
Jewish life. “That’s what it means to do Purim right.” 
 
Rabbi Amichai Lau-Lavie, the senior rabbi at Lab/Shul, has been “doing Purim right” — by Krass’s definition — for 
more than two decades. Lau-Lavie is known for his drag alter-ego Rebbetzin Hadassah Gross and, even though his 
congregation is now on Zoom, this year will be no different. 
 
“Purim is a very political holiday,” Lau-Lavie said. He recalled living in Israel in 1994 when Baruch Goldstein, a 
religious extremist, cited the Scroll of Esther and its “story of revenge” as inspiration while committing mass murder 
on Muslim worshippers. “That was one of the first times I understood that we need to reclaim Purim, not just as 
‘putting on masks and having a good time,’ but to look at the shadow. What is our shadow? And how do we fix the 
shadow?” In focusing on doing that work, Lau-Lavie turned to drag as a way to “queer” the holiday, or “just another 
way to look at things from another perspective.” 
 
“So that we can do what court jesters have been doing for millennia, which is to tell the truth through the mask of art, 
or myth, or drag,” he explained. Beyond the “coming out” tales within Purim’s story, the traditions surrounding it, 
some argue, uniquely embrace LGBTQ members of the Jewish community. According to Vincent, there are 
“transgressive themes built into the holiday,” whether it’s binge drinking, partaking in extravagant festivals, donning 
costumes with gender-play, or reviving the name of an enemy (Amalek) only to swear to blot it out from history. 

“I read that as Jewish tradition recognizing that sometimes society’s norms need to be 
played with, and violated, and cracked open,” they added. “Purim really queers our un-
derstanding of what Torah is and what tradition is asking of us.” 
 
Above all, Purim is an opportunity for many Jews who frequently feel excluded to see 
their own stories and identities reflected in a central Jewish text. “One theme that queer 
folks like myself see within Purim and see within themselves is that sort of unmasking 
and masking component… the sharing of one’s true self with others and oneself, which 
is something that Esther does, when she essentially ‘comes out’ as Jewish,” Krass said. 
 

Rabbi Amichai Lau-Lavie, in drag as ‘Rebbetzin Hadassah Gross,’ in 2004 at the Museum of Jewish Heritage. Photo by Peter Kra-
mer/Getty Images 

https://forward.com/authors/marie-rose-sheinerman/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/drinking-on-purim/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/drinking-on-purim/
https://www.eshelonline.org/inside-out-purim-as-a-jewish-coming-out-day/
https://www.eshelonline.org/inside-out-purim-as-a-jewish-coming-out-day/
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Rabbi Jake’s Classes 
 

Rabbi Jake will be teaching a wonderful variety of 
class topics this winter and spring.  These classes are 
free-standing events.  Join us for one or all.   The 
Saturday classes will be held following Shabbat 
morning services both in-person at the Edlavitch D.C. 
Jewish Community Center and virtually. The 
Wednesday classes will be held virtually only. 
 
A Deep Dive into the Haggada - 
Wednesday, March 15th, at 7:30 
pm.  Haggada literally translates 
to “telling.”  This text helps us tell 
the story of our own liberation at 
the Pesach Seder.  However, it 
isn’t just the story as it appears in 
the book of Exodus.  There is an 
order to the telling and to the 
meal, with songs, rabbinic tales, 
and instructions for eating.  Let’s 
take a look at why our Seder looks the way it does, and 
uncover the greater lessons that the Haggada tries to 
teach us each year. 
 
Elisha ben Abuya - The Story of An 
Excommunicated Rabbi - Wednesday, April 19th, at 
7:30 pm.  There is a rabbi in Talmudic literature known 
as “Acher/The Other.”  Elisha ben Abuya was shunned 
by his community, but why?  How did the exiled rabbi 
come to be an outcast, and how do we draw boundaries 
for Jewish communities today?  His story inspired the 
wonderful book, As a Driven Leaf and can teach us 
something as well. 
 

The Zoom invitations will appear closer to their dates 
in the weekly newsletter, “This Week and Beyond,” 
and on our Facebook page www.facebook.com/
betmish.  Classes are always free for members of Bet 
Mishpachah.  There is a suggested donation of $10 for 
nonmembers which may be made on our website. 

Our Programming Committee Needs  
your Ideas!   

By Joseph Pomper 
 
Bet Mishpachah’s programming committee held its kick-
off meeting on January 26th and put new meaning to the 
expression “hitting the ground running!”  The enthusias-
tic group decided to define “programming” quite broadly 
so that we will be able to develop interesting, cultural, 
educational, and fun programs appealing to different 
parts of the Bet Mishpachah community, and allow us to 
find creative ways to partner with other Bet Mishpachah 
committees, such as the religious affairs, education, and 
social action committees. 
 
The committee reviewed programs the synagogue has 
undertaken recently, such as the joint program with Tem-
ple Shalom that included a Havdala service and viewing 
of a discussion with LGBTQ cookbook writer and histo-
rian, Michael Twitty, as well as the two movie-and-
brunch outings we held during the past several months.  
Based on the success of these programs, we will seek 
opportunities to have similar programs in the future. 
 
The committee also began to develop a number of pro-
grams for the weeks ahead, so please save these dates: 
 
March 10th:  As part of our annual Family and Friends 
Shabbat, David Fishback, Co-Chair for Maryland Advo-
cacy for Metro DC PFLAG, Co-Founder and Co-Chair of 
the Kulanu Committee at Temple Emanuel (Kensington, 
MD), and a long-time member of Jews United for Justice, 
will discuss his journey to LGBTQ activism and his role 
at PFLAG. 
 
March 19th:  Bet Mishpachah, GLOE and a community-
wide Pride Night at Theater J at the EDCJCC, 1529 16th 
Street NW to see "Gloria:  A Life," directed by Holly 
Twyford.  There will be a happy hour beforehand from 
6:15 - 7:15 pm, followed by the play at 7:30 pm.  The 
ticket to the play ($39) includes one free drink and a meet
-and-greet with the Managing Director of Theater J, Da-
vid Lloyd Olson.  If you have any questions, please con-
tact Mindy Gasthalter, mgasthalter@gmail.com.  Here is 
the link about the play:  https://theaterj.org/22-23-season/
gloria/, and the link to register and buy a ticket: http://
thejdc.convio.net/site/Calendar?
id=164005&view=Detail.    
 
March 31st: In honor of Transgender Day of Visibility 
we will have a special speaker, Otto Adelman, following 
Shabbat services. 
 
April (date to be determined):  We will have a private 
tour of the new Capital Jewish Museum prior to its open-
ing to the public, followed by lunch. 
 
 
 

May 21st:  Bet Mishpachah will take a field trip to the 
Maryland Jewish Museum in Baltimore where we will 
have a private tour of the museum, followed by lunch. 
 
June 7th: Bet Mishpachah will participate in a virtual 
presentation by author Noam Sienna about his book, "A 
Rainbow Thread: An Anthology of Queer Jewish texts 
from the First Century to 1969," in conjunction with Eshel, 
the organization of the LGBTQ Orthodox Jewish Commu-
nity.  Details to follow.  
 
If you are interested in joining us or have ideas you would 
like to share, please contact the committee at  pro-
grams@betmish.org.   

http://www.facebook.com/betmish
http://www.facebook.com/betmish
mailto:mgasthalter@gmail.com
https://theaterj.org/22-23-season/gloria/
https://theaterj.org/22-23-season/gloria/
http://thejdc.convio.net/site/Calendar?id=164005&view=Detail
http://thejdc.convio.net/site/Calendar?id=164005&view=Detail
http://thejdc.convio.net/site/Calendar?id=164005&view=Detail


 

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Adar /Nisan 5783/March 2023              Page  6 

Words of Special Speaker, Lizzie Edwards from HIAS from Ref-

ugee Shabbat 
 I’ve been working with HIAS as the Volunteer Coordinator and Immigrant Advocate, 
Avodah Fellow. There are several reasons I was drawn to HIAS. First, on my dad’s side, 
our relatives fled persecution in Ukraine in the early 1900s and it took several years for 
them to make it to the United States. They came to the United States not knowing anyone 
and that’s why organizations like HIAS are so important. They offer a hand that can make 
newcomers feel welcome in an unfamiliar place. I also grew up in a part of Portland, Ore-
gon that resettles many refugees. I made several close friends in high school and college 
who came to the United States through the resettlement process and so I was able to see 
the positive impact that resettlement brought to their lives and how much they add to the communities they are part of it. I strongly 
believe that refugee resettlement and immigration advocacy are some of the best ways to be involved in humanitarian work. Every-
one deserves safety and the difficulties don’t end when forcibly displaced people come to the United States. The adjustment to a 
new community can be incredibly difficult especially when you’re unsure of what resources are available, learning a new language, 
have a limited number of social connections and community, and for asylum seekers, are in limbo waiting for your legal status.   
 I have interned with an HIAS affiliate, Jewish Family Service of San Diego. I was impressed with the trauma informed, cultural 
informed, and gender-informed approach they had. The experience also really opened my eyes to numerous challenges and barriers 
refugees and other displaced persons experience when coming to the United States. Many of the clients I worked with were engi-
neers and doctors in their home country—but employers in the United States wouldn’t recognize their college degrees. This meant 
that many of them had to take jobs that didn’t match their fields, often in food service and other customer service roles. Another 
challenge was clients not being able to work due to limited English ability.  One of the clients I tutored had worked in construction 
in his home country. He missed the work and wanted to get a construction job in the United States. The issue was he didn’t know 
enough English to pass the tests to get his license. While we worked on construction vocabulary, him not being able to work right 
away definitely had a strain on the family’s economic state and his social wellbeing.  
 As anti-refugee and anti-immigrant sentiment is on the rise in the United States, it is essential we all combat these sentiments 
by doing our part to create welcoming environments for refugees, asylum seekers, and immigrants. In my current role, I’ve learned 
so much about the unique challenges that asylum seekers face once they are in the United States. Today, I will hope to give some 
backgrounds about the differences between refugees and asylum seekers, share a little bit about what HIAS HQ’s direct service vol-
unteer program is doing, and then discuss some ways you can get involved.  
 From HQ, HIAS assists over 600 asylum seekers in the Greater Washington, D.C. area with free legal representation. Our vol-
unteers take that work a step further by providing personalized support that helps strengthen the bond between our clients and their 
communities. I work in HIAS’s Social Services team in the Legal and Asylum Department. It’s a new team that begn this fall and 
it’s focused on addressing the social needs of asylum seekers that typically are not met. Social services include medical care, food, 
English lessons, transportation, and employment.  
 HIAS partners with different refugee resettlement offices around the country, but HIAS HQ does not directly resettle refugees. 
Instead, our Social Services team assists asylum seekers in the DMV. The difference between refugees and asylum seekers is that a 
refugee is a person outside of their country of nationality who is unable or unwilling to return to that country because of persecution 
based on their race, religion, nationality, or membership in a particular social group. Refugees with a capital R get their status even 
before they come to the United States. Refugees have already obtained their legal status before arriving in the US. Asylum seekers 
arrive to the US first, then seek legal status upon arrival. However, there is little difference when it comes to motivation for leaving 
their home countries. Every asylum seeker’s experience and case is unique, but some of the common reasons for which people seek 
asylum are state-inflicted violence and torture, persecution based on their political or religious beliefs, gender-based violence or 
domestic violence, or persecution based on race, ethnicity, or sexual orientation. 
 As of October 2021, nearly 1.5 million asylum seekers are awaiting a hearing in the United States. This backlog almost quadru-
pled during the Trump Administration. Of these 1.5 million, over 50,000 live in the DMV. Our clients wait an average of at least 
three years from the date they apply for asylum to the date they receive their asylum office or immigration court hearing. Through 
this time, they have no legal status in the United States. 
 Asylum seekers must wait six months after applying for asylum to apply for a work permit, and they do not receive any legal 
status until their case is formally decided. As a result, asylum seekers rely on existing family ties in the United States or support 
from community members to rebuild their lives while they wait for a work permit and legal status that will allow them to become 
self-sufficient and eligible for additional assistance.  Refugees receive federal benefits such as SNAP and Medicaid as well as Of-
fice of Refugee Resettlement programs such as Preferred Communities and Matching Grant. Additionally, they have automatic 
work authorization when they enter the U.S. Asylum seekers, however, are not eligible for federal benefits. They only become eligi-
ble for those benefits if and when their asylum application is granted.   
 HIAS relies on our community of volunteers and our social service team to offer holistic wraparound support to asylum-
seeking clients. Most of our clients in the Greater Washington DC area come from the Northern Triangle of Central America - El 
Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras. More than half of our clients are Central American and many of our clients are non-English 
speaking single mothers. Some of our clients enter the United States with a valid work, tourist, or student visa, whereas others re-
quest asylum at the border or enter the U.S. unapprehended by immigration security. Our volunteers act as mentors, English Lan-
guage Tutors, and Interpreters and Translators for our clients. We have also restarted our accompaniment program that allows vol-
unteers to take clients to medical appointments, government appointments, or to get important needs filled.  
 To be added to our Volunteer Program listserv, email me at lizzie.edwards@hias.org.  A full list of ways to take action can be 
found on HIAS’ website at www.hias.org/take-action  The list includes ways to volunteer, to donate materials and supplies, and to 
sign petitions.  Thank you for listening tonight and I really hope you take action to welcome our asylum seeker neighbors. 

http://www.hias.org/take-action
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Speaker on Transgender Day of Visibility 

 We are happy to welcome 
Otto Adelman as our speaker for 
Transgender Day of Visibility 
following our Friday evening at 
Shabbat services on  
March 31st.  Otto is a Jewish 
transgender activist and public 
speaker, as well as an award-
winning playwright, poet, and 
novelist.  He is deeply involved 
in the nonprofit sector, working 
as a professional “Death 
Guy” (managing funeral logistics, 

yartzeits, and other end-of-life needs) for one of the larg-
est synagogues in the US.  His public speaking primarily 
focuses on transgender issues and identity.  He has won 
multiple awards for his writing, notably the VSA Young 
Playwrights Award, which resulted in his work being per-
formed at the Kennedy Center in Washington, DC.  He 
lives with his husband and two rotten dogs. You can learn 
more about him on his website, https://ottoadelman.com/.   
 Please join us in welcoming a fascinating speaker on 
the Transgender community and his own journey. 

Speaker on Family and 
Friends Shabbat 

 Join us on Friday even-
ing, March 10th as we wel-
come David S. Fishback from 
the Metro DC Chapter of 
PFLAG.  From 2003 to 2005, 
he was Chair of the Montgom-
ery County (MD) Board of 
Education’s Citizens Advisory 
Committee on Family Life and 
Human Development. He is 
the author of the 2015 National 
PFLAG publication Curriculum Victory, Montgomery 
County, Maryland: A Case Study and Handbook for Ac-
tion, has testified before local and state legislative bodies, 
made presentations at National PFLAG Conventions, and 
has debated anti-gay spokespersons numerous times on 
D.C. area television programs. 
 David was the principal public advocate for full inclu-
sion and effective teaching about sexual orientation and 
gender identity in the health education curriculum of the 
Montgomery County Public Schools.  He helped bring 
useful resources to the MCPS guidance offices and suc-
cessfully combatted efforts by anti-gay groups to propa-
gandize their reparative therapy notions in the public 
schools. In addition, he works with families and other 
stakeholders to secure improvements to, and implementa-
tion of, MCPS policies, including the MCPS Gender 
Identity Guidelines. Gender Identity Guidelines. He also 
consults with other PFLAG chapters and allies in the re-
gion on advocacy issues. 
 David represented Metro DC PFLAG in the success-
ful Maryland campaigns to secure civil marriage equality 
and civil rights for transgender people. A graduate of Har-
vard Law School, he retired in 2013 from the U.S. De-
partment of Justice. David and his wife Bobbi, who co-
wrote the opening chapter of  Kulanu: All of Us--A Pro-
gram and Resource Guide for Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, 
and Transgender Inclusion (2007), a publication of the 
Union for Reform Judaism; co-chair the diversity inclu-
sion committee at Temple Emanuel in Kensington; and 
are the parents of two adult gay sons and grandparents of 
two wonderful grandchildren. 

On Wednesday, February 15th, Jonathan Edelman and 
Lauren Hoffman from the Capital Jewish Museum (CJM) 
visited the Bet Mishpachah Archives with Joel Wind. 
They boxed up the entire collection and brought it to the 
new CJM facility. The paper archives will be stored in 
archival boxes in a climate controlled environment. Se-
lected items will be digitized for ease of retrieval. The 

non-paper items will be careful-
ly boxed and stored too. The 
archives are now in a safe place 
and will be cared for by a team 
of museum professionals. Bet 
Mishpachah will receive an of-
ficial Deed of Gift from CJM. 
Thank you Jonathan and Lau-
ren. 
 
From left to right: Lauren Hoff-
man, Joel Wind, and Jonathan 
Edelman 

Czech Survivor Scroll on Display in Dubai 
 The Memorial Scrolls Trust (MST) in London recently placed one of their 1,564 Czech Holocaust Survivor Torah 
scrolls on loan to the Crossroads of Civilizations Museum in Dubai.  The Torah scroll display at the Museum was 
officially opened on January 28th, International Holocaust Remembrance Day, with MST Chair Jeffrey Ohrenstein 
present in Dubai.  The opening was co-sponsored by the Embassies of Israel, Germany, and the Czech Republic and 
includes exhibits from Yad va-Shem, The World Holocaust Remembrance Center in Jerusalem.  This is the first time 
one of the MST Survivor Scrolls has been exhibited in an Arab or Islamic country.  
 Bet Mishpachah received our Holocaust Survivor Torah Scroll on loan from the MST in 1979.  It’s from the town 
of Dolni Kounice (“Kaunitz” in Yiddish).  Last year it underwent a full review and repair by Sofèret (Torah scribe) 
Alexandra Casser, thanks to generous contributions from Bet Mishpachah members and friends, whose names are in-
scribed on a plaque that is on display at our Shabbat services. At the ceremony to welcome back our beloved Czech 
scroll, donors were able to help Sofèret Casser ink in a few final letters, which is considered as fulfilling the mitzva “to 
write a Torah scroll.” 

https://ottoadelman.com/
https://www.pflag.org/sites/default/files/Curriculum%20Victory%20in%20Montgomery%20County%202.pdf
https://www.pflag.org/sites/default/files/Curriculum%20Victory%20in%20Montgomery%20County%202.pdf
https://www.pflag.org/sites/default/files/Curriculum%20Victory%20in%20Montgomery%20County%202.pdf
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/uploadedFiles/departments/studentservices/mentalhealth/Guidelines%20for%20Students%20-%20Gender%20Identity%202018-2019.pdf
https://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/book/kulanu-all-of-us-a-program-resource-guide-for-gay-lesbian-bisexual-transgender-inclusion-revised-and
https://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/book/kulanu-all-of-us-a-program-resource-guide-for-gay-lesbian-bisexual-transgender-inclusion-revised-and
https://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/book/kulanu-all-of-us-a-program-resource-guide-for-gay-lesbian-bisexual-transgender-inclusion-revised-and
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January Donations 
 
We appreciate the generosity of our mem-
bers and friends, and recognize them for 
their support.  
 
Operating Fund 
Charles Stewart 
Diane Liff and Georgia Korn, in memory of  
 Margaret Parks 
Diane Liff and Georgia Korn, in memory of  
 Louis Elman, Diane Liff's grandfather 
Deb Hyman and Paula Morris, in memory of  
 Margaret Parks 
Mindy Gasthalter, in memory of Daryl Friedmann 
Mindy Gasthalter, in honor of Mary Hubbard’s 
 conversion 
Mindy Gasthalter, in memory of Margaret Parks 
Barry Friedman, in memory of Margaret Parks 
Barry Friedman, in memory of Morris Friedman 
Shelley and Mike Blank, in memory of Fran Hunt, 
 beloved friend and square dance lover 
Jack Mackler and Norman Graber 
 
Joel and Murray Woldman Kiddush and  
 Oneg Fund 
Douglas Auerbach, in honor of the Past Presidents 
 for Installation Shabbat 
Alex Carter, in honor of the Past Presidents for  
 Installation Shabbat 
Michael Greenwald, in honor of the Past Presidents 
 for Installation Shabbat 
Jocelyn Kaplan, in honor of the Past Presidents  
 for Installation Shabbat 
Diane Liff and Georgia Korn, in honor of the  
 Past Presidents for Installation Shabbat 
David Schwarz, in honor of the Past Presidents  
 for Installation Shabbat 
Joseph Pomper, in honor of the Past Presidents  
 for Installation Shabbat 
Suzanne Wandersman and Denise Leish, in honor 
 of the Past Presidents for Installation Shabbat 
Al Munzer and Joel Wind, in honor of the  
 Past Presidents for Installation Shabbat 
Martin Less, in honor of the Past Presidents for  
 Installation Shabbat 

Planned Giving Seminar 
 
Please join us on Sunday, March 5th at 1:00 pm at 
the EDCJCC for a planned giving seminar with Erica 
Gloger and Mindy Gasthalter. We will discuss benefits 
of making legacy gifts (“bequests”) to charities 
(including Bet Mishpachah) through your estate plan-
ning documents, such as your Last Will and Testa-
ment or Revocable Living Trust, as well as a variety of 
ways to make meaningful contributions during your 
lifetime. Also on the agenda will be some general estate 
planning myths, how this planning relates to Jewish 
values, and why estate planning applies to everyone – 
even if you don’t consider yourself wealthy – as well as 
tax considerations when making these gifts/bequests.   
 
If you have already made Bet Mishpachah a recipient 
of a bequest through your estate planning documents, 
or as a beneficiary of a life insurance policy or retire-
ment plan, please email Mindy Gasthalter at  
mgasthalter@gmail.com and let her know (amounts are 
not necessary; only the fact that the bequest has been 
made).  We want to acknowledge and recognize those 
who have made this legacy commitment to Bet Mishpa-
chah. Please note that there is no financial commitment 
or obligation to attend the seminar and anonymous do-
nations are always welcomed and respected.  
 
Can’t join us in person?  Connect through Zoom,  
Meeting ID: 882 1990 0120  

Eva Freund and Elke Martin, in honor of the  
 Past Presidents for Installation Shabbat 
Ruth Potts, in honor of the Past Presidents for  
 Installation Shabbat 
Mindy Gasthalter, in honor of the Past Presidents for  
 Installation Shabbat 
Scott Reiter, in honor of the Past Presidents for  
 Installation Shabbat 
 
Mark Goldfarb Memorial Fund 
Devra Floyd 
Rachel Wolkowitz in memory of Margaret Parks, 
 mother of Brian Parks 
 

mailto:mgasthalter@gmail.com
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     Thank You to Our February  
Service Leaders  

Friday, February 3: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, February 10: Paula Morris and  
 Robyn Helzner 
Saturday, February 11: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, February 17: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, February 24:  Allan Armus 
Saturday, February 25: Marc Bernstein and  
 Jeff Burka 
 

Thank you to our March  
Service Leaders  

Friday, March 3: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, March 10:  Paula Morris and Rabbi  
     Ben Shalva 
Saturday, March 11:  Larry Neff 
Friday, March 17: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, March 24: Larry Neff 
Saturday, March 25:  TBD 
Friday, March 31: Allan Armus 
 

March Anniversaries 
  

Eva Freund and Elke Martin 
Batya Hyman and Belinda Cross 

Louis Blank and Dan Yost 

March Birthdays  
 

Mark Agrast 
Richard Grossman 

Batya Hyman 
Mitchell Haymes 
Jennifer Helburn 

JonRobert Johnson 
Davi LaBarre 
Daniel Kaplan 
Elaine Raksis 
Thomas Sachs 

Jordan Schwartz 
Charles Stewart 

Marcel P 

Book Group Meets  in March 
 
The Bet Mishpachah Book Group will meet (via Zoom) on Sunday, March 12th, 
starting at 4:00 pm, to discuss The Women’s House of Detention: A Queer  
History of a Forgotten Prison, by Hugh Ryan.  Although intended for short-term 
female prisoners awaiting trial or sentencing, the Women’s House of  
Detention, located in New York City's Greenwich Village from 1929 to 1974, 
housed tens of thousands of women, transgender men, and gender-nonconforming 
people for months or even years, crammed into small cells, with no recreational, 
educational, or vocational programs, and with woeful medical care.  Relying on ex-
tensive archival research, historical and contemporary oral histories and other pri-
mary sources, the author provides a window into the policing of "queernesss" and 
radical politics in the 20th century. The resulting narrative is part history, part hor-
ror story and part blistering critique of the legal justice system. (The prison was de-
molished after riots by inmates helped expose its dangerously overcrowded and in-
human conditions.)   
 
Excluding the extensive listing of sources, the book is 315 pages and is available in hardcover, Kindle, and at 
area libraries.  All Bet Mishpachah members are welcome to join the discussion.  Please email  
bookgroup@betmish.org for the Zoom ID. 

mailto:bookgroup@betmish.org
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Member Yartzeits  
 
Announced Friday and Saturday, February 24 & 25 (Yartzeits observed February 24 –  
March 2; 3-9 Adar)    
Victoria Green, Cousin of Thomas Sachs      February 24   
Charles Helburn, Father of Jennifer Helburn     February 24   
Sylvia Jacobson, Grandmother of Andrew Abrams    February 24   
Minnie Kasse, Grandmother of Eryca Kasse     February 24 (3 Adar) 
Fayga Most Andreadis, Cousin of Morris Umansky   February 24   
Alfonso Tarabochia, Father of Catherine Tarabochia   February 24   
Elizabeth Hyman, Mother of Batya Hyman     February 26   
Mel Blanck, Cousin of Louis Blank       February 28   
Henry Noretsky, Father of Martin Noretsky     February 28   
Chantawat Srisuwan, Brother-in-law of Robert Margrave and David Fox February 28   
Mickey Casel, Cousin of Larry Neff       March 1 
Jonathan Greene, Cousin of Thomas Sachs      March 1   
Lisa Londner, Sister-in-law of Hank Londner     March 1   
Israel Stern, Father of Alvin Stern        March 2  (9 Adar) 
Ned Umansky, Uncle of Morris Umansky      March 2   
 
Announced Friday, March 3 (Yartzeits observed March 3-9; 10-16 Adar) 
Helene Freed, Grandmother of Seymour Stern     March 3   
Martin Weinstein, Uncle of Stuart Sotsky      March 3 (10 Adar) 
Marlene Meringoff, Cousin of Larry Neff      March 4    
Rich Widener, Friend of Louis Blank       March 4    
Jan Ford, Ex-wife of Alex Ford        March 5   
Jerome Menaker, Father of Howard Menaker     March 5  (12 Adar2) 
Tom Chase, Friend of Ruth Potts        March 7    
Grace Garelik, Mother of Glenn Garelik      March 7    
Lori Altman, Aunt of David Fox        March 8  (15 Adar) 
Mary Koenig, Great Aunt of Sarah Kolick      March 8    
Charles Most, Grandfather of Morris Umansky    March 8    
David Snaider, Uncle of Warren Snaider      March 8  (15 Adar2) 
Barbara Kahn, Mother of Jeffrey Kahn       March 9    
Norbert Munzer, Cousin of Al Munzer       March 9  (16 Adar1) 
Dora Silber, Grandmother of Frances Sneider     March 9   
 
Announced Friday & Saturday, March 10 & 11 (Yartzeits observed March 10 -16; 17-23 Adar)   
Joseph Gottesman, Grandfather of Andi Kasarsky    March 10    
Arthur Magid, Uncle of Carl Spatz        March 10  (17 Adar1) 
Bessie Mannheimer, Mother of Barbara Goldberg    March 10  (17 Adar1) 
Abraham Most, Cousin of Morris Umansky     March 10    
Dorothy Noretsky, Mother of Martin Noretsky     March 10    
James Olson, Partner of Jerald Goldberg      March 10    
June Schuetz, Grandmother of Mary Hubbard     March 10    
Janice Valerio, Friend of Robert Margrave and David Fox  March 11    
Romayn Bell, Cousin of Morris Umansky      March 12    
Dora Reiter, Grandmother of Scott Reiter      March 12    
Angela Carter, Aunt of Alex Carter       March 14    
Sylvia Youngman, Aunt of Joel Wind       March 14  (21 Adar) 
David Grossman, Maternal Grandfather of Joseph Pomper  March 15  (22 Adar) 
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Member Yartzeits –continued 

 
Philip Magid, Uncle of Carl Spatz        March 15  (22 Adar) 
Cheryl Swannack, Wife of Nancy Polikoff      March 15    
Beatrice Blank, Grandmother of Louis Blank     March 16    
Donald Haines, Friend of Eryca Kasse       March 16    
Joseph Lehman, Maternal Grandfather of Michael Hoffman March 16  (23 Adar) 
Shelly Lomberg, Niece of Allan Armus      March 16  (23 Adar) 
 
Announced Friday, March 17 (Yartzeits observed March 17-23; 24 Adar – 1 Nisan) 
Kenneth Cross, Brother of Belinda Cross      March 17    
Beulah Shippen, Aunt of Theodore Xakellis     March 17    
Robert Smetana, Grandfather of Sarah Kolick     March 17    
Ben Barlas, Uncle of Judy Barlas        March 18    
Harriet Behrens, Cousin of Mindy Gasthalter     March 18    
Leon Smelo, Uncle of Betty Milgram       March 18    
Samuel Spatz, Grandfather of Carl Spatz      March 19  (26 Adar) 
Roy Strassman, Friend of Larry Neff       March 19    
Adele Weinberg, Mother of Steven Weinberg     March 19    
Mary Ford, Mother of Alex Ford        March 20    
Jack Neff, Father of Larry Neff        March 20    
Bernie Yaseen, Grandfather of Marisa Uchin     March 20    
Evelyn Casel, Cousin of Larry Neff       March 21    
Rhona LaBarre, Wife of Davi LaBarre       March 21    
Norman Nasinov, Partner of Neal Strauss      March 21    
Mohr Weber, Grandfather of Denise Leish      March 21    
Murray Eneman, Grandfather of Jeffrey Berns     March 22  (30 Adar) 
Clarence Garelik, Father of Glenn Garelik      March 22  (29 Adar) 
Jack Halpern, Grandfather of Roger Schechter     March 22    
Esther Potts, Aunt of Ruth Potts        March 22  (29 Adar) 
Aaron Rosenberg, Maternal Grandfather of Deb Hyman  March 22  (30 Adar) 
Augusta Verdin, Grandmother of Catherine Tarabochia  March 22   
 
Announced Friday & Saturday, March 24 & 25 (Yartzeits observed March 24-30; 2-8 Nisan)   
Ben Mendelson, Uncle of Barry Friedman      March 24  (2 Nisan) 
Blanche Stern, Grandmother of Seymour Stern     March 24    
Rob Madna, Foster-brother of Al Munzer      March 25  (3 Nisan) 
Stan Schwartz, Friend of Larry Neff       March 25    
Seymour Bachman, Father of David Bachman     March 27  (5 Nisan) 
Paul Tiggess, Grandfather of Natasha Kraft     March 27    
Murray Dennis, Cousin of Morris Umansky     March 28    
David Magid, Uncle of Carl Spatz        March 28  (6 Nisan) 
Seymour Schechter, Father of Roger Schechter    March 28    
Gustave Stern, Grandfather of Seymour Stern     March 28    
Marie Martin, Grandmother of Elke Martin     March 29    
Joseph Rheingold, Grandfather of Mindy Gasthalter   March 29    
Harry Selbin, Grandfather of Denise Leish      March 29    
Abraham Singer, Grandfather of Michael Singer    March 29    
Henrietta Goldberg, Mother of Jerald Goldberg    March 30    
Maurice Rosenblatt, Uncle of Alan Carb      March 30    
 
Announced Friday, March 31 (Yartzeits observed March 31; 9 Nisan) 
Shirley Dwartz, Grandmother of Ronni Karambelas and Paula Morris   March 31  (9 Nisan) 
Marcia LeWinter, California mom and second mother of Mindy Gasthalter March 31    
Jan Welch, Friend of Maxine Klane       March 31    
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Shabbat Services  
Bet Mishpachah continues to stream Shabbat services 
virtually by Zoom, as well as meet in person in the Kay 
Community Hall of the EDCJCC. Please check our 
website for details.  The Zoom meeting number will be 
in our weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and 
Beyond.” 
 
Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at  
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month at 10:00 am.  Saturday morning services 
include a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion 
(in lieu of a sermon) . If you would like to be a sponsor 
for an Oneg or Kiddush, please sign up at: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/85094BAFAC28A3FC1-
erev. 
 
Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is 
available by sending an email request  
to sign@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks 
notice.  
 
Any changes to our regular Shabbat service 
schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted 
on our website (www.betmish.org) and included in our 
weekly email. 
 
To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date, 
location and number of expected attendees 
to administrator@betmish.org 
 
Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations  
Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:   
* World Congress of GLBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah 
* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington 
* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater   
   Washington 
* Network of Independent Jewish Communities 
and Havurot 
 
Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff 
Coordinator — Liat Novek  
Design/Layout — Liat Novek  
Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch 
and Elke Martin  
Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter 
 
Donations 
To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to 
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C. 
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page 
on our web site, www.betmish.org 
 
Death Notices, Bereavement Services 
If you are in need of bereavement services or to 
announce a death in your family, 
email bereavement@betmish.org. 

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter 
Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is 
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah.  The newsletter is 
sent to members and posted on our website. Articles, 
columns and content should be submitted by the 10th of 
the month prior to publication to 
administrator@betmish.org. 
 

Weekly Email Broadcast 
The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast, 
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking 
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well 
as other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner 
organizations.  To receive our weekly email newsletter, 
send an email to administrator@betmish.org  
 

Congregational Website 
Be sure to check out our website 
at www.betmish.org with information about our 
congregation’s current and upcoming programs, our 
rabbi, and our history, as well as links to other websites 
of interest. 
 
Communications Policy.  For questions about our 
editorial or advertising policies, send an email 
to secretary@betmish.org 
 

Membership 
To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a 
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org  
Reduced membership is available for new members, 
those on reduced income, and those who live outside the 
DC metro area.   
 
Address, Phone, and Email Updates 
Send your name and old and new information 
to membershipdirector@betmish.org 
 

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You 
Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim — 
visiting the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim 
Committee, rabbi, or president when you or a relative is 
hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if we receive 
the information. Please email us 
at BikurCholim@betmish.org. 
 
Women’s Outreach Program 
On the first Friday night of each month at 6:30 we pour 
our favorite beverage to go along with our own 
dinner and usher in Shabbat with great company and 
conversation. We continue to gather virtually every week 
and may try an in-person option soon. If you have any 
questions contact programmingdirector@betmish.org  
This is a wonderful opportunity to support one another.          
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and 
we welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-
binary people.  

https://www.betmish.org/track.php?id=6f73051077184bc1a50762c34a3a204b&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F805094BAFAC28A3FC1-erev&h=81fdc
https://www.betmish.org/track.php?id=6f73051077184bc1a50762c34a3a204b&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F805094BAFAC28A3FC1-erev&h=81fdc
https://www.betmish.org/track.php?id=6f73051077184bc1a50762c34a3a204b&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F805094BAFAC28A3FC1-erev&h=81fdc
mailto:sign@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:administrator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:bereavement@betmish.org
mailto:administrtator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:secretary@betmish.org
mailto:MembershipDirector@betmish.org
mailto:membershipdirector@betmish.org
mailto:BikurCholim@betmish.org
mailto:programmingdirector@betmish.org
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DIRECTORY 
 

RABBIS 
 
Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin  ..................................  ..............................  rabbi@betmish.org  
Rabbi Bob Saks, Emeritus  ................................  ..............................  rabbibobs@aol.com  
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES 
 
President:  Mitchell Haymes  .............................  ..............................  president@betmish.org  
   Rabbinic Liaison Committee:  Al Munzer 
 
Treasurer:  Douglas Auerbach  .........................  ..............................  treasurer@betmish.org 
 
Secretary:  Whitney Babash  .............................  ..............................  secretary@betmish.org  

Communication Committee:   .........................  ..............................  communications@betmish.org 
    
Director of Religious Affairs: Paula Morris .........  ..............................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  

High Holy Days: Paula Morris & Rachel Hamberger  .....................  hhd@betmish.org 
Liturgy Committee:  Scott Reiter  ....................  ..............................  liturgy@betmish.org  
Religious Affairs Committee: Paula Morris ......   .............................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
 

Director of Membership:  Deb Hyman................  ..............................  membershipdirector@betmish.org  
   Strategic Planning Task Force: Deb Hyman 
 
Director of Operations ....................................... …………………….. operationsdirector@betmish.org  

Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator  ............................  ..............................  oneg@betmish.org  
Hospitality Coordinator  ..................................  ..............................  hospitality@betmish.org   
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator:  Devra Floyd ...................  sign@betmish.org  

 
Director of Programming ...................................  ..............................  programmingdirector@betmish.org  

Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman  ..............  ..............................  bookgroup@betmish.org  
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn ....................  ..............................  education@betmish.org  
Programming Committee: Joseph Pomper .....  ..............................  programs@betmish.org 

 
Director of Community Affairs: Brian Parks ........  ..............................  communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
 
Jewish Community Relations Council representative: Stuart Sotsky 
 
Director of Congregational Affairs: Bruce Horowitz  ..........................  congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org 

Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger……………………….. ..  bereavement@betmish.org  
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Barbara Lewis  ............................  bikurcholim@betmish.org  
Cemetery Committee: Allan Armus .................  ..............................  cemetery@betmish.org 
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund  .........  ..............................  novachavura@betmish.org  
Social Justice: James Radack ........................ ……………….……..social-action@betmish.org  
Keshet Rising .................................................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 
B’nai Ahava ....................................................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 

 
STAFF 

Executive Director:  Joshua Maxey ...................  ..............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 
Congregational Administrator:  Liat Novek………………….. .............  administrator@betmish.org 
Bookkeeper .......................................................  ..............................  bookkeeping@betmish.org 
 


