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Washington DC’s Egalitarian Synagogue Embracing a Diversity of Sexual and Gender Identities 

together for the sake of furthering the greater Jewish 
mission.  When we come together as a community and 
transcend those things that divide us, we are more able to 
do holy work and make the world more whole. 
 A third interpretation of this ritual, also from 
Midrash Vayikra Rabbah, has to do with the way each of 
the four species looks.  The palm branch is straight and 
rigid, like a human spine.  The willow leaves are long 
and thin, symbolizing our lips.  The myrtle leaves are 
oval, similar to a person's eyes.  The etrog symbolizes a 
heart, which in ancient times was seen as the seat of 
wisdom, intellect, and emotion.  By unifying these 
separate species, we are also unifying the different parts 
of our bodies.  In doing so, we are saying that we bring 
our entire self to holy work.  When we pray, when we 
learn, when we do g’milut chasadim - acts of kindness, 
we want to bring not only one part of the self, but every 
part in unison.  Just as we need the entire Jewish 
community in order to be successful in changing the 
world for the better, so do we need the entire self.   
 There are countless things in this hectic world that 
necessitate our attention.  If we let them, these things will 
pull us in ten directions at once.  At this time, the holiday 
of Sukkot comes to remind us that being fully present and 
being a unified community should be a priority.  In this 
way, an ancient and odd ritual has the ability to be 
relevant in modern Jewish life.  May we all hear the call 
of the lulav and the etrog, not just as a call for rain, but as 
a call for the unity of self and people. 

Rabbi’s Message 
By Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 

 
Sukkot is a bizarre 

holiday.  We build a 
rickety booth with yard 
waste placed on the roof, 
and shake a collection of plants every which way.  
Every year, when I take up the lulav and wave it in six 
directions, I feel a bit silly.  My modern sensibilities 
initially clash with this pre-modern, naturalistic rite.  
There is no escaping it, shaking the lulav and the etrog, 
while a core element of the holiday, is strange, and a bit 
mysterious.  Many Jews, myself included, have asked 
themselves:  “What does it mean to shake these plants 
in all directions?  Why is it important to do a ritual that 
makes me feel so odd?”  The ritual of shaking the lulav 
and the etrog involves all of the senses, and some 
awkward movements.  This ancient ritual, though 
perhaps uncomfortable, is highly symbolic, and has 
layers of meaning.  These layers of meaning add to the 
sanctity and the unique nature of the holiday. 
 The first layer of meaning has to do with the 
sound of the lulav.  With each shake, the leaves of 
willow, myrtle, and palm sweep through the air and 
collide with gentle claps.  If you listen carefully, and 
use a bit of imagination, you can hear the sound of rain 
every time you perform the mitzva of waving the lulav.  
It is no coincidence that it is around this time of year 
that we begin reciting a prayer for rain during the 
Amida.  This joyous holiday marks a time of transition.  
The transition of weather patterns also marks an 
opportunity for us to transform our relationships and 
ourselves.  A prayer for rain on arid soil is also a prayer 
for renewed life on an arid soul. 
 Another reason for shaking the lulav and the 
etrog together comes from Midrash Vayikra Rabbah, 
which likens each of the four species of the lulav and 
etrog to different types of Jews.  By bringing these four 
species together, we symbolically unite the Jewish 
people.  We shake the lulav and the etrog in order to 
profess our belief in Klal Yisrael: the importance of 
each and every member of the Jewish community.  
Despite the painful reality of separation and difference 
that exists in the worldwide Jewish community, we 
believe that the Jewish people can be one.  In that unity, 
we bring our own talents and passions, and put them 
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Our Nominating Committee 
By Mindy Gasthalter, President 
 
Each year around this time, we convene three people to work 
together on the Nominating Committee, whose job it is to seek 
volunteers to fill the open positions on the board.  This year, 
there will be a few vacancies that will need to be filled.  The 
positions whose terms are ending include VP Religious       
Affairs, Secretary and Community Affairs Director.  In addi-
tion, I will not be completing the second year of my term as 
President (as a reminder, I completed David Schwarz’s second 
year of his term in 2020 and then served for one year of the 
two-year term following).  As outgoing President, I will serve 
on the Nominating Committee, but two additional volunteers 
are needed.  If you would like to serve on the Nominating 
Committee or on the board, please email                             
president@betmish.org. 

mailto:president@betmish.org
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Returning to in-person Shabbat services 
 
Our first in-person Shabbat service will be held on 
Friday, September 3rd at 8:00 pm.  We anxiously 
look forward to our return to the Edlavitch DC JCC 
in the Kay Community Hall after so much time 
apart. 
 
In order to keep our social distancing and be safe, 
we will limit the number of attendees each week.  
Please write to administrator@betmish.org no later 
than Thursday each week to alert your intention of 
attending Shabbat services in-person. 
 
Please remember that if you are planning on attend-
ing our services, a liability waiver must be electron-
ically signed before your arrival.  You will also be 
asked for proof of vaccination or a negative 
COVID test result.  A mask mandate is in place for 
everyone entering the building. 
 
Shabbat Shalom and looking forward to seeing you! 

 Return to the Home of Your Soul 

 

High Holy Days Begin with S’lichot Service Saturday,  
August 28, 8:00 pm 

 
The High Holy Days are approaching. Some of us may have begun a con-
centrated look at ourselves, a chesbon ha-nefesh, with the onset of Elul. 
How has the year gone? What did we do well, and what could we have 
done differently? What would we like to forget, but perhaps could use to 
learn from? 
 
S’lichot is where our personal preparations for the High Holy Days begin 
to intensify. Traditionally, from the beginning of the S’lichot service until 
Rosh ha-Shana, prayers of forgiveness, s’lichot, are recited every morn-
ing.  
 
Our S’lichot service focuses on personal forgiveness. As we think about 
those people from whom we must ask forgiveness, and those whom we 
could forgive, the first person on our list should be ourselves. The first 
step in our preparation for asking G-d’s forgiveness is to forgive our-
selves -- for not being perfect, for having failed, for being human. 
 
Traditionally, S’lichot is held at midnight, the moment Sunday begins fol-
lowing the last Shabbat before Rosh ha-Shana. Like many progressive 
communities, Bet Mishpachah offers the service earlier in the evening to 
make it more accessible. 
 
Please join us for prayer and introspection via Zoom.  Meeting ID will be 
posted in the weekly electronic newsletter and our website. 

Machzorim available to use during the  
High Holy Days 

 
We will be using our new machzor, Chadeish Yameinu. If 
you would like to order a copy for your personal use, 
we suggest a $54.00 donation. Please donate through 
our website, or contact administra-
tor@betmish.org.  There will be pick-up locations in DC, 
Maryland and NOVA.  Specific times and locations will be 
sent to those who have    ordered to have their own copy or 
borrow one.  Copies will also be available on-site for those 
attending in-person services.  If you are attending virtual 
services, you may wish to borrow a machzor for use during 
the High Holy Days.  Please contact administra-
tor@betmish.org to reserve a copy. PLEASE NOTE: The 
pages will not be scrolled during the Zoom webinar for 
those attending virtually.  

mailto:administrator@betmish.org
https://waiver.smartwaiver.com/w/5efa4f456d9b5/web/
https://www.betmish.org/donate
mailto:administrator@betmish.org
mailto:administrator@betmish.org
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        The High Holy Days this year are full of even more 
excitement than usual.  We will be coming back together to 
have in-person services at the EDCJCC Cafritz Hall.  In 
addition, those who are unable to join us in person will 
have the option of participating in the services via live 
stream.  Whether you are with us in person or virtually, we 
hope that all who attend our services will find the same 
warmth, spirit of introspection, renewal, and celebration 
that have been part of our tradition for over 46 years.   
 
 As many of us come back together after being apart for 
so long, we rejoice in the sense of community and togeth-
erness that we wish to feel over the course of our High Ho-
ly Day season.  We also find a sense of newness and joy in 
our new machzor - Chadeish Yameinu.  Familiar and new 
prayers, readings, and meditations blend together to lift up 
our prayers and focus our thoughts on the essential themes 
of this time of year.  With language and prayers that speak 
specifically to our community, we put into practice the 
words of Rav Kook, “the old will be made new, and the 
new will be made holy.”  
   
   On Rosh ha-Shana evening, we celebrate the birthday of 
the world. 
   On Rosh ha-Shana morning, we find inspiration in the    
journeys of our ancestors as we recall the formation of our 
people. 
   On Kol Nidrei, we look deeply into our souls. 
   On Yom Kippur, we find spiritual cleansing and open our 
hearts to the future. 

 
Service Schedule 

All services will be in-person and also live streamed.  All 
in-person services, except for Tashlich, will held at the 
EDCJCC Cafritz Hall.   
 Saturday, August 28th, S’lichot, 8:00 pm (all virtual) 
 Monday, September 6th, Erev Rosh ha-Shana 1,      

8:00 pm. 
 Tuesday, September 7th, Rosh ha-Shana Morning 1, 

10:00 am  
 Tuesday, September 7th, Tashlich Service, 3:00 pm:  at 

the P Street Beach (P Street and 23rd St NW). 
 Tuesday, September 7th, Erev Rosh ha-Shana 2,      

8:00 pm:   
 Wednesday, September 8th, Rosh ha-Shana Morning 2, 

10:00 am 
 Friday, September 10th, Erev Shabbat Shuva and    

Mizmor Shabbat, 8:00 pm 
 Saturday, September 11th, Shabbat Shuva Morning  

Service, 10:00 am 
 Wednesday, September 15th, Kol Nidrei, 7:00 pm   

 Thursday, September 16th, Yom Kippur Morning Service,  
              10:00 am   
 Thursday, September 16th, Martyrology/Yizkor Service,                 
              12:30 pm 
 Thursday, September 16th, Rabbi’s Study Session, 3:00 pm  
 Thursday, September 16th, 5:00 pm, Mincha Service 
 Thursday, September 16th,  N’ila/Havdala, 6:00 pm 
 
In addition to registering on Eventbrite for each in-person ser-
vice, anyone attending any service at the EDCJCC must complete 
and electronically sign the EDCJCC Liability Waiver online.  
You need only do this one time. 
 

Bet Mishpachah Member and Non-Member Registration 
 

Registration For In-Person Services 
 Seating is limited. Registration is now open to everyone on a 
space-available basis, through September 3rd.  All registrants will 
receive an Eventbrite ticket for each service.  Please print the 
ticket(s), or save to your mobile device, and bring it (them) for 
entry to services.   
Non-members must register individually and may not bring 
an unregistered guest.  By registering, non-members are cer-
tifying their full vaccination status.    
 Bet Mishpachah asks that non-members consider a $54.00 
donation per service when registering, to help defray the signifi-
cant cost of the services. Registration for all in-person services 
will close on September 3rd. 
 
Registration Links for Member Virtual Services 
  Members do not need to register for live streamed ser-
vices.  They will automatically receive via email the Zoom links 
for any and all services they will not attend in person.   

 
Non-member Registration for Live Streamed Services 
 Non-members may also register for live streamed ser-
vices.  There are no capacity constraints.  Registration will also 
be through Eventbrite, with donation requested, and registrants 
will receive service Zoom links.  
 

In Conclusion 
 We have posted information on our website at 
www.betmish.org/hhd on ways that you can set up your pray-
ing space, prepare yourselves, and configure your home view-
ing to include TVs. Any changes to this guide will also be 
posted on the website. 
 
 Please contact membershipdirector@betmish.org or adminis-
trator@betmish.org if you need any assistance in registering 
online. 
 
  

https://waiver.smartwaiver.com/w/5efa4f456d9b5/web/
http://www.betmish.org/hhd
mailto:membershipdirector@betmish.org
mailto:administrator@betmish.org
mailto:administrator@betmish.org
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By Joel Wind, Archivist 

 
Continuing our look back at Bet Mishpachah’s history, I 
present years 2004 – 2007. 
 
2004:   In January, a Scholar In Residence Shabbat was 
held with Dr. Tamar Kamionkowski.  A Community and 
Consolation Class was started in February, and in 
March, the rent at the DCJCC was raised to $1,591 per 
month.  In April, a FUNraiser took place which raised 
$1,400.  “Show and Tell – The Oldest Jewish Item in your 
House” took place in May and in June, the Jewish value 
selected for the coming year was z’rizut or zealousness or 
eagerness.  The board approved the establishment of an 
Endowment Fund in July. The Elul Project took place in 
August.  September saw the High Holy Days and Al 
Munzer received the Harvey Milk Chesed Award in 
November.  Milton Stern remained as President in 
December’s annual meeting. 
 
2005:   In February, a new class, From the Bible, began.  
In March, Tach’shitim joined the area choirs for a concert 
at Strathmore.  Beverly Nissenbaum received the Dace 
Stone Volunteer of the Year Award in April and in June, 
congregants spent an afternoon with Shakespeare 
Theater’s Michael Kahn.  Dues were raised in July (no 
amount was specified in the board minutes) and the value 
for the coming year was decided in August to again be 
z’rizut, with zeal.  October saw the High Holy Days, and 
Family and Friends took place in November.  Alex Carter 
was elected President at the annual meeting in December. 
 
2006:   Second at Seven began (second Friday night at 
7:00 pm) for a 6-month trial in February.  In March, the 
board voted to give Tzedaka to The Sign of Jonah, an 
AIDS/HIV health provider, and to Avodah, the Jewish 
Service Corp.  In May, a new format of Mishpachah 
Matters was rolled out and the board voted to keep the 
dues at $475 with a Community Fee of $18.  Sarajane 
Garten and Ed Lefkowitz received the Dace Stone 
Volunteer of the Year Award in June and Second at 
Seven was discontinued in August due to too few 
attendees.  In October, the Board voted to donate $750 to 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church because they let us park 
there Friday nights.  In November, congregants selected 
the value for the coming year: “All Jews have a 
responsibility for each other’s welfare.”  Alex Carter 
remained as President at the Annual Meeting in 
December. 
 
2007:   Installation Shabbat took place in January.  
March saw a Passover Wine Tasting fundraiser.  In April, 
a theater party took place at Arena Stage to see The Heidi 
Chronicles.  The Dace Stone Volunteer of the Year Award 
was given to Greg Diamond and Michael Resnick and the 
Harvey Milk Chesed Award was given to Eva Freund and 

High Holy Day Drive for N Street Village 
 

Each year during the High Holy Days, Bet Mishpachah desig-
nates N Street Village as the beneficiary of its tzedaka. 
  
N Street Village is a community of empowerment and recovery 
for women in Washington, D.C who are unhoused with low in-
come. With comprehensive services addressing both emergency 
and long-term needs, it helps women achieve personal stability 
and make gains in their housing, income, employment, mental 
health, physical health, and addiction recovery. The Village also 
provides affordable rental housing for low and moderate-income 
individuals and families. 
  
We are asking members and friends of the congregation to par-
ticipate in two ways:  
 
1.  Make a financial donation: https://www.betmish.org/donate 
 A gift of $29 can provide a Stay at Home Kit for one of our 

permanent supportive housing residents 
 A gift of $37 can provide 30 nutritious meals 
 A gift of $72 can provide three Welcome Kits with essen-

tials like socks, travel-sized toiletries, and more 
 A gift of $100 can provide housing and services for one 

week for one woman living in permanent supportive hous-
ing 

  
The donation page will go live the week before Rosh ha-Shana 
and conclude on Yom Kippur. 
 
2.  Make Art Kits at home: Purchase, assemble, and drop off 
individual art activity kits, including one of each of the follow-
ing: writing utensil (colored pencils, gel pen, crayons); activity 
book; snack (oatmeal bar, small bag of chips, etc.); and a bottle 
of water. 
  
Contact social-action@betmish.org for additional details if you 
are interested in participating in the production of Art Kits and 
to learn more about our Social Justice committee, and the won-
derful things they do. 

Erica Nash in May.  June saw the annual Pride Parade and 
Festival, and a tour of the Library of Congress Hebraic 
Collection took place in July.  In August, the Elul Project 
began.  In October, a walking tour of Old Jewish Washington 
took place, and Tach’shitim joined the Gay Men’s Chorus for a 
Holiday Program in November.  Sarajane Garten was elected 
President in December at the Annual Meeting. 
   

Next month: 2008 – 2011 

https://www.betmish.org/donate
mailto:social-action@betmish.org
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Fall Learning with Rabbi 
Jake Singer-Beilin 
 

Angels, Demons, and More 
 

Angels, demons and more! Rabbi Jake 
will be teaching a wonderful variety of 
class topics this fall.  These classes are 
free-standing events.  Join us for one or 
all.  It will be announced at a later date 
whether they will be held virtually via Zoom or in person at the 
Edlavitch D.C. Jewish Community Center. 
 

Structure and Content of the High Holy Day Services, 
Saturday, August 28 after services, at 12 pm:  Let’s prepare for 
this special and potentially intimidating time of year by 
breaking down some of the key components of the High Holy 
Day liturgy.  The Machzor can be a confusing book in which it 
is easy to get lost.  We will look more closely at some elements 
found in Bet Mishpachah’s new Machzor - Chadeish Yameinu - 
and bring deeper understanding to your High Holy Day 
experience.  From the soaring majesty and renewal of Rosh ha-
Shana to the serious accounting of the soul and introspection of 
Yom Kippur, we will make sense of the many prayers that call 
to us during these days. 
 

Angels in Jewish Text and Tradition, Wednesday, October 6 
at 7:30 pm:  The Hebrew Bible contains many references to 
angels that make up the heavenly host.  They are beings that do 
G-d’s bidding, interact with humans, and proclaim G-d’s 
greatness.  Throughout generations, the Jewish texts have 
ascribed names and characteristics to these beings.  We sing 
songs and create rituals around the idea that angels exist and 
are in our midst.  In this session, we will examine the textual 
foundations and moderns practices - all about angels in 
Judaism. 
 

Satan and Demons in Jewish Text and Tradition, Saturday, 
November 13 after services, at 12 pm: Does Judaism proclaim 
a belief in the Devil?  The Adversarial Angel found in the 
Hebrew Bible later served as the basis for Satan.  We will look 
at those foundational texts and track the evolution of this idea.  
And what about those dark, demonic forces that pop up in 
Yiddish literature, midrash, and bubbe-meises?  Let’s explore 
these beings and the stories from our tradition that make us fear 
and smirk at the same time. 
 

Reading and Discussing “Caste,” by Isabel Wilkerson, 
Wednesday, December 8 at 7:30 pm: As a congregation, we 
will renew our commitment to work towards a more just 
society by reading and discussing the book “Caste: The Origins 
of Our Discontents,” by Isabel Wilkerson. She writes: “What 
some people call racism could be seen as merely one 
manifestation of the degree to which we have internalized the 
larger American caste system.”  We will unpack these ideas 
together and explore what they may mean for us as Jews and 
for our community.  You are encouraged to read the book 
ahead of time, but all are welcome to attend whether or not you 
have done so. 
 

Classes are always free for members of Bet Mishpachah. There 
is a suggested donation of $10 for nonmembers.  For the 
Saturday class, please make you contribution before or after 
Shabbat. 

A D’rash for Elul                               by Rebecca Gurvets 

 Psalm 27, recited daily from Rosh Chodesh Elul through She-
mini Atzeret, begins by asking two questions, “who shall I fear?” 
and “of whom shall I be afraid?” 
 As we prepare for the High Holy Days, I, in turn, ask myself 
similar questions. In the last year, what have I feared? In the year 

to come, of what shall I be afraid? This past year, more than any 
other year, has been marked by pervasive fear. In all my years, I 
cannot recall a period of such extended fear as a counterpoint to 
everything I do. Every action is laid upon the backdrop of all that 
has been lost and all that has changed. As Elul ushers us into a 

period devoted to reflection and introspection, this is the first time 
in my High Holy Day preparations where I focus on the fear, 
whereas in the past I asked the reflective questions that are evoca-
tive of this holiday season. 
 This year, I look at Psalm 27 differently and focus on the fear, 
primed by experiences of the year that has passed. While it is not 
unheard of, and even somewhat expected, to change and come 
differently into the High Holy Days than the year before, this year 
has forced so much change upon us. While every year we are gift-
ed with days and questions that help us evaluate and make a plan 
to better ourselves, the process of returning to these days of intro-
spection is different than it has ever been. Previously, the change 

has been proactive. This year, the change was reactive. To come to 
Elul now is a process I must relearn. 

 While the period between Elul and Sukkot is naturally elevated 
with awe and holiness, I often feel that distinction the most during 
Aseret Yemei T’shuva, the ten days of repentance in between Rosh 
ha-Shana and Yom Kippur. What can I do to elevate these days 
that truly makes them different, rather than having them feel dif-
ferent due to the holy days that surround them. What has enriched 
my life in the past year that I want to actively bring into the com-
ing year? Where have I fallen short in this past year that inspires 
me to be a better version of myself? 
 I look at the fear that has been unwelcomingly present in my 
life as of late. I think of qualities that I have tapped into: resilien-
cy, empathy, hope. Prior to March 2020 and continuing to this 
day, I am a glass-half-full type of person. I am positive, I am 
hopeful, I am reminded that with a good night’s sleep and a full 

belly, things will look different tomorrow. I think of where I was 
in my life before the pandemic, and I think of whether I could 
have imagined myself now. I am not a fearful person, and I was 
not before all of this happened. I am adaptable, I shapeshift. So 
when tasked with shouldering fear, for myself, my community— I 
am silenced by what has been collectively experienced. As I sit 
here lost in my thoughts, I wonder if it is enough to identify the 
fears? Is it enough to release them? Unsurprisingly, our Jewish 
tradition helps me grapple with this. Specifically, in Hebrew, “to 
fear” and “to see” come from the same root –  )ירא yarah).                                      
 I do not go into this coming year blind enough to think that I 
will be fearless and unafraid. I enter into this coming year with the 
lessons of this past year— all that I have learned because I was 
curious, and all that was learned that I never thought I would, in a 
year I never thought would happen. I cannot promise myself that I 
will be fearless and unafraid. I go into this year holding that I am 
both tired and rejuvenated. Psalm 27 closes with the centering of 
two attributes: strength and courage. This coming year, more than 
any other year, I hope to be strong and courageous. 
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July and August Donations 
 We appreciate the generosity of our members and 
friends, and recognize them for their support.  
 

Operating Fund 
Anonymous 
Daniel Kaplan 
Charles Stewart 
Ronni Karambelas 
Henry Morris 
Kasey Bigsby & Evan Zukerman 
Gordon Cohen (non-member) 
Rochelle Granat & Rhonda Schulzinger, (non-members), in  
  honor of all those who have worked so hard to  
  ensure Bet Mishpachah continues to serve the  
   community  
Douglas Auerbach in memory of Marilyn Snaider 
Douglas Auerbach, in memory of Sylvia Deutsch 
Barbara Becker & Jutta Brettschneider, in memory of  
  Rachell Eisenberg 
Joel Berelson, in memory of Marilyn Snaider 
Joel Berelson, in memory of Rachell Eisenberg 
Nathaniel Deutsch, in memory of Eleanor Schwarz 
Barry Friedman, in honor of Keith Cohen’s Bar Mitzva 
Barry Friedman, in memory of Sylvia Deutsch 
Barry Friedman, in memory of Eleanor Schwarz 
Mindy Gasthalter, in memory of Marilyn Snaider 
Mindy Gasthalter, in memory of Rachell Eisenberg 
Mindy Gasthalter, in memory of Sylvia Deutsch 
Mindy Gasthalter, in memory of Eleanor Schwarz 
Mitchell Haymes, in memory of his grandfather,  
  Michel Frisch 
Jocelyn Kaplan, in memory of Sylvia Deutsch 
Diane Liff & Georgia Korn, in memory of Marilyn Snaider 
Diane Liff & Georgia Korn, in memory of  
  Rachell Eisenberg 
Diane Liff & Georgia Korn, in memory of Sylvia Deutsch 
Diane Liff & Georgia Korn, in memory of Eleanor Schwarz 
June Peters, in honor of Deb Hyman for her hospitality 
Nancy Polikoff, in memory of Rachell Eisenberg 
Tom Sachs, in honor of Frederick Sachs 
Fran Sneider & Beth Cohen, for the High Holy Days 
Morris Umansky, for the Rosh ha-Shana gift boxes 
Rachel Wolkowitz, in memory of Norma Jean Yost 
Rachel Wolkowitz, in memory of Rachell Eisenberg 
 

Woldman Oneg & Kiddush Fund 
Murray Woldman, in memory of his beloved father,  
  Philip Woldman 
 

 
 

Mark Goldfarb Memorial Fund 
Rachel Wolkowitz, in memory of Marilyn Snaider 
Ruth Potts & Alex Carter, in honor of Devra Floyd  
 receiving the 2021 Dace Stone Award 
Eva Freund & Elke Martin, in honor of Devra Floyd 
Devra Floyd  
 

Richard Krampf Social Action Fund 
Rachel Wolkowitz, in honor of Hudson Skye  
  Silber Pettis 
Eva Freund & Elke Martin, in memory of  
  Marilyn Snaider 
Eva Freund & Elke Martin, in memory of  
  Sylvia Deutsch 
Eva Freund & Elke Martin, in memory of  
  Eleanor Schwarz 
 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Keith Cohen 
Rachel Wolkowitz, in memory of  Sylvia Deutsch 
Nathaniel Deutsch, in appreciation of Rabbi Jake’s  
  support 
 

Richard Kopley Emergency Assistance 
Fund 
Rachel Wolkowitz, in memory of “Poppy Paul”  
  Caine 
Rachel Wolkowitz, in memory of her Bubbie,  
  Martha Wolkowitz 
Barry Kropf, in memory of Marilyn Snaider 
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     Thank You to Our August Service Leaders  
 

Friday, August 6: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, August 13: Louis Blank and Robyn Helzner 
Saturday, August 14: Paula Morris and Jeff Burka 
Friday, August 20: Scott Reiter 
Friday, August 27: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and  
                               Vinny Prell 
Saturday, August 28: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and         
                               Rachel Hamberger 
Saturday, August 28 for S’lichot: Ruth Potts and Alex Carter 

 

Amazon Smile 
     Bet Mishpachah is enrolled in Amazon Smile. You can 
shop and have .5% of what you buy come to your favorite 
synagogue.  Amazon Smile is the same Amazon you know – 
but now a part of your purchase price is donated to Bet 
Mishpachah. 
     To enroll, visit Amazon Smile.  Enter your user name and 
password as you would normally do.  At the next screen, 
“Start Picking Your Charity,” enter Bet Mishpachah, hit 
“select,” click “Yes, I understand that I must always start at 
smile.amazon.com to support Bet Mishpachah,” so START 
SHOPPING and support Bet Mishpachah with every 
purchase. 

Welcome to our Newest Member: 
Jordan Nassar 

 
Welcome Back: 
Michael Greenwald 

Thank you to our September Service Leaders  
 

Friday, September 3:  Larry Neff 
Monday, September 6: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and Vinny 
Prell 
Tuesday, September 7: Alex Carter and Larry Neff 
Tuesday, September 7 (pm): Allan Armus and Scott Reiter 
Wednesday, September 8: Paula Morris and Jeff Burka 
Friday, September 10:  Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and  
                                     Robyn Helzner 
Saturday, September 11: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Wednesday, September 15: Scott Reiter and Ruth Potts 
Thursday, September 16:Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin, Rachel 
Hamberger, Allan Armus, Elke Martin, Vinny Prell, Jeff Bur-
ka, Larry Neff and Paula Morris 
Friday, September 17:  TBD 
Friday, September 24: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin  
Saturday, September 25: TBD 

 

September Anniversaries 
 

Letitia Gómez and Ruth Eisenberg 
Joel Wind and Al Munzer 

Donald Jewler and Robert Hollis 
Craig Benson and David Cohen 

James Nathan and Francisco Torres  

September Birthdays  
 

David Cohen 
Jonathan Edelman 

Letitia Gómez 
Georgia Korn 
Paula Morris 

Beverly Nissenbaum 
Vinny Prell 

Jeremy Rausch 
Gena Schoen 

Carl Spatz  

Spotlight on Young Professionals Outreach Group 

Save the Date: Friday, September 24th 

 
Bet Mishpachah is excited about our newly-formed 
Young Professionals Outreach Group. We are committed 
to providing fun and engaging Jewish events surrounding 
Shabbat and holidays. 
 
Our first event will be on Friday, September 24th,    
Shabbat Sukkot.  Starting at 7:00 pm, we will join at the 
EDCJCC for a Young Professionals "mix and mingle.”  
This will be followed by our Shabbat services at 8:00 pm. 
Details will be announced in our weekly newsletter,  
“This Week and Beyond.”  
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We extend our sincerest sympathy to our members who have experienced recent losses: 
Tom Sachs, on the loss of his aunt, Helen Schneider 

Member Yartzeits 

 
Announced Friday & Saturday, August 27 & 28 (Yartzeits observed August 27 – 31; 19 – 23 Elul) 
Isa Dokelsky, Grandmother of Mitchell Haymes                August 28   (Elul 20) 
Miriam Chashin, Great Aunt & Godmother of Scott Reiter  August 29    
Dorcas Ann Hollis, Mother-in-law of Mark David Agrast August 29    
Elaine Singer, Mother of Michael Singer                        August 30    
Frederic L. Stern, Father of Seymour Stern                     August 30    
Beatrice Web, adoptive Mother of Devra Floyd                 August 31    
Nathan Jewler, Father of Don Jewler                               August 31    
Hyman Umansky, Uncle of Morris Umansky                     August 31    
Herbert Roberts, Uncle of Alan Carb                               August 31    
Lester Greenfield, Uncle of Eryca Kasse                      September 1 (Elul 24) 
Fanny L. Stern , Aunt of Larry Neff                                 September 2 
Abraham Wolkowitz,  Grandfather of Rachel Wolkowitz September 2 (Elul 25) 
 
Announced Friday, September 3 (Yartzeits observed September 1 – 9; 24 Elul – 3 Tishrei) 
Ricky Lee Collins, Partner of Charles Stewart    September 3    
Marvin Spatz, Father of Carl Spatz       September 3   (Elul 26) 
Mary Snaider, Grandmother of Warren Snaider    September 4   (Elul 27) 
Diane Stern, Mother of Seymour Stern      September 4    
Carlos Doernberg, Father of Andres Doernberg    September 5    
Gertrude Hyman, paternal Grandmother of Deb Hyman  September 5    
Henry Kohn, Father of Margy Kohn       September 5    
Mitchell Barlas, Cousin of Judy Barlas      September 6    
Jennie Woldman, Grandmother of Murray Woldman  September 6   (Elul 29) 
Max Lewin, Uncle of Larry Neff        September 6   
Shirley Zeizel, Aunt of Michael Singer      September 6    
Jane Zirinsky-Wyatt, Friend of Sarajane Garten    September 7    
Israel Sneider, Grandfather of Fran Sneider     September 7    
Edith Snaider, Aunt of Warren Snaider      September 8   (Tishri 2) 
 
Announced Friday & Saturday, September 10 & 11 (Yartzeits observed September 10 – 16;  
4 – 10 Tishrei)  
Isidore Freund, Father and Father-in-law of Eva Freund  and Elke Martin  September 10    
Sophie Weinstein, Grandmother of Michael Singer   September 10    
Louis Kasse, Grandfather of Eryca Kasse     September 10   (Tishri 4) 
Zena Levine, Grandmother of Mark        September 10   (Tishri 4) 
Goldie Lax Sotsky, Mother of Stuart Sotsky     September 11   (Tishri 5) 
Ed Gelman, Friend of Catherine Tarabochia     September 11    
Dvoire Rosetsky, Grandmother of Judy Barlas    September 12    
Gloria Lev, Aunt of Larry Neff        September 12    
Mildred Saffer, Grandmother of Alicia Saffer    September 12    
Edith Windsor, Historical Figure         September 12    
Selda Berns, Mother of Jeffrey Berns       September 12   (Tishri 6) 
Lena Cohen, Grandmother of Marlene Cohen    September 12   (Tishri 6) 
Bessie Klane, Grandmother of Maxine Klane    September 13    
Benjamin Korn, Father of Georgia Korn      September 13    
Joseph M. Lev, Cousin of Larry Neff       September 13   
Luciano Vitale, Father of Loretta Vitale Saks    September 13   (Tishri 7) 
Daniel Eneman, Uncle of Jeffrey Berns      September 14   (Tishri 8) 
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Member Yartzeits—continued 

 
Announced Friday & Saturday, September 10 & 11 (Yartzeits observed September 10 – 16;  
4 – 10 Tishrei) 
Ida Fox, Grandmother of David Fox       September 14   (Tishri 8) 
Joyce Leftwich, Friend of Beth Cohen      September 14    
Bernard Lev, Uncle of Larry Neff       September 16    
Esther Eisenberg, Grandmother of Ruth Eisenberg   September 16   (Tishri 10) 
Reuven Eisenberg, Grandfather of Ruth Eisenberg   September 16   (Tishri 10) 
Meier (Y’chiel) Szachter, Grandfather of Ruth Eisenberg September 16   (Tishri 10) 
Jerome Nakrin, Father of Jeffrey Nakrin      September 16   (Tishri 10) 
 
Announced Friday, September 17 (Yartzeits observed September 17 – 23; 11 - 17 Tishrei) 
Sylvia Nakrin, Mother of Jeffrey Nakrin      September 17    
Freda Steinberg Lev, Aunt of Larry Neff      September 17    
Bernard Most, Cousin of Morris Umansky     September 17    
Ilene Brana Skuratofsky, Niece of Morris Umansky   September 17    
Joseph Umansky, Grandfather of Morris Umansky   September 17    
Joseph Sotsky, Grandfather of Stuart Sotsky     September 18   (Tishri 12) 
Jack D. Edwards, Friend of Sarajane Garten     September 19    
Louis Shapiro, Uncle of Art Leabman      September 19    
Alan Friedman, Husband of Louis Altarescu     September 19    
Himey Snaider, Father of Warren Snaider     September 19   (Tishri 13) 
Ruth Magid Jacobs, Aunt of Carl Spatz      September 20   (Tishri 14) 
Mark David Adams, Nephew of Larry Neff     September 22    
Helen Smirnoff Spatz, Grandmother of Carl Spatz   September 22   (Tishri 16) 
Mary Levitt, Mother of  Morris Levitt      September 23   (Tishri 17) 
 
Announced Friday and Saturday, September 24 and 25 (Yartzeits observed September 24 – 30; 18 - 24 
Tishrei) 
Milton Berelson, Grandfather of Joel Berelson    September 24    
Ted Hyman, Father of Deb Hyman       September 24    
Rosalyn Carb, Mother of Alan Carb       September 24   (Tishri 18) 
Bernice Rosenblatt, Aunt of Alan Carb      September 24   (Tishri 18) 
Saul Carb, Uncle of Alan Carb        September 24   (Tishri 18) 
Frances Isaacs Garten, Mother of Sarajane Garten   September 25   (Tishri 19) 
Judah Chiprut, Grandfather of Beverly Nissenbaum   September 25   (Tishri 19) 
David Wandersman, Father of Suzanne Wandersman    September 25   (Tishri 19) 
Goody Gottfried, Great Aunt of Joel Berelson    September 26    
Elsie Goldfield, Grandmother of Martin Daniel Robinson September 26    
Scott Balotin, Friend of John Winterson      September 26   (Tishri 20) 
Leonie Doernberg, Mother of Andres Doernberg    September 27    
Helen Aiken Estrin, Grandmother of Don Jewler    September 27   
Robbie Floyd, Mother of Devra Floyd      September 28    
Robert Schwarz, Father of David Schwarz     September 28    
Esther Rosenberg Lax, Grandmother of Stuart Sotsky  September 28   (Tishri 22) 
Deborah Potts, Mother and Mother-in-law of Alex Carter of Ruth Potts  September 28   (Tishri 22) 
William Sobelsohn, Father of David Sobelsohn    September 29   (Tishri 23) 
Benny Waxman, Past board member and Friend of Stuart Sotsky and Larry Neff September 30   (Tishri 24) 
Alvin Lehman, Uncle of Michael Hoffman     September 30   (Tishri 24) 
Celia P. Feldman, Grandmother of Steven Frank    September 30   
Anton Weber, Stepfather of Denise Leish     September 30    
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Shabbat Services  
As we slowly return to in-person services, we will limit 
the number of attendees.  Please contact 
administrator@betmish.org if you wish to attend any of 
our upcoming Shabbat services. Bet Mishpachah will 
continue to stream Shabbat services virtually by 
Zoom.  Please check our website for details .  The Zoom 
meeting number will be in our weekly electronic 
newsletter, “This Week and Beyond.” 
 
Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at  
8:00 pm, followed by a virtual Oneg Shabbat social 
hour, and on the second and fourth Saturday of every 
month at 10:00 am.  Saturday morning services include 
a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion (in lieu 
of a sermon) and a virtual Kiddush lunch. 
 
Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is 
available by sending an email request  
to sign@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks 
notice.  
 
Any changes to our regular Shabbat service 
schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted 
on our website (www.betmish.org) and will be included 
in our weekly email broadcast  
 
To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date, 
and number of expected attendees 
to administrator@betmish.org 
 
Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations  
Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:   
* World Congress of GLBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah 
* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington 
* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater   
   Washington 
* Network of Independent Jewish Communities 
and Havurot 
 
Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff 
Coordinator — Liat Novek  
Design/Layout — Liat Novek  
Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch 
and Elke Martin  
Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter 
Secretary — Erica Gloger  
Communications Chair — Mike Goldstein 
 
Donations 
To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to 
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C. 
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page 
on our web site, www.betmish.org 

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter 
Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is 
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, 
Washington, D.C., 20013. The newsletter is sent to 
members and posted on our website. Articles, columns and 
content should be submitted by the 10th of the month prior 
to publication.  Email them to administrator@betmish.org  
 

Weekly Email Broadcast 
The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast, This 
Week and Beyond, which contains late-breaking 
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well as 
other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner 
organizations.  To receive our weekly email broadcasts, 
send an email to administrator@betmish.org  
 

Congregational Website 
Be sure to check out our website at www.betmish.org with 
information about our congregation’s current and upcoming 
programs, our rabbi, and our history, as well as links to 
other websites of interest. 
 
Reprints.  Information in any of our publications may be 
reprinted without permission, but acknowledgment of the 
source is required.  
 
Communications Policy.  For questions about our editorial 
or advertising policies, send an email 
to secretary@betmish.org 
 

Membership 
To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a 
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org  
Reduced membership is available for students, young 
people, new members, and those who live outside the DC 
metro area.   
 
Address, Phone, and Email Updates 
Send your name and old and new information 
to membershipdirector@betmish.org 
 

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You 
Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim — visiting 
the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim Committee, rabbi, 
or president when you or a relative is hospitalized. We can 
stay informed ONLY if we receive the information. Please 
email us at BikurCholim@betmish.org. 
 

Death Notices, Bereavement Services 
If you are in need of bereavement services or to announce a 
death in your family, email bereavement@betmish.org. 
 
 

mailto:sign@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:administrator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:administrtator@betmish.org
mailto:administrtator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:secretary@betmish.org
mailto:MembershipDirector@betmish.org
mailto:membershipdirector@betmish.org
mailto:BikurCholim@betmish.org
mailto:bereavement@betmish.org
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DIRECTORY 
 

RABBIS 
 
Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin  ...................................  .............................  rabbi@betmish.org  
Rabbi Bob Saks, Emeritus  ................................  .............................  rabbibobs@aol.com  
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES 
 
President:  Mindy Gasthalter  .............................  .............................  president@betmish.org  

Rabbinic Liaison Committee:  Al Munzer .........  .............................  rlc@betmish.org  
 

Treasurer:  Douglas Auerbach  ..........................  .............................  treasurer@betmish.org 
 
Secretary:  Erica Gloger  ....................................  .............................  secretary@betmish.org  

Communication Committee:  Mike Goldstein  ..  .............................  communications@betmish.org 
    
Director of Religious Affairs: Mitchell Haymes  ...  .............................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  

Choir (Tach’shitim): Michael Resnick  .............  .............................  choirdirector@betmish.org 
High Holy Days: Paula Morris and Joseph Pomper  ......................  hhd@betmish.org 
Liturgy Committee:  Scott Reiter .....................  .............................  liturgy@betmish.org  
Religious Affairs Committee: Mitchell Haymes  .............................  religiousaffairs@betmish.org  
 

Director of Membership:  Deb Hyman ................  .............................  membershipdirector@betmish.org  
   Strategic Planning Task Force: Deb Hyman 
 
Director of Operations: Rod Ross  ..................... …………………….. operationsdirector@betmish.org  

Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator:   ...........................  .............................  oneg@betmish.org  
Hospitality Chairperson: Nathaniel Deutsch ....  .............................  hospitality@betmish.org   
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator:  Devra Floyd  ..................  sign@betmish.org  
Tech Committee 

 
Director of Programming: Paula Morris  .............  .............................  programmingdirector@betmish.org  

Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman  ..............  .............................  bookgroup@betmish.org  
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn .....................  .............................  education@betmish.org  

 
Director of Community Affairs: Brian Parks ........  .............................  communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
 
Jewish Community Relations Council representative: Stuart Sotsky 
 
Director of Congregational Affairs: Bruce Horowitz  .........................  congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org 

Bereavement Support: Rod Ross ………………………………….. .  bereavement@betmish.org  
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Letitia Gómez  .............................  bikurcholim@betmish.org  
Cemetery Committee: Allan Armus .................  .............................  cemetery@betmish.org 
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund  ..........  .............................  novachavura@betmish.org  
Social Justice: James Radack ......................... ……………….……..social-action@betmish.org  
Young Professionals Outreach: Rachel Wolkowitz ........................ yp@betmish.org 

 
STAFF 

Congregational Administrator:  Liat Novek………………….. ............  administrator@betmish.org 
Congregational Bookkeeper:    Elke Martin 


