
 

Mishpachah Members’ Monthly   Iyar-Sivan 5781/ May 2021            Page     

Washington DC’s Egalitarian Synagogue Embracing a Diversity of Sexual and Gender Identities 

What I Learned From My Time at Jewish 

Summer Camp  
By Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 

 

As many of you know, I am a 
product of Jewish summer 
camps, and have spent many 
summers in this setting.  It is 
core to who I am as a Jew, and 
who I am as a rabbi.  Beginning 
in the summer after high school 
as a counselor, through more recent stints as a visiting 
faculty member, I feel at home when I step foot onto the 
campus of a Jewish summer camp.  As a rabbi, I have 
chosen to spend several weeks at camp for a variety of 
reasons.  I go in order to learn new Jewish music and see 
inspiring educational techniques.  I go to connect with 
colleagues and meet young Jews from the region who are 
looking for rabbinic mentors and guides.  I go to support 
campers from previous congregations who feel much 
more comfortable when a familiar face is present.  As is 
true with most important experiences, I come away with 
many surprising insights.  Here are a few of them that 
have influenced my sense of self, my understanding of 
Judaism, and my spirituality: 
 
 There is a place for every single person in the 

Jewish community.  When you’re at camp, it 
doesn’t matter which social circle you occupy during 
the remainder of the year.  Whether you play sports 
or Dungeons and Dragons, you will have friends at 
camp.  At camp, it doesn’t matter if you have a 
learning disability or trouble paying attention, it 
doesn’t matter if you take medication during the day, 
or if your parents no longer live together.  You are 
just a camper, and you will be accepted!  Living in a 
cabin for three and a half weeks with all different 
types of people is an equalizing experience, and 
campers walk away knowing that everyone is created 
b’tzelem Elohim, everyone has a spark of divinity 
within them.  

 Being outside in nature helps me find Godliness in 
the world.  I can pray in a lot of different places, but 
at camp, my prayers are strengthened by the rustling  

Continued on page 3 

From the Archives 
By Joel Wind, Archivist 

 
Continuing our lookback at Bet 
Mishpachah’s history, I present 
years 1988 – 1991. 
 
1988:  In February, the Kiddushin policy was approved.  In 
May, 70 members attended the 13th Anniversary Dinner at 
the Mayflower Hotel and Beth Cohen was elected president.  
In June, the first Kiddushin ceremony took place.  Septem-
ber saw Baltimore’s Jewish American Festival and in Octo-
ber, the 10th Yartzeit of Harvey Milk took place.  In Novem-
ber, the Gay and Lesbian Chorus sang at Family and Friends 
Shabbat and in December, a New Member Shabbat,       
Chanuka Party and New Year’s Eve Gayla took place. 
 
1989:  In January, the Jewish Music Course began.  New 
membership categories were announced in April: Full time 
student $50; Single $100; Single parent $100; Couple $200.  
In May, Beth Cohen remained as President.  In August, the 
11th International Conference of Gay and Lesbian Jews took 
place in Chicago.  In October, the first Conversational    
Hebrew Class for Beginners took place.  In December, the 
board authorized the Rabbinic Services Ad Hoc Committee 
to undertake an educational process to culminate with a vote 
by the congregation at the next annual meeting on whether or 
not to hire a ¼-time rabbi. 
 
1990:  In January, monthly rent at CUMC was raised from 
$400 to $500 and a series of Do We Need A Rabbi articles 
appeared in the newsletter.  In March, the board voted to 
poll the congregation on the issue of a part-time rabbi.  In 
May, the board voted to hire a Rabbi based on the member-
ship poll, establish a Rabbinic Search Committee, and in-
crease dues from $100 to $200.  Scott Reiter was elected 
President also in May.  The 4th Northeast Conference of Gay 
and Lesbian Jews took place in Pawling, NY in August.  
September saw the High Holy Days and the board voted to 
pursue space at the new DCJCC. 
 
1991:  In January, the board agreed not to curtail the news-
letter mailing list because it is a way of drawing in new 
members.  In February, the board agreed to purchase a   
Torah scroll and allocated $16,000.  Suzanne Wandersman 
was elected president in May and the 12th International Con-
ference of Gay and Lesbian Jews took place in San Francis-
co.  In June, Rabbinic Candidate Rabbi Bob Saks spoke at 
Shabbat Service, was hired in July and began in August.  In 
September, the dedication of our second Torah Scroll took 

place and our new Siddur, Shavat Va-Yinafash, was dedi-
cated in December. 
 

Next month: 1992 – 1995. 
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Thinking of membership at Bet 
Mishpachah? 
 

Membership is an opportunity to 
develop friendships, learn, become 
involved in your heritage, and 
support the only LGBTQ synagogue 
in the Washington, DC area.   
To join Bet Mishpachah is easy, just 
visit www.betmish.org today.   
 
Questions, e-mail 
membershipdirector@betmish.org.  

Seeking Nominations for Bet Mishpachah Annual Service 
Awards 
Nominations are now being accepted 
for our two annual service awards to be 
presented at the Member Volunteer 
Recognition on Erev Shabbat Friday, 
July 23rd.  Please submit your 
nominees along with a brief description of their accomplishments no 
later than June 4th to Bruce Horowitz at 
CongregatonalAffairsDirector@BetMish.org.  
 
The Dace Stone Volunteer of the Year Award, named for congregant 
Dace Stone (z”l), a distinguished social worker and LGBT and AIDS 
activist, recognizes a congregational member who has made outstanding 
contributions to the Bet Mishpachah community. Michael Resnick was 
our 2020 recipient. 
 
The Harvey Milk Chesed Award, named for LGBT activist and openly 
gay San Francisco City Council member assassinated in 1978, 
recognizes an individual, member or nonmember, who has made 
outstanding contributions to the wider LGBT and Jewish communities 
of which Bet Mishpachah is a part. Ruth Eisenberg was our 2020 
recipient.    
 

We look forward to celebrating with you, our volunteers and our award 
honorees on July 23rd. 

Like our facebook page   
 
www.facebook.com/betmish 
Please join our new facebook community 
group. 
 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/betmish. 
This is a private group where you can have  
conversations with other members. This is a  
monitored group. 

Women’s First Friday Pre-Service  
 

Join us for our continuing virtual First Friday women’s 
outreach pre- service. Pour your favorite beverage to 
drink and make your favorite dinner dish to eat while 
you zoom into our gathering and usher in Shabbat with 
great company and conversation.  What a unique op-
portunity to see one another in these trying times.  Last 

month we had a wonderful gathering and discussion. It was led by Jocelyn 
Kaplan whose vision to attract more women to be part of the Bet Mishpachah 
community is what led to the first Women’s Outreach back in 1979. Our gather-
ings are followed by our uplifting Erev Shabbat services. We hope you will join 
us! 
 
May 2 is our next gathering. There is so much to celebrate in May. For example: 
May 1st - May Day and National Chocolate Parfait Day. May 2nd- Hawai-
ian Lei Day,  National Truffle Day and World Tuna Day. May 3rd - 
World  Freedom of Press Day and World Laughter Day. May 4th - the first Day 
of Root Canal Awareness Week, National Teacher Day and World Bird 
Day  May 5th - Cinco De Mayo. And these are just a few of the celebrations 
during the first few days of May! So check out the calendar to find your favor-
ite celebration for the month of May and share it with us! We may even have a 
guest bird talking about World Bird Day!  
 
June - Celebrate Pride Month! 
 
If you have any questions, please email Paula at morrispa24@gmail.com.  
 
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and we welcome trans women, 
genderqueer women, and non-binary people.  

http://www.betmish.org
mailto:membershipdirector@betmish.org
mailto:CongregatonalAffarirsDirector@BetMish.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=8vnzh97ab.0.0.pmbqt8bab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgroups%2Fbetmish.
mailto:morrispa24@gmail.com
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What I Learned From My Time at Jewish 

Summer Camp       continued from page 1 

 

 of leaves, the sun shining on my face, and the birds 

 chirping cheerfully to each other.  Sure, it can make me 

 hot and sticky, and sometimes the wind can turn the page 

 of the siddur when you don’t want it to, but that is a price 

 I am happy to pay.  When I am surrounded by the world’s 

 natural beauty, I can easily say “Ma gadlu ma-asecha, 

 Yah/How magnificent are Your works, Yah!” 

 Personal growth occurs when you push yourself to 

move outside of your comfort zone.  The Israelites 

formed a nation while in the wilderness.  In that 

uncomfortable space, they received the Torah.  We, too, 

can find our strength in uncomfortable situations.  I 

watched campers who were afraid of heights tremble as 

they strapped on a harness and, with the encouragement of 

their peers and counselors, made their way up to the very 

top of the climbing tower.  By the time their feet were 

back on firm ground, they were smiling from ear to ear.  

With that experience they learned that it is possible to 

conquer fears, and that they are capable of much more 

than they ever thought possible.  Facing difficult 

experiences and coming out the other end is something 

that strengthens and encourages us. 

 It is OK to be silly.  At camp, it is acceptable to wear a 

tutu and a sombrero to breakfast.  No one will even 

notice.  During Color War, it is OK for a rabbi to end an 

evening service by screaming “For Narnia!!!”  It is natural 

for campers to go to extreme lengths to make each other 

laugh, and for counselors to do the same.  That is not to 

say that camp is not a serious place.  Indeed, it is a place 

where conversations of great depth and import can occur.  

It just means that you have a conversation about the 

nature of God while wearing a tiara and tie-dye.  It feels 

great to have a place where you can be weird, where you 

can quite literally laugh out loud. 

 

I could go on.  As you can tell, I love going to Jewish summer 

camp.  The lessons that I have learned in these very specific 

and closed settings, however, are ones that apply to Jewish 

life on the outside.  They are lessons that I have seen us live 

out at Bet Mishpachah: There is a place for every single 

person in the Jewish community, nature can help us connect 

more deeply to the Divine, personal growth comes from 

pushing ourselves into discomfort and beyond, and it is OK to 

be silly - it might even lead to holiness. 

 
 

Bet Mishpachah Book Group Thriving During 
Pandemic 
 
by Nathaniel Deutsch 
 

Under the joint leader-

ship of Eva Freund and 

Art Leabman, Bet 

Mishpachah’s long-

running Book Group 

has thrived during the 

shutdown, with more 

members joining our 

discussions.  The Book 

Group meets approxi-

mately every other month and alternates between fiction and 

nonfiction books, voted on by those on the email list.  The 

criterion for books is that they have either an LGBTQ theme, 

or a Jewish theme, or both.  We choose books of modest 

length, to ensure everyone has a chance to read them, and 

books that are readily available in a variety of formats, rang-

ing from library access to Kindle to hard or soft cover.  Be-

fore the pandemic, we would begin gatherings with a potluck 

diary or vegetarian dinner and then proceed to the discus-

sion.  During the pandemic, we have met via Zoom. 

In the recent past, choices have focused on historical fiction 

in Jewish settings as diverse as Europe in 1000 C.E., Sweden 

during World War II, and St. Thomas, Virgin Islands, during 

the Danish colonial era.  We have also spotlighted the      

vibrant modern Israeli fiction scene with authors such as 

Amos Oz, Ayelet Gundar-Goshen, and many others.  Non-

fiction choices have featured modern Bible archaeology and 

interpretation (books on Genesis, Exodus, King David, and 

Talmudic tales), analyses of current Israeli politics, natural 

resources, and society, and historical topics ranging from 

world anti-Semitism to a same-sex marriage of two women 

in colonial America. 

One of the great features of the book group is that there’s 

nothing to “join.”  As a part of your membership, all Bet 

Mishpachah members are welcome to join any discussion.  

Meetings are advertised in the weekly “This Week and Be-

yond” email newsletter. The unexpected benefit of holding 

discussions on Zoom has been that participation has expand-

ed, as it’s easy to join in on Zoom. 

To be added to the email list, suggest books, or to get the 
Zoom coordinates for any given meeting, feel free to email 
bookgroup@betmish.org.  We look forward to seeing you! 

mailto:bookgroup@betmish.org
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A D’rash from the Past—6/26/2020 
By Eryca Kasse 
 

 This week’s Torah Portion Korach needs a con-
tent warning. Korach, a Levite and cousin of Mo-
ses, leads a rebellion of 250 people against Moses 
and Aaron, viewing them as having too much pow-
er that should be shared, Moses’ leadership and  
Aaron receiving the High Priesthood. Moses offers 
a test in the form of incense offerings to prove wor-
thiness for the High Priesthood. He then backtracks 
and tries to ease the rebellion’s anger and convince 
them not to participate in the incense test, to no 
avail. Moses begs G-d not to accept the rebellion’s 
incense offerings at the Tabernacle. G-d is angry, 
Korach and his family are swallowed into the earth, 
with some translations saying they were “buried 
alive.” The group of 250 die by a fire. G-d sends a 
plague, but Aaron stops it with an incense offering. 
 For me personally, that does not sound like any 
god of mine. But that’s another d’rash. It does 
bring up the question for me of, does the punish-
ment fit the crime, and was there even a crime? 
Critical questions abound today in the context of 
nationwide protests of police murders of Black 
Lives and a desperate need to completely restruc-
ture policing.  
 My co-leader, Paula, shared with me a perspec-
tive on Korach that she found when reading up on 
this week’s portion, that Korach presented himself 
as a man of the people, seeking equality of shared 
power among all, but in reality he just wanted the 
power for himself. In the context of Black Lives 
Matter, this brings up the phenomenon on social 
media and in the community referred to as 
“performative activism.” White people posting arti-
cles, placing a Black Lives Matter poster as one’s 
profile picture, but not doing any of the deeper 
work. As a white woman who perceives myself to 
be an ally to Black Lives, I must continually inves-
tigate any of my own Korach tendencies within. 
Asking myself hard questions, where am I engag-
ing from a place of authenticity, where am I engag-
ing from a place of wanting to look good, to be 
seen as one of the “good white people.” It reminds 
me of the wave of wearing safety pins a few years 
ago to symbolize being an ally to immigrants 
against 45’s xenophobia and racism. There was a 
lot of feedback from immigrants asking the ques-
tion: If an immigrant saw you on the street wearing 
a safety pin and approached you asking for help, 
would you know how to respond? Do you actually 
have the capacity to be an active ally? 

 Towards the end of the portion it speaks of how the 
firepans for incense offerings that were used by Korach 
and the rebellion group who were ultimately killed, were 
hammered into the plating for the sacrifice altar. In the 
moving words of Rabbi Shefa Gold, “Gathered from the 
charred remains of confrontation, the firepans had be-
come holy. Searching through the rubble of my own re-
bellions, I find that a great deal of my arrogance has 
been burned up in the fires of experience, but there in 
the ruins I also find treasures: my passion for truth, my 
holy questions.” 
 May we all find the treasures of truth through our 
holy questions born out of our own fires.  
 
Shabbat Shalom   

Shavuot 
 
Shavuot, which we celebrate 
on the 6th and 7th of Sivan, be-
gins this year at sundown on 
May 16th. The holiday is 
known in English as the Feast 
of Weeks, as it falls seven 
weeks after the first seder. 
Shavuot has also been known 
as Pentecost, from the Greek meaning 50 days, again referring 
to the time from the first seder. 
 
Shavuot is one of the three festivals for which the Torah com-
manded the Israelites to make pilgrimages to the Holy Temple 
in Jerusalem to offer sacrifice. The other two holidays are 
Passover and Sukkot. Indeed, the Torah mentions Shavuot 
only in connection with the first harvest of both wheat and 
fruits, and, unlike most other holidays, does not command any 
observance specific to Shavuot itself. This is surprising as we 
celebrate Shavuot primarily to commemorate G-d’s giving us 
the Torah at Mount Sinai. When G-d gave Israel the Torah, 
this was when G-d and Israel established their eternal cove-
nantal relationship. In this regard, it is a fundamental belief 
that every Jew, past, present and future, was present at Mount 
Sinai to receive the Torah. So, we celebrate the giving of the 
Torah at that time, but not our receiving it, because every one 
of us continues to receive the Torah every day. 
 
We have a number of customs in observing Shavuot. Among 
them: It is traditional to engage in Torah study, particularly 
overnight after the first evening service until the following 
morning service and we have special readings at the services, 
including the Book of Ruth. 
 
And, finally, we eat dairy foods. So enjoy some cheesecake 
and/or blintzes, and, if you are so inclined, reflect on the    
moment when G-d gave the Torah and you were there. 
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     Thank You to Our April Service Leaders  
 

Friday, April 2: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and  
                          Vinny Prell 
Friday, April 9: Louis Blank and Robyn Helzner 
Saturday, April 10: Scott Reiter 
Friday, April 16: Paula Morris and Elke Martin 
Friday, April 23: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Saturday, April 24: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, April 30: Larry Neff 
 
 

Amazon Smile 
Amazon Smile was created by Amazon as a way for 
those who shop on Amazon to give to their favorite 
charity. Bet Mishpachah is now enrolled in Amazon 
Smile. You can shop and have .5% of what you buy 
come to your favorite synagogue.  Amazon Smile is the 
same Amazon you know – but now a 
part of your purchase price is donated 
to Bet Mishpachah. 
 
To enroll, visit Amazon Smile.  Enter 
your user name and password as you 
would normally do.  At the next 
screen, “Start Picking Your Charity,” 
enter Bet Mishpachah, hit “select,” click “Yes, I 
understand that I must always start at smile.amazon.com 
to support Bet Mishpachah,” so START SHOPPING and 
support Bet Mishpachah with every purchase. 

Mazal Tov to  

Jocelyn Kaplan and her wife, Idalie Adams, who      

were featured in an article in their local (Florida) 
Hadassah newsletter. 

Welcome to our Newest Members: 
  

Craig Benson 
David Cohen 

 

We look forward to Our May Service Leaders  
 
Friday, May 7: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Saturday, May 8: Jeff Burka and Marc Bernstein 
Friday, May 14: Scott Reiter and Rabbi Ben Shalva 
Friday, May 21: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Saturday, May 22: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, May 28: Allan Armus 
 
 

May Anniversaries 
 

Thomas Sachs and William Moses  
Fran Sneider and Beth Cohen 

Jeffrey Kahn and Tony Alverno  
David Vos and Scott Reiter 

Margy Kohn and Myrna Chasanow  
Jeffrey Berns and Richard Bennett  

Susan Silber and June Peters  
Andres Doernberg and Michael Lavers  

Maxine Klane and Elaine Raksis 
Joel Berelson and Charles Maples 

May Birthdays  
 

Ed Knight 
Isaac Belfer 
Alan Carb 

Nathaniel Deutsch 
Bruce Horowitz 

Jeffrey Kahn 
Reginald McBee 
Robert Margrave 

Ruth Potts 
Judith Retchin 

Avi Silber 
David Sobelsohn 
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Donations 
 We appreciate the generosity of our members and 
friends, and recognize them for their support. 
Contributions may be made at any time during the year. 
To make a contribution, send a check payable to Bet 
Mishpachah, and mail to Bet Mishpachah P.O. Box 
1410, Washington, D.C. 20013 or visit our website at 
betmish.org/donate. 
 

February, March and April Donations  
 

Queen Esther Fund 
Douglas Auerbach 
Barbara Becker & Jutta Brettschneider 
Kasey Bigsby & Evan Zukerman 
Alex Carter 
Eva Freund & Elke Martin 
Barry Friedman 
Mindy Gasthalter 
Mike Goldstein 
Bruce Horowitz 
JonRobert Johnson 
Davi LaBarre 
Joseph Pomper 
Brian Parks 
Warren Snaider 
Al Munzer & Joel Wind 
Ruth Potts 
Scott Reiter & David Vos 
Rod Ross 
Rachel Wolkowitz 
Noah Wofsy 
 

Non-members: 
Norah Weisz 
Michael Vazquez 
Eric Goldberg 
Charles Gosse 
Jonathan Garon 
Carolyn Karbel 
Matthew Keitelman 
Elizabeth Kessler 
Natalie Krachman 
Carol Lev 
Joseph Levin-Manning 
Sandra Marks 
Sarah McIntyre 
Delia Rogers 
Tanya Dhein 
Christina Cuomo Diver 
Jonathan Edelman 
 

Year End Appeal 
Ruth Potts 
Isaac and Leah Potts Foundation  

Woldman Oneg and Kiddush Fund 
Alex Carter, in honor of Installation Shabbat 
Murray Woldman, in memory of his beloved twin  
 brother, Joel 
 

Richard Krampf Social Action Fund 
Eva Freund & Elke Martin, in memory of Elke’s Oma 
 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Diane Liff & Georgia Korn, in memory of Rose Rosenfeld 
 

Mark Goldfarb Memorial Accessibility Fund 
Devra Floyd 
Rod Ross in honor of Devra Floyd 
Rod Ross in honor of Jeff Burka 
 

Operating Fund 
Deb Hyman and Paula Morris  
Charles Stewart 
JonRobert Johnson 
Kasey Bigsby & Evan Zukerman 
Diane Liff & Georgia Korn, in honor of the new Board 
Diane Liff & Georgia Korn, in memory of Sylvia Liff  
 & Edna Korn 
Rachel Wolkowitz, in memory of Jamel Brown 
Rachel Wolkowitz, in memory of Dr. Steven Allen 
Keith Cohen, in memory of Maxwell Cohen 
Keith Cohen, in memory of his beloved mother 
Barry Friedman, in memory of his dear friend,  
  Lesley Stern 
Barry Friedman, in memory of Neil Marcus 
Barry Friedman, in memory of his uncle, Ben Mendelson 
Davi LaBarre, in memory of Rhona LaBarre 
Mindy Gasthalter, in memory of Sidney Kaplan 
Sandor & Florence Bernstein, in honor of Marc Bernstein 
  & Jeff Burka for their excellent leadership 

Be A Benefactor for Our New Machzor 
 

With great pride and joy, this summer our congregational family will publish an up-
dated hard-cover edition of our own unique machzor: Chadeish Yamèinu, Renew 
our Days. This hard-cover edition of our innovative, egalitarian, and LGBTQ-
affirming prayerbook for the High Holy Days has been lovingly prepared and edited 
by our Liturgy Committee under the outstanding long-time leadership of congregant 
Scott Reiter.   
 
Not only can you be inscribed in the Book of Life, 
but you can also be inscribed on the benefactor 
page in our new machzor.  All Benefactors who 
contribute $500 will receive a copy of 
the machzor plus a complementary, personalized 
Book Plate. Donations must be received by May 
31st  for printing.     
 
Please see our website for more information. 

http://betmish.org/donate
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Member Yartzeits 
 
Announced Friday, April 30 (Yartzeits observed April 30 – May 6; 18 - 24 Iyar) 
Alan Elderberg, Friend for 50 years of Mark Levine                        April 30 
Ava Sebastian, Sister of Denise Leish                                           April 30   
Channah and Yehoshua Wind, Grandparents of Joel Wind        April 30  (Iyar 18) 
Herman Wind, Uncle of Joel Wind                                                April 30  (Iyar 18) 
Hilda H. Lehman, Maternal Grandmother of Michael Aaron Hoffman  May  1 (Iyar 19) 
Helen Weinstein, Aunt of Stuart Sotsky          May  1 (Iyar 19) 
Alan Radack, father of James Radack          May  1  
Jaqueline Kalapinsky, Aunt of Alan Carb         May 1 
Mildred Spatz Shubs, Aunt of Carl Spatz         May 2 (Iyar 20) 
Michael Garcia, Friend of Howard Stark          May 2 
Natalie Goodman Bachman, mother of David Bachman      May 3 (Iyar 21) 
Anne Magid Londoner, Aunt of Carl Spatz         May 4 (Iyar 22) 
Leona Cason, Great aunt of Patricia Carlton         May 4 
Thelma Louis Brown, Aunt of LySandra Brady        May 4  
Nathan Hyman, Father of Batya Hyman          May 4 
Ellen Cenzer, Aunt of Michael Singer          May 4  
Thelma K. Menaker, Mother of Howard Menaker       May 6 (Iyar 24) 
George Kingsley, Uncle of Seymour Stern         May 6  
Joel Woldman, member of Bet Mishpachah and beloved twin Brother of Murray Woldman May 6 
 
Announced Friday and Saturday, May 7 and 8 (Yartzeits observed May 7 - 13; 25 Iyar – 2 Sivan) 
Miryam Rivka Szachter, Grandmother of Ruth Eisenberg     May 8  
Harold Saffer, Grandfather of Alicia Saffer         May 9  
Alex Armus, Father of Allan Armus           May 10 (Iyar 28) 
Sigmund & Gisella Redlich, Maternal grandparents of Bruce Horowitz  May 10 (Iyar 28) 
Max Youngman, Grandfather of Joel Wind         May 11 (Iyar 29) 
Cynthia Sachs, Mother of Tom Sachs          May 11  
David Cobden, step-Grandfather of Jeffrey Berns       May 12 (Sivan 1) 
Gisele Munzer, Mother of Al Munzer          May 13 (Sivan 2) 
Sidney Spindel, Uncle of Carol Stern          May 13 (Sivan 2) 
Sarah Sheinbein, Mother of Israel Sheinbein         May 13  
Adrienne Carter, Sister and Sister-in-law of Alex Carter and Ruth Potts   May 13 
 
Announced Friday, May 14 (Yartzeits observed May 14 – 20; 3 – 9 Sivan) 
Isaac M. Casel, Great-uncle of Larry Neff         May 14  
Magnus Hirshfeld, Historical Figure           May 14 
Sam Blank, Grandfather of Louis Blank          May 15  
Polly Less, Mother of Martin Less           May 16 (Sivan 5) 
Yvette Frances Frank, Sister of Steven Frank        May 16  
Celeste Hanline Cohan, Mother of Joanna Cohan Scherer     May 17  
Harry Karron, Grandfather of David Fox          May 18 (Sivan 7) 
Abraham Stern, Grandfather of Al Stern          May 18 (Sivan 7) 
Feiga Stern, Grandmother of Al Stern          May 18 (Sivan 7) 
Jack Hillelsohn, Husband of Charlie Stewart         May 18 
Belle Hollis, Mother of Robert Hollis          May 19 
Justin Kramer, Father of Deborah Kramer         May 20 
Henry James, Uncle of Barry Friedman          May 20 
 
Announced Friday and Saturday, May 21 and 22 (Yartzeits observed May 21 – 27; 10 – 16 Sivan) 
Zoia Avram Umansky, Sister-in-law of Morris Umansky      May 21  
Bernard Leish, Father of Denise Leish          May 22 (Sivan 11) 
Evelyn Rosenblatt Goldfarb, Mother-in-law of Allan Armus     May 22 
Leon Kasarsky, Father of Andi Kasarsky         May 22 
Leonard Hecht Cohan, Father of Joanna Cohan Scherer      May 22  
Fred Burka, Grandfather of Jeff Burka          May 23 (Sivan 12) 
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Announced Friday and Saturday, May 21 and 22 (Yartzeits observed May 21 – 27; 10 – 16 Sivan) 
Celia Lewin, Aunt of Larry Neff            May 23 
Geoffrey MacLellan, dear Friend of Louis Blank        May 24  
Katherine Kane, Friend of Elke Martin          May 25  
Rev. Wendell R. Johnson, Father of JonRobert Johnson      May 25  
Herta Snaider, Aunt of Warren Snaider          May 26 (Sivan 15) 
Leah Lev, Aunt of Larry Neff            May 26  
Paul Caine, Grandfather of Rachel Wolkowitz        May 27 (Sivan 16) 
Paul Neff, Uncle of Larry Neff            May 27  
Jerry Moore, Friend of Catherine Tarabochia         May 27  
Winnie Siegel, dear Friend of Diane Liff and Georgia Korn     May 27  
 
Announced Friday, May 28 (Yartzeits observed May 28 – 31; 17 – 20 Sivan) 
Samuel Groman, Father of Hazel Groman         May 28 (Sivan 17) 
Morris Milgram, Father of Betty Milgram         May 28 (Sivan 17) 
Anna Cela Greenberg, Niece of Eileen Greenberg       May 28  
Albert Jaco, Grandfather of Tom Sachs          May 28  
David Sikowitz, Grandfather of Judith Retchin        May 29 
Henrietta Isom, Grandmother of LySandra Brady       May 30  
Namon Johnson, Sr., Father of LySandra Brady        May 30 
Phil Rosenbloom, Grandfather of Jeff Burka         May 31 (Sivan 20) 
William V. Greenberg, Father of Eileen Greenberg       May 31 

Member Yartzeits (Continued from page 7) 

We know that these continue to be challenging times for us in many ways. If any member is in need of help getting 
food and supplies, needs advice for a particular situation, or would like to have someone to talk with, please     

contact Paula at: 
programmingdirector@betmish.org.  

mailto:programmingdirector@betmish.org
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Shabbat Services  
While the Edlavitch JCC building is closed for the 
pandemic, all Bet Mishpachah Shabbat services will be 
held virtually by Zoom.  Please check our website for 
details on connecting or our weekly electronic 
newsletter, “This Week and Beyond.” 
 
Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at  
8:00 pm, followed by a virtual Oneg Shabbat social 
hour, and on the second and fourth Saturday of every 
month at 10:00 am.  Saturday morning services include 
a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion (in lieu 
of a sermon) and a virtual Kiddush lunch. 
 
Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is 
available by sending an email request  
to sign@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks 
notice.  
 
Any changes to our regular Shabbat service 
schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted 
on our website (www.betmish.org) and will be included 
in our weekly email broadcast  
 
To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date, 
and number of expected attendees 
to administrator@betmish.org 
 
Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations  
Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:   
* World Congress of GLBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah 
* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington 
* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater   
   Washington 
* Network of Independent Jewish Communities 
and Havurot 
 
Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff 
Coordinator — Liat Novek  
Design/Layout — Liat Novek  
Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch 
and Elke Martin  
Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter 
Secretary — Erica Gloger  
Communications Chair — Mike Goldstein 
 
Donations 
To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to 
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C. 
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page 
on our web site, www.betmish.org 

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter 
Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is 
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, 
Washington, D.C., 20013. The newsletter is sent to 
members and posted on our website. Articles, columns and 
content should be submitted by the 10th of the month prior 
to publication.  Email them to administrator@betmish.org  
 

Weekly Email Broadcast 
The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast, This 
Week and Beyond, which contains late-breaking 
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well as 
other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner 
organizations.  To receive our weekly email broadcasts, 
send an email to administrator@betmish.org  
 

Congregational Website 
Be sure to check out our website at www.betmish.org with 
information about our congregation’s current and upcoming 
programs, our rabbi, and our history, as well as links to 
other websites of interest. 
 
Reprints.  Information in any of our publications may be 
reprinted without permission, but acknowledgment of the 
source is required.  
 
Communications Policy.  For questions about our editorial 
or advertising policies, send an email 
to secretary@betmish.org 
 

Membership 
To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a 
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org  
Reduced membership is available for students, young 
people, new members, and those who live outside the DC 
metro area.   
 
Address, Phone, and Email Updates 
Send your name and old and new information 
to membershipdirector@betmish.org 
 

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You 
Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim — visiting 
the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim Committee, rabbi, 
or president when you or a relative is hospitalized. We can 
stay informed ONLY if we receive the information. Please 
email us at BikurCholim@betmish.org. 
 

Death Notices, Bereavement Services 
If you are in need of bereavement services or to announce a 
death in your family, email bereavement@betmish.org. 
 
 

mailto:sign@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:administrator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:administrtator@betmish.org
mailto:administrtator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:secretary@betmish.org
mailto:MembershipDirector@betmish.org
mailto:membershipdirector@betmish.org
mailto:BikurCholim@betmish.org
mailto:bereavement@betmish.org
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DIRECTORY 
 

RABBIS 
 
Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin  ...................................  .............................  rabbi@betmish.org  
Rabbi Bob Saks, Emeritus  ................................  301/864-1240  ......  rabbibobs@aol.com  
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES 
 
President:  Mindy Gasthalter  .............................  .............................  president@betmish.org  

Rabbinic Liaison Committee:  Al Munzer .........  .............................  rlc@betmish.org  
 

Treasurer:  Douglas Auerbach  ..........................  .............................  treasurer@betmish.org 
 
Secretary:  Erica Gloger  ....................................  .............................  secretary@betmish.org  

Communication Committee:  Mike Goldstein  ..  .............................  communications@betmish.org 
    
Director of Religious Affairs: Mitchell Haymes  ...  .............................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  

Choir (Tach’shitim): Michael Resnick  .............  .............................  choirdirector@betmish.org 
High Holy Days: Paula Morris and Joseph Pomper  ......................  hhd@betmish.org 
Liturgy Committee:  Scott Reiter .....................  .............................  liturgy@betmish.org  
Religious Affairs Committee: Mitchell Haymes  .............................  religiousaffairs@betmish.org  
 

Director of Membership:  Deb Hyman ................  .............................  membershipdirector@betmish.org  
   Strategic Planning Task Force: Deb Hyman 
 
Director of Operations: Rod Ross  ..................... …………………….. operationsdirector@betmish.org  

Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator:   ...........................  .............................  oneg@betmish.org  
Hospitality Chairperson: Nathaniel Deutsch ....  .............................  hospitality@betmish.org   
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator:  Devra Floyd  ..................  sign@betmish.org  

 
Director of Programming: Paula Morris  .............  .............................  programmingdirector@betmish.org  

Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman  ..............  .............................  bookgroup@betmish.org  
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn .....................  .............................  education@betmish.org  

 
Director of Community Affairs: Brian Parks ........  .............................  communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
 
Jewish Community Relations Council representative: Stuart Sotsky 
 
Director of Congregational Affairs: Bruce Horowitz  .........................  congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org 

Bereavement Support: Rod Ross ………………………………….. .  bereavement@betmish.org  
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Letitia Gómez  .............................  bikurcholim@betmish.org  
Cemetery Committee: Allan Armus .................  .............................  cemetery@betmish.org 
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund  ..........  .............................  novachavura@betmish.org  
Social Justice: James Radack ......................... ……………….……..social-action@betmish.org  

 
STAFF 

Congregational Administrator:  Liat Novek………………….. ............  administrator@betmish.org 
Congregational Bookkeeper:    Elke Martin 


