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Washington DC’s Egalitarian Synagogue Embracing a Diversity of Sexual and Gender Identities 

President’s Message 
By Mindy Gasthalter 

 
 I am midway through my second year as President.  For 
those of you who don’t remember, I agreed to finish David 
Schwarz’s second year as President from 2020 – 2021, and 
then agreed to continue to serve one more year, and that 
term will expire on January 31, 2022.  The new board year 
starts on February 1, 2022.  Having said that, we will need to 
find someone to finish the second year of my term as I did 
for David Schwarz.   
 Being President requires mostly organizational and 
leadership skills more than Jewish knowledge.  I remember 
in 1999 before agreeing to serve as President, I was worried 
that I didn’t know enough about Judaism to take on the role, 
but people assured me that there would be resources to help 
fill in the gaps of what I didn’t know – or needed to know 
and didn’t – such as the VP Religious Affairs and the Rabbi; 
and they were right.  As President, you are the face of the 
congregation and will lead the organization on its path 
forward.  The job has been very rewarding, both when I 
served for two years in 1999 and again this time around, and 
it’s been a mitzva to serve an organization that I have been 
committed to for 25 years. 

Continued on page 7 

By Joel Wind, Archivist 

Continuing our look back at Bet Mishpachah’s history, I pre-
sent years 2000 – 2003. 
 
2000:  In January, the Mark Goldfarb Benefit Concert with 
John Kaboff and Alfred Clark Jr. raised over $5,000.  In Feb-
ruary, the board voted to give Tz’daka to Kulanu, LLEGO 
(Latino Organization) and the Lesbian Services of the Whitman
-Walker Clinic.  Bet Mishpachah engaged Rabbi Leila Gal 
Berner as a part-time rabbi for 12 months and voted to adopt a 
Triennial Torah calendar in March.  An art auction in April 
netted over $2,500 for the Rabbi Berner Fund.  In June, we 
celebrated Capital Pride, and the Maryland Chavura heard an 
evening of Sephardic Music.  The 16th World Conference of 
GLBT Jews took place in Woodcliff, NJ in July.  In Septem-
ber, the new High Holy Day Torah scroll mantles were dedi-
cated at Slichot Services.  October saw a Women of Torah 
Class, and Allan Armus received the Harvey Milk Chesed 
Award in November.  Milton Stern was elected President in 
December. 
 
2001:  In February, Rabbi Saks was honored by PFLAG, and 
Rabbi Berner’s contract was renewed.  In March, Tz’daka  was 
approved for SMYAL, and the Holocaust Memorial Museum; 
Tawdry McNair was crowned Ms. Esther 2001.  April offered 
Theater Night, My Left Breast, at Theater J.  The congrega-
tion’s new tagline was approved: Washington, DC’s Egalitari-
an Synagogue Embracing a Diversity of Sexual and Gender 
Identities in May.  Capital Pride took place in June.  Rabbi 
Saks’ contract was renewed in August, and in September, a 
new Mishpachah Matters format was rolled out.  October was 
a busy month: Saturday morning services were expanded to the 
2nd and 4th Saturday; David Horowitz received the Harvey Milk 
Chesed Award at Family and Friends Service; and Avi Benja-
min Naperstock Silber became a Bar Mitzva.  Milton Stern re-
mained as President in December. 
 
2002:  In February, a Shabbaton took place.  Tz’daka was giv-
en to the Whitman-Walker Clinic and the American Magen 
David Adom in March.  Volunteer Recognition Shabbat Ser-
vice was held in April.  In May, Scott Reiter received the First 
Annual Dace Stone Volunteer of the Year award, and Bet 
Mishpachah  agreed to allow the DC Minyan to use the Ark 
and Torah Scrolls for their Saturday Morning services.  Naomi 
Rose Flegel-Farmer received her name at Shabbat Service in 

June and a new Mishpachah Matters layout was rolled out in 
July.  In August, the Elul Project took place, and the High 
Holy Days were observed in September.  October saw an 
Introduction to Jewish History Course and Barrett Brick was 
awarded the Harvey Milk Chesed Award at Family and 
Friends Shabbat in November.  Becca Gould was elected 
President in December and the Bet Mishpachah AIDS Quilt 
Panel was dedicated. 
 
2003:  In February, a Lecture and Private Tour of Nazi Per-
secution of Homosexuals 1933-1945 took place at the Holo-
caust Museum.  The FUN-Raiser in March raised over 
$5,000.  In April, the 2nd Annual Dace Stone Volunteer was 
presented to Jocelyn Kaplan.  In May, several congregants 
saw The Mad Dancers at Theater J.  Capital Pride took place 
in July and in August, the congregation selected Hakarat 
Hatov, being gratefully aware of the good in our lives, as the 
Value for the Year.  A new format for Mishpachah Matters 
was rolled out in September.  The board in October ap-
proved a request to support same-sex marriage and legal pro-
tection for couples on condition that the marriage does not 
occur on Shabbat.  Milton Stern was elected President at the 
Annual Meeting in December. 
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Thinking of membership at Bet 
Mishpachah? 
 

Membership is an opportunity to 
develop friendships, learn, become 
involved in your heritage, and 
support the only LGBTQ synagogue 
in the Washington, DC area.   
To join Bet Mishpachah is easy; just 
visit www.betmish.org today.   
 
Questions, e-mail 
membershipdirector@betmish.org  

 Return to the Home of Your Soul 

 

High Holy Days Begin with S’lichot Service Saturday,  
August 28, 8:00 pm 

 
The High Holy Days are approaching. Some of us may have begun a con-
centrated look at ourselves, a chesbon ha-nefesh, with the onset of Elul. 
How has the year gone? What did we do well, and what could we have 
done differently? What would we like to forget, but perhaps could use to 
learn from? 
 
S’lichot is where our personal preparations for the High Holy Days begin 
to intensify. Traditionally, from the beginning of the S’lichot service until 
Rosh ha-Shana, prayers of forgiveness, s’lichot, are recited every morn-
ing.  
 
Our S’lichot service focuses on personal forgiveness. As we think about 
those people from whom we must ask forgiveness, and those whom we 
could forgive, the first person on our list should be ourselves. The first 
step in our preparation for asking G-d’s forgiveness is to forgive our-
selves -- for not being perfect, for having failed, for being human. 
 
Traditionally, s’lichot is held at midnight, the moment Sunday begins fol-
lowing the last Shabbat before Rosh ha-Shana. Like many progressive 
communities, Bet Mishpachah offers the service earlier in the evening to 
make it more accessible. 
 
Please join us for prayer and introspection via Zoom.  Meeting ID will be 
posted in the weekly electronic newsletter and our website. 

Join our next Book Group Meeting  

Sunday, August 8th at 4:30 pm 

The Bet Mishpachah Book Group will discuss A 
Passion for Truth by Dr. Abraham Joshua Heschel.  
The book presents a surprising parallel study of two 
figures, the Hasidic tzaddik Reb Menachem Mendl 
of Kotzk (1787-1859, known as the Kotzker Rebbe), 
and the Christian mystic and father of existentialism, 
Danish theologian Soren Kierkegaard (1813-
1855).  Both were extremists, radicals who in the 
eyes of most  people went too far in their views and 
their demands.   
 
Abraham Joshua Heschel (1907-72), one of the foremost Jewish minds of 
the twentieth century, was internationally known as a scholar, author, activ-
ist, and theologian.  The book is available in Kindle, hardcover and paper-
back.  As always, all Bet Mish members are welcome to join the discus-
sion!  Please email bookgroup@betmish.org for the Zoom meeting number. 
 

http://www.betmish.org
mailto:membershipdirector@betmish.org
mailto:bookgroup@betmish
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        The High Holy Days this year are full of even more ex-
citement than usual.  We will be coming back together to have 
in-person services at the EDCJCC Cafritz Hall.  In addition, 
those who are unable to join us in person will have the option 
of participating in the services via live stream.  Whether you 
are with us in person or virtually, we hope that all who attend 
our services will find the same warmth, spirit of introspection, 
renewal, and celebration that have been part of our tradition 
for over 46 years.   
 As many of us come back together after being apart for so 
long, we rejoice in the sense of community and togetherness 
that we wish to feel over the course of our High Holy Day 
season.  We also find a sense of newness and joy in our new 
machzor - Chadeish Yameinu.  Familiar and new prayers, 
readings, and meditations blend together to lift up our prayers 
and focus our thoughts on the essential themes of this time of 
year.  With language and prayers that speak specifically to our 
community, we put into practice the words of Rav Kook, “the 
old will be made new, and the new will be made holy.”  
 In addition to T’shuva, T’fila, and Tz’daka (Repentance, 
Prayer, and Justice), this year we are also focusing on Surviv-
al, Adaptability, and Hopefulness.  We prepare during the 
month of Elul, which begins on the evening of August 8th.  At 
Erev Shabbat services…. 
 On August 13, we Awake in Gratitude for our Survival. 
 On August 20, we Seek Ways to Adapt. 
 On August 27, we Open Our Hearts to Whatever Will Be. 
 On September 3, we Enter the New Year with Hopeful-

ness. 
  
   On Rosh ha-Shana evening, we celebrate the birthday of the 
world. 
   On Rosh ha-Shana morning, we find inspiration in the    
journeys of our ancestors as we recall the formation of our 
people. 
   On Kol Nidrei, we look deeply into our souls. 
   On Yom Kippur, we find spiritual cleansing and open our 
hearts to the future. 

 
Service Schedule 

All services will be in-person and also live streamed.  All in-
person services, except for Tashlich, will held at the EDCJCC 
Cafritz Hall.   
 Saturday, August 28th, S’lichot, 8:00 pm (all virtual) 
 Monday, September 6th, Erev Rosh ha-Shana 1, 8:00 pm. 
 Tuesday, September 7th, Rosh ha-Shana Morning 1, 10:00 

am  
 Tuesday, September 7th, Tashlich Service, 3:00 pm:  at 

the P Street Beach (P Street and 23rd St NW). 
 Tuesday, September 7th, Erev Rosh ha-Shana 2, 8:00 pm:   
 Wednesday, September 8th, Rosh ha-Shana Morning 2, 

10:00 am 
 Friday, September 10th, Erev Shabbat Shuva and Mizmor 

Shabbat, 8:00 pm 

 Saturday, September 11th, Shabbat Shuva Morning Service, 
10:00 am 

 Wednesday, September 15th, Kol Nidrei, 7:00 pm   
 Thursday, September 16th, Yom Kippur Morning Service,  
              10:00 am   
 Thursday, September 16th, Martyrology/Yizkor Service,                 
              12:30 pm 
 Thursday, September 16th, Rabbi’s Study Session, 3:00 pm  
 Thursday, September 16th, 5:00 pm, Mincha Service 
 Thursday, September 16th,  N’ila/Havdala, 6:00 pm 
 
In addition to registering on Eventbrite for each in-person service, 
anyone attending any service at the EDCJCC must complete and 
electronically sign the EDCJCC Liability Waiver online.  You need 
only do this one time. 
 

Bet Mishpachah Member Registration 
Registration For In-Person Services 
 Seating is limited.  Members must register on Eventbrite for 
each in-person service on the list below that they wish to attend.  
By registering, members will certify their full vaccination status.   
 Member-only priority registration will open on Eventbrite on 
July 21st, and continue through August 17th.  After this date, registra-
tion will be open to everyone on a space-available basis, satrting on 
August 21st through September 3rd.  All registrants will receive an 
Eventbrite ticket for each service.  Please print the ticket(s), or save 
to your mobile device, and bring it (them) for entry to services.   
Members are encouraged to register their guests as soon as the 
non-member registration window opens on August 21st.   
 
Registration Links for Member In-Person Services 
 Eventbrite registration links for members have been provided 
separately to members via email.   
 Members do not need to register for live streamed services.  
They will automatically receive via email the zoom links for any and 
all services they will not attend in person.   
 

Non-Member Registration 
Registration For In-Person Services 
 Non-members, including the guests of members, are cordially 
invited to attend in-person services based on available seating capac-
ity once member-only registration closes.  Registration for non-
members will open on Saturday, August 21st.  The links will be pub-
lic and searchable on Eventbrite.  Non-members must register in-
dividually and may not bring an unregistered guest.  By regis-
tering, non-members are certifying their full vaccination status.   
Specific instructions for non-member registration on Eventbrite will 
be provided on our website and our weekly email by August 19th. 
 Bet Mishpachah asks that non-members consider a $54.00 dona-
tion per service when registering, to help defray the significant cost 
of the services. Registration for all in-person services will close 
on September 3rd. 
 
 

https://waiver.smartwaiver.com/w/5efa4f456d9b5/web/
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 Elul—Getting Ready for the High Holy Days 

 
The month of Elul is the month immediately before Rosh ha-Shana 
and the High Holy Days.  This year, it begins on the evening of 
August 7 and ends on September 6.   
 
Elul, אלול (aleph lamed vav lamed) is said to be an acronym for the 
verse from Song of Songs (Shir ha-Shirim), Ani L’dodi V’dodi Li:  I 
am my beloved’s and my beloved is mine.  While on its face, a song 
of human lovers, the Song of Songs is also regarded as an allegory for the love between ourselves and the Divine.   
 
How amazing that the Force that created us and sustains us is motivated by love.  And as we emerge from a year of 
difficulty caused by the pandemic, we should return this love, both to G-d and to all of Creation. 
 
Each week of Elul will feature a theme for our Erev Shabbat service.  The first word is the same we used for the past 
two years as a general focal point for each week.  The rest of each phrase reflects the themes we will be looking at 
during the Yamim Nora’im which after the past difficult year, are truly Days of Awe.  Each week has a list of special 
readings and songs that you might wish to look at before Shabbat to focus your prayers.   
 
Awakening in Gratitude for our Survival – Aug. 13 and 14 
The first Shabbat of Elul is a time of awakening ourselves to the reality of this often unacknowledged or unappreci-
ated flow of love as we emerge from more than a year of hardship, privation, and isolation due to the pandemic.  
This year, we awaken in gratitude for survival, for life, with the sense that things are opening up and a feeling that 
all things are again possible, while at the same time, thinking about those of our friends and relatives who continue 
to face health challenges.  We look inside ourselves, examine where we have been in the last year, and begin the 
process of turning and redirecting.  We are seeing things and people that we have not seen in over a year, and as we 
come together as a community, we continue to draw strength from the synagogue, as we did during the difficult 
times last year. 
 
Seeking Ways to Adapt – Aug. 20 
The second Shabbat of Elul, we intensify our efforts in identifying error and seeking to change them.  This year, we 
find ourselves having again to adapt to a new reality and unlearn the habits of the past year as we emerge from our 
COVID-enforced hibernation.  We also give thought to those of our friends and relatives who are seeking ways to 
face continuing health challenges.  There is a sense of change, of freedom, and of risk.  We ask for divine compas-
sion and the focus to purify our hearts and actions as we move forward.   
 
Opening Our Hearts to Whatever Will Be – Aug. 27 and 28 
The third Shabbat, we hope to be able to open our hearts and to find the divine gift of courage to face whatever new 
challenges may come our way, particularly those continuing to face health challenges.  We look at the world afresh 
and ask G-d to turn us, hashivèinu, and restore to us a renewed sense of the power that flows from the Source of 
love.   
  
Entering the New Year with Hopefulness – Sept. 3 
As, the fourth Shabbat arrives, we are a week away from Rosh ha-Shana, on the threshold of the new year.  We pre-
pare ourselves to enter the year with hope, tikva.  We look at familiar things with a new appreciation after the past 
year of enforced separation and isolation.  With the future as of yet uncharted, we seek to chadeish yameinu, renew 
our days, not with the intention of going back to what was before, but rather to develop something new and better. 
 

Volunteers needed during the High Holy Days at in-person services 

Want to help behind the scenes? Or in front?  Be an usher or a greeter at our Welcome Table.  But we also need  
gabbaim.  What is a gabbai you ask?  Someone who helps with the running of the service.  Specifically, we need 
one person at each service to help our producers in the production booth.  And a second person on the floor of the 
sanctuary.  Interested in finding out more?  Contact administrator@betmish.org 
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I am making a donation of $__________, in memory of the above. May their names be remembered as a blessing. 
 
Name of Donor (please print) _____________________________________________________ 
 
EMAIL Address _________________________________________________________ 
 
Street Address ___________________________________  City, State_________________________  Zip Code _______________ 
 
Payment can be made through our website, with PayPal Giving, send a check or contact: treasurer@betmish.org  

Bet Mishpachah Yizkor Booklet for 5782 

In Jewish tradition, when we write the name of 
someone we love or respect who has died, we append 
the Hebrew letters zayin and lamed after their name. 
This stands for zichrono l’vracha, “may they be remem-
bered as a blessing.” It means that when we call them 
to mind, we should remember the good that they did in 
their lives and keep it alive through our own actions. 
What we do and how we behave is a reflection of our 
parents’, teachers’, and other loved ones’ influence on 
our own lives. We keep our memories of them alive, not 
just by a passive recollection, but by doing something — 
a mitzva — and associating their names with our      
actions. 

One way to do this is by making a donation to the 
congregation in their memory and having their names 
published in Bet Mishpachah’s annual Yizkor booklet. 
This booklet is used on Yom Kippur and other holy days 
when Yizkor is observed. This is not the same as ob-
serving a Yartzeit, the anniversary of a death. Sub-
mitting names for Yartzeit announcements will not   

result in the names being published in the Yizkor book-
let. You must take the active step to perform the 
mitzva by making a donation to publish their names in 
the Yizkor book. 

We suggest a donation from everyone of at least $18 
(chai = life) per name. But what you give is up to you. 
All donations are greatly appreciated. 

Names and donations should be mailed to: 
Bet Mishpachah - Yizkor,   c/o Armus 

4309 11th Street North 
Arlington, VA 22201-4748 

 

Do not send your list and donation to the congrega-

tion’s post office box or include it with your dues. This 
will only delay the process and increase the chance of 
errors. Listings must be received by Friday,      
August 27, 2021. 

 
*********A.    Please print clearly using block letters.   Names will be listed alphabetically. ********* 

 

 

First Name Last Name First Name Last Name 

1.   6.   

2.   7.   

3.   8.   

4.   9.   

5.   10.   

B.   Please list in the section below names and relationships of those who have died during 5781(since 

last Rosh ha-Shana). These names will be read aloud during the Yizkor service on Yom Kippur. 
 

 

First Name Last Name Relationship Donor First Name Donor Last Name 

Example: Arthur Einberg Father of Morris Einberg 

1.         

2.         

3.         
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A D’rash from the Past—Parshat ha-Shavua:  Re’eh 
 

                                                                                                                      Written by Louis Blank as delivered by Eva Freund 
 

 
 

 

promised land. Adonai says to the people                                                                            
               " ..observe all the The                               
                  parsha    

You can therefore see that am placing before you both a blessing and a curse. The blessing will come if you obey 
the commandments of God, which prescribing to you today... 

not exactly give me a warm fuzzy feeling and it actually sounds  

actually specifies each law and regulation. The people are told  
 

 

This got me thinking about those things that entail both a  blessing and a curse. 

The first example that comes to mind is when I go into downtown Baltimore, I always take 1-95 and pass the Power-
ball  billboard sign. In fact, sometimes I go out of my way just so I can look at that sign and dream a little bit. What 
would I do with $103 million dollars (after taxes, of course). 

blessings. But then... someone will go on Facebook or 
Twitter     

 

 debt that they will never get out. As the parsha says...this is a blessing and a curse."                                               
                                                                                                                                                                                            
The second example that comes to mind is LOVE. Love is a 

 

However, love also makes you vulnerable. It opens you up to heartache. This can be very scary and could cause you a 
great  

Yes, this really does relate to the parsha. When the Jewish 

 

However ...the rewards will far outweigh any risks that you have to take

"Copyright ©2021 Eva Freund. All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form by any means, electronic or me-
chanical, including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the author." 
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President’s Message                     Continued from page 1  

 
 You do not need to have served on the board before to 
assume the role as President.  While it is helpful, it isn’t 
necessary.  And I promise anyone who agrees to serve in that 
capacity that I will be there as a resource and as a sounding 
board.  I will continue to help in any way that I can to make 
your job easier and rewarding.  It also helps that we have an 
amazing administrator, Liat Novek. 
 The board consists of President, VP Religious Affairs 
(Mitchell Haymes), Secretary (Erica Gloger), VP 
Membership (Deb Hyman), Director of Programming (Paula 
Morris), Community Affairs Director (Brian Parks), 
Congregational Affairs Director (Bruce Horowitz), Director 
of Operations (formerly Administration, Rod Ross) and 
Treasurer (Douglas Auerbach).  Shortly after this article is 
published, we will know who on the board will be leaving at 
the end of their two-year term and who wishes to remain on 
the board.  In addition to finding a President, we will also 
need to find members to fill the vacancies for the other open 
positions on the board. 
 Please consider serving on the board as President, or in 
any other role that will become vacant.  We will also need 
volunteers for the Nominating Committee, which is the ad 
hoc committee that comes together in July/August of each 
year to find members to fill the board vacancies.  If you are 
interested in considering the role of President, or filling 
another seat on the board or serving on the Nominating 
Committee, please email me at president@betmish.org.  I 
thank each and every one of you in advance for considering 
these most important roles. 

 

Membership at Bet Mishpachah 

Strategic Planning and Membership Renewal: The Perfect  
Recipe for Bet Mishpachach’s Legacy 

 
PAST: Back in the year of the Pandemic, nine dedicated mem-
bers and our Rabbi participated in a Force that was Tasked to 
create a strategic plan for our beloved synagogue to embrace 
and activate over the next three to five years. The Task Force 
met live only once, then virtually for the next 13 months. It, 
along with our consultant and 60 Bet Mishpachah members 
who participated through surveys and virtual Parlor Meetings, 
had created five unique goals along with their action plans.  
 

PRESENT: The congregation has already experienced amaz-
ing progress from many of our members who have stepped up 
and started to activate the most pivotal tactics in our plan. 
Among some of these are the creation of new committees, 
leadership training is in full swing and social action and pro-
gramming events are percolating as you read. 
 

FUTURE: This endeavor was created to set the groundwork 
for the future financial well-being and vibrancy of our diverse 
congregation. Many of our tactics require heavy lifting from 
our congregation in the form of financial support and volunteer 
time. This combination will continue to keep our 47-year-old 
foundation strong. 
 

You are the most important ingredient in this recipe for suc-
cess. An enhanced level of membership is important to our 
success going forward since basic dues alone do not cover all 
our yearly expenses and the new lofty items in our budget, 
such as a paid social media and web coordinator and a half-
time Congregational Director.   
 

Big Goals!  Big Results! Let’s make this the best renewal sea-
son on record. Your support is critical for us as we activate a 
new Strategic Plan to assure a vibrant and stable future. 
 

Deb Hyman, Membership Chair 
 

Spotlight on the Rabbinic Liaison Committee 

By Al Munzer 

 

The Rabbinic Liaison Committee provides confidential input 
from the Board and individual congregants to the Rabbi. It also 
serves as a confidential resource to the Rabbi to discuss any 
ideas or concerns that might arise regarding the responsibilities 
assigned to the rabbi in service leading, Torah study, classes, 
pastoral care and life cycle events as well as representing Bet 
Mishpachah in the wider Jewish and LGBTQ community. 
 
In the past, the Rabbinic Liaison Committee has been tasked 
by the Board to poll the congregation for the board’s annual 
performance evaluation of the Rabbi.  
 
Congregants are welcome to share any suggestions ,  questions 
or concerns regarding the role of the Rabbi in confidence at 
any time, with the chair of the Rabbinic Liaison Committee, Al 
Munzer at RLC@betmish.org.  

Continued on page 5 
Continued from page 3 

 
Non-member Registration for Live Streamed Services 
 Beginning August 21st, non-members may also register for 
live streamed services.  There are no capacity constraints.  Reg-
istration will also be through Eventbrite, with donation request-
ed, and registrants will receive service Zoom links.  
 

In Conclusion 
 Lastly, we will post information on our website at 
www.betmish.org/hhd on ways that you can set up your pray-
ing space, prepare yourselves, and configure your home view-
ing to include TVs. Any changes to this guide will also be 
posted on the website. 
 
 Please contact membershipdirector@betmish.org or admin-
istrator@betmish.org if you need any assistance in registering 
online. 
 
 On behalf of Bet Mishpachah’s Board of Directors and 
our High Holy Day co-chairs, we wish everyone a sweet New 
Year. 
 

mailto:president@betmish.org
mailto:RLC@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/hhd
mailto:membershipdirector@betmish.org
mailto:administrator@betmish.org
mailto:administrator@betmish.org
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Devra Floyd and James Radack, Volunteers 
Extraordinaire! 

 
 On Erev Shabbat, July 23rd, Congregational Affairs Director 
Bruce Horowitz on behalf of the Bet Mishpachah Board was 
extremely pleased to present the Annual Dace Stone Volunteer of the 
Year Award to Devra Floyd and the Harvey Milk Chesed Award to 
James Radack for their extraordinary work at Bet Mishpachah and the 
greater LGBTQ+ Community. 
 The Dace Stone Award commemorates our own former member, 
Dace Stone (z’l), who passed away twenty years ago, way too young.  
She worked tirelessly for over twenty years to fight and help conquer 
HIV/AIDS here in DC since its earliest days. Despite her own 
seriously declining health, she never gave up the fight, and we note 
that when many others “ran away from the disease,” Dace always 
reached out to help those in need at Whitman Walker, and elsewhere. 
 Dace Stone Award recipient, Devra Selah 
Floyd actually knew Dace, and fondly 
remembers her seemingly never-ending work for 
the HIV/AIDS cause. Devra is following in 
Dace’s footsteps, working thanklessly and 
generously to ensure that Bet Mishpachah always 
provides Sign Language Interpretation when 
needed, as well as helping the larger Jewish Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing LGBTQ+ Community. 
Devra has a wonderful history of teaching and 
helping people, as a former PE teacher and Dance Instructor. She has 
led professional dance companies in both Grand Rapids and the SF 
Bay Area before moving to DC nearly 25 years ago. Her inspiration to 
oversee and lead the Bet Mish Sign Language program came after 
Devra was a Dance Instructor at DC’s Gallaudet University, the 
world’s only liberal arts university dedicated to serving the deaf and 
hard of hearing. As a modest “committee of one,” Devra has worked 
for decades arranging our sign language program and ensuring we 
have interpreters available whenever needed. We all warmly thank 
her! 
 The Harvey Milk Chesed Award honors legendary Harvey Milk 
(z’l), a Jewish gay man who was one of the very first openly gay 
elected officials (San Francisco City Council) and tragically and 
violently assassinated while in office in 1978. For all of his early-day 
outreach for equality for the LBTQ+ community, Harvey was 
posthumously awarded the US Presidential Medal of Freedom by 
President Obama in 2009.  

 Harvey Milk Award recipient James A. Radack 
has practiced a successful proactive outreach to 
expand the membership and activities of our Social 
Justice Committee. In doing so, he has helped the 
cause of many Jewish and other LGBTQ+ groups 
in the greater DC community. James designed and 
administered a highly successful Congregation-
wide survey to discover and then reorient his SJ 
Committee to better reflect the intentions of the Bet 
Mishpachah membership.  Direct follow-ups 

included more than doubling membership of the committee, leading 
one of the most successful ever Queen Esther Fund Purim collections, 
and introducing multi-year recipients for both the Queen Esther and 
Richard Krampf Funds designations, allowing greater congregational 
ability to provide beyond financial involvement for the designated 
recipients.    James is certainly familiar with supporting Social Justice 
issues, as a professional mental health advocate and educator. He has 
particularly led an initiative to help straight parents talk about 
LGBTQ+ to their children to help reduce bullying. Originally from 
Boston, James has lived in DC since attending Georgetown University. 
Earlier in his career, James performed pro bono paralegal work at 
Covington and Burling and was an aide to Mayor Sharon Pratt. We 
were also surprised to learn that James is a trained professional actor! 

Fall Learning with Rabbi 
Jake Singer-Beilin 
 

Angels, Demons, and More 
 

Angels, demons and more! Rabbi Jake 
will be teaching a wonderful variety of 
class topics this fall.  These classes are 
free-standings events.  Join us for one or 
all.  It will be announced at a later date 
whether they will be held virtually via Zoom or in person at the 
Edlavitch D.C. Jewish Community Center, 
 

Structure and Content of the High Holy Day Services, 
Saturday, August 28 after services, at 12 pm:  Let’s prepare for 
this special and potentially intimidating time of year by 
breaking down some of the key components of the High Holy 
Day liturgy.  The Machzor can be a confusing book in which it 
is easy to get lost.  We will look more closely at some elements 
found in Bet Mishpachah’s new Machzor - Chadeish Yameinu - 
and bring deeper understanding to your High Holy Day 
experience.  From the soaring majesty and renewal of Rosh ha-
Shana to the serious accounting of the soul and introspection of 
Yom Kippur, we will make sense of the many prayers that call 
to us during these days. 
 

Angels in Jewish Text and Tradition, Wednesday, October 6 
at 7:30 pm:  The Hebrew Bible contains many references to 
angels that make up the heavenly host.  They are beings that do 
G-d’s bidding, interact with humans, and proclaim G-d’s 
greatness.  Throughout generations, the Jewish texts have 
ascribed names and characteristics to these beings.  We sing 
songs and create rituals around the idea that angels exist and 
are in our midst.  In this session, we will examine the textual 
foundations and moderns practices - all about angels in 
Judaism. 
 

Satan and Demons in Jewish Text and Tradition, Saturday, 
November 13 after services, at 12 pm: Does Judaism proclaim 
a belief in the Devil?  The Adversarial Angel found in the 
Hebrew Bible later served as the basis for Satan.  We will look 
at those foundational texts and track the evolution of this idea.  
And what about those dark, demonic forces that pop up in 
Yiddish literature, midrash, and bubbe-meises?  Let’s explore 
these beings and the stories from our tradition that make us fear 
and smirk at the same time. 
 

Reading and Discussing “Caste,” by Isabel Wilkerson, 
Wednesday, December 8 at 7:30 pm: As a congregation, we 
will renew our commitment to work towards a more just 
society by reading and discussing the book “Caste: The Origins 
of Our Discontents,” by Isabel Wilkerson. She writes: “What 
some people call racism could be seen as merely one 
manifestation of the degree to which we have internalized the 
larger American caste system.”  We will unpack these ideas 
together and explore what they may mean for us as Jews and 
for our community.  You are encouraged to read the book 
ahead of time, but all are welcome to attend whether or not you 
have done so. 
 

Classes are always free for members of Bet Mishpachah. There 
is a suggested donation of $10 for nonmembers.  For the 
Saturday class, please make you contribution before or after 
Shabbat. 
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     Thank You to Our July Service Leaders  
 

Friday, July 2: Paula Morris and Deb Hyman 
Friday, July 9: Larry Neff and Robyn Helzner 
Saturday, July 10: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, July 16: Eryca Kasse and Rachel Wolkowitz 
Friday, July 23: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Saturday, July 24: Jeff Burka and Marc Bernstein 
Friday, July 30: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 

 

Welcome to our Newest Members: 

  
Florene and Sandor Bernstein 

Patrick and Angelo 
Dena Lebowitz  

Jonathan Edelman 
 

Welcome Back: 
Andrea Jennetta 

Thank you to our August Service Leaders  
 

Friday, August 6:  Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
Friday, August 13:  Louis Blank and Robyn Helzner 
Saturday, August 14: Paula Morris and Jeff Burka 
Friday, August 20: Scott Reiter 
Friday, August 27: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and Vinny Prell 
Saturday, August 28: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and         
Rachel Hamberger 
Saturday, August 28: S’lichot at 8:00 pm: Alex Carter and 
Ruth Potts 

 

August Anniversaries 
 

Cookie Backelman and Sally Ward  
Barbara Goldberg and LySandra Brady 

Noel Penney Elliott and Joanna Cohan Scherer 
Alex Ford and Hal Ponder  

August Birthdays  
Martin Less 

David Bachman 
Louis Blank 
Eva Freund 
Max Kasmir 

Rene Rodriguez 
Brian Parks 

Joanna Cohan Scherer 
Gilbert Swift 
David Vos 

Andrea Jennetta 
 

Happy Belated Birthday to 
Sandor Bernstein 

 

 

Avodah DC and Mary’s House Selected as Richard Krampf Fund Awardees 
     
Based on the recommendation of the Social Justice committee, the Bet Mishpachah Board of Directors has awarded Avodah DC and 
Mary’s House with Krampf Fund grants for 2021 and 2022. The Krampf Fund supports programs and projects which effectively ad-
dress social and economic challenges in the greater Washington, DC area.    
   Avodah DC (https://avodah.net/who-we-are/dc) develops lifelong social justice leaders whose work is informed by Jewish values and 
who inspire the Jewish community to work toward a more just and equitable world. The grant will go specifically to the DC site in sup-
port of their work at various DC social service organizations. 
   Their response: "We really appreciate Bet Mish's support of Avodah DC, in particular celebrating the great work of our Corps Mem-
bers who identify as LGBTQ+ in their transformative year of service! Thank you! Naomi and I are looking forward to building on this 
partnership with Bet Mish." 
   Mary's House (https://www.maryshousedc.org/) is a nonprofit that seeks to create affordable, independent, communal housing for 
older adults that will eliminate the intensive social isolation experienced because of aging, and by subtle and not so subtle discrimina-
tion and intolerance based on one's sexual orientation and identity. The grant would go specifically to the capital campaign to build 
homes in DC. 
   Their response: "We appreciate this first donation from Bet Mish and look forward to the next! I am hoping we can team up in 2022 
to put together a Health and Wellness program regarding spirituality and how it does and can play an important part in the lives of 
LGBTQ+/SGL elders." 
   In addition to financial contributions, the Social Justice committee aims to establish multi-year relationships with the grantees to cre-
ate opportunities for non-financial collaboration, such as Shabbat talks (like last year’s MLK Day of Service presentation by Avodah 
corps members), volunteering, and personal networking. 

https://avodah.net/who-we-are/dc
https://www.maryshousedc.org/
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We extend our sincerest sympathy to our members who have experienced recent losses: 
Sandy Gordon, cousin of Warren Snaider 

James Ramsay, brother-in-law of Barbara BradyGoldberg 
Eleanor Schwarz, mother of David Schwarz 

Member Yartzeits 

 
Announced Friday, July 30 (Yartzeits observed July 30 – August 5; 21 - 27 Av) 
Erica Nash, Winner of 2007 Harvey Milk Chesed Award August 1    
Ronald B. Balin, Friend of Eva Freund      August 2    
Dorothy Sendrowitz, Grandmother of Lawrence Berman August 2   (Av 24) 
Edith Schwinder Umansky, Aunt of Morris Umansky  August 4    
Merrill Egorin, Friend of Ruth Potts       August 5   (Av 27) 
Stanley Marcus, Uncle of Susan Silber      August 5    
Joseph Snaider, Grandfather of Warren Snaider    August 5   (Av 27) 
 
Announced Friday, August 6 (Yartzeits observed August 6 – 12; 28 Av – 4 Elul) 
Natalie Goldberg, Sister-in-law of Jerald Goldberg   August 6    
Aaron Apelberg, Grandfather of Eytan Apelberg    August 6   (Av 28) 
Irving Peltzman, Father of Maxine Klane     August 9    
Patricia Sandra Winterbauer, Friend of Morris Umansky August 11    
Isadore Garten, Grandfather of Sarajane Garten    August 11   (Elul 3) 
Lynne Sandra Cutler, Friend of Elke Martin     August 12    
Renee Reiter, Mother of Scott Reiter       August 12    
Jay Kornfeld, Grandfather of Howard Menaker    August 12   (Elul 4) 
 
Announced Friday & Saturday, August 13 & 14 (Yartzeits observed August 13 - 19; 5 – 11 Elul) 
Tole Madna, foster Father of Al Munzer      August 13   (Elul 5) 
Isaac J. Magid, Grandfather of Carl Spatz     August 13   (Elul 5) 
Aaron Lax, Grandfather of Stuart Sotsky      August 14   (Elul 6) 
Margaret Carol Farley, Mother-in-law of Michael Resnick August 14   (Elul 6) 
Dace Stone, Friend of Alex Carter and Ruth Potts   August 15    
Charlotte Helen Resnick, Mother of Michael Resnick  August 15   (Elul 7) 
Harold Levitt, Father of Morris Levitt      August 16    
Louis Aaron Friedman, Grandfather of Louis Blank   August 16    
Florence Rose, Sister of Morris Levitt      August 17    
Harold Gondelman, Father of Richard Gondelman   August 17   (Elul 9) 
David Kushner, Grandfather of Eytan Apelberg    August 18   (Elul 10) 
Terry Friedman, Dear Friend of Judy Barlas     August 19    
Richard P. Taub, Father of Neela Taub      August 19    
Robert Benson, Father of Craig Benson      August 19    
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Member Yartzeits—continued 
 
 
Announced Friday, August 20 (Yartzeits observed August 20 – 26; 12 – 18 Elul) 
Sanford Sobel, Uncle of Sarajane Garten      August 20    
Florence Janpole, Aunt of Susan Silber      August 20    
Bessie Marcus, Grandmother of Susan Silber    August 20    
Arthur Freed, Grandfather of Seymour Stern     August 20    
Miriam Brina Monesson, Aunt of Denise Leish    August 21    
Harry Polikoff, Father of Nancy Polikoff      August 21    
Ben Nissenbaum, Grandfather of Beverly Nissenbaum  August 21   (Elul 13) 
William Casel, Cousin of Larry Neff       August 22    
Nancy E. Johnson, Sister of JonRobert Johnson    August 22    
Gilad Goldstein, Cousin of Eryca Kasse      August 23   (Elul 15) 
William Hinckley, Friend of Howard Stark     August 24    
Doris Berenholz, Aunt of Jon Monger      August 24    
Leon Wind, Father of Joel Wind        August 24   (Elul 16) 
Marilyn Hoffman, Sister of Martin Less      August 25   (Elul 17) 
Bertha Jacobs, Teacher and Friend of Sarajane Garten  August 26    
Stephen Paul Lev, Cousin of Larry Neff      August 26    
Isaac Silber, Grandfather of Fran Sneider      August 26    
Eve Bollinger Panell, Mother of Charles Stewart    August 26    
Ida Sherman, Aunt of Art Leabman       August 26  
 
Announced Friday & Saturday, August 27 & 28 (Yartzeits observed August 27 – 31; 19 – 23 Elul) 
Shelley Negin, Friend of Betty Milgram      August 28   (Elul 20) 
Isa Dokelsky, Grandmother of Mitchell Haymes    August 28   (Elul 20) 
Miriam Chashin, Great Aunt and Godmother of Scott Reiter August 29    
Dorcas Ann Hollis, Mother-in-law of Mark David Agrast August 29    
Elaine Singer, Mother of Michael Singer      August 30    
Frederic L. Stern, Father of Seymour Stern     August 30    
Beatrice Web, adoptive Mother of Devra Floyd    August 31    
Nathan Jewler, Father of Don Jewler       August 31    
Hyman Umansky, Uncle of Morris Umansky    August 31    
Herbert Roberts, Uncle of Alan Carb       August 31    
Lester Greenfield, Uncle of Eryca Kasse      September 1 (Elul 24) 
Fanny L. Stern , Aunt of Larry Neff       September 2 
Abraham Wolkowitz, Grandfather of Rachel Wolkowitz September 2 (Elul 25) 
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Shabbat Services  
While the Edlavitch JCC building is closed for the 
pandemic, all Bet Mishpachah Shabbat services will be 
held virtually by Zoom.  Please check our website for 
details on connecting or our weekly electronic 
newsletter, “This Week and Beyond.” 
 
Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at  
8:00 pm, followed by a virtual Oneg Shabbat social 
hour, and on the second and fourth Saturday of every 
month at 10:00 am.  Saturday morning services include 
a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion (in lieu 
of a sermon) and a virtual Kiddush lunch. 
 
Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is 
available by sending an email request  
to sign@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks 
notice.  
 
Any changes to our regular Shabbat service 
schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted 
on our website (www.betmish.org) and will be included 
in our weekly email broadcast  
 
To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date, 
and number of expected attendees 
to administrator@betmish.org 
 
Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations  
Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:   
* World Congress of GLBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah 
* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington 
* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater   
   Washington 
* Network of Independent Jewish Communities 
and Havurot 
 
Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff 
Coordinator — Liat Novek  
Design/Layout — Liat Novek  
Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch 
and Elke Martin  
Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter 
Secretary — Erica Gloger  
Communications Chair — Mike Goldstein 
 
Donations 
To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to 
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C. 
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page 
on our web site, www.betmish.org 

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter 
Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is 
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, 
Washington, D.C., 20013. The newsletter is sent to 
members and posted on our website. Articles, columns and 
content should be submitted by the 10th of the month prior 
to publication.  Email them to administrator@betmish.org  
 

Weekly Email Broadcast 
The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast, This 
Week and Beyond, which contains late-breaking 
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well as 
other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner 
organizations.  To receive our weekly email broadcasts, 
send an email to administrator@betmish.org  
 

Congregational Website 
Be sure to check out our website at www.betmish.org with 
information about our congregation’s current and upcoming 
programs, our rabbi, and our history, as well as links to 
other websites of interest. 
 
Reprints.  Information in any of our publications may be 
reprinted without permission, but acknowledgment of the 
source is required.  
 
Communications Policy.  For questions about our editorial 
or advertising policies, send an email 
to secretary@betmish.org 
 

Membership 
To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a 
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org  
Reduced membership is available for students, young 
people, new members, and those who live outside the DC 
metro area.   
 
Address, Phone, and Email Updates 
Send your name and old and new information 
to membershipdirector@betmish.org 
 

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You 
Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim — visiting 
the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim Committee, rabbi, 
or president when you or a relative is hospitalized. We can 
stay informed ONLY if we receive the information. Please 
email us at BikurCholim@betmish.org. 
 

Death Notices, Bereavement Services 
If you are in need of bereavement services or to announce a 
death in your family, email bereavement@betmish.org. 
 
 

mailto:sign@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:administrator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:administrtator@betmish.org
mailto:administrtator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:secretary@betmish.org
mailto:MembershipDirector@betmish.org
mailto:membershipdirector@betmish.org
mailto:BikurCholim@betmish.org
mailto:bereavement@betmish.org
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DIRECTORY 
 

RABBIS 
 
Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin  ...................................  .............................  rabbi@betmish.org  
Rabbi Bob Saks, Emeritus  ................................  .............................  rabbibobs@aol.com  
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES 
 
President:  Mindy Gasthalter  .............................  .............................  president@betmish.org  

Rabbinic Liaison Committee:  Al Munzer .........  .............................  rlc@betmish.org  
 

Treasurer:  Douglas Auerbach  ..........................  .............................  treasurer@betmish.org 
 
Secretary:  Erica Gloger  ....................................  .............................  secretary@betmish.org  

Communication Committee:  Mike Goldstein  ..  .............................  communications@betmish.org 
    
Director of Religious Affairs: Mitchell Haymes  ...  .............................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  

Choir (Tach’shitim): Michael Resnick  .............  .............................  choirdirector@betmish.org 
High Holy Days: Paula Morris and Joseph Pomper  ......................  hhd@betmish.org 
Liturgy Committee:  Scott Reiter .....................  .............................  liturgy@betmish.org  
Religious Affairs Committee: Mitchell Haymes  .............................  religiousaffairs@betmish.org  
 

Director of Membership:  Deb Hyman ................  .............................  membershipdirector@betmish.org  
   Strategic Planning Task Force: Deb Hyman 
 
Director of Operations: Rod Ross  ..................... …………………….. operationsdirector@betmish.org  

Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator:   ...........................  .............................  oneg@betmish.org  
Hospitality Chairperson: Nathaniel Deutsch ....  .............................  hospitality@betmish.org   
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator:  Devra Floyd  ..................  sign@betmish.org  

 
Director of Programming: Paula Morris  .............  .............................  programmingdirector@betmish.org  

Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman  ..............  .............................  bookgroup@betmish.org  
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn .....................  .............................  education@betmish.org  

 
Director of Community Affairs: Brian Parks ........  .............................  communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
 
Jewish Community Relations Council representative: Stuart Sotsky 
 
Director of Congregational Affairs: Bruce Horowitz  .........................  congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org 

Bereavement Support: Rod Ross ………………………………….. .  bereavement@betmish.org  
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Letitia Gómez  .............................  bikurcholim@betmish.org  
Cemetery Committee: Allan Armus .................  .............................  cemetery@betmish.org 
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund  ..........  .............................  novachavura@betmish.org  
Social Justice: James Radack ......................... ……………….……..social-action@betmish.org  

 
STAFF 

Congregational Administrator:  Liat Novek………………….. ............  administrator@betmish.org 
Congregational Bookkeeper:    Elke Martin 


