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Rabbi 6s Col umn Bet Mishpachah Acquires

Rabbi Toby Manewith Cemetery Space

In Jewish tradition, we celebrate Passover once a year, As discussed at length at the annual meeting last December,
including an elaborate retelling of the triumphant story of the | the board has been deliberating for many months about the
Exodus from Egypt. Though t Bcuisifich 8f condiedatiohl Splice &t thé EleBavdtgfa8 f O F
remembrance and celebration, in which we concentrate olr | Cemetery in SE Washington, DC. At the February board
attention on this seminal event in Jewish history, Jewish meeting, the decision was made to proceed with the

liturgy implores us to remember the exodus from Egypt every ' acquisition. In March, we acquired the first 12 sites.
day.
o o There are some administrative procedures that are still being
ThOUgh many congregatlons invoke victims of the Holocaust worked on, but here is what we can say r|ght now.

before the recitation daddishat religious services, our

communal call to memory is relegated to one day a year. We eventually will have interment rights for forty sites in a
Yom haZikaron laShoah waGvura(Holocaust and new section of the cemetery. We have twelve now, and we
Heroism Remembrance Day) often shorteneddm ha will get twelve more next year (or sooner if necessary). We
Shoahis held on the 2'70f the Hebrew month of Nisan, a are committed to these twer.ﬂyur sites (3 rows of 8) The
few weeks after Passover and a week before Israel next two rows are being reserved for us, and we have the
Ingttjhependence Day. This year, Yom®hoah falls on April option to acquire them.

19"

(Continued on pagg)

| 6ve often wondered if the Holocaust had occurred nearer |
when our liturgy was in formation, if it would have had a
greater place in our daily Jewish life than it does today.
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Bet Mishpachah Communications

This newsletter is published monthly by Bet Mishpachah, P
Box 1410, Washington, DC 20013. Articles must be receiv
by the first Tuesday of the month prior to publication and
should be sent toewseditor@betmish.org The newsletter is
sent to members, donors, and various organizations. For a
threemonth trial subscription, write toffice @betmish.org

To advertise in our newsletter, contact
advertise@betmish.org

The congregation also publishes ATCBM, the electronic
bulletin board of Bet Mishpachah, which contains-late
breaking congregational news, as well as other Jewish and
GLBT news that cannot be printed in this newsletter. We
maintain a website atww.betmish.orgnith synagogue
information and links to other Websites of interest.

Information contained in any of our publications may be
reprinted without permission, but acknowledgment of the
source is required. Direct any questions about our editorial
advertising policies taommunications@betmish.arg

Shabbat Services

Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at 8:(
pm and the second and fourth Saturdays of every month at
10:00 am at the District of Columbia Jewish Community
Center (DCJCC), 16 and Q Streets, NW. Sign Language
interpretation is available by requesttgn@betmish.orgvith

a minimum of two weeks notice. Any changes to this regul
schedule will appear on our websitenw.betmish.org, in the
mont hés printed calendar,
board ATCBM.

Enter the DCJCC building on Friday nights through the Q
Street door. You will be buzzed in by @lrammas Shabbat
worship will be in the DCJCC Kay Community Hall, on the
right as you enter. A parking lot is available behind the
DCJCC and may be entered from Q Street. It has
approximately 20 spaces, including one designated for disa
drivers. Additionally, on Sunday through Thursday nights (
not on Fridays), the DCJCC operates a shuttle between its
building and the Q Street entrance to the Dupont Circle
Metrorail station.

Donations

To make a donation to our congregation, please send it to E
Mishpachah, Department 0520,Washington, D.C. 26052

Mishpachah Matters Staff

Newsletter Editor 8 Alex Carter
Design/Layoutd Amy Heffernan, AL Heffernan & Assoc.
Proofreadersd Mindy Gasthalter, Elke Martin,
and Martin Robinson
Transliteration Consultant 8 Scott Reiter
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Electronic Newsletter Subscription

Do you want to receive Mishpachah Matters electronically and

in living color, while saving the synagogue money? Send an
email topdfnewssubscribe@betmish.ordnclude all the

email addresses where you would like to receive the electronic

newsletter and your mailing address, as you will no longer
need the paper version.

Address, Phone, Email Changes

Send your name and old and new information to
addresschange @betmish.org

ATCBM Subscription

If you wish to receive ATCBM, our electronic announcemer
about events at Bet Mishpachah and of interest to the Jewi
GLBT community, please send an entail

secretary@betmish.omi t h 6 ATCBM® i n
the email address where you would like to receive.mail

t

ATCBM Item Submission

Email your item in the body of an email (no attachments) fo
ATCBM Submissions tatcbm@betmish.org

=

Bikur Cholim 8 We Care About You
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We want to provide the support and comfort our members need

during a difficult time. If you become ill or hospitalized, or
suffer a loss, or know of a member who has, please let us
know. You can emalbbikur-cholim@betmish.org

Death Notices, Bereavement Services

If you are in need of bereavement services or to announce
death in your family, emallereavement@betmish.org

To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event

Email the date, space needs, and number of expected atte
to calendar@betmish.org

To Sponsor anOneg Shabbabr Kiddush

Send an email toneg@betmish.otg wi t h t he d

to sponsor, and the occasion.

Bet Mishpachahoés Affiliatip
Bet Mishpachah is a member of: Network of Independent
Jewish Communities and Havurot; Jewish Community Cou
of Greater Washington; World Congress of GLBT Jews:
Keshet QGeaihaFunerhl Practices Committee of

Greater Washington; and Celebration of the Spirit Coalition
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et |
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ncil
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Mark Klempner, Holocaust Rescuer Northern VA Chavura in Delaware i
Researcher, to Speak on April 20 April 21 %, 2012
Please join us on Friday, April 20, for a very special Rescheduled from December. You are invited to a special
presentation followinghabbatservices. Mark Klempner, Saturday evening at the beach! At 6 pm we will share a
who lives in Costa Rica, has recently published a book potluck dinner followed by thi
entitled, iThe Heart Ha s Zion. o Thi s movi-8emitian,isamust!| i n
R e a s omws.leearthasreasons.crthat he has spent the see in the wake of 9/11. A short (or maybe smshort)
last nine years researching. During his nine years of discussion will follow the movie.
research, he interviewed Holocaust rescuers to try to
determine not only why they did what they did, but where We will pause to celebratéavdalaat 8:30 pm, and end the
their moral compasses point today, and their advice to young | discussion in time to catch some of the local nighdlite to
activists. As Garret Keizernstegcaiwhsl etandAAschmaboabbe
for anyone who seeks to ledérmor releari® the art of
compassionate resistance. 0 Several Bet Mishpachah members have offered to make their

extra beach bedrooms available for those not wanting to drive
This will be an exciting opportunity for us to listen to the home immediately following this event.
author talk as he is in town for only a few days to address
Congress. If you would like to learn more about his work, To RSVP for this event, and/or to request accommodations,
please visit his web pagettp://bit.ly/zyh40G at the New contact Barbara Brad@oldberg at:
York Council of the Humanities Speakers Bureau. It swarow2000@yahoo.coor (703) 54810860r (703) 298
includes a link to his website, which contains a great deal of | 9925(mobile). Barbara will need to hear from you by April
additional information. 14" so donot del ay!
Changes Coming to the Newsletter Bet Mishpachah Acquires

Cemetery Space
This issue marks the final monthly printed version of Mishpachah | (Continued from pagg)
Matters. Starting in April, congregational news and information e Members and their immediate family may
will be disseminated via the w acquire sites for $2,000 each. Bey
message, the web site. Currently the Board of Directors is e Preneed purchases may either be paid in full
deciding between a{monthly or quarterly print bulletin. or in installments.
e Time of death purchases must be paid in full
Until recently, a print newsletter was the only way congregations within 45 days of interment.
could communicate with members and friends. We now have ¢ Interfaith couples are permitted; however the
multiple ways to communicate and interact using various certificate of ownership will be registered in
technologies, including Facebook and Twitter. Producing a the name of the Jewish spouse. No-non
monthly newsletter requires several things that make it challenging Jewish religious symbols are permitted on
these days. Articles must be written far in advance of the print gravestones.
date. e Inurnments of cremated remains are
permitted.

Additionally, producing a print newsletter requires lots of e No grave liners are required.
volunteer and professional time. With both the position of Vice e The price will include perpetual care.
President for Communications and Newsletter Editor being _ e The price doesot include opening and
unfilled, it has become clear that producmg.a monthly newsletter is closing costs. .
no longer the best investment e Gravestones amot included in the price of mit.
resources. the site, but are required.
I f you are not yet subscri beld | Detailedinformation about procedures will be ond
please send yourmail address tgecretary@betmish.orgnd finalized soon. A dedication ceremony will be
Aaron Hoffman will make sure your email address will be added to | scheduled in the fall. If you are interested in acquiring
the list. If you do not have email, be assured we will do our bestto | a site, contact Allan Armus at 78254261 or
keep you up to date, especially when there is very important news | Treasurer@betmish.org
to share. Thatds why the | eltt e L — o - Jonc
her move back to Chicago was mailed via the US Postal Servige
the day before it was emailed to all members.
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This Month in Jewish History
By Rabbi Toby Manewith

On April 1, 1895, the inaugural issueTfie American Jewed$e
first publication aimed explicitly at Jewish women, was
published. The magazine covered a wide range of topics, from

those that might be found in n

such as household management and beauty tips, and those geared

specifically at Jewish women, including gender inequity in
Judaism, Zionism, social justice efforts and features on prominent
Jewish women. At its height, the publication claimed a

circulation of more than 25,000.

The publication was driven by Rosa Sonneschein, who served as

writer, editor and creative di
vol umes. Sonneschein | eft her
to go the Worl dés Col umbian | EX

There, she met a number of lik@nded Jewish womerThe

American Jewessas born out of their shared hope that Jewish
women would continue to increase their sphere of influence, as
they had through their involve
popular in the second half of the™&entury.

The magazine was first envisioned among the Jewish women
gathered at the 1893 World Parliament of Religions, the same
conference at which the National Council of Jewish Women
(NCJW) was founded. Consequently, it often served to promote
the activities and ideals of the organization. Suggestions that the
magazine become NCJIJWbés officia
eagerly. Today, NCJW has its own publication with a circulation
rate more than double that of thke American Jewess.

The publication ceased printing just four years after its first issue
in 1899. Sonneschein had ceded control of the magazine to her

male managerial partner the year earlier, citing both health and
financi al concerns. Apparent |
publication wasndt able to sur

Rabbi s Col

(Continued from pagt)
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Nearly seventy perce
survivor clients require either moderate or fu
assistance with activities of daily living

ains including such thin iIg}sas: bathlngmdressm% af
o[lsSk e’Bmg‘%é’s §ne S

One other i mportant
Survivor Program is facing a $200,000 deficit.

Il usually donét wuse
certainly not for other organizations. But when this
came across my desk, it w%s hard to ign|ore.

c ati

dmb& 2 N4 8 BubnBeP of thbs 4
Abet of %zoczs%..e;?ﬁdd“ecng PRLE

conversation in which a student adamantly declared
he was curious enough to come on the trip but that h
had regretted his ?emsmn and would never return; he

WasUninteteSted "?e?ﬂljlm% ore a%dﬂta%o%r?try tH

had so methodically decimated its Jewish population.

When asked how he felt about visiting Spain or Rom
or Egypt, his feelings were different.

The Holocaust remains i
seem to prompt the urgency of current &gimitism.
Nor as | iy ted earli I, does it hold a place in tIL
foreﬁo%t 0 obr?n%fs Sifildr to¥¥ehts anor'p% ons'|
our remote history such as our forefathers and
foremothers who are called to attention in our liturgy

donot know how much |
ave Holocaust heroes and survivors in our midst,
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ADVICE =

FAMILY | ESTATE PLANNING | EMPLOYMENT | IMMIGRATION
COMPLEX LITIGATION | CIVIL RIGHTS | LGBT | ADOPTION | BUSINESS

COLLABORATION

Scan it with a QR code reader on you
smartphone and find out!

Web: www.betmish.org

Facebook: http://on.fb.me/
BetMishpachah

Twitter: twitter.com/betmish

Ir

Email: office@betmish.org
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Thanks to Our March Oneg Shabbat Member Birthdays
and Kiddush Sponsors
April 2: Hank Londner
Please sponsor @&neg Shabbatr Kiddushluncheon this year. Contact Barbara April 3: Carol S. Stern
Goldberg abneg@betmish.orgr call her at (703) 548086 to save your date. April 5: M. Cecilia

April 9: Gail M. Tannenbaum
April 10: Keith Cohen

April 10: Barbara Goldberg

Friday, March 2: Joel & Murray Woldman Oneg Shabbat & Kiddush Fund; thanks
to Marlene Cohen for shopping

Friday, March 9: Joel & Murray Woldman Oneg Shabbat & Kiddush Fund; no April 10: Karen Taylor
sponsor April 13: Harvey L. Stoler
April 13: John A. Winterson
Saturday, March 10: Joel & Murray Woldman Oneg Shabbat & Kiddush Fund; no April 14: Liora Moriel
sponsor April 15: Howard Menaker
Friday, March 16: Joel & Murray Woldman Oneg Shabbat & Kiddush Fund; April 17: Marcia Levy
Awards Shabbat April 20: Robert M. Hollis
April 20: Susan Silber
Friday, March 23: Jessica Erfer, in|QAgimg Joclynkdpgnr husb

return from Afghanistan, as well as in celebration their first wedding anniversary April 24: Jeff Burka

Saturday, March 24: Joel & Murray Woldman Oneg Shabbat & Kiddush Fund; no April 26: Paul Entis

sponsor April 28: Mark

Friday, March 30: Batya Hyman & Belinda Cross, in honor of their second weddmgMember Anniversaries
anniversary and Batyads 60th birthda

Please consider sending a donatiobéi ($18) or more to bring extended life to

the Joel & Murray Woldman Oneg Shabbat & Kiddush Fund, established by a
generous bequest from our beloved member Joel Woldman. Send donations to Bet
Mishpachah, Department 0520, Washington, DC 2a0520.

April 9:
Jerald Goldberg & James Olson

April 16:
Louis Blank & Dan Yost

Thank You to Our March Service Leaders _
April 18:

Friday, March 2: Rabbi Toby Manewith Ellen Levy & Joy Savage
Friday, March 9: Jack Hillelsohn April 21:
Saturday, March 10: Rabbi Toby Manewith Diane B. Citron & Judith T. Smith

Friday, March 16: Rabbi Toby Manewith

Friday, March 23: Alex Carter
Saturday, March 24: Scott Reiter Mazel Tov!
Friday, March 30: Allan Armus

To Elke Martin, who completed her

CASP (Certified Aging Services
Professional) certification through the

University of North Texas.

and


mailto:oneg@betmish.org
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Howd6re we doind?
Thatdéds a question | frequent

Mishpachah. Since you asked, let me tell you.

First, you need to know that we operate on a fiscal year that
runs from July ¥ thru June 38. As | write this, we have just
completed the eighth month of ouryéar hat 6 s Febr
2012 and have four more months to go. We are also
planning for the next fiscal year by working on the budget for
FYE June 2013.

So how are we doing so far this year? We are OK. Our
income is slightly below budget, chiefly due to lower than
expected High Holy Day donations. But a successful
calendar year end campaign and some employer matching
donations made up for most of that shortfall. Expenses are
pretty close to the budget, with a few minor exceptions. My
projection for the end of this fiscal year is that we will have a
small surplus. So far, so good.

We are only at the beginnin
budget . While the situatio
quite so rosy, and | am currently projecting a modest deficit.
This assumes we do not increase our income over the
previous year while expenses like salaries, rent, insurance, et
are going up. The board will be deliberating on how to
address this in March and April when we finalize the budget.

!
M

So thatés my story and | édm g
ideas on how to increase our income, let me know at
Treasurer@betmish.arg

SCdC[
Hillel

Joshua 5<>\
Yachatz

Haggadah Egg
e mmu

Karpas

PASSOVER

From The Archives
By Joel Wind, Archivist

This month in Bet Mishpachah historpril

In April 1982, David Green was President. There were 126
padup member s. The mont hly
Supper took place on the first Friday evening of the month.
The board discussed the upcoming May auction, and decjded
that Friday night announcements would not be made from the
floor and only by the board member on duty. The board also
voted to contribute $500 toward the new drapes for Christ
United Methodist Churchos
going to fix up the rest of the social hall. Membership due
were cut in half to $18 for the remainder of the fiscal year
Barrett Brick and Sheryl B. were guest speakers at the
University of Maryland Hillel. The topic was the tgear
history of the Gay Jewish movement, our Congregation, and
what it means to be a gay or lesbian Jew. About two dozen
Hillel members attended the fehour discussion.

n

In April 1992, Suzanne Wandersman was President. The
mont hly Womends Outreach H
Ivrit, the Hebrewspeakers group, met, and the Book Group
di scussed AmgicandARabbi Saksded a
workshop orHalacha and Homosexualitand the final

service |l eadersd workshop
pursue space at the National City Christian Church. The first
Shabbat service of the month featured Rabbi Sharon e
Kleinbaum, who spoke abodtidaism and Social JusticeéA
Congregational Passover Seder was well attended, and a
bowling benefit for WhitmasWalker Foodbank took place.
A Yom HaShoahShabbat Service was held, and the Jewis
Study Center sponsored a class on Sexual Orientation. N
congregants rented a van for a weekend journey to Ellis
Il sl and. Finally, the first
place.

o c O
- = (n
- O

= >

ne

In April 2002 Milton Stern was president. The congregation
received a request from the DC Minyan for the use of the |Ark
and Torah Scrolls on thé'and 3 Saturday mornings. The
request was approved. Several congregants expressed 3
desire to begin Friday Night services at 8:00. They decided

to table this discussion.
the previous mo n200MWeomed of ¥aloy
a program of the Jewi sh Wg

Anna Sokolow and was led by Rabbi Berner. This was
followed by ayom haShoahShabbat service. A Service
Leaders workshop was held, and a seridsanfy Jewish
History courses was led by Rabbi Saks. The first
congregational Volunteer Recognition Shabbat took place,
and Scott Reiter received the Dace Stone Volunteer of th}

Year Award. Game Night took place at the end of the month,

aswellad a g B 6n@Rook Creek Park.

SOC|

wa s

Th
SSi |
me n |
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Adult Story -telling

Brunch May 20 th">012 Community News? Let Us Know!

Dondét miss {ielirg Adul
Brunch, May 20, 11:30 1:30, at the

DCJCC, sponsored by the Bet
Mishpachah education committee.

Did y%l Iget a promotion? Has a new niece or nephew arrived lately? Did you solve
tﬁe entir an&'aMew York Timesrossword, in ink? Send any cause fonazel tov
to secretary@betmish.arg

Our storyteller, Bob Rovinsky, has

been telling stories for more than 25

years. He is a founding member of the

AVoices in the Glel - -
(www.voicesintheglen.olgwho - "
provides storytelling to groups and

events throughout the Washington DC
area. _—

Bob has merged his passion for
storytelling with his interest in folk
dancing and modern dance and studied
under Liz Lerman, an internationally
known choreographer and director of a
professional company of dancers in
Washington, D.C. He has performed
at synagogues, birthday parties, and

other events. His repertoire includes Wlshmg you
stories from all over the world, and .
span folk tales, true stories, wisdom pcace, prosperlty,
tales and stories with a moral point. g 00 d h e alth an d

On May 20" Bob will weave happiness alwayS

information about the importance of
%ﬁ (Prssanen

storytelling in Jewish tradition, and
what makes a story
stories from different religious,

cultural and ethnic origins. He will

also focus on our value for this year
and share stories about compassion.

This is an event |y
miss. Free to members, $5 for ron
members in advance. RSVP to
oneg@betmish.orgy May 14 for this
unique opportunity.

The Jewish Federation )
€ JC OF CSEREATEEF:QC\lNESHII\tJG%N ;Jnlt.eﬂ
ewis

shalomdc.org Endowment
301-230-7200 Fund
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Michael Mandel to Resume

Leadership of Tachdoshi
Choirodos Next Per for mance

t
Wi

m
|

Michael Mandel has graciously agreed to return to the position of artistic directg
Tachdédshowrn mcongregati onds choir. H
and the last time he led it was at High Holy Days 1992, before leaving the
Washington area for education as a cantor. He was invested as a cantor by the
Hebrew Union College, Jewish Institute of Religion, in June 1997.

When he came back to Washington, he rejoined the choir, lending his beautiful
to the group and to many cantorial solos at our services. We are lucky to bene
from his inspiring leadership of our choir in meaningful participation in our religi
services, not to mention his talent as a composer and arranger of Jewish liturgi
music.

From 1993 to 20111 a ¢ h 6 svdsied by Michael Resnick, who took the choir t
new heights of performance, including more significant roles in our services at
Holy Days and throughout the year, concerts before other audiences in the
Washington and Baltimore areas and at the International GALA Choruses Fest
and the recording of a CBamily and Friends.Michael was thanked for his long,
successful t e nur BAnmiversatylServics ip Dezegnbeg 20103
which he led the choir in a pesérvice concert.

2012 is a year of transition fara ¢ h 6 .sBesided tm change in artistic director,
we are realigning many of the other administrative responsibilities within the ch
In addition, we hope to integrate some new choir members (see accompanying
about auditions). Given all this change, we have decided not to performas a c
until the High Holy Days. This will allow us to focus on providing a quality and
spiritual participation in the High Holy Days services, and it will give ample time
the new voices i a ¢ h 6 solearn d gneat deal of music.

However, service leaders are always welcome to request participation in their
services by one or more memberdah ¢ h 6 byhdirettly eontacting those

individuals. The decision to perform, as well as any other details, will be betwe
the service leaders and the choir members (as opposed to it being a decision o
performance by the choir).
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Queen Esther Fund

Exceeds Goal!
[ |
Bet Mishpachah held its annual Purim
r o service on the evening of March 7 at the
JCC. Several congregants arrived in fullp
costume, with wigs, makeup, and even
penguin suits in full display, making a
joyous event even more entertaining.
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voil n the midst of alll
fit | congregational value, the power of
bus compassion, was also in full display, as
cal | we passed the proverbial hat for
donations to this
Queen Esther Fund, the House of Ruth.
b | The House of Ruth is a leading provider
Higl of services to women and their families
who have suffered from homelessness
val, and domestic violence, helping them to
establish safe and stable lives.

y
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We are very pleased to announce that

we have surpassed our goal of $1,000,

raising $1,250 for this worthy

oir./Organi zati on! It

art kindness and social awareness of our

hoir congregation that we could combine an
evening of fun and levity with a

for| consciousness of our responsibility to be
good Jews and good human beings.
Thank you to all who participated in the
Purim service and those who gave to the
Queen Esther Fund!
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Choir to Hold Auditions This Month

T a c h 6 &jéwel® iisrthe Bet Mishpachah choir, which has enhanced the beauty of

our services for several decaddsa ¢ h & & looking taradd new jewels to our

group. With our new artistic director, Michael Mandel, we are looking to the future

and would like to add some new voices.

Would you be interested in singing with us? We would like to hear from anyone
interested in joining a ¢ h 6 .sWhiletthe ability to sightead music is not a

requirement, a love of Jewish choral music, a pleasant voice, and the ability to blend

in vocally and personally are. We will be holding auditions on Wednesday, Apri
and Wednesday, May 2, at 7:30pm in Washington (rretoessible location).

Please contact Carl Spatzrail: cspatz60@yahoo.carhome: 202966-8382; cell:
202-345-6491) for more information and location specifics.
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