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President’s Column: Farewell Address—A
Privilege and Honor to Serve
By Stuart Sotsky
It has again been my privilege to serve as President of Bet
Mishpachah for a second term during this past year. It is with
considerable satisfaction that I can report that the state of the
Congregation remains strong with sustained growth in
(Continued on page 6)

Pop Up Class on End of Life Planning
and Medical Ethics
Rabbi Laurie Green will be teaching a pop up class
Thursday January 12, 2017, at 7:00 pm at the EDC
JCC. This totally free-standing class is not to be
missed.

“Jewish Views on End of Life Planning and
Medical Ethics – Euthanasia, Living Wills,
Ethical Wills, Allocation of Resources, and the
Matter of Death.”
Death is the one experience all human beings will
share and Judaism has a lot to say about it. This
class will address practical questions, like how to
plan, what to ask, how to leave a legacy, and when
to . . . well . . . just leave. We’ll explore bioethics
questions, values questions, and matters of
philosophy. This may be the most practical and
the most meaningful Jewish class you ever take,
because, someday you’re gonna need it.
The class is free for members. Nonmembers are
requested to make a donation of $10.

Board Installation Dinner and Shabbat
On Friday, January 27

Popular Saturday Salon Continues on
Second Saturdays at the Edlavitch JCC

As we usher the beginning of a new secular calendar year we
welcome our new Board of Directors members for 2017:

Join the dozen or more Bet Mishpachah members
and others who have been attending the popular
Saturday Salon series co-sponsored by Bet
Mishpachah and the Edlavitch JCC on the second
Saturday of each month. The Salon starts at 12:45
pm in the Community Hall following our Shabbat
morning service (with Torah reading and
discussion) and delicious Kiddush luncheon.

David Schwarz - President
Davi LaBarre - Treasurer
Paula Morris - Director of Programming
Rachel Wolkowitz - Director of Community Affairs
Sue Silber - Director of Congregational Affairs
JonRobert Johnson - Director of Administration
These new members will join the following members, who
will continue their service on the Board:

Douglas Auerbach - Secretary
Eileen Greenberg - Director of Membership
Larry Neff - Director of Religious Affairs
The Board Installation Shabbat service will take place on
Friday, January 27 at 8 pm at the EDC JCC. It will be
preceded by a Congregational dinner at Trio’s Restaurant
located at 1537 17th Street NW at 6 pm. Please RSVP to
Brian Parks by Thursday, January 19 at
programmingdirector@betmish.org to attend.

The Salons are taught/facilitated by Rabbi JoHanna
Potts, a superb teacher and discussion leader who
explores concepts in modern American Jewish life
through relevant Jewish and other texts to make
(Continued on page 2)
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January 14 - Hope
February 11 - Divine Do-Overs
March 11 - Otherness
April 8 - Freedom & Responsibility
May 13 - Covenant/Memories
June 10 - Justice
Rabbi Potts is the former director of the Department of Jewish Life and
Learning at the Jewish Federation of Greater Washington. Her teaching
passion is to bring enjoyment to Jewish learning and to empower people to
create lives of meaning through Jewish study. Previously she served as
Director of Education at Temple Solel and at Temple Shalom, as Director of
the Primary School at Washington Hebrew Congregation, and as Director of
the Middle School at Gesher Jewish Day School. In 2006, JoHanna served
as co-chair of the Conference for Alternatives in Jewish Education (CAJE) at
Duke University. She has been involved with the EDC JCC Jewish
Women’s Project and helped coordinate and lead the group’s text study.
JoHanna currently teaches at the Florence Melton School of Adult Jewish
Learning, a Women’s Torah Study Group, and conducts teacher training
workshops. (And she’s the sister of long-time Bet Mishpachah service leader
and past president Ruth Potts.)
We’ve invited JCC members attending the class to join us for our Kiddush
lunch before the Saturday Salon. The EDC JCC reimburses us for their
meals; lunch is free for Bet Mishpachah members and others who attend our
Shabbat morning service.
You can register for the Saturday Salon on the EDC JCC website. The cost
to the public is $20/class; only $15 for Bet Mishpachah members.

We hope you’ll join us from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon for our meaningful
Shabbat morning services, Torah reading and thoughtful discussion followed
by our Kiddush lunch on the second and fourth Saturdays of every month and
that on the second Saturdays you’ll stay for Rabbi JoHanna Potts lively,
thoughtful and informative Saturday Salon.

Do you want to join Bet
Mishpachah?
Membership is an
opportunity to develop
friendships, learn,
become involved in
your heritage, and
support the only LGBT synagogue
in the Washington, DC area.
To join Bet Mishpachah as a
member is easy, just visit
www.betmish.org today.
Questions, e-mail
membershipdirector@betmish.org.
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Here is Just What You Were Dying to Know

SAVE THE DATE:

Death and dying are a part of life. Nobody gets out of here alive. How we
live our lives and prepare for death is what matters. This article will discuss
the latter of these two points. How we prepare for death as a community.

Bet Mishpachah’s superb Choir,
Tach’shitim, will sing at our
Shabbat services on Friday,
February 24 at 8:00 pm during
Jewish Music Month. Paula
Morris and Louis Blank will co-lead
our monthly “Classic Bet
Mishpachah” service that night.

First a little Bet Mishpachah history. Early in its existence, around 1980,
Bet Mishpachah joined the Jewish Funeral Practices Committee (JFPC) of
Greater Washington. They didn’t care that we were the “Gay” synagogue;
we were Jews who wanted to learn and help others dealing with the
traditional practices of Judaism with respect to death and funerals as well as
protecting families from economic exploitation at a vulnerable time. So the
JFPC was the first regional, non-Gay Jewish organization to welcome our
membership and participation. I have had the honor of representing Bet
Mishpachah on the JFPC since the mid 1980s and serve as treasurer. In
September of 2016, the JFPC and the Jewish Community Relations Council
(JCRC), which we joined a little later, celebrated and honored Bob Hausman
with a tribute luncheon as he stepped down as President of the JFPC after 40
years of leadership. Bet Mishpachah contributed via its annual tzedakah
activity to the Education and Scholarship Fund established in Bob’s honor.

The main activities of the JFPC are education about traditional Jewish
practices among all sectors of Judaism, and maintaining contracts for ritually
correct Jewish funerals at two funeral homes in the area at a modest price
(about 1/3 to ½ less than most commercially available funerals). It is also
one of the founders of Kavod v’Nichum, the North American organization of
chevrei kidiesha and bereavement support committees. If there is anything
you want to know about Jewish funerals, it can be found on its web site,
Jewish-funerals.org. Check it out.
Bet Mishpachah also has a cemetery section at the historic Elesavetgrad
Cemetery in SE Washington. There, members of the congregation and their
immediate families can acquire grave sites. The cemetery is about 110 years
old and is very well maintained. The 86 year old chapel is currently in the
process if being restored and renovated. You can see the beautiful mosaics
and murals that already have been added and the new arching windows. The
next step will be to renovate the interior chapel space. In October, 30 trees
were planted in the cemetery lining the drives to our section.
A stone monument and a small garden around it mark our section of the
cemetery. Also in October, Rod Ross and I replaced some of the plantings
and spruced up the garden. Rod recently joined the Cemetery Committee
and serves as back up for me for information about acquiring a grave site on
a pre-need basis and arranging for a burial when needed. We serve as
liaisons to Elesavetgrad, and I serve on their board as Bet Mishpachah’s
representative.
So I hope this is making you think about your own situation. Regardless of
your age now, do you want to die with no arrangements made and leaving it
to your family or friends to make decisions and arrangements in a crisis
mode? Or do you want to set things up while you are hale and hearty
without the pressures of urgency?
If you have questions about funerals or cemeteries and want to make
arrangements on a pre-need basis, contact us at cemetery@betmish.org or
call me (Allan Armus) at 703-525-4261, and we can talk about what to do
and what your options are.

Join us on February 24 for a joyous
Shabbat service enhanced with the
beautiful voices of our wonderful
choir, led by talented director Dr.
Wayne Kemp, voice professor at the
Levine School of Music.
New Member Shabbat in
conjunction with our Rock N Scroll
Service, on Friday, March 3. Hor s
d’oeuvres and wine before services.
Saturday, Match 11 at 7:00 pm
Purim Service and Megilla Reading
led by Alex Carter and Rabbi Ben
Shalva.

World Congress
of GLBT Jews
Annual Board Meeting
and Shabbaton
March 16 – 18, 2017
The World Congress of GLBT Jews,
of which Bet Mishpachah is a
founding member, will be hosted by
JAG, of Buenos Aires, Argentina for
their annual Board Meeting and
Shabbaton March 16 – 18, 2017.
Events will include picnics at
Palermo Gardens and Puerto Madero,
a visit to the Israeli Embassy, and a
Shabbat dinner. Transportation to
the Israeli embassy will be provided.
Cost for all events is $100. Contact
Barbara Goldberg, (703) 548-1086 or
vp@glbtjews.org, for information on
nearby hotels and updated event.
Visit www.glbtjews.org or
www.facebook.com/glbtjews to learn
more about the World Congress and
for updates about the March Board
meeting in Buenos Aires.
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Classic Service led by
Paula Morris and Louis
Blank, with the
Tach’shitim Choir,
EDC JCC

Morning Service led by
Ruth Potts and Alex
Carter, EDC JCC
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Service led by Rabbi
Laurie Green and Alex
Carter, EDC JCC
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Rabbi Laurie Green and
Vinny Prell, Ellie
Gordon—Torah reader;
12:45pm Saturday Salon
-a monthly Shabbat
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Divine Do-Overs
facilitated by Rabbi
JoHanna Potts, EDC
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Articles, columns and
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President’s Column
(Continued from page 1)

membership, renewal and innovation in our religious
services and liturgy for Shabbat and High Holidays,
popular and interesting social and educational
programming, active collaboration with other Jewish
and LGBT organizations, and a secure financial
foundation for the future. We have continued to benefit
from the energy and commitment of our Rabbi, Laurie
Green, and an exceptional Board of Directors, who, on
behalf of the Congregation, have given generously of
their time and effort, with great dedication and
responsibility and with a spirit of respectful collegiality.
And none of this would have been possible without the
generous volunteer and financial support of you, the
members of the Congregation, through your service on
our important committees and in so many other ways
throughout the year. I am grateful to you all for what
you give every day to sustain our community of LGBT
Jews, friends, families, and allies.

We continued to implement the revised policies on
membership and dues adopted last year under the
leadership of Treasurer Bob Hollis and Director of
Membership Eileen Greenberg. These included a
simplified membership renewal form and dues structure
that better reflected the values and goals of Bet
Mishpachah to encourage membership by lowering the
cost of new and young adult membership and to
encourage generosity by establishing memberships at
enhanced levels of support. We actively promoted
membership in lieu of tickets for those joining us for
High Holy Day services, and eased the process for dues
adjustment for those unable to afford full base dues.
The membership committee has reached out personally
and by mail to existing and potential future members for
the purpose of recruitment and retention and worked
diligently to engage our newest members. As a result of
these considerable efforts, I can report that we have
been able to sustain and increase the growth of
membership for a second year after several past years of
decline. We retained 88% of our continuing Full
Members and 42% or our New First Year Members,
which was more than expected. We added 36 new
members this year of whom 18 were under 30 years old,
and 3 were students. We were also delighted to
welcome back home several former members, including
Michael Resnick, Deb Montanino and Joan Sherman,
among others. As of the end of November, Bet
Mishpachah has a very healthy total membership of 204
people!
Of course, our membership and fundraising efforts
alone do not account for the vitality and growth of the
Congregation. The flourishing of our religious services,
support for our congregants in times of need, innovative
social, cultural and educational programs, and outreach
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to the broader Jewish and LGBT communities, have
stimulated a noticeable increase in attendance and
enthusiastic participation in our events by members and
non-members alike. Under the leadership of Director of
Religious Affairs Larry Neff and the Religious Affairs
Committee, we have renewed the contract with Rabbi
Ben Shalva to provide stimulating song leadership
monthly and on special Shabbats and serve as Cantor
for High Holy Days. Another important musical
initiative was the contract and appointment of Dr.
Wayne Kemp of the Levine School of Music to be our
new choir director with expansion of Tach’shitim
to eight members providing glorious vocal music for
High Holy Day services, and, we anticipate, for selected
services throughout the year. Our High Holy Day
services were wonderful this year under the leadership
of Ruth Potts, Vinny Prell, and Rachel Wolkowitz with
logistical support from Barry Friedman, Barbara
Goldberg and many volunteers. The new “Classic Bet
Mishpachah” Shabbat services on the fourth Fridays led
by Paula Morris and an excellent Purim service and
Megillah reading led by Alex Carter and Rabbi Shalva,
were highlights. Our joyous annual Pride Shabbat was
attended by 350 people at 6th and I Historic Synagogue,
and we co-sponsored the annual Simchat Torah service
there as well. We have collaborated with the JCC on
sponsorship of the popular Saturday Salon classes with
Rabbi JoHanna Potts after our morning service and
Kiddush luncheon on the second Saturday of the month.
We had a very special S’lichot service led by Alex
Carter and Ruth Potts during which we invited back
Rabbi Julia Watts Belser to teach and we dedicated our
new Holy Ark. The Liturgy Committee under the
leadership of Scott Reiter has presented us with the softcover edition of our new Siddur to general acclaim and
continues to work toward its publication in hardcover
next year.
Our Programming and Community Affairs team of
Brian Parks and Noah Wofsy have continued a vigorous
outreach agenda to partner with other LGBT and Jewish
groups and organizations with particular efforts to
recruit new and younger members. They have helped
organize and promote popular and enjoyable programs,
often in collaboration with other Board members in
Religious Affairs or Membership, and our Social
Coordinator Mindy Gasthalter, such as the New
Member Shabbat, the Sukkot Wine and Schmooze, the
March Women’s reception, Havdala in the Park, and the
recent Chanuka Party. They organized and publicized
our special 40th Anniversary Brunch, participation in
the 17th Street Festival, and all of our Pride week
festivities. They arranged co-sponsorship of the recent
Federation LGBT event with Israeli filmmaker Gal
Uchovsky, beginning a working relationship we hope
(Continued on page 7)
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President’s Column
(Continued from page 6)

will grow in the coming years. Similarly they have
established a connection with the new gay Jewish
director of Theater J, Adam Immerwahr, leading to the
first few of what we hope will be many exciting
Congregational theater events. Of course, we are also
proud that Al Munzer has taken a leading role with the
Council of Theater J. Brian and Noah have also worked
actively with the Education Committee chaired by Jeff
Kahn to arrange and promote the Rabbi’s Spring and
Fall classes, the guest speaking engagement of Raffi
Freedman-Gurspan, the first openly transgender staff of
the White House, and our incredibly successful spring
Shabbaton on Diversity and Inclusion with
extraordinary guest speakers Rabbi Belser and Chai
Feldblum, the first openly LGBT Commissioner of the
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission. Through
the efforts of President Frank Giaoi and Vice President
Barbara Goldberg, the Shabbaton was combined with
the meeting of the Board of the World Congress of
GLBT Jews, with special guest speakers Dr. Dana
Beyer, transgender and political activist and Harry
Samuels of the American Jewish World Service,
allowing us to meet and hear from our brothers and
sisters from around the world.
Following the adoption of the new bylaws, this was the
first year in which we fully implemented the
reorganization of the Board of Directors, with each
Director having a clearly defined scope of
responsibilities and portfolio of committees to oversee
as well as creating teams of Board members in related
areas to work together. These changes have contributed
to a more efficient, better coordinated and more
responsible administration of our Congregation as well
as a more harmonious operation of the Board itself.
Much of this may not be apparent to you as a great deal
happens behind the scenes. Douglas Auerbach has done
an excellent job as Secretary, taking on new
responsibility for coordinating and integrating the flow
of consistent information and communication within Bet
Mishpachah, between the Board and membership, in the
newsletter Mishpachah Matters, on the website, and by
regular e-mail of This Week and Beyond and ad hoc
atcbm notices. In doing so he has worked with Mike
Goldstein, Jeff Burka, Marc Bernstein, Davi LaBarre
and others. We are all grateful for the efforts of Barry
Friedman, who volunteered to serve again as Director of
Administration when Tim Kynerd resigned and moved
unexpectedly. His skillful management of the
relationship with the JCC and his logistical support
provided the critical infrastructure on which the work of
all the other members of the Board has depended. With
the help of Barry, Larry Neff, Paula Morris and others,
we undertook a long deferred search for a new
Administrator, combining previous responsibilities with

Page 7

aspects of the role of our previous Program
Administrator. We could not be more delighted to have
appointed a new member, Anne Buckwalter, to this
position, and she has already proven herself to be of
invaluable service to the Board and the Congregation,
including upgrading our member information, reports
and communications, producing programs and
brochures, and assisting with events.
We have had more than our share of sicknesses and
deaths this past year within our Congregational family.
It is at difficult times such as these that the
compassionate support of our members are most evident
in the wonderful work of our Bikur Cholim and
Bereavement Committees, chaired by Leti Gomez and
Bev Nissenbaum, under the leadership of Paula Morris,
Director of Congregational Affairs, with the deeply
appreciated pastoral counseling of Rabbi Green. Paula
has also worked with Bruce Horowitz and the Social
Action/Social Justice Committee on a number of public
policy statements and charitable efforts. I have come to
appreciate greatly my personal working relationship
with Rabbi Green and her commitment to the
Congregation and its improvement, to inclusiveness,
conversion and welcoming people into the Bet
Mishpachah family. Her participation in regular
meetings with the Board has helped greatly in
communication and coordination of our efforts together.
I also want to express appreciation to the Rabbinic
Liaison Committee, chaired by Sue Silber, with Al
Munzer and Barbara Goldberg, for their sensitive
assistance.
Lastly, I cannot overstate the extraordinary performance
of Bob Hollis as Treasurer over the past two years. He
has overseen the finances, contracts and budgets of the
Congregation with skillful and careful attention to detail
and the broader context, helping to support the
development of Bet Mishpachah and its membership in
many ways and find ways to support financially the
many activities undertaken with other members of the
Board. His research and analyses have been vital to
planning and policy decisions of the Board. He has
devoted generously of his time and effort. He has
contributed importantly to the professional and collegial
tone of Board deliberations with characteristic modesty,
and I have personally come to respect and depend on his
wise counsel.
I am very proud of the team I have led to direct Bet
Mishpachah both this year and last year. The
Congregation has greatly benefited from their talent,
judgment and commitment. I have worked with the
Nominating Committee this year to help recruit and
select several exceptional members to serve on the next
Board, as you will hear later from Noah Wofsy, and I

(Continued on page 8)
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A Generation of Dreamers: Membership,
Money, Our Visions and Our Dreams
Rabbi’s Drash to the Annual Meeting 5777
December 18, 2016
Congregation Bet Mishpachah
Rabbi Laurie Green
To the prophet Habakkuk, God declared:
“Write the vision; make it plain upon tablets . . . If it seems
slow, wait for it; it will surely come . . .” (Hab. 2:2-3).
Forty years ago, our founders dreamed an impossible dream.
They envisioned a synagogue nothing like the congregations
they grew up in—a shul where they, as gay men, could truly
be themselves. They were soon joined by a few lesbians, and
much later by bisexuals and trans* folks and straight allies.
They dreamed big, yet, they couldn’t have imagined what was
to come—both good and bad. They certainly didn’t envision
the year the AIDS Memorial Quilt came to D. C. over Y om
Kippur and we welcomed 400 people to Yizkor. They
couldn’t imagine marriage equality or a black president or a
lesbian rabbi. And they didn’t dream that, someday, the
synagogue they founded would have half a million dollars.
They would be in awe of what we have become.
Our founders had their fears. Some of you remember when
dues were raised from $18 to $36, and the fear that people
would quit in outrage. But the dues went up, nobody left, and
the shul kept growing, and they kept dreaming impossible
dreams.
But what of our congregation today? We have much to be
grateful for! I don’t mean the presidential election. Lets try
to put politics aside long enough to acknowledge that we have
had an AMAZING year! I know I said it last year, and we
might have actually topped last year. By most any measure,
we are on the ascent.
I am so proud and so honored to be your rabbi. It is truly a
great pleasure.
I want to offer an incomplete list of thank yous. First to the
Nominating Committee, for a hard job wisely done. To the
choir, and their new Director, for miraculously sounding even
better than they already did, again guaranteeing that every
note ascends to Heaven. To our Service Leaders and the
Religious Affairs and Liturgy Committees, for being the best
partners a rabbi could have. And especially to Larry, Scott
and Ruth, who have done more than you’ll ever know. Our
endless gratitude to all those who have made our High Holy
Days, our Shabbos, and our liturgy, even better than they
were before.

What the Nominating Committee, the Choir, and the Service
Leaders have in common is that what they do is much harder
(Continued on page 9)
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President’s Column
(Continued from page 7)

want to thank Noah, Brian Parks and Leti Gomez
for their hard work on this task. As a founding
member of Bet Mishpachah, I am deeply
gratified that our efforts have been able to further
develop and strengthen our community, grow our
membership, encourage a new generation of
leaders, revitalize our common Jewish life,
professionalize our services while strengthening
our lay leadership, and respond to the changes in
the Jewish and LGBT communities, not with
defensive exclusion and insularity, but with open
outreach, confident inclusion and mutually
beneficial alliances. Of course, we have made
some mistakes along the way and we have not
been able undertake all that we would wish
within this year.
In the year ahead Bet Mishpachah has a number
of new opportunities and challenges. With the
retirement of Barbara Goldberg after many years
as Kiddush and Oneg Coordinator, the Board has
an opportunity to consider how to integrate the
various hospitality functions of the synagogue,
including congregational dinners, hospitality for
guest speakers, the Shabbaton, and others,
perhaps in a Hospitality Committee under the
Director of Administration, as well as how to
better budget for these functions. We need to
return to consideration of hiring a bookkeeping
service to assist the Treasurer in the many
routine and time-consuming tasks of that
position. The new Board should reinvigorate the
function of several committees and stimulate
opportunities for direct participation of members
in community events, such as advocacy and
social justice. I would encourage continued
review and discussion of the use and
management of the Congregation’s so-called
restricted funds to assure that they contribute
actively to the development and operation of Bet
Mishpachah, particularly those I refer to as
Designated rather than Restricted Funds, such as
the Housing Fund and the Endowment Fund.
Further it would be very helpful to move forward
on the long discussed need to establish a
Development Committee under the Treasurer to
address the management and investment of
Congregational funds, long-term fundraising and
member estate planning. I look forward to
working with the new President and Board to
help sustain the vitality and growth of Bet
Mishpachah. I am sincerely grateful for the
honor of serving as your President.
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Rabbi’s Drash to the Annual Meeting 5777
(Continued from page 8)

than those of you who’ve never done it could possibly
imagine. They combine incredibly hard work with
natural talent and unnatural wisdom to do for us what
we cannot do for ourselves. And they don’t get enough
appreciation.

The bereavement team has certainly been overworked
lately. Our gratitude to them, to our Bikur Cholim
team, to all our committees and committee chairs, and
all our volunteers. A warm welcome to Anne and much
deserved thanks to Anne and to Rick! I want to thank
our appealers, our donors and all the people who give
countless hours which save us literally tens of thousands
of dollars a year on services we would otherwise pay
for—such as website management and siddur editing
and bookkeeping.
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upon tablets”—well, okay, he didn’t actually quote
Habakkuk. I’m embellishing a little, but we spoke of
strengthening what is already so strong, and considering
our long-term future.
David then identified two areas he thought might be
significant. He’d like to use his Presidency to further
bring down the average age of our membership, and to
improve our finances. David, I think I speak for most
of us when I say, here here. But wanting to do
something and actually doing it are not the same thing.
So I hope I speak for all of us when I say—sign me up.
We want to be clear that nothing is wrong. David
doesn’t think we have money problems or membership
problems. I don’t either. It’s not that things are bad.
They’re good. And they could be even better. And
now is the time to build on our success.

My thanks to each of the presidents I’ve had the honor
of working with. To Joel, Diane, Liora and Stuart, who
have guided our mishpuchah through a few rocky years,
each contributing to our arriving stronger than the year
before, and to bringing us to this season.

This week, our parsha speaks of dreamers. We meet
Joseph as a teenager, and his father, Jacob is middle
aged. In a few weeks, Jacob will die, and then Joseph.
As they grew older and wiser, when they looked at the
next generation and thought—OY VEY!

My gratitude to every member of the outgoing board. A
more dedicated and level-headed bunch is hard to find.
To Bob, who allowed us to twist his arm into taking a
job he didn’t want—and who does it with endless
dedication, precision and discretion. And especially to
Stuart, who also allowed us to twist his arm, twice, and
who sweated for us every day.

The midrash tells of Jacob’s deathbed. Joseph brings
his sons to say goodbye to grandpa, and Jacob is
horrified to see that his grandchildren look and sound
Egyptian! “These kids today, with their Egyptian
headdress and their Hieroglyphic comic books.” Jacob
is horrified!

TRUE STORY, two years ago, a 20-something member
politely complained to me about the selection of what
she called “yet another older man of the founding
generation” to serve as president. I assured her that
Stuart was, in my view, the right person at the right
time, and a strong leader who would get results. About
a year ago, this member said to me, “you were right,
rabbi. They sure are getting things done.” So
especially to you, Stuart, and to the recent and outgoing
boards—they noticed! And I noticed! Thank you.
And speaking of older men serving our congregation, I
am very much looking forward to working together. I
know that many of you don’t know David well, yet, and
he is very much looking forward to meeting you. I just
want to say how impressed I am with David. His
wisdom and vision will serve us well.
When I asked David what he most wanted to do as
president, he said his first priority was to not mess with
anything that was working well, and that most things
seemed to be working well. And indeed, things are
working very well. David then went on to speak of
developing a vision of our congregation for the next 40
years. He told me: “Write the vision; make it plain

Like some of your parents were horrified. “These kids
today with their long hair and their loud rock n’roll. I
just want my child to give me grandchildren.”
And like some of you may feel when you come to Bet
Mishpachah, deep down, where those unspeakable
thoughts reside, some tiny part of you may be thinking
“These kids today with their gender-queer clothes and
their constantly changing pronouns. Yet they can’t wait
to get married and make babies. Don’t they realize we
made it so they don’t have to get married and make
babies. Oy. I don’t even recognize my own shul
anymore.”
I include myself in this group. Even though I’m
married with kids and barely still 30-something, I too
think these kids today, and I sometimes forget to ask
their pronouns.
So I have teased, intentionally, some of you about your
age, and I did it to make a point! Generational conflict
is as old as the Jewish people. This is a challenge every
shul faces. We want young members. We just don’t
want to change too fast to accommodate them. Yet
change is inevitable.
(Continued on page 10)
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Rabbi’s Drash to the Annual Meeting 5777
(Continued from page 9)

I am strongly committed to serving the needs of our
long-time members, and to maintaining the unique
customs that make Bet Mishpachah so special. And
David and Stuart and so many others are as well. That’s
why we started Classic Shabbat. We need to do more to
honor our elders, and to respond to their concerns.
We also need to do more to attract and retain 20somethings and 30-somethings. We’ve made great
progress in this area over the past three years. There is
more we can do. Perhaps it’s time to create a dedicated
budget line and a dedicated programming team, devoted
solely to young adults. Whether it’s young adults
without kids or young adults with kids or both, we’ll
have to decide. And we’re going to continue cultivating
young leadership. With both our older and younger
generations together at the helm, we are in for a great
ride.
Jacob learned that lesson. As he lay dying, surrounded
by his Egyptian grandsons who spoke no Hebrew, Jacob
was reassured by one thing. Hearing them recite the
shema. The fashions and the tunes will change, but our
core values remain.
Joseph was a dreamer, but he was also a pragmatist.
It’s one thing to understand that the famine is coming
and quite another to store enough grain. Joseph was
good with money and he didn’t wait for someone else to
take care of it. Joseph had a plan.

We don’t have a plan. We’ve made great progress,
despite this lack of a plan, but I don’t have to tell you
that we don’t have a development plan. You are always
telling me that. You chat with your friends about what
to do with the housing fund, debating whether the
endowment fund is actually really an endowment,
pondering whether we should hire a bookkeeper. You
tell me your personal opinions about our money, but we
don’t have an organized system that takes all those
opinions and all those ideas and generates an actual
system.
We do, however, have many other important things.
We have good values. We are serious about being a
home for everyone, regardless of their ability to pay.
Special thanks to Eileen and her team, for a successful
dues overhaul which included getting rid of the
requirement to explain why you can’t pay.

We are blessed with responsible, conservative, financial
management. Some of us think we’re too conservative
with our spending, and some of us think we’re just
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right, but nobody ever says we are wreckless with our
money. We have in the bank, more than enough to
cover our deficits and pay all our bills. Many
synagogues far larger than ours are not so lucky.
I am very proud of us. I have served congregations with
a pay-to-play attitude, and I am so thrilled to no longer
be declining requests to give people special attention.
We are at as much risk of becoming pay-to-play as we
are of becoming a bar mitzva factory. If that day ever
approaches, I will be the first to protest, but folks, it
won’t happen, and it won’t kill us to ask rich people for
money.
At our 40th anniversary celebration, I offered a
matching donation based on the total number of donors
who gave a 40th anniversary gift. The check I wrote
was for half the amount I had intended to give. Our
hope was to get some new donors and some additional
money, but largely it was the same people giving the
same dollars they always give. We are greatly indebted
to those of you who always give, and if you are a new
donor or if you made a real effort to up your gift, we
thank you from the bottom of our heart. But friends, we
are missing out. My matching, Morris’s matching,
income we’re not receiving on money we’re not
investing…we are literally leaving money on the table.

At our anniversary celebration, Noah wisely declared
that “those of us who are serious about this
congregation are going to have to get serious about
giving money.” That is true. It’s equally true that
“those of us who are serious about this congregation are
going to have to get serious about how we manage our
money, how we invest our money, how we feel about
our money, how we talk about our money, and how we
prioritize our money.”
We need a plan.
The forthcoming siddur presents not-to-be-missed
development opportunities, and there are other
possibilities. We may want a campaign to ask for
bequests . We might do small things like sign up for
Amazon Smile or more time consuming things like
collecting donations for an auction.
I am thrilled that two members have already come
forward to offer their assistance with development
efforts. We need more of you to step up. Even if you
don’t have financial expertise, you have other gifts.
You can sell ads or make phone calls. You can use
your design degree to decorate for an event. Please, tell
David what you are willing to do to help.

(Continued on page 11)
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Rabbi’s Drash to the Annual Meeting 5777

Welcome to Our New Members!

My teacher, Rabbi Larry Kushner, famously said: “how
a synagogue gets its money may be more important than
how much it has.” I have no doubt that is true.

Henry Brousseau
Ian Micah
Dana Cormack
Amy Falkow
Justin Margolis

(Continued from page 10)

I think I speak for most of us, myself included, when I
say that we could be at wealthier congregations. We
choose to be here. We don’t want fancy, but we do
want what’s best for our community. We want a choir
director to bring beautiful music. We want a visiting
scholar to bring great learning. We want money to
spend on social justice and outreach and other things
crucial to our mission. We want to build on our past
and ensure our future.

Welcome to Our Returning Members
Debra Montanino
Michael Resnick
Joan Sherman

Member Birthdays

We needed a new ark and Stuart generously funded it,
and the Art and Design Team artfully shepherded it. At
first we thought we’d give away the old ark. Then we
wisely changed our mind. We are storing the ark that
Martin Less donated in memory of his beloved David.
We are taking it with us, just as the Israelites took
Joseph’s bones with them when they left Egypt.

January

According to the midrash, the Israelites tried to leave
Egypt without Joseph’s bones, but God wouldn’t let
them. They were not worthy of redemption until they
kept their promise to the generations before.

February

The Israelites also needed money—hence the gold and
silver they “borrowed” from the Egyptians. They were
very practical.
And so, we too can take a lesson from our sacred past.
If we dream big, if we take our ancestors’ bones with
us, we too will find, 40 years from now, that the next
generation has entered the Promised Land, and that we
are credited for their success.
“Write the vision; make it plain upon tablets . . . If it
seems slow, wait for it; it will surely come . . .” (Hab.
2:2-3).

Congratulations on a job well done and blessings for a
dreamy 2017.

Matthew Nowakowski
Jon-Charles Smith
Jessica Tannenbaum
Benjamin Weigel

4
15
20
25
26
5
6
9
13
13
15
15
16
17
18
22
26

Barbara Becker
Eryca Kasse
Mark Dean-Goodman
John Kaboff
Steven Frank
Barry Kropf
Erica Gloger
Judy Barlas
Arthur Leabman
Michael Singer
Fran Sneider
Morris Umansky
Alex Ford
Elke Martin
Barbara Lewis
Joseph Pomper
Suzanne Wandersman

January Member Anniversaries
1
7
9
14

Miriam Eisenstein and Carol Stern
Mark Agrast and David Michael Hollis
Michael Greenwald and David Murphy
Robert Mapou and Michael Zufall

Febuary Member Anniversaries

What’s This?
Scan it with a QR code reader on your smartphone and find out!
Web: www.betmish.org
Facebook: http://on.fb.me/BetMishpachah
Twitter: twitter.com/betmish
E-mail: office@betmish.org

8
14
22
26

David Fox and Bob Margrave
Al Stern and Angelo Sierra
Sheila Hess and Suzanne Perry
Denise Leish and Suzanne Wandersman
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Tu Bi-Sh’vat: New Year of the Trees
This year the holiday of Tu Bi-Sh’vat, literally, the fifteenth
day of the month of Sh’vat, falls on February 11, 2017
(starting the night before, like all Jewish days). It is also
called Rosh ha-Shana La-ilanot, literally “the New Year of
the Trees,” one of four New Years in the Hebrew calendar.

Tu Bi-Sh’vat goes back to the Biblical prohibition in Leviticus
19:23 against eating the fruit of trees produced during the first
three years after they are planted. After that, the fruit may be
eaten and is subject to the annual tithing to the Temple. Fruit
that ripens on trees before Tu Bi-Sh’vat is considered as
belonging to the previous year when determining if it is
subject to tithing.
Tu Bi-Sh’vat appears in the Mishnah (the earlier part of the
Talmud, redacted by Judah the Prince at the beginning of the
third century of the Common Era) in Tractate Rosh Hashanah
2a as one of four New Years in the Jewish calendar. When
the New Years actually occur was debated by the rabbis, who
concluded they occur on:
1. The 1st of Nisan, the new year for kings and festivals.
2. The 1st of Elul, the new year for animal tithes.
3. The 1st of Tishrei (which we think of today as Rosh haShana), the new year for calculating the calendar, sabbatical
years and jubilees, and for planting and sowing.
4. The 1st of Shevat, according to the school of Rabbi
Shamai, while the school of Rabbi Hillel said it was the 15th
of Shevat. As in most cases, the school of Rabbi Hillel
prevailed and the 15th of Sh’vat became the date for
calculating the beginning of the agricultural cycle for the
purpose of Biblical tithes.

Thank You to Our November
and December Service Leaders
Friday, November 4: Rabbi Laurie Green and Rabbi
Ben Shalva
Friday, November 11: Allan Armus
Saturday, November 12: Rabbi Laurie Green
Friday, November 18: Rabbi Laurie Green and Rabbi
Ben Shalva
Friday, November 25: Louis Blank
Saturday, November 26: Jeff Burka
Friday, December 2: Al Munzer and Rabbi Ben Shalva
Friday, December 9: Larry Neff
Saturday, December 10: Alex Carter
Friday, December 16: Rabbi Laurie Green and Rabbi
Mark Novak, Song Leader
Friday, December 23: Rabbi Laurie Green
Saturday, December 24: Rabbi Laurie Green
Friday, December 30: Jeff Burka and Marc Bernstein
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In the Middle Ages, Tu Bi-Sh’vat was celebrated with a feast
of fruits in keeping with the Mishna’s description of the
holiday as a New Year.
After the exile from Spain in 1492, in the 16th century the
kabbalist Rabbi Yitzchak Luria of Tz’fat and his disciples
instituted a Tu Bi-Sh’vat Seder in which participants eat ten
specific fruits and drink four cups of wine in a specific order
going from white wine to blended to red.
Today in Israel and the diaspora, the Tu Bi-Sh’vat Seder is
celebrated by many Jews, both religious and secular. Special
Haggadot have been written for the Tu Bi-Sh’vat Seder. Tu
Bi-Sh’vat is also celebrated as an ecological awareness day,
with trees planted in celebration.

Tree-planting in Israel on Tu Bi-Sh’vat goes back to 1890,
when Rabbi Ze’ev Yavetz, one of the founders of the
Mizrachi movement, took his students to plant trees in the
agricultural colony of Zichron Ya’akov. In 1908 this custom
was adopted by the Jewish Teachers Union. Later it was also
adopted by the Jewish National Fund (Keren Kayemet
L’Israel), which was established in 1901 to oversee land
reclamation and reforestation in Israel. Today the Jewish
National Fund schedules major tree-planting events in large
forests in Israel every Tu Bi-Sh’vat. Over a million Israelis
take part in the Jewish National Fund’s Tu Bi-Sh’vat treeplanting programs.
In keeping with the idea of Tu Bi-Sh’vat as marking the
annual revival of nature in early spring, many of Israel’s
major institutions have chosen Tu Bi-Sh’vat for beginning
major building programs. For example, the cornerstonelaying of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem took place on
Tu Bi-Sh’vat in 1918, the Technion in Haifa on Tu Bi-Sh’vat
in 1925, and the Knesset on Tu Bi-Sh’vat in 1949, less than a
year after independence was declared in May 1948. Clearly
Tu Bi-Sh’vat is an auspicious day for new beginnings.

Mazal Tov
Congratulations to Goldy Goldberg, whose work was
recognized by the Human Capital Management for
Government with the first place award for the Best
Leadership Development Program focused on training
and preparing future leaders and the second place award
for the Best Workforce Development Program in
advancing opportunities for high performing
employees.
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Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush Sponsors
Needed
Immediately seeking members or friends to sponsor our
Oneg Shabbat coffee/dessert social hours after services
on Friday nights each week and our Kiddush lunches
after services on the second and fourth Saturdays of
each month.
We provide coffee/tea, wine/grape juice and challah;
you provide soda/other drinks, desserts and other treats.
Shopping for goodies to share with your congregational
family works great; baking or other food preparation is
welcome but not required.
Please email oneg@betmish.org to volunteer for a date
in 2017. It can be in honor or in memory of a friend or
loved one or for a special occasion or for no reason at
all.

You can also send a donation to the Joel and Murray
Woldman Shabbat and Kiddush Fund at Bet
Mishpachah, Department 0520, Washington, DC 20073
-0520.

Thanks to Our October, November
and December Oneg Shabbat
and Kiddush Sponsors
Thanks to Allan, Bob, Barry, and Douglas for assisting
with shopping.
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October 21: Larry Berman, in memory of the yartzeit
of his father, Martin Berman
October 28: Paula Morris and Deb Hyman, in
celebration of our 33 years together as of November 14
November 4: Leti Gomez and Ruth Eisenberg, in honor
of their wedding and 16 years together
November 11: Mindy Gasthalter and Jocelyn Kaplan,
in honor of 22 years of friendship
November 12: Vinny Prell, in celebration of Bet
Mishpachah
November 18: Joel Wind, in celebration of Al’s
birthday
November 25: Louis Blank and Dan Yost, giving
thanks during the Thanksgiving season
November 26: Jeff Burka and Marc Bernstein, in the
spirit of giving thanks
December 2: Rodney Ross, celebrating hosting his first
Shabbat
December 9: Ted Xakellis, in memory of good friends
we’ve lost, especially James Bjorkman, Anita
Hasselstedt, and Richard Johns
December 10: Barbara and LySandra BradyGoldberg
and Barry Friedman, in appreciation for the 2016 Oneg
Shabbat and Kiddush sponsors and Goldy’s decade of
service to Bet Mishpachah
December 16: John Kaboff, just because
December 23: Elke Martin in honor of Barbara
Goldberg
December 30: Allan Armus, in celebration of his
birthday

Donations

 Jerald Goldberg, in memory of David Schwarz’s

We appreciate the generosity of our members and
friends, and recognize them for their support.
Contributions may be made at any time during the year.
To make a contribution, send a check payable to Bet
Mishpachah, to Bet Mishpachah, Department
0520,Washington, D.C. 20073-0520.

 Eileen Greenberg
 Bob Hollis and Donald Jewler, in memory of

October-November 2016 Member
Donations
OPERATING FUND
 Douglas Auerbach
 Barbara Becker and Jutta Brettschneider, in
honor of Lynda, who attended a Rosh ha-Shana
service for the first time
 Lawrence Berman
 Louis Blank, in honor of my parents, Mike and
Shelley Blank
 Andres Doernberg
 David Fox and Robert Margrave, in memory of
Michael Resnick’s father, Bernard Resnick

father, Robert Schwarz










Martin Less’s sister, Marilyn Hoffman, and in
memory of David Schwarz’s father
Jeff Kahn
Jocelyn Kaplan, in memory of Rabbi Marcus
Burstein
Maxine Klane and Elaine Raksis, in memory of
Deborah Potts, mother of Ruth Potts and
mother-in-law of Alex Carter
Davi LaBarre
Diane Liff and Georgia Korn, in memory of Andi
Kasarsky’s sister, Fern Dobuler; in memory of
David Schwarz’s father; in memory of Deborah
Potts; in memory of Deborah Hyman’s brother,
Mark Hyman
Al Munzer and Joel Wind, in memory of
Deborah Potts, in memory of Martin Less’s
sister, and in memory of David Schwarz’s father
Israel Sheinbein, in honor of Al Munzer and Don
Jewler’s birthdays
(Continued on page 14)
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Donations

(Continued from page 13)

 Warren Snaider
 Jessica Tannenbaum
 Noah Wofsy

DAVID GREEN SPECIAL PROJECTS FUND
 Jerald Goldberg, in memory of Martin Less’s
sister, Marilyn Hoffman
 Israel Sheinbein, in memory of Martin Less’s
sister, Marilyn Hoffman
WOLDMAN ONEG & KIDDUSH FUND
 Mindy Gasthalter, in memory of Mark G.’s
mother, Lucille Kirshner; JonRobert Johnson’s
mother, Mina Jean Johnson; in memory of David
Schwarz’s father; in memory of Michael
Resnick’s father; in memory of Andi Kasarsky’s
sister; and in memory of Deborah Potts
 Andi Kasarsky, in tribute to my wonderful sister
Fern Dobuler and in loving memory of my
husband, Barry McNutt
 Davi LaBarre, in memory of Rhona LaBarre
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
 David Fox and Robert Margrave, in honor of
Larry Neff, in memory of Deborah Potts, and in
memory of Lucille Kirshner

October-November 2016 Non-Member
Donations
OPERATING FUND
 Janice Alpern
 Judy Appelbaum and Betty Cohen
 Neil Aronson
 Ed Askinazi
 Robert Baden
 Randall Bell
 Sandor and Florence Bernstein, in loving
memory of Anne Rosenbloom, mother of
Rebecca Burka
 Wendy Bernstein
 Brittany Berowitz
 Joan Biren
 Marc Bransky
 Donald Budowsky
 Gregg Busch
 K. Rea Carey
 Michael Chase
 Nicholas Christianson
 Mike Delehanty
 Kenne Dibner
 Paul Entis
 Myrna Fawcett
 Robert Fleischmann
 Karen Friedman
 Glenn Garelik
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 Susan Garner, in memory of Roy Aaron and in

















































honor of Amotz Boneh, Paula Morris, and Deb
Hyman
Catherine Gewertz
Burton Goldberg
Joel Goldstein
Heather Gordon
Bruce Green
Steven Grodnitzky
David Hamlin
Stephanie Handel
Wendy Handler
Jennifer Helburn
David Horowitz
Craig Karp
K. Kaufmann
Peter Kazon
Molly Kelly
James Kirchick
Rebecca Kling
Kate Kortsch
Anna Kramer, in memory of cousin Warren
Kramer and uncle Selwyn Berg
Jamie Landsman
Andy Litsky
Hally Mahler
Jackie Miller
Amy Mintz
John Izak Monger
Judith Moverman
Henry Nash
Amy Nelson, in honor of Karen Friedman
Gary Phillips
Richard Ploff
Ann Reifman
Madeline Remez
Michael Resnick
Ariel Robinson
Gena Schoen
Jordan Schwartz
Norman Schwartz
Gary Seiden
William Selender
Molly Seltzer
Samantha Seltzer
Andrea Sharrin
Joshua Speiser
Kelli Stein and Sarah Blattberg
Michael Strum and John Crotts
Philip Tizzani
Michael Weinberger
Suzanne Wolk

WOLDMAN ONEG & KIDDUSH FUND
 Glenn Garelik
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
 Samantha Greene, “Thank you for officiating at
our wedding!”
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Member Yartzeits
January 2017
Announced Friday, January 6 (Y artzeits observed January 6-12/Tevet 9-15)
Darlene Iva Wood
January 7
Friend of Devra Floyd
Charles Fortinsky
January 7
Father of James Fortinsky
Euclid Tarabochia
January 7
Grandfather of Catherine Tarabochia
Rabbi Daniel Kaplan
Tevet 10 (January 8)
Uncle of Ruth Potts
Paul Lev
January 8
Uncle of Larry Neff
Abraham Cohen
Tevet 11 (January 9)
Grandfather of Marc Bernstein
Ruth Isaacs
Tevet 11 (January 9)
Grandmother of Sarajane Garten
Martha Francis
Tevet 11 (January 9)
Aunt of Barbara Goldberg
Isaac Potts
Tevet 11 (January 9)
Grandfather of Ruth Potts
Harold Garten
January 9
Father of Sarajane Garten
Jerry Davis
January 9
Friend of Larry Neff and member of CBM
William Most
January 9
Uncle of Morris Umansky
Morrie Green
January 9
Uncle of Tom Sachs
Goldie Nissenbaum
Tevet 12 (January 10)
Mother of Beverly Nissenbaum
Rev. Samuel Mendelson
Tevet 13 (January 11)
Grandfather of Barry Friedman
Joe Vostrizansky
January 11
Father of David Vos
Jack Stoler
Tevet 14 (January 12)
Father of Harvey Stoler
Edith Fried
January 12
Aunt of Eileen Greenberg
Announced Friday, January 13, and Saturday, January 14 (Y artzeits observed January 13-19/Tevet 16-22)
Miriam Kenner
January 13
Friend of Alex Carter
Mark Goldfarb
Tevet 16 (January 14)
Partner of Allan Armus and member of CBM
Edythe Rothlein Pollack
Tevet 16 (January 14)
Grandmother of Jeff Burka
Irv Kesser
January 14
Uncle of Gail Tannenbaum
Jane Burka
Tevet 18 (January 16)
Mother of Jeff Burka
Harold Lax
Tevet 18 (January 16)
Uncle of Stuart Sotsky
Maggie Harry
January 16
Friend of Anne Buckwalter
Anna Greenberg
January 17
Grandmother of Eileen Greenberg
Harry Greenberg
January 17
Grandfather of Eileen Greenberg
Joe Lucero
Tevet 20 (January 18)
Friend of David Fox
Hannah Wandersman
Tevet 20 (January 18)
Mother of Suzanne Wandersman
Hannah Berman
Tevet 20 (January 18)
Mother of Larry Berman
Sean Citron
January 18
Son of Diane Citron
Louis Elman
January 18
Grandfather of Diane Liff
Fannie Bluma Becker Most
January 19
Grandmother of Morris Umansky
Fannie Frouman
Tevet 22 (January 20)
Grandmother of Allan Armus
Morris Cohen
Tevet 22 (January 20)
Grandfather of Marlene Cohen
(Continued on page 16)
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Member Yartzeits
(Continued from page 15)

Announced Friday, January 20 (Y artzeits observed January 20-26/Tevet 23-29)
Mordecai Barlas
January 20
Grandfather of Judy Barlas
Ida Magid
Tevet 23 (January 21)
Grandmother of Carl Spatz
Lisa Beth Greenstone
January 21
Cousin of Louis Blank
Christopher Meyer
January 22
Friend of Alex Carter
Hortense Lash
January 22
“Like a mother” to Devra Floyd
Anke Eggers
January 22
Wonderful friend of Eva Freund and Elke Martin
Constance Green
January 22
Aunt of Tom Sachs
Stefina Vostrizansky
January 22
Mother of David Vos
Martin Bennett
Tevet 25 (January 23)
Father-in-law of Jeffrey Berns
Anne F. Kohn
January 23
Mother of Margy Kohn
Cynthia Gasthalter
January 24
Aunt of Mindy Gasthalter
Lillian M. Woldman
Tevet 27 (January 25)
Mother of Murray Woldman
Sarah Friedman
January 25
Grandmother of Barry Friedman
Mabel Hatcher
January 25
Mother of Theodore Xakellis
Marcia Peltzman
Tevet 28 (January 26)
Mother of Maxine Klane
Henry Leish
January 26
Grandfather of Denise Leish
Morris Friedman
Tevet 29 (January 27)
Father of Barry Friedman
Announced Friday, January 27, and Saturday, January 28 (Y artzeits observed January 27-February 2/
Sh’vat 1-7)
Geoffrey Ford
January 27
Father of Alex Ford
Alyssa Kasse
Sh’vat 2 (January 29)
Sister of Eryca Kasse
Rose Kushner
Sh’vat 2 (January 29)
Grandmother of Eytan Apelberg
R. Gilad Schamess
January 29
Father of Aden Schamess
Mary Ella Whitwell
January 30
Maternal grandmother of Michael Montanino
Rose Bresnick Lev
January 30
Aunt of Larry Neff
Fanny Berman
Sh’vat 5 (February 1)
Grandmother of Larry Berman
Robert Cole
February 1
Friend of Joel Berelson
Robert Manheim
Sh’vat 6 (February 2)
Father of Carol Manheim
Alois F. Baer
February 2
Grandfather of Ellen Levy
Gene Nathan
February 2
Mother of James Nathan
Robert Nathan
February 2
Father of James Nathan
Lenard Mears, Jr.
February 2
Member of CBM
February 2017

Announced Friday, February 3 (Y artzeits observed February 3-9/Sh’vat 8-14)
Davida Fortinsky
February 3
Mother of James Fortinsky
Walter Hamilton
February 4
Friend of Alex Carter
Peter L. Gingrich
February 4
Friend of Larry Neff
Anne Ross
Sh’vat 9 (February 5)
Mother of Rodney Ross
Louise Zanar
February 5
Member of CBM
Eugene Kaplan
February 6
Father of Jocelyn Kaplan
Mary Cohen Tobin
February 7
Grandmother of Eric Tobin
Jeffrey Sarrin
February 7
Member of CBM
Ruth Hochberg
Sh’vat 12 (February 8)
Grandmother of Marlene Cohen
Michael Burbank
February 8
Partner of Joel Berelson
Jeanne Zinnanti
February 9
Aunt of Alex Carter
Albert M. Potts
Sh’vat 14 (February 10)
Uncle of Ruth Potts

(Continued on page 17)
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Member Yartzeits
(Continued from page 16)

Announced Friday, February 10, and Saturday, February 11 (Y artzeits observed February 10-16/Sh’vat 15-21)
Eva and Leah Munzer
Sh’vat 17 (February 13)
Sisters of Al Munzer
Joseph Budaszewitz
Sh’vat 21 (February 17)
Father of Philip Budashewitz
Sidney
Sh’vat 21 (February 17)
Father of Mark
Maxwell Joseph Cohen
February 10
Father of Keith Cohen
Morris Sachs
February 11
Grandfather of Tom Sachs
Howard W. Bollinger
February 11
Uncle of Charlie Stewart
Gene Robert Silber
February 12
Father of Susan Silber
Freida Gottesman
February 13
Grandmother of Andi Kasarsky
David London
February 13
Grandfather of Scott Reiter
Peaches Walbaum
February 13
Friend of Gail Tannenbaum
Gertrude Umansky
February 13
Mother of Morris Umansky
Rose Rosenfeld
February 15
Grandmother of Georgia Korn
Bella Barlas
February 16
Grandmother of Judy Barlas
Announced Friday, February 17 (Y artzeits observed February 17-23/Sh’vat 22-28)
Jennie Weber
February 17
Grandmother of Denise Leish
Edna Goldman
February 17
Grandmother of Brian Parks
Rae Beckenstein
February 18
Grandmother of Carol Wayman
Emilio Gómez
February 19
Father of Letitia Gómez
Judith Kaplan Eisenstein
Sh’vat 24 (February 20)
Mother of Miriam Eisenstein
Daniel Dishon
February 20
Dear friend of Jutta Brettschneider
Cordell Preston Olive
February 20
Cousin of Devra Floyd
Rolf Frischmuth
February 20
Cousin of Elke Martin
Richard Saffer
February 20
Uncle of Alicia Saffer
Alex Woldman
Sh’vat 25 (February 21)
Grandfather of Murray Woldman
Jack Fresco
February 21
Uncle of Gail Tannenbaum
Irma Rothschild
February 22
Mother of Cecilia Rothschild
Leon Goldberg
Sh’vat 27 (February 23)
Father of Barbara Goldberg
Announced Friday, February 24 and Saturday, February 25 (Y artzeits observed February 24-March 2/
Sh’vat 29-Adar I 5)
Victoria Green
February 24
Cousin of Tom Sachs
Alfonso Lorenzo Tarabochia
February 24
Father of Catherine Tarabochia
Fayga Bluma Most Andreadis February 24
Cousin of Morris Umansky
Sherwin Zaidman
February 24
Grandfather of Alannah Johnson
Sylvia Jacobson
February 24
Grandmother of Andrew Abrams
Benjamin Grossman
Sh’vat 30 (February 26)
Grandfather of Susan Kirshner
Elizabeth Hyman
February 26
Mother of Batya Hyman
Daisy B. Levy
February 26
Grandmother of Ellen Levy
Minnie Kasse
Adar 3 (March 1)
Grandmother of Eryca Kasse
Becky Rachefsky
Adar 3 (March 1)
Grandmother of Eric Tobin
Lisa Londner
March 1
Sister-in-law of Hank Londner
Mickey Casel
March 1
Cousin of Larry Neff
Jonathon Greene
March 1
Cousin of Tom Sachs
Ned Umansky
March 2
Uncle of Morris Umansky
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Bet Mishpachah Communications

Electronic Newsletter Subscription

This newsletter is published bimonthly by Bet Mishpachah,
P.O. Box 1410, Washington, DC 20013. Articles, columns and
content should be submitted on or before the 10th of the month
prior to publication and sent to news-editor@betmish.org. The
newsletter is sent to members, donors, and various
organizations. For a free e-mail subscription, write to
office@betmish.org. To advertise in our newsletter, contact
advertise@betmish.org.

Do you want to receive Mishpachah Matters electronically and
in living color, while saving the synagogue money? Send an
email to communications@betmish.org. Include all the email
addresses where you would like to receive the electronic
newsletter and your mailing address, as you will no longer
need the paper version.

The congregation also publishes ATCBM, the electronic
bulletin board of Bet Mishpachah, which contains latebreaking congregational news, as well as other Jewish and/or
LGBT news that cannot be printed in this newsletter. We
maintain a website at www.betmish.org with synagogue
information and links to other websites of interest.

Send your name and old and new information to
address-change@betmish.org.

Information contained in any of our publications may be
reprinted without permission, but acknowledgment of the
source is required. Direct any questions about our editorial or
advertising policies to secretary@betmish.org.

Shabbat Services
Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at
8:00 pm and the second and fourth Saturdays of every month at
10:00 am at the Edlavitch District of Columbia Jewish
Community Center (EDC JCC), 16 and Q Streets, NW. Sign
Language interpretation is available by request to
sign@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks notice. Any
changes to this regular schedule will appear on our website
(www.betmish.org), in the month’s printed calendar, and/or in
our electronic bulletin board ATCBM.
Enter the EDC JCC building on Friday nights through the Q
Street door. You will be buzzed in by our shammas. Shabbat
worship will be in the EDC JCC Kay Community Hall, on the
right as you enter. A parking lot is available behind the EDC
JCC and may be entered from Q Street. It has approximately
20 spaces, including one designated for disabled drivers.
Parking: Additional free parking for Fr iday night ser vices
is available at the surface lot at the Scottish Rite Temple
starting at 7:30 pm. The lot will be closed and locked and all
cars must be removed by 10:30 pm. Parking is at your own
risk. The Temple is at 16th and S Streets NW; entrance to the
lot is from the alley that connects 15th and 16th in the block
between R and S Streets.
Mishpachah Matters Staff
Newsletter Coordinator — Amy Heffernan
Design/Layout — Amy Heffernan
Proofreaders — Douglas Auerbach, Alex Carter,
Mindy Gasthalter, Elke Martin, and Martin Robinson
Transliteration Consultant — Scott Reiter

Address, Phone, Email Changes

ATCBM Subscription

If you wish to receive ATCBM, our electronic announcements
about events at Bet Mishpachah and of interest to the Jewish
LGBT community, please send an email to
secretary@betmish.org with “ATCBM” in the subject line and
the email address where you would like to receive mail.
ATCBM Item Submission

Email your item in the body of an email (no attachments) for
ATCBM Submissions to atcbm@betmish.org.
Bikur Cholim — We Care About You
Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim—visiting the
sick—by advising our Bikur Cholim Committee, rabbi, or
president when you or a relative is hospitalized. We can stay
informed ONLY if we receive the information. Please email us
at Bikur-Cholim@betmish.org.
Death Notices, Bereavement Services
If you are in need of bereavement services or to announce a
death in your family, email bereavement@betmish.org.
Donations
To make a donation to our congregation, please send it to Bet
Mishpachah, Department 0520,Washington, D.C. 20073-0520.
Or you can donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page on
our web site, www.betmish.org.
To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event
Email the date, space needs, and number of expected attendees
to calendar@betmish.org.
To Sponsor an Oneg Shabbat or Kiddush
Send an email to oneg@betmish.org, with the date you’d like
to sponsor, and the occasion.
Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations
Bet Mishpachah is a member of: Network of Independent
Jewish Communities and Havurot; Jewish Community Council
of Greater Washington; World Congress of GLBT Jews:
Keshet Ga’avah; Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of
Greater Washington; and Celebration of the Spirit Coalition.
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DIRECTORY
RABBIS
Rabbi Laurie Green ........................................... ............................. rabbi@betmish.org
Rabbi Bob Saks, Emeritus ................................ 301/864-1240 ...... rabbibob@betmish.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President: David Schwarz ................................ .............................
Treasurer: Davi LaBarre ................................... .............................
Secretary: Douglas Auerbach .......................... .............................
Director of Religious Affairs: Larry Neff ............ 202/701-7115 ......
Director of Membership: Eileen Greenberg ...... 703/504-6185 ......
Director of Administration: JonRobert Johnson .............................
Director of Programming: Paula Morris ............ .............................
Director of Community Affairs: Rachel Wolkowitz ...........................
Director of Congregational Affairs: Sue Silber .. .............................

president@betmish.org
treasurer@betmish.org
secretary@betmish.org
religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org
membershipdirector@betmish.org
administrationdirector@betmish.org
programmingdirector@betmish.org
communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org
congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org

STAFF

Congregational Administrator: Anne Buckwalter .......... .................. admin@betmish.org

COMMITTEE CONTACTS
Bereavement Support: Beverly Nissenbaum .... 202/363-6246 ......
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Letitia Gómez . .............................
Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman ................ .............................
Cemetery Committee: Allan Armus ................... .............................
Communication Committee: Mike Goldstein ..... .............................
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn ....................... .............................
Liturgy Committee: Scott Reiter ....................... .............................
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund ........... .............................
Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator: Barbara Goldberg . 703/548-1086 ......
Rabbinic Liaison Committee: Sue Silber .......... 301/257-4452 ......
Religious Affairs Committee: Larry Neff ............ 202/701-7115 ......
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator: Devra Floyd .....................
Social Action/Social Justice: Bruce .................. .............................
Webmaster: Jeff Burka ..................................... .............................

bereavement@betmish.org
bikur-cholim@betmish.org
bookgroup@betmish.org
cemetery@betmish.org
communications@betmish.org
education@betmish.org
liturgy@betmish.org
novachavura@betmish.org
oneg@betmish.org
rlc@betmish.org
religiousaffairs@betmish.org
sign@betmish.org
social-action@betmish.org
webmaster@betmish.org

Bet Mishpachah
PO Box 1410
Washington DC 20013
www.betmish.org

