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2016-17 Board Installation, Dinner
Scheduled for Friday, January 29
The members of the 2016-17 Board of Directors elected at
the congregational Annual Meeting, on December 13, will be
installed at Shabbat services on Friday, January 29. Rabbi
Laurie Green will lead services, which begin at 8:00 pm at
the DCJCC. The new board members will begin their terms
on February 1. (The leadership directory on page 15
continues to list the 2015-16 Board. A new leadership
directory will be posted on the congregation’s website shortly
after February 1.)
The Installation will be preceded by our first congregational
Shabbat dinner of the new year. The dinner will begin at
6:30 pm at the DCJCC, which will give us plenty of time to
eat and schmooze before services at 8 pm. The cost of the
dinner is $26/member and $33/non-member. You can pay
via Paypal on our website (http://www.betmish.org/
index.php/news-and-upcoming-events/what-s-happening), or
by sending a check made payable to Bet Mishpachah to
Mindy Gasthalter, 1725 17th Street NW #208, Washington,
DC 20009. If you have dietary restrictions or any questions,
please email social-events@betmish.org. RSVPs are due no
later than Friday, January 22, 2016.

New Member Shabbat Service
Friday, February 5, 2016
Please join us for the New Member Shabbat and Rock ‘n
Scroll Erev Shabbat service on Friday, February 5, 2016, at
8:00 pm, when the congregation will honor the “multitude”
of new family members—our Mishpachah. The service will
be co-led by Larry Neff and Rabbi Ben Shalva. The Oneg
Shabbat will be hosted by the Board of Directors in honor of
our new members.
Looking forward to seeing everyone join together on this
evening! If you have any questions, please contact Eileen
Greenberg, Vice President of Membership, at
vpm@betmish.org.

www.betmish.org
Washington DC’s
Egalitarian Synagogue
Embracing a Diversity
of Sexual and Gender Identities

A Future Filled With Light:
Gratitude and Success, Challenges
and Opportunities for 40 More Years
By Rabbi Laurie Green

Congregation Bet Mishpachah
Annual Meeting
Tevet 5776/December 2015
What an amazing year! I look back at our annual meeting
last year, and we are in a very different place. This is
evidenced by a number of things—one of which is 44 new
members in 2015.
I didn’t think it could be done. When Liora set a goal of 40
new members for our 40th year, I thought that was setting the
bar too high. Liora, I humbly apologize for doubting your
inspiration! Kudos to Eileen and Bob and the Membership
Committee for making that possible!
About 10% of our membership is under 40, more than double
what it was three years ago. Saturday morning service
attendance is up. High Holy Days were beautifully moving.
And we turned a five-figure deficit into a surplus. Really!
I know we can’t count on that happening again. The oil
lasted eight days once; not every year. But miracles do
happen, so we celebrate with gratitude and joy.
(Continued on page 4)
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Bet Mishpachah Communications

Electronic Newsletter Subscription

This newsletter is published bimonthly by Bet Mishpachah,
P.O. Box 1410, Washington, DC 20013. Articles must be
received by the first Tuesday of the month prior to publication
and should be sent to news-editor@betmish.org. The
newsletter is sent to members, donors, and various
organizations. For a three-month trial subscription, write to
office@betmish.org. To advertise in our newsletter, contact
advertise@betmish.org.

Do you want to receive Mishpachah Matters electronically and
in living color, while saving the synagogue money? Send an
email to communications@betmish.org. Include all the email
addresses where you would like to receive the electronic
newsletter and your mailing address, as you will no longer
need the paper version.

The congregation also publishes ATCBM, the electronic
bulletin board of Bet Mishpachah, which contains latebreaking congregational news, as well as other Jewish and/or
LGBT news that cannot be printed in this newsletter. We
maintain a website at www.betmish.org with synagogue
information and links to other websites of interest.

Send your name and old and new information to
address-change@betmish.org.

Information contained in any of our publications may be
reprinted without permission, but acknowledgment of the
source is required. Direct any questions about our editorial or
advertising policies to secretary@betmish.org.
Shabbat Services
Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at 8:00
pm and the second and fourth Saturdays of every month at
10:00 am at the District of Columbia Jewish Community
Center (DCJCC), 16 and Q Streets, NW. Sign Language
interpretation is available by request to sign@betmish.org with
a minimum of two weeks notice. Any changes to this regular
schedule will appear on our website (www.betmish.org), in the
month’s printed calendar, and/or in our electronic bulletin
board ATCBM.
Enter the DCJCC building on Friday nights through the Q
Street door. You will be buzzed in by our shammas. Shabbat
worship will be in the DCJCC Kay Community Hall, on the
right as you enter. A parking lot is available behind the
DCJCC and may be entered from Q Street. It has
approximately 20 spaces, including one designated for disabled
drivers.
Parking: Additional fr ee par king for Fr iday night ser vices
is available at the surface lot at the Scottish Rite Temple
starting at 7:30 pm. The lot will be closed and locked and all
cars must be removed by 10:30 pm. Parking is at your own
risk. The Temple is at 16th and S Streets NW; entrance to the
lot is from the alley that connects 15th and 16th in the block
between R and S Streets.
Mishpachah Matters Staff
Newsletter Coordinator — Amy Heffernan
Design/Layout — Amy Heffernan
Proofreaders — Eytan Apelberg, Alex Carter,
Mindy Gasthalter, Elke Martin, and Martin Robinson
Transliteration Consultant — Scott Reiter

Address, Phone, Email Changes

ATCBM Subscription
If you wish to receive ATCBM, our electronic announcements
about events at Bet Mishpachah and of interest to the Jewish
LGBT community, please send an email to
secretary@betmish.org with “ATCBM” in the subject line and
the email address where you would like to receive mail.
ATCBM Item Submission
Email your item in the body of an email (no attachments) for
ATCBM Submissions to atcbm@betmish.org.
Bikur Cholim — We Care About You
Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim—visiting the
sick—by advising our Bikur Cholim Committee, rabbi, or
president when you or a relative is hospitalized. We can stay
informed ONLY if we receive the information. Please email us
at Bikur-Cholim@betmish.org.
Death Notices, Bereavement Services
If you are in need of bereavement services or to announce a
death in your family, email bereavement@betmish.org.
Donations
To make a donation to our congregation, please send it to Bet
Mishpachah, Department 0520,Washington, D.C. 20073-0520.
Or you can donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page on
our web site, www.betmish.org.
To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event
Email the date, space needs, and number of expected attendees
to calendar@betmish.org.
To Sponsor an Oneg Shabbat or K iddush
Send an email to oneg@betmish.org, with the date you’d like
to sponsor, and the occasion.
Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations
Bet Mishpachah is a member of: Network of Independent
Jewish Communities and Havurot; Jewish Community Council
of Greater Washington; World Congress of GLBT Jews:
Keshet Ga’avah; Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of
Greater Washington; and Celebration of the Spirit Coalition.
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President’s Column
By Stuart Sotsky, President
It has been my privilege to serve as President of Bet
Mishpachah this fortieth anniversary year and I am pleased to
report that the state of the Congregation is strong and vibrant
with extraordinary growth in membership, a secure financial
foundation, renewed spirit in our religious services for
Shabbat and High Holy Days, and creative innovation in our
social and educational programming. We have been blessed
with the energy and commitment of our devoted Rabbi,
Laurie Green, and of an exceptional Board of Directors, who
have maintained a notable spirit of respect and collegiality
throughout the year. And none of this would have been
possible without the generous volunteer and financial support
of you, the members of the Congregation. I am grateful to all
of you for what you give every day to sustain our community
of LGBT Jews, friends, families, and allies.
As you know, since at least 2010, membership in the
Congregation has declined with the loss of some longtime
members and leaders, and insufficient recruitment of new
members to compensate, particularly younger people. While
there were certainly multiple contributing factors, some felt
the religious services had declined in quality and attendance,
some lost faith in the future of the Congregation and many
non-members did not see the relevance of the community for
them in their lives. Confronting this existential problem has
become the motivating challenge of the Board since the
moment of its installation at the end of January and has
guided our efforts in all aspects of congregational life. As a
result of our considerable efforts, I am pleased to report that
we have gained 44 new members this year, many during the
High Holy Days, and nearly one-fourth of the new members
are 30 and younger. As of the end of November, Bet
Mishpachah has an astonishing total membership of 199
people!
Let me explain some of the important changes we have made
to accomplish this over the past ten months. First, to
maintain the continuity and stability of professional Rabbinic
leadership for religious services, classes, pastoral counseling,
and community outreach, the Board negotiated a new threeyear contract with Rabbi Green. The Religious Affairs
Committee (RAC), under the leadership of Larry Neff, has
introduced innovative and engaging formats for Shabbat
services, including Rock ‘n Scroll musical Shabbat, Torah
discussions on Text Message Friday evenings, and Learner’s
Services on Saturday mornings. In addition, the RAC
recruited, and the Board has contracted with, Rabbi Shalva to
provide song leadership monthly and on special Shabbats and
to serve as Cantor during the High Holy Days. With the
skillful efforts of Scott Reiter, we have improved selection
and coordination of lay service leaders to work with our
clergy and to be matched with the theme of special events
and speakers. In response to the continuing contributions of
our choir, Tach’shitim, and its needs, the Board has agreed
to the recruitment of a paid choir director in the spring, who
will help with auditions, training and rehearsals to strengthen
and maintain the choir and musical quality of our services.
(Continued on page 9)
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Spiritual Cross-Training Book Talk
and Workshop at the DCJCC
with Rabbi Ben Shalva
Congratulations, Mazal Tov and
Yashir Ko-ach to our own Rabbi
Ben Shalva on the release of his
new book, Spiritual CrossTraining: Searching Through
Silence, Stretch, and Song.
To mark the publication of his
book, the DCJCC is offering a
reading and mindfulness workshop
on Wednesday, Jan. 20, 2016, from
7:30 pm - 9:00 pm. (For tickets,
see the DCJCC website or visit
http://bit.ly/1UtMcJ1.)
On a quest for enlightenment,
Rabbi Shalva journeyed through the wilds of Tibet and took a
pilgrimage to a white-walled monastery in Rhode Island. He
wrestled with demons and sang with hundreds of voices under
the stars. Now, using lessons and techniques gained through
years of religious exploration and inward reflection, Rabbi
Shalva offers simple and powerful ways to connect with your
spiritual self, whether in a place of worship or the yoga studio,
or even while sitting in traffic, working late at the office, or
kneeling in your garden. In this honest, intimate and
frequently funny memoir with down-to-earth instruction and
guidance, Rabbi Shalva reveals that you don’t have to be
perfect or singularly focused to accomplish deep spiritual
work. By cross-training in three simple exercises—silence,
stretch, and song—you can strengthen your spiritual muscles
and deepen your personal search for meaning.
The reading and workshop will be an evening of celebration,
learning, and self-exploration. Be sure to wear comfortable
clothing that’s easy to move in.
As a rabbi, writer, and yoga instructor, Benjamin Shalva leads
spiritual cross-training seminars and workshops around the
world. He received his rabbinical ordination from the Jewish
Theological Seminary in New York City and his yoga teacher
certification from the Yogic Physical Culture Academy in Los
Cabos, Mexico. Rabbi Shalva serves on the faculty at the
Jewish Mindfulness Center of Washington and leads musical
prayer services for the 6th and I Historic Synagogue and for
Bet Mishpachah. His writings have been published in the
Washington Post, Elephant Journal, and Spirituality & Health
magazine. Born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, he lives in Reston,
Virginia, with his wife and their children.

Newsletter Editor’s Correction
My sincere apologies for misspelling Justin Laufer’s last name
in the New Members article in the previous issue.
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Nominations
for Congregational
Service Awards
Due by February 15

A Future Filled With Light

This coming spring, Bet Mishpachah will
again be conferring Congregational
Service Awards on individuals who have
made outstanding contributions to the
congregation and the Jewish and/or
LGBT communities.

The thank you list is too long to mention everyone, so please forgive me for not
recognizing each of you, but I’d be remiss if I didn’t mention a few people.

The Dace Stone Volunteer of the Year
Award, named for congregant Dace
Stone (z”l), a distinguished social
worker and LGBT and AIDS activist,
recognizes a congregational member who
has made outstanding contributions to
Bet Mishpachah.
The Harvey Milk Chesed Award, named
for LGBT activist and openly gay San
Francisco City Council member
assassinated in 1978, recognizes an
individual, member or nonmember, who
has made outstanding contributions to the
wider LGBT and Jewish communities of
which Bet Mishpachah is a part.
Please send your nominations, with a one
-page statement describing the
accomplishments and contributions of
the nominee, to vpp@betmish.org. If
you have submitted a nomination in the
past, please do so again. Previous
nominations are not automatically
reconsidered. The deadline for
nominations to be considered is February
15, 2016.

(Continued from page 1)

Ultimately, the most important things can’t be measured in numbers—the ruach in
prayer, the hesed of members caring for one another. We are blessed by the
intangible, innumerable mitzvos we bring to one another. And that beautiful spirit
seems to be bearing measurable fruit.

Our immense gratitude to Stuart for his leadership and dedication, and for
allowing the Nominating Committee to twist his arm a second time.
And of course, to Bob, who has an incredibly time-consuming job, and is diligent
with every detail.
I want to personally thank the entire Board for being incredible partners, and for
supporting both me and our congregation day in and day out. Every single
member of this board is dedicated to the synagogue, and yes, it is true that almost
every vote was unanimous.
And I want to personally thank the Religious Affairs Committee, the Liturgy
Committee, and all our service leaders. My colleagues are always complaining
about their Religious Affairs Committees, and I get to brag about how wonderful
and learned and creative you all are.
And thanks to our amazing choir. They make every beautiful note ascend to
heaven. And to John Kaboff for his inspirational cello music.
And our gratitude to the Nominating Committee—this and prior years’
committees have done a brilliant job with an important and difficult task.
And thank you to everyone who makes our shul work—l’asok b’tzorchei hatzibur (busying themselves with the needs of the community).
And a thank you to Sharon, for her creativity and media savvy, to Rick, for being
ever attentive to our many needs, and to Barbara for updating our ever-growing
membership lists.
I feel so blessed to be your rabbi, and honored to serve our very special
mishpachah.
(Continued on page 7)
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Bikur Cholim
Committee
Needs Volunteers

A Future Filled With Light

Bikur Cholim, is Hebrew for “visiting
the sick” and is a term which
encompasses a wide range of activities
performed to provide comfort and
support to people who are ill,
homebound, isolated and/or otherwise
in distress. Bikur Cholim is one of the
important deeds included in Gemilut
Chassadim—the performance of deeds
of loving kindness. The act of Bikur
Cholim is a mitzva and reflects the
primary Biblical value, “And you shall
love your neighbor as
yourself” (Leviticus19:18).

Beit Shammai believes the candles commemorate the defeat of the enemy. With
each passing generation, it is harder to relate to this historical celebration, so the
candles diminish.

By Joel Berelson, Bikur Cholim
Committee Member

The Bikur Cholim Committee is
looking for volunteers to assist
congregational family members who
are ill and in need of a helping hand.
From time to time we receive requests
from Bet Mishpachah members
seeking visitors at home or in the
hospital, a ride to a medical
appointment or surgery or help with
shopping or errands. It is important
that those in need feel connected to our
community when they are ill or
homebound and this contact can lift
their spirits and have a positive impact
on their well being. The Talmud tells
us that each time a sick person
receives a visit, this mitzva takes away
1/60th of the sufferers pain.
As the membership of our
congregation ages, our need for
volunteers has increased and we hope
you will consider volunteering with us.
The time commitment is up to you and
your schedule, and volunteers will be
provided with additional guidance on
how to best perform this important
mitzva. No meetings are required. If
you are interested in joining the Bikur
Cholim Committee, have any questions
about our mission, or are in need of
our services, please contact Letitia
Gómez at bmal2@betmish.org.

(Continued from page 4)

The Talmud debates how to light the Chanukah candles (B. Shabbat 21b). “Beit
Shammai says: On the first night light eight candles,” and one less each night.”
“Beit Hillel says: On the first night light one candle,” and one more each night.
Rabbi Shmuel Borenstein explains why.

Beit Hillel believes the candles commemorate the rededication of the Temple. A
rededication implies that the old is renewed continually—multiplying light.
So it is fitting that we come together on Chanuka, which means rededication. We
rejoice and we rededicate our Temple, our mishpachah. As we celebrate our
victories, we also have the opportunity, and the obligation, to consider what we
might do differently, how we might increase our light.
So I want to speak frankly about some of our challenges and opportunities. I believe
that right now—while things are going well—now is the time to plan our future.
Now is the time to have complex conversations, and to make some tough decisions.
So I’m going to speak about gender, about children, and about our place in the larger
Jewish community.
It’s interesting that those 44 new members include lots of women, but the new
members who come to shul regularly are all men. Many Saturday mornings and
even a few Friday nights we have no women at all. Year after year, the Nominating
Committee tries valiantly to get more women in leadership positions. And yet . . .
When worship spaces and business meetings are dominated by men, not only does it
look terrible, but it has a very real impact on how decisions get made. I propose that
5776 be dedicated to sustained efforts to generate new solutions to an old problem—
addressing gender balance and gender based dynamics.
Speaking of gender—we have some great news to celebrate. For the first time, our
mishpucha includes more than one gender-queer or trans-identified person who’s a
regular attendee. We have undertaken significant efforts at inclusion and should be
pleased with the results.
But, let’s face it. We’re not as trans-inclusive as we like to think we are. I can recall
several hurtful comments made publicly—in meetings, classes, and Torah
discussions. They’re not intended to be hurtful; they’re usually the result of lack of
consideration of how things sound to others, or of ignorance. We all know how
painful ignorant and inconsiderate comments can be. We can do better! Kudos to
Tom Sachs and Bill Moses, who during a class on gender, shared a very powerful
story about their own transphobia and what they did to overcome it.
There is another area, however, where we haven’t made any progress: parents and
children. This year we welcomed into our mishpucha two new babies, born to two
new member families. And we celebrated the engagement of a young man who was
among the first kids in our congregation. We love our kids!! We just don’t know
what to do with them until they get engaged.
Every LGBT synagogue has struggled with what to do with kids. Most of the ones
that are still standing have found a way to welcome children, without losing their
focus on serving their adult members. I love the fact that we offer Judaism for
adults. I’ve worked in a Bar Mitzva factory and I don’t want to do that again.
(Continued on page 8)
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A Future Filled With Light
(Continued from page 7)

But we need to make a decision once and for all. Because
let’s face it, some of us are strongly opposed to children, and
most of us think making room for kids is a nice plan, but have
no idea how to do it. In a world where most LGBT people
under 40 will have children, we need to decide who we are and
who we want to be.
I was recently informed that several people hoped that by
choosing me to be your rabbi, that I would attract more
women and more people with kids back to Bet Mishpachah.
But the best rabbis in the world can’t work miracles by
themselves.
Straight congregations make this mistake all the time. They
think that hiring a gay rabbi will make all the gay people
suddenly flock to their synagogue. And we laugh at how
clueless they are—that they fail to understand
heteronormativity and straight privilege—that they think we
are fooled by tokens. Organizational change takes more than a
new face.
There are a number of free and low-cost things we can do to
make Bet Mishpachah a viable option to families with kids,
without sacrificing our adult space. There are literally free
children’s books to be given away, free events to advertise,
free money to apply for, and two separate gay-friendly,
independent religious schools wanting to partner with us. If
that’s what we decide.
We can also decide not to. Either choice is perfectly valid, but
we need to make a reasoned, researched decision, based on
inclusive dialogue and shared values. And we must realize
that whichever way we decide, there will be consequences for
the future of our congregation.
Many have suggested our problem is the lack of a school, but
former members who are parents tell a different story.
Religious school is a solvable difficulty. The bigger challenge
is that parents and kids feel unwelcome.
On the High Holy Days, I have witnessed worshippers
shushing, glaring at, and loudly whispering about well
behaved children. To be clear, the kids weren’t crying or
running. They were only holding a teddy bear and
occasionally whispering . . . more quietly than most of the
adults!
And it isn’t only High Holy Days. A beloved congregant, let’s
call her Jane, told me the story of what she calls “the last time
we tried services at 7 o’clock.” Jane told me that “People got
confused, and thought it was Tot Shabbat” . . . and so Jane
explained to them that it wasn’t Tot Shabbat. Unfortunately,
the message received was: do not bring your kids to
synagogue. So those people left. What Jane failed to
understand is that they weren’t confused. They knew it wasn’t
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Tot Shabbat. They were observing an ancient and holy custom
called bringing the kids to shul—a custom which is observed
at most every LGBT synagogue still in existence.
I propose that this year, we decide once and for all, whether
we’re interested in the hundreds of Jewish kids of LGBT
parents in Greater Washington.
What about Greater Washington? Forty years ago, we wanted
to be left alone. Much has changed. How much do we want to
engage with the wider community? Do we want to fund-raise
for the Federation? Advertise in City Paper? Do we want to
join the Good Faith Communities Coalition to End
Homelessness, an interfaith coalition including several
synagogues?
At Board of Rabbis meetings, I have met at least five
colleagues who hadn’t heard of Bet Mishpachah. But the
good news is that the Board of Rabbis meeting we sponsored
to discuss “Conversion and the Trans Community” was one of
the better attended meetings of the year. When we reach out,
people reach back.
These areas are challenges, but also opportunities. I know
we’ll build on our successes—with gratitude and hope and joy.
The key is to be honest with ourselves, to create an inclusive
process which allows everyone to be heard, and to envision
who we want to be in ten years.
The great scholar Nechemia Pollen once explained what made
Shlomo Carlebach’s music so sacred. “Every note,” he said,
“is in conversation with every other note.” The note that is
being sung says to each prior note “thank you for all you are”
and to the note that comes after, it says “I give you permission
to be more than me.”
New opportunities are not a break with the past, but a grateful
outpouring of what came before. Each new note builds on our
foundation—renewing our mission for a new generation. “A
rededication implies that the old is renewed continually.”
We remember our oppression. We retell our stories. These
stories remain essential parts of our individual and communal
selves. But we mustn’t become so absorbed in memory that
we fail to respond to the challenges of today.
Today’s challenges may be different—and also similar— to
those of the past, just as the rededicated Temple was not
exactly the same, but was a renewal of all that came before.
So tonight, as we light the final candle, may we move towards
another 40 years of “a future filled with light.” May we
overflow with gratitude for all that came before, and humbly
make space for the greatness which comes next.
Congratulations on a job well done, and Happy Chanuka!
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President’s Column
(Continued from page 3)

Despite the difficulty in recruiting High Holy Day chairs, our
committees, their chairs, our clergy and lay leaders, and our
many volunteers, outdid themselves to produce services that
were spiritually meaningful and beautiful, attracting many to
become members of the Congregation. Attendance at
services in general, particularly those with the new formats,
has increased and the overall feedback from members and
non-members has been quite positive.
The Board undertook to review and revise our policies on
membership and dues under the leadership of Treasurer, Bob
Hollis, and Director of Membership, Eileen Greenberg. We
developed a simplified membership renewal form and dues
structure that better reflected the values and goals of Bet
Mishpachah to encourage membership and generosity.
Members under age 30 and full-time students now pay dues
of only $36 and new members pay $180 initially in order to
encourage them to become and remain committed members
in the Congregation for years to come. Non-members who
sought tickets for the High Holy Days were asked on the spot
to consider becoming dues-paying members rather than
simply making a donation. We restored the 50% discounted
membership for those who live at a distance from the
Washington metropolitan region, whose continued support
we value. We continued to offer a discount to our couples
and families. For those whose incomes limited payment of
full base membership dues, we moved to a suggested range
of contributions based on income that members could select
themselves. We adopted a modest increase in base dues to
begin to align the dues to the realistic costs of operating the
Congregation. We established membership at four levels of
enhanced support and have been very pleased at the generous
response of the many members who chose to provide
additional contributions to Bet Mishpachah. The Board has
actively considered development opportunities throughout
the year to strengthen the Congregation’s financial condition
to support enhanced programs and services for members. We
have been fortunate to receive substantial contributions to our
endowment fund and appreciate the generous High Holy Day
matching challenge from Morris Umansky and the strong
response from other members. We look forward to the YearEnd Fundraising Challenge, fundraising events being planned
in conjunction with the celebration of the fortieth anniversary
in the spring, and opportunities to contribute later in the year
in support of the publication of the new Siddur being
developed by the Liturgy Committee.
Our Community and Programming team of Noah Wofsy,
Brian Parks and Sharon Greenbaum have energetically
pursued an outreach agenda to partner with other LGBT and
Jewish groups and organizations with particular efforts to
recruit new and younger members. They have organized or
sponsored dinners, happy hours, parties, and other social
events in conjunction with services and special events,
bringing the Congregation to the attention of the wider
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community with noticeable improvements in communication
and publicity. We participated in Capital Pride, the National
Pride Shabbat, the Jewish Film Festival, a film screening
with the Human Rights Campaign, the GLOE Rainbow
Seder, the Nehirim East Shabbaton retreat, the Havdala
picnic, the 17th Street Festival, and the World Congress. We
hosted a variety of informative presentations by invited
speakers, including Matt Nosanchuk, President Obama’s
liaison to the American Jewish community, author Penny
Rosenwasser, and representatives from Jews United for
Justice, A Wider Bridge and Israel Gay Youth. We are
looking forward to our April Shabbaton with speakers Chai
Feldblum and Julia Watts Belser along with participation of
the Board of the World Congress whose meeting in
Washington we are sponsoring. We are also looking forward
to a Congregational Brunch to celebrate our fortieth
anniversary this spring, and as a founding member who
began attending High Holy Day services in 1975, this will be
a particular personal pleasure.
I have also worked to help better organize the administration
of our Congregation. I have worked with the Nominating
Committees this year and last year to help recruit several
exceptional members to serve on the Board. I am particularly
pleased that Noah Wofsy and Eileen Greenberg, whose terms
are ending as Director of Community Affairs and
Membership, have agreed to serve for an additional one-year
term to continue their constructive contributions. I have also
agreed to serve an additional one-year term as your President.
Beginning with the Board retreat in January, I worked to
better define the roles and responsibilities of each Board
member and the committees for which they are responsible,
as well as create teams of Board members in related areas
such as Community and Programming, Membership and
Finance, and Religious Affairs, to work together
collaboratively. We recognized that over the past few years
there are no longer any At-large members without portfolios
and have designated each member of the Board as a Director
with a specific area of responsibility, which we hope will
make it easier for members to identify the appropriate contact
person for various congregational matters. To improve
continuity in leadership, the proposed changes include
staggered two-year terms of office for all members of the
Board, including the President. With the elimination of the
Vice President for Communication position last year, we
integrated the coordination of Congregational
communications in the position of Secretary. The Board
position for development, which was created but not filled
last year or this year, has been eliminated and the function
incorporated among the responsibilities of the Treasurer.
Although the Board has already approved the revision of the
bylaws that incorporate these changes, in order to consider
the concerns of several members about additional changes, I
have decided to refer them back to the Board for additional
review and will bring them to the membership for a vote at a
later time.
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Thanks to Our November and December
Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush Luncheon
Sponsors

Thank You to Our
November and December
Service Leaders

We are in desperate need of loving sponsors for 2016.

Friday, November 6: Rabbi Laurie Green
and Rabbi Ben Shalva

Contact Barbara Goldberg at oneg@betmish.org or call her at (703) 5481086 to save your date and receive more information.
To remember a loved one, celebrate a special event, or just because, sponsor
an Oneg Shabbat or/and Kiddush luncheon. It’s simple. The congregation
furnishes paper goods, challah, and hot beverages, and you furnish food and
cold drinks.

Friday, November 13: Louis Blank
and Eryca Kasse
Saturday, November 14: Rabbi Laurie
Green and Scott Reiter, Keith Cohen-Torah
discussion

Can’t shop? Donate to the Joel and Murray Woldman Oneg Shabbat and
Kiddush fund and have the refreshments delivered.

Friday, November 20: Rabbi Laurie Green
and Brian Parks

Can’t sponsor? Make a donation of Chai ($18) or more to bring extended
life to the Joel and Murray Woldman Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush Fund
established by a generous bequest from our beloved member Joel Woldman,
z”l.

Friday, November 27: Eryca Kasse

Send donations to Bet Mishpachah, Department 0520, Washington, DC
20073-0520.

Friday, December 4: Rabbi Laurie Green

November 6: Leti Gómez and Ruth Eisenberg, celebrating their 15th
Anniversary
November 13: Joel and Murray Woldman Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush Fund
November 14: Keith Cohen, commemorating the birthday of his Mother,
Dolores Cohen

Saturday, November 28: Jeff Burka,
Marc Bernstein-Torah discussion

Friday, December 11: Paula Morris
and Rabbi Ben Shalva
Saturday, December 12: Rabbi Laurie
Green; Tim Kynerd and John WintersonTorah reading

November 20: Joel and Murray Woldman Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush Fund

Friday, December 18: Rabbi Laurie Green

November 27: Joel and Murray Woldman Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush Fund
November 28: Joel and Murray Woldman Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush Fund

Friday, December 25: Al Munzer
and Eryca Kasse

December 4: Barbara and LySandra BradyGoldberg, in honor of their
daughter’s engagement

Saturday, December 26: Alex Carter
and Ruth Potts

December 11: Joel and Murray Woldman Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush Fund
December 12: Marc Bernstein, in honor of his milestone birthday
December 18: Elke Martin, in memory of the yartzeit of her parents (Mom
December 9, Dad December 19)

Community News?
Let Us Know!

December 25: Joel and Murray Woldman Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush Fund
December 26: Alex Carter and Ruth Potts, because they’re “special”
Thanks to Allan Armus and LySandra BradyGoldberg for assisting
with shopping and to Marc Bernstein for the delicious K iddush bagels
in the absence of a loving sponsor.

Did you get a promotion? Has a new niece
or nephew arrived lately? Did you solve the
entire Sunday New Y ork Times crossword,
in ink? Send any cause for a mazel tov to
news-editor@betmish.org.
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Donations

January Member Birthdays
3
4
10
15
20
25
26

Kint
Barbara Becker
Mike Montanino
Eryca Kasse
Mark Dean-Goodman
John Kaboff
Steven Frank

February Member Birthdays
5
6
7
9
13
13
15
15
15
16
17
18
22

Barry Kropf
Erica Gloger
Kristin Bietsch
Judy Barlas
Arthur Leabman
Michael Singer
Edwin Blacker
Fran Sneider
Morris Umansky
Alex Ford
Elke Martin
Barbara Lewis
Joseph Pomper

January Member Anniversaries
1
7
9
14

Miriam Eisenstein and Carol Stern
Mark Agrast and David Michael Hollis
Michael Greenwald and David Murphy
Robert Mapou and Michael Zufall

February Member Anniversaries
8
14
22
26

David Fox and Bob Margrave
Al Stern and Angelo Sierra
Sheila Hess and Suzanne Perry
Denise Leish and Suzanne Wandersman

Mazel Tov!
Mazel tov to Chad Appel and Denny Johnson who
were married on November 15, 2015.
Mazel tov to Kristin Bietsch and Breana McHugh,
who announced their wedding date, September 3,
2016.

We appreciate the generosity of our members and friends, and
recognize them for their support. Contributions may be made at any
time during the year. To make a contribution, send a check payable to
Bet Mishpachah, to Bet Mishpachah, Department 0520,Washington,
D.C. 20073-0520.

October 2015—Member Donations
Operating Fund
 Larry Berman, in honor of the yartzeit of his father, Martin H.
Berman
 Richard Grossman, in memory of Helene Benjamin
 Elke Martin
Joel and Murray Woldman Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush Fund
 Barry Friedman, yizkor offering in memory of his parents
 Timothy Kynerd

October 2015—Non-Member Donations
Operating Fund
 Randall Bell
 Florene and Sandy Bernstein, for an inspiring beautiful
Rosh ha-Shana II service and in honor of their children,
Marc Bernstein and Jeff Burka
 Joan Biren, in honor of Letitia Gómez
 Peter Froehlich, in honor of Allan Armus

November 2015—Member Donations
Operating Fund
 Lawrence Berman, yartzeit of his Uncle Sol Seidman
 LySandra Brady and Barbara Goldberg
 Eva Freund
 Jocelyn Kaplan
 Margy Kohn
 Georgia Korn and Diane Liff
 Davi LaBarre
 Robert Mapou, in memory of his father, Albert Mapou
 Christopher Miller
 Jeffrey Nakrin
 Rodney Ross
 Robert Saks
 Israel Sheinbein
 Morris Umansky
 Elyse Wander
 Michael White
 John Winterson
 Noah Wofsy
 Rachel Wolkowitz
Ritual Objects Fund
 Maxine Klane, adjustable Torah reading table
 Timothy Kynerd, republication of our Siddur
Joel and Murray Woldman Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush Fund
 Rodney Ross, in memory of Joel Woldman

November 2015—Non-Member Donations
Operating Fund
 Randall Bell
 Sarah Blattberg and Kelli Stein
 Richard Kaplowitz, in honor of Barrett Brick
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Save the dates, April 8-10, 2016
Join us for the Bet Mishpachah Spring Shabbaton, April 8 – 9, sponsored
by the Bet Mishpachah Education Committee, and join The World
Congress of GLBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah, April 10, for their 2016 Board
Meeting, co-sponsored by Bet Mishpachah.
Friday, April 8

Walking Tour of Jewish Washington

Friday, April 8
(Bet Mishpachah
Shabbaton
Weekend
Begins)

Shabbaton Dinner followed by Shabbat evening
services, a stimulating guest speaker, and a tasty
Oneg Shabbat

Saturday, April 9

Shabbat morning services, delicious Kiddush
lunch, and an exciting guest speaker

Saturday, April 9

U.S. Holocaust Museum docent tour, by our own
Al Munzer

Sunday, April 10

World Congress GLBT Jews Board Meeting

HOME HOSPITALITY NEEDED: Please email Goldy at
vp@glbtjews.org, to extend home hospitality to World Congress delegates
in need of a place to stay while in Washington, D.C. for the Bet
Mishpachah Shabbaton and World Congress Board Meeting.

Al Munzer gave us an amazing docent tour of the
U.S. Holocaust Museum .

Member Yartzeits
January 2016
Announced Friday, January 1 (Y artzeits observed January 1-7 / Tevet 21-27)
Howard Edwards
January 1
Member of Bet Mishpachah
Phil Moss
January 1
Member of Bet Mishpachah
Alan Roberts
January 1
Founding member of Bet Mishpachah
Elinor Carlton
January 3
Mother of Patricia Carlton
Morris Cohen
Tevet 22 (January 3)
Grandfather of Marlene Cohen
Fannie Frouman
Tevet 22 (January 3)
Grandmother of Allan Armus
Ida Magid
Tevet 23 (January 4)
Grandmother of Carl Spatz
Marty Lisberger
January 4
Friend of Ruth Potts
Robert Breeze
January 5
Partner of Charles Stewart
Max Kaplan
January 5
Grandfather of Jocelyn Kaplan
Martin Bennett
Tevet 25 (January 6)
Father-in-law of Jeffrey Berns
Charles Fortinsky
January 7
Father of James Fortinsky
Euclid Tarabochia
January 7
Grandfather of Catherine Tarabochia
Darlene Iva Wood
January 7
Friend of Devra Floyd
Announced Friday, January 8, and Saturday, January 9 (Y artzeits observed January 8-14 / Tevet 28 - Sh’vat 5)
Paul Lev
January 8
Uncle of Larry Neff
Lillian M. Woldman
Tevet 27 (January 8)
Mother of Murray Woldman
Jerry Davis
January 9
Friend of Larry Neff, member of Bet Mishpachah
Harold Garten
January 9
Father of Sarajane Garten
Morrie Green
January 9
Uncle of Thomas Sachs
William Most
January 9
Uncle of Morris Umansky
Marcia Peltzman
Tevet 28 (January 9)
Mother of Maxine Klane
Morris Friedman
Tevet 29 (January 10)
Father of Barry Friedman
Joe Vostrizansky
January 11
Father of David Vos
Edith Fried
January 12
Aunt of Eileen Greenberg
(Continued on page 13)
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Member Yartzeits
(Continued from page 12)

Alyssa Kasse
Rose Kushner
Bea Resnikoff
Miriam Kenner
Irv Kesser
Fanny Berman

Sh’vat 2 (January 12)
Sh’vat 2 (January 12)
January 12
January 13
January 14
Sh’vat 5 (January 15)

Sister of Eryca Kasse
Grandmother of Eytan Apelberg
Aunt of Paul Entis
Friend of Alex Carter
Uncle of Gail Tannenbaum
Grandmother of Larry Berman

Announced Friday, January 15 (Y artzeits observed January 15-21 / Sh’vat 6 - Sh’vat 12)
Robert Manheim
Sh’vat 6 (January 16)
Father of Carol Manheim
Anna Greenberg
January 17
Grandmother of Eileen Greenberg
Harry Greenberg
January 17
Grandfather of Eileen Greenberg
Sean Citron
January 18
Son of Diane Citron
Louis Elman
January 18
Grandfather of Diane Liff
Fannie Bluma Becker Most
January 19
Grandmother of Morris Umansky
Anne Ross
Sh’vat 9 (January 19)
Mother of Rodney Ross
Mordecai Barlas
January 20
Grandfather of Judy Barlas
Lisa Beth Greenstone
January 21
Cousin of Louis Blank
Ruth Hochberg
Sh’vat 12 (January 22)
Grandmother of Marlene Cohen
Announced Friday, January 22, and Saturday, January 23 (Y artzeits observed January 22-28 / Sh’vat 13-19)
Anke Eggers
January 22
Wonderful friend of Eva Freund and Elke Martin
Constance Green
January 22
Aunt of Tom Sachs
Hortense Lash
January 22
“Like a mother” to Devra Floyd
Christopher Meyer
January 22
Friend of Alex Carter
Stefina Vostrizansky
January 22
Mother of David Vos
Anne F. Kohn
January 23
Mother of Margy Kohn
Cynthia Gasthalter
January 24
Aunt of Mindy Gasthalter
Albert M. Potts
Sh’vat 14 (January 24)
Uncle of Ruth Potts
Sarah Friedman
January 25
Grandmother of Barry Friedman
Henry Leish
January 26
Grandfather of Denise Leish
Geoffrey Ford
January 27
Father of Alex Ford
Eva and Leah Munzer
Sh’vat 17 (January 27)
Sisters of Al Munzer
Announced Friday, January 29 (Y artzeits observed January 29-February 4 / Sh’vat 20-26)
Rose Bresnick Lev
January 30
Aunt of Larry Neff
Mary Ella Whitwell
January 30
Maternal grandmother of Michael Montanino
Joseph Budaszewitz
Sh’vat 21 (January 31)
Father of Philip Budashewitz
Sidney
Sh’vat 21 (January 31)
Father of Mark
Robert Cole
February 1
Friend of Joel Berelson
Alois F. Baer
February 2
Grandfather of Ellen Levy
Lenard Mears, Jr.
February 2
Member of Bet Mishpachah
Gene Nathan
February 2
Mother of James Nathan
Robert Nathan
February 2
Father of James Nathan
Judith Kaplan Eisenstein
Sh’vat 24 (February 3)
Mother of Miriam Eisenstein
Davida Fortinsky
February 3
Mother of James Fortinsky
Peter L. Gingrich
February 4
Friend of Larry Neff
Walter Hamilton
February 4
Friend of Alex Carter
Alex Woldman
Sh’vat 25 (February 4)
Grandfather of Murray Woldman

February 2016
Announced Friday, February 5 (Y artzeits observed February 5-11 / Sh’vat 27 - Adar I 3)
Louise Zanar
February 5
Member of Bet Mishpachah
Milton Carb
Shevat 27 (February 6)
Father of Alan Carb
Leon Goldberg
Sh’vat 27 (February 6)
Father of Barbara Goldberg
Eugene Kaplan
February 6
Father of Jocelyn Kaplan
Jeffrey Sarrin
February 7
Member of Bet Mishpachah
Mary Cohen Tobin
February 7
Grandmother of Eric Tobin
Michael Burbank
February 8
Partner of Joel Berelson

(Continued on page 14)
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Member Yartzeits
(Continued from page 13)

Benjamin Grossman
Jeanne Zinnanti
Maxwell Joseph Cohen
Howard W. Bollinger
Morris Sachs
Minnie Kasse
Becky Rachefsky

Sh’vat 30 (February 9)
February 9
February 10
February 11
February 11
Adar I 3 (February 12)
Adar I 3 (February 12)

Grandfather of Susan Kirshner
Aunt of Alex Carter
Father of Keith Cohen
Uncle of Charles Stewart
Grandfather of Tom Sachs
Grandmother of Eryca Kasse
Grandmother of Eric Tobin

Announced Friday, February 12, and Saturday, February 13 (Y artzeits observed February 12-18 / Adar I 4-10)
Gene Robert Silber
February 12
Father of Susan Silber
Freida Gottesman
February 13
Grandmother of Andi Kasarsky
David London
February 13
Grandfather of Scott Reiter
Gertrude Umansky
February 13
Mother of Morris Umansky
Peaches Walbaum
February 13
Friend of Gail Tannenbaum
Rose Rosenfeld
February 15
Grandmother of Georgia Korn
Bella Barlas
February 16
Grandmother of Judy Barlas
Edna Goldman
February 17
Grandmother of Brian Parks
Jennie Weber
February 17
Grandmother of Denise Leish
Rae Beckenstein
February 18
Grandmother of Carol Wayman
Israel Stern
Adar I 9 (February 18)
Father of Alvin Stern
Martin Weinstein
Adar I 10 (February 19)
Uncle of Stuart Sotsky
Announced Friday, February 19 (Y artzeits observed February 19-25 / Adar I 11-17)
Emilio Gómez
February 19
Father of Letitia Gómez
Daniel Dishon
February 20
Dear friend of Jutta Brettschneider
Rolf Frischmuth
February 20
Cousin of Elke Martin
Cordell Preston Olive
February 20
Cousin of Devra Floyd
Richard
February 20
Uncle of Alicia
Jack Fresco
February 21
Uncle of Gail Tannenbaum
Irma Rothschild
February 22
Mother of Cecilia Rothschild
Fayga Bluma Most Andreadis
February 24
Cousin of Morris Umansky
Victoria Green
February 24
Cousin of Tom Sachs
Sylvia Jacobson
February 24
Grandmother of Andrew Abrams
Alfonso Lorenzo Tarabochia
February 24
Father of Catherine Tarabochia
Norbert Munzer
Adar I 16 (February 25)
Cousin of Al Munzer
Arthur Magid
Adar I 17 (February 26)
Uncle of Carl Spatz
Bessie Mannheimer
Adar I 17 (February 26)
Mother of Barbara Goldberg
Announced Friday, February 26, and Saturday, February 27 (Y artzeits observed February 26-March 3 / Adar I 18-24)
Elizabeth Hyman
February 26
Mother of Batya Hyman
Daisy B. Levy
February 26
Grandmother of Ellen Levy
Lenore Arkin White
Adar I 20 (February 29)
Mother of Michael White
Sylvia Youngman
Adar I 21 (March 1)
Aunt of Joel Wind
Philip Magid
Adar I 22 (March 2)
Uncle of Carl Spatz
Joseph Lehman
Adar I 23 (March 3)
Maternal grandfather of Michael Hoffman
Mickey Casel
March 1
Cousin of Larry Neff
Lisa Londner
March 1
Sister-in-law of Hank Londner
Ned Umansky
March 2
Uncle of Morris Umansky
Helene Biscoe Kingsley Freed
March 3
Grandmother of Seymour Stern
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DIRECTORY
RABBIS
Rabbi Laurie Green ............................................................................. rabbi@betmish.org
Rabbi Bob Saks, Emeritus ..................................... 301/864-1240 .... rabbibob@betmish.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President: Stuart Sotsky ........................................ 202/302-0279 ....
VP for Religious Affairs: Liora Moriel ..................... 301/675-3664 ....
VP for Membership: Eileen Greenberg ................. 703/504-6185 ....
VP for Administration: Tim Kynerd .....................................................
VP for Programming: Brian Parks ......................................................
Secretary: Eytan Apelberg .................................................................
Treasurer: Bob Hollis ............................................ 703/827-5714 ....
Director of Community Affairs: Noah Wofsy .......................................
Director of Congregational Affairs: Letitia Gómez ..............................

president@betmish.org
vpra@betmish.org
vpm@betmish.org
vpa@betmish.org
vpp@betmish.org
secretary@betmish.org
treasurer@betmish.org
bmal1@betmish.org
bmal2@betmish.org

STAFF

Administrator: Barbara Brody ............................................................. office@betmish.org
Program Director: Sharon Greenbaum .............................................. program@betmish.org

COMMITTEE CONTACTS
Bereavement Support: Beverly Nissenbaum ........ 202/363-6246 ....
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Letitia Gómez ..................................
Book Readers’ Group: Charlie Stewart ................. 301/699-9248 ....
Cemetery Committee: Allan Armus .....................................................
Communication Committee: Mike Goldstein ......................................
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn .........................................................
Liturgy Committee: Scott Reiter .........................................................
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund .............................................
Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator: Barbara Goldberg ..... 703/548-1086 ....
Rabbinic Liaison Committee: Sue Silber ............... 301/257-4452 ....
Religious Affairs Committee: Larry Neff ................ 202/701-7115 ....
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator: Devra Floyd ........................
Social Action/Social Justice: Jutta and Bruce ....................................
Webmaster: Jeff Burka .......................................................................

bereavement@betmish.org
bikur-cholim@betmish.org
bookgroup@betmish.org
cemetery@betmish.org
communications@betmish.org
education@betmish.org
liturgy@betmish.org
novachavura@betmish.org
oneg@betmish.org
rlc@betmish.org
religiousaffairs@betmish.org
sign@betmish.org
social-action@betmish.org
webmaster@betmish.org

Bet Mishpachah
PO Box 1410
Washington DC 20013
www.betmish.org

