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Words from our President  
By Mitchell Haymes 

 
 I was going to write about the roller coaster that to me is 
Tishri. However, I feel compelled instead to let you know what 
happened on Sunday, September 18th, and its impact. As you 
may read in Larry Neff’s excellent article, our Holocaust Memo-
rial Scroll was out for repair. In connection with the repair, we 
conducted a fundraiser the culmination of which took place Sun-
day. By agreement, the Soferet (Scribe) reserved the 40 last let-
ters or so of the project so that every donor to the fundraiser 
could assist her in repairing a letter or two in order to complete 
the work. By repairing their letter, the donor would fulfill the 
613th and last mitzva for each of us to write our own Torah. 
 Our Executive Director, Joshua Maxey, exclusively handled 
the arrangements and set up for Sunday’s event. Unsurprisingly, 
it went off flawlessly and I want to express my gratitude to Josh 
for his efforts. The letter repair took place with five minutes re-
served for each donor to assist in repairing their letter. I handled 
the Zoom livestream via which I participated, and my observa-
tions are somewhat limited by my vantage point.  
 The Soferet arrived and unscrolled the end of the Sefer To-
rah where the last letters to be repaired were found. It seemed to 
me that the Kay Community Hall, where the event took place, 
was already filled with people waiting their turn. The Soferet 
unpacked her ink and took up her quill. Then, when she called 
the first person to go up to the scroll and sit beside her, for most 
of us the magic began. 
 Before repairing the letter, the Soferet had each participating 
assistant recite: L’shem k’dushat sefer Torah (for the sanctity of 
the Torah). She asked each one whether there was a particular 
letter they would prefer to work on and further explained that, as 
the Soferet, she was acting as the vessel or medium by which the 
person repaired their letter. She then had the assistants who were 
there in person place their hands on hers as she re-inked the let-
ter. Those of us participating virtually assisted her in spirit. For 
me at least, the experience was still somehow tangible. Through-
out the time she was working, the Soferet brought the Scroll 
alive by pointing out the Oti-ot Meshunot (strange letters) ap-
pearing in the text that were embellished in a number of individ-
ualistic ways. The Soferet explained that these were scribal ele-
ments that are no longer in use today and may have represented 
the work of different scribes or traditions that we have lost. The 
result, though, was to illustrate how unique the Scroll is and how 
it is the remaining voice of the centuries of Jews who revered it, 
in particular the martyrs of its town, Dolni Kounice, from which 
it is the sole Holocaust survivor. 
 While I believe that others had an experience like mine, I 
can only speak for myself. When it was my turn, something mys-
tical, deeply spiritual and very moving took place. The Soferet 
asked me whether I wanted to repair a particular letter, I consid-
ered a “mem” or “heh” for my initials but ultimately had her 
choose for me. She chose “ayin.” Although she may have picked 
that letter because it was unlikely anyone else would ask for it 
since it has no English equivalent, the “ayin” does have some 
personal significance for me. I understand that letters chosen for 

others had similar meanings. After that, from the instant of my 
preliminary recitation in Hebrew, the effect became so much great-
er. I can compare it to maybe two other moments in my life. The 
first was when I sang my haftara at my bar mitzva and the rest of 
the world disappeared. It was just me and the universe. The second 
was at a Yom Kippur service with the LGBTQ+ synagogue in Flor-
ida, Etz Chaim, when for lack of a more sensible way to put it, it 
felt like G-d was in the room. I wish that all of us could feel the 
way I did on Sunday. And this was over Zoom. I can only imagine 
what it would have been like to be there in person. 
 The upshot of all of this is my realization that all of you 
should have your own versions of my brief but powerful experi-
ence that Sunday. And I am working for Bet Mishpachah with the 
desire to help make that possible, however you get there and in 
whatever form the experience should manifest itself for you. Eve-
rything we do is to create the community, the events and the ser-
vices to make such wonders of our Judaism accessible and I hope 
you will find them just as I did. 
 L'shana tova!  

Our Beloved Holocaust Memorial Torah Scroll and 
Rainbow Torah Mantles Welcomed Home  

By Larry Neff 
  
 On September 18th, Bet Mishpachah 
joyously welcomed home our beloved Hol-
ocaust Memorial Torah scroll, which is 
more than 300 years old, and our unique 
rainbow Torah mantles, which were com-
missioned and dedicated in 1998.  These 
were sent out for repair and conservation 
earlier this year.  
 The welcome home ceremony was part 
of a congregational fundraiser that enabled 
donors to fulfill (according to tradition) the 

613th mitzva of “writing a Sèfer Torah” by participating as Sofèret 
Alexandra Casser inked in one of the final letters to be repaired.  
 Our Holocaust Memorial Torah scroll is originally from the 
Czech town of  Dolni Kounice (Kaunitz in Yiddish).  In 1964, the 
Westminster Synagogue in London acquired 1,564 Torah scrolls 
from Prague and started placing them on permanent loan in syna-
gogues around the world.  Bet Mishpachah received our Holocaust 
Memorial scroll on loan in 1979.  Ownership and oversight of 
these scrolls is now under the auspices of the Memorial Scrolls 
Trust (MST) in London (www.memorialscrollstrust.org).  
 Last December, Torah scribe Alexandra Casser inspected our 
Holocaust Memorial scroll (under the watchful eyes of Rabbi Jake 
Singer-Beilin and Larry Neff) and determined what conservation 
and repairs were needed.  Our Board authorized the repairs; the 
scroll was delivered to Sofèret Casser a few weeks after the new 
Board was installed on January 28th.  
 Our custom designed rainbow-striped Torah mantles were 
commissioned from fabric artist Reeva Schaeffer with hand-
painted Hebrew verses from B’reishit (Genesis) 9:14b - 9:15a: 
“And when the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will remember My 
covenant.”                                                        Continued on page 2 

http://www.memorialscrollstrust.org
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Responsibilities 

 
The words of Kol Nidrei recognize 
that life is not fair, that all is not equal 
and that there are times when the        
obvious right thing  
may not be the right thing 
 
We sometimes must refrain from con-
tradicting someone we know  
   to be wrong. 
We sometimes must withhold the truth  
   to protect ourselves or others. 
We sometimes must agree to something  
   that is not in our power to fulfill. 
 
All human beings know this. 
LGBTQ+ people know this better than most. 
 
The Kol Nidre legal proceeding gives us an out, 
but we are not let off the hook. 
 
The freedom of Kol Nidrei entails the responsibilities  
that we affirm later in the service. 
 
T’shuva: We must repent,  
Making a turn toward the direction we should be going. 
 
T’fila: We must pray, 
looking inward and examining our relationship to G-d, 
and others, and ourselves. 
 
Tz’daka: We must do justice, 
treating others as we would want to be treated 
and sharing with those in need. 
 
As we hear Kol Nidrei, we know that we have a fresh start, 
and we recommit ourselves to repentance, prayer, and justice. 
 

Scott L. Reiter 
Chadeish Yameinu, page 71 

Our Holocaust Torah returns home                                         continued from page 1 
 

 The rainbow mantles were donated by Michael Strum and John Crotts and were dedicated on Simchat Torah 5759 / 
1998.  The original artist has now retired, so past president Joel Wind sent the mantles to a textile specialist in Chicago 
for repair and conservation.  
 For most of this year, our second Sèfer Torah (the scroll from which we almost always read) was by itself in our Ark.  
It was covered temporarily by the original blue velvet Torah mantle (with gold and silver thread design) that it came with 
in 1991, when Allan Armus and past president Beth Cohen (now Rabbi Emerita of Seaside Jewish Community in 
Rehoboth) purchased it in Brooklyn for Bet Mishpachah.  It is thought to have been written in Russia shortly before the 
1917 Revolution, but was never mounted on eitzei chayim (wooden rollers, literally “trees of life”) until it was bought by 
Bet Mishpachah.  
 We are delighted to have our Holocaust Memorial Scroll and our unique rainbow mantles back home with us in time 
for our Rosh ha-Shana and Yom Kippur services and for the annual celebration of the Torah on Simchat Torah, when we 
finish our annual cycle of weekly Torah readings with the last verses of D’varim (Deuteronomy) and immediately begin 
reading the first verses of B’reishit (Genesis) so that our cycle of Torah readings remains unbroken.  
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Yom Kippur, A Journey to Faith; A Journey to Self 
                                                                                by Sarajane Garten, 2018/Tishrei, 5779  

  

 A few weeks ago, I got an email from the Rebbe of Dupont Circle. He planned to 
visit me, but got lost crossing the 14th Street bridge - twice! I wrote back thanking him 
for the effort. He confessed that he forgot to let me know when he got back from vaca-
tion. He grumbled, “I was exhausted when I got home. I needed a vacation from my va-
cation.” Many Rabbis take vacation during the month of July. Since I no longer work, I 

no longer take vacations. Except for today. Yom Kippur is a great annual vacation. We leave our daily world behind. We do 
not work, we do not eat. We do not have sex. We ignore our phones and social media. Like every Shabbat should be, this 
Shabbat of Shabbats should be a vacation from the ordinary.  
 When I was a little girl we were taught that Yom Kippur is the holiest day of the year. I don’t remember being taught 
why it was the holiest of days, but it was certainly holy enough to warrant a new dress, great grandma’s china and the ster-
ling. We entered the sanctuary and were absolutely silent. The ark opened and I was awe-struck. G-d seemed to live in the 
ark. G-d seemed to belong only to men; to fathers and grandfathers. I am no longer a little girl. In the decades since, I have 
searched for meaning in the words of liturgy, poetry and in the silence of my heart. I touch the Torah scroll; I dance with it. 
Yet turning inward is difficult.  
 Women, if not all of us, are taught to focus on the needs of others first. Our spouse, our children, our patients, our stu-
dents. The environment, the political universe. So today, this holiest day of the year is frightening to some because we are 
challenged to look inward. Today we stand before Adonai our G-d hoping that the sincerity of our heart will be enough. So, 
on this holy morning, let me tell you a story: When Chayim of Ganz was a young man, he set about trying to reform his 
country from its evil ways. But when he reached the age of thirty, he looked around and saw that evil remained. So, he said 
“Perhaps I was too ambitious. I will begin with my Province.” But at the age of forty his province too remained mired in 
evil. So, he said, “I was still too ambitious. From now on I will only try to lift up my community.” At fifty he saw that his 
community had still not changed. So, he decided only to reform his own family. But when he looked around, he saw that 
his family had grown and moved away, and that he now remained alone. “Now I understand that I needed to begin with 
myself.” So he spent the rest of his life perfecting his own soul.  
 When I first read this story a few years ago it felt like the story of my life. In my teens and twenties, I was an activist. 
So much so I remember an ex yelling “when will you stop being a gay activist and start being a gay woman?” By my mid-
thirties I had stopped trying to change the world. I moved through teaching to social work, hoping to impact individuals. I 
worked on county programs, then state-wide programs before moving here to work on national programs. By fifty I was 
married. By sixty I was focusing on myself. Or so I thought. But now I wonder, is this past year not a year when I moved 
through every one of these experiences? Within the past twelve months I have cried out, I have written checks, I have 
hoped to change everything from the macro to the micro.  
 The current political situation surrounds us. We do, after all, live in the Greater Washington area. We can barely move, 
barely breathe, without something reminding us of developments in our country. People are being killed in our country. 
They are being killed by strangers, or even by loved ones. There is violence and rape in our country. People are dying 
through addiction, through self-harm, through suicide. Echoes of the Holocaust are on the evening news, as our govern-
ment separates parents and children, jailing them, caging some, deporting others. And yet for this one day, we sit here for 
one 24-hour period, when we are to focus inwards, to strive towards the perfection of a relationship between ourselves and 
G-d. One day out of the year, to not watch the news, to not turn on the phone or the TV.  
 While many of us are familiar with Tikun Olam; our responsibility to partner with Adonai to repair the world, today we 
pray with focus and mindfulness. Tikun Middot helps us balance the external and internal. Helps us achieve shleimut, 
wholeness. For today is a day to bridge that which separates us from G-d; a day to focus on and reinforce our relationship 
with Adonai. Like Chayim discovered, this is a day to begin the journey towards perfecting our soul. Today, throughout the 
day, we try our best to heal the wounds that have damaged relationships through word or deed. A day to heal the wounds 
we have created or experienced with people as well as with Adonai. A day we are called to practice forgiveness. To ask for 
forgiveness; to offer forgiveness when asked for it. We are not asked to ignore the external worries of the world. We are 
not asked to ignore our responsibility to work towards Tikun Olam. Rather, we are asked to spend one day on an internal, 
personal journey. In the words of Rabbi Ilana Schacter, this is a day to reconcile our internal and external selves. To declut-
ter our souls, keeping and cherishing the parts that serve us well. Discarding that which does not serve us well. And as we 
do this difficult work of turning inward, what we ask for is renewal.  
 In the words of the Hashiveinu prayer, turn us to you, and we shall return; renew our days as of old. We place the Eter-
nal before us as help and inspiration. I encourage you to take the rest of this day, this Yom Kippur to focus on your internal 
life. This is a day to consider your soul, your heart. Whether you spent other days demonstrating or not. Whether you made 
donations to groups. Whether your prayers were lifted to the heavens in song or in silence, let your prayers rise up today, 
along with the prayers of others.  
 Communicating with G-d is called for today. This can be intimidating to some of us. Whether we know the liturgy or 
not, whether we have a deep faith or not. Whether we have been distanced from G-d or not. Even if we are filled with     

Continued on page 4 
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Friends 
 
I’ve assured Bruce Horowitz I’d speak for less than three minutes, so here goes. 
My thanks go to the Board for selecting me as this year’s Dace Stone  
recipient.  It certainly wasn’t anything I expected, especially with my  
decision not to fulfill the second year of my two-year term as our  
congregation’s Operations Director. 
 
Last week’s theme for Elul, as we prepared for the High Holy Days, was  
“being there for one another.”  In that view, I offer the following: 
 
Without “assistance” from the following Bet Mishpachah members, disaster would have occurred:  Mindy Gasthalter, 
who as President became my new-best-friend in terms of email exchanges; Paula Morris, who worked with me in setting 
up the contract with the company that arranged the hybrid services; Barry Friedman and Barbara Goldberg, who the pre-
vious year — along with Eva Freund —had set up things for that year’s all-Zoom service; Mike Goldstein, who came up 
with the registration procedure; and Larry Neff, as coordinator with Elke Martin for delivery to the EDCJCC of the 
machzorim, as well as acting as the primary DC machzor distributor. 
 
Others played important roles as well: Joe Pomper as co-chair with Paula for High Holy Day services;  Deb Hyman, both 
as Maryland machzor distributor and along with her wife, Paula as vital hand-holder;  Hank Londner and Craig Ziskin as 
Virginia machzor distributors, members of the liturgy committee, in addition to Larry and Elke, Rabbi Jake, Allan Ar-
mus, Alex Carter, Ruth Potts, Rachel Wolkowitz and chair Scott Reiter; also members of the Board, in addition to Mindy, 
Paula and Deb; and assorted volunteers who staffed welcome tables, especially Marc Bernstein, Ted Xakellis and Eryca 
Kasse.  Huge apologies to those I’ve not mentioned, but am indebted to. 
 
When I spoke about hand-holding, I’m appreciative of Rabbi Jake’s pastoral counseling when he saw a “melt-down” 
email of mine. Liat Novek’s role “in all of this” was indispensable. And I’ll say the same for our shammas, Rick Bow-
man, and several key staff members here at the EDCJCC. 
 
In summary, I was able to function thanks to help from friends. Accepting responsibilities as Operations Director, ena-
bled me to form friendships with those who previously had merely been acquaintances. 
 
Thank you. 
Rod Ross, recipient of 2022 Dace Stone Award , From September 9th Volunteer Shabbat  

Yom Kippur, A Journey to Faith; A Journey to Self                                                          Continued from page 3 
anger at G-d; today we are called to communicate with G-d. Consider that – an entire day spent communicating with G-d; 
when we can accept this gift of a day to ourselves. When we choose to be here; praying, hoping the year ahead will be a 
good one, that we will find a path to wholeness, to shleimut.  
 How often do we yearn for a day of true peace? Today is a day to experience that. To communicate with passion and 
faith. Yet I have known people whose fear of the U-n’taneh Tokef prayer, with its powerful imagery of predetermination 
kept them from participating in Yom Kippur services; allowing fear of liturgy to keep them away. I chose another route. 
Reading The Days Between by Marcia Falk helped me open myself to a new vision of Yom Kippur. We declare the utter 
sanctity of this day, for it is an awe-filled day. A great shofar is sounded and a small, quiet voice is heard. Is it, I ask you, is 
this small, quiet voice G-d or your own heart? This day is full of power, a day to hold G-d so close that the boundaries be-
tween you are blurred. This day of retreat, one day set aside out of the year, can awaken us to the power we have to fully 
commit to a heartfelt and authentic relationship with G-d. We may claim liturgy as a path to that or simply speak from the 
depths of our internal self. Remember also, the words in the white spaces of the prayerbook are filled with prayer. 
 Judaism is both a personal and communal experience. It is more than a religion, it is a way of life. It is more than the 
recitation of words, the reading of liturgy. This is the day to say to G-d what you would not want to die without having 
said. This is the day to say to people what you want them to know before it is no longer possible. I have grown into the 
community and come to believe that Yom Kippur is the holiest of days because G-d is no longer separate from me; no long-
er belonging to men of a generation or two above me. I no longer need my father to point out the words to me in the Mach-
zor. Yom Kippur is the holiest of days because the liturgy is our path to a vibrant and ever evolving relationship with G-d. 
It is up to each of us to find or define or develop the path to that relationship. All of us here today were part of the covenant 
made on that day at Sinai. All of us are part of the ongoing covenant that exists now, and will continue to exist for those 
that follow us as members of K’lal Israel. Like all relationships, our relationship with G-d thrives with attention and com-
munication. Grasp onto this opportunity, and create your holiest day. 
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Bet Mishpachah Committee Highlights 
By Joel Wind 
 

Every month we present two 
committees. The descriptions 
are brief and to the point and 
indicate how to contact the 
committee chair. This month 
we present Keshet Rising and 
the Development Committee. 
 
Keshet Rising 
Bet Mishpachah is excited about our recently formed 
Keshet Rising, the Young Professionals Outreach Group. 
The goal of the group is to provide fun and engage the 
younger generation with Jewish events surrounding 
Shabbat and the holidays. The group is committed to 
building connections within the Bet Mishpachah and the 
greater LGBTQ+ communities while creating programs 
that help young professionals meet one another, network, 
and share ideas. For more information, contact 
executivedirector@betmish.org. 

 
Development Committee  
Would you like to help plan how 
our congregation can raise the 
funds we need through dues and 
additional donations? Would you 
like to help apply for grants to 

support our programs? The fun includes planning 
fundraising events like the gala dinner-dance held in 
November 2017 to celebrate publication of our new siddur 
and other fundraising events. Encouraging members to 
leave a legacy to help keep our community going strong 
into the future is also a part of the Development 
Committee. For additional information contact Bruce 
Horowitz at congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org. 
 
Next month we present the High Holy Day Logistics 
Committee and the Hospitality Committee. 

Fall Learning with Rabbi Jake 
 

Rabbi Jake will be 
teaching exciting new fall 
classes.  Come in person 
or join us online for one 
or all of them. 

Where Midrash and the 
Koran Meet - Saturday, 
November 12th, following the Shabbat morning service, 
at 12:30 pm.  What do Jewish stories about the Torah 
have in common with the holiest text in Islam? 
Surprisingly, quite a bit!  There are many examples from 
both bodies of work that match up in striking ways.  
Both were inspired by the stories and characters in the 
Torah, and the similarities may point to a shared 
tradition of storytelling and meaning making.  We’ll look 
at both works in order to see where they come together 
and where they part ways. 

Abortion and Reproductive Rights in Jewish 
Tradition - Wednesday, November 30th, at 7:30 pm.                   
With the recent Supreme Court case overturning Roe v. 
Wade, there is much discussion about religious values 
and how they inform decisions surrounding reproductive 
rights and abortion.  Judaism differs importantly from 
many streams of Christianity on these points, and it is 
even more important now to understand how.  We’ll 
examine Jewish texts and traditions on the topics of 
abortion and body autonomy. 

Sing a New Song - A Survey of New Melodies for 
Ancient Texts - Wednesday, December 14th, at        
7:30 pm.  We all have the melodies to certain prayers 
and texts that speak to us - perhaps something from 
childhood or something we’ve learned somewhere along 
our Jewish journeys.  Jewish musicians and composers 
are always finding new ways to bring meaning to ancient 
texts, and we’ll hear how some of them have interpreted 
them through song.  We’ll hear examples from Israeli 
artists, queer Jews, and camp song leaders, and do some 
singing along as well. 

The Zoom invitations will appear closer to their dates in 

the weekly “This Week and Beyond” electronic 

newsletter, on our Facebook page www.facebook.com/

betmish, and our website www.betmish.org.  Classes are 

always free for members of Bet Mishpachah.  There is a 

suggested donation of $10 for non-members which may 

be made on our website. 

Creation of the Machzor:   
Online Q & A with the Liturgy Committee 

Thursday, October 13th, at 7:30 pm 
 

Would you like to know more about Bet Mishpachah’s 
new machzor (prayerbook) for the High Holy 
Days, Chadeish Yameinu? For instance: How did it come to 
be? What was included and not included? Why was the title 
chosen and what does it mean? And what did you notice 

during services that you’d like to 
know more about?   
 
Members of the Liturgy Committee 
will discuss these questions and 
more.                 
Please read pages viii through x at the 
front of the Machzor for relevant 
background.    

mailto:congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org
http://www.facebook.com/betmish
http://www.facebook.com/betmish
http://www.betmish.org/
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     Thank You to Our October  
Service Leaders  

Friday, October 7: Vinny Prell 
Saturday, October 8:  Scott Reiter and  
 Rachel Wolkowitz 
Friday, October 14: Alex Carter and Robyn Helzner 
Friday, October 21:  Allan Armus 
Saturday, October 22: Jeff Burka and  
 Marc Bernstein 
Friday, October 28: tbd 
 

Welcome to our new Member: 
Kim 

Thank you to our September Service Leaders  
Friday, September 2: Louis Blank 
Friday, September 9:  Ruth Potts, Scott Reiter and  
 Rabbi Ben Shalva 
Saturday, September 10: Jeff Burka and Paula Morris 
Friday, September 16: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and  
 Alex Carter 
Friday, September 23: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin and  
 Whitney Babash 
Saturday, September 24: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin 
 and Rachel Hamberger 
Friday, September 30: Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin  
 

October Anniversaries 
 

Sandor and Florene Bernstein 
Kasey Bigsby and Evan Zuckerman 

Beverly Nissenbaum and Marlene Cohen 
Ed Knight and Steve Frank 

Diane Liff and Georgia Korn 
Debra Montanino and Joan Sherman   

October Birthdays  
 

Eytan Apelberg 
Craig Benson 
Beth Cohen 

Jerald Goldberg 
Michael Lustig 
Jordan Nassar 

Emily Pitt 
Scott Reiter 

Matthew Saal 
Ross Sawilowsky 
Roger Schechter 
Israel Sheinbein 
Warren Snaider 
Stuart Sotsky 

Seymour Stern 
Catherine Tarabochia 

Neela Taub 
Murray Woldman 

Planned Giving Seminar 

 

Please join us on Sunday, October 16th at 11:00 am at the EDCJCC (or on Zoom) for a planned giv-

ing seminar. We will discuss benefits of making legacy gifts (“bequests”) to charities (including Bet        

Mishpachah) through your estate planning documents, such as your Last Will and Testament or Revocable 

Living Trust, as well as a variety of ways to make meaningful contributions during your lifetime. Also on the 

agenda will be some general estate planning myths, how this planning relates to Jewish values, and why estate 

planning applies to everyone – even if you don’t consider yourself wealthy – as well as tax considera-

tions when making these gifts/bequests.  If you have already made Bet Mishpachah a recipient of a bequest 

through your estate planning documents, or as a beneficiary of a life insurance policy or retirement plan, 

please email Mindy Gasthalter at mgasthalter@gmail.com and let her know (amounts are not necessary; only 

the fact that the bequest has been made).  We want to acknowledge and recognize those who have made this             

legacy commitment to Bet Mishpachah. Please note that there is no financial commitment or obligation to at-

tend the seminar and anonymous donations are always welcomed and respected.  
 

mailto:mgasthalter@gmail.com
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Amazon Smile 
     Bet Mishpachah is enrolled in Amazon Smile. 
You can shop and have .5% of what you buy come to 
your favorite synagogue.  Amazon Smile is the same 
Amazon you know – but now a part of your purchase 
price is donated to Bet Mishpachah. 
     To enroll, visit Amazon Smile.  Enter your user 
name and password as you would normally do.  At 
the next screen, “Start Picking Your Charity,” enter 
Bet Mishpachah, hit “select,” click “Yes, I understand 
that I must always start at smile.amazon.com to 
support Bet Mishpachah,” so START SHOPPING 
and support Bet Mishpachah with every purchase. 

Operating Fund 
Dorothy Bennett, in honor of Josh Maxey (non-
member) 
Rabbi Bob and Loretta Saks 
Mindy Gasthalter, in honor of Al Munzer and  
 Joel Wind being recognized by the Jewish 
 Community 
Charlie Stewart, in honor of Rod Ross 
Charlie Stewart, in memory of his beloved  
 mother, Eve Stewart Panell 
 
Mark Goldfarb Memorial Accessibility 
Fund 
Devra Floyd 
Steven Frank 
Ed Knight 
Rachel Wolkowitz, in memory of James Adams, 
 son of Idalie Adams, wife of Jocelyn Kaplan 
 

On Sunday, October 9th at 4:00 pm, the Bet Mishpachah Book Group will discuss "Power and Pow-
erlessness in Jewish History," by David Biale. In this radical reinterpretation of Jewish history, Prof. 
Biale tackles the myth of Jewish political passivity between the fall of an independent Jewish Common-
wealth in 70 C.E. and the rebirth of the state of Israel in 1948. He argues that Jews throughout history 
demonstrated a savvy understanding of political life; they were neither as powerless as the memory of 
the Holocaust years would suggest nor as powerful as the contemporary state of Israel would imply. 
The book is available in paperback, hardcover and Kindle. All Bet Mishpachah members are always 
welcome!  Please contact bookgroup@betmish.org for the Zoom coordinates. 

August Donations 

We appreciate the generosity of our members 
and friends, and recognize them for their  

support.  

Join our High Holy Day Donation Drive  
in support of N Street Village 

 
As we look inward over these Days of Awe, we also 
must look outward at the needs of our community at 
large. Each year during the High Holy Days, Bet Mish-
pachah highlights the incredible work of N Street Vil-
lage and gives congregation members an opportunity to 
support the organization and their clients. 
 
N Street Village is a community of empowerment and 
recovery for women in Washington, D.C who are un-
housed with low income. With comprehensive services 
addressing both emergency and long-term needs, it 
helps women achieve personal stability and make gains 
in their housing, income, employment, mental health, 
physical health, and addiction recovery. The Village 
also provides affordable rental housing for low and 
moderate-income individuals and families. 
 
Our donation drive this year is created by N Street Vil-
lage through Amazon Wishlists of essential products. 
When donating, please type "Bet Mishpachah" in the 
gift message so we can track our collective tzedaka. 
Feel free to send products directly to N Street or drop 
off at High Holy Day services. 
 
To participate, choose one of the following Wishlists: 
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/
ls/3MWY7UDKJQZBH?ref_=wl_share 
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/
YC7LMZGV4BMC?ref_=wl_share 
 
Thank you in advance for supporting this wonderful 
organization! May 5783 bring sweetness to you and 
your loved ones. 

mailto:bookgroup@betmish.org
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3MWY7UDKJQZBH?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3MWY7UDKJQZBH?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/YC7LMZGV4BMC?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/YC7LMZGV4BMC?ref_=wl_share
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Member Yartzeits  
 
Announced Friday, September 30 (Yartzeits observed September 30-October 6; 5-11 Tishrei)    
Celia Feldman, Grandmother of Steven Frank  September 30    
Goldie Sotsky, Mother of Stuart Sotsky    September 30  (5 Tishrei) 
Anton Weber, Stepfather of Denise Leish   September 30    
Jacob Apelberg, Father of Eytan Apelberg   October 1  (6 Tishrei) 
Selda Berns, Mother of Jeffrey Berns     October 1  (6 Tishrei) 
Linda Cohen, Cousin of Larry Neff     October 2    
Estelle Dembo, Aunt of Jocelyn Kaplan    October 2    
Luciano Vitale, Father of Loretta Saks    October 2  (7 Tishrei) 
William Carter, Father and Father-in-law of Alex Carter and Ruth Potts  October 3    
Daniel Eneman, Uncle of Jeffrey Berns    October 3  (8 Tishrei) 
Ida Fox, Grandmother of David Fox     October 3  (8 Tishrei) 
Tiffany Williams, Niece of Sonja Williams, Devra Floyd's loving Partner         October 3    
Esther Eisenberg, Grandmother of Ruth Eisenberg October 5  (10 Tishrei) 
Reuven Eisenberg, Grandfather of Ruth Eisenberg October 5  (10 Tishrei) 
Jerome Nakrin, father of Jeffrey Nakrin    October 5  (10 Tishrei) 
Meier Szachter, Grandfather of Ruth Eisenberg  October 5  (10 Tishrei) 
Edward Greenberg, Brother in law of Davi LaBarre October 6   
 
Announced Friday, October 7 (Yartzeits observed October 7 - 13; 12-18 Tishrei)     
Joseph Sotsky, Grandfather of Stuart Sotsky   October 7  (12 Tishrei) 
Himey Snaider, Father of Warren Snaider   October 8  (13 Tishrei) 
Arthur Hollis, Father of Robert Hollis    October 9   
Bertha Halpern, Grandmother of Roger Schechter October 10   
Rose Kahn, Grandmother of Jeffrey Kahn   October 10   
Mario Tarabochia, Uncle of Catherine Tarabochia October 10 2022   
Fannie Neff, Grandmother of Larry Neff    October 11 
Helen Spatz, Grandmother of Carl Spatz    October 11 (16 Tishrei) 
Mark Dunn, Dearest friend of Neela Taub   October 12    
Rosalyn Carb, Mother of Alan Carb     October 13  (18 Tishrei) 
Saul Carb, Uncle of Alan Carb      October 13  (18 Tishrei) 
Bernice Rosenblatt, Aunt of Alan Carb    October 13  (18 Tishrei) 
Ada Solomon, Aunt of Steven Frank     October 13    
 
Announced Friday & Saturday, October 14 & 15 (Yartzeits observed October 14-20; 19-25 Tishrei)    
Frances Garten, Mother of Sarajane Garten   October 14  (19 Tishrei) 
Steven Greenfield, Cousin of Eryca Kasse   October 14    
Fay Most, Aunt of Morris Umansky     October 14    
David Wandersman, Father of Suzanne Wandersman October 14  (19 Tishrei) 
Scott Balotin, Friend of John Winterson    October 15  (20 Tishrei) 
Carole Bibula, Aunt of Mindy Gasthalter    October 16    
Esther Cohen, Aunt of Denise Leish     October 16    
David Parrish, Cousin of Martin Robinson   October 16    
Louis Wolpert, Friend of Catherine Tarabochia  October 16    
Sarah Accornero, Aunt of Denise Leish    October 17    
Esther Lax, Grandmother of Stuart Sotsky   October 17  (22 Tishrei) 
Debbie Potts, Mother-in-Law of Alex Carter   October 17  (22 Tishrei) 
Deborah Potts, Mother of Ruth Potts     October 17  (22 Tishrei) 
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Member Yartzeits  - continued 
 
Announced Friday & Saturday, October 14 & 15 (Yartzeits observed October 14-20; 19-25 Tishrei)    
Ruth Castle, Cousin of Larry Neff     October 18    
Leo Kraft, Grandfather of Natasha Kraft    October 18  (23 Tishrei) 
Lillian Masia, Grandmother of Martin Robinson  October 18    
William Sobelsohn, Father of David Sobelsohn  October 18  (23 Tishrei) 
Alvin Lehman, Uncle of Michael Hoffman   October 19  (24 Tishrei) 
Benny Waxman, Friend of Larry Neff and Stuart Sotsky and past board member   October 19  (24 Tishrei) 
David Auerbach, Father of Douglas Auerbach  October 20    
John Winterson, Father of John Winterson   October 20    
 
Announced Friday & Saturday, October 21 & 22 (Yartzeits observed October 21-28; 26 Tishrei –  
2 Cheshvan)    
Anna Carb, Grandmother of Alan Carb    October 21    
Herschel Greenberg, Father-in-law of Davi LaBarre October 21    
Jean Greenberg, Mother-in-law of Davi LaBarre  October 21    
Marian Smolin, Aunt of Michael Singer    October 21    
Rose Youngman, Grandmother of Joel Wind   October 21  (26 Tishrei) 
Sol Weinshelbaum, Grandfather of Eryca Kasse  October 22  (27 Tishrei) 
Eva Leabman, Mother of Arthur Leabman   October 24  (29 Tishrei) 
William Verdin, Grandfather of Catherine Tarabochia October 24    
Marie Bollinger, Aunt of Charles Stewart   October 25    
Allan Nesvisky, Cousin of Larry Neff    October 25    
Arthur Wolf, Uncle of Jerald Goldberg    October 25    
Sylvia Casel, Cousin of Larry Neff     October 26    
Ruth Pomper, Paternal Grandmother of Joseph Pomper  October 26  (1 Cheshvan) 
Freda Casel, Great-aunt of Larry Neff    October 27    
Chaim Gloger, Grandfather of Erica Gloger   October 27    
Rene Rodriguez, Father of Rene Rodriguez   October 27    
Efrem Potts, Father and Father-in-law of Alex Carter and Ruth Potts October 28  (3 Cheshvan) 
 
Announced Friday, October 28 (Yartzeits observed October  28 – November 3; 3-9 Cheshvan)    
Vasco Jones, stepfather of Devra Floyd    October 29    
Gedalia Londner, Father of Hank Londner   October 29    
Mildred Backelman, Mother of Cookie Backelman October 30    
Jaime Gómez, Brother of Letitia Gómez    October 30    
Reva Hoffman, Mother of Michael Hoffman   October 30  (5 Cheshvan) 
Janet Kelly, Mother-in-law of Marisa Uchin   October 30    
Dorothy Levy, Mother of Ellen Levy     October 30    
Beverly Abrams, Mother of Andrew Abrams  October 31    
Cliff Leabman, Father of Arthur Leabman   October 31  (6 Cheshvan) 
Fred Lomberg, Brother-in-law of Allan Armus  October 31  (6 Cheshvan) 
Candida Tarabochia, Aunt of Catherine Tarabochia November 1    
Julia Tiggess, Grandmother of Natasha Kraft   November 1    
Jack Schoen, Father of Gena Schoen     November 3  (9 Cheshvan) 
Bernice Winterson, Mother of John Winterson  November 3    
Jerry Wolkowitz, Uncle of Rachel Wolkowitz  November 3  (9 Cheshvan) 
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Shabbat Services  
Bet Mishpachah continues to stream Shabbat services 
virtually by Zoom, as well as meet in person in thr Kay 
Community Hall of the EDCJCC. Please check our 
website for details.  The Zoom meeting number will be 
in our weekly electronic newsletter, “This Week and 
Beyond.” 
 
Bet Mishpachah holds Shabbat services every Friday at  
8:00 pm and on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month at 10:00 am.  Saturday morning services 
include a short Torah reading, a lively Torah discussion 
(in lieu of a sermon)  If you would like to be a sponsor 
for an Oneg or Kiddush, please sign up at: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/85094BAFAC28A3FC1-
erev. 
 
Sign Language interpretation for Shabbat services is 
available by sending an email request  
to sign@betmish.org with a minimum of two weeks 
notice.  
 
Any changes to our regular Shabbat service 
schedule (e.g., due to inclement weather) will be posted 
on our website (www.betmish.org) and included in our 
weekly email. 
 
To Schedule a Bet Mishpachah Event, email the date, 
location and number of expected attendees 
to administrator@betmish.org 
 
Bet Mishpachah’s Affiliations  
Bet Mishpachah is a member of the:   
* World Congress of GLBT Jews: Keshet Ga’avah 
* Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington 
* Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of Greater   
   Washington 
* Network of Independent Jewish Communities 
and Havurot 
 
Mishpachah Members’ Monthly Newsletter Staff 
Coordinator — Liat Novek  
Design/Layout — Liat Novek  
Proofreaders — Mindy Gasthalter, Nathaniel Deutsch 
and Elke Martin  
Transliteration Macher — Scott Reiter 
 
Donations 
To donate to our congregation, please mail your check to 
Bet Mishpachah, P.O. Box 1410, Washington, D.C. 
20013 or donate via PayPal from the “Donations” page 
on our web site, www.betmish.org 
 
Death Notices, Bereavement Services 
If you are in need of bereavement services or to 
announce a death in your family, 
email bereavement@betmish.org. 

Bet Mishpachah Newsletter 
Our newsletter, Mishpachah Members’ Monthly, is 
published monthly by Bet Mishpachah.  The newsletter is 
sent to members and posted on our website. Articles, 
columns and content should be submitted by the 10th of 
the month prior to publication to 
administrator@betmish.org. 
 

Weekly Email Broadcast 
The congregation also distributes a weekly email blast, 
“This Week and Beyond,” which contains late-breaking 
congregational news about upcoming programs, as well 
as other Jewish and/or LGBTQ news of partner 
organizations.  To receive our weekly email newsletter, 
send an email to administrator@betmish.org  
 

Congregational Website 
Be sure to check out our website 
at www.betmish.org with information about our 
congregation’s current and upcoming programs, our 
rabbi, and our history, as well as links to other websites 
of interest. 
 
Communications Policy.  For questions about our 
editorial or advertising policies, send an email 
to secretary@betmish.org 
 

Membership 
To join our Bet Mishpachah family and become a 
member, email MembershipDirector@betmish.org  
Reduced membership is available for new members, 
those on reduced income, and those who live outside the 
DC metro area.   
 
Address, Phone, and Email Updates 
Send your name and old and new information 
to membershipdirector@betmish.org 
 

Bikur Cholim — We Care About You 
Become a partner in the mitzva of Bikur Cholim — 
visiting the sick — by advising our Bikur Cholim 
Committee, rabbi, or president when you or a relative is 
hospitalized. We can stay informed ONLY if we receive 
the information. Please email us 
at BikurCholim@betmish.org. 
 
Women’s Outreach Program 
On the first Friday night of each month at 6:30 we pour 
our favorite beverage to go along with our own 
dinner and usher in Shabbat with great company and 
conversation. We continue to gather virtually every week 
and may try an in-person option soon. If you have any 
questions contact programmingdirector@betmish.org  
This is a wonderful opportunity to support one another.          
*We use an inclusive definition of "woman" and "female" and 
we welcome trans women, genderqueer women, and non-
binary people.  

https://www.betmish.org/track.php?id=6f73051077184bc1a50762c34a3a204b&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F805094BAFAC28A3FC1-erev&h=81fdc
https://www.betmish.org/track.php?id=6f73051077184bc1a50762c34a3a204b&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F805094BAFAC28A3FC1-erev&h=81fdc
https://www.betmish.org/track.php?id=6f73051077184bc1a50762c34a3a204b&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F805094BAFAC28A3FC1-erev&h=81fdc
mailto:sign@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:administrator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:bereavement@betmish.org
mailto:administrtator@betmish.org
http://www.betmish.org/
mailto:secretary@betmish.org
mailto:MembershipDirector@betmish.org
mailto:membershipdirector@betmish.org
mailto:BikurCholim@betmish.org
mailto:programmingdirector@betmish.org
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DIRECTORY 
 

RABBIS 
 
Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin  ...................................  .............................  rabbi@betmish.org  
Rabbi Bob Saks, Emeritus  ................................  .............................  rabbibobs@aol.com  
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS and COMMITTEES 
 
President:  Mitchell Haymes  .............................  .............................  president@betmish.org  
   Rabbinic Liaison Committee:  Al Munzer 
 
Treasurer:  Douglas Auerbach  ..........................  .............................  treasurer@betmish.org 
 
Secretary:  Whitney Babash  .............................  .............................  secretary@betmish.org  

Communication Committee:   ..........................  .............................  communications@betmish.org 
    
Director of Religious Affairs: Rachel Wolkowitz  .  .............................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  

Choir (Tach’shitim):  ........................................  .............................  choirdirector@betmish.org 
High Holy Days: Paula Morris & Rachel Hamberger  ....................  hhd@betmish.org 
Liturgy Committee:  Scott Reiter  ....................  .............................  liturgy@betmish.org  
Religious Affairs Committee: Rachel Wolkowitz  ...........................  religiousaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
 

Director of Membership:  Deb Hyman ................  .............................  membershipdirector@betmish.org  
   Strategic Planning Task Force: Deb Hyman 
 
Director of Operations ........................................ …………………….. operationsdirector@betmish.org  

Oneg/Kiddush Coordinator .............................  .............................  oneg@betmish.org  
Hospitality Coordinator  ...................................  .............................  hospitality@betmish.org   
Sign Language Interpreter Coordinator:  Devra Floyd  ..................  sign@betmish.org  

 
Director of Programming: Paula Morris  .............  .............................  programmingdirector@betmish.org  

Book Readers’ Group: Art Leabman  ..............  .............................  bookgroup@betmish.org  
Education Committee: Jeff Kahn .....................  .............................  education@betmish.org  

 
Director of Community Affairs: Brian Parks ........  .............................  communityaffairsdirector@betmish.org  
 
Jewish Community Relations Council representative: Stuart Sotsky 
 
Director of Congregational Affairs: Bruce Horowitz  .........................  congregationalaffairsdirector@betmish.org 

Bereavement Support: Rachel Hamberger……………………….. ..  bereavement@betmish.org  
Bikur Cholim (Visiting the Sick): Barbara Lewis  ............................  bikurcholim@betmish.org  
Cemetery Committee: Allan Armus .................  .............................  cemetery@betmish.org 
Northern Virginia Chavura: Eva Freund  .........  .............................  novachavura@betmish.org  
Social Justice: James Radack ........................ ……………….……..social-action@betmish.org  
Keshet Rising .................................................  .............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 

 
STAFF 

Executive Director:  Joshua Maxey ....................  .............................  executivedirector@betmish.org 
Congregational Administrator:  Liat Novek………………….. ............  administrator@betmish.org 
Congregational Bookkeeper:    Elke Martin 


