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By GENE CURRIVAN Special to The New York Times Tel Aviv, Palestine, Saturday, May 15 -- 
The Jewish state, the world's newest sovereignty, to be known as the State of Israel, came into 
being in Palestine at midnight upon termination of the British mandate. 

Recognition of the state by the United States, which had opposed its establishment at this time, 
came as a complete surprise to the people, who were tense and ready for the threatened 
invasion by Arab forces and appealed for help by the United Nations. 
In one of the most hopeful periods of their troubled history the Jewish people here gave a sigh 
of relief and took a new hold on life when they learned that the greatest national power had 
accepted them into the international fraternity. 
 
The declaration of the new state by David Ben-Gurion, chairman of the National Council and the 
first Premier of reborn Israel, was delivered during a simple and solemn ceremony at 4 P.M., 
and new life was instilled into his people, but from without there was the rumbling of guns, a 
flashback to other declarations of independence that had not been easily achieved. 
As you likely know, Israel celebrated its 72 birthday Yom Ha’atzmaut  - Israeli independence 
day - on the 5th of Iyar in the Hebrew Calendar this past Wednesday 
 
SLIDES -- 
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1t-KwfbSsfigT_Ld7o55FuoRaZFdjv
6FJB-Bgk5wdpEk/edit#slide=id.p 
 
Israeli independence day falls immediately after Yom Ha-Zikaron - Israeli memorial day.   Israeli 
bunches it’s grief and celebration together in a strange juxtaposition of tears and celebration. 
It’s jarring - visits to military cemeteries to honor fallen soldiers are followed by massive parties 
filled with dancing and music.  
 
Rabbi Joshua Weinberg, the head of ARZA the Association of Reform Zionists of America. 
writes nicely about this transition from the sorrow of memorial day to the joy of independence 
day:   “This week, as we prepare to bow our heads in reverence and in mourning for the high 
price so many have paid to have a Jewish State, let us exalt their memories and offer our 
gratitude for their ultimate sacrifice. Let us pay homage to those who enabled Israelis to live in 
their own state, like all the other nations, and for Jews around the world to benefit from the pride 
and product coming from the Jewish State. 
 
And let us celebrate. 
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Let us celebrate Israel on her birthday. Let us marvel at the glory of Israel’s accomplishments, 
her contributions to Jewish life and to the world in general. Let us appreciate how Judaism and 
the Jewish world has been transformed in the past 72 years. Let us revel in the triumph of 
Israel’s birth amidst such adverse conditions and survival against all odds. And let us bask in 
the resilience of our people and the strength with which we continue to grow and thrive.” 
 
One common  symbol of both Yom Ha-Zikaron and Yom Ha-Atzmaut is the Israeli Flag!  
 
SLIDE 
-https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1t-KwfbSsfigT_Ld7o55FuoRaZFdjv
6FJB-Bgk5wdpEk/edit#slide=id.p 
 
The light blue Star of David lies in a sea of white, between a single light blue stripe on top, 
another on the bottom.  You know it.   During this season in Israel it’s everywhere…  flown at 
Military Cemeteries throughout the country, in front of town halls and cultural institutions 
throughout the country.  It’s also held up high and danced with all across the country.  Little kids 
on kibbutzim, make flag out of crafts and parades (at least during normal years) go throughout 
the country.  
 
What you may not know - is that in the May Date in 1948 - Israel did not have an official flag.   In 
fact it wasn’t until October of 1948 that current Isareli Flag - the flag that is sometimes seen as 
the most iconic symbol of our people - officially became the Israeli Flag.  
 
Historically - the Magen David - the star of David - wasn’t one of the more prominent Jewish 
symbols.  More prominent Jewish symbols would have been the Shofar or The Menorah.   The 
Star of David - according to the historian Elon Gillad - was just an architectural embellishment 
used by Jews and gentiles alike. 
 
It wasn’t until the late Middle Ages - where the Star of David became firmly connected to the 
Jewish people.  According to Gillad - Jewish mystics began to attribute mystical powers to the 
pentagram and hexagram, which began to appear on talismans against evil spirits. At first both 
shapes were called “The Seal of Solomon” but over time, that name became exclusive to the 
pentagram, while the hexagram came to be called Magen David - “The Shield of David.” 
 
The Star of David’s big break came in 1648, when Holy Roman Emperor Ferdinand II gave the 
Jews of Prague permission to fly a “Jewish flag” over their synagogue, in recognition of their 
part in saving the city from the Swedish invaders, who besieged the city as part of the 30 Years 
War. This "Jewish flag” was red with a yellow Star of David at its center. 
During the 18th and 19th centuries.. the Star of David began to spread throughout Europe and 
the rest of the world as a Jewish symbol. From Becoming a sort of Jewish equivalent to the 
Christian cross, used on the facades of synagogues and to decorate Jewish objects. In the 
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second half of the 19th century, Jewish organizations and even sports teams used the Star of 
David in their logos and uniforms. 
 
The colors of the flag, do connect to a prominent Jewish symbol - one that many of you have in 
your homes and one whose centrality continues in Jewish life today.  
 
SLIDE -  
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1t-KwfbSsfigT_Ld7o55FuoRaZFdjv
6FJB-Bgk5wdpEk/edit#slide=id.p 
 
In 1864, Ludwig August von Frankl, a Jewish writer from Bohemia, wrote an essay on the 
subject in 1864. In his paper “The Colors of the Land of Judah” he suggested that the colors of 
the Jewish people should be the light blue and white of the tallit, the Jewish prayer shawl. 
Judah’s Colours”, in which he wrote that “…These are the colours of the beloved country, blue 
and white are the colours of Judah; White is the radiance of the priesthood, and blue, the 
splendours of the firmament”. 
 
So by the late 19th century … we have the merger of the Jewish Star and the colors of Blue and 
White.  By the time of the first Zionist Conference in 1897 in Basel, Switzerlan a Zionist Flag had 
made. The Star of David in its center had six smaller stars in each one of its points and another 
little star over it. These were supposed to symbolize the seven-hour work day Herzl envisioned 
for the future Jewish state. In addition, in the middle of the Star of David was a lion.  
 
(SLIDE) - 
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Over the upcoming decades - the lions and little stars disappeared, and by the Zionist 
Confernece of 1911 - the flag - took on the form that we are so used to today.  
 
But that doesn’t mean - that the flag was a done deal that spring of 1948!   The leaders of the 
new country were afraid to make it the national flag. Afraid that Jews that who hoisted it in their 
countries, will be suspected in double loyalty. 
 
According to Moshe Ronen the VP of the World Jewish Congress … After six months of 
deliberations, the committee and then the government decided that using the Zionist Flag wasn’t 
onerous a problem after all, especially after discussing the matter with some Diaspora Jews, 
some of whom said that choosing any other flag would be offensive to them. On October 28, 
1948, the government voted on adopting the Zionist Flag as the Flag of the State of Israel. The 
motion passed unanimously. And it has been the Flag of Israel ever since. 
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“The Provisional Council of State hereby proclaims that the flag of the State of Israel shall be as 
illustrated and described below: The flag is 220 cm. long and 160 cm. wide. The background is 
white and on it are two stripes of dark sky-blue, 25 cm. broad, over the whole length of the flag, 
at a distance of 15 cm. from the top and from the bottom of the flag. In the middle of the white 
background, between the two blue stripes and at equal distance from each stripe is a Star of 
David, composed of six dark sky-blue stripes, 5.5 cm. broad, which form two equilateral 
triangles, the bases of which are parallel to the two horizontal stripes.” 
 
 
72 years later … we continue to fly that flag. We fly it openly and proudly.    We may disagree 
on some of her politics and policies.  We are certainly not monolithic in our thoughts - but we 
continue to engage with the miracle that happened that spring day in 1948.   This week, more 
than ever we celebrate the un-severable link between the Jewish 
people and the land of Israel. 
 


