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Senior Rabbi Larry Raphael has aimed to keep Congrega-
tion Sherith Israel strong and vital, and, as he ends his 
tenure, it’s clear he’s hit the target. Yasher koach!

Larry brought his commitment, vision, purpose and faith to 
Sherith Israel in July 2003, when he became the ninth senior 
rabbi since the congregation’s founding in 1851. Over the 
past 13 years, Larry’s wise, confident leadership has been 
unwavering, and Sherith Israel is better for it. 

Larry’s understanding of responsible leadership was formed 
at an early age. Larry was a Boy Scout and his father, his 
troop’s leader, would take young Larry and his fellow scouts 
on weekend camping trips in the San Bernardino Mountains 
near Los Angeles, where Larry was raised. When the time 
came to break camp and hike out, Larry’s father told the 
boys: Leave the campsite cleaner than you found it.

While anyone who’s camped will recognize this instruction, 
for Larry, his father’s words to this day are an exhortation: 
Leave things cleaner than you found them.

“It remains an iconic comment that I have tried my best 
to live by,” Larry says. “I hope to leave things better, more 
sound, than I found them.”

Indeed, this belief in the possible has been Larry’s foun-
dation for the more than four decades he has spent at the 
forefront of adult Jewish learning and rabbinic training. The 
encouragement to create a life well-lived has underscored 
Larry’s sermons and teachings. His uplifting message is both 
simple and meaningful: In dealings with others, no matter 
how small, Try to leave things cleaner than you found them.

To illustrate, he tells the Hassidic story of Rabbi Zusya, who 
realizes that God will not ask him if he’d been as great as 
Moses. God will ask only: “Have you been the best Rabbi 
Zusya you could be?” 

“Time and again I come back to a certain essence,” Larry ex-
plains. “It starts with what Judaism can teach us about how 
to live our lives, and related to that is how we can attempt to 
be the best of who we are.”

Larry leads by example. Under his guidance, Sherith Israel 
continues to be a vibrant center of Jewish life in San Fran-
cisco. Larry has been the keeper of the synagogue’s spiritual 
flame, a torch that will pass easily to his successor, Rabbi 
Jessica Graf.

Says Larry, “The congregation is a living community of 
shared meaning, and I feel that I have helped foster an at-
mosphere of connectivity and caring for one another.” 

One example of Larry’s fostering connection is his com-
mitment to Sherith Israel being a spiritual home for inter-
faith couples and families, Jews of diverse orientations and 

ethnicity, and Jews by choice. Larry initiated a tradition 
of blessing non-Jewish congregants during High Holy Day 
services, an inclusive ceremony that many observers find 
meaningful and moving. “One of the legacies I would like 
to have,” Larry says, “is the legacy of having helped create a 
truly embracing congregation.”

Sherith Israel during Larry’s tenure has embraced change—
and challenge. The greatest test of the congregation’s faith 
and fortitude over the past decade has to be the success-
ful effort to bring Sherith Israel’s 111-year-old sanctuary 
into compliance with San Francisco’s strict seismic safety 
requirements. 

Larry was aware when he arrived at Sherith Israel that deal-
ing with the seismic retrofit would be part of his mandate, 
but a plan to address this problem had not yet been formed. 
Many houses of worship in San Francisco had to close or 
repurpose their buildings due to lack of funds for seismic 
upgrades. Such a fate could have been Sherith Israel’s. 

Yet once he experienced Sherith Israel’s majestic sanctuary, 
with its mahogany-adorned bimah, inspiring stained glass 
that reflects Jewish history through Californian eyes, and 
of course its splendid dome, Larry recognized the building’s 
deep significance to Sherith Israel and San Francisco.

“The building is such an integral part of the congrega-
tion,” Larry says. “It wasn’t certain that Sherith Israel would 
remain as a congregation if the building didn’t exist in its 
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present shape. Even though we didn’t have all the money in 
hand, we knew we had to do something.”

Larry assembled a strong team of dedicated lay leaders, who 
reached out to the Sherith Israel community and beyond to 
raise the money necessary to complete Phase I of the retrofit. 
The second phase of the construction got underway in April 
and is expected to be finished in 2017, completing what will 
ultimately be a $16 million project—most of which has been 
covered by donations.

The retrofit certainly is among Larry’s many lasting lega-
cies to Sherith Israel. He expresses heartfelt appreciation to 
those who made it possible for future generations to worship 
in this iconic sanctuary. “The retrofit,” Larry says, “was one 
of the biggest challenges, and one of my most satisfying ac-
complishments.”

A different sort of building is on Larry’s mind each time he 
speaks to you from the bimah or meets with you in his office 
filled with Judaica and San Francisco Giants memorabilia. 
Larry intends for people to build a strong connection with 
themselves—and with something larger than themselves.

“I have spoken in different sermons about the issue of God 
being present in our lives,” Larry says. “The question for me 
is not ‘Does God exist?’ The question for me is ‘When have I 
experienced God in my life?’”

Such holy moments are inherent in the lifecycle events Larry 
witnesses. He explains, “The sacredness can occur to me 
when I’m blessing a couple at their wedding, when I’m nam-
ing a baby, when I’m blessing a bar- or bat-mitzvah student, 
when I’m sitting with a family at shiva. As a congregational 

rabbi I have had the privilege of helping create these mo-
ments. And I feel most successful at that task when I let the 
moment speak for itself.” 

Larry is, was, and always will be a teacher. His plans af-
ter Sherith Israel include educating and inspiring students 
at the Fromm Institute and at Lehrhaus Judaica. He also 
will work with faith leaders on important issues affecting 
the lives of San Francisco residents as a board member of 
the San Francisco Interfaith Council and volunteer hospice 
chaplain. 

It says a lot about Larry that, as a person of words, he un-
derstands that words are not always necessary. Sherith Is-
rael congregants are expressing their gratitude to Larry in 
words—six to be precise—penning Six-Word Memoirs of 
what he means to them.

In turn, Sherith Israel’s outgoing senior rabbi wants con-
gregants to know what they mean to him. He bestows this 
parting blessing on Sherith Israel and Jessica’s tenure, “May 
our efforts to create a Jewish community for now and in the 
future place at its center Torah (learning and the efforts of 
our heads); Avodah (prayer and the efforts of our hearts); 
and G’milut Chasadim (acts of lovingkindess, the efforts of 
our hands). May the community we build embrace everyone 
who joins us with the understanding that we are all created 
in God’s image.”

Larry also has his own Six-Word Memoir to share: “Family. 
Friends. Faith: A Wonderful Life.” n

Written by Jonathan Burton

13 YEARS OF HELPING OTHERS CREATE THEIR STORIES

56 
WEDDINGS

160 
B’NAI MITZVAH

53 
CHOSE JUDAISM

60 
BABY NAMINGS
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SIX-WORD MEMOIRS
Sharing our Karen—what an honor. 
Jane Cutler

Knows every Jew in the U.S. 
Joan Libman

Always present, warm, focused personal regard. 
Shira and Bill Shore

Always a friend, teacher, a rabbi.  
Gale Gottlieb

Great teacher, wise counselor, good friend.  
Karen and Sam Spivack

Larry Raphael is unforgettable and irreplaceable.   
Jeffrey and Nicole Fessel

I’ll miss your warm, welcoming presence.  
Marty Kassman

Commitment. Openness. Friendship. That’s Some 
Story.  
David Perlstein

Rabbi Larry always remembered my name.   
Jim Blattner

Larry’s smile felt like you mattered.  
 Arnie Lerner 

Always there when I needed him.   
Susan Kolb

So much kindness in one person!  
Laurel Rest

Glad you’re staying in San Francisco.  
Greg Tolson

Our friend, educator and spiritual leader.  
Judy and Harvey Salgado 

Wonderful entries in his permanent record.   
Erik, Denise, Zachary and Max Migdail

You’ve created a community of meaning.  
Lisa Erdberg and Dennis Gibbons

Restoring calm and unity.... THANK YOU!   
Lee and Stuart Pollak

Teaching and kindness to a guest.   
Ronald Eaton

Yizkor Visualization; Meaningful, Spiritual, and 
Memorable.  
Stuart Gansky

Larry and lunch. A favorite pastime.   
Michael Gaines

My first conversation with a rabbi.   
Carrie Rice

Knows All Names, Synagogues and Rabbis!  
Karen Gansky

New home blessed, making memories together. 
Karen Zelmar, Marcy Zelmar, Andy Richard, Evie Richard and 
Susan Zelmar

Beautiful Berkowitz bat mitzvah with Rabbi Larry. 
Jennifer, Eric and Gillian Berkowitz
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You made a difference, thank-you!   
Sybil Charlton

Reading the names for fallen soldiers.
Neal Sapper

Larry, you will be greatly missed.  
Fred Nervo

Baseball, Recall. Authentic, Poetry. Welcoming, 
Visualization.  
Joanne and Gabe Farkas

Storyteller-mensch-scholar-mensch-friend-mensch.  
Ruth Temkin and Richard Schwartzberg

Seen framing pictures—new ones ahead.  
Myrna Dayne

Your warmth, your teaching—a blessing!  
Helaine Weinstein

I will remember your wisdom, always.  
Eric Safire

Make my mom happy, wear a jacket.   
The Wasserman family

Always welcoming. Always supportive.  
Best wishes.  
Joe McGuire 

Find teacher. Ask questions. Challenge answers! 
Nancy Sheftel-Gomes

Jennifer, we believe in many things.  
Jennifer Light

Downtown Talmud always makes me think!  
Jonathan Lemberg

Thank you so much for everything.   
Hope Greenhill

Great mentor—Don’t go far away!  
Jessica, Jonathan and Arielle Graf

Thanks for being here for us.  
Jay and Ellie Shukert

Wedding. Conversion. Bris. Shiva. 
Naming. Friendship.
Evan and Alicia Kletter

A rabbi must wear many  
kippot. 
Ken y’hi ratzon, David Newman

You made us feel at home.  
Mike and Elizabeth Joseph

The best day of Jane’s Life. 
Carolyn Klebanoff, Fred, Alison, Jane and Michael Cohen

Special memories of an unforgettable day!  
Adam and Rabbi Larry.
Kerryn and Joel Schwarz
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Kind, caring Rabbi; a true mensch! 
Etlin-Gordon Family

Wishing you many more laughing moments.  
Ellen Newman

Larry’s story—an epic beyond measure!  
Marilyn Price

Brought together by our daughters—beshert.  
Jeri Hart

Rabbi Larry and Project Homeless Connect!  
Ruth Maginnis

First Rabbi, Rigorous Torah, Go Slugs!  
Teresa Brown

I am better for knowing you.  
 Jonathan Burton

Working together, team effort, joyful and enjoyable.  
Amy Mallor

Lead-bridge. Listen-teach. Care-smile.  
Lisa Eltinge

Amazing Insight. Reassuring Warmth. Ever Present.   
Jean Schore

Rabbi and teacher, retired; Friends forever!  
Laura and Steve Olson

Welcomed, guided us. Marco mikvah. Special. 
Vanessa Bilanceri, Jeremy Goldberg and Marco Goldberg

Grows Jews by birth and choice. 
Lynn and Paul Sedway

A perfect moment under the chuppah. 
Joel and Shannon Yodowitz

Thanks for thirteen years of dedication.
Monica and Alan Zimmerman

Larry, thank you for your friendship.  
Norm Dito and Steve Weiner

Congenial, out-reaching, convivial, warm, inclusive, 
welcoming.  
Carolyn Sladnick

Rooting for Larry’s happy, productive retirement. 
Lynn and Paul Sedway
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Thank you for being a very special teacher.  
Dan Weiss

For all you have done for others, do now for yourself 
in leisure of retirement.  
Linda Feldman

Wishing I was more present, as your warmth, 
compassion and intelligence were the main 
attraction.
Jim Marver

Your teaching, guidance, support and friendship will 
inspire me always. 
Helen Luey

Larry, we so appreciate you. You have been a 
Spiritual Leader and a Friend to our Family. 
Arlene and Steve Krieger

Shel will miss Talmud study; regrets missing so many 
classes. Wishing you a life of love and adventure.  
Rhoda and Shel Wolfe

We greatly appreciated your 2013 visit and warm 
empathy at our house when Brian returned back 
from the hospital. 
Ingrid and Gary Apter 

Acknowledging your gift as an educator. Thank you 
for sharing this at Sherith Israel. 
Al and Ardis Breslauer

Larry Cares!  
Arnold Cohn 

You made Sherith Israel a place for our family to 
come home to. 
Liat and Peter Sadler 

Larry, I have enjoyed your tenure here so very much.  
You are absolutely so warm, friendly and very 
special. 
Joanie Silverstein

Thank you for your gentle guidance as we have 
sought to improve the world.   
Bill Alschuler

You bring special insight to your storytelling and 
poetry readings that draw in the listener. 
Carolyn Power Perlstein

Many thanks to you for your letter and all of your 
support!  
Jackie Major Besser

Thank you for consecrating our marriage with a 
Jewish blessing. We will always remember your 
kindness. 
Janet Parker and Chris Focht 

I will miss you and Rabbi Schmendrik of Dorten at 
Torah Study. 
Dorothy 

MESSAGES 

Even though Larry spent most of his time proudly and so successfully 
wearing and managing the many hats of senior rabbi, he never really 
loved the get-ups that he had to wear at Purim—hats, wigs or costumes! 
I love this picture because it shows the dichotomy of the man who is able 
to take serious Jewish topics and creatively open the doors to fun-filled 
Jewish learning as well as the man who knew everyone’s name and story 
but couldn’t remember a joke.
I was honored to work with Larry for 10 years. His support and kindness 
towards staff and congregants was clear and direct. His door was 
always open as was his mind to the ideas brought forward to him about 
programming, operations and relationships.
He always kept in mind the big picture of who and what we were as a 
religious community and helped keep Sherith Israel strong by enabling 
the lay leadership and the staff to execute their roles to the best of their 
abilities, while encouraging their own personal viewpoints. 
Thank you Larry! And best wishes to you for your next life adventure! 
Nancy Drapin
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Helping nurture Jewish family 
life, the wedding of Abby 
Goldberg and Scott Hechinger. 
Steve Goldberg and Sandee Blechman

Rabbi Larry helping us break 
the glass together. It was such a 
wonderful day!
Amy and Ben Mains

Under the chuppah, you changed 
our lives.  We love you Rabbi 
and can’t thank you enough for 
being by our side as we enter the 
sacred vow of marriage. 
Tiffany Woolf and Jordan Ruderman 

Larry, thank you for all you’ve given to our family.  
Ellen, Dan, Max and Gabe Schumm

Rabbi Raphael, thank you for honoring our marriage with dignity and joy. 
Nancy Flaxman and Lila McCarthy
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Mazel tov, Larry! A great listener, matchmaker and 
connector who leads with quiet strength.  
Susan Borkin and Jerry Hurwitz

Thanks for your kindness and caring after our 
grandmother/mother left us.  
The Zier family

We were blessed to have you as our rabbi with your 
warmth, scholarship and kindness.  
Justine and Bruce Highman

Rabbi Raphael has been extremely supportive and 
kind to me. It is my prayer that Rabbi Raphael, 
his wife Terrie and family may experience many 
years of good health, much happiness and inner 
contentment.  
Cantor Martin and Nancy Feldman

We are proud that you were our Rabbi and hope to 
see you in retirement.  
Gaye and Stu Seiler

Thank you for your kindness, teachings and humor.
Irene Kaufman

Our congregation was blessed to have you and best 
wishes and good fortune on your new adventure. 
Rhoda and Peter Samuels 

My favorite memory of Larry is teaching him 
storytelling in preparation for his new job at Sherith 
Israel, and trying to get him to be a bit scary or 
shocking or manipulative, all qualities needed for 
good storytelling. The problem was that Larry is so 
nice, so kind, so concerned for the feelings of others 
that he was almost incapable of going there. It was 
more a matter of morality than talent. But Larry is 
also really conscientious, so eventually he learned 
to keep me on the edge of my seat and give me a 
couple of good scares. 
Arthur Strimling  

We wish you much joy and excitement on your  
next journey and the same love and learning you 
gave to us.
Judi Elman Harris and Gordon Harris

Your “permanent record” will include being warm 
and compassionate. Wishing you only the best!  
Sandy and Merle Kovtun

In my late 60s, Larry became my FIRST rabbi. His 
wisdom and humor made the conversion process 
even more precious.  
Merti Walker 

Dear Larry, It has been an honor to serve as rabbi 
emeritus during your service as senior rabbi of 
Sherith Israel. As we celebrate your years with the 
congregation, I would salute your many rabbinic 
gifts. You are a superb teacher fulfilling the highest 
responsibility of the rabbinic calling. You pioneered 
a very creative program for Gayrut that has inspired 
so many Jews-by-choice to join the congregation. 
You created a corps of dedicated mentors to 
enhance this admirable program. You have inspired 
a very devoted group of lay leaders to serve with 
you in the governance of the congregation and to 
raise the vital funds for the retrofit and remodeling 
of our historic synagogue. Finally, I salute your 
incredible people skills. You warmly reach out to 
all who enter our sanctuary and welcome them by 
name. Karen and I wish you and Terrie and your 
family every joy and blessing in your retirement. 
My wish is that you will enjoy those years as much I 
have enjoyed my retirement. 
Marty Weiner

May you find enjoyment and satisfaction lending 
your gravitas to the greater San Francisco 
community. 
Lonnie Zwerin and Frank Mainzer

Your leadership has been instrumental in moving us 
forward to a place of distinction.  
Marcia and David Glassel

Congratulations on your retirement. Good luck for 
your future. 
Debby and Edmund Green

Thank you for all you’ve brought to us and done for 
us. Best of luck.
Maurice Kamins and Helaine Weinstein

Thank you Rabbi Raphael for your positive, caring 
and inspirational leadership!  
Amy, Mike, Bobby and David Allen

Thank you most of all for three meaningful b’nai 
mitzvah! 
The Galinson family

You have meant so much to our family. Thank you 
and best of luck in your next adventure! 
Katie, Luke and Everly Zier

Dear Rabbi and Friend, It was such a wonderful 
pleasure to know and learn from you. Loved meeting 
you and your son at the ball game. All the very best 
for the future. 
Melvin Scheinman
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Many wonderful memories from the Flaherman and 
Silverman families! 
Valerie, Michael, Henry, Elizabeth, Rachel and  
Maureen Flaherman 

I cannot share any specifics as to how special Larry 
has been for Sherith Israel as I have not been in SF 
with him for the past 13 years. However, I can share 
how special he has been for other rabbis and for 
me and my family while he was here in NYC. I have 
known Larry Raphael since 1970 when we were 
students at HUC in Jerusalem. Since then, he, Terrie 
and the entire family have been a part of our lives 
in Cincinnati and then in Brooklyn. I was his rabbi 
at Congregation Beth Elohim in Brooklyn. As such, 

we have shared many wonderful times together—
bike rides, sporting events, trips, study sessions, 
conferences, dinners, family gatherings, simchas, 
etc. As dean of Hebrew Union College, Larry became 
a rabbi’s rabbi. Larry is, and will continue to be, my 
friend and my rabbi. Mazel Tov on this very special 
occasion! 
Rabbi Gerald I.Weider, Rabbi Emeritus 
Congregation Beth Elohim, Park Slope, Brooklyn

Thank you for creating a warm, loving community for 
us and for Ari’s bar mitzvah! 
Carole De Nola, Joe and Ari McGuire      

Todah rabbah, Larry, for these wonderful years  
with us!
Mimi and Art Gauss

I’ve had the pleasure of working with many 
nonprofit leaders and clergy in both the Jewish 
and the general community. But Rabbi Raphael 
really stands out as a warm and caring person. 
He connects to people on many different levels, 
and when talking to Larry, you just get the sense 
he cares and listens. Whether it’s about some 
old sports story or Jewish philosophy, he engages 
and has something to offer. I’ve had the pleasure 
of participating in Sherith Israel High Holy Day 
services, and, to see the way the congregation, and 
especially Larry, welcome and embrace the non-
Jews who are attending or are part of the extended 
families is really very moving. He sets the standards 
for inclusivity that all of us should aim to follow.  
Nate Levine

Coming to my home to meet everyone in our 
chavurah—what a special evening! 
Marilyn Allen

It’s been a blessing to know and work with Rabbi 
Larry and to count him as a friend and colleague in 
our interfaith work. Larry has been an exemplary 
member of the San Francisco Interfaith Council 
board of directors. He has given generously of his 
wisdom, time and talents to further interfaith 
cooperation in our city. In the person of Rabbi Larry 
Raphael, Congregation Sherith Israel has given us 
an astute and articulate ambassador of the Jewish 
community.  
Michael G. Pappas, M.Div.  
Executive Director, San Francisco Interfaith Council

Thank you for being an exceptional mentor as I 
found my way to Judaism.
Carrie Anne Lopez

Wishing you health, happiness, and all the best in 
your retirement.
Marilee and Art Fenn

You won a LONG journey from Rosh Hashanah at the 
Unitarian Church in NYC to CSI! 
Yanan and Dan Schwartz

10



Larry, I have so much to thank you for:
•  Giving me the chance to come home to the Bay 

Area as a rabbi and mom;
•  Modeling putting relationships and teaching first 

as a rabbi;
•  Backing me to try anything, including programs 

that required our courage;
• Staying unruffled when others get upset! 
But more than any one thing, you gave all of us 
a model to remember what Judaism is all about: 
learning Torah, connecting with God, and doing the 
right thing. Thank you for leaving us on this track as 
you move on to more free time!  
Julie, Michael and Sam Saxe-Taller 

Build it and they will come—CSI/USF.  
Van Hart

What a thrill it was for me when you and the 
Raphael clan moved to San Francisco! It has meant 
so much to me, more than I can even express 
properly, to have family close by. And to have them 
be relatives on the Babin side who share a deep 
connection to Judaism, like I do, is priceless. 
We are honored to call you our rabbi, wedding 
officiant, role model, cousin, and friend. We wish 
you much love, good health, and happiness as you 
enter this new adventure of retirement. Much 
deserved mazel tovs! 
Jamie, Matt and Asher Levey  

Thank you for your leadership, caring, kindness, 
generous support of Zack’s bar mitzvah and my 
campaign.  
Carol Kingsley and Zack Berman

Larry Raphael was my counselor at Camp Swig when 
I was a teenager in the 1960s. Little did I know that 
this gentle man who was a great counselor would 
reappear as Dean of Students when I was a student 
at Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion 
in New York in the late 1970s. There too he was in a 
position of authority and yet a friend, a counselor 
and a mensch.
So imagine how pleased I was to learn that Rabbi 
Raphael was coming to Congregation Sherith Israel 
as rabbi—both because I knew he would be a great 
addition to the leadership of our community and 
because it was an opportunity to resume a greatly 
valued relationship.
During his tenure I’ve watched this man who helped 
guide countless aspiring rabbis demonstrate so 
many fine qualities of the rabbinate. He is a people 
person who treats colleagues and congregants with 

equal respect, who cares about the community 
he serves and the larger community, who believes 
deeply in supporting a strong Jewish and democratic 
state of Israel and in advancing the Jewish social 
values of Tikkun Olam, and who has always reached 
out to cooperate with other institutions.
Our community, and I, are all the richer for Larry’s 
move across the country and into pulpit life where 
he truly practiced  what he  preached  for so many 
years. I wish him and the congregation the very 
best and am confident both will go from strength to 
strength.
Larry, yasher koach for all your many contributions 
to Sherith Israel and the entire community.
With great respect and affection, 
Rabbi Doug Kahn, Executive Director 
Jewish Community Relations Council

The man who married us, June 7, 2009, and we are 
living happily ever after. We will miss you.  
Merle Cutler and Neal Snyder

We will never forget the special role you played 
in bringing each of our children into our Jewish 
community.  
Lindsay, Warren, Ike, Toby and Shira Braunig 11



My Brother Larry, 
I am pretty sure I am Larry’s favorite sister! Larry is 
just 13 months older than me. That meant we played 
together, had chicken pox together, most of the 
time went to school together. We even had to eat 
lunch together at our first day of a new high school. 
Fortunately Larry was there!!!
When we were young Larry loved to watch westerns 
on TV. He also liked to ride horses, which meant I got 
to go along to the stable where Aunt Zelda took him 
for lessons. 
When we were pre-teens it was expected of the 
young boys and girls to learn how to dance together. 
I guess we were getting ready for bar mitzvahs, 
weddings and the numerous dances we went to 
as teens. We were lucky, our Uncle Joe serviced 
vending machines, and he somehow brought a juke 
box to our garage. Larry and I practiced to late 50s 
rock and roll. We were rewarded--we won a dance 
contest at Temple Isaiah for twins. It was probably 
my idea! I don’t think we fooled anyone.

Bay Area Jewish Healing Center thanks Rabbi 
Raphael for his dedication to caring for our beloved 
community, from the pulpit, in the classroom, at 
lifecycle events, and in every sacred interaction. 
Larry, mazel tov on your 13 years of service to our 
community’s cherished Congregation Sherith Israel.
Rabbis Eric Weiss, Natan Fenner, Jon Sommer  
and Elliot Kukla; and Gail Kolthoff
Bay Area Jewish Healing Center

Rabbi Raphael—Thank you for helping me choose 
Judaism. Mazel tov on your retirement!  
Collin Edwards

Larry, We have greatly  appreciated your tireless 
dedication and  leadership. You have guided with 
wisdom and vision while maintaining a sense of 
history and tradition. Most importantly, your 
warmth, caring, and compassion have always been 
appreciated and valued.  
Thank you for all that you have done for Sherith 
Israel. 
Ingrid Tauber and Frank Taforo

You’re in CSI’s permanent records for interfaith 
progress, increasing conversions, downtown Talmud 
and smooth transitions. 

Howard and Judie Wexler

The Moss family cherishes your loving guidance at 
our conversions, a wedding and brit milah. 

Michael and Lisa Moss

Respected
Admired
Benevolent
Bookworm
Intelligent

Leader
Amiable
Resilient
RETIRED
Youthful
Sheila and Alan Gordon

Rabbi Larry Raphael brought to his service on the 
San Francisco Interfaith Council board of directors 
the same integrity, thoroughness and commitment 
that he has brought to his service as a rabbi all 
these years. His commitment to Tikkun Olam, to 
social justice and righteousness is unwavering and 
is an example to us all. I join with all of his friends 
in wishing him many happy and productive years 
ahead as he starts a new direction in a life filled 
with achievement and service.
Rita R. Semel (founder and past chair of the San Francisco 
Interfaith Council)

Thank you for all you have done for CSI during the 
years you’ve been with us. Warmest wishes for a 
splendid future.
Ellen and Mel Rosen

At some point, either at Camp Saratoga or at our 
house, Larry met my friend and co-counselor from 
camp, Terrie Sladnick. I just remember them being a 
team from then on.
They married young and loved to cook, and for a 
while after college I lived around the corner from 
them. I showed up quite often at dinner time.
When Larry and Terrie had children they had great 
pilgrimages to Oregon to visit. Rachel learned 
to camp and watched a horse being born. Matt 
experienced a small-town school, and Andrew 
learned how to avoid work. My husband David and I 
have always felt honored that my brother trusted us 
with his children. 
All my memories are of a caring older brother who 
played with me growing up and has always been 
there for me. I am the youngest of the three of us, 
but I have retired first. My advice to Larry is ENJOY.  
JoAnn Oswald
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Thank you for bringing Joel back, and Shannon to 
Judaism; our lives are brighter now. 
Joel and Shannon Yodowitz

I feel so lucky and grateful to have met you right on time before you 
retired. Thank you for inspiring me, supporting me, and pushing me. 

You will forever stay in my heart as the teacher who accompanied 
me as I entered the gates of the Jewish people. 

Julie, Rob and Hannah Spiro

Thank you for such a beautiful organization of 
Ashland’s baby naming! 
Aaron, Jami and Ashland Johnson

Thanks to your inspiration, we are a happy and 
complete Jewish family. (At the mikvah with Rabbi 
Raphael, Helaine and Lisa.)
Ingrid Evans, Art Klein and Maya

You’ve brought us a long way with love. 
Valerie, Thierry, Kenny, Lillian and Robert Jahan
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“So what are you doing here?” asked Rabbi Larry 
when we said we wanted to join Sherith Israel. 
Our answer: His openness, humor and incredible 
leadership made us want to join in an instant. Rabbi 
Larry, you are an amazing, incredible and unique 
person! 
Zeev and Liz Schultz

Reb Larry, You have been an inspiration, a mentor, 
a teacher, a mensch, a valuable resource for the Bay 
Area Jewish Community, but most importantly a 
friend. Now that you’re retiring this should give us 
more time to take in a Giants or an A’s game, study 
the Sidra of the week together occasionally, but 
more importantly watch in wonder as you create 
the next chapter of your journey.  
L’chaim,  
George Krevsky

Rabbi Raphael has been a wonderful, supportive, 
and loyal friend to the New Israel Fund for many 
years. Since he participated in a New Israel Fund 
study tour to Israel, he has opened the doors of 
Sherith Israel to us and our Israeli partners—as well 
as opened the hearts of many of Sherith Israel’s 
congregants to our mission to strengthen equality 
and democracy for all inhabitants of Israel. This is 
a mission I know he endorses wholeheartedly. We 
are deeply grateful for his support. On behalf of the 
New Israel Fund, we wish Rabbi Raphael a hearty 
mazel tov on his retirement. We congratulate him on 
his incredible leadership, and menschkeit. We wish 
him all the best in his next adventures—knowing 
that we will continue to be a part of his life, and he a 
part of our NIF family.
Daniel Sokatch, Jennifer Gorovitz, Steve Rothman,  
Becky Buckwald, Orli Bein and the rest of the  
NIF-San Francisco staff

Dear Larry, 
Personally, and on behalf the members of 
Congregation Beth Israel Judea, I want to 
congratulate you and extend to you our best wishes 
upon your retirement.
Although I am a relative newcomer to San Francisco, 
our friendship goes back to the years in which we 
worked together at the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations (now the URJ), and it was a joy and 
comfort to me to find you here when Ricki and I 
made the Bay Area our new home. Indeed, you were 
among the first colleagues to welcome me to San 
Francisco, and I appreciated your generosity on the 
occasions when I called upon you for information 
and advice in those early days.

Mazel tov and thanks!  The Davises

Members of BIJ and others who have been part 
of the Bay Area Jewish Community for many 
years have shared with me their appreciation 
for your leadership over the years, and for your 
many contributions which have strengthened the 
community.
As you enter into the next phase of life, we wish 
you and Terrie all the best. May you experience new 
pleasures and share in the blessings of discovery, 
relaxation and well-being as you continue your life 
journey together.
Sincerely, 
Rabbi Danny Gottlieb, Congregation Beth Israel Judea   
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Thank you Larry for being an interfaith friend and 
fellow journeyer. 
John Anderson, co-pastor, St. John’s Presbyterian Church 

From the moment I met Larry, I knew that I had 
found myself a friend and a teacher. I immediately 
realized what a wealth of knowledge he brought 
to Sherith Israel and from a selfish perspective, 
to me and my work with the Board of Rabbis and 
the Federation. Over the years I haven’t ever been 
disappointed. He’s supported me and my work, 
always being available to participate in the work 
of the Synagogue-Federation Partnership as well 
as the Board of Rabbis. I wish him the best in his 
retirement and hope that he maintains his home in 
the Bay Area so that our friendship and relationship 
can evolve in the years to come. Mazel tov to him 
on reaching this pivotal moment in his life. May the 
future be a fulfillment of his most precious dreams.  
Rabbi Marvin Goodman, Executive Director, Northern 
California Board of Rabbis and Jewish Community 
Federation Rabbi in Residence

For Rabbi Raphael: May this next journey be lined 
with simchas and ruach. The world stands on three 
things: Torah, the service of G-d, and deeds of 
kindness. (Pirke Avot /Ethics of the Fathers 1:2) May 
the seeds of Torah you have planted in so many 
grow and flourish within all you have blessed. With 
much respect and admiration,
Rabbi Stacy Friedman and the Rodef Sholom Community

Rabbi Raphael has left quite an imprint on the Bay 
Area. On behalf of the board and staff of Hebrew 
Free Loan, I’d like to thank him for his tremendous 
dedication, not only to Sherith Israel, but also to 
Jewish organizations throughout the community. 
He always made himself available to us by referring 
people to our agency, speaking at our events and 
cosponsoring programs. Personally, when I assumed 
my new role as the director of Hebrew Free Loan, 
Rabbi Raphael reached out to me and offered his 
support, for which I will always be grateful.
Cindy Rogoway, Executive Director, Hebrew Free Loan 

You set me off on my Jewish journey, which 
continues to bring wonder and awe. 
Jeff Schoenfeld 

Thanks for being with us from our first meeting 
through all of our family milestones.  
The Wasserman Family

Rabbi Raphael’s lovely brit milah for our son is a 
memory we will cherish forever. 
Harry, Karen and Harrison Maring Officiating at our wedding. Happiest day of our lives. 

We wish you all the best in the next chapter. Mazel tov.  
Ira Fateman and JoBeth Walt

Congratulations on your retirement. We have valued 
your wisdom and kindness throughout the many 
years at Sherith Israel. Thank you.
Sarah, Judy and Gerry Pelzner

Thanks for the part you played in welcoming us into 
the community! 
Sara and Daniel Berman
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The best day, starting a new life. Thank you for 
everything. 
Tamar Draper

Our chuppah joy made sanctified together!
Tracy, Aaron, Sivan and Alden Stone

It was an honor to have Rabbi Larry perform our 
wedding ceremony, and to get to know one another 
on a more personal level leading up to the event. We 
will miss Larry’s kindness, warmth and wisdom, and 
wish him all the very best.
Christina Jefferson and Julie Driscoll

With loving gratitude.  Four generations of Sperbers
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Thank you for all your years of support. 
David, Robin, Olivia and Charlotte Lee

Larry Raphael is a truly special rabbi whose warmth, 
kindness, generosity and joy is boundless. 
Stanley Prusiner 

Rabbi Larry, thank you for being our guiding star! 
Ena and Erad Fridman

I have known Rabbi Larry Raphael for over 50 years.  
We went to Camp Hess Kramer together. Everyone 
knew from an early age that Larry would become 
a rabbi. Larry was smart, gentle, thoughtful and 
socially conscious. 
I lost contact with Larry in the early 1970s, when 
Larry went to Hebrew Union College in New York. 
Many years later, I received a surprise email—Larry 
wrote that he was returning to California. Was I 
interested in renewing our friendship? Of course, I 
was. We have been going to lunch ever since, with 
our two mutual friends Lynn Sedway and Marc Roth, 
usually to a Vietnamese restaurant that assures us 
their food is strictly kosher.
More recently, Larry officiated at the baby-naming 
ceremony at Sherith Israel for our first grandchild. 
My 95-year old father (Larry’s childhood rabbi) came 
from L.A. for the ceremony. My father was very 
proud to see the success of one of his “youngsters” 
who had also become a rabbi. We were all proud.
Congratulations, Larry, on your retirement. 
Joel Zeldin 

Awesome Rabbi, warm, brilliant, insightful, kind, a 
treasure for Sherith Israel and for us!
Bob and Linda Fries

We asked for a Rabbi with warmth and wisdom.
We got him.

We asked for a Rabbi with vision and courage.
We got him.

We asked for a Rabbi with patience and panache.
We got him.

We asked for a Rabbi with Neshama.
We got him.

We asked for a Rabbi who could work miracles.
We got him.

We asked for a Rabbi who could.
We got a Rabbi who did.

Mazel tov Larry on a successful and fruitful tenure 
as Congregation Sherith Israel’s ninth senior rabbi.  
Your steady hand kept the ship on course.  We and 
the entire congregation are most grateful to you and 
wish you and your family well in retirement.

With gratitude and love,
Lee Ann and Paul Steiner,  
Chair of the Rabbi Raphael Search Committee

ODE TO RABBI LARRY RAPHAEL

Larry Raphael (top row, 5th from the left): nice guy, 
mensch, ditched classes like the rest of us. He has 
paid it forward for sure. 
Leon J. Owens
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Thank you for making our family’s mitzvahs so sweet
The Solomons

Rabbi Larry’s first bat mitzvah at CSI, Maya Lekach, 
August 2003. It was the beginning of a beautiful 
relationship with the Lekach-House family.
The Lekach-House family, Julie, Stan, Sasha and Maya

We were honored with your friendship. May you 
have a lifetime full of love and dreams achieved. 
We will remember you.  
Joseph and Juana Sattler

TODAH
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Thanks for the many great memories; this is one.  
Ruth Auerbach, Dave and Matthew Levin

Sara Rubinstein Bat Mitzvah February 14, 2015
Suzanne, Sara, David and Adam Rubinstein

You will always be our favorite Rabbi. 
Elisabeth and Daniel

RABBAH, RABBI LARRY!
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Program
Friday, May 20
5:45 PM ~ Casual dinner 

7:30 PM ~ Kabbalat Shabbat worship 
Participating guests and storytellers: Marilyn Price and 
Arthur Strimling

8:45 ~ Festive oneg
Sweets by Town’s End Restaurant & Bakery

Saturday, May 21
9:15 am ~ Torah Study 
Jointly led by Rabbi Larry Raphael and his brother  
Rabbi Marc Raphael
Catered by Town’s End Restaurant & Bakery

10:30 am ~ Shabbat Worship 
Participating guests: Marilyn Price, Rabbi Marc Raphael, 
Arthur Strimling and Rabbi Gerald I. Weider

12:30–2 pm ~ Lunch and storytelling workshops
Four workshops to help you discover the magic of stories, 
find your voice and learn to tell your own story—led by  
Peter Novak, Marilyn Price, Linda Raphael and Arthur 
Strimling. Catered by Miller’s West Deli

Saturday Evening, May 21 
7 pm in Newman Hall ~ Congregational Gala  
Share your Six-Word Memoir as a tribute to Rabbi Raphael. 
Havdalah will follow. Catered by Work of Art

8:30 pm in the sanctuary
Heart of the World Concert with Danny Maseng 

9:45 pm in Newman Hall
Dessert catered by Town’s End Restaurant & Bakery

Susan Borkin 
Jonathan Burton 
Lisa Erdberg 
Mimi Gauss 
Sheila Gordon  

Valerie Jahan  
Maurice Kamins 
Cece Kaufman
Arlene Krieger  
Alan Mirviss  

David Newman  
Ellen Newman  
David Perlstein  
Jean Schore  
Ellen Schumm  

Lynn Sedway
Bill Shore  
Karen Zelmar  
Lonnie Zwerin

Thanks to executive director Amy Mallor and the committee members who worked so hard on this event: 

Danny Maseng is a playwright, actor, 
singer and composer. He serves as chazzan 
and spiritual leader of Makom LA, a post-
denominational Jewish community in Los 
Angeles. Danny participated in many national 
events and programs directed by Rabbi 
Raphael before he came to Sherith Israel.

Peter Novak, Ph.D., is professor of performing 
arts and social justice at the University of San 
Francisco. He has been Rabbi Raphael’s speech 
coach in San Francisco.

Marilyn Price has been our guest at Sherith 
Israel many times, and has appeared across 
the country as a storyteller, puppeteer and 
educator for 40 years. She lives in Evanston,  
Illinois, and is a long-time friend of Rabbi 
Raphael.

Linda Raphael, Ph.D., is director of the 
Medical Humanities Program at George 
Washington University School of Medicine and 
Health Sciences, Washington, D.C. She is Rabbi 
Raphael’s sister-in-law.

Rabbi Marc Raphael, Ph.D., is professor of 
religious studies and Gumenick Professor of 
Judaic Studies at William & Mary University, 
Williamsburg, Virginia. He is Rabbi Raphael’s 
brother.

Arthur Strimling is the founder of 
Roots&Branches, creating intergenerational 
theater in New York. He was Rabbi Raphael’s 
storytelling coach in New York. 

Rabbi Gerald I. Weider is rabbi emeritus 
of Congregation Beth Elohim, Brooklyn, New 
York, where the Raphael family belonged prior 
to coming to San Francisco. Rabbi Weider and 
Rabbi Raphael met as students in Jerusalem in 
1970.

Special Guests

Rabbi Larry Raphael became Sherith Israel’s ninth senior rabbi in 2003. His warmth—how does he remember 
everyone’s name?—inspired teaching, and love of stories have endeared him to the congregation these past 13 
years. We honor Rabbi Raphael by celebrating his story during this festive weekend.


