
Proposed Change to Article VI, Section 1 of Congregation Sherith Israel’s By-Laws 
 
At the March 24, 2020 meeting of the Board of Trustees of Congregation Sherith Israel, the 
Board voted to recommend to membership the following change to Article VI, Section 1 of the 
congregation’s by-laws with regard to the standing committees of the congregation. 
 
This change will significantly reduce the number of Standing Committees specified in the 
by-laws, but will not change which committees are active right now.  This change is 
structural, but not substantive.  
 
The change came up because the Board decided to merge the Building and Grounds Committee 
and the Technology Committee, to create a broader Infrastructure Committee.  Since the 
Building and Grounds Committee is a Standing Committee, this change necessitated amending 
the list of Standing Committees.  As we looked at the list, we realized that some of the 
committees listed as “Standing Committees” have not been active in years, whereas there are 
other committees not listed that are currently extremely active.  We determined that it made more 
sense to strip the Standing Committees down to only the ones that are essential to our basic 
governance (Executive, Budget and Finance, and Trustees).  This way, as committees wax and 
wane, it will not be necessary to seek an amendment to the by-laws.  
 
All of the committees that are currently active will be officially recognized by the Board of 
Trustees at its May meeting, pursuant to Article VI, Section 2, which allows the president, with 
the consent of the Board, to create committees in addition to the named Standing Committees. 
The committee chairs of the affected committees have been consulted, and do not object to this 
approach.  
 
The by-laws currently state: 
 
Section 1 – Standing Committees: The Congregation shall have the following standing            
committees: 
 

Budget and Finance 
Building and Grounds 
Communications 
Development 
Education 
Executive 
Membership/Community 
Ritual 
Social Action 
Trustees 

 
The Board of Trustees has voted to recommend that this section of the by-laws be amended to 
read: 
 



Section 1 – Standing Committees: The Congregation shall have the following standing            
committees: 
 

Budget and Finance 
Executive 
Trustees 

 
 


