
Minutes of the Congregation Sherith Israel Annual Meeting 
21 May 2019 

 
1. Call to order 

a. Having a quorum, President Craig Etlin called the meeting to order at 
6:30. 

2. Cantor David Frommer offered the Invocation. 
3. Approval of minutes of the 2018 Annual Meeting 

a. Secretary Erik Migdail presented the minutes of the 2018 Annual 
Meeting of Congregation Sherith Israel (“CSI”). 

b. Alan Mirviss made a motion to approve the minutes; David Perlstein 
seconded the motion. The motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

4. Senior Rabbi’s Remarks 
a. Rabbi Graf expressed her appreciation for the community. 
b. Rabbi Graf shared a teaching from this week’s Torah portion, focusing 

on the integrity of our sanctuary following the retrofit, and she noted 
the many events that have occurred there. 

c. Rabbi Graf honored members of the community who have passed in 
the last year. 

d. She highlighted the social justice work of the congregation, as well as 
the ways in which the community supports each other.  

e. All of this work happens either figuratively or metaphorically in our 
sanctuary. 

5. Remarks by President Craig Etlin 
a. Craig reflected on 19 years as part of the CSI lay leadership. Much of 

his work has focused on building: Either in the past on the retrofit or 
in the present on building community, programs, and education. 

b. Our programs and attendance at services continue to grow and thrive. 
Craig noted highlights in our programs and congregational initiatives. 

c. Craig asks that we shift our focus from looking inward to looking 
outward and growing the congregation. 

d. Craig noted the many leadership roles incoming president Lindsay 
Braunig has held over the past six years, and observed that she has 
demonstrated qualities that will make her a great leader of our 
congregation. 

e. Craig called on the congregation to be ambassadors for CSI. 
f. Craig thanked the community for their support during his presidency. 

He expressed appreciation for the board, the staff, and the clergy. 
g. Craig announced that we have signed a contract extension for five 

years with Rabbi Graf. 
h. Craig concluded by thanking his family for their support during his 

term. 
6. Remarks by Hills of Eternity Board President Eric Safire 

a. Eric expressed his pleasure to hand off the gavel to new President 
Ruth Auerbach. 



b. Eric noted his appreciation for James Carlson, who recently retired as 
the Hills of Eternity Executive Director, and introduced Susan 
Solomon, who is taking over as Executive Director. 

c. He expressed thanks for members of the board for their support 
during his illness and for the work of the board. 

d. He presented to Craig a check for $36,000 as a gift from Hills of 
Eternity to the congregation.  This gift brought the Hills of Eternity 
total giving to the congregation to over $90,000 during 2019. 

e. He noted how vibrant and exhilarating CSI is from his perspective as a 
long-time congregant, speaking particularly to the outreach of our 
clergy. 

7. Treasurer’s Report 
a. Treasurer Katie Zier reviewed our financial position. 
b. Katie noted we had budgeted a loss of $170,000 for 2018, but ended 

$9,500 in the positive. She reviewed the drivers for that difference.  
c. The 2019 budget has a deficit of $102,000. Katie explained the 

historical data and philosophy by which this budget was developed.  
d. We have a strong reserve cash position, which allows for 10-12 years 

of solvency at our present spending levels. 
e. Katie urged people to be mindful of dues payment, pledges, and 

timing. She also noted that a major goal of the dues restructuring was 
to increase revenue. The restructuring has led to a 10% increase in 
average dues pledge. 

f. Katie answered questions from the membership and thanked the 
members of the Budget and Finance Committee. 

8. Executive Director’s Remarks 
a. Executive Director Gordon Gladstone noted that he has been with us 

for a year and a quarter. 
b. He praised the staff of CSI, noting that they go home when he tells 

them to do so. 
c. He has spent the year cleaning, organizing, repairing, learning, and 

looking for improvements. 
d. Gordon spoke to revenue and grant opportunities that he is pursuing, 

especially around building security. 
e. He spoke to his appreciation for working with the clergy team, 

particularly around finding our place in the Bay Area Jewish 
community. 

f. Gordon answered questions from the membership. In particular, he 
addressed how we decide to make changes to programs. 

9. Election of members to the Board of Trustees, Congregation Sherith Israel 
a. On behalf of the Committee on Trustees, Howard Wexler presented 

Christina Jefferson, Richard Johns, and Michael Moss for election to 
the Board for their first three-year terms. The motion carried by 
unanimous voice vote.  



b. On behalf of the Committee on Trustees, Howard Wexler presented 
Craig Etlin and Karen Zelmar for election to the Board for their second 
three-year terms. The motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

c. On behalf of the Committee on Trustees, Howard Wexler presented 
Lindsay Braunig, Gale Gottlieb, and Katie Zier for election to the Board 
for their third three-year terms. The motion carried by unanimous 
voice vote. 

d. On behalf of the Committee on Trustees, Howard Wexler presented 
past president Evan Kletter for election for his fourth and final term. 
The motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

10. Election of members to the Board of Directors, Hills of Eternity 
a. On behalf of the Committee on Trustees, Howard Wexler presented 

Nancy Sheftel-Gomes and Stephen Weiner for election to the Board for 
their first three-year terms. The motion carried by unanimous voice 
vote. 

b. On behalf of the Committee on Trustees, Howard Wexler presented 
Warren Braunig, Thierry Jahan, and Gary Moss for election to the 
Board for their second three-year terms. The motion carried by 
unanimous voice vote. 

11. Recognition of Retiring Board Member 
a. Craig Etlin recognized Claire Davis for her work on the board. 
b. Craig and Lindsay presented her with a gift in honor of her service. 

12. Proposed Change to Article V, Section 9 of CSI’s by-laws 
a. Secretary Erik Migdail presented the proposal, which will empower 

the President of the congregation to cancel any two meetings of the 
Board of Trustees. The current by-laws restrict such cancellations to 
July and August only. 

b. The motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
13. Announcement of Officers of the Board of Trustees 

a. Secretary Erik Migdail announced the officers. 
b. The following congregants shall serve in the following capacities:  

i. President: Lindsay Braunig 
ii. Vice President: Craig Etlin  

iii. Treasurer: Katie Zier  
iv. Assistant Treasurer: Karen Zelmar 
v. Secretary: Erik Migdail. 

14. Remarks of the incoming President of the Board of Trustees 
a. Lindsay Braunig started by thanking the board, her husband Warren, 

and Immediate Past President Craig Etlin. 
b. Lindsay especially noted the remarkable work of her predecessor, 

Craig. We are in a strong financial position with excellent clergy and 
lay leadership. She reviewed the work on the retrofit. She unveiled a 
plaque in his honor. 

c. Lindsay spoke to the importance of this congregational community in 
her own life, and about various ways she would like to help build 



congregational community for all of Sherith Israel’s members, 
including by starting a chavurah program and through the Studio 
cohort.  

15. Ner Tamid Award 
a. Craig Etlin presented the Ner Tamid Award to Jacalyn Kornblatt. 
b. Jacalyn has been the driving force behind our lay-led Saturday 

shabbat services. Craig also noted her longtime participation in our 
Koleynu Choir. 

c. Jacalyn spoke of how honored she is to receive the award and of her 
appreciation for the other leaders she works with for Saturday 
services. 

16. Craig Etlin invited the members to share their Good and Welfare. 
17. Cantor David Frommer offered the Benediction. 
18. Craig Etlin adjourned the meeting at 8:07. 


