
Congregation Sherith Israel 2019 Annual Meeting 
May 21, 2019 

Agenda 
 

 Call to Order  
 Invocation  
 Approval of Minutes of the 2018 Annual Meeting  
 President’s Remarks  
 Cemetery Board President’s Remarks  
 Treasurer’s Report 
 Senior Rabbi’s Remarks 
 Executive Director’s Remarks 
 Election of Members to the Board of Trustees, Congregation 

 Sherith Israel (vote)  
 Election of Members to the Cemetery Board of Directors, 

 Congregation Sherith Israel (vote)  
 Recognition of Retiring Board Member 
 Proposed Change to Article V, Section 9 of Congregation 

Sherith Israel’s By-Laws (vote) 
 Announcement of Officers  
 Remarks of the Incoming President of the Board of Trustees 
 Ner Tamid Award  
 Good & Welfare  
 Benediction  
 Adjournment  

 
 



Congregation Sherith Israel Annual Meeting 
15 May 2018 
 

1. Call to order 
a. Having a quorum, President Craig Etlin called the meeting to order at 

6:00. 
2. Cantor David Frommer offered the Invocation. 
3. Approval of minutes of the 2017 Annual Meeting 

a. Secretary Erik Migdail presented the minutes of the 2017 Annual 
Meeting of CSI. 

b. Michael Miller made a motion to approve the minutes; Kathryn 
Amenta seconded the motion. The motion carried by unanimous voice 
vote. 

4. Remarks by President Craig Etlin 
a. Craig noted the completion of the retrofit and our path to the future. 
b. Craig reviewed highlights of hiring Gordon Gladstone as Executive 

Director and soon-to-be-ordained Rabbi Abby Phelps as Rabbi 
Educator, starting July 1.  Craig thanked the search committee 
members for both of these hires. He also noted that the budget from 
last year ended with a surplus. 

c. Craig spoke of the central importance of education to our future and 
the re-envisioning process currently underway. 

d. Craig touched briefly on projected budget deficits to support our 
vision. 

e. Craig noted that CSI is visibly back on the map with a high profile, and 
reviewed highlights. 

f. Craig expressed gratitude for such an active congregation in terms of 
giving money and other efforts to help our congregation thrive. 

g. Craig invited all present to be ambassadors for our congregation. 
h. Craig expressed deep thanks for the financial support of the Cemetery 

Board. 
5. Remarks by Cemetery Board President Eric Safire 

a. Eric expressed appreciation for where CSI is at this point in time, and 
the exciting programs. 

b. Eric acknowledged the excellent professional staff of the cemetery. 
c. Eric reviewed some of the projects currently underway at HOE and 

noted that the Cemetery Board ensures the funding of projects before 
making gifts to the CSI Board. 

d. Eric offered special thanks to Nancy Sheftel-Gomes and Michael Miller. 
e. Eric thanked Alan Weinberg, who is leaving the board, and welcomed 

Diane Fellman, who is joining the board. 
f. Eric presented a check for $18,000.00 to the Congregation. 

6. Treasurer’s Report 
a. Treasurer Katie Zier reviewed our financial position. 
b. Katie provided details of the Congregation’s financial performance 

relative to the 2017 budget. 



c. We finished the year with a surplus of $42,572, which was possible 
because of conservative planning, luck, and one-time savings. 

d. Katie reviewed controllable and non-controllable factors, especially as 
they relate to future projections. 

e. Projected operating budget for 2018 includes a $170,042 deficit 
projection. Katie reviewed the assumptions by which this figure was 
derived.  

f. Katie spoke about how dues expectations, pledges, and time of 
payment impacts financial operations. 

g. Katie noted that despite the excellent performance this year, our 
financial strategy and priorities have not changed. Revenue 
diversification is a major component of getting to a balanced budget. 

h. Questions 
i. How is security paid for? We contract a service and 

supplement for key events with SFPD. 
7. Presentation by the Social Action Committee (SAC) regarding activities 

related to immigration policy 
a. Stacy Passman and Karen Alschuler noted that we are now a 

Sanctuary Synagogue, and that this is central to the work of the SAC. 
b. Stacy highlighted current initiatives of the SAC, and invited members 

to become active. 
c. Karen noted the position of CSI in the larger community and provided 

examples. She also exhorted members to get more involved, especially 
with the accompaniment program, and noted actions the SAC has 
taken. She described four types of support actions within the 
program. 

8. Remarks of the Senior Rabbi Jessica Zimmerman Graf 
a. Rabbi Graf noted the pleasure and privilege of being involved in the 

lives of our congregants. 
b. Rabbi Graf shared a teaching. 
c. Rabbi Graf shared highlights of the year, including work with the 6th 

grade class and their families, Havdallah gatherings, the High Holiday 
celebrations, musical Shabbats and visiting speakers, and the sharing 
of life passages with congregants. 

d. She noted her hopes to continue celebrating, studying, and building 
community. She especially noted the re-envisioning of the educational 
program. 

9. Remarks from Executive Director Gordon Gladstone 
a. Gordon noted that his job is everything in the synagogue that is not 

religion. 
b. Gordon presented what he has learned about CSI in his first 6 months 

and his areas of focus. Notably, he takes a very systematic and 
programmatic approach. 

c. Gordan acknowledge the IT team of Alan Mirviss, Charley Stern, and 
Zack Migdail. 

d. Question: What is the toughest thing on his plate? Hiring personnel. 



10. Presentation by Chesed Committee 
a. Janet Parker and Helen Luey spoke on behalf of the Chesed committee. 
b. Janet noted the work of the SAC to care for those outside of the CSI 

community and noted the symmetry of the Chesed Committee within 
the CSI community. 

c. Helen reviewed the work of the committee. The committee has 
provided services to 65 families in the past year. She asked for 
congregants to sign up for the committee; cards were provided on the 
tables. 

11. Election of members to the Board of Trustees, Congregation Sherith Israel 
a. On behalf of the Committee on Trustees, Howard Wexler presented 

Joan Libman for election to the Board for her third three-year term. 
The motion carried by unanimous voice vote 

b. On behalf of the Committee on Trustees, Howard Wexler presented 
Dan Dohan, Erik Migdail, and Alan Mirviss for election to the Board for 
their second three-year term. The motion carried by unanimous voice 
vote. 

c. On behalf of the Committee on Trustees, Howard Wexler presented 
Judie Wexler for election to the Board for her first three-year term. 
The motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

12. Election of members to the Board of Directors, Hills of Eternity 
a. On behalf of the Committee on Trustees, Howard Wexler presented 

Eric Safire for election to the Board for his second three-year term. 
The motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

b. On behalf of the Committee on Trustees, Howard Wexler presented 
Diane Fellman, Diane Greene, and Michael Miller for election to the 
Board for their first three-year term. The motion carried by 
unanimous voice vote. 

13. Proposed Change to Article X, Section 2 of CSI’s by-laws 
a. Secretary Erik Migdail presented the proposal, which would raise the 

maximum number of Directors on the Cemetery Board from 11 to 13 
Directors. 

b. The motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
14. Announcement of Officers of the Board of Trustees 

a. Secretary Erik Migdail announced the officers. 
b. Those currently serving will continue in their present capacity: 

President Craig Etlin; Vice President Lindsay Braunig; Treasurer Katie 
Zier; Assistant Treasurer Karen Zelmar; Secretary Erik Migdail. 

15. Recognition of outgoing Trustee 
a. Craig Etlin recognized the achievements of past president Lynn 

Sedway, who is completing her final term on the Board of Trustees. 
b. Craig reviewed all of Lynn’s contributions to the CSI community over 

the last 12 years, which are too numerous to list here. 
c. Lynn spoke of how special CSI has been in her life, where she has had 

an adult b’nai mitzvah. 
16. Ner Tamid Award 



a. Craig Etlin presented the Ner Tamid Award to Nancy Sheftel-Gomes 
b. Though the award is normally given to a volunteer rather than 

professional staff, Nancy straddles both worlds. Craig reviewed 
Nancy’s many accomplishments and contributions to CSI. 

c. Nancy said she joined CSI in 1977 for the religious school. She 
reviewed some of her history here. 

17. Craig Etlin invited the members to share their Good and Welfare. 
18. Rabbi Graf and Cantor Frommer offered the Benediction. 
19. President Craig Etlin adjourned the meeting at 7:21. 



Nominations  
 
Recommendations for election to the Board of Trustees of Congregation Sherith Israel:  
 
Nominated for election for a 1st three-year term: Christina Jefferson, Richard Johns, and 
Michael Moss. 
 
Nominated for election for a 2nd three-year term: Craig Etlin and Karen Zelmar. 
 
Nominated for election for a 3rd three-year term: Katie Zier, Gale Gottlieb, and Lindsay 
Braunig. 
 
Nominated for election to a final term: Evan Kletter.  
 
Recommendations for election to the Cemetery Board of Directors:  
 
Nominated for election for a 1st three-year term: Nancy Sheftel-Gomes and Stephen Wiener 
 
Nominated for election for a 2nd three-year term: Warren Braunig, Thierry Jahan, and Gary 
Moss. 
 
 
In accordance with Article V, Section 6, of the By-Laws, additional nominations may be made by 
written petition signed by not less than twenty-five (25) members in good standing of the 
Congregation and presented to the Secretary thereof not less than fourteen (14) days prior to 
the Annual Meeting. A list of all persons nominated by written petition shall be mailed to the 
members of the Congregation at least seven (7) days prior to the date set for the Annual 
Meeting. No one shall be nominated by petition unless he or she has previously consented in 
writing, filed with the Secretary, to his or her nomination.  
 



Biographical Information on New Trustees and Directors 
 

Christina Jefferson 
 
Christina was born in St Louis, grew up in Indiana, and has lived in Fort Knox, Kentucky, 
Izmir, Turkey and Columbus, Ohio. Christina moved to San Francisco 11 years ago, with a 
brief three-year stint in Washington DC. 
 
Christina currently works for the global makeup company Sephora in their Social Impact 
Program as Program Coordinator. She has an undergraduate degree in Ceramics and a 
Masters in Human Resources. She coordinates free makeup classes with the 400 Sephora 
stores for people going through Cancer, Domestic Violence situations, homeless situations 
as well as Transgender and Non-binary communities. She is also the program coordinator 
for Diversity and Inclusion for Sephora corporate and store employees. 
  
Columbus, Ohio, is where she converted to Judaism, played roller derby and met Julie 
Driscoll, a referee for the league who would become her wife. Julie and Christina were 
married at Sherith Israel in 2015 by Rabbi Larry Raphael (may his memory be a blessing) 
and Rabbi Julie Saxe-Taller. 
  
Christina has been the librarian at Sherith Israel since 2009 and a member since 2008. She 
was part of the Adult Confirmation Class of 2011, is currently a member of the membership 
committee, and is an occasional volunteer vegetable scrubber with her wife at HaMotzi. She 
also sings in our Koleynu choir. She is on the leadership team for HYPE Horizons 
Foundation Young Professionals for Equality (an LGBTQ organization). 
  
When she is not working, she enjoys spending time in Sonoma’s wine country. She also 
loves travel (especially by car), history, reading, and Star Trek. You can also find her roller 
skating and walking in Golden Gate Park. 
 
 
Richard Johns 
 
Richard Johns first attended CSI in the early 1970's, then belonged to both Congregation 
Beth Sholom (where he was a Director) and CSI. He married Eleanor Johns at CSI in 1981. 
  
Richard graduated from Culver Military Academy (1964) where he rode as part of the Black 
Horse Troop in President Kennedy's Inaugural Parade; UCSB (BA English, 1968); Hastings 
(1971); and was a Teaching Fellow and Instructor at the University of Chicago Law School 
(1972-73).  He was a lieutenant in the Field Artillery and later the Judge Advocate General 
Corps.  Returning to San Francisco, he practiced antitrust, RICO, and securities litigation; 
business and real estate litigation; and municipal bond litigation, representing the State of 
California.  He is now retired. 
  
Richard was President of the San Francisco Museum and Historical Society (2003-2010), 
the Bay Area Chapter of the American Jewish Committee (2003-2005), and has occupied 



the Historian's seat on the San Francisco Historic Preservation Commission since 2010.  He 
has been a member of Concordia-Argonaut (now Presidio Golf and Concordia Club) since 
1976.  Richard has an extensive collection of songs about San Francisco, and produced a CD 
titled "San Francisco In Song."  Board of Governors of Hastings (2014 to date).  He and 
Eleanor live on 9th Avenue across the street from son Jeffrey Eisenberg (Bar Mitzvah CSI 
1981), daughter-in-law Dr. Melinda Aquino, and grandsons Max (10) and Ben (9). 
 
 
Michael Moss 
 
Michael Moss was born in San Francisco and raised in Fresno, California. He attended UC 
Santa Barbara and the University of Southern California Law Center (Class of 1974). He 
practiced law in Fresno for nearly forty years, serving as the managing shareholder at two 
separate law firms. He formed the San Francisco-based Moss Law Firm, LLP with his 
daughter-in-law, Lindsay Silverstein Moss, in 2013. The firm primarily advises Employee 
Benefit Plans and the construction industry. 
 
Michael and his wife, Lisa, relocated to San Francisco in 2013. Lisa is a retired School 
Psychologist. They will celebrate their 40th wedding anniversary in 2020. Their sons, 
Samuel and Jacob, along with Daughter-in-Law Lindsay and grandchildren Aaron and Lily 
live in the Bay Area. Samuel is Executive Director of the Mission Housing Development 
Corporation. Jacob is General Counsel and a Shareholder at Plant Construction.  
While living in Fresno, Michael and Lisa were members of Congregation Beth Jacob. 
Michael served as a Board Member and President of that small Conservative Congregation. 
Their sons were Bar Mitzvah at Congregation Beth Jacob.  
 
His other volunteer activities included terms as a Board member and officer of Central 
California Legal Services, San Joaquin Country Club, Fresno High Babe Ruth League Board, 
Palm Shields Little League, the AGCC Legal Advisory Committee, and Fig Garden Swim and 
Racquet Club.  
 
Lisa and Michael joined CSI in 2013. They are forever indebted to Rabbi Larry Raphael, who 
oversaw Lisa and Lindsay’s conversions to Judaism, as well as officiating at both the 
marriage of Jacob and Lindsay and the Brit Milah of grandson Aaron. Thanks in large part 
to introductions from the CSI Clergy, Lisa and Michael have been warmly welcomed into 
the CSI community. 
 
 
Nancy Sheftel-Gomes 
 
A former Chair of the cemetery board and former Sherith Israel Board Member and officer, 
Nancy retired as Education Director of Sherith Israel in June 2018 and has worked with 
seven rabbis and three cantors. She joined the Sherith Israel community in 1977. 
 
Nancy has a lifelong commitment to giving back to the community. She is a supporter and a 
leader of the HaMotzi/Chicken Soupers project, and a member of several committees. 



A lifelong student, Nancy attends classes at the Fromm Institute. Nancy is also a Masters 
Student at the University of San Francisco School of Education, studying Human Rights 
Education. 
 
Most Shabbat mornings you will find Nancy at Torah Study and Services. When she is not 
studying, she is working in her organic backyard garden. She has been married to August 
Gomes for 49 years and is the parent of Nasoan and of Aumijo and the grandmother of four. 
 
 
Stephen E. Weiner 

         
A native San Franciscan and graduate of George Washington High School, Steve has been a 
member of Congregation Sherith Israel for 47 years. A graduate of San Jose State 
University, he has a BS in Marketing and a Masters degree in Business Administration. 
 
Steve worked for Standard Oil and Tenneco Chemicals before turning his attention to the 
family business, a decades-old chain of shoe stores with many locations around the Bay 
Area. During this time, Steve was active in many merchant associations around the Bay 
Area, serving repeatedly in executive capacities. He was a key player in securing the 
approval of the San Francisco Planning Board for the development of Stonestown Galleria. 
He was also recently a Board Member and President of the Lake Merced Hill Home Owners 
Association. 
 
In 1990, Steve became the Executive Director of Peninsula Temple Beth El in San Mateo, a 
position he left to become Director of Sales for Hills of Eternity, Home of Peace, and Salem 
Jewish Cemeteries, in Colma, where he served Congregation Sherith Israel until 2014. 
  
 
 



Proposed Change to Article V, Section 9 of Congregation Sherith Israel’s By-Laws 
 
At the June 19, 2018 meeting of the Board of Trustees of Congregation Sherith Israel, the Board 
voted to recommend to membership the following change to Article V, Section 9 of the 
congregation’s by-laws with regard to the frequency of regular meetings of the Board of 
Trustees.  
 
The by-laws currently state: 
 
The Board of Trustees shall meet regularly at least once each month (except no meeting shall be 
required to be held during July and August unless called by the President) at a time and place to be 
fixed by the President of the Congregation.  Notice of each regular meeting shall be provided by the 
Secretary to all members of the Board as soon as is practicable. 
 
The Board of Trustees has voted to recommend that this section of the by-laws be amended to 
read: 
 
The Board of Trustees shall meet regularly at least once each month at a time and place to be fixed 
by the President of the Congregation, except that at the discretion of the President, up to two 
regular meetings in each period between Annual Meetings of the Congregation may be cancelled.  
Notice of each regular meeting shall be provided by the Secretary to all members of the Board as 
soon as is practicable. 
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