
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING 
         Tuesday, May 15, 2018 

5:30 Dinner, 6:00 Meeting—Newman Hall 
 
 

April 23, 2018 
 
Dear Fellow Congregant: 
 
On behalf of the Board of Trustees, we are pleased to invite you to the 2018 Annual Meeting of 
Congregation Sherith Israel. Enjoy dinner at 5:30 pm and meet with other members of our community  
prior to the meeting. Registration on our website or by calling 415.346.1720. 
 
We look forward to celebrating with you the many accomplishments of the last year, culminating a 
period of transition that poises us to start the next exciting era in the history of our congregation. As 
we continue to implement the dynamic vision of Rabbi Graf and Cantor Frommer, we move from 
strength to strength to strength. As our programs have grown, the Bay Area community has taken 
notice, as seen in the frequent local articles that highlight the goings-on in our beautiful building. 
While this year has seen us consolidating our progress, it has also seen its share of change. Last year, 
we bid goodbye to Rabbi Saxe-Taller; this year, we are ready to welcome the newest member of our 
clergy team, Rabbi Abigail Phelps, who will join us as a Rabbi Educator leading and reinvigorating our 
religious school. Last year, the Executive Director’s report was prepared by Nancy Sheftel-Gomes, 
who stepped up to serve in that capacity when we needed her most; this year, we will hear from 
Gordon Gladstone, who has brought extraordinary vision, energy, and management experience to the 
role. Last year, we heard that the retrofit was nearing completion; this year, we congregate in a 
building that we know will house our community for generations to come. 
 
Please join us to celebrate these accomplishments and to continue our shared work. In addition to 
voting on nominees to the Board of Trustees and the Hills of Eternity’s Board of Directors, our 
treasurer, Katie Zier, looks forward to updating the membership on our financial health. We will also 
have a presentation by the chairs of the Social Action Committee about our activities relating to 
immigration policy.   
 
To save on costs, and be more environmentally friendly, you can access the draft minutes of last 
year's meeting, the bios of the nominees and other pertinent documents on our website at 
www.sherithisrael.org. If you would like to receive a hard copy of the above information please 
contact our office at 415.346.1720. Just as a reminder: In order to vote at the Annual Meeting, you 
must be a member in good standing. If you have not yet pledged or started paying your membership 
dues for 2018, please do so. We look forward to seeing you at this important meeting. 

  

 

 
Crai  
     
Craig Etlin   Erik Migdail 

President    Secretary 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Congregation Sherith Israel 2018 Annual Meeting 
Draft Agenda 

 
 

 Call to Order  

 Invocation  

 Approval of Minutes of the 2017 Annual Meeting  

 President’s Remarks  

 Cemetery Board President’s Remarks  

 Treasurer’s Report 

 Presentation by the Social Action Committee Regarding Activities Related to 

Immigration Policy 

 Remarks of the Clergy Team 

 Presentation by Chesed Committee  

 Election of Members to the Board of Trustees, Congregation Sherith Israel (vote)  

 Election of Members to the Cemetery Board of Directors, Congregation Sherith Israel 

(vote)  

 Proposed Change to Article X, Section 2 of Congregation Sherith Israel’s By-Laws (vote) 

 Announcement of Officers  

 Ner Tamid Award  

 Good & Welfare  

 Benediction  

 Adjournment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Proposed Change to Article X, Section 2 of Congregation Sherith Israel’s By-Laws 
 

At the April 17, 2018 meeting of the Board of Trustees of Congregation Sherith Israel, the Board 
voted to recommend to membership the following change to Article X, Section 2 of the 
congregation’s by-laws with regard to the number of directors who can serve on the Hills of 
Eternity’s Board of Directors.  
 

In part, the by-laws currently state: 
 

“The number of members of the Board of Directors shall be set from time to time by resolution 
of the Board of Trustees, but shall not be less than seven (7) nor more than eleven (11).” 
 

The Board of Trustees has voted to recommend that this section of the by-laws be amended to 
read: 
 

“The number of members of the Board of Directors shall be set from time to time by resolution 
of the Board of Trustees, but shall not be less than seven (7) nor more than thirteen (13).” 
 
Nominations  

 

Recommendations for election to the Board of Trustees of Congregation Sherith Israel:  
 

Nominated for election for a 1st three-year term: Judie Wexler. 

 

Nominated for election for a 2nd three-year term: Dan Dohan, Erik Migdail, and Alan Mirviss. 

 

Nominated for election for a 3rd three-year term: Joan Libman.  

 

Recommendations for election to the Cemetery Board of Directors:  
 

Nominated for election for a 1st three-year term: Diane Fellman, Diane Green, and Michael 

Miller. 

 

Nominated for election for a 2nd three-year term: Eric Safire. 

 

In accordance with Article V, Section 6, of the By-Laws, additional nominations may be made by 

written petition signed by not less than twenty-five (25) members in good standing of the 

Congregation and presented to the Secretary thereof not less than fourteen (14) days prior to the 

Annual Meeting. A list of all persons nominated by written petition shall be mailed to the members of 

the Congregation at least seven (7) days prior to the date set for the Annual Meeting. No one shall be 

nominated by petition unless he or she has previously consented in writing, filed with the Secretary, 

to his or her nomination.  

 

Biographical Information on New Trustees and Directors 
 

Diane Fellman 
Diane Fellman grew up in a suburb of Cleveland, Ohio that was not part of the larger “Heights” 

Jewish community.  Experiencing anti-Semitism directly made her beliefs only stronger.  Diane was 

Bat Mitzvah’d in 1973, was active in BBG, and served as a counselor for seven summers at Camp 

Wise (affiliated with the Cleveland JCC). She spent her first 27 years in Ohio, getting a BA in 

Political Science from The Ohio State University and a law degree from the other “UC,” University 

of Cincinnati. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

After a polar vortex winter in 1976, she moved to California to work on energy policy and met Alan 

Mirviss, her husband of 36 years and a current Sherith Israel board member, through their joint 

interest in transforming California’s energy sector from brown to green.  That interest continued 

throughout her career with positions at the California Energy and Public Utilities Commissions, the 

private practice of law, and as Vice President for external affairs at a Fortune 200 company.  Today, 

she has returned where it all began: to the state, working on the policy platform for the next electric 

market transformation. 

 

Members of Sherith Israel since 1995, Alan and Diane joined after finding a spiritual connection with 

its community following extensive “temple” shopping.  Their two children, Isaac (30) and Lillian 

(28), were both B’Nai Mitzvah’d and confirmed at Sherith Israel, and Alan finally had his Bar 

Mitzvah through the adult B’Nai Mitzvah program.  Today, Diane chants Torah for the lay-led 

Saturday services, an honor that was not allowed for her Bat Mitzvah. 

 

Diane lives in the Upper Haight neighborhood of San Francisco.  She enjoys the spirit of tikkun olam 

through her work to green the grid, building her strength back through swimming, walking and 

gyrotonics, and practicing hygge, the Danish art of chilling out by voracious fiction reading and 

knitting.   

 

 

Judie Wexler 
Judie Wexler grew up in New York City, first visiting California on a trip after graduating high 

school.  She fell in love with San Francisco, but at age 16 could not imagine she would leave New 

York and move here.  Once she completed her BA at Russell Sage College in Troy New York and her 

MA at the University of Pennsylvania, she shocked her family by moving to San Francisco.  After 

working for the Department of City Planning for a year, she entered a PhD program in sociology at 

UC Berkeley.   

 

Judie is married to Howard Wexler, who she first met during a ski trip and then again when they were 

both working with Soviet Jewry Action Group.  Their children, Robyn and Matthew, were both 

confirmed at Sherith Israel and Matthew was a Bar Mitzvah here.  They have been members of the 

congregation since the early 1980s.  Judie is a founding member of the Sherith Israel Book Club.  She 

was active in creating the last strategic plan and co-chaired the Education Committee for many years. 

 

Judie taught Sociology for many years at Holy Names University and moved into academic 

administration there as Dean of the College.  She spent five years at WSCUC, the accrediting agency 

for California, Hawaii, and the Pacific, before leaving there to become Provost at California Institute 

of Integral Studies (CIIS).  She currently is President of CIIS. 

 

Judie is excited to play a more active role at Sherith Israel.  Especially in the current unsettled times, 

she sees building community and supporting organizations with a spiritual and social justice mission 

as vitally important.   

 

Judie enjoys spending time with family and friends, especially her four grandsons, who are 

continuing her sports education.  She is passionate about dance, books, and exercise. 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

Congregation Sherith Israel 
Congregational Annual Meeting 

May 4, 2017 
 

1. Call to Order.   At 6:32 p.m., having a quorum, Evan Kletter called the Annual 
Meeting of Congregation Sherith Israel (“CSI”) to order. 
 

2. Invocation.  Rabbi Saxe-Taller delivered the Invocation. 
 

3. Approval of Minutes. Lindsay Braunig presented the minutes from the 2016 Annual 
Meeting. 

 
a. Lindsay Braunig made a motion to approve the 2016 Annual Meeting Minutes; 

Thierry Jahan seconded the motion. The minutes were approved by 
unanimous voice vote. 
 

4. Associate Rabbi’s Remarks.  Rabbi Julie Saxe-Taller, at her final Annual Meeting as 
Rabbi of CSI, highlighted the accomplishments and joys of her 13-year tenure 
serving the Congregation, including the successful Retrofit Project, the continued 
building of communities within the congregation, the Chesed Committee, and the 
focus on social justice. In closing, Rabbi Saxe-Taller thanked the CSI community for 
the opportunity to serve and observe. 
 

5. Senior Rabbi’s and Cantor’s Remarks.  Speaking jointly from the podium, Rabbi 
Jessica Zimmerman Graf and Cantor David Frommer opened by emphasizing that 
our success is measured by whether we grow in our engagement with Judaism. The 
year has been a thorough search for what we can improve, and they drew attention 
to several areas of specific growth. In closing, they noted that the challenge is to 
keep our traditions while moving into the future. They concluded their remarks 
with a prayer of gratitude. 

 
6. President’s Remarks.  Evan Kletter reported on the progress toward the goals he 

articulated at the 2016 Annual Meeting. Evan reviewed the major initiatives during 
his three-year tenure as president. He urged congregants to be ambassadors for the 
synagogue. Evan concluded his remarks by expressing his gratitude to clergy past 
and present; the board members and officers with whom he has served, especially 
immediate past President Valerie Jahan and Secretary, Lindsay Braunig; Alicia 
Kletter as a partner in his presidency; and, especially to Team Kletter. 

 
7. Cemetery Board President’s Remarks.  Eric Safire noted the importance of and 

emphasis on fiduciary responsibility. Board members Diane Greene and Michael 
Miller have termed out, but are staying on as members emeriti. Officers of the 
board, in addition to Eric as President, are Ruth Auerbach (Vice President), Thierry 
Jahan (Treasurer), and Michael Gaines (Secretary). Eric concluded by presenting 
the CSI Board with a check for $54,000.00 as a contribution to the general fund. 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

8. Report on the Capital Campaign.  Lynn Sedway and David Newman spoke jointly 
from the podium. As the retrofit is in the final phases of completion, Lynn offered a 
hearty mazel tov to Craig Etlin, Ellen Schumm, and Charley Stern for their efforts 
over these many years. Lynn emphasized the financial support of key individuals, 
organizations, and the Cemetery Board.  
 

9. Treasurer’s Report.  Katie Zier, emphasizing brevity in her remarks due to 
imminent childbirth, noted that 2016 was a transition year as we move to stronger 
accounting and reporting protocols.  

 
a. The 2016 budget showed a $119,154 actual deficit, in line with the projected 

deficit of $104,466. Katie reviewed specifics of the $14,688 variance. 
 

b. The 2017 budget shows a projected loss of $170,000.  This is a conservative 
but realistic number. It reflects the financial strategy agreed upon by the 
board: this is the right time to spend on implementing the vision of our new 
clergy; the board is dedicated to looking for strong accountability and 
transparency in the budget through improved reporting procedures; and to 
move toward enhanced revenue and authentic budgeting with our new dues 
structure. 

 
10. Membership Dues Report.  Valerie Jahan reported on the culmination of a 5-year 

project to revise our dues structure. New members are already joining based on the 
new structure, and next year all members will move to the new structure. Valerie 
reviewed specifics of the new structure and of membership category details. 
 

11. Executive Director’s Report.  Lindsay Braunig delivered the report on behalf of 
Nancy Sheftel-Gomes, who was unable to attend. Nancy noted that this has been a 
rebuilding year. We have reorganized the staff and how we do business. The 
religious school is strong, including our computer-learning program. Nancy thanked 
the congregation and the board for their support of and faith in her work. She 
similarly and especially thanked the clergy team for the same. 

 
12. Social Action Committee Report.  Stacy Passman, chair of the Social Action 

Committee, noted that this work is a hallmark of CSI’s engagement with the wider 
community and urged membership to join us in this work. 

 
13. Election of Members to the Board of Trustees. Howard Wexler, on behalf of the 

Committee on Trustees, presented the following candidates for membership to the 
Board of Trustees.  

 
a. Daniel Berman and Liat Sadler were presented to be elected to the Board of 

Trustees for their first three-year term. Nominees were approved by 
unanimous voice vote.  
 

b. Stacy Passman, Amy Mains, and Michael Gaines were presented to be elected 
to the Board of Trustees for their second three-year term. Nominees were 
approved by unanimous voice vote.  

 



 

 

 

 

c. Jerry Hurwitz was presented to be elected to the Board of Trustees for his 
third three-year term. The nominee was approved by unanimous voice vote. 

 
14. Election of Members to the Cemetery Board of Directors.  Howard Wexler, on 

behalf of the Committee on Trustees, presented Ruth Auerbach to be elected to 
her second three-year term. Ruth was approved by unanimous voice vote. 
 

15. Announcement of Officers. Evan Kletter made the announcement of officers of the 
Congregation: Craig Etlin, President; Lindsay Braunig, Vice President; Katie Zier, 
Treasurer; Karen Zelmar, Assistant Treasurer; Erik Migdail, Secretary. Lindsay 
Braunig thanked Evan Kletter for his work as President over the past three years. 

 
16. Incoming President’s Remarks.  Craig Etlin addressed the Annual Meeting. He noted 

that we are two weeks from completion of the Retrofit, and all work has been done 
within budget. He remarked that the challenge is now how to help the congregation 
flourish, and highlighted specific areas for attention. Craig thanked Nancy Sheftel-
Gomes for assembling an excellent professional team. We are restarting our search 
for a permanent Executive Director. Noting our deficit budget, Craig reaffirmed his 
belief that this is the right time to spend even as we continue to move toward a 
balanced budget. Craig called for excellence in all we do, even if we do less. 

 
17. Thank You to Retiring Board Members.   

 
a. CSI Board: Outgoing President Evan Kletter thanked the retiring members of 

the Board of Trustees: Helen Luey, Tracy Boxer Zill, Lonnie Zwerin, and 
Valerie Jahan. 
 

b. Cemetery Board: Vice President Ruth Auerbach, in lieu of President Eric 
Safire, thanked the retiring members of the Cemetery Board of Directors: 
Diane Greene and Michael Miller. 

 
18. Ner Tamid Award. Evan Kletter and Rabbi Jessica Zimmerman Graf presented the 

Ner Tamid Award to Howard Wexler for his multifaceted contributions to CSI, 
including his service to the Board, his work in developing our strategic vision, and 
his work on the Committee on Trustees. 
 

19. Evan Kletter asked the attendees to share their Good and Welfare. 
 

20. Cantor David Frommer gave the Benediction. 
 

21. Evan Kletter adjourned the meeting at 8:48. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


