
Dear Knitzvah Friends, 

What a wild ride this past year, and past few months, has been. The Knitzvah Project’s continuation into 
2020 continues to be one of the brighter spots that warms my heart.  

This year, despite the challenges we faced not being able to collaborate in-person for meet-ups and 
having limited direct service, we were still able to distribute 805 hand made hats, scarves, quilts, throws, 
fingerless mitts, and children’s items among three agency partners to be given as gifts for the holidays.  

We continued our partnership with Community First! Village, and shared these gifts with our neighbors 
on the east side of Austin who were previously homeless but now are housed at Community First! 
Village.  

Mobile Loave & Fishes provided indispensable support to our group by including our gifts on their trucks 
so that those seeking a meal would also be able to receive a gift from you. They also provided a link 
between us and Camp Esperanza, where many of our homeless neighbors are living. This helped us to 
serve more people that we may not have otherwise been able to connect with due to Stage 5 
restrictions.  

Finally, many of our items reached the greater Williamson County area north and west of Austin though 
the work of Hill Country Community Ministries. This organization helps those experiencing food 
insecurity from all walks of life – single people, families with children, seniors and shut-ins.  

While I am sad that I cannot share specific, individual stories this go-round, I can share with you the 
excitement I heard in each staff member’s voice when I reached out to them on behalf of the Knitzvah 
project. The gifts you made possible brought happiness to the communities they served and they are 
looking forward to receiving these items next year.  

Having been able to look at each of your items with the help of several of our Knitzvah champions, I can 
tell how much joy, love, and creativity went into each project. I have a taste of that below: 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thank you: First, my sincerest thanks to each of you, crafters and friends from both near and far, for 
your participation. This includes but is by no means limited to folks connected with Temple Beth Shalom, 
St. John’s United Methodist Church, the Pflugerville Pfnitters, Susan & Jane from Illinois, Jennifer from 
Hideaway, Jennifer from Colorado,the crafters from Drive a Senior Northwest, and the crafters of Gauge 
Knits. This would not happen without the joy, love, and creativity you put into your hooks and needles 
(knitting or sewing) for others. It has been a pleasure getting to know you not only through your work 
but also your kind notes and messages along the way. I am also thankful for those of you who 
generously donated yarn to each other to keep the momentum going. 

Next, heartfelt thanks goes to Joan Edelstein for her guidance, kindness, support, and advice during this 
past year. I learned so much from her 13 years of steering this ship – from the big things like who to 
connect with, to the smallest of details, like “never buy glittered ribbon.” Thank you for your kindness, 
trust, and willingness to tie some ribbon with me as we got things ready. 

Thank you to my team of make-ready helpers – including Joan, Stephanie Thompson, Miriam Levenstein, 
and Tammany Girten. Thanks is also due to Enid Libster for serving as our north/west drop off location. 
You each made the home-stretch so much more enjoyable with your company and help. 

Thank you to Matt & Lori Steinberg who have generously providing underwriting to the Knitzvah project 
for 2020 – allowing us to obtain our wrapping supplies. Thank you to Louise Rosen for her donation of 
work-gloves to our homeless friends in need. Thank you to Bob Batlan, who helped facilitate 
connections with many of our partner organizations. Thank you to Mona Carver for helping connect the 
dots among crafters near-and-far. Thank you to Lora Ann Gerson for providing the knit gifts from her 
aunt, of blessed memory, to be shared with those in need. 

Also, (though he may not see this) I am profoundly grateful to my husband, Ilya Shmulenson, who didn’t 
quite know what I was getting him into but was so helpful in getting our workstations set up, allowing 
our guest room/office/soon-to-be baby bedroom to be the Knitzvah staging area and helping with our 
final drop-offs.  

I have hope for 2021 and wish to channel that energy into this year’s crafts. You’ll hear more from me to 
that end soon – until then – please know that your work, your acts of tikkun olam (repairing the world), 
made a challenging year a little brighter for a lot of people. 

All the best –  

Valerie 


